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The  Venereal  Disease. 

t  '  ;  v  ■  ;  i  J 

SECT.  MCCCCXL. 

TH  E  venereal  difeafe  took  birth  in 
the  kingdom  of  Naples,  in  the  year 
1493,  when  it  immediately  raged 
in"  the  French  army  there  and  thence  fpread 
its  feverity  until  this  day  all  over  Europe. 

This  moft  terrible  diftemper  had  formerly  various 
appellations  given  to  it  ;  for  as  it  was  alarming  from 
its  novelty,  the  names  of  thofe  nations  from  whence 
it  was  thought  to  have  had  its  origin,  were  fet  upon 
it.  But  it  for  the  moft  part  bore  that  of  the  na¬ 
tions  which  were  neighbours,  or  connected  by  com¬ 
merce;  as  the  celebrated  Ajlruc*  with  his  accuf- 
Vol.  XVII.  B  tomed 

*  Be  morb,  verier,  tom.  I.  pag.  5,  6. 
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tamed  erudition  demonftrates,  who  wrote  a  com¬ 
plete  treatife  on  this  diforder,  which  I  have  read 
over  and  over  to  my  great  amufement,  Ne 
odia  gentilitia  inanibus  jurgiis  increbefcerent  novum 
Luis  Venerea  nomen  confingere  in  neminem  contume - 
liofum ,  &  ad  fignificandum  morbum  qui  venere  contra  - 
hitur  mdxime  idoneum  \  “  This  diforder  therefore, 

<c  to  *quell  all  vain  quarrels,  or  fpreading  hatred 
£C  among  families  or  people,  obtained  this  new  and 
“  very  proper  appellation  Lues  Venerea,  fignifying  a 
“  diftemper  contra6ted  by  venereal  pleafures.”  Fer - 
fielius  was  one  of  the  firft  who  ufed  this  term,  which 
was  afterwards  retained  by  the  reft  of  the  faculty. 

Siphylis  is  ft  ill  a  term  frequently  ufed  to  denote 
this  difeafe.  In  defining  the  venereal  difeafe,  Hiero - 
nim'U's  Fracaftorius ,  and  many  other  phyncians  too, 
afcribed  the  caufe  of  this  new  difeafe  a  coeli  &  fide - 
rum  conflitutionibus ,  quae  &  raro  aecidunt ,  £s?  magna 
cum  aecidunt ,  foffint  efficere  •,  “  to  the  different  con- 
“  ftitutions  of  the  heavens  and  ftars,  which  but 
iC  feldom  happen,  but  may  effect  great  matters  when 
“  they  do  coincide. -f”  In  his  defcriptionof  the  vene¬ 
real  difeafe  in  verfe,  he  ingeniouffy  reprefents  Siphy¬ 
lis  feeding  king  AIckho’s  flocks,  whole  number  and 
beauty  make  him  proud  and  infult  the  fun. 

—  —  —  Mihi  mi  tie  nivis  candor  e  juvenca , 

Mi  lie  mihi  pajcuntur  ovfrs,  vix  eft  tibi  t  auras 

Units  i  vix  aries  cccto  {ft  vera  feruntur) 

Urns ,  &  armenti  cuftos  canis  arida  tanti . 

J  Yet  he  concludes  that  not  the  fun  but  king 
Alcitho  alone  is  to  be  revered,  whole  impious  pride 
was  immediatly  attended  with  a  grievous  pain. 

—  —  —  Divum  exhibit 0  gavifus  honor r, 

Non  ullum  tellur e  coli,  Je  vindice  nutnen , 

Imperat , 

f  ApbrodHiac.  pag.  202.  A»  f  IbidS'm  pag.  197.  B* 
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Imperat,  effe  nihil  terra  ft  majus  in  ip  fa, 

Ceslo  habit  are  Decs,  nec  e  or  urn  hoc  effe,  quod  infraejl : 
Viderat  h#c,  qui  ciindia  videi,  qui  fingula  lu/trat , 

Sol  pater ,  atque  animo  fecum  indignaius,  iniquos 
Intorfit  radios,  &  lumine  fulfit  acerbo . 

Afpedlu,  quo  Terra  parens ,  correpiaque  ponti 
Aequora,  quo  tadlus  viro  fubcanduit  aer . 

Pretinus  illuvies  terris  ignota  profanis 
Ex  oritur  ;  primus,  regi  qui  f anguine  fufo 
Injlituit  divina ,  facrafque  in  montibus  aras , 

Siphylis ,  oftendit  turpes  per  corpus  Achores * 

Infomnes  primus  nodies,  convulfaque  membra, 

Senfit,  &  a  primo  contraxit  nomina  morbus  : 
Siphylidemque  ab  eo  labem  dixere  Coloni . 

Thofe  who  endeavoured  to  deduce  the  caiife  and 
origin  of  this  foul  diforder  from  the  malignant  af- 
pedts  of  the  liars,  could  hardly  think  otherwife  than 
that  this  venereal  complaint  had  railed  its  head  in 
former  ages  •,  for  the  liars  were  not  then  dellitute  of 
the  concourfe,  feats,  orhnfluence  to  which  this  diforder 
may  be  now  attributed  :  in  changing  their  por¬ 
tions  the  diforder  vanifhes  with  the  caufe  of  its 
birth.  Frac  aft  onus' §  opinion  is,  that  this  diforder 
is  of  that  kind  which  takes  birth,  ceafes,  and  returns, 

Quam  tamen  (sternum  quoniam  dilabitur  tevum) 

Non  femel  in  terris  A  jam,  fed  ftepe  fuiffe , 

JDucendum  eft :  quanquam  nobis  nec  nomine  nota 
Hadienus  ilia  fuit :  quoniam  longrena  vetuftas 
Cundla  fitu  involvens  &  res  &  nomina  delet : 

Nec  monumenta  patrum  feri  videre  nepotes  * 

But  certainly  the  Lues  Venerea  has  been  known  to 
exill  for  two  hundred  and  feventy  years,  though  the 
afpedls  of  the  liars  have  often  changed  in  that  time 
which  does  not  at  all  favour  that  opinion. 

Much  hath  been  difputed  concerning  the  origin 
of  this  diforder  j  one  quellion  was,  Whether  it  is  a 

B  2  new 

*  Aphrodifiac,  pag.  184, 
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new  one,  or  whether  it  was  known  and  deicribed  by 
the  antient  phyficians.  This  was  argued  with  much 
contention  and  agitation  by  fome  phyficians  of  great 
reputation. 

It  is  very  certain,  that  the  genital  parts  in  either 
fex  are  fubjeft  to  many  infirmities  ;  yet  that  is  no 
reafon  that  thefe  evils  obferved  by  the  antients  fhould 
derive  from  the  contagion  of  the  Lues  Venerea. 
Every  one  may  eafily  believe  that  thefe  parts  may 
by  an  unbridled  fenfuality  become  inflamed,  exco¬ 
riated,  or  ulcerated,  in  a  conne&ion  with  women, 
whofe  privacies  are  retentive  of  various  humours 
fuch  as  are  in  the  hotel!  climates  chiefly  collected  be¬ 
tween  the  prepuce  and  the  glands,  from  which  many 
evils  undoubtedly  might  have  been  engendered  *  yet 
thefe  were  all  different  from  the  Lues  Venerea:  tho* 
nobody  will  deny  that  thefe,  '  and  fuch  like  Angular 
fymptoms,  are  obferved  to  bear  fome  affinity  to  the 
Lues  Venerea ;  as  hath  been  mentioned  by  antient 
phyficians.  But  the  concourfe  of  evil  humours  and 
train  of  fymptoms  by  which  this  foul  diforder  is 
attended,  have  been  in  no  place,  nor  ever  will  be, 
found  amongfl  them. 

Phyficians  were  convinced  of  the  novelty  of 
this  diforder,  and  undoubtedly  law  it  to  be  the  Lues, 
about  the  end  of  the  15  th  century  *,  they  then  attri¬ 
buted  this  ftrange  fcourge  of  whoredom  to  the  ma¬ 
lignant  afpefls  of  the  liars,  unaccuflomed  inunda¬ 
tions,  and  divine  anger  of  heaven  :  this  evil  would 
by  no  means  obey  the  application  of  remedies  ♦,  fo 
that  the  cure  of  it  was  entirely  defpaired  of,  and  the 
people  refufed  their  affiflance  to  the  miferable  fick, 
who  of  their  own  accord  left  their  homes,  and  kept 
company  with  fome  juggling  mountebanks  or  for- 
tune- tellers. 

Some  others,  who  either  faw'or  read  a  defcription 
of  the  fcurvy,  itch,  leprofy,  evil,  6? c.  began  to  com¬ 
pare  thefe  diforders  with  this  new  one,  by  turning 

the 
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the  Greek  and  Arabian  dodtors  fignifications  to  their 
own  purpofe.  Thefe  being  verfed  in  fcholadic  ele¬ 
gance,  warmly  difputed  the  matter  for  argument’s 
lake  againd  fuch  as,  candidly  confeffing  their  igno¬ 
rance,  affirmed  that  a  new  difeafe  very  perni¬ 
cious,  was  come  to  afflict  mankind:  thefe  were  ac¬ 
counted  the  lead  learned.  It  would  be  vain  in  me 
to  dwell  longer  on  this  quedion,  after  the  elucidation 
of  this  matter  given  us  by  the  mod  folid  labours  of 
the  learned  Aftruc ,  who,  according  to  mod  people’s 
judgment,  has  given  the  mod  ample  account  of  it.* 

.  Freindium’s' f  writings  too,  of  the  origin  and  progrefs 
of  the  Lues  Venera,  deferve  to  be  read. 

.  This  difeafe  had  its  beginning  much  about  the 
time  that  Chrijtopber  Columbus  returned  from  the 
dilcovery  of  America,  as  his  fon  Ferdinand  tedifes 
in  his  hidory  of  his  father’s  life  *,  having  alfo  for 
fome  time  accompanied  him  in  his  voyages,  he  made 
ufe  of  the  letters  and  notes  of  his  father,  in  his 
defcriptions,  from  which  he  did  not  in  the  lead  vary, 
dill  adding  what  he  was  an  eye-witnefs  of.  J  The  lit¬ 
tle  trad!,  trom  whence  I  have  taken  thefe,  deferves 
to  be  read  :  it  was  written  by  an  eminent  dodtor, 
who  chofe  to  conceal  his  name,  neither  fhould  he  be 
named. 

But  he  undertook  many  voyages  to  America. 
Fird  he  departed  from  the  port  of  Palos,  on  the  3  d 
or  4th  of  Augud,  1492,  then  returned  the  13th  of 
March,  1493.  He  makes  a  fecond  voyage  on  the  25th 
of  September,  1493,  returns  from  America  to  Spain 
the  8th  of  June,  1496.  He  goes  out  the  third 
time  on  the  the  30th  of  May,  1498,  and  returns  the 
20th  of  November,  1500.  His  fourth  and  lad 
voyage  was  from  the  9th  of  May,  1502,  to  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year,  1505,  when  he  returned  to 
Spain.  § 

-  B  3  As 

*  De  Morb.  vener.  lib.  I.  toto.  f  Hiftor.  of  phyiic, 

part  2.  p.  336..  ad  p.  386.  j  A  differtation  on  the  origin  of 

the  venereal  difeafe,  p<  io,  11.  §  Ibid.p.  12. 
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As  therefore  the  time  of  difcovering  the  new  world 
does  fufhciently  coincide  with  that  in  which  this  di- 
ftemper  appeared  in  Europe,  it  is  no  wonder  that  a 
new  world  fhould  produce  us  a  new  difeafe*  But 
all  who  were  not  of  this  opinion,  for  the  molt  part, 
believed  it  not  to  be  a  new  one,  but  known  from 
antient  times. 

But  this  fkilful  author  makes  ufe  of  two  kinds  of 
arguments,  to  prove  that  the  venereal  difeafe  was 
not  brought  from  America  into  Europe  j  the  firft  is 
a  negative  argument,  viz.  Thole  authors  who  wrote 
the  voyages  of  Chriftopher  Columbus ,  were  blent  in 
regard  to  the  Lues  Venerea  j  his  fecond  argument 
endeavours  to  prove,  that  this  difeafe  had  its  exift- 
e.nce  in  Europe,  before  Columbus  returned  from  his 
fir  ft  American  voyage. 

All  acknowledged  the  negative  argument  to  be 
of  lefs  weight  in  determining  the  contention,  befide, 
the  caufe  of  that  filence  in  thofe  late  authors,  about 
^he  inftitution  of  this  difeafe,  may  be  owing  to  fome 
other  motive  which  might  oblige  them  to  this  filence, 
as  may  be  leen  from  the  above  hiftory  where  the 
reafon  for  not  mentioning  any  thing  of  the  Lues  Ve¬ 
nerea  on  Columbus's  return  from  America,  appears 
very  clearly. 

For  it  is  known  by  what  has  been  now  faid,  that 
Columbus  was  feven  months  on  his  frit  voyage  to  the 
idand  of  Hifpaniola ;  that  he  delayed  there  to  explore 
the  riches  ot  the  new  world,  and  then  return  *,  is  it 
then  credible  that  he  employed  any  part  of  his  time 
in  fearching  out  the  American  dileales,  whijft  the 
other  more  important  object  occupied  his  cares  ?  It 
is  rather  more  probable  that  he  was  entirely  igno¬ 
rant  ot  tl)is  difeafe.  I  therefore  fliall  conclude,  that 
be  could  give  no  account  of  it  in  his  firft  voyage, 

It  is  farther  argued,  that  Columbus  in  his  return 
being  diftreffed  for  the  want  of  water,  put  into 
JLiJbon ,  where  he  met  with  a  kind  reception  from 
Ivlho  J the  fecond,  who  cloathed  all  the  Ame¬ 
ricans 
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ricans  he  had  brought  with  him  in  fcarlet  :  from 
whence  the  author  would  infer,  that  the  Portuguefe 
muft  have  been  infected  with  this  difeafe,  if  thofe  of 
the  Spanilh  fleet,  or  the  American  paflengers,  then 
laboured  under  it.  But  their  fhip  only  put  in  there 
the  4th  of  March,  and  failed  for  Spain  the  13th 
of  the  fame  month  ;  fo  that  the  time  of  nine 
days  could  not  be  thought  fufficient  for  propagating 
this  difeafe  in  Portugal  by  the  Americans ;  neither 
could  it  be  communicated  by  the  feamen  in  cleaning 
their  veflels,  taking  in  water,  guarding  their  Aiip,  or 
by  their  other  marine  occupations ;  and  Columbuo 
undoubtedly  prefented  the  founded  of  his  Ameri¬ 
cans  to  the  king,  that  they  fbould  not  contract  any 
ailment  from  the  red,  if  in  cafe  they  were  infirm  or 
difeafed  in  the  voyage. 

Nor  would  the  captains  of  fhips,  who  put  into  the 
fame  port  through  necefiity,  allow  their  crews  to 
wander  about  without  leave  for  attending  Tome  necef- 
fary  call,  efpecially  as  they  were  generally  ready  toiail 
again  •,  for  they  well  knew  that  the  tempers  of  Tail¬ 
ors  mud  be  fubjedted  to  drift  or  fevere  difcipline, 
as  they  are  prone  to  diforderly  behaviour,  and  a  de- 
fertion  from  their  dations  ;  which  inconveniencies 
it  was  thought  imprudent  to  expofe  the  metropolis  of 
Portugal  to. 

Thefe  reafons,  which  feem  fufficient  to  demondrate 
why  the  Portuguefe  were  not  jhen  infedted  with  that 
difeafe,  at  the  fame  time  account  for  the  filence  of 
the  authors,  who  wrote  of  Columbus's  fird  voyage  : 
when  he  arrived  in  Spain,  his  Tailors  fucceffively 
went  to  fee  their  friends  as  ufual  upon  thefe  occa- 
fions  ;  and  if  any  amongd  them  were  infedted,  the 
difeafe  mud  have  been  then  propagated  :  it  may  be 
that  all  its  conlequences  were  not  immediately 
known,  as  the  body  nourifhes  this  difeafe  rather 
with  a  flow  than  a  quick  progrefs,  and  as  the  Spa- 

B  4  niards 

*  A  dilfertation  on  the  origin  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  p.  13,  14* 
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niards  mult  have  been  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  this 
new  evil  in  its  commencement. 

It  happened  at  that  fame  time,  that  a  new  expe¬ 
dition  into  America  occupied  the  attention  of  all 
people,  and  Columbus ,  on  the  25th  of  September, 
1493,  failed  there  with  feventeen  fhips,  and  had  a 
profperous  voyage  that  fame  year. 

The  companions  of  Columbus’* s  firlt  yoyage  might, 
during  them  fix  months  Hay  for  a  fecond  voyage,  have 
become  infected ;  for  the  poifon  might  continually  glide 
through  the  blood  during  this  time  ;  or  it  might  be 
that  it  had  not  yet  been  known  to  be  of  fo  dangerous 
and  contagious  a  nature.  .*  Then  as  Columbus' %  fecond 
voyage  was  longer  than  the  firft,  not  having  return'd 
until  the  8  th  of  June,  1496,  the  Spaniards  could 
during  this  interval  of  time  obferve  the  progrefs  of 
the  bifeafe,  and  all  its  foul  fymptoms,  with  more 
convincing  {peculation. 

That  this  might  be  the  cafe  appears  by  the  words 
of  Oviedo ,  taken  from  a  learned  author;*  for  he  fays, 
he  had  teen  one  of  Columbus's  companions,  who  re¬ 
turned  with  him  from  America  in  1496,  named 
Mofes  Peter  Margarita ,  who  continually  complained 
of  a  very  bad  ftate  of  health ;  he  believes  him  to 
have  buffered  the  fame  torments  that  attend  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe,  though  he  faw  no  ulcers  or  buboes  on 
his  body.  Thus  Oviedo  had  cognizance  of  this  dif¬ 
eafe  and  its  figns,  at  Columbus's  return  from  his  fe¬ 
cond  voyage  ;  and  as  he  knew  the  figns  that  accom¬ 
panied  it,  he  mult  have  before  known  it  in  its  ma¬ 
turity  :  it  is  therefore  natural  to  imagine,  that  it  had 
footing  in  Spain,  before  Columbus' s  fecond  return. 
He  tells  us  he  had  perfedt  knowledge  of  this  difeafe, 
and  fufpedfed  this  man  to  have  contracted  it,  though 
no  external  figns  of  it  appeared  on  his  body;  he 
farther  adds,-}-  that  immediately  afterwards,  in  1496, 
this  difeafe  invaded  the  court,  though  it  at  firft 

attacked 

*  A  differtation  on  the  origin  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  p.  2Q» 
&nd  in  note.  4  Ibid.  p.  30. 
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attacked  the  common  people  j  and  its  origin  was  cer¬ 
tainly  held  to  proceed  from  pernicious  venery.  This 
is  a  reafon  why  Oviedo  makes  no  mention  of  this  dif- 
eafe  in  Columbus's  firft  return,  as  he  then  knew  it  not, 
for  it  but  gradually  increafed  :  At  the  fecond  time 
of  Columbus's  continuance  in  America,  and  at  his 
return  in  1496,  many  were  afflided  with  it,  and  ob- 
ferving  that  many  of  thofe  who  returned  in  the  fame 
year  with  Columbus  from  America,  were  afflidted 
with  it,  he  might  juilly  have  concluded,  that  this 
Lues  Venerea  was  brought  from  America  into  Eu¬ 
rope*,  where  it  was  until  then  unknown. 

If  therefore  this  fpul  diforder  was,  by  the  habitude 
of  venery,  fo  foon  contracted  and  begun  in  Spain,  a$ 
jn  the  year  1493,  it  will  not  feern  wonderful  that,  if 
vifited  Italy  and  France  in  1495,  as  hath  been  al¬ 
ready  obferved. 

Another  kind  of  argument  fupports  this  difeafe’s 
pre-exiftence  in  Europe,  before  Columbus' s  frit  rec¬ 
tum  from  America :  this  is  infilled  upon  and  proved 
by  a  learned  author,  and  the  united  teftimonies  of 
Baplifta  Folgofa  and  Cafpar  Tore  Ha*  who  will  have 
the  Lues  Venerea  to  have  been  aiready  known  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1493,  juft  at  Co¬ 
lumbus's  return  from  America,  March  the  4th. 

But  the  teftimonies  of  thefe  two  authors  cannot 
be  altogether  depended  on,  for  Folgoja  fays,;]:  Qu<z 
pejlis  (it a  enim  vifa  eft )  primo  ex  Hifpania  in  Italiam 
allata ,  ad  Hijpanos  ex  ^Ethiopia ,  brevi  totum  orbem 
terrarum  comprehends :  c4  This  plague  (as  it  is  foob- 
44  ferved  to  be)  was  firft  brought  from  ^Ethiopia 
44  into  Spain,  from  Spain  into  Italy,  and  then  fpread 
44  in  a  fhort  time  round  the  world.”  But  Cafpar 
T orella  fays,  that  the  difeafe  began  in  France,  in  the 
year  1493  *  fo  that  it  came  in  the  manner  of  a  con¬ 
tagion  into  Spain,  the  iilands  of  Sicily  in  Italy,  and 
fo  ranged  over  Europe  ^  or  if  I  may  fay,  over  all 

the, 

*  Ibid.  p.  17.  J  A  diflertatipn  on  the  origin  of  the  venereal 
afifezfe,  lib.  I.  cap.  IV\  -in  fine?  p.  29. 
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the  earth  :f  befides,  it  is  to  be  obierved,  that  when 
4 T'orella  wrote  a  treadle  of  the  pudendagra ,  publifhed 
m  ?  4 97,  at  Rome,  in  which  he  ftiles  himfeif  bifhop 
of  St.  Jufta ,  he  lays,  that  as  he  then  occupied  himfeif 
during  ten  years  in  ecclefiaftical  affairs,  he  could  not 
well  difeharge  himfeif  in  the  practice  of  phyfic ;  befide 
he  feemed  not  to  be  a  religious  oblerver  of  truth,  for 
he  heaped  many  fhameful  adulations  upon  Casfar 
Borpia,  one  of  the  molt  abandoned  men  of  the  age, 
in  his  Epiftola  Noncufatoria ,  and  in  this  treatife  of  his, 
entitled,  de  Dolor e  in  pudendagra,  which  he  publifhed 
about  the  year  1500.  This  work  contains  a  dialogue 
between  the  common  people  and  a  phyfician,  where¬ 
in  the  Lues  Venerea  and  its  origin  are  difeuffed  J  as 
follows  :  Gallis  manu  forti  Italiam  ingredientibus ,  £s? 
maxim e  regno  Parthenopaeo  occupato ,  &  ibi  commo- 
r antibus ,  bitnc  morbum  detedium  fuijfe .  Idcirco  ab  Ita- 
iis  Morbum  Gallicum  cognominatum  effe,  imaginanti- 
bus ,  ipfum  Gallis  connaturalem  ejj'e :  in  Gallia  vero , 
quia,  in  rev  erf  tone  Regis  Caroli  cum  fuis  in  G  alii  am, 
hie  morbus  apparere  incepit ,  credentes  Gallos  eum  ex 
Neapoli  apportajfe ,  ham  ob  caufam  morbum  Neapoli- 
tanum  vocavife.  {j  44  A  ftrong  body  of  French  going 
44  into  Italy,  had  occupied  the  Neapolitan  empire, 
44  and  having  a  while  remained  there,  this  difeafe 
14  was  difeovered.  This  amongfb  the  Italians  was 
44  called  the  French  difeafe,  they  imagining  it  to  be 
44  natural  to  thefe  people,  becaufe  it  began  its  ap- 
44  pearance  amongit  them  at  king  Charles’s  return 
44  thither  with  his  people,  wrho  believed  it  to  have 
44  been  brought  from  Naples,  and  for  that  reafon 
't4  called  it  the  Neapolitan  difeafe.55 

Therefore,  as  thefe  two  authors  diiagree  in  their 
accounts,  their  teftimonies  admit  not  of  that  fupport 
that  a  learned  author  attributes  to  them.  *  This  he 
is  fenfible  of,  whilft  he  waves  the  opinion  §  of  thefe 

/  .  authors 

4  Aftroc.  de  morbo  vener.  tom.  2.  p.  569.  f  Ibid.  p.  571. 

H  Ibid.  p.  572.  §  A  difTertation  on  the  origin  of  the  ve^ 

ncreal  difeafe,  p.  17,  *  Ibid.  p.  9. 


gedl.  144°.  The  Venereal  Disease.  11 

authors  in  another  place,  and  contents  himfelf  in 
demendrating  the  Lues  Venerea  to  have  been  known 
in  kaly  and  France,  about  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1495,  or  at  lead  in  the  month  of  June  in  the  fame 
year  :  how  this  might  have  been,  has  been  before  ex¬ 
plained. 

Yet  from  thefe  arguments  a  learned  author’s  * 
Opinion  is,  that  nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  the 
Lues  Venerea  is  an  epidemical  difiemper  bred  in 
Europe,  and  carried  by  Europeans  into  America. 
He  dates  the  caufe  of  this  epidemical  conftitution  to 
be  due  to  many  great  floods  in  various  inhabited 
places  of  the  globe,  attended  with  an  unaccudomed 
temperature  of  the  air.  It  is  very  certain,  that  the 
world  of  infirmities  are  produced  by  fuch  caufes ; 
but  it  is  equally  certain,  that  the  Lues  Venerea  was 
never  before  produced  by  them.  We  learn  from  in¬ 
numerable  obfervations,  that  the  moil  malignant 
fevers  are  engendered  by  them  in  men  who  inhabit 
thofe  places  where  the  floods  leave  a  quantity  of 
rnud,  which  putrifies  by  the  heat  of  the  weather.  I 
have  enlarged  more  upon  this  fubject  in  the  chapter 
de  morbis  Epidemicis  \  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
Lues  Venerea  ever  had  its  birth  from  any  fuch  caufe 
in  our  times.  From  hence  I  cannot  therefore  fee' 
where  this  difeafe  could  have  its  origin. 

Sydenham ,  +  whom  an  expert  author  amongd 
the  molt  fpeculative  obfervers  of  epidemical  difeafes 
very  defer vedly  praifes,  believes  not  the  Lues  Ve¬ 
nerea  to  be  an  epidemical  diforder  bred  in  Europe, 
but  brought  to  us  from  fome  diftant  region  ^  nor 
does  he  think  that  the  contagion  of  the  endemial 
difeafe  ought  to  have  abated,  whilfc  it  is  transferred 
from  a  hot  into  a  cold  region  ;  in  no  wife  could  an 
argument  be  maintained  agajnd  that  opinion,  da¬ 
ting  this  epidemical  difeafe  to  have  been  brought  into 
the  mod  hot  countries  by  feamen,  where  it  largely 

operated, 

*  A  differtation  on  the  origin  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  p.  75^ 
Epilfol  II.  refponf,  p.  21  i. 
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operated.  Befides  it  has  been  remarked,  that  the 
northern  parts  of  Europe  have  not  at  all  been  free  from 
the  Lues  Venerea  :  for  Fracaftorius  J  thus  obferves  : 
Conftat ,  aut  eodem  tempore ,  aut  fere  eodem ,  &  in  Hi - 
fpania  &  Gallia ,  £5?  Italia ,  Germania ,  £5?  tot  a  fere 

Scythia ,  vifam  fuijje  :  adde,  quod  pradixiffe  illam  aftro- 
nomos  certis  ante  annis ,  #0#  parvum  indicium  ejl ,  <3//^ 
ipfi  fuheffe  principium ,  fimplicem  contagionem : 

64  That  much  about  this  time  it  was  feen  in 
46  Spain,  France,  Italy,  Germany,  and  almoft  all 
“  over  Scythia;  add  to  this,  that  fome  certain 
<c  aflronomers  predicted  about  it,  not  many  years 
ago ;  which  is  no  fmall  teilimony  that  it  has 
4t  lome  origin  different  from  a  fimple  contagion 
for  it  can  Icarcely  be  conceived,  how  this  evil  could 
1°  f°on  and  extenfively  fpread,  if  merely  from  con¬ 
tagion  it  took  its  birth  :  he  therefore  firmly  believes, 
it  hence  attacked  innumerable  people,  though  no 
jcontagion  had  preceded. 

#  But  the  following  aphorifm  fhews  how  a  conta¬ 
gion  may  be  communicated  to  a  found  body  in 
various  manners,  fo  that  a  difeafe  may  follow ; 
and  It  fee-ms  very  probable,  that  whilft  this  new  dif¬ 
eafe  made  its  attack  in  the  beginning,  that  men 
were  not  guarded  againft  the  contagion,  until  they 
fevereiy  felt  that  great  care  muff  be  taken  not  to 
jponverle  with  perfons  infedted  :  moreover,  as  it  is 
not  only  a  troubldome  and  painful,  but  alfo  a  fil¬ 
thy  dilorder,  many  would  conceal  it ;  whence  many 
pthers  have  been  infedted  by  it.  It  is  to  be  re¬ 
marked  alfo,  that  an  epidemical  difeafe  cannot  fub- 
fift  for  any  long  feries  of  years,  but  whilft  they  are 
received  from  other  fubfequent  difeafes  ;  for  they 
become  filent  and  entirely  vanifh,  and  in  fome  years 
after  return  again  :  this  manifeftly  appears  in  Mor- 
I'ilhs ,  Ephemera  Britannic  a ,  the  fmall  pox,  the  mea¬ 
lies,  the  Dyfentety ,  &c. 

But  the  Lues  Venerea  entirely  differs  from  the 
manner  or  this  epidemical  train  :  for  from  the  firft 

.  time 
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time  in  which  it  was  known,  it  conftandy  remained, 
never  difappeared,  was  always  an  infamous  conta¬ 
gion  ;  and  though  fome  change  might  have  been 
obferved  in  its  fymptoms,  (more  of  which  hereafter) 
it  has  continued  to  reign  for  above  two  hundred  and 
feventy  years,  and  a  great  number  of  infected  per¬ 
sons  (till  remain.  Was  this  ever  obferved  in  any  other 
epidemical  diforder  ?  Moreover  it  is  not  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at  that  phyficians  will  fometimes  difagree  in 
fuch-like  enquiries  ;  yet  this  will  not  hurt  the  lick. 
I  have  here  freely  given  my  opinion,  belides  I  wil¬ 
lingly  leave  the  fame  liberty  to  all'  others  ftudious  o£ 
this  matter. 

SECT.  MCCCCXLE 


This  is  a  contagion  contra&ed  by  ges- 
neration,  fuckling,  touching  or  hand¬ 
ling,  faliva,  fweat,  a  genital  liquid,  exhalation. 

It  is  remarked,  that  by  this  contagion  the  difeafe 
may  propagate  from  one  infedted  perfon  to  another  •,  nor 
is  this  denied  by  thofe  who  affirm  that  the  Lues  Ve¬ 
nerea  was  not  brought  into  Europe  by  contagion  ; 
but  that  it  was  produced  to  us  by  fome  other  epi¬ 
demical  caufes  ;  nor  that  the  American  inhabitants 
had  not  contradted  this  difeafe  from  the  Europeans. 

Then  as  the  Lues  Venerea  is  defervedly  termed  the 
lafh  of  fenfuality,  it  may  be  propagated  chiefly  by 
impure  venery  ;  yet  men  who  fometimes  live  the  molt 
continent  and  fecure  from  inf'edtion,  may  by  divers 
other  manners  contract  this  foul  difeafe. 

By  generation.]  It  will  not  feem  wonderful  that  the 
infants  of  thofe  parents  infedted  with  this  diforder, 
come  forth  defiled  into  the  world ;  for  it  will  after¬ 
wards  be  manifdl,  that  the  venereal  virus,  mixt  with 
circulating  humours,  may  be  carried  off  from  the 
mother  before  it  be  again  depofited  in  certain  parts. 
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of  the  body,  yet  the  living  foetus  will  continually  par¬ 
take  of  the  defiled  humours  of  the  infeCted  mother ; 
fo  that  the  contagion  may  be  engendered  in  the  womb 
before  birth.  Labat*  teftifies,  that  American  infants 
have  been  infected  at  their  birth,  though  even  their 
parents  and  nurfes  were  found,  (or  as  he  prudently 
adds)  at  Jeaft  feemed  to  be  fo  ;  but  this  teftimony 
feems  to  be  of  no  great  moment,  as  he  affirms  the 
Dutch,  in  the  fame  place,  to  have  been  immediately 
infected  on  arriving  at  their  American  colonies,  be¬ 
fore  they  had  any  connections  with  the  female  na¬ 
tives  of  that  country ;  but  thefe  enjoyed  better 
health  in  thofe  places  where  the  pools  were  after¬ 
wards  dried  up,  and  the  flagnated  waters  begat  mo¬ 
tion  ;  and  efpecially  after  thick  woods  were  cut  down, 
the  trees  eradicated,  the  winds  uninterrupted  in  their 
courle.  But  before  all  this  could  be  perfected,  it  was 
remarked,  that  the  firft  colonies  of  thefe  Hollanders 
laboured  under  very  malignant  fevers,  and  other  di- 
ftempers  entirely  different  from  the  Lues  Venerea, 
which  he  feemeth  to  have  confounded  with  them. 

An  infant  may  be  infeCted  in  the  womb  of  the 
mother  labouring  under  this  difeafe.  This  feems 
to  be  very  likely,  Imo  compertum  ejiy  ab  infeffa 
matre  partus  edi  fqualidos^  femiputres,  ulcer  of  os ,  vere 
fyphiiticos :  f  “  for  it  is  proved,  that  children 
come  forth  filthy,  half  rotten,  full  of  ulcers, 
cc  and  truly  infeCted  with  the  venereal  difeafe.” 
But  it  is  juftly  to  be  doubted,  whether  the  vene¬ 
real  poifon  could  be  infufed  into  the  embrio  by 
either  of  the  parents,  fo  as  that  the  child  might 
have  no  complaint  until  arrived  to  adult  years, 
and  then  be  attacked  with  a  real  venereal  difor- 
der,  without  any  new  contagion  attending  it  :  this 
is  fcarcely  credible,  as  the  venereal  virus  is  com¬ 
municated  to  children  immediately  by  fuck,  or  in 
fome  other  manner  j  and  then  it  miferably  preys 

on 

*  Nouveaux  voyages  aux  ifles  cTAmerique,  tom.  II.  p.  no,. 
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on  thole  parts  it  occupies,  according  to  many  judi¬ 
cious  obfervations.  Ajlruc  J  (fo  fkiiied  in  the  fteps 
of  this  diforder)  Confirmat ,  fe  nunquam  obfervajj'e , 
luem  veneream ,  vere fic  didiam  pathognomonicis  ftgnis 
confpicuam ,  quafi  haereditario ,  /» infantes  tranf- 

tnifjam  :  “  affirms,  that  he  never  has  truly  obferved 
“  the  venereal  difeafe,  in  the  manner  it  is  repre- 
“  fented  by  the  pothognomic  figns  attributed  tQ 
tc  it,  tranfmitted  by  hereditary  infection  to  chil- 
“  dren.”  But  that  the  patient’s  reputation  might  be 
preferved,  together  with  peace  between  man  and 
wife,  fome  prudent  phyficians,  though  almoft  con¬ 
vinced  of  it,  feem  to  ftart  it  as  probable  ;  for  it  is 
Sufficient  that  a  doctor  knows  the  prefcnt  difeafe  and 
its  cure  ;  for  this  contagion  might  have  been  commu¬ 
nicated  in  a  manner  which  he  may  be  yet  ignorant  of. 

Yet  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  a  foetus  which  lived 
found  in  the  womb,  might  have  been  born  infebted  •,  for 
if  any  ulcers  are  in  the  privacies  of  the  woman,  and 
the  infant’s  head,  or  any  other  other  part  of  the  body, 
adhere  there  for  any  long  fpace  of  time,  in  an  un¬ 
natural  birth,  it  is  fmeared  with  the  corruption  of 
the  venereal  contagion,  and  the  midwife  may  alfo 
become  infected ;  as  hath  been  often  obferved  in 
fuch  a  cafe.  But  the  virus  imbibed  in  fuch  a  cafe 
will  not  remain  ftill  until  the  child  ripens  into  jears, 
but  will  manifeft  the  ffithinefs  of  the  diforder  in  a 
ffiort  time  after  the  birth.  This  ffiould  be  princi¬ 
pally  dreaded,  if  the  infant  be  thus  long  confined  in 
the  narrow  paffage  of  its  birth  ;  for  being  then  im¬ 
mediately  walked,  according  to  cuftom,  it  may 
avoid  the  contagion ;  by  which  the  midwife  will  be 
.  infebted.  Antonius  Gallusf  a  celebrated  phyfician 
of  Paris,  who  wrote  a  treatife  in  the  year  1540, 
De  ligno  fandlo  non  permifcendo ,  avers,  fe  obfie - 
tricem  noviffe ,  qu<e,  dum  mulieris  inquin  at  £  par  turn 
exciperety  hoc  morbo  correpta  fuity  nulla  tamen  fcetui 

noxa 
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noxa  communicata .  “  that  he  had  known  a  mid- 

iC  wife,  who  had  contracted  this  diforder  by  deliver- 
fC  ing  an  infected  woman ;  yet  no  hurt  had  been 
<c  communicated  to  the  fetus.”  This  muft  be 
owing  to  the  midwife’s  hands  having  frequent  accefs 
to  the  filthy  ulcerated  vagina,  before,  in,  and  after 
the  birth,  in  extracting  the  after- birth,  &c.  Therefore 
the  fame  author  -f  tells  us,  aliquam  moram  ejfe  opor- 
■tet^  ut  corpora  hanc  maculam  concipiant :  alioqui  non 
carerent  periculi Jufpicione ,  qui  illorum  traftant  ulcera. 
Hoc  autem  malum  vix  ab  interiors  nafeitur  alterations  5 
fed  externa  origo  eft  :  “  that  fome  delay  in  the  ope- 
*c  ration  muft  have  caufed  a  communication  of  this 
“  contagion  ;  and  as  it  may  be  thus,  and  otherwife 
tc  contracted  by  manual  operations,  thofe  who  drefs 
“  thefe  ulcers  cannot  be  free  from  fufpicious  fears 
tc  and  danger.  This  diforder  feldom  arifes  from 
“  any  interior  alteration,  for  its  origin  is  entirely 
14  external.” 

Suckling.]  This  infection  will  foon  be  commu¬ 
nicated  in  fucking  a  woman’s  breads,  as  the  follow¬ 
ing  obfervation  informs  us.  J  A  certain  woman" 
accuftomed  to  draw  or  fuck  the  breads  of  lying-in 
women,  had  a  venereal  ulcer  in  her  mouth,  which 
fhe  concealed  that  ihe  might  not  lofe  her  daily  de- 
pendance  for  bread  :  thus  fhe  infected  fome  women 
of  the  better  fort  to  a  miierable  degree.  The  cele¬ 
brated  doctor  Barry,  having  an  opportunity  of  vifit- 
ing  thefe  infected  matron^  was  aftonifhed  at  the 
malignant  progrels  of  this  diforder  *,  which  he  de- 
feribes  it  to  be  :  firft  the  breafts  of  thefe  women  were 
lightly  inflamed,  then  the  fkin  fell  off,  then  a  number 
of  red  pimples  fpread  around  the  excoriated  parts 
of  the  bread,  and  from  thefe  iffued  a  thin  ichorous  hu¬ 
mour,  which  would  have  formed  them  into  ulcers, 
if  fome  medicines  were  not  timely  applied  to  them  ; 
a  little  after,  their  private  parts  were  infedted  and 

attacked 
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attacked  with  a  vehement  itching  ;  thefe  parts  were 
over-run  with  ulcers,  from  whence  a  little  matter 
iffued  ;  and  in  a  little  time  their  bodies  were  over- 
fpread  with  pimples  or  boils ;  this  difeafe  thus  far 
made  its  way  iri  the  fpace  of  three  months  :  the  huf- 
bands  of  thefe  women  were  alfo  infe&ed  and  tor¬ 
mented  with  Ihaneresy  from  which  the  venereal  poi- 
fon  fo  foon  difperfed,  that  they  had  ulcers  in  the 
infides  of  their  mouths,  and  red  boils  all  over  their 
bodies. 

This  woman,  who  had  been  the  caufe  of  fo  much 
evil,  was  found  when  examined  to  have  had  a  fmall 
ulcer  at  the  root  of  her  tongue,  and  a  large  frefh 
cicatrix  on  the  infide  of  her  lower  lip  :  fhe  obfti- 
nately  denied  to  have  ever  had  an  ulcer  where  the 
cicatrix  was;  but  fhe  afterwards  confefied  the  truth, 
faying,  fhe  had  concealed  the  filthy  evil,  left  that 
fcandal  or  the  lofs  of  her  earnings  might  be  the  con- 
fcquence,  if  fhe  eonfefled  it  fooner. 

Though  the  do&or  had  then  ftridly  examined  her 
all  over,  he  could  find  no  cutaneous  eruption  about 
this  woman  ;  neither  did  he  find  the  venereal  virus 
to  have  lodged  but  in  the  internal  parts  of  her 
mouth. 

This  woman  fucked  the  breafts  of  many  other 
matrons,  who  had  received  no  damage  from  her ; 
but  the  reafon  of  that  happinefs  was  then  due  to  the 
cure  of  her  under  lip. 

Infants  that  fuck  the  breafts  of  their  mothers  when 
Infe&ed  will  be  allb  infe&ed,  and  the  greateft  part 
of  them  perifh  ;  fo  that  it  is  but  adding  more 
fpeed  to  the  courfe  of  this  diforder,  when  commu¬ 
nicated  by  fuckling  ;  by  ialivation  a  phyfician  is  im¬ 
mediately  to  labour  againft  fo  great  an  evil,  in  fuch 
as  appear  to  be  (lightly  infe&ed. 

I  have  myfelf  feen  a  little  boy  who  was  fo  mife* 
rably  attacked  with  this  difeafe,  that  he  perifhed  in 
three  weeks  time  ;  this  was  owing  to  the  want  of  a 
found  nurfe,  tor  his  had  had  the  palace  of  her 
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mouth  all  torn  with  venereal  ulcers  of  a  filthy  na¬ 
ture  *  I  was  called  upon  too  late  to  aflift  her  with 
.any  remedy.  We  read  that  a  whole  town  had  been 
•  totally  infected,  and  that  other  women  noted  for 
their  charity,,  had  given  their  breafts  to  two  infants 
then  call  out  and  infeded  with  that  difeafe.  * 

By  touching  or  handling.]  If  the  midwife  had 
been  infeded  in  the  manner  before  laid,  in  affi  fling 
the  lying-in  woman,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  fame 
danger  will  attend  thofe  who  venture  to  touch  thofe 
-places  where  all  this  venereal  filth  remains. 

By  fpittle.]  Which  of  all  other  caufes  is  the 
mofl  dangerous,  if  lafcivious  youths  kifs  women 
who  have:  venereal  ulcers  in  the  infide  of  their 
mouths ;  but  as  this  is  a  prelude  to  coition,  it  can 
be  hardly  determined  whether  to  the  kiffes  and 
meeting  of  their  tongues  alone  (as  the  young  Ions 
of  Venus  exprefs  themlelves)  the  enfuing  diforder 
fhould  be  afcribed  or  not  •,  if  the  ehafte  matrons 
were  infeded  by  the  foul  woman's  fucking  their 
breafts,  it  is  eafy  to  apprehend  the  fame  danger 
from  the  lips  and  tongues  not  covered  with  a  thick 
fkin  *,  if  the  venereal  virus  be  communicated  by  the 
faliva  to  thofe  parts,  does  this  virus  eafily  unite  it- 
felf  with  the  faliva?  So  many  believed  whilft  they 
faw  the  virus  expelled  by  falivation. 

By  fweat.]  All  men  have  known  the  cure  by 
perfpiration,  efpecially  after  the  ufe  of  a  large  de- 
•  codion  of  guiacum  wood,  which  has  often  proved 
the  moft  fpecific  remedy  for  the  venereal  diftemper 
(of  which  we  fhall  make  mention  hereafter) ;  in  fuch 
a  cafe,  the  virus  flows  from  the  body  all  over  the 
furface  of  the  fkin  *,  from  whence  k  will  be  dange¬ 
rous  to  fleep  in  the  fame  bed  with  infeded  perfons, 
efpecially  if  they  fweat  plentifully  ;  for  the  vaporous 
fweat  exhaling  from  the  infeded  body,  may  be  eafily 
reforbed,  at  leaft  by  thofe  parts  of  a  found  man 
where  the  veftels  are  more  fpongy  and  apt  to  im- 
;  .  '  bibe: 
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bibe  that  moifture  ;  in  like  manner  it  is  believed  to 
be  communicated  by  bed-cloaths,  linen,  or  other 
wearing  apparel,  if  ufed  by  a  found  man  after  an 
infeded  perfon  ♦,  the  propagation  of  this  difeafe  may 
be  lb  termed  when  fpread  by  fomentation  ;  *  and 
this  contagion  is  to  be  dreaded  by  thofe  who  drink 
Out  of  the  fame  velfel  with  an  infeded  perfon,  or 
wipe  their  mouth  or  lips  with  the  fame  napkin. 
This  celebrated  author  relates  many  more  cafes  in 
the  fame  place,  which  he  colleded  from  different 
authors  who  argue  the  poffibility  of  fuch  an  infec¬ 
tion. 

But  as  all  thefe  were  taken  from  the  narrations  of 
infeded  perfons,  there  is  fome  reafon  to  fufped  them 
to  be  nothing  more  than  a  fiditious  impofition.  As 
thefe  infamous  connedions  are  fhameful,  it  is  pro* 
bable  that  the  men  and  women,  who  ftill  uphold  the 
caufe  of  fuch  a  diftemper,  have  a  more  uncontefted 
right  to  acquire  the  venereal  difeafe. 

Yet  as  from  the  poifon  of  the  meafles,  it  appears 
that  they  are  engendered  by  a  fomes  •,  they  can 
alfo  be  quickened  and  propagated.  A  celebrated 
author  fubjoins  the  following  fentence  :  In  fumma , 
nollem  cquidem  earn  contagionis  viam  pertinaciter  ne- 
gare  - —  —  Verum  enim  vero  vellem  multo  minus  eun- 
dem  contagionis  modum  pro  comp er to  admit tere^  cum  ex- 
perimentis ,  qu£  omni  exceptione  major  a  fint ,  nondum 
liqueat.  “  Upon  the  whole,  I  would  not  indeed 
«  obftinately  deny  the  progrefs  of  that  contagion ; 
«  yet  I  would  not  take  this  contagion  for  granted, 
iC  fince  it  is  not  proved  by  unexceptionable  experi- 
w  merits.** 

Yet  the  teftimony  of  Hildanus  fee  ms  to  be  of 
great  weight ;  for  he  fays,  he  fometimes  obferved  that 
the  venereal  difeafe  may  be  contraded  from  the  fweat 
or  cloaths,  or  the  excremental  ulcers  of  perfons  in¬ 
feded  \ 
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fe&ed  ;  nor  does  he  bring  this  afiertion  from  a  vul¬ 
gar  example. 

A  noble  young  lady,  fifteen  years  of  age,  was 
amongft  a  parcel  of  bacchanalians,  where  Ihe,  and 
fome  other  girls  took  the  indecent  liberty  of 
changing  cloaths  with  the  young  men  :  thus  veiled, 
Hie  felt  great  pain  and  an  itching  about  her  pu¬ 
denda,  and  immediately  lbme  boils  and  malignant 
ulcers  broke  out.  She,  through  fhame,  concealed  the 
evil  until  overcome  with  pain,  and  being  no  longer 
able  to  walk,  difcovered  it  to  her  mother :  Hildanus 
being  fent  for,  found  part  of  the  neck  of  her  blad¬ 
der,  and  womb,  and  pudenda,  with  moll  filthy  ul¬ 
cers,  which  eat  away  to  her  intellinum  reClum,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  fphinCters  of  the  bladder,  and  in- 
tellinum  reCtum  already  corroded  from  whence  a# 
incontinence  of  her  excrements  enfued.  She  la¬ 
boured  under  very  grievous  pains,  attended  with  a 
continual  burning  fever  for  fome  days,  until  Ihe 
died. 

This  miferable  young  lady,  even  to  her  death, 
affirmed  file  had  never  had  any  connection  with  a 
man  :  then,  upon  examination,  the  young  man 
whole  breeches  and  cloaths  Ihe  had  put  on,  was 
found  to  be  moll  feverely  infeCted  with  the  Lues 
Venerea. 

Some  other  obfervations  teach  us,  that  a  man 
may  be  infe&ed  with  the  point  of  a  lurgeon’s  lancet, 
in  bleeding  a  found  man  immediately  after  the  lame 
operation  upon  a  difiempered  perfon.  We  have 
many  fuch  fingular  obfervations  from  the  celebrated 
Aftruc ;  *  but  firft  let  thole  we  have  from  Schenckius 
$  be  defervedly  read,  concerning  this  new  diitem- 
per  in  Moravia,  which  the  people  /called  Brunnum 
Gallicum .  In  the  year  1577,  on  the  nth  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  the  winter  being  then  very  fharp,  all  thofe 
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who  went  to  a  bagnio,  having  applied  cupping- 
glalTes  and  fcarification,  were  attacked  by  a  diftem- 
per  which  had  almofl  every  fymptom  of  the  venereal, 
which  in  fome  remained  concealed  for  eight  days,  in 
others  during  a  fortnight,  and  in  fome  others  du¬ 
ring  a  month  ;  then  fome  unufual  heavinefs,  dejee^ 
tion  of  fpirits,  a  forrowful  countenance,  and  grim 
looks  preceded  this  diforder ;  a  burning  heat  raged 
through  all  the  fwelling  traces  of  the  cupping 
glafies,  which  was  followed  by  a  train  of  boils  and 
putrid  ulcers  :  it  was  a  wonder,  that  all  the  tradls 
of  thefe  glades  did  not  turn  into  ulcers,  for  only  one 
or  two  of  them  at  the  moft  did  fo  ;  and  a  woman, 
who  had  fifteen  of  thefe  glafies  applied  to  her,  had 
but  three  ulcers  from  them.  The  boils  deformed 
and  defiled  the  body,  together  with  fcurfy  ulcers 
and  foul  fcabs,  which  difcharged  a  thick  corruption 
and  tough  mucus,  rather  like  pale  white  corruption, 
than  good  matter.  In  the  progrefs  of  the  diieafe, 
fome  leaks  grew  upon  the  head  into  hard  lumps  or 
warts,  which,  when  broken  or  cut,  difcharged  a 
vifeous  matter,  in  the  flow  manner  that  trees  do  their 
gum,  or  fweat  by  a  watry  diieafe  attending  them 
alfo  •,  all  this  was  attended  with  nocturnal  acute 
pains,  chiefly  about  the  back  and  fhin  -  bones  : 
though  many  were  thus  affiidted,  it  appeared  that 
they  were  only  thole  who  at  the  bath  applied  the 
cupping-glafles  and  fcarifications  to  themfeives  •,  for 
they  were  all  alike  tormented  with  the  fame  evils. 

The  chief  magiftrate  enquired  into  the  caufe  or 
origin  of  this  diftemper,  with  all  poflible  care  5 
but  could  find  no  fault  with  the  mailer  of  the  bath. 
The  fervant  was  then  fufpedled,  who  for  the  agility 
and  promptitude  of  his  hand  in  the  operation,  had  the 
office  of  fcarif’ying  delegated  to  him.  He,  rather 
terrified  with  threats  than  diftrufting  the  juilice  of 
his  caufe,  betook  himfelf  to  flight,  nor  did  he  ever 
appear  *,  from  hence  no  certainty  of  the  caufe  re¬ 
mained.  Some  more  accounts  of  difeafed  perfons 
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are  afterwards  given,  who  laboured  under  this  di- 
{temper  •,  from  which  it  plainly  appeared,  that  this 
diftemper  would  yield  to  no  other  remedies  but  thofe 
commonly  ufed  to  cure  the  venereal  difeafe. 

*  From  Botallus  we  read  another  example  of  the 
Lues  Venerea  communicated  by  fomes,  to  a  man 
who  drank  out  of  the  fame  velfel  with  another,  who 
was  infeded  with  that  diforder ;  nor  do  the  rea- 
fons,  which  Botallus  believes  to  fupport  the  truth  of 
this  matter,  appear  unworthy  of  regard.  The  per- 
fon  difealed  was  a  man  of  approved  credit,  nor  had 
he  any  reafon  to  conceal  any  other  caufe  fo  afiidu- 
oufly :  befides,  the  man  from  whom  he  faid  he  had 
received  it,  was  well  known  by  Botallus  to  have  la¬ 
boured  for  fixteen  months  under  that  diforder,  in 
the  moft:  racking  torment :  OJJi  quoque  narium  non 
Icvis  impendebat  caries ,  &  fauces  femper  aliqua  flamma 
follicitabat :  “  a  deep  caries  alfo  attacked  the  bone 
«  of  his  nofe,  and  fome  burning  heat  troubled  his 
«  jaws.”  Botallus  attended  this  man  and  his  bro¬ 
ther  •,  but  the  other  who  had  been  infeded  by  drink¬ 
ing  out  of  the  cup,  buffered  no  evil  in  any  part  of 
his  body  for  the  fir  ft  two  months  after?  p  except  a  labii 
infer  tor  a  ora ,  quce  a  demiffo  inf e  bio  cratere  patch p  oft 
pruritu  quo  dam  levi,  pox  ulcer  ey  coepit'  efflcrejcere,  nulla 
' tamen  de  hoc  m&rbo  fiijpicione  fufcepta  :  “  except  in 
cc  his  lower  lip,  where  the  infeded  cup  had  touched 
<c  its  infide  a  little  after,  it  began  to  itch  a  little, 
cc  and  prefently  an  ulcer  began  to  work  off  the 
«c  {kin,  yet  he  never  fufpeded  to  have  received  this 
“  diforder.”  But,,  as  it  will  hereafter  be  manifefted, 
that  part  of  the  body  to  which  the  venereal  virus  is 
applied,  is  won!  to  be  affected  firft,  all  the  reft  of  the 
body,  over  which  the  diftemper  entirely  fpreads  it- 
felf  from  an  ulcer  bred  there,  and  then  depofites  it- 
felt  in  many  places  again. 

By  the  genital  fluid.]  This  manner  of  communi¬ 
cating  this  diftemper  is,  of  all  others,  the  moft  fre- 
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quent  and  certain  ;*which  nobody  has  ever  doubted 
^when  the  diftemper  was  known. 

By  exhalation.]  It  is  juftly  doubted,  if  thefe  hu¬ 
mours  which  exhale  from  all  parts  of  the  fuperfides 
of  an  infeded  man’s  body,  can  propagate  -this  evil 
at  a  diftance,  without  any  contad.  I  have  never 
known  a  found  man  to  have  been  infeded  by  any 
experiment  of  this  kind  %  then  as  this  has  not  hap¬ 
pened  thefe  two  hundred  and  feventy  years,  that 
this  diftemper  has  been  on  foot,  it  is  not  yery  likely 
that  it  can  be  pofllble. 

Befides,  this  venereal  contagion  fee  ms  (as  will  be 
hereafter  laid)  to  be  entangled  with  mucofe  thick 
humours :  hence  it  is  not  lb  moveable  after  being 
thus  united  with  thefe,  as  if  it  had  been  alone.  But 
it  is  certain,  that  whilft  by  mercury  and  a  decodion 
of  guiacum  the  humours  are  freed.,  the  venereal  vi¬ 
rus  is  difpatched  from  thefe  bonds  by  which  it  fo 
intricately  adhered,  and  is  exhaled  from  the  body, 
and  fo  difperfed  through  the  ambient  atmofphere, 
fo  that  whilft  the  fick  were  accuftomed  to  be  kept 
in  a  warm  air,  the  moft  part  of  the  faculty  dreaded 
fome  evil  from  thence,  nor  ftayed  long  with  filch 
patients.  But  I  haye  on  purpole  enquired  whether 
it  ever  happened  that  thofe  who  attend  thefe  fick  in 
hofpitals,  where  many  more  fick  lie  in  the  ward, 
have  ever  been  infeded  by  them,  whilft  they  daily 
continue  for  hours  together  in  fuch  an  air.  But 
I  have  never  known  that  happen. 

SECT-  MCCCCXLII. 

AND  it  ufually  manifefis  itfelf  firft  in 
that  part  by  which  it  is  contracted. 

It  for  the  moft  part,  or  at  leaft  oftener  appears 
from  what  has  been  before  faid,  that  the  effed  of 
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this  contagion  manifefts  itfelf  in  that  part  of  the 
body  to  which  it  is  applied  j  for  when  this  diftem- 
per  is  cop  traded  by  duckling,  it  manifefts  itfelf 
about  the  nipples  of  the  breaft  .$  that  is,  if  the  in? 
fant  has  infeded  the  nurfe :  and  on  the  contrary, 
venereal  ulcers  will  breed  on  the  lips,  tongue,  jaws, 
pnd  other  internal  parts  of  the  mouth  of  the  infant, 
if  the  nurfe  infeds  it.  That  man  mentioned  in  the 
precedent  fedion,  who  was  infeded  by  drinking 
.out  of  the  fame  cup  with  another  man,  firft  con? 
traded  the  difeafe  in  the  inficie  of  his  lower  lip,  and 
the  firft  mark  of  the  difeafe  appeared  there.  It  is 
well  known,  that  as  often  as  boils  are  bred  by  im¬ 
pure  yenery  in  the  genital  parts,  they  degenerate 
into  little  ulcers  in  a  fliort  time ;  the  diforder  then 
follows,  attended  with,  all  its  train,  if  not  diligently 
patched  ;  but  whether  the  virus  of  the  difeafe  can? 
not  be  received  immediately  by  the  imbibing  veins 
of  the  parts  to  which  it  is  applied,  and  fo  mixed  with 
the  circulating  humours  as  to  infed  them,  convert 
a  part  of  them  into  its  own  nature,  and  afterwards 
be  depofited  in  various  parts  of  the  body  ;  or  whe? 
ther  it  is  always  required  that  the  place  through 
which  the  virus  enters,  ftiould  firft  be  afteded  with 
it,  fo  as  to  fie  enflamed,  corroded,  ulcerated,  and  fo 
as  aim  oft  to  become  a  poifoned  fomes,  in  which  as 
if  it  were  lurking  in  a  neft,  it  converts  the  humours 
to  its  own  nature,  part  of  which  being  abforbed  by 
the  veins,  then  defiles  the  whole  mat's  of  humours 
by  fuch  a  contagion,  is  a  doubt.  I  have  judged  that 
this  neceftity  cannot  univerfally  appear ;  for  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  very  probable,  that  the  vepereal  virus 
being  made  adive  by  violent  venery,  may  be  com¬ 
municated  to  the  body  without  any  previous  fenfible 
hurt  to  the  genital  parts  by  whi£h  the  diforder  is 
contradcd. 

And  we  fee  this  confirmed  by  the  beft  authors 
who  wrote  of  the  Lues  Venerea  *  fo  Fracajicrius  * 
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informs  us,  that  this  diforder  manifeds  itfelf  not 
immediately,  but  will  fometimes  lurk  for  a  month, 
fometimes  for  two,  and  alfo  very  often  during  four  ; 
yet  it  is  attended  with  fome  certain  figns  of  an  in¬ 
vading  difeafe,  heavinefs,  latitude,  and  palenefs  s 
\ Tandem ,  quod  in  majori  parte  aderat ,  ulcufcula  qu<£- 
dam  circa  pudenda  oriebantur ,  “  in  fine,  for  the 

moft  part  fome  little  ulcers  are  bred  about  the 
private  parts  where  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
he  mentioned  not  thefe  little  ulcers  to  have  been 
bred  in  all  thefe  patients,  but  only  in  the  greater 
part  of  them  ^  befides,  he  does  not  affert  thefe  lit¬ 
tle  ulcers  to  be  immediately  bred  in  the  pudenda, 
from  the  venereal  virus  ;  or  whether  they  fucceeded 
it.  At  lead,  thefe  little  ulcers  which  followed  the 
contra&ion  of  the  contagion,  are  not  objedled  in 
the  firll  place  in  the  enumeration  of  its  fymptoms. 

For  in  either  cafe,  thofe  bliflers  which  break  forth 
through  the  fkins  of  thefe  miferable  people,  grow 
into  very  large  lumps,  which  in  a  few  days  change 
to  the  word  and  fored  of  ulcers  :  but  this  happens 
not  by  an  application  of  the  difeafe  to  that  part  in 
which  it  is  found,  but  is  imbibed  by  the  blood  in 
which  it  lay  concealed  ;  and  is  depofited  in  various 
parts  of  the  body :  certainly  in  thofe  at  lead  who 
had  no  ulcers  in  the  pudenda. 

Some  matters  fimilar  to  thefe,  are  read  in  Bernard 
% omitanus.  4  He  informs  us,  that  the  manifed  figns 
of  the  Lues  Venerea  will  not  appear  for  two,  three. 
Or  four  months.  Nam  ille  ( morbus)  videbatur  delit&f- 
cere ,  £5?  de  futuris  aliorum  calamitatibus  &  fuppliciis 
meditari.  Signa  auiem  latentis  mali  recenfet  h<ec  :  cor¬ 
poris  inertia ,  fegnities  prater  laborem ,  gravitas  mem- 
brorum ,  laffiludines  fpontane as,  lent  or  £5?  tarditas  adtu 
onum ,  fomnolentia  fere  ajjidua ,  macies  corporis ,  virium 
fublatio ,  perturbatio  animi ,  moeror ,  diffidenti# r,  metusy 
pallor  faciei ,  fub  oculis  nigror ,  vultus ,  novitas ,  ma- 
fiuum  &  plant  arum  calor ,  &  alia  plurima.  “  For  this 

“  difeafe 


f  Aphrcdifiac.  p.  1051,  1052* 
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44  difeafe  feems  to  lie  hid  and  fhew  itfelf  alfo,  as 
44  if  meditating  future  calamities  and  chaftife- 
44  ments.  But  he  recites  the  figns  of  this  lurk- 
44  ing  evil  to  be  an  inactivity  of  body,  a  wearinels 
64  beyond  what  labour  would  occafion,  gravity  of 
44  the  members,  fpontaneous  laftitude,  a  Hownefs 
44  of  action,  almoft  conftant  fleepinefs,  a  leannds 
44  of  body,  a  decay  of  ftrength,  a  perturbation  of 
44  mind,  forrow,  diffidence,  fear,  palenefs  of  the 
44  face,  blackning  under  the  eyes,  change  of  coun-r 
44  tenance,  heat  of  the  foals  of  the  feet  and  palms 
44  of  the  hands,  and  many  more.”  He  after  adds, 
that  in  many  more  a  caries  hath  been  feen  to  take 
root,  which  bore  corroding  ulcers,  &c.  from  whence 
it  may  be  again  concluded,  that  fome  have  at  lead: 
received  the  venereal  virus,  though  no  evil  appears 
in  the  pudenda. 

This  is  confirmed  by  a  cafe  from  Dan.  T urner.  * 
A  man  who  for  a  certain  time  led  a  military  life, 
freely  confefied  to  have  lived  not  very  chafte  du¬ 
ring  that  time  ♦,  having  obtained  his  dilcharge,  he 
married  a  woman  who  was  chafte,  found,  and  mo- 
deft,  and  had  many  children  by  her  ♦,  they  lived 
together  very  chaftely,  and  no  fign  of  a  gonorrhea 
or  any  other  evil  had  ever  attacked  him./  Though 
in  his  ftate  of  celibacy  he  had  connections  with 
other  women  •,  yet,  once  after  coition  a  light  ex¬ 
coriation  was  perceived  by  him  on  the  glans  of  the 
penis,  which  fpontaneoufty,  or  by  rubbing  a  little 
pomatum  or  candle  greale  was  immediately  cured  ; 
yet  this  is  known  to  be  a  chief  diagnoftic  fign  of  ve¬ 
nereal  ulcers,  that  they  obftinately  refill  the  com¬ 
mon  methods  of  cure :  from  whence  it  appears 
that  nothing  of  the  venereal  had  adhered  to  the  ge¬ 
nital  parts. 

Yet  this  man  fome  years  afterwards  laboured 
under  the  quinfey,  which  was  cured  by  letting 
blood,  purging,  and  bliftering ;  but  as  the  fame 

evil 

%  •  *  \ 
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evil  re-affumed  its  fury,  he  confulted  dodor  Tur¬ 
ner  about  it  :  the  dodor  found  the  parotids 
enflamed,  and  one  of  them  ulcerated,  with  a 
hole  in  the  palate,  which  admitted  the  broader 
1  end  of  a  probe  with  a  rent,  and  by  which  the  dif- 
eafcd  man  could  find  the  fmoak  pour  fometirnes 
through  his  nofe,  when  he  fmoak’d  tobacco.  The 
probe  touched  no  bone,  when  thruft  into  the  hole, 
becaufe  a  part  of  the  bone  which  formed  the  roof 
or  palate,  it  is  plain  had  been  eat  away ;  but  the 
flefh  around  the  hole  was  iungous.  The  dodor  ap- 
|  plied  a  fumigation  of  cinnabar  to  him,  which  ex¬ 
cited  a  falivation,  and  carried  away  the  diforder ; 
but  the  hole  in  the  palate  of  the  mouth  ftill  re¬ 
mained  wide  enough  to  contain  the  end  of  a  fino-er. 
He  lived  feven  years  in  found  health  after  the  cure, 
and  afterwards,  being  ftruck  with  a  malignant  fever, 
died. 

Thefe  and  many  other  cafes  which  I  have  feen, 
oblige  me  not  to  date  the  learned  Aftruc" s  aflertion 
as  a  general  axiom  of  pradice.  Virus  nunquam  ad~ 
mitti ,  nife  ea  pars ,  qua  admittitur ,  primum  ajfebia 
fuerit.  *  Monet  fequenlia :  Be  Lue  Venerea ,  quo  ties 
morbi  locales  praeluferint ,  ex  levioribus  quide?n  fignis 
judicandum  eft  :  fi  vero  nulli  praecejferint ,  neganti  opt - 
nioni  adbaerefcendum^  vel  ad  fummum ,  quod  reipfa  eodem 
1  ccidit,  judicium  caute  cehibendum ,  dum Jigna  p athognomo- 
nica  plum ,  urgentia ,  certo  certiora ,  rem  in  apertiffima 
luce  collocent.  Proinde  facile  condono ,  ut  de  fadli  ve- 
r  it  ate  uUerius  inquir atur .  Neque  enim  obfuit  unquam , 
profuit  vero  non  femel ,  de  iis ,  qua  evidentiffima  vide - 
hantur ,  queftionem  movijfte.  44  Whenever  the  virus 
44  is  received,  that  part  by  which  it  is  admitted, 
u  is  always  firft  affeded  ;  but  1  entirely  agree  with 
44  that  celebrated  man  who  direds  us  in  the  fol- 
-  ‘  lowing  manner.  Concerning  the  Lues  Venerea  as 
^  pften  as  local  diforders  preceded  a  certain  one, 

I  f*  it  is  to  be  judged  by  lighter  fignals  ^  but  if  none 

“  had 

f  I)e  morb.  veijer.  Ijb.  II.  cap.  iii.  p.  94,  95, 
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had  preceded  it,  the  negative  opinion  is  to  be 

adhered  %o  ;  or  we  muft  at  leaft  carefully  with- 
tc  hold  our  judgment,  till  many  and  irrefiftible  pa- 
“  thognomonic  figns  place  it  in  the  cleared:  light. 
“  Therefore  I  eafily  forgive  a  clofer  enquiry  into 
*c  the  truth  of  the  fa£t,  when  made  ;  for  it  never 
cc  was  of  differvice,  but  rather  of  great  fervice  more 
cc  than  once,  to  call  thefe  things  in  queftion,  which 
“  feemed  mod  evident.” 

Nor  do  thefe  circumftances  which  a  celebrated 
author  *  relates  of  other  poifons,  feem  to  prove 
much*  Whilft  the  fmall  pox  is  applied  to  the  little 
wounds  made  in  the  fkin,  thefe  places  are  generally 
inflamed  and  ulcerated  by  it,  until  the  infection  be¬ 
gins  to  operate.  This  is  true  *,  but  when  it  fpon- 
taneoufly  comes,  without  the  art  of  incihon  or  inno- 
culation  ufed  to  a  man,  who  can  determine  the 
place  to  which  the  contagion  at  firil  adhered,  be¬ 
fore  the  whole  body  is  over- run  with  it  ?  Whild  the 
hydrophobia  approaches,  obiervation  teaches  us, 
that  the  wounds  made  by  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog 
become  inflamed,  and  that  the  fears  of  thofe  wounds 
which  have  been  already  healed,  will  then  burfl 
open  again  *  but  it  is  as  certain,  that  the  faliva  of 
a  mad  dog  has  produced  that  cj-uel  evil  without  any 
previous  wound ;  as  appeared  in  the  chapter  of  ca¬ 
nine  madnefs. 

The  venereal  virus  therefore,  when  not  yet  entan¬ 
gled  with  tough  humours,  pr  'elfe  when  freed  from 
them,  is  fo  very  minute,  and  even  imperceptible  by 
the  fenfes,  that  it  can  find  its  way  into  the  mafs  of 
circulating  humours,  apd  be  carried  with  them 
through  every  part  of  the  body. 

It  is  fully  as  adtive  after  the  lurking  in  the  blood, 
and  has  the  fame  effjsd:  as  if  externally  applied  ; 
from  whence  it  may  happen,  that  whofoever  hath 
this  venereal  contagion  in  his  body  may  have  no 
fign  of  it  externally  ^  yet  that  contagion  may  af¬ 
terwards 

*  De  morb.  vensr.  lib.  ii.  cap.  5.  p.  94,  95. 
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terwards  be  depofited  in  certain  parts  of  the  body, 
with  a  train  of  humours  which  it  has  afiimilated  to 
itfelf,  and  produce  evil  effedts  :  but  it  fometimes 
happens,  that  the  virus  abiorbed  by  the  venereal 
ulcer  of  the  gland,  though  not  large,  may  be  de¬ 
pofited  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  and  then  en- 
fiame  and  ulcerate  them.  I  have  fometimes  feen  ve¬ 
nereal  ulcers  on  the  infide  of  the  mouth,  in  a  few  days 
after  the  infection,  though  it  may  be  that  fuch  little 
ulcer  folely  indicated  a  venereal  contagion  to  have 
been  received  from  impure  venery  ;  nor  can  it  be 
always  afcribed  to  laicivious  kifles,  15 nee  even  the 
whole  fkin  was  at  the  fame  time  lpotted  with 
blotches,  or  venereal  pimples,  or  the  evil  was  de- 
'  pofited  in  different  parts  of  the  body  from  its  firft 
femes.  If  therefore,  the  virus  obforbed  from  a  fmall 
venereal  ulcer  can  infedt  the  whole  body,  cannot 
the  fame  happen  when  an  imprudent  man  is  promp¬ 
ted  to  criminal  connexion  with  a  diftempered  wo¬ 
man  ?  fo  that  the  venereal  poifon  may  be  mixed 
with  the  humours,  though  no  injury  appear  on 
any  external  part  of  the  body ;  though  no  Gonor¬ 
rhea  nor  venereal  ulcer  precede  it,  and  confequentlv 
merely  from  the  contagion  abforbed. 

The  faculty  have  juftly  confidered,  whether  the 
actual  prefence  of  the  venereal  virus  in  the  body, 

■  can  be  dil'covered  by  any  figns  before  it  is  depofited 
in  any  certain  place  of  the  body,  and  manifeits  it- 
lelf  by  fome  fenfible  effect. 

If  we  attentively  confider  what  are  read  of  the 
Brunnus  Gallicus,  of  which  mention  has  been  made 
in  the  preceding  fedtion,  the  health  of  the  in- 
fefted  will  appear  to  have  been  impaired  by  that 
diftemper* ;  for  it  is  faid  that  the  figns  of  its  received 
ifury  do  not  immediately  break  forth,  but  will  fome¬ 
times  remain  dormant  for  fome  months.  Interim  in- 
fueta  quadam  ignavia ,  feu  torpore,  gravati ,  pigri,  feg- 
nes,  inertes  ad  confueta  munia  obetmda ,  ammo  quoque 

abjefto^ 

*  Schcnck.  obftrvat.  med.  rarior.  lib,  VI.  p.  81S,  et  feq. 
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abjcBc ,  trifles  vultu ,  £#772  nec  mens ,  manus  & 

pedeSy  ojflcium  facerent ,  veluti  umbra. :,  homines , 

pafflm  oberr antes  confpiciebantur.  Nativus  faciei  color 
in  pallidum?  vigor  ipfle  oculorum  in  torvum , 

fufco?  ficut  muheribus  menflruatis?  deformem , 
Jubito?  immutatus  :  frons  exporreftior  in  caper  at  am  & 
nubilam  degeneraverat .  “  In  the  mean  time  they  are 

46  attended  with  unaccuflomed  heavinefs,  (loth,  in- 
activity  of  body,  dejedtion  of  mind,  a  forrowful 
tc  countenance,  a  dulnefs  of  the  eyes,  encircled  with 
<c  black  like  women  at  their  periodical  times  ;  pale- 
tc  nefs  of  face  already  deformed,  the  mind,  hands* 
4C  and  feet,  ftill  refufing  their  offices,  or  only  at- 
“  tempting  to  perform  them ;  like  ffiadows  rather 
tc  than  men,  as  they  but  appear  to  wander  about. 
“  The  forehead  more  ftretched  out  degenerates  into 
angry  frowns  and  horny  wrinkles.”  If  thefe  figns 
be  compared  with  thofe  others,  I  have  before  noted 
from  Bernardus  T 'omit anus ,  they  will  appear  alike, 
and  to  be  thofe  which  each  author  uled  in  de^ 
fcribing  the  Lues  Venerea,  whilft  it  lay  hid  in  its 
feed.  But  Tomitanus,  in  the  year  1 576,*  died 
of  the  plague  in  Padua,  at  the  age  of  feventy 
years,  conlequently  could  have  heard  nothing  of  the 
Brunnus  Gallicus ;  and  it  is  by  no  means  credible, 
that  Jordanus  Brunus,  who  faw  the  dilfemper  with 
his  own  eyes,  defcribed  the  fymptoms  of  the  com 
cealed  infedlion  from  Tomitanus. 

But  it  is  firft  to  be  obferved,  that  after  the  firffi 
fteps  of  this  diforder,  it  betrays  itfelf  by  manifelf 
figns  •,  for  the  venereal  virus  was  depoiited  in  fome 
certain  places  of  the  body,  and  not  yet  feparated 
from  the  humours  ;  for  example,  Vefligia  cucurbi- 
tularum  turgefcentia  extemplo  ardor  invajit  immenfus 
it  immedicabiltSy  quem  fcedi  abfgeflus?  ulcer  a  excepere 
putriday  fanie  taboque  fluentiay  £s?r.  “  Violent  and 
‘6  obftinate  heat  invaded  the  fwelling  traces  of  -  the 
<c  cupping-glalTes,  which  afterward  broke  forth  into 

“  foetid 


*  Aftruc,  <3e  mgrb.  vener.  torn.  II.  p.  766. 
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“  fetid  boils  and  putrid  ulcers  flowing  with  a  filthy 
“  corruption,”  &c.  Perhaps  the  indrument,  by 
which  the  fcarifications  were  made,  was  infedted,  and 
left  the  virus  in  thofe  places  it  cut ;  which  might 
have  remained  for  fome  time  there,  and  afterwards 
become  adtive  fo  as  to  produce  the  word  of  ulcers. 
But  then,  thefe  foetid  ulcers  would  have  broke  out 
in  all  the  fcarified  places  :  but  the  hidory  of  this 
diftemper  teaches  us  different  *,  for  there  *  we  read 
as  follows  :  Admiratione  dignum  initio ,  quod  e  tot  af- 
fixis  cucurbitis ,  turn  alii  decern  plus  minus ,  ires  quoquc 
tantum  nonnulli ,  opponi  jujfijfent ,  una  duntaxat ,  aut 
ad  fummum  du<e  (focrui  Lauren  tia  far  tor  is  e  quinde - 
cim  tres )  ex  iis  omnibus  in  fee  dam  tranfiverant  vomi- 
cam  :  “  In  the  beginning  it  is  worthy  of  admira- 
tion,  that  from  fo  many  cupping-glades  applied, 
“  that  fome  ordered  ten  at  lead,  others  lefs,  or  three 
6C  only  to  be  applied,  that  one  or  two  only  at  the 
6C  molt,  (out  of  fifteen,  put  on  the  daughter-in-law 
66  of  Laurence  the  taylor,  three  only)  fhould  turn 
“  into  foetid  running  fores.”  From  whence  it  ap- 
j  pears,  that  the  virus  of  the  diftemper  did  not  ad¬ 
here  fixed  to  the  fcarified  places,  but  that  the  health 
was  didurbed,  and  the  virus  was  mixed  with  the  hu¬ 
mours  in  a  wonderful  manner ;  and  afterwards  de- 
pofited  in  thofe  places,  which  it  ravaged  by  a  foetid 
ulcer ;  it  a  ut  caro ,  cucurbit <e  ambitu  circumfeptay  cor - 
rofay  putrefcensy  tetrum ,  ut  e  Telephiis  a  Phagtede- 
nicis juicer  ibus,  feet  or  em  infexerit  *,  “  fo  that  the  flefh, 
46  within  the  circuit  of  the  cupping-glafs,  was  every 
<c  where  feized,  corroded,  and  putrified  with  corrup- 
tion,  fo  as  to  difeharge  a  flench  of  cankered  fores. ,s 
In  the  courfe  of  this  work,  when  we  come  to 
fpeak  of  the  venereal  buboe,  it  will  evidently  ap¬ 
pear,  that  the  Lues  Venerea  for  the  mod  part  ma- 
nifeds  itfelf  in  that  part  by  which  it  is  contradtedy 
but  yet  not  always. 

SEC  T. 

*  Scherick.  in  loco  modo  citato. 
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SECT,  MCCCCXLIII.  . 

NOR  hath  it  ever  taken  its  rife  from 
any  man  or  woman  not  infected  with 
the  fame  difeafe. 

It  fully  appears,  from  what  hath  been  faid,  that 
the  Lues  is  the  moft  contagious  diftemper,  and  that 
it  is  moil  extensively  fpread  by  contagion,  admits  of 
no  manner  of  doubt ;  but  before  in  Sect.  13 82,  and 
1409,  where  treating  of  contagion  in  general  it  was 
fhown,  that  contagion  neceffarily  pre-fuppofes  two 
men,  one  from  whom  the  contagion  paffes,  and  ano¬ 
ther  who  receives  the  fame  in  himfelf*  and  grows 
ill  by  the  fame  diforder  as  the  firft. 

But  if  we  confider  this  matter,  we  cannot  deny 
that  the  firft  of  mankind  who  laboured  under  this 
contagious  diforder,  had  not  contracted  it  without 
any  communication  of  a  contagion  from  another 
man  *,  for  it  implies  a  manifeft  contradiction,  that 
he  who  firft  laboured  under  any  difeafe,  fhould  have 
received  infection  from  another  man  ;  as  therefore 
the  firft  who  laboured  under  this  difeafe  was  infec* 
ted  without  any  contagion,  why  fhould  not  the  fe-* 
cond,  third,  &c.  alfo  ?  From  fuch-like  caufes  which 
produced  the  diftemper  in  the  firft,  many  may  be  af¬ 
fected  in  the  fame  manner. 

But  it  was  proved  in  the  paragraphs  juft  now 
cited,  that  difeafes  may  fp ring  from  manifeft  caufes 
in  the  human  body,  which  difeafes  are  the  effects 
of  thofe  caufes,  and  yet  the  body  of  the  fick  man 
may  be  changed  by  thofe  fame  difeafes,  fo  as  that  he 
may  infect  other  men  who  had  not  been  expofed  to 
thefe  manifeft  caufes  by  which  the  difeafes  were  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  firft  fick  man. 

But  where  the  contagion  once  takes  birth,  there 
is  no  need  that  the  fame  caufe  which  produced  the 

diforder 
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diforder  in  the  firft  Tick  man,  fhould  always  remain  ; 
but  that  the  fame  difeafe  may  go  on  to  exercife  its 
force  on  others,  by  communicating  a  contagion, 
which,  whoever  can  avoid,  will  remain  free  from 
the  difeafe,  as  was  proved  by  many  more  cbfervations 
in  thofe  places  already  cited. 

From  hence  it  is  underflood,  why  certain  diforders 
are  derived  from  certain  regions  where  they  are  ende- 
mial,  and  only  brought  by  contagion  into  other  rer 
gions ;  which  contagion  being  once  overcome,  the 
difeafe  takes  no  fecond  birth,  ynlefs  the  fame  con- 
courfe  of  caufes  happens  which  produced  the  difeafe 
in  the  firft  man  who  laboured  under  it ;  yet  this  very 
rarely  comes  to  pafs,  and  in  certain  regions  never. 

But  I  have  known  no  obfervation  by  which  it  can 
be  demonflrated,  that  the  Lues  Venerea  hath  taken 
birth  in  Europe  without  a  contagion. 

Neverthelefs,  as  the  firfl  who  was  attacked  with 
the  Lues,  had  contracted  it  without  a  contagion,  he 
ought  to  have  bred  it  fern  one  or  more  caufes  con¬ 
curring  with  this  filthy  difeafe.  The  faculty  were 
very  affiduous  in  the  fearch  of  fuch  caufes,  whilft 
they  carefully  explored  this  new  diforder ;  and,  as  is 
cuftomary  in  fuch  cafes,  they  divided  into  different 
opinions. 

It  was  before  fa  id,  that  the  Lues  Venerea  was 
afcribed,  in  its  firft  origin,  to  fome  certain  afpedls 
of  the  flars,  inundations,  and  various  other  caufes  •, 
but  then  it  was  ajfo  proved,  that  fuch  caufes  had 
often  exiftpd  in  Europe  before  this  diftemper  was 
known  there,  and  alfo  afterwards ;  yet  it  was  never 
obferved  that  the  diftemper  was  thereby  rendered 
more  general  or  virulent. 

Many  *  have  believed  that  the  leprofy  had  deger 
perated  into  the  Lues  Venerea  and  its  origin  was 
attributed  to  a  famous  harlot,  whofe  favours  were 
obtained  for  fifty  pieces  of  gold,  by  a  foldier  of  fome 
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military  order  ;  which  harlot  had  the  leprofy.  Then 
as  this  youth,  and  many  more,  often  frequented  this 
woman’s  company,  more  than  forty  of  them  were  in 
a  few  days  infected,  and  the  evil  was  extenfively 
fpread  among  others  *. 

But  as  the  celebrated  JJlruc  excellently  remarks  f , 
that  F<elix  Platerus ,  during  forty-three  years  fuccef- 
fively,  had  infpedted  into  the  nature  of  the  leprofy, 
and  having  many  occafions  for  employing  himlelf  in 
fuch  obfervations,  well  knew  that  difeafe :  but  he 
afferts  the  leprofy  to  be  a  difeafe  quite  different  from 
the  Lues  Venerea,  whofe  figns  and  fymptoms  he  very 
diligently  fearched  into,  becaufe  the  knowledge  of 
that  difeafe  was  then  very  neceflary,  whilft  the  Lues 
was  believed  to  be  fpread  to  fome  diftance  by  con¬ 
tagion  •,  and  therefore  the  chief  magiftrate  ordered  the 
found  fo  be  feparated  from  the  difeafed,  and  appointed 
particular  hofpitals  for  the  poor,  where  they  might 
b,e  cured. 

But  as  this  diforder  is  chiefly  propagated  by  co¬ 
ition,  many  have  believed  that  this  fcourge  of  fen- 
fuality  had  principally  taken  its  origin  from  unbridled 
Juft;  at  leaf):  this  caufe  cannot  properly  be  afligned 
for  its  origin  in  Europe,  neither  would  it  have  lain 
hid  there  for  fo  many  ages,  if  it  had  its  origin  from 
thence.  The  manners  of  the  ancients  were  very 
depraved,  as  hiftory  informs  us;  yet  we  find  no 
trace  of  the  Lues  Venerea  in  antient  hiflory,  not 
even  in  the  poets,  who  feverely  lafhed  mens  immo¬ 
rality,  without  fparing  the  vices  of  the  age.  In  what 
lively  colours  would  Juvenal,  Horace,  Martial,  &c. 
deferibe  the  miferable  victims  to  this  difeafe,  if  they 
faw  thefe  mutilated  fons  of  venery,  fome  with  their 
nofes  cut  off  or  torn,  or  boils  flowing  with  filthy  cor¬ 
ruption  ?  From  whence  it  may  be  .concluded,  that . 
the  coincidence  of  thofe  caufes,  from  which  the  dis¬ 
temper 

*  Aphrodifiac..  p.  903.  f  Ete  morb.  verier. 

§om.  II.  p.  878. 


Se<ft.  1443.  The  Venereal  Disease.  35 

temper  might  have  had  its  birth  without  any  preced¬ 
ing  contagion,  was  not  yet  oblerved  in  Europe. 

But  in  the  torrid  regions,  where  women  are  ob¬ 
ierved  to  have  their  courfes  more  acrid,  where  no 
difficulty  attends  the  defire  of  any  raviffier,  where 
the  men  furioufly  ruffi  on  with  loofe  reins  to  venery, 
it  does  not  feem  entirely  improbable  that  the  filthy 
difeafe  had  its  origin  there.  It  at  leaft  feems  a  pro¬ 
bable  conjedture  of  Aftrac  *,  which  he  thus  pro- 
pofes :  Cum  ergo  in  omnibus  terras  locis ,  ubi  Lues  Ve¬ 
nerea  antiquitus  endemw  fuiffe  ei videtur ,  eundem  aeris  fer¬ 
vor  em  cum  pari  incolarum  mpudicitia  conjundtum  fuiffe 9 
manifeftum  fit ,  hand  inanis  hide  locus  eft  colligendi ,  mor- 
bum  natura  eundem ,  quo  regicnes  longiftime  diffita^  & 
inter  quas  nulla  fuit  commercii  communio ,  Jimili  mo  do 
infeftabantur ,  a  fimili  can  far  uni  ear  undent '  concur fu ,  in 
quo  tautum  convenirent ,  generatiim  dim  fuiffe ,  &  gene- 
rari  etiamnum ,  ft  indigene  iifdem  moribus  vivant . 
Therefore,  as  in  all  places  of  the  earth  where  the 
Lues  Venerea  feems  formerly  to  have  been  ende- 
mial,  it  is  well  known  that  a  fervent  temperature 
of  the  air  had  been  joined  to  an  equal  impudicity 
“  of  the  inhabitants,  there  feems  r-eafon  to  conclude, 
“  that  a  diftemper  which  had  prevailed  with  the  fame 
“  fymptoms,  in  regions  diftant  from  one  another, 
tc  and  between  whom  no  commerce  had  ever  been 
“  carried  on,,  was  generated  in  all  by  the  concurrence 
u  of  the  fame  caufes,  and  may  be  produced  again, 
“  if  the  inhabitants  live  in  the  fame  immoral  man- 


cc 


u 


u 


“  nerd’ 


Many  others  would  have  the  Lues  Venerea  to  have 
had  its  birth  from  a  mixture  of  nations  and  afiemblage 
of  their  various  diieafes,  which  all  met  together  at 
the  camps  before  Naples.  But  the  celebrated  Mor¬ 
gagni  f  makes  the  following  remark  :  ffuafti  vero  its 
in  caftris  major  fuiffet  nationum  commiftio ,  quam  Rom<e 
quondam ,  cum  anum  idemqUe  fccrtum.  pateret  Cattis , 

D  2  Germanis , 
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Germanis ,  Dacis,  Cilicibus ,  Cappadocibus^  lndisy  Ju - 
dWA,  &V.  J  Roma  deer  at  natio  Americana , 

quacum  qui  commercium  per  fe ,  aut  per  alios  fait em,  bar 
bnijfent ,  /»  caftris  illis  non  deer  ant ;  ut  unde  nova  non 
morborum  colleffio ,  Lues,  in  Europam  venerit ,  intel- 
ligatur :  “  As  if  in  that  camp  a  greater  mixture  of 
t4  nations  happened  than  formerly  at  Rome,  where 
“  one  and  the  fame  proditute  was  expofed  to  the 
“  Germans,  Tranfilvanians,  Cappadocians,  Indians, 
tc  Jews,  &c.  the  American  nation  only  was  then 
“  wanting  at  Rome  *,  but  in  that  camp  there  was  no 

want  of  perfons  who  had  commerce  with  all  other 
<c  nations,  at  lead  intermediately,  to  fhew  from 
“  whence  this  Lues,  not  aflemblage  of  difeafes,  had 
H  its  origin.”  ’ 

But  though  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  often  ufed  bad  victuals,  yet  the  origin  of  the 
Lues  Venerea  cannot  from  thence  be  deduced,  as  the 
celebrated  Adruc  ||  demonftrates  by  more  proofs 
than  one,  at  lead  in  befieged  cities  in  Europe ;  or 
when,  for  other  caufes,  a  fcarcity  of  proviflons  dif- 
tredes  the  milerable  inhabitants,  and  the  word  of 
diforders  have  been  bred ;  but  the  Lues  Venerea  ne¬ 
ver  was  of  their  number.  From  whence  it  may  be 
very  judly  concluded,  that  the  Lues  Venerea  did  not 
fpontaneoufly  take  birth  in  Europe,  but  was  propa¬ 
gated  by  contagion  ;  §  which  is  chiefly  communicated 
by  coition,  by  killing,  or  at  the  breads.  For 
though  that  celebrated  author,  Antonius  Mufa  Bra- 
favolus  denies  not  that  it  may  be  communicated  by 
other  means,  luch  as  fleeping  in  the  fame  bed  with 
one  infected,  drinking  out  of  the  fame  veflel,  &c. 
with  him,  yet  he  obferves,  addendum  ejfe ,  ad  hoc  ufque 
tempus  non  efje  vifum ,  neqite  cognitum ,  quod  quifpiam 
fifi  per  ccitum ,  vel  ofculutn ,  vel  mammas ,  hunc  mor- 
bum  receperit  ;  “  that  even  unto  this  day  it  has  not 

“  been 
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“  been  known  that  any  perfon  had  received  this  dif- 
cc  eafe,  nnlefs  by  kiffirig,  fucking  at  the  breaft,  or 


u  by  coition.” 


SECT.  MCCCCXLIV. 

H  E  part  infe&ed  (Sect.  1442)  is  at 


l  divers  times  truly  known,  chiefly  by  a 
diveffity  of  contagious  matter  iflfuing  from  the 
infected  place,  by  a  degree  of  heat,  by  a  change 
of  conftitution,  by  itching,  heat,  a  foft  in¬ 
flammation,  by  a  rough,  fcaly,  whitifh,  mu- 
cofe,  corroding  puftule*  not  to  be  cured  by 
common  medicines. 

As  the  Lues  Venerea  is  fo  grievous  an  evil,  and 
as  it  is  rendered  worfe  by  delay,  every  phyficiau 
Ought  therefore  to  apply  his  labours,  that  it  may  be 
known  at  its  firft  appearance.  Se<ft.  1442  informed 
Us,  that  this  diftemper  is  wont  to  manifeft  itfelf  firft 
in  that  part  by  which  it  was  contracted ;  but  it  was. 
alfo  faid,  that  fometimes  the  venereal  virus  is  mixed 
with  the  mafs  of  humours,  without  leaving  a  trace' 
in  that  part  by  which  it  was  contracted  ;  but  the  con¬ 
tagion,  if  riot  by  good  fortune  carried  away  from 
the  body,  as  fometimes  feems  to  be  the  cafe,  it 
changes  a  part  of  thofe  humours  with  which  it 
flowed  through  the  velTel  into  its  own  nature ;  and 
this  evil,  fo  borne  in  a  man  found  before,  will  be 
depofited  in  various  parts  of  his  body,  and  begin  to 
adhere  there,  and  fo  produce  various  evils. 

In  this  feCtion  we  mult  treat  about  thefe  mor¬ 
bid  changes  which  appear  in  various  parts  of  the 


,  whilft  the  contagion  adheres  to  them,  whether 


by  immediate  contaCt  of  an  infeCted  perfon,  or  whe,- 
ther  by  a  depofition  of  contagious  matter  before 
mixed  with  the  humours,  and  now  Removed  to  thofe 
parts  of  the  body. 


According 
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^  According  to  the  variety  of  the  places  infeded,  a 
diverfity  is  manifdlly  obferved  ;  for  as  moft  parts 
of  the  body  are  covered  with  a  rough  fkin,  but  fome 
want  theie  ;  fo  it  has  been  obferved,  that  whilft  mid- 
wives  feel  the  genital  parts  moiflened  by  the  vene¬ 
real  corruption  a  long  while,  they  mult '  be  affeded 
by  the  diforder,  where  a  contagion  of  a  molt  effi¬ 
cacious  malignity  mult  penetrate  the  hard  fkin,  fo  as 
to  infect  the  body,  or  raife  an  ulcer  in  that  fkin  very 
hard  to  be  cured ;  as  the  fame  is  often  obferved  in 
the  bac.K  of  the  penis,  whilft  the  fkin,  by  impure 
coition,  is  corroded  by  a  foetid  ulcer  :  but  where 
the  corruption  breeds  in  thofe  parts  of  the  body 
wnich  have  no  fkin,  and  c  id  ex  is  paribus ,  the  virus 
more  eafily  penetrates,  yet  not  always  fo,  that  this 
dangerous  evil  follows  ;  lo  it  is  well  known,  that 
the  cutis  does  not  cover  the  noftrils  and  lips,  but  the 
epidermis  only,  as  it  does  likewife  the  whole  internal 
bone.  So  it  is  with  regard  to  the  breafts  of  a  wo¬ 
man,  and  the  interior ^part  of  her  genitals,  in  the 
glans  of  the  penis,  and  in  the  internal  luperficies  of  the 
praspuce.  1  hefe  feem  to  be  more  eafily  infeded  alfo 
by  a  lighter  contagion,  whilib  the  parts  covered  with 
fkin  are  better  defended.  So  it  is  generally  obferved 
that  the  Jews  are  lefs  fubjed  to  infedion,  if  in  the 
fame  circumftances  ;  for  as  the  fore-fldn  is  cut  off' 
from  them,  the  naked  glans  of  the  penis  is  conti¬ 
nually  rubbed  by  their  .cloaths,  and  thereby  rendered 
more  callous  j  likewife  that  between  the  fore- fkin 
anu  the  glans,  notnmg  can  be  colleded  to  prevent 
the  adivity  of  the  virus,  and  therefore  it  is  much 
worle  and  more  acrid.  For  this  reafon  the  frasnurn 
of  the  praepuce,  in  thofe  who  have  it  fhort,  is  fo 
frequently  corroded,  viz,  by  the  lodging  of  the  vi¬ 
rus  fo  readily  upon  it. 

.  °f  contagious  matter.]  The  whole  hiftory  of  this 
difeafe  teaches,  that  divers  degrees  of  the  malignity 
may  be  obferved  in  the  contagious  matter  of° this 
diftempen  It  "will  hereafter  appear*,  that  there  are 

venereal 
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venereal  gonorrheas  very  mild  as  yet,  from  which 
the  matter,  changed  from  white  to  draw  colour, 
diftils  from  the  penis,  and  attacks  the  urethra  with 
a  light  painful  heat.  From  fome  others  this  matter 
comes  forth  of  a  deep  yellow,  and  from  others  green- 
ifh,  corroding  and  affe&ing  the  urethra  with  into¬ 
lerable  pain,  while  the  urine  is  difcliarged  ;  the  vedels 
corroded,  and  the  urine  is  bloody.  In  the  word  of  go¬ 
norrheas  however,  if  proper  medicines  be  applied,  We 
fee  the  word  and  mod  acrid  contagious  matter  gra¬ 
dually  amend,  until,  with  remarkable  decreafe  of 
all  the  fymptoms,  it  comes  away  whitifh,  or  a  little 
yellowifh,  and  in  a  lfnall  quantity,  and  at  length 
ceafes  altogether. 

But  it  is  eafily  underdood,  that  a  woman  mud  be 
infected  with  the  fame  virulence  as  the  man  was  with 
whom  die  was  connected.  This  obfervation  holds, 
if  the  didemper  be  confirmed;  and  not  any  one 
part,  but  the  whole  body  be  infected.  What  the 
celebrated  Adruc  has  written,  concerning  the  variety 
of  the  contagion,  deferves  to  be  read.  * 

By  a  degree  of  exciting  heat.]  As  it  feems  that 
this  didemper  was  formerly  bred  in  the  hotted  coun¬ 
tries  without  any  contagion,  at  lead  in  the  fird  man 
who  laboured  under  it,  as  was  faid  in  the  precedent 
feftion,  it  feems  very  poflibie  that  the  activity  of 
the  venereal  virus  might  have  been  increafed  by  a 
greater  degree  of  heat  •,  from  whence  it  has  been  ob- 
ferved,  that  this  difeafe  hath  fome  times  made  fuch 
havock  in  the  burning  regions  of  Africa.  It  is  alfo 
obferved,  that  the  bodies  of  infants  and  boys  nourifh 
this  foetid  difeafe  more  readily  :  for  by  engaging  in 
venery,  their  bodies  are  in  general  hotter  than  thofe 
of  the  adult.  Whild  filthy  proditutes  are  incited  to 
venery  by  handfome  young  men,  it  is  to  be  feared,  if 
they  are  infejfled,  that  the  contagion  will  be  more 
violent. 

D  4  Jk 
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It  is  conftantly  obferved,  that  thofe  of  the  infedted 
who  indulge  themfelves  with  hot  wines,  aromatic  ipices, 
and  fpirituous  liquors,  feel  an  increale  of  all  the 
evils  of  the  difeafe.  Phyficians  are  often  grieved  that 
fuch  patients  fhould  become  difobedient  towards  the 
finifhing  their  cure  by  mercury  or  decodtions,  and  fa 
defpife  thofe  falutary  precepts  of  art,  as  to  give 
themfelves  up  to  excels  of  gluttony  and  drinking* 
until  a  return  of  the  difeafe  again  Ihews  itfelf,  arifing 
from  fome  minute  virulent  particle  which  had  not 
yet  been  expelled  from  the  body,  fo  that  improper 
or  bad  diet  agitates  it  again  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the 
evil  remains,  and  they  and  the  phylicians  hopes 
fcandaloufly  fail  of  cure. 

It  is  true  that  the  fick  are  kept  in  a  warm  air, 
whilft  the  cure  is  attempted  by  falivation  or  decodtion ; 
but  the  intention  then  is,  that  the  humours,  loofened 
by  the  force  of  thofe  remedies,  may  be  driven  out  of 
the  body  by  falivation  or  fweating,  with  the  venereal 
virus  that  adheres  to  them.  So  far  it  conduces  to 
a  cure,  when  the  fick  live  in  a  warm  climate,  during 
the  expulfion  of  the  difeafe  from  the  body,  then  their 
ftrength  is  fuftained  by  foft  diet,  and  what  had  been 
loft  is  again  reftored  to  them. 

Rendering  the  ftrength  of  the  contagion  more 
adtive  by  heat,  is  a  very  different  thing  from  expel¬ 
ling  that  evil  by  a  heat  prudently  increafed,  the  hu¬ 
mours  being  firft  diffolved.  From  hence  likewife,  in 
hot  regions,  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe  will  be 
fooner  and  more  happily  eftedted,  if  proper  methods* 
are  applied. 

From  a  diverftty  of  constitution  or  air.]  It  fol¬ 
lows,  from  what  has  been  before  faid,  that  men  of 
a  hot  conftitution  are  fooner  and  more  vehemently 
affedted  by  the  contagion  of  this  diftemper  ;  and  that 
in  cold  and  phlegmatic  constitutions,  and  fat  cor¬ 
pulent  men,  this  diftemper'  is  entangled  by  flow  and 
vifeid  humours,  and  is  more  hard  to  be  extricated 
from  them,  as  will  be  treated  of  hereafter. 


By 


Sedh  1444.  The  Venereal  Disease.  4t 

By  itching,  heat,  a  gentle  inflammation,  a  little 
blifter,  &c.]  What  may  appear  changed  in  that 
part  by  which  the  contagion  of  the  Lues  Venerea  was 
contra&ed,  is  now  to  be  ftri&ly  enquired  into. 
Thefe  things  were  all  accurately  defcribed,  *  where 
that  part  by  which  a  contagion  firfl  enters  lies  open 
to  the  eyes.  Ibi  enim  macula  rubella  cbfervatur ,  qua 
variola  nafciturx,  aut  morbilli ,  ftigma ,  vel  morfum 
pulicis ,  ferme  refert.  In  hac  ager  pruritum  levem>  ca~ 
lorem  moleflum ,  vise  dolorem ,  fentit.  Kiev  at  ur  papula 
hac,  fquamulamque  cuticula  attollens  bullulam  elevate 
quar  fi  latice  tenui ,  pellucido ,  diftenditur ,  rupta  dein 
facile  fanari ,  abfque  ulteriori  malo ,  folet  :  u  For 
“  there  fome  red  fpots  are  obferved,  which  are  much 
<c  like  a  nafcent  fmall-pox  or  meafles,  pimples  or 
“  flea-bites.  Here  the  patient  feels  a  light  itching, 
“  and  fome  troublefome  heat,  fcarcely  to  be  called  a 
“  pain  :  a  blifter  here  ri fes  ;  lifting  up  a  knob  raifes 
“  alfo  fome  fcales  on  the  ikin,  which  if  covered  by  a 
“  thin  pellucid  fkin,  and  then  breaking,  it  will  be. 
“  eafily  cured,  without  any  farther  evil.5* 

For  the  fkm  being  broken,  the  contagious  particle** 
together  with  a  moifture  or  water  to  which  it  ad¬ 
hered,  flows  out  *,  nor  does  it  leave  any  trace  of  evil  j 
as  it  is  but  thin,  it  fails  of  that  tenacity  by  which  the- 
diforder  might  have  been  entangled  and  fixed  in  the" 
place. 

Quo  ties  vero  macula  modo  defcripta  in  tuberculum 
ajfurgit  repletum  materia  fubalbida  flavefcenter  fpiffei 
injiar  cremoris  laliis  recentis ,  vix  coherent er  fed  inftar 
ejufdem  cremoris  defluent  e  quafi  \  quando ,  intercept  a  di~ 
git  is  1  horum  a  fe  invicem  abduttione  lenta  remittitur  y 
qua  exficcata ,  ex  viridi  flavefcens ,  indurefcit  cum  lin •* 
teis^  quibus  inharet  \  turn  femper  ftniftri  magis  0 minis 
erit  malumy  fufpeblum  prudenti  medico ,  neque  adeo  facile 
fanabile .  Cancrum  feu  idiotifmo  chirurgi  jam  vocare 
fole.nL  -f*  “  But  as  often  as  thefe  fpots  now  defcribed 

“  rik:  into  a  fwelling,  filled  with  matter  turning 

w  from 

*  In  Praefationc  Aphrodifiaci.  -J*  Ibid. 
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44  from  white  to  yellow,  about  the  thicknefs  of  new 
44  cream,  no  way  vifcous  •,  for  being  taken  between 
44  the  fingers,  it  falls  into  broken  drops,  when. 
44  gently  preffed  and  feparated  by  them;  thin,  turn- 
44  ing  from  yellow  to  green,  as  it  dries  and  hardens 
44  upon  the  linen  it  adheres  to,  it  always  gives  a  bad 
44  omen  of  this  dittemper,  which  is  fufpe&ed  by  a 
44  prudent  phyfician  to  be  not  fo  eafily  curable. 
44  Surgeons  have  called  it  a  chancre,  becaufe  it 
44  obeys  not  the  common  remedies,5’  feeds  gradually' 
upon  neighbouring  places,  and  if  it  is  covered  with 
a  cruft,  and  feems  to  be  almoft  dry,  many  more 
fuch  take  birth  again,  with  every  property  of  the 
former. 

The  firft  trace  of  the  Lues  Venerea  in  that  part  of 
the  body  it  firft  inredted,  was  wont  to  appear  in  fuch 
form  whilft  the  contagion  adhered  to  that  place,  for 
if  that  contagion,  by  the  great  heat  of  the  air  or  the 
conftitution,  had  become  very  adtive  and  moveable 
by  fervent  venery,  it  fometimes  remains  not  fixed  in 
the  external  integuments  of  the  body ;  but  being  ab- 
forbed  by  the  imbibing  veins,  it  is  mixed  with  the 
humours,  and  converts  a  part  of  them  into  its  own 
nature.  This  morbid  matter  is  afterwards  carried 
to  the  exterior  habit  of  the  body,  and  produces  firm- 
lar  puftules,  as  hath  been  before  faid,  in  Seel.  1442. 

And  it  is  fometimes  obferved,  for  I  myfelf  have 
feen  the  venereal  virus  already  received  in  the  blood, 
and  afterwards  depofited  in  the  fkin,  produce  fpots 
of  a  dark  red,  hardly  railed,  which  become  rough 
and  fcaly,  and  after  many  fucceffive  i'cales,  brake 
and  change  to  venereal  ulcers  *,  which  daily  diicharged 
a  large  quantity  of  corruption,  turning  from  a  yel- 
fow  colour  to  a  green. 

From  whence  it  appears  that  the  danger  is  alfo  the 
greater,  if  the  venereal  virus  immediately  entered  the 
blood,  without  aftedhng  that  part  which  it  firft 
touched ;  for  though  the  morbid  matter  be  after¬ 
wards  again  feparated  from  the  blood,  and  depofited 

'■>  in 
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in  other  places,  ftill  an  augmentation  of  the  morbid 
matter  appears ;  and  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the 
phyfician  to  direCt  fuch  a  removal  to  thofe  places 
where  it  may  be  depofited  with  lefs  danger,  and  more 
eafily  cured.  For  fome  fad  cafes  teach  us,  that  not 
only  the  exterior,  but  interior  parts  of  the  body  have 
alfo  been  moft  foully  infe&ed,  as  the  fbliowing  fec- 
tion  will  inform  us. 

AJiruc  *  hath  not  undefervedly  taught,  Statuit  Vi¬ 
rus  Venereum  partibus ,  quafcumque  afficit ,  ruborem , 
calorem ,  tenfionem ,  dolorem ,  uno  verbo  phlogofim ,  vel 
infiammationem  adferre that  in  thofe  parts  affedted 
“  with  the  venereal  virus,  rednefs,  heat,  extenfion, 
“  pain,  and  in  a  word,  a  fiery  inflammation  is  pro- 
«  duced.”  Yet  this  inflammation  is  flow,  and  runs 
with  an  eafy  pace  to  its  period ;  for  it  turns  not  into 
an  abfcefs  fo  very  fudden ly  after  as  in  other  inflam¬ 
matory  difeafes,  nor  does  the  departure  of  the  inflam¬ 
mation  follow ;  but  an  acrimony  ftill  remains,  which 
occupies  the  parts  of  the  body,  nay  even  the  bones 
are  not  excepted,  which  it  confumes  and  deftroys 
with  a  flow  putrefaction. 

But  though  thefe  figns,  which  occur  in  a  place 
occupied  by  the  Lues  Venerea  were  exadtly  de- 
fcribed,  yet  we  muft  be  very  careful  in  proceeding 
according  to  thefe  diagnoftics  •,  for  though  the  phy¬ 
fician  might  have  a  juft  fufpicion  of  this  foetid  difeafe, 
prudence  requires  that  we  denounce  it  not  rafhly, 
unlefs  the  patient  acknowledges  to  have  incurred  the 
danger  of  catching  the  diftemper.  Many  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  deny  that  very  obftinately,  and  heap  con¬ 
tumely  and  ill  treatment  upon  the  phyfician  who  da¬ 
ringly  fufpedted  any  fuch  matter.  The  reputation  of 
the  patient,  together  with  the  peace  of  his  family, 
will  undoubtedly  require  to  be  always  conhdered. 

*  Lib.  II.  cap.  ii.  p,  89,  &  feq. 
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SECT.  MCCCCXLV. 

FROM  hence  it  firft,  and  for  the  mod  parti 
i'nfcdts  its  external  neighbouring  parts,  in 
its  growth,  with  ulcerous  puftules  of  a  fimilaf 
nature ;  from  whence  the  internal  parts*  the 
lips,  gums,  palate,  tongue,  jaws,  nofc,  brain* 
!iver,  lungs,  melt,  womb,  &c.  become  alfd 
infected. 

•  .. 

The  venereal  virus  hath  this  in  common  with 
other  contagious  difeafes,  that  if  it  had  been  received 
even  in  the  moil  found  human  body,  it  can  change 
the  found  humours  into  its  own  nature,  and  fo  be 
increafed  in  quantity.  It  is  manifed  from  what  has 
beenfaid  about  the  fmall-pox,  that  the  lead:  particle 
of  the  contagion  entering  into  the  found  body,  and 
mixed  with  the  humours,  fo  changes  them,  that 
in  eight  days  time  the  whole  body  is  overfpread 
with  the  pock  burding  with  matter,  the  lead  drop 
of  which  will  communicate  the  fame  diforder  to  a 
found  perfon.  Hence  it  appears  how  much  the  con¬ 
tagion  of  this  diforder  can  increafe  and  be  multi¬ 
plied.  In  a  canine  madnefs,  the  itch,  plague,  &c.  the 
fame  obfervation  holds.  Therefore,  as  the  Lues  Ve¬ 
nerea  is  propagated  by  contagion,  dimanat  ab  agriS 
in  fanos  feminium ,  five  miafma  quoddam  morbificumi 
quod ,  pauca  quidemy  imo  pauciffima^  quantitate ,  in- 
confpicuis  viis ;  fano  corpore  infinuaium ,  dein  copia , 
viribusy  efficacia ,  fimul  invalefcens ,  totam  humorum 
majfam  tardius  citiufque  inficere  valeat ,  atque  pejfun- 
dare :  “  it  fpreads  its  feed,  or  a  certain  morbific 
46  virus,  from  the  fick  to  the  found  :  though  even 
“  in  the  fmalled  quantity,  and  by  the  mod  occult 
44  means  it  may  be  infinuated  into  the  found  body, 
46  it  afterwards  infedts  the  whole  mafs  of  humours 
**  by  its  force,  its  quantity  and  efficacy,  and  will, 

“  fooner 
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n  fooriier  or  later,  mafter  it.”  *  Therefore  as  the 
contagious  particle  may  be  very  minute  in  the  Lues 
Venerea,  and  equally  as  in  other  like  diforders  it 
may  be  moveable  enough  in  its  nature,  it  may  feem 
probable  that  it  can  be  fp read  through  the  air  by 
light  caqfes,  and  propagated  at  a  diftance,  as  is  cer¬ 
tainly  known  concerning  the  contagion  of  the  fm all- 
pox.  Venereum  virus  non  ccnjiat  partibus  tenuibus ,  levi- 
bus ,  volatilibus ,  penetrabilibus ,  qua  in  auras  Jpargi  pof- 
fint ,  qua  in  dijtans  evolent. ,  qua  JiridfiJJimos  poros  celer - 
rime  pervadant,  fed  crajjis ,  ponderous,  fixis ,  qua  com - 
muni  car  i  non  pojfint ,  nifi  caiore  exalt entur,  niji  partes 
objetla  rara  Jint  fef  permeabiles,  nifi  contains  inter - 
fedat  immediatus  et  jatis  diuturnus :  j  “  But  the 
“  venereal  virus  confifts  not  of  flender,  light,  vola- 
**  tile,  penetrable  parts,  which  cannot  be  lpread  in 
“  the  air,  which  fly  to  a  diftance,  or  lightly  enter 
?c  the  narrowed:  pores  •,  for  they  are  thick,  heavy, 
*c  and  fo  fixed,  that  they  cannot  be  communicated 
“  except  that  they  are  railed  by  heat,  and  that  the 
f*  parts  objected  be  rare  and  paflible,  and  unlefs  the 
*c  contact  precede  and  be  of  fome  continuance.”  -j- 
Then  the  venereal  diftemper  is  accuftomed  to  creep 
pn  with  a  flow  pace,  but  yet  not  always.  For  lbme- 
times  this  infe&ion,  bred  from  a  local  evil,  will  prefently 
manifeft  and  diiperfe  itfelf,  in  a  Abort  interval  of  time, 
all  over  the  body.  Gafperus  Torrello,  J  who  wrote  about 
tfie  end  of  the  fifteenth  century,  in  a  few  years 
after  this  diftemper  was  known  in  Europe,  relates 
the  following  cafe  of  a  young  man  of  twenty -four 
years  of  age,  qui  rem  habuit  cum  muliere  kabente  pa- 
dendagram  ;  quare  eodem  die  ipfe  fait  eodem  morbo  in- 
fed! us ;  qua  infetlio  incepit  appartre  in  virga  ;  ut  folet 
ad  plurimum  aliis  evenire :  nam  fequenti  die  apparuit  ulcus 
in  virga ,  cum  quadam  duritie  tonga,  tcndente  verfus  in - 
guina,  ad  modum  radii ,  cum  for  ditie ,  £5?  virulentia . 
foji  fex  dies,  ulcere  femi curat 0,  arreptus  fait  ab  intin- 

yijfimu 

Aftruc,  ibidem.  ■j-  Ibidem,  p.  90. 

^  p.  5^5. 
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JiJfimis  dolor ibus  capitis,  eolli ,  fpatularum  brachiorum ,  tibi - 
arum ,  et  cojlarum ,  ^  pr<tftrtim  ineorum  mufculis , 
maximis  vigiliis ,  <2  quibus  moleftabatur  non  wfi  in  nofte  ftqft 
primum  fomruim.  Elapfis  pojie  a  decern  diebus ,  apparuerunt 
mult a  pufiulce,  in  capite,  facie  et  collo ,  &V.  44  who 
44  had  connexion  with  an  infedted  woman  j  where- 
44  fore  he  was  that  very  day  infected  with  the  fame 
44  difeafe ;  which  infedlion  began  to  appear  in  his 
44  yard,  as  it  ufually  happens  to  others.  The  fol- 
44  lowing  day  an  ulcer  appeared  on  his  penis,  with 
44  a  certain  long  hardnefs,  large  and  tending  towards 
44  the  groin,  which  burft  forth  altogether  with  a 
44  filthy  foetid  matter.  In  fix  days  after,  he  being 
44  half  cured  of  that  ulcer,  he  felt  very  grievous 
44  ’pains  in  his  head,  neck,  fhoulders,  arms,  fhin- 
44  bones,  ribs,  and  efpecially  in  the  mufcles  of 
44  thofe  parts ;  with  want  of  fleep,  but  not  till  after 
44  his  firfh  fleep.  Ten  days  having  elapfed,  a  num- 
44  ber  of  pimples  or  blifters  appeared  on  his  head, 
44  face,  and  neck,  &c.” 

That  hiflory  proves  the  venereal  diflemper  to  have 
been  difperfed  all  over  the  body  in  a  fhort  time, 
and  to  have  produced  yery  pernicious  fymptoms. 

Therefore,  as  the  mafs  of  this  contagion  may  be 
very  minute,  it  ought  to  appear  foon  fpread  over 
the  body,  or  be  received  by  the  veins,  fo  as  to  be 
mixed  with  circulating  humours,  and  infedt  the 
whole  body.  But  many  more  obfervations  teach  us, 
that  the  venereal  virus  can  adhere  a  long  while  to  a 
certain  place,  before  the  whole  body  is  infedted  ; 
but  this  can  hardly  be  conceived,  unlefs  that  virus 
by  being  wrapped  up  in  very  tenacious  humours, 
adheres  to  the  part  affedled.  * 

This  is  a  reafon  with  the  celebrated  phyficians 
Hated,  that  this  diflemper,  efcaping  all  the  fenfes,  ad- . 
hered  to  lome  more  tenacious  humours,  which  ferved 
it  as  a  vehicle  ;  for  here  Fernelius  *  acknowledges, 

that 

*  De  Luis  Vpner.  curat,  cap.  xii.  p.  223. 


Se£t.  1445.  The  Venereal  Disease.  47 

that  fubtilty  to  be  fo  great,  fere  corporis  expert  fit  \ 
“  that  it  is  not  only  light,  but  that  it  may  be  almoft 
u  called  immaterial.”  Hence,  if  it  is  not  joined  to 
fome  other  humours,  it  cannot  ad:  in  the  human  body. 
Qui  enim  pofijit  corpori  noftro  vim  infer  re  virtus  incorpd - 
“  rea?  Who  or  what  incorporeal  power  can  affedt  our 
bodies  ?”  From  whence  he  adds  the  following:  * 
Quanquam  enim  pituitofa  videatur  matey  ia,  veneni 
tamen  malejicio  perfufa ,  acrimonies  particeps  eft  : 
“  yet  the  malevolence  of  the  poifon  is  fpread  through 
“  the  pituitous  matter,  which  becomes  a  partaker  of 
sc  its  acrimony.”  So  Fracaftorius  f  thought  the  fame 
in  writing  of  this  difeafe. 

Porro  homine  e  toto,  quod  in  ipfo  fanguine  craffum 
Et  fcrdens  lent  ore  foret ,  foedijjima  primum 
Corripuit,  J'efe  pajcens  uligine  pingui . 

And  2  little  after,  J  where  he  treats  of  the  venereal 
puftules  which  deform  the  body  : 

- - - - - Puftula  fummee 

Glandis  ad  ejftgiem,  iff  pituita  marcida  pingui9 
Tempore  qure  multo  non  poji  adaperta  dehijccns , 

Mucofa  niuhum  fame  taboque  fluebat . 

✓  ’  v 

Helmont  |j  compares  the  fubtilty  of  this  conta¬ 
gion  to  fcented  efrluvias,  which  are  generally  taken 
as  inftances  by  phiiofophers  to  prove  the  great  clivi- 
fibility  of  bodies,  which  almolt  furmount  all  ima¬ 
gination.  For  it  is  known  chat  affafcEtidd,  mufk, 
&c.  fpread  their  fcents  through  a  large  room  for  a 
long  time,  without  a  fenfible  decay  of  their  weight. 
For,  he  holds  this  opinion,  eft  nimirum  Lues  non  q'ui- 
dem  morbus  conftans  materia  ex  qua  :  fed  fermentum 
duntaxat  venenofum ,  Jolidis  vel  Uquidis  noftri  partibus9 

oaoris 

*  DaS  Luis  Vener.  curat,  cap.  xii.  p.  124.  f  Siphjlis 

Aphrodifiac.  p.  186.  D.  £  Ibidem,  p.  18-7.  B. 

J|  Tumulus  peftis,  p.  847,  col.  1. 
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c  dor  is  inftar ,  affimm :  u  that  the  Lues  is  certainly 
“  not  a  difeafe  confiding  of  a  peculiar  matter,  but 
u  a  fermented  poifon  fixed  to  our  fluid  or  folid  parts 
<c  like  an  odour.” 

Whilfi:  the  celebrated  Boerhaave  *  confidered  thefe 
matters,  celeberimus  Boerhaave  credidit  hoc  mail  genus 
femper  federe  in  illo  humor e  pingui  corporis  humanly  qui 
naturaliter  in  bene  Janis  replet  illam  partem ,  quam  adi- 
pofum panniculum  veteres ,  hodierni  cellulofam  membranam 
vacant :  “  he  believed  that  this  kind  of  evil  was 
“  always  placed  in  that  fat  humour  of  a  human 
ec  body,  which  naturally  fills  up  that  part  in  people 
<c  in  health,  which  the  ancients  called  panniculus 
“  adipofus,  and  to  which  the  moderns  have  given 
^  the  name  of  the  cellular  membrane.”  . 

For  it  confifts  of  many  fmall  cells,  which  form  a 
body  pierced  by  many  very  fubtle  veflfels.  All  thefe 
little  cells  lie  mutually  open  to  one  another,  and  may 
be  wonderfully  dilated  by  very  fmall  force ;  from 
whence,  in  the  emphyfema,  being  filled  with  air,  they 
fwell  terribly  ;  and  fwell  in  the  dropfy,  being  filled 
with  water.  And  on  the  other  hand,  in  confumptive 
cafes,  thefe  little  cells  will  collapfe  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  they  will  hardly  leave  a  trace  behind. 

It  is  to  be  particularly  remarked,  that  this  cellular 
membrane  is  every  where  fpread  under  the  fkin,  and 
that  it  not  only  lies  upon  all  the  mufcles,  but  alfo 
furrounds  and  invefts  them  on  every  fide  ;  and  by 
its  interpofition  feparates  the  mufcles  from  one  ano¬ 
ther,  that  the  motion  of  the  mufcles  may  remain 
free  ;  and  the  tendons  of  the  mufcles  are  every  where 
furrounded  by  this  cellular  membrane,  that  they  may 
be  eafily  contracted  and  extended.  The  fame  mem¬ 
brane  expands  itfelf  round  the  exterior  parts  of  the 
periofteum,  and  bones,  and  junctures  above  the  liga¬ 
ments,  and  covers  all  thofe  parts ;  and  finally  infi- 
nuates  itfelf  into  the  bowels,  by  an  expanfion  of  the 

Peri~ 


*  In  Praelatione  Aphrodifiaci. 
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peritoneum.  *  But  this  fattie  coat  is  diftributed 
through  the  mufcles  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  infi- 
huates  itfelf  every  where  amongft  thole  diftin£t  mufT 
fcular  fibres*  of  which  the  greater  are  compofed,  fo 
as  to  fold  in  and  cover  all  the  parts ;  by  means  of 
Which  thofe  mufeular  parts  which  compofe  the  greater 
mufcles  are  enabled  to  move  with  facility,  and  yet 
with  diftintft  motions.  But  as  that  cellular  coat 
reaches  unto  the  periofteum,  and  the  matter  of  which 
the  marrow  is  formed  is  brought  by  the  veftels  of 
the  periofteum  between  the  cavities  of  the  bone,  and 
partly  carried  back  by  the  veftels  of  the  periofteum* 
It  is  evident  that  an  eafy  intercourfe  is  maintained  by 
the  efFedl  of  this  membrane  amongft  all  the  remoteft 
parts  of  the  body.  -f* 

The  celebrated  Boerhaave  hath  held  it  neceftafy  to 
premife  this,  that  his  opinion  of  the  Lues  Yenerea 
may  be  better  underftood  :  for  he  places  the  chief 
feat  of  this  diftemper  in  the  cellular  membrane; 
whilft  this  contagious  evil  enters  the  pores  of  the 
epidermis,  and  paftes  through  the  little  veftels  of  the 
fkin,  and  works  on  to  the  cells  of  the  membrana  adi- 
pofa*  and  mixes  itfelf  there  with  the  fat,  then  cor¬ 
rupts  the  vifcous  oil  by  its  virulence,  and  is  again 
withheld  and  cheriftied  by  the  vifcous  nature  of  that 
oily  matter.  Whence  the  fat  collected  in  that  mem¬ 
brane  forms  a  heft  and  vehicle  for  the  venereal  con¬ 
tagion.  *  •  '  • 

This  membrarie  is  ufually  called  the  niembrana 
adipofa,  in  thofe  parts  of  the  body  where  it  covers 
large  fwelling  mufcles  ;  for  there  it  contains  a  great 
quantity  of  fat.  But  where  this  membrane  is  thin, 
as  upon  the  eye- brows  and  forehead,  then  it  is  only 
called  thd  cellular  membfaffte,  and  inftead  of  a  thick 
fat,  contains  in  its  veftels  only  a  mucous  humour, 
which  is  likewife  proper  to  entangle  and  retain  the 
Venereal  Lues. 
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It  may  be  conceived  how  ufeful  this  do&rine  is*  | 
not  only  for  the  underftanding  the  effects  of  the 
Lues  Venerea,  but  alfo  for  the  curing  of  this  filthy 
difeafe,  as  will  appear  from  what  follows.  .  The  j 
learned  Aftruc  *  endeavours  to  overturn  this  opinion,  ■ 
which  feems  to  him  to  be  contra  notam  veneni,  feu  j 
femenis  venerei,  indolem,  facultatem ,  invadendi  et pro~\ 
grediendi  rationem ,  ct  lnconuftent  with  the  known  man-^*  | 
«  ner  of  this  poifon’s  growth,  its  power  and  manner 
u  of  attack  and  progrefs  ”  He  endeavours  to  efta- 
blifh  this  opinion  with  many  arguments,  nor  does  it 
appear  ufelefs  to  confider  thefe  briefly. 

Hefirft  dates,  that  the  gonorrhea,  fhancres,  buboes, 
and  warts,  are  for  the  moil:  part  to  be  obferved  as 
the  firft  fymptoms  of  the  diftemper,  and  that  none 
of  thefe  lodge  in  the  membrana  adipoia.  But  with-j 
out  difrefped  to  fo  great  a  man,  whofe  memory  I 
venerate,  I  muft  remark,  that  he  has  not  fully  read 
that  moil  excellent  preface  with  which  Boerhaave 
adorned  a  collection  of  the  authors  who  have  wrote 
of  the  Lues  Venerea,  publifhed  in  the  twenty-eighth 
year  of  this  century  at  Leyden.  I  took  care  that! 
this  edition  fliould  go  forth  more  immaculate,  be- 
caufe  I  owed  all  the  matter  of  it  to  the  bed  oil 
mailers,  to  whom  1  knew  not  how  to  pay  fufficienj 
gratitude.  ' 

But  it  is  evident,  that  the  celebrated  JJiruc  hac 
not  attended  to  that  diverfity  ol  this  membrana  adi*] 
pofa,  which  is  fet  forth  in  elegant  words  in  that  pre 
face,  f  In  illis  autem  locis ,  ubi  mufeuli  minimi ,  minujqu 
agenies ,  membrana  h*cc  adeo  pauco  pingui  injiruitur ,  u 
ibi  adipofam  negent  omnes  fere ,  cellulofam  tantum  adi 
mittat  Ruyfchius.  Ita  in  capite ,  palpebris ,  facie,  fcrotcX 
ahint  abejje  fed  falfo  *,  adeft  quippe ,  at  tanto  parciol 
ibi,  quam  ad  nates ,  quantum  elevator  palpebral  fuperti 
cris,  vel  corrugatcr  frontis,  minor  eft  glut^is,  u  Bu;j 
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“  in  thefe  places  where  the  mufcles  are  but  few  and 
“  lead  a&ive,  this  membrane  is  furnifhed  with  fo 
tc  little  fat,  that  mod  anatomifts  deny  it  to  be  the 
“  membrana  adipofa.  Ruyichius  only  admits  it  to 
‘c  be  the  cellular  membrane.  In  like  manner  fome 
u  fay,  that  it  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  head,  eye-lids^1 
<c  face,  or  fcrotum  ;  but  that  is  falfe  :  for  it  is  there* 
a  but  more  fparingly  than  upon  the  buttocks,  &c.3’ 
It  is  the  opinion  of  this  author,  that  the  venereal 
contagion  is  entangled  and  fixed  firft  in  that  fat 
which  fills  the  cells  of  the  membraha  adipofa, 
namely  in  thofe  places  where  a  folid  thick  fatnefs  is 
fpread  over  the  mufcles ;  but  in  other  parts^  where 
this  fatnefs  is  wanting,  or  fcarcely  to  be  found,  a 
mucofe  humour  lies  in  thefe  cells,  which  lubricates 
the  parts,  and  in  like  manner  entangles  the  virus  of 
the  diftemper  by  its  vifcofity,  and  retains  it  in  that 
place  ;  fo  that  being  thus  retained  dt  aflimilates  the 
flowing  humours  to  ltfelf :  and  as  all  thefe  little  cells 
are  open  to  one  another,  and  this  coat  is  alfo  ex¬ 
tended  through  the  interior  and  exterior  parts  of  the 
body,  the  increafed  virus  may  be  propagated  through 
the  whole  body*  and  may  produce  very  melancholy- 
evils  in  various  places;  as  it  comes  to  pafs  in  an  inve¬ 
terate  Lues,  according  to  the  jufteft  oblervations. 

But  it  is  known,  that  the  hollow  mucofe  places  in 
the  urethra  caff  out  fuch  a  vifcid  humour,  which  de¬ 
fends  the  channel  of  the  urethra  from  the  acrimony'- 
of  the  urine,  and  is  moft  apt  to  catch  the  venereal 
contagion  by  its  vifcofity.  From  this  it  is  evident* 
that  the  gonorrhea  does  in  no  manner  weaken,  but 
rather  eftablifhes  Boerhaave’s  opinion,  as  it  will  ap¬ 
pear  where  the  gonorrhea  is  hereafter  treated  of. 

For  the  fame  caufe  the  moft  foetid  ulcers  fo  fre¬ 
quently  break  out  in  the  jaws,  roof  of  the  mouth,  pa¬ 
late,  and  in  the  infides  of  the  noftrils,  and  around  them  i 
for  all  thefe  places  are  perpetually  moiftened  by  a 
copious,  mucofe,  vifcotis  humour.  The  fame  alfo  is 
true  with  regard  to  buboes;  for  though  it  may  be 
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that  the  virus,  by  being  abforbed  by  the_  lymphatic 
veins,  might  have  come  to  the  glands  of  the  groin* 
yet  thofe  likewiie  are  placed  in  the  membrana  cellu- 
lofa  of  adipofa.  Befides,  anatomy  teaches,  that  the 
glands  are  compofed  of  arteries,  veins,  nerves,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  certain  particular  fubftance*  which  rules 
thefe  veiTels  and  their  various  complications,  and  pre- 
ferves  their  courfe  and  variety  of  combination  •,  lo¬ 
th  at  all  this  apparatus  is  furrounded  in  common  with 
that  membranous  covering.  From  hence  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  the  glands  of  the  groin  are  not  with¬ 
out  that  cellular  .membrane  in  their  fubftance*  as  is 
proved  concerning  thefe  matters  in  Sedt.  374,  of  m- 
ftamrftation,  and  in  SedL  1225,  of  the  dropfy ; 
narpely,  that  the  cellular  membrane  is  fpread^  aft 
oyer  the  body,  that  almoft  all  the  veftels  run  into 
fiich  a  cavernous  fubftance  above  mentioned,  and 
conftitute  a  part  of  die  flefh  between  the  fkin  and 
bones.  Buboes  will  be  treated  of  hereafter  in  their 
place. 

Boerhaave  *  clearly  explains  what  is  to  be  con- 
fidered  in  regard  to  the  tumours  called  porra,  and 
warts  i  for  he  afterwards  had  remarked*  that  the  glans 
of  the  penis  confifts  of  a  fpongy  body,  produced  by 
the  urethra  turning  backward  above  two  fpongy  bo¬ 
dies  of  the  penis,  and  adds  fhe  following  words  : 
Ait  era  pars,  qua?  ad  glandm  conftituendam  atm  corpora 
fpongiofo  urethra r  concur  fit,  eft  mmercfa  congeries  pa - 
piiiarum  nervofarum  jtntentium,  qua?  a  corona  glandis9 
ufoue  ad  urethra  or  if  aim,  ordinatis  Jlratis  fuperficici 
fabric a  fpengiofa  incumbit ,  atque  exterior  em  it  a  glandis 
ambition  fac'd,  lit  extremi  hie  nervi,  voluptatis  et  do - 
lor  is  injirumenta  propria *  fub  tenerrima  glandis  mem¬ 
brana  extima  coerciti,  fibi  mutuo  incumbent  est  jaceant  t 
fume  penis  glans ,  ji  deglubiktr  hoc  extremo  involucre  9 
liberis,  folutis,  aft ur gent  ibus,  his  papillis  hirta  iota ,  et 
All  of  a  apparct .  Omnes  rurfum  ha  papilla  tenia  mem-* 
hr  ana  cellulofa  dfintla  furd  a  fe  mutuo.  Quid  ft  ergo, 
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itnuijjimam  tranfgr.efum .  membranam  externam  glandis , 
hanc  ipfam  exederit ,  nudatas  papillas  has.  Sed  vak 

quantus  tunc  dolor  !  Utique  intolerabilis  ;  nequc  inter 
fymptomata  venerea  vix  aliud  atrocius  excrucians.  Si 
turn  cellulofa  fabrica  tenuis  abfumtur  tabo  Ve?iereo9 
foluta  pap  lice  excrefcunt ,  fad'intque  verucces  Venereas , 
horrendum  fymptoma  ^  imprimis  horrefcens  .circa  .cor onam 
glandis  y  quia  plurima  ibidem  papilla.  Spedlavi 
et  exkorrui  terribile  hoc  malum ,  quod echini  inft.ar ,  glan~ 
dem  deformans ,  praputii  fere  motum  omnem  impedlebat P 
“  That  other  part  which  concurs  with  the  fpcngy 
“  body  of  the  urethra  to  conditute  the  gians,  is  a 
“  numerous  congeries  of  nervous  papillae,  which 
“  lie  along  in  regular  drata  from  the  corona  of  the 
“  gians  to  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  upon  the 
“  lpongy  fuperficies,  and  fo  forms  the  exterior  fur-' 
“  face  of  the  gians  ;  that  here  the  extreme  nerves, 
<c  the  proper  inflruments  of  enjoyment  and  pain,  are 
“  placed  under  the  outmoft  and  tendered  membrane 
“  of  the  gians.  From  hence,  if  the  gians  \>f  the 
“  penis  is  peeled  orfkinned,  and  this  extreme  rover 
w  is  feparated,  it  will  appear  all  rough  and  fhaggy, 
“  with  theft  little  papilla?  rifiijg  at  liberty.  Again, 
<c  all  theft  papillae  in  the  dender  cellular  membrane 
are  mutually  didinguifhed  from  one  another.  If 
*  therefore  the  evil,  palling  this  dender  external 
membrane  of  the  gians,  fhould  eat  into  the 
**  gians  it  ft  if,  then  theft  little  papilla  are  all 
4C  changed  ;  but  with  what  intolerable  pain  !  for  a 
<c  more  excruciating  can  hardly  be  known  amongft 
“  all  the  venereal  lymptoms.  '  If  then  the  cellular 
<c  flender  fabric  is  confumed  by  the  venereal  corrupt 
“  tion,  theft  papillae  freely  grow  up  and  form  vene- 
“  real  warts,  which  is  a  dreadful  fymptom,  and 
“  chiefly  appears  about  the  corona  of  the  gians,  he- 
“  caufe  the  mod  part  of  the  papillae  are  in  the  fame 
“  place.  I  have  feen  this  terrible  evil,  as  if  it  were 
u  a  hedge-hog  deforming  the  gians,  which  almod 
fi  hindered  all  the  motion  of  the  fore-dun.”  So  that 
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if  I  do  not  miflake,  this  difficulty  propofed  by  the 
celebrated  Aftruc  againft  Boerbaave’s  opinion,  is 
eafily  lblved. 

Aftruc  takes  a  fecond  argument  from  the  feat  and 
figure  of  the  little  venereal  ulcers,  which  he  has 
flared  to  appear  in  vafculis  Jabaceis ,  qttibus  in  viris 
baianus ,  balani  corona ,  premium,  et  frccnum  ;  in 
mulieribus  vero  cadurda ,  vulva ,  pterygia ,  clitoris ,  <?£ 
vagina  oftium ,  confita  funt ;  “  in  the  fabaceous  vafculi, 
“  in  which  the  baianus,  crown  of  the  baianus  praspuce, 
“  and  fraenum  in  men,  are  feated;  but  in  the  cadurda, 
“  vulva,  pterygia,  and  ofteum  clitoris,  in  women.”* 
Nor  does  he  affirm  this  only  of  thefe  parts  which  are 
greatly  infefled  by  little  venereal  ulcers,  but  Hates, 
that  idem  quoque  debere  intelligi  de  puftulis  venereis , 
quorum  fedes  eft  in  febaceis  vafculis ,  five  lacunis ,  per 
cutem  fparfis  ;  4  u  the  fame  ought  to  be  underflood 
cc  of  Venereal  puflules,  whole  feats  are  in  the  fabace- 
“  ous  vafculi,  or  the  lacunas  fp read  through  the  fkin.” 
Anatomy  teaches,  that  fuch  lacunae,  or  furrows,  are 
to  be  found  in  the  fkin,  into  whofe  cavity  an  oily 
humour  is  fecreted  by  the  arteries,  and  afterward 
going  out  by  flraiter  paffages,  oils  the  fkin  and 
prefer ves  it  flexible  and  foft ;  and  whilfl  that  fame 
humour  is  hindered  from  going  forth  by  whatso¬ 
ever  it  is  lharpened  in  its  delay,  and  diflends  the 
ikcle  bag  in  which  it  is  contained,  and  creates  tu¬ 
mours,  which  fometimes  grow  to  a  great  flze.  The 
liquor  fecreted  in  thefe  furrows  is  fat  and  oily ;  if  there¬ 
fore  the  face  of  a  found  man  be  rubbed  with  a  clean 
white  cloth  after  fleep,  efpecially  about  the  fldes  of 
the  nofe,  a  greafy  fpot  will  be  found  on  the  cloth.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  thefe  lacunas  or  furrows  contain 
a  humour  which  can  entangle  the  contagion  of  the 
Lues  Venerea;  and  that  perhaps  venereal  puflules  are 
from  thence  fo  often  bred  on  the  face.  But  it  cannot  from 
thence  be  concluded,  as  the  celebrated  Aflruc  would 
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have  it,  that  thefe  little  ulcers  have  a  feat  not  only  in 
the  integuments,  but  that  they  penetrate  the  fat  or 
cellular  membrane.  I  greatly  wondered  whilft  I 
read  the  following  circumftances,  by  which  he  be¬ 
lieved  that  this  affertion  could  be  proved,  viz. 
Ex  orbiculari  ulcufculorum  forma ,  qua  cum  vafcu - 
lorum  figura  apprime  congruit ,  ac  tandem  ex  cicatrice 
nulla  poft  cur  at  a  ulcer  a  fuperftite ,  vel  tenuijfma  tantum> 
&  ferme  inconfpicua ,  quod  proinde ,  cutaneum  integu- 
mentum  fuperficiarie  ad  fummumy  fundi tus  vero  minime , 
erofum  fuijfe ,  demonftrat :  “  From  the  orbicular  form 
“  of  the  little  ulcers  which  particularly  agrees  with 
«  the  figure  of  the  veffejs,  and  finally  from  the 
“  want  of  a  remaining  fear,  which  can  hardly  be 
“  difcerned  after  the  cure,  it  is  demonftrable,  that  the 
“  cutaneous  integument  is  corroded  towards  the 
'  u  more  fuperficial  part,  but  not  at  the  bottom.”  He 
afterwards  adds,  that  the  fame  circumftance  appears 
in  the  venereal  ulcers  fpread  through  the  reft  or  the 
lkin  of  the  body.  Certainly  I  appeal  to  all  thofe 
who  have  feen  venereal  ulcers,  and  treated  them, 
whether  they  have  not  feen  unfeemly  fears.  This 
matter  will  be  treated  of  in  the  following  fedtion, 
wherein  thefe  ulcers  will  be  tieferibed  with  great 
exadtnefs. 

The  third  argument  brought  by  Jftruc  *  begins 
thus  :  Neque  fuam  indolem  deponit  virus  venereum ,  dum 
veterafeit :  “  Nor  doth  the  venereal  virus  change  its 
ic  nature  whilft  it  grows  inveterate.”  It  feems  that 
the  words  of  Boerhaave  had  been  mifunderftood  by 
him  ^  ft  for  after  he  had  described  a  melancholy  cafe  of 
a  young  nobleman,  whofe  back  was  all  overfpread  and 
eaten  up  by  venereal  ulcers,  he  fays,  unde  fanatione 
> perfetla ,  rnira  deturpati  corporis  apparebat  facies  fub- 
juncla  fequentia :  ex  hoc  cafu  didici  Jingulare  hujus 
morbi  ingenium  vidi  ex  eo  Luem ,  ut  in  principle  fui 
exortus  in  Europa  fe  manifejtaverat ,  atque  a  pnmis  auc - 
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ioribus  in  hoc  libro  defcribitur ;  confpexi  rationem,  qua 
variolas  Hifpanicas  voc  aver  ant  primo  oriendum  in  Eu- 
ropa  morbum \  fed  Jimul  intellexi ,  quam  ingens  fit 
difcrimen  inter  malum  hoc ,  quod  turn  apparebat ,  £5?  illud, 
quod  nunc  pervulgatum  Europe  os  ajfiigit  :  44  Frorn 
44  whence,  after  the  cure,  the  furface  of  his  body 
*4  appears  wonderful,”  he  fubjoins  the  following : 
**  1  have  learned  the  nature  of  this  diforder  from  thi§ 
cc  fingular  cafe  ;  from  this  I  have  feen  the  Lues  Ve- 
“  nerea  as  it  had  manifefted  itfelf  in  the  beginning 
*4  of  its  birth  in  Europe,  and  is  defcribed  from  the 
*4  firffc  authors  in  this  book.  I  have  obferved  the 
<c  reafon  for  which  this  diforder,  in  its  rile  in  Europe, 
44  was  called  the  Spanifh  fmall-pox;  but  I  have  alfq 
44  underitood  hqw  great  a  difference  there  was  be- 
*4  tween  that  which  then  appeared,  and  that  which 
*4  now  fpreads  and  affedls  the  Europeans. 

For  he  feems  to  believe  that  fioerhaave  thought 
that  the  venereal  virus  laid  afide  its  nature,  whilft  it 
prepared  for  itfelf,  and  grew  old  in,  a  receptacle  in 
the  human  body.  I  am  certain  Boerhaaye  never 
thought  fo,  whiilf  he  well  knew,  that  where  this 
filthy  diforder  infe&s  the  body,  it  acquires  ftrength 
in  its  courfe  ;  but  he*was  willing  to  indicate  that  this 
diforder  was  more  fierce  in  its  entrance  into  Europe, 
and  obferved  to  be  more  mjld  in  our  times ;  that 
fome  certain  fymptoms  now  occur  in  the  Lues  Ve¬ 
nerea  which  did  not  before,  &c.  But  Aftruc  him^ 
felf  confirms  this  by  many  arguments,  as  will  mani- 
feftly  appear  from  what  will  be  afterwards  faid  of 
this  matter.  But  a  celebrated  author  *  Hated  the 
following  opinion  :  Contaminate)  quidem  j 'anguine ,  hiiz 
mores ,  qui  a  fanguine  fcaturiunt ,  contamnari  neceffum 
eft ,  non  promifaie  tamen ,  £5?  indiferiminatim ,  fed  ordine 
certo  :  “  The  blood  being  contaminated,  the  humours 

which  Bow  from  the  blood  will  neceffarily  be  con- 
<4  taminated  •,  but  not  indiferiminately  or  promif- 
?4  cuoufly,  but  in  a  certain  order.”  But  he  calls 

that 

4 «  «. 

f  ^Aftnicdc  bue  Vpcp.r.  tom.  II.  lib.  ix.  p.  1973. 


H45*  The  Venereal  Disease,  57 

that  order,  according  to  which  the  Lues  Venerea  is 
gccuftomed  to  proceed,  a  ladder  of  affinities,  which 
he  repeats  only  in  a  fummary  manner  in  this  place ; 
but  he  elfewhere  deicribes  it  more  fully,  where  he 
has  afierted,  Perpetuum  eft  in  Siphyliticis ,  fernen,  ds? 
feminales  humored  contaminari  quacumque  via ,  non 
genitalium  mo  do  concumbendo,  fed  etiam  mammarum  lac - 
tando,  oris  fugendo,  vel  bafiando ,  cut  is  cubando ,  dsY. 
contagium  concept  am  fuerit :  “  That  the  feed  and  the 
<c  feminal  humours  are  conftantly  contaminated  in 
**  the  infedled,  by  whatever  way  the  infedlion  was 
“  taken  by  coition  •,  but  by  fuckling  of  the  breafls, 
killing  the  lips,  lying  together,  or  touching  of 
“  the  Ik  in,  *  &c.”  But  from  thefe  things  which  are 
alledged,  in  Sedt.  1442,  it  is  fufficiently  manifeft,  that 
£he  Lues  Venerea  may  come  from  the  body,  though 
no  evil  manifclts  itfelf  in  the  genitals. 

And  this  in  the  mean  v/hile  is  true,  that  Aftruc 
does  not  fo  firmly  trull  to  this  ladder  of  affinities  as 
if  it  had  been  above  all  exception,  and  that  fymp- 
toms  of  the  Lues  Venerea  could  never  vary  from  his 
propofed  rule.  §uantumvis  enim  natura ,  Ji  fiht  per - 
mittatur,  £2?  omnia  pariafint^  propofttam  nor  mam  ajfec- 
tare  aperte  vide  at  ur ,  docuit  tamen  experientia ,  mult  a 
fapius  inter  venire^  qu<e  ordinem  vane  pervert  ant  df? 
jnterturbent :  “  For  though  nature,  if  left  to  itfelf, 
“  may,  cateris  paribus ,  feem  openly  to  affedt  this 
*c  propofed  rule,  yet  experience  hath  taught,  that 
many  caufes  happen,  which  yarioufly  pervert  and 
“  interrupt  that  order.”  f 

The  caufes  which  may  totally  diflurb  this  order 
are  afterwards  rehearled. 

Many  more  circu enhances  may  be  oppoled  to  this 
ladder  or  fcale  of  affinities,  which  determines  a  fuc- 
Ceffive  feries  of  the  fymptoms  of  the  Lues  Venerea, 
put  that  I  may  not  dwell  too  long  upon  the  fubjedt, 
I  will  confider  that  only  which  concludes  the  whole. 

/  *  A 

*  Lib.  iv.  c^p.  2.  p.  298,  in  prima  edit.  f  Aftruc 

&P  Lue  Vener.  lib.  IY .  cap.  ii.  p.  300. 
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A  celebrated  *  author  hath  affirmed  the  venereal  feed 
to  be  of  a  fait  acid,  and  that  the  wax  of  the  ears,  and 
the  bile  or  gall  will,  laft  of  all,  feel  the  eftedt  of  the 
venereal  contagion  ;  becaufe  they  have  an  acrimony 
and  an  alcaline  fait  oppofing  it.  But  thele  are  pre- 
carioufly  affumed ;  for  the  fpecies  of  acrimony,  which 
lies  hid  in  the  venereal  contagion,  has  not  been  de- 
monftrated  by  any  experiments ;  and,  as  far  as  I 
know,  the  human  bile  is  not  a  natural  alcaline  fait. 
I  have  fometimes  leen  patients  attacked  with  a  fuc- 
ceeding  deafnefs,  againrt  which  no  remedies  could  be 
effedtual  whilft  the  Lues  fed  upon  the  organs  of  the 
ears  ;  yet  I  could  not  obferve  that  the  wax  of  the  ears 
had  degenerated  from  its  nature  •,  or  that  an  account 
of  this  deafnefs  could  be  deduced  from  thence.  The 
way  feems  to  be  far  more  fhort  by  which  the  organs 
of  the  ears  may  be  affedted  by  the  Lues.  The  mu- 
cofe  membrane  which  inverts  the  inner  parts  of  the 
mouth  is  carried  along  the  Euftachian  tubes,  and 
clothes  their  internal  cavity.  But  AJiruc  j-  puts  that 
mucous  matter  which  flows  from  the  glands,  infidetlie 
jaws,  roof  of  the  mouth,  or  tip  of  the  throat,  in  the 
third  order  of  thole  humours  to  be  infedted  by  the 
contagion  of  the  Lues.  But  whilft  the  venereal  ul¬ 
cers  occupy  thefe  places,  this  evil  can  very  eafily 
creep  forward  through  the  Euftachian  tubes  into 
the  cavity  of  the  tympanum,  as  the  inferior  extreme 
of  thefe  near  either  tonfilke  appears  on  both  fides 
behind  the  velum  pendulum  of  the  palate.  It  never 
appeared  to  my  obfervation,  that  a  deafnefs  ever  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  Lues  Venerea,  though  the  inftde 
of  the  mouth  had  been  attacked  with  venereal  ulcers, 
without  fome  manifeft  figns  of  the  vail  of  the  palate 
being  corroded,  and  at  leaft  fome  fears  in  thofe  who 
had  already  been  cured.  From  whence  I  believe,  that 
this  evil  very  feldom  begins  in  the  paflage  of  the 
ears,  or  from  wax  colledted  there. 

In 

*  A  (true  c3e  Lue  Vener,  lib.  IV.  cap.  ii.  p.299. 

f  Ibid.  p.  298. 
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In  that  recital  of  the  diverfity  of  humours,  the 
celebrated  author  has  made  no  mention  of  the  fat, 
or  of  the  membrana  adipofa  ;  bur  repeating  that 
fame  fcale  of  affinity  afterwards  in  his  fecond  edition,* 
he,  in  recapitulating  the  fame,  omitted  the  eighth 
article,  which  was  in  the  firft  edition,  and  contained 
the  wax  of  the  ears  and  the  bile  ;  he  afterwards  adds 
the  following  :  Sed  in  us  omnibus  confl. at  experiment  of 
nec  adipojam  membranam ,  nec  ullas  membrana  illius 
lacinias ,  affici,  ladi,  peffiimdari,  neque  adeo  adipojam 
pinguedinem,  qua  turgent  illius  cellula ,  ullo  modo  viti- 
ari  :  “  But  in  all  thefe  circumilances,  it  is  proved  by 
“  experience,  that  neither  the  membrana  adipofa, 
u  nor  any  parts  or  that  membrane,  are  affedted  or 
tc  hurt ;  nor  that  the  thick  fat  with  which  it  is 
“  fwelled  is  in  any  manner  infedted. 

But  he  immediately  iubjoins  lome  other  circum- 
ftances  which  mitigate  the  former ;  for  he  does  not 
deny  that  the  venereal  moifture  is  fometimes  brought 
to  this  membrane,  in  cafes  where  the  ulcers  had  eaten 
away  the  fkin,  &c.  Si  virus  Venereum  cum  adipofa 
pinguedme  fponte  mifceatur  ;  quam  ejus  virulentia  inac - 
cefjam  efje ,  nequaquam  puto :  “  if  the  venereal  virus 
“  be  .  ipontaneoufly  mixed  with  that  adipofe  fat, 
“  which  by  no  means  I  imagine  to  be  inacceffible  to 
“  its  violence.5' 

But  a  place  in  the  firft  volume  is  cited  in  the 
lecond  edition,  in  which  nothing  of  this  matter  is 
found  :  he  at  length  concludes,  Sed  hac  nedum  quo - 
tidiana  Jint ,  inter  infolentia  hues  fymptomata  referenda 
funt,  in  Siphyliticis ,  fi  unquani,  certe  tarde  &  raro 
'obvia;  unde  videtur  egregie  refelli  opinio  de  fede  morbi 
in  adipofa  membrana  :  u  But  thele  are  by  no  means  to 
“  be  met  with  daily  amongfb  the  offensive  fymptoms 
u  which  have  been  related  of  the  Lues  ;  if  ever  they 
“  occur  it  is  but  rarely  ;  from  whence  it  appears  that 
*  the  opinion  concerning  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  in 
f4  the  membrana  adipofa  has  egregioufly  failed. 

And 

*  Aftruc,  tom.  II.  p.  1074 


The  Venereal  Disease.  Se£t  1445. 

And  it  is  immediately  confefled  in  the  following 
number,  *  that  the  venereal  difeafe  may  make  a  fup- 
puration  in  the  membrana  adipofa,  becaufe  the  pe¬ 
culiar  nature  of  the  membrana  adipofa  may  give  a 
more  opportune  place  for  the  increafe  of  the  evil. 

'  JSfempe  mollis  eft,  &  laxi  contextus ,  tenuijjimis  ac  pra- 
ieneris  cellulis  tola  conftat ,  perpetuo  turget  congefto 
fucco  adipcfo ,  qui  tardijfime  circulatur ,  ac  in  loco  eodem 
haret  diutiffime .  44  That  it  is  foft  and  of  a  loofe 

fC  texture,  and  totally  cortfifts  of  very  (lender  and 
“  tender  little  cells,  (wells  perpetually  with  a  fat 
^4  jujce,  which  is  very  (lowly  circulated,  and  adheres 
u  very  long  in  the  fame  place.”  He  confelfes,  the 
fat  being  affe&ed,  that  the  corruption  is  quickly  dif- 
perfed  far  and  wide  through  the  body  j  and  that  this 
is  done,  the  mufcles  and  lkin  Hill  remaining  entire. 
How  wonderful  is  the  diyerfity  of  opinions  in  the 
fame  page ! 

But  it  feems  that  Afiruc  had  fufficiently  perceived 
the  force  of  Boerhaave' s  arguments  ;  but  as  they 
agreed  not  with  the  fcale  or  degrees  of  affinities 
which  he  had  affirmed,  he  endeavoured  to  elude 
them,  and  finally  declares,  opinionem  de  fcde  Lues 
Venerea  in  adipofa  membrana ,  cujufcumque  pretii  effe 
*uideatur ,  fi  non  perfeBe  exprejfam ,  faltem  non  obfcure 
olim  adumbratam  juijfe,  f  4  that  the  opinion  concern- 
^4  ing  the  feat  of  the  venereal  difeafe  in  the  mem- 
brana  adipofa,  whatever  its  merit  may  be,  had 
44  formerly  been,  if  not  perfedtty  expreffed,  at  lead 
44  it  had  been  obfcurely  hinted.”  But  this  he  endear 
vours  to  prove  from  this  circumftance ;  that  before 
the  year  1570,  fome  had. been  of  opinion,  that  the 
flefhy  membrane,  and  not  the  adipofe  membrane, 
as  by  Boerhaave ,  fed  carnofum  panniculum ,  in  univerfo 
corpore  diffufam ,  illudque  tegentem ,  confiituerent ,  a  quo 
perniciofa  bujus  Lues  fcaturiginem  emanare  crederent ; 
44  expanded  throughout,  and  covering  the  whole 

?  body* 

#  Aftrpc  de  Lue  Vener.  tom.  II.  p.  1074.. 
f  Ibid.  p.  1075. 
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“  body,  was  the  fountain  from  whence  this  pedilence 
cc  was  poured  out  through  the  whole  mafs  of  the 
“  body.”  I  always  admired  the  celebrated  AJlruc’s 
great  erudition  ;  yet  I  do  not  wonder  that  Saporta 
neither  was  read  by  Boerhaave ,  or  if  read,  was  not 
quoted  by  him  ;  but  he  was  {killed  in  anatomy,  and 
probably  knew  that  panniculum  carnofum ,  (baggy  car- 
nofity  or  membrane,  may  be  found  by  difledtion  in 
the  bodies  of  feme  quadrupedes,  but  none  in  man  ; 
from  whence  fame  other  feat  mud  certainly  be  that 
of  the  Lues.  Thofe  who  thought  fo,  may  from 
hence  be  eafily  confuted. 

Afterwards,,  where  thecure  of  this  diforder  will  be 
treated  of,  it  will  appear  how  much  ufe  the  emaci¬ 
ation  of  the  body  may  be  of,  by  diet,  falivation, 
fweats,  &■ c.  for  almod  the  whole  fat  of  the  body 
being  loofened  and  expelled,  the  venereal  virus  al¬ 
ready  freed  from  that  tie,  is  difcharged  from  the 
body,  and  health  returns  •,  from  whence  the  opinion 
of  Boerhaave  appears  to  be  greatly  confirmed. 

Whilft  the  contagion  of  the  Lues  occupies  any 
certain  part,  it  will  alfo  occupy  the  neighbouring 
places  by  its  growth,  if  an  efficacious  remedy  be^ 
not  fpeedily  applied  ;  and  though  it  may  manifeft 
itfelf  for  the  mod  part  in  external  places  in  its  be¬ 
ginning,  by  thefe  figns  which  were  mentioned  in  the 
precedent  fedtion,  yet  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  it 
may  not,  fooner  or  later,  reach  the  internal  parts, 
by  creeping  on,  as  it  were  j  fo  it  often  produces  the- 
word  and  mod  incurable  evils,  whild  it  occupies 
thofe  parts. 

The  lips,  gums,  palate,  tongue,  jaws,  nofe.]  All 
thefe  parts  want  a  thick  (kin,  they  are  covered  with 
a  mucofe  membrane,  on  which  the  outfide  (kin  only 
lies  defending  a  number  of  nervous  little  papilla;, 
riling  forth  from  that  mucofe  membrane. 

If  the  venereal  virus  (hows  itfelf  in  a  membrane 
compofed  of  a  tough,  mucofe  fat,  or  folded  in  a 
thoufand  doubles  or  wrinkles,  it  is  fully  known 

how 
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how  difficult  it  is  to  extricate  it  from  thence,  as  this 
membrane  is  always  nakedly  expofed  to  the  air. 
Hence  a  quick  application  of  an  efte&ual  remedy  is 
neceftary.  But  this  membrane  covers  the  bone  of 
the  palate,  uofe,  noftrils,  nails,  the  os  planum,  the 
hollows  of  the  jaws,  and  the  hollow  cavities  in  the 
os  fronds;*  if  this  membrane  fhould  be  already 
gnawed  by  a  venereal  ulcer,  the  bone  which 
it  covers  is  neceftarily  corrupted,  as  it  is  flender 
and  but  a  thin  plate,  neither  can  it  be  preferved 
by  any  art,  for  a  caries  attacks  it,  and  proceeds 
unto  the  futures  in  whofe  vicinity  this  little  bone  is 
placed,  and  totally  corrupted,  fall  altogether,  or  by 
parts  ;  for  the  pereofteum  being  deftroyed,  thefe 
little  bones  putrify  and  wafte  away  with  a  caries. 

The  bone  of  the  nofe  being  thus  affedted,  the 
nofe  falls,  and  the  'face,  formerly  elegant,  is  de¬ 
formed  ;  thefe  bones  of  the  nofe  being  fo  affedled, 
the  nofe  is  erafed,  and  the  cartilages  of  the  nofe  be¬ 
ing  deftroyed,  the  holes  of  it  perpetually  appear, 
and  diicharge  a  mucofe  mixture,  which  the  mife- 
rable  patients  can  never  mere  keep  clean.  If  the 
vail  of  the  palate  be  either  entirely  or  partly 
corroded,  if  the  roof  of  the  mouth  be  deftroyed, 
it  occaftons  an  ugly  fpedtacle  of  what  meat  and 
drink  is  fwallowed;  as  they  partly  come  through 
the  nofe ;  the  voice  remains  moft  difagreeably 
fqueaking  during  life ;  whenever  they  fpeak,  this 
ftiocking  voice  proclaims  what  a  filthy  evil  they  have 
laboured  under.  I  have  feen  the  hinder  membrane 
of  the  pharynges  fo  eaten  away  by  a  venereal  ulcer,- 
that  the  vertebras  moft  miferably  appeared  rotten  to 
our  eyes  in  bodies  when  naked.  * 

A  good  medicine  may  ftill  free  the  reft  of  the 
body  from  this  diftemper,  but  the  deformity  will  be 
irremoveable  for  ever  after :  from  hence  Boerhaavi 
thus  excellently  advifed  :  J  Qui  prater  id ,  quod  artis 
pot  eft  as  habet,  promittere  non  viilt,  cavebit  inania  jac- 

vv-  tare, 

*  In  Prsefatio  Aphrodifiaci.  $  Ibidem.' 
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tare,  quondo  fcedum,  putrem ,  rancidum,  ichorem,  na- 
ribiiS'  emwngi  copiofe  videt,  aut  ulcera,  lardo  fimilia » 
faucium  pofieriora,  velum  pendulum,  tonfillas ,  mem - 
branam  craffam  palati,  depafci  cernit.  Sed,  omnia 
bona  fedulo  applicans,  negligens  nihil,  varia  tentans , 
femper  interim  de  exitu  follicitus,  in  Prognofi  prudens , 
ftentores  fecurus  ridebit,  dum  interim  miferefcit  agri. 
tc  He  who  will  not  promife  what  lies  beyond  the 
“  power  of  art,  fhould  be  cautious  of  vainly  fpeaking 
when  he  fees  a  foetid,  putrid,  difagreeable  excrement, 
“  copioufly  wiped  from  the  noftrils,  or  when  he  ob- 
“  ferves  fuch  ulcers  in  the  hinder  parts  of  the  jaws,  like 
“  the  fat  of  bacon  ;  the  pendulous  vail,  the  glands 
<c  in  the  infide  of  the  jaws,  and  the  adipofa  membrana 
“  of  the  palate,  eaten  away ;  but  fhould  exert  him- 
“  fclf  in  feduloufly  applying  every  thing  that  is  good* 
“  negledting  nothing,  and  trying  many  ways ;  ftiii 
4C  in  the  mean  time  lollicitous  about  its  expulfiony 
“  prudent  in  the  foreknowledge  of  it,  he  will  fe- 
“  curely  mock  the  forward  coxcombs,  whilft  he  m 
the  mean  time  is  moved  with  companion  for  the 
ct  patient,”  Thefe  ulcers  of  the  jaws  defer ve  to  be 
truly  diflinguifhed,  that  they  may  not  fometimes  be 
confounded  with  other  evils  of  the  jaws.  Where 
the  quinfy  has  been  before  mentioned,  I  have  ad- 
vifed,  that  when  the  inlide  of  the  mouth  is  fore  for 
fome hours  after  a  flight  flying  fever;  and  that  when' 
there  appears  a  white  fpot,  which  fometimes  grows 
yellow  with  a  margin  about  it,  fomewhat  reddiffi,, 
and  very  fore  ;  if  fuch  fpots  be  negledted  they  creep 
on,  the  breath  becomes  putrid,  and  the  parts  affedted 
are  fometimes  deeply  corroded.  Thefe  often  happen  in> 
fcorbutic  perfons,  and  in  the  younger  part  of  man¬ 
kind  ;  nor  are  they  difficult  to  be  cured,  if  a  reme¬ 
dy  be  timely  applied.  They  are  neverthelefs  eafily 
d:ftinguifhed  by  that  red  fore  border,  and  by  their 
<eafy  manner  of  obeying  the  remedies,  fo-  that  the 
place  affedfed  will  be  loon  cured  :  but  in  venereal 
complaints  there,  we  obferve  contrary  effedfs ;  as 

hath 
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hath  been  faid  in  the  preceding  fedbion.  That  bacon¬ 
like  colour  which  is  in  venereal  ulcers  infide  the  mouthy 
will  give  the  phyfician  fure  and  certain  figns  of 
this  diftemper  ;  as  he  views  thefe  evils  with  attentive 
eyes.  Fallopius  j-  calls  thefe  ulcers  fine  cortice  as  he 
defcribes  them,  then  fays.  Color  eft  in  mediis  albus ; 
circumquaque ,  voluti  carnis  porcine  falitce  color  \  hie 
mn  pot  eft  explieari ,  non  enim  eft  ruber,  non  albus ,  non 
pallidus  \  fed  fecate  per  transverfum  pernam ,  talis  eft 
color  puftularum  fine  cortice ,  cs?  tales  apparent  fub  pa- 
lato ,  &ct  “  The  colour  is  white  in  the  middle, 
44  around  which  is  a  colour  refemblidg  that  of  the  flelh 
44  of  fait  pork:  this  colour  cannot  be  explained,  for 
“  it  is  neither  red;  white,  or  pale  ;  but  cut  through, 
44  fuch  is  the  colour  of  puitulae  fine  cortice,  and 
“  they  appear  as  fuch  under  the  palate,”  Thefe 
venereal  ulcers  fpread  wider  in  thefe  places  that! 
they  grow  deep  :  hence  they  feed  upon  their  neigh¬ 
bouring  places,  and  are  followed  by  the  fouleft  of 
evils.  In  the  body  of  an  old  man  juft  at  death’s 
door,  by  an  evil  ufe  or  mifpending  the  moft  part  of 
his  years,  who  could  hardly  be  underftood  when  hd 
fpoke,  were  found  the  following  circumftances  by 
the  celebrated  Morgagni.  J  Uvula,  cujus  pars  deer  at  ± 
lingua  pojhrior  fuprema  fuperficics ,  &  annexa  olim  per 
ligament  a  Epiglottis  cartilage,  ita  erant  cicatricofa ,  ut 
nihil  magis.  Itaque  ea  cartilago,  ineequahter  contraffaj 
in  triangular em  propemodum  virticem  definebat ,  multo 
canince  Jimilior ,  quam  humane,  Quin  vitium  in  laryn - 
gem  reliquam ,  &  huic  proximum  Art er ice  afperee  trun- 
cum,  fe  propagabat,  eratque  Arytanoidum  altera  quaft 
luxata ,  non  compari  paralela :  intra  illam  autem  ar~ 
teriam  in# quale s  magnique  quaji  prominebant  lacerti 
&c.  “  A  part  of  the  uvula  was  wanting,  the 

44  pofterior  upper  fuperficies  of  the  tongue,  and 
“  cartilage  formerly  annexed  by  the  ligaments  of 

the* 

£  Aphrod.  p.  824. 
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“  the  epiglottis  were  fo  chopped  or  fcarred,  that  no- 
<f  thing  c°u\d  be  more  fo  *  fo  that  the  cartilage 
“  was  fo  unequally  contracted,  that  it  ended  in  al- 
*  moft  a  triangular  vertex,  much  more  like  a  ca- 
“  nine  than  a  human  one.  But  the  imperfection 
“  propagated  itfelf  in  fhe  remaining  larynx,  and- in 
“  the  neighbouring  trunk  of  the  wind-pipe,  and' 
“  one  of  the  arytasnoides  was  as  it  were  loofened, , 
and  not  parallel  to  the  other,  but  between  tho” 
arteries*  fome  great  and  unequal  brawny  finews 
ftuck  out,  &c.  We  mu  ft  not  from  hence  won¬ 
der  that  his  fpeech  remained  grating  and  difficult  to 
be  underftood,  after  thefe  ulcers  infide  the  mouth. 
But  if  this  filthy  evil  creeps  through  the  wind-pipe, 
fomecimes  an  incurable  afthma  will  follow  ;  which 
if  it  ffiould  come,  Fallopius  (j  tells  us  it  is  incura¬ 
ble,  faying*  Non  crude t is  agram  afihmaticum ,  quia  non 
fanabilis  \  ^  do  not  excruciate  the  afthmatic  patient, 
u  for  he  is  not  curable.  Petit*  famous  fcr  his  art* 
faw  the  wind-pipe  corroded  by  the  venereal  dif- 
temper,  and  he  happily  cured  it ;  after  the  cartila¬ 
ginous  annulus  was  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the 
found  parts  the  length  of  four  or  five  tenths  of  an 
inch,  a  hole  remained  which  would  take  in  the  top 
of  a  finger. 

It  plainly  appears,  that  the  venereal  difeafe,  whilft 
it  occupies  the  larynx  and  the  wind-pipe,  may^  as 
it  were  by  a  declivity,  reach  to  the  lungs.  I  have 
myfelf  feen  a  rib  truly  fwelling  by  an  inveterate 
Lues,  and  furrounded  by  a  venereal  gum,  which, 
in  a  fhort  time,  degenerated  into  a  foetid  ulcer[ 
and  creeping  behind  the  affeCted  rib  already  pu- 
trifled,  it  infeCted  the  internal  parts  of  the  thorax, 
with  a  deadly  event.  Bennetus ,  f  fo  often  praifed  in 
the  chapter  treating  of  the  confumption,  faid,  Bis 
morbi  indici  virus  in  thoracis  capacitatem  refluum  ani« 
madverti ,  conquiefcente  fignorum  flagdlantium  catcrva 
VoL.  XVII.  F  quibus 

||  Aphrodifiac  p,  781,  782.  *  Academ.  Royale  dechirurg. 
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quibus  Lues  ft  ip  at  a  venit,  immaniier  vero  Javiente 
phthifi  5  unde  anhelitus ,  foster  nequijjimus ,  {5?  pulmonum 
fere  totalis  devaftatio  per  putredinem .  ex  aperto 

utriufque  patuit  cadavere.  But  in  a  Ample  gonorrhea, 
and  in  a  detenfion  of  the  menfes,  he  had  fometimes 
obferved,  cum  tufjis  acriter  premens ,  &  fpirabilium 
fuff dr  tins,  fupervenerint,  fimulac  materia  tralatitia  con - 
JiJjtentiam  extrufioni  apt  am  adepta  fuerat,  tujjisque  ali- 
qantisper  fed  at  a,  pefiijfe  prefluvium.  J  “  I  have  twice 
“  obferved  the  virus  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  flowing 
back  into  the  hollow  of  the  thorax,  whilft  the 
‘f  train  of  figns  attending  it  lay  quiet *,  but  at)  ex- 
cc  ceeding  grievous  confumption  proceeded  from 
u  them  i  from  whence  enfued  a  fhortnefs  of  breath* 
“  a  moft  filthy  flench,  and  almofl  a  total  devafla- 
cc  tion  of  the  lungs,  by  putrefa&ion,  which  ap- 
u  peared  in  every  part  of  the  body.  But  in  a  gleet, 
u  when  a  cough  and  a  lloppage  of  the  breathing  had 
“  followed,  when  the  foreign  matter  had  gained  a 
*5  fit  confiflency  for  its  expuiflon,  and  the  cough 
iC  been  for  fome  little  while  abated,  the  difeharge 
<c  ceafed.”  It  is  very  certain,  that  an  incurable 
confumption  often  happens  in  the  cafe  of  an  invete¬ 
rate  Lues,  which  oftentimes  may  be  imputed  to  a 
repeated  falivation,  or  to  an  imprudent  application 
of  it*,  chiefly  in  old  bodies,  fa  hack’d  that  the  confli- 
tution  of  the  body  in  fpitting  of  blood,  renders  them 
more  fubjedt  to  a  confumption  *y  from  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  thofe  others,  which  have  been  menti¬ 
oned  in  number  1,  of  Se£l.  1198,  may  be  feen.  Yet 
as  a  confumption  by  its  own  nature,  is  a  difeafe 
very  difficult  of  cure ;  it  appears  what  little  hope 
remains  when  the  venereal  difeafe  concurs  with  it. 
Antonins  Mnfa  Brafavolus  *  alfo  remarked,  that  a 
fmall  wound,  only  received  twenty-four  hours  before, 
would  take  up  forty  days  to  be  cured,  in  a  perfon 
infedled-  wkh.  the  venereal  difeafe  ^  he  therefore  lays 
down  the  following  as  an  axiom:  fffuotquot  ab  hoc 

f  «  ajfeftu 
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effettu  male  trattati  fuerint ,  &  tamen  fanitatem  adepti 
fint ,  quemciimque  indderint  in  morbum ,  femper  morbus 
illey  in  quacumque  fit  fpecie ,  vehementior  in  talibus  effi- 
titur,  quam  effete  fi  hie  non  fuijftt  morbo  Gullico  af- 
fettu  :  “  As  many  as  laboured  under  the  evil  effcdls 
“  of  this  diforder,  and  though  they  obtained  health 
“  again,  into  whatfoever  difeafe  they  fall,  that  will 
“  more  vehemently  affedt  them  than  it  otherwife 
“  might  if  they  had  not  been  affedled  with  this 
“  difeafe.’ * 

The  brain.]  Though  the  Lues  may  fometimes 
occupy  any  parts  of  the  body  whatever,  it  never* 
thelels  attacks  the  upper  parts  more  frequently  ; 
the  pimples  of  the  face  teach  this,  as  they  often  oc¬ 
cur,  together  with  ulcers  in  the  noftrils,  and  in- 
fide  the  mouth,  &c.  but  as  the  tender  bones  of 
thefe  parts  are  infedled  by  the  corroded  membranes 
covering  them,  the  evil  is  propagated  to  the 
bones  of  the  fkull  •,  and  from  hence*’  the  included 
brain  is  very  badly  affedled,  and  various  difor- 
ders  of  the  head  follow.  Diforders  of  the  brain 
are  often  obferved  to  degenerate,  in  perfons  feized 
with  the  Lues  Venerea,  from  the  flighted:  me¬ 
grim  to  a  deadly  apoplexy,  alfo  to  the  fevered: 
epilepfy,  blindnefs,  deafnefs,  &c.  I  have  feen  in 
an  inveterate  Lues,  as  will  be  faid  in  Sedl.  1454, 
that  it  is  wont  to  occupy  the  middle  of  the  bones, 
efpecially  in  the  cranium  •,  fome  gummy  tumours 
and  exoflofes  may  be  bred  in  the  internal  parts  of 
the  bones  of  the  fkull  ;  thefe  parts  then  preding 
upon  the  brain  diflurb  all  its  functions,  and  often^ 
times  diflil  a  filthy  putrid  corruption,  when  the 
tabula  vitrea  is  corroded.  I  have  thus  feen  the  right 
bone  of  the  fkull  fo  confumed  with  an  intolerable 
flench;  fo  that  from  hence,  thefe  fharp  and  lafling 
pains  of  the  head,  may  be  reckoned  due  to  the 
Lues.  Thofe  are  obferved  by  Bot alius  f,  in. a  man 
who  was  forTome  months  excruciated  by  the  mofl 
acute  pains,  around  his  temples,  and  the  forepart  of 
v  F  2  the 
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the  head,  having  palled  the  nights  without  deep. 
He  would  have  prepared  fome  means  of  removing 
the  pain,  which  gnawed  the  nian’s  bones,  by  hot 
irons  or  fcarring  the  parts  affected ;  but  the  pa¬ 
tient  would  fubmit  to  no  fuch  trial  upon  him  :  his 
eyes  began  to  lofe  their  fight,  whilft  he  feemed  to 
perceive  flying  gnats,  and  lpiders  webs,  until  he 
became  blind.  The  patient  then  growing  terrified, 
agreed  thaNt  the  fcarring  fiiould  be  applied  to  the 
forepart  of  his  head,  where  the  pain  was  fharpeft  •, 
but  he  would  not  differ  that  the  place  fhould  be 
kept  open,  which  was  of  itfelf  cicatriled  by  a  fcab 
which  fell  off.  He  died  in  about  forty  days.  In- 
verdum  fuit  cranium ,  in  conterminis  ccronalis  ac  fagitta - 
Us  commiffura ,  fphaculatum,  putid^nque,  coronati  ngii 
lat  it  udine ;  Jtatimque,  cranio  ferra  aperto,  abundans 
ichor  putr  ilaginofus ,  infiar  aqua  fuligine  fumarii  &  croco 
afperfa ,  profiuxit ,  turn  per  cjis  aperturam ,  turn  per 
aures  nares  ;  membranaque  put  i  da  re  It  a  ad  os  affec¬ 
tum,  rerum.  adhuc  Integra ,  er ant  ;  qua  folo  tadlu  fa¬ 
cile  rumpebantur  :  corruptum  &  cerebrum ,  £s?  nerri  qp- 
tici :  cate  1  a  vero  vifcera  integre  habebaut  “  The  cra- 
<c  nium  was  found  morbid  and  rotten,  for  the  breadth 
6C  of  a  crown  piece,  and  the  feam  compafiing  the 
«  forehead  :  the  cranium  being  opened  with  a  faw, 
1C  an  ulcerous  excremental  water  appeared,  of  the  co- 
“  lour  of  faffron,  and  flowed  through  the  cut  or 
“  opening  of  the  bone,  and  alfo  through  the  ears 
«  and  noffrils  ;  the  membrane?  towards  the  defed  in 
“  the  bone  were  affe£led  and  rotten,  though  ftill  en- 
««  tire,  yet  might  be  broke  with  a  flender  touch  ;  and 
«  the  brain  was  corrupted,  and  the  optic  nerves  alfo, 
“  but  the  reft  of  the  internal  parts  were  entire.” 

The  liver.]  It  is  known  that  fanguification  was 
formerly  afcribed  to  the  liver  ;  for  befides  the  vena 
porta,  the  great  trunk  of  the  vena  cava  afcends 
through  the  liver,  and  tends  to  the  heart,  and 
flnce  the  veins  of  the  vifcera,  which  feparate  the 
chvle^  run  together  into  the  vena  porta,  the  coni" 
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mon  opinion  was,  that  the  chyle  was  conveyed 
through  the  gaftric  and  meferaic  veins  into  the 
liver,  and  by  the  power  of  this  entrail,  was  changed 
into  blood,  to  ferve  for  the  ufe  of  the  whole  body^ 
But  after  the  circulation  of  the  blood  was  demon- 
flrated,  and  the  ways  by  which  the  chyle  became 
blood  were  more  exactly  known,  that  notion  of  the 
liver  was  exploded.  Bartholinus  wrote  an  epitaph 
on  the  author  of  fuch  an  opinion,  as  if  he  had 
been  dead  and  buried.  Hence  it  is  no  wonder,  that 
fome  phyficians,  who  wrote  of  the  Lues  appearing 
in  Europe,  had  attributed  thefe  fymptoms,  which 
appeared  in  all  the  reft  of  the  body,  through  a  vene¬ 
real  contagion,  to  the  hurt  or  corroded  liver.  Thus 
by  thofe  authors  concerning  the  folutio  continui  of 
the  liver,  the  variety  of  the  conftitution  of  this  en¬ 
trail,  fome  long  and  tedious  diftertations  are  held 
upon  the  matter,  according  to  four  defined  conftft 
tutions.  But  the  cure  of  this  filthy  difeafe  was  fir  ft 
attempted  by  various  apozems  and  altering  fyrups, 
that  being  thus  prepared,  the  matter  might  be  ren¬ 
dered  moveable,  and  eafily  evacuated  by  emetics, 
cathartics,  fudorifics,  &c.  They  likewife  bellowed 
much  pains  in  preparing  compound  remedies,  which 
opght  to  be  different  in  fanguine  conftitutions  from 
thofe  in  phlegmatic,  in  bilious,  than  in  atrabilious ; 
others  have  confidered  fome  of  thefe  conftitutions 
combined  together,  and  from  thence  a  new  method  of 
cure  was  deduced  •,  fo  fome  authors  have  compiled 
fuch  a  heap  of  prefcriptions,  fo  as  to  be  difgufting, 
as  will  manifeftly  appear  to  all  thofe  who  read  the  col- 
ledfron  of  the  authors  who  wrote  of  the  Lues,  be¬ 
fore  the  year  1567,  of  which,  under  the  tide  of 
A'phrodifiaca ,  mention  has  often  been  made  above. 

Some,  amongfl  thefe,  afcribed  this  difeafe  to  the 
various  indifpofitions  or  bad  conftitution  of  the  liver, 
and  the  moft  part  of  them  held  the  Lues  Venerea 
for  an  antient  diforder*  fome  others  acknowledged 
'it  jo  lpp  a  new  contagion,  but  infilled  that  the  liver 
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was  immediately  infedled  by  it,  and  that  the  diftem- 
per  was  afterwards  propagated  from  the  liver 
through  all  the  parts  of  the  body ;  that  various  ef- 
/edb  were  produced  by-  the  diverfity  of  the  confti- 
tution  of  this  inteftin. 

*  •  *  t  '  i  ■  ■  • 

Therefore  as  they  all  accufed  the  liver,  Fallopius  ¥ 
was  refolved  to  look  out  for  the  truth  of  this  affer- 
tion,  in  dead  bodies  >  and  as  Monardus,  and  after 
him  Montanus  as  was  believed,  had  afferted  that 
there  is  a  folutio  continui  in  the  liver  of  thofe  la¬ 
bouring  under  the  venereal  clifeafe,  he  demonftrated 
the  contrary  :  4t  hoc  faljum  eft ,  quoniam  in  hep  ate , 
non  tumoriSy  non  ulceris,  non  vulneris,  adeft  veftigium. 
Ego  volui  per  anatomen  hoc  experiri,  et  fecui  in  uno 
anno  plufquam  quinquaginta  h opines,  et  nunquam  in - 
'veni  Joint  ionem  continui  in  hep  ate.  “  But  that  is  falfe2 

becaufe  in  the  liver  there  is  no  trace  of  any  tu- 
^  mour,  wound,  or  ujcer  I  was  willing  to  examine 
“  this  matter  by  diffedtion,  and  I  have  diffedted 
“  more  than  fifty  bodies  in  a  year,  and  never  found 
“  that  folutio  continui  in  the  liver.”  But  as  Fallo¬ 
pius  was  well  fkilled  Jn  anatomy,  as  his  obfervations 
on  that  art  teach  us,  he  is  entirely  worthy  of  cre^ 
tdit  in  thefe  matters.  Afterwards  he  in  the  follow- 
*c  ing  chapters,  explodes  thofe  opinions  concerning 
jthe  cold  or  hot,  &c.  indifpofition  of  the  liver,  as  far 
as  was  relative  to  the  Lues  Venerea  *,  and  he  gives 
us  the  obfervations  f  upon  a  young  man,  infedled 
by  a  proftitute,  in  one  adtion  of  coition  only.  Ni¬ 
hil  apparuit  in  pudendo.  Sequenti  die  ftatim  cepit 
erumpere  bubo ,  poftea  tot  a  barb  a,  fuper  cilia,  &  ca¬ 
pita,  evanuerunt  labor a'vitquc  doloribus  intenjijjimis . 
Qur  ergo  hie  potuii  infici  ita  valide,  *4  fequenti  mane 
hepar  materiem  ad  pubem  remijerit  f  u  nothing  ap- 
“  peared  in  the  pudenda  j  the  day  following,  a  bubo 
“  began  to  break  out,  afterwards  ’  all  his  beard, 
“  eye-brows,  and  hair  fell  of,  and  he  laboured  un- 
“  der  thy  mod  grievous  pains  imaginable  :  how 

“  there- 

*  Ajphrodifiac.  p.  771.  f  Ibidem,  p.  777. 
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44  therefore  could  this  youth  be  fo  furioufly  affected, 
44  as  that  his  liver  the  morning  following  had  difi* 
44  charged  matter  by  the  pubes  ?”  But  it  is  true, 
that  the  liver  could  not  be  blamed,  as  if  the  venereal 
virus,  as  fome  would  have  it,  was  bred  entirely  in 
this  inteftine,  or  that  it  is  firft  of  all  parts  of  the 
body  infe&ed,  by  the  contracted  contagion  ;  ftill  it 
cannot  be  denied,  that  the  liver,  and  other  intefiinal 
parts  have  been  injured  by  the  Lues  Venerea.  Mar¬ 
cus  Aurelius  Severinus  *,  in  a  famous  holpital  for 
the  patients  in  the  venereal  diftemper,  cut  up  a  great 
number  of  bodies,  et  complures  offendit ,  quibus  exul¬ 
cer  ati ,  turn  oefopbagus ,  turn  trachea ,  quibus  item  puf- 
tulofus  pulmo ?  pujiulof unique  jecur ,  apojlernodes  vero  pro - 
Jlata,  funt  animadverfi ,  LV.  44  and  found  many  more 
44  ulcerated  within  fide,  at  the  mouth  of  the  flo- 
44  mach  *,  the  lungs  were  alfo  found  full  of  blifters 
44  or  puftulae’s,  and  the  liver  alfo  j  there  were  ab- 
44  fcefles  in  the  proftatae  blown  full,  they  are  re- 
44  marked,”  &c. 

The  celebrated  Baadar  f  vidit  tot  am  exteriorem 
hepatis  fuperficiem  denfis  &  fat  magnis  papulis  feu  tu¬ 
ber culls  plenum,  qua  omni  not  a  charatteriftica  illis  per - 
fefte  fimilia  erant ,  qua  in  facie ,  manubus ,  &c.  homi - 
num  Lue  Venerea  inquinatorum  alias  videntur.  Dif- 
ciffa  hac  tuber cula  intus  eandem  materiam  continuer unt , 
quam  in  gummi  Venereis ,  fieatomatibus ,  alias  cer- 

nimus ,  44  faw  the  whole  outfide  of  the  liver  in  the 
44  dead  body  of  a  woman,  fill’d  with  thick  whales 
44  or  carbuncles,  which  every  way  refembled  thofe 
44  that  appear  on  the  face  and  hands  of  a  perfon 
44  infe&ed  with  the  venereal  difeafe.  Thefe  puftules, 
44  when  cut  open,  difcharge  a  matter,  fucli  as  we 
44  obferve  in  many  other  venereal  patients.” 

A  great  many  other  obfervations  were  collected  by 
the  celebrated  Morgagni ,  J  who  tells  us,  pulmonem , 

F  4  adrtam , 

*  Aftruc  de  Lue  Venerea  tom.  II.  p.  921. 
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4 ortam ,  &  renes  cum  fuis  appendicibus ,  fcpius  ali  quanto 
'cccurrijfe  labefabiata  in  Us ,  y&7  £s?  grqviter 

labor aver'unt ,  plerorumque  librorum  leblione 

facile  exifiimes ,  “  that  you  may  eafily  eftimate,  by 
“  the  ledlure  of  a  few  books,  how  much  the  lungs, 
tc  aorta,  kidneys,  and  all  their  appendages  become 
ct  weakened  in  thofe  perlons,  who  a  long  while  la^ 
u  boured  under  the  venereal  diftemper.”  He  adds? 
that  he  neyer  remembered  to  haVe  found  the  liver 
infedted,  in  perfons  labouring  under  the  Lues  Ve¬ 
nerea  *,  neither  does  he  deny  that  corruption  has  been 
found  in  this  inteftine.  when  bodies  fuffered  with  the 

t  v  ’  '\ 

Lues.  For  this  great  man  was  probe  confcius ,  banc 
Lucm,  ut  fub  cujuscumque  morbi  larva  inter dunt  deli - 
tefcere ,  it  a  quodcumque  vifcus  vitiare ,  pcffe ,  “  well 
il  fatisfied,  that  as.  this  Lues  fometimeS  hides  itfelfl 

\  1  '  *  ,  ~  1  •  .  >  >  ' 

u  under  the  mafk  of  any  other  diftemper  what- 
4C  foever  ;  fo  every  inteftine  hlay  be  deformed  or 
“  corrupted  by  it.5’  Lie  afterwards  relates  obfer- 
vations  from  approved  authors,  who  tell  us,  that 
the  whole  uterus  has  been  ulcerated  by  the  Lues 
Venerea;  from  whence  no  doubt  remains,  that  the 
internal  as  well  as  the  external  parts  of  the  body  may 
be  affedled  by  this  difeafe.  * 

But  this  filthy  virus  corrupts  even  the  marrow  in 
the  very  channels  of  the  bopes,  and  cables  the  moft 
fevere  torment,  as  will  be  afterwards  explained  in 
La.  1452;  '  '  '  1  f 

It  has  been  obferved  by  Antonins  Brufa  Brafavp- 
luSy  *  that  the  nails  have  fallen  off  by  the  Lties, 
the  teeth  have  alfo  fallen  out,  and  the  eyes  have  been 
deftroyed  ;  nor  did  thefe  terrible  effedts  attend  the 
ciifeafe  already  grown  inveterate*,  but  he  remarks, 
that  the  diftemper  fometirries  had  begun  with  thefe 
fymptoms ;  fo  “he  feftifies  that  the  falling  of  the 
teeth  hath  fometimes  preceded,  and  fornetimes  hath 
followed  after  the  fhedding  of  the  hair ;  he  affirms 
the  fame  about  the  lofs  of  the  eyes.  ‘ 

'••v  i  f  *  *  v  *«  T 

If? 

f  ^phrodifiac.  p.  65^. 
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In  another  place,  *  he  fays,  the  falling  of  the 
teeth,  and  generally  of  the  hair,  follows  ^  quando- 
que  bubcnem  /implicit er>  &  Mas  primas  enarratas  affec- 
tiones ,  qua  in  pene  flinty  atque  ore :  ct  fometiines, 
4C  like  wife,  a  fimple  buboe,  and  thofe  firft  mentioned 
44  fymptoms,  which  are  in,  the  penis,  and  in  the 
44  face.”  But  the  teeth  fell  without  any  blemifh  in 


in  them  ;  for  they  were  neither  corroded,  rotten,  nor 
putrid.  It  is  well  known,  that  after  a  falivation,^ 
efpecially  if  a  fevere  one,  the  teeth  will  fometimes^ 
fall  out  •,  nor  is  that  any  wonder,  as  the  gums  are 
then  ulcerated  :  but  here  no  mention  is  made  of  a 
ialivatiori.  Bernardinus  Tomitanu's,  f  in  his  writing- 
concerning  the  changes  obferved  in  the  Lues  Vene¬ 
rea,  about  the  hundredth  year  from  the  beginning  of 
this  diforder,  remarks,  that  the  Ihedding  or  catting 
of  the  hair,  beard,  &c.  was  very  frequent ;  he  then 
adds,  Vidit  alas  pf oxime  atta,  in  multis  fieri  dentiflu- 
<vium  \  parcius  7iunc  id  videmus ,  ac  multo  fapius ,  \a~ 
dere  fuperciha ?  capillos ,  &  barbam ,  experimur  :  ‘4  That 
44  he  the  laft  age  faw  the  teeth  of  perfons  afflided 
-  with  this  difeafe  frequently  fall  out.  We  now  fee 
44  that  but  rarely  \  but  we  much  oftener  find  the 


“  hair,  beard,  and  eye-brows  to  fall  off.” 

From  hence  it  is  evident  how  extenfively  the 
power  of  this  dire  difeafe  fpreads  through  the  human 
body,  fince  there  is  fcarce  any  part  free  from  the  ac- 
cefs  of  the  filthy  difternper :  what  calamities,  what 
enormous  pain,  what  deformity  are  bred  in  a  body 
formerly  perhaps  the  faireft  and  moll  comely,  whilfi: 
the  inveterate  Lues  gnaws  all  its  members  by  a  flow 
corruption,  whilfi  ftiil  in  the  bloom  of  youth  ! 


yam  mmiunt  fidentem  am  mis }  nec  tanta  timcntem , 
Invajit  miftrum  labes ,  qua  favior  ufquam 
Nulla  fmt  5  nulla  unquam  aliis  jpedlabitur  amis, 
Paulatim  ver  id  miidum3  fios  ille  juvent a , 

Difperiit , 

*  Aphrodifiac.  p.  727.  f  Ibidem,  p.  10C3. 

•t  jfracaftor.  ibidem,  p.  187. 
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Difperiit ,  vis  ilia  animi  5  turn  fquallida  tabes 
Artus  ( 'horrenduni )  miferos  obduxit ,  {5?  alt'e 
Grandia  turgebant  f cedis  abfcejjibus  ojfa 
Ulcera  (Proh  Divum  pietatem )  informia  pulchros 
Pafcebant  oculos ,  £s?  k/j  amor  cm ; 

Pafcebantque  acri  corrofas  vulnere  naves . 

I  believe  that  there  cannot  be  a  greater,  or  a  more 
powerful  check  to  fenfuality,  than  to  behold  and 
contemplate  the  miferable  victims  to  this  diforder 
attentively,  as  they  lie  colleded  in  hofpitals  to  be 
cured  of  one  and  the  fame  diforder,  branched  into 
various  horrid  complaints  or  evils.  I  am  certain  the 
protedor  of  the  gardens,  Priapus  himfelf,  would  lay 
afide  alljhis  ered  pride  at  fuch  a  fight. 

SECT.  MCCCCXLVI. 

THESE  infeded  parts  difcharge  a  filthy, 
putrid,  flow,  mucofe,  greenifh  corrup¬ 
tion,  which  corrodes  the  flefh  rather  in  breadth 
than  in  depth,  as  it  glides  along. 

It  is  of  the  greateft  utility  in  the  medical  art,  that 
venereal  ulcers  be  well  diftinguifhed  from  others, 
that  their  proper  cure  may  be  applied  to  them.  As 
venereal  complaints  obey  not  the  common  or  accuf- 
tomed  remedies,  fee  Sed.  1444,  it  was  faid  in  the 
precedent  fedion,  that  the  venereal  contagion  was 
entangled,  in  the  tunica  cellulofa,  in  adipofe  fat,  or 
in  a  mucofe  humour,  and  fo  adheres  to  various  parts 
of  the  body,  then  corrodes  them  by  a  prolific  conta¬ 
gion,  by  whofe  power  all  the  parts  are  corrupted, 
till,  every  particle  being  infeded,  the  materials  for  a 
pew  infedion  are  prepared. 

But  as  the  dileafe  is  ufuallv  bred  by  the  firft 
touch  only,  and  hence  affecls  that  part  of  the  body 

*  firft 
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firft  touched  by  its  corruption  j  fo  as  it  was  faid 
this  difeafe  differs,  according  as  the  part  affedted  is 
chiefly  covered  by  the  cutis,  or  the  cuticula  only. 
It  has  been  before  fhewn  what  are  the  confequences, 
if  the  Lues  is  lodged  in  places  covered  by  the  cuti¬ 
cula  only  ;  in  this  fedtion  are  mentioned  the  flgns 
by  which  a  venereal  ulcer  may  be  known,  which  at¬ 
tacks  thofe  parts  covered  by  the  cutis.  But  as  the 
celebrated  Boerhaave  *  has  exactly  defcribed  thefe 
matters,  I  fhali  almoft  ufe  his  very  words  on  the 
fqbjedt. 

He  firft  of  all  remarks,  that  if  thofe  places  co¬ 
vered  with  fkin  had  been  fir  A:  infedted  by  the  vene¬ 
real  contagion,  then  an  ulcer  of  the  word  kind  is 
bred  there,  and  very  difficult  to  be  cured  ;  then  it 
would  be  greatly  to  be  feared  that  the  evil  would 
creep  over  the  red  of  the  body ;  for  the  power  of 
the  poifon,  which  can  penetrate  even  thofe  parts  co¬ 
vered  with  a  folid  fkin,  muft  be  very  malignant. 
Then  the  place  affedted  is  wont  to  rife  to  a  little 
dwelling,  filled  with  matter  of  a  yellowifli  call,  like 
the  cream  of  new  milk,  fcarcely  flicking  together, 
like  as  it  were  cream,  when  taken  between  the  fin¬ 
gers,  and  gently  let  loofe  by  them  •,  then  growing 
dry  and  yellowifh,  from  a  greenifh  colour,  it  hardens 
on  the  linen  it  flicks  to.  This  matter,  though  care¬ 
fully  wiped  clean,  flows  again  •,  neither  is  it  flopped, 
por  does  it  make  any  feparation  from  the  found  parts 
fn  fuppurating  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  carries  away 
its  neighbouring  parts  with  it,  and  propagates  the 
fame  virulence  in  them,  and  always  fupplies  itfelf 
with  new  matter.  Hence,  in  the  fame  manner,  the 
broad  ulcers,  which  are  found  in  the  membrana  adi- 
pofa,  flqyvly  corrupt  the  integuments,  and  {hew  the 
mufcies  bare  and'  entire,  fliining  with  a  fiery  red 
colour. 

.  For  if  the  contagious  corruption  reaches  to  the 
little  cells  of  the  membrana  adipofa,  and  there  mixes 
itfelf  with  the  fat  in  its  courfe,  then  this  defiles  the 

r  *  -  u?r  <  i  *  v  j  -o  ■  *'  t.  i  *  * 

tenacioi^ 


f  Jn  Prasfaticme  Aphrodifiasi. 
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tenacious  or  vifcous  oil  by  its  virulence,,  and  is  again 
retained  by  that  oily  humour,  is  cherifhed  by  heat 
and  motion,  and  more  inflamed  by  delay  •,  it  gnaws 
the  cutis  and  cuticula,  and  contaminates  the  oily- 
little  cells  in  the  mean  time  fpread  under  thefe  fkihs  ; 
from  whence  the  lore  is  found  broader  in  the  panni- 
cuius  adipofus  than  in  the  Ikin  laid  over  it.  Which  is 
eaten  away. 

The  matter  flowing  from  fuch  an  ulcer  is  fo  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  of  other  kinds  of  abfcefles,  that  the 
Ikilful  may.  diftinguifh  that  which  is  cankered  by 
corruption  from  any  other  matter  j  for  the  very  fame 
matter,  engendered  by  the  Lues  Venerea,  fhines  as  it 
were  mixed  with  a  foapy  glewifh  matter  *,  it  is  of  a 
Angular  whitilh  colour,  turning  to  a  green  ;  fcarcely 
is  the  acrimony  of  it  felt  by  any  Hinging  pain  or  hurt ; 
for  this  membrane  only  putrifies,  without  the  fen- 
fibility  of  any  great  pain. 

The  lips  of  thefe  ulcers,  in  places  covered  with  a 
fkin,  are  never  raifed,  or  appear  fcorched,  but  con¬ 
tracted,  and  even  as  if  polifh^d,  and  of  a  pale  colour. 
They  often  as  it  were  fluctuate,  when  deprived  of 
the  iupport  of  the  membrana  adipofa,  which  is  ufu- 
ally  eaten  away  to  a  greater  breadth  than  the  cutis  is. 

If  fuch  an  ulcer  Ihould  be  cured,  then  the  Ikin 
will  grow  to  the  mulcles,  and  have  a  filthy  appear¬ 
ance  ;  the  cavity  will  often  remain  deep  ih  thofe 
places  where  a  copious  fat  is  fpread  under  the  fkin, 
as  in  the  buttocks,  attended  by  a  want  of  motion 
in  the  mufcles  there  •,  and  hence  the  part  is  left  rigid, 
on  account  of  the  mufcles  being  grown  to  the  fear 
and  neighbouring  fkin  :  a  livid  colour  verging  to  a 
reddifh  always  disfigures  the  fear,  which  is  fo  flretched 
and  dry,  that  it  fcarcely  perfpires,  and  it  appears 
every  where  ffiining?  on  aceount  of  this  ftrong  ex- 
tenfion. 

Such  an  ulcer  being  cured,  if  an  efficacious  remedy 
hath  not  deftroyed  the  contagion,  an  evil  like  unto 
the  firfl  will  breed  in  a  neighbouring  pin,  which, 

following 


Sed.  1446.  The  Venereal  Disease.  7 7 

following  the  fame  path,  leaves  the  like  evil  behind. 
When  the  body  is  over-run  with  thefe  mod  filthy  ul¬ 
cers,  either  in  many  places  at  orjce,  or  fucceffively, 
the  whole  form  of  the  body  is  disfigured  by  thofe 
ugly  fears,  and  the  horrid  traces  of  the  filthy  difeafe 
will  perpetually  remain. 

It  appears  from  what  has  been  faid,  that  thefe  ul¬ 
cers  creep  into  a  breadth  rather  than  into  a  depth, 
and  do  feed  only  upon  the  tunica  adipofa,  but  yet  not 
hurt  the  fkin  ;  except  that  when  the  veffels  placed 
under  the  fkin  are  confumed,  it  totally  perifhes,  the 
difeafe  having  nothing  left  to  feed  upon. 

Such  ulcers  fometimes  occur  after  buboes  are 
opened.  Thefe  are  excellently  deferibed  by  that  fa-  / 
mous  furgeon  Goulard ;  *  for  he  remarked  that  thefe 
ulcers  were  not  deep  but  filthy,  and  the  matter  that 
iffued  from  them  was  fcarcely  corroding,  but  mucofe. 
He  alfo  tells  us,  that  the  fird  trace  of  a  fear  in  thef© 
ulcers,  appears  in  the  middle  of  the  bottom,  in  the 
form  of  a  thin,  (lender,  red  fkin,  which  extends  it- 
felf  from  the  centre  towards  the  whole  circumference* 
as  in  thofe  ulcers  which  are  bred  from  fome  other 
caufes,  and  not  from  the  Lues,  the  cicatrix  begin¬ 
ning  from  the  circumference  of  the  ulcer,  proceeds 
towards  the  centre.  That  red  colour  feems  to  pro¬ 
ceed  from  hence  ;  that  the  whole  tunica  cdiulofa 
being  dedroyed,  the  colour  of  the  mufcles  fhines 
through  this  (lender  fkin.  But  the  cicatrix  can  but 
with  difficulty  begin  from  the  ambit  of  the  venereal 
ulcer;  becaufe,  as  it  has  been  before  faid,  fuch  an 
ulcer  is  wont  to  fpread  itfelf  in  breadth,  under  the 
fkin,  until  then  entire,  or  at  lead  not  yet  corroded; 
and  alfo  to  confume  the  neighbouring  membrana 
cellulofa. 

Now  follows  the  ufeful  fearch  into  thofe  evils, 
which  are  obferve.d  to  have  been  bred  from  the  ve¬ 
nereal  contagion  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  and 
produce  fingular  diforders,  according  to  the  variety 

.  of 


*  Sux  \c  malad,  venerfennes,  p.  107, 
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of  the  parts  affe&ed,  though  they  arife  from  the 
fame  caufe.  But  as  the  Lues  Venerea  is  moft  fre¬ 
quently  contra&ed  by  impure  coition,  the  firft  dread¬ 
ful  eruption  generally  happens  about  the  pudenda. 

SECT.  MCCCCXLVII. 

S HANKERS  are  from  thence  bred  on  the 
outfide  of  the  penis,  a  gonorrhea  in  the 
infide,  and  a  fluor,  called  albus,  in  the  va¬ 
gina. 

As  the  penis  is  more  expofed  to  the  venereal  cdn- 
tagion  by  impure  coition,  it  is  no  wonder  that  this 
member  is  often  affe&ed  even  in  the  beginning  of 
this  diforder,  as  was  before  faid,  in  Se<ft.  1442  ;  that 
fuch  puftules  or  blitters  are  very  foon  bred,  either 
by  a  local  application  of  the  contagion,  or  by  the 
fame  contagion  abforbed  by  the  veins  then  mixed 
with  the  blood,  and  afterwards  depofited  in  thefe 
parts  *,  in  which  cafe,  thefe  little  ulcers  are  wont  to 
appear  more  ttowly.  In  Se<tt.  1441,  where  commu¬ 
nication  of  the  difeafe  by  fuckling  is  treated  of,  it 
appears,  that  the  firft  figns  of  it  appeared  in  the  breaft, 
and  that  it  proceeded  to  the  neighbouring  parts  of  the 
body  ;  afterwards  the  pudenda  were  infected  with  a 
violent  itching  or  pruritus,  which  is  followed  by 
ulcers  in  the  pudenda,  by  which  the  hufbands  are 
infected  ;  and  fo  the  filthy  difeafe  was  propagated. 

In  thofe  places  to  which  the  Lues  Venerea  imme¬ 
diately  adheres,  or  where  it  was  depofited  by  a  re¬ 
moval,  there  rifes  a  flat  fpot  in  the  beginning,  as  if 
it  were  the  fmall-pox,  or  almoft  like  a  flea-bite  :  in 
this  is  a  light  itching,  and  fcarcely  any  pain.  Thefe 
fpots  are  in  a  fhort  time  after  raifed  into  great  blif- 
ters,  under  which  form  the  celebrated  Afiruc  *  de- 

feribes 

*  De  morbis  vener.  lib.  III.  cap.  7.  p.  242. 
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fcribes  the  venereal  ulcers  in  their  birth,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words :  Initio  levis  extuberat  'papula  miliaris , 
vel  miliarem  parum  fnperans ,  rubra ,  acuminata ,  calensy 
pruriens,  cujus  apex  fenjim  complanatur ,  £5?  albefcit , 
tfc  tandem  levi  apertura  dehifcit ,  ichoris  quidpiam 
ejicitur.  Continuata  dein  labrorum  erofione , 
cit,  dilatatur ,  excavatur  \  callis  cingitur ,  magis  *vel 
minus  duris ,  denfatifque -,  pure  crajfo  vifcidd ,  tenace^ 
fcattt  \  &  fimilia  ulcufcula  in  vicinis  partibus  plerum- 
que  excitat :  cc  In  the  beginning,  a  light  blitter  arifes 
“  of  the  fize  of  a  grain  of  millet,  red,  ttiarp  pointed, 
“  hot,  itchy,  the  head  of  which  flattens  by  degrees 
“  and  grows  white  •,  and  finally,  by  a  fmall  opening, 
“  ulcerous  matter  iffues  forth.  Then  by  a  conti- 
“  nual  gnawing  of  the  lips,  the  ulcer  increafes,  is 
“  dilated,  hollowed,  and  furrounded  by  warts, 
“  fomewhat  hard  and  thick,  then  burfts  out  with  a 
“  thick,  vifcid,  tenacious  matter,  and  for  the  moft 
<£  part  affects  its  neighbouring  places  by  fuch  ulcers.5* 
Thefe  little  ulcers  are  ufually  called  cancers,  as  they 
obey  not  common  remedies  •,  they  often  have  callous 
lips,  are  ttubborn,  and  have  their  bottoms  covered  with 
a  whitifh  mucofe  matter,  or  of  a  livid  colour.  *  I 
have  fometimes  feen  the  bottoms  of  fuch  little  ulcers 
turning  green,  from  a  yellowifh  colour.  Perhaps  if 
a  little  blood  has  been  mixed  from  the  corroded  little 
veffel,  that  livid  colour  comes  on.  So  thefe  little 
ulcers  are  eafily  diftinguiflied  from  excoriations,  and 
other  lighter  evils  in  thofe  parts,  as  thefe,  either 
fpontaneoufly,  or  by  accuftomed  remedies,  are  eafily 
cured. 

It  is  worth  while  to  know,  whether  thefe  little  ul¬ 
cers  are  owing  to  a  recent  contagion  after  impure 
coition,  or  truly  produced  by  a  Lues  Venerea,  lurk¬ 
ing  already  a  long  while  in  the  body  ;  in  which  cafe, 
the  cure  would  require  more  pains  and  care,  as  there 
may  be  fome  hope,  in  the  recent  evil,  that  the  virus, 
adhering  to  thefe  parts  only,  may  be  returned  back 


again, 

*  De  morbis  vener.  lib.  Ill,  cap.  vik,  p,  24S* 
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again,  without  infefting  the  reft  of  the  body.  It  is  * 
true,  that  a  fincere  confefTion  of  the  lick  may  take 
away  all  doubt  j  but  Afiruc  *  judiftoufly  obferyes* 
that  thefe  often  conceal  the  fault,  whilft  they  are 
more  willing  to  afcribe  the  difeafe  tQ  fomething  a 
long  while  lurking  in  the  body,  than  tp  a  recent  aft  of 
venery.  It  is  convenient  enough  for  widows  to  throw' 
the  whole  blame  upon  their  dead  hufbands  ;  fome 
men  already  ripened  by  years,  fuch  a?  have  vowed 
chaftity,  have  readily  confefted  their  juvenile  frolics. 
Afiruc  f  ftiil  deduces  a  probable  conjecture,  from  the 
following  circumftances  or  fymptorns  :  Si  ulcujcula  in 
viris  frcenum ,  in  fee  minis  carunculas  myrtiformes,  nym- 
phqs,  aut  chtoridem ,  occupent  ft  mult# ,  mqligna^  £sr 
conferta ,  fint  \  ft  fiadia  per  currant  cum  celeritate ;  pro- 
labile  eft ,  recenf  concubitu  contrqffiq  faifie  *,  cum  My 
qua  a  latente  hue  dependent ,  prapqtii  frcenum^  aut 
vulva  &  vagina  carunculas ,  non  afferent  pra  reliquis 
partibus ,  pauca ,  difcreta ,  benigna ,  plerumque  finh  ac 
tar  die  ut  plurimum  judicentur ;  “  If  thefe  litde  ulcers 
<c  attack  the  frcenum  ip  men,  or  the  caruncula  myr- 
4C  tiformes,  clitoris,  &c.  in  women  *,  if  they  be 
many,  malignant,  and  crowded  together  •,  if  they 
<c  run  their  courfe  expeditioufly,  it  is  probable,  that 
“  the  diforder  has  been  contracted  by  a  recent  co-  . 
<c  ition,  as  thofe  which  arife  from  a  lurking  Lues  do 
**  not  afteft  the  frcenum  of  the  prmpuce,  or  the  ca- 
tc  runculae  of  the  vagina  or  vulva,  but  rather  the  reft 
“  of  the  parts  of  generation  ;  they,  for  the  moft 
u  part,  are  likewife,  in  general,  few  in  number  and 
ec  mild.”  But,  as  it  was  Ihown  in  the  precedent 
feftion,  the  venereal  ulcers  differ  greatly  amonglt 
themfelves,  according  as  they  occupy  thofe  places 
covered  with  the  cutis,  or  deprived  of  it.  The  fame 
is  true  in  the  virile  penis.  Thefe  ulcers  frequently 
occupy  the  glans,  anc}  the  crown  of  the  glans,  and 
produce  other  evils  there  as  in  other  places,  y :  g  : 

the; 
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the  (lender  epithelium  that  covers  the  glans  and  in¬ 
ternal  fuperficies  of  the  praspuce  being  corroded,  the 
little  nervous  papillae,  fo  numerous  there,  degenerate 
into  warts.  It  would  have  a  far  different  effed,  if  fuch 
an  ulcer  (hould  attack  thefrcenulum  of  the  praspuce, 
which  happens  when  it  adheres  to  the  (kin  fnrround- 
ing  the  outward  parts  of  the  penis.  Whilft  the  ulcers 
corrode  the  internal  fuperficies  of  the  praspuce,  they 
often  excite  wonderful,  inflamed,  pellucid  tumours  ; 
from  whence  a  phymofis,  or  paraphymofis,  and  an 
inflammation,  ftoppage  and  gangrene  of  the  penis ; 
which  circumftances  will  be  treated  of  in  Sed. 
1449. 

Although  the  celebrated  AJiruc  *  acknowledged, 
that  all  the  genital  parts  are  expofed  to  the  fame 
common  danger  in  the  time  of  impure  coition,  yet 
he  teaches,  that  an  equal  degree  of  corruption  is  not 
brought  into  every  part.  This  truly  and  evidently 
appears  from  what  has  been  before  faid.  But  he 
:  denies  that  thofe  little  ulcers,  or  venereal  fhankers, 
have  ever  attacked  the  external  fuperficies  of  the 
praspuce,  or  the  reft  of  the  fkin,  by  which  the  penis 
is  invefted  *,  and  fo  he  aflerts,  that  in  women  thefe 
little  ulcers  occupy  fome  certain  interior  places  of  the 
vagina  or  vulva,  but  never  any  external  places. 
Still  I  have  often  been  an  eye-witnefs  of  the  external 
fkin  of  the  penis,  and  exterior  parts  of  the  pudenda 
in  women,  having  been  attacked  by  venereal  (hank- 
;  ersq  nor  do  I  doubt,  but  all  thoie  who  have  applied 
themfelves  to  the  cure  of  this  difeaie,  have  obferved 
the  fame.  But  Aftruc  afliduoufly  enquired  into  the 
caufe  why  the  exterior  parts  of  the  penis,  and  puden¬ 
da  of  women,  were  never  attacked  by  venereal 
fhankers.  He  believed  the  reafon  might  be  deduced 
from  the  peculiar  ftrudure  of  thofe  parts,  ft  In  men 
he  would  have  it,  that  the  internal  and  whole  fuper¬ 
ficies  of  the  prepuce,  and  top  of  the  penis,  efpe- 

Vol.  XVII.  G  dally 
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dally  the  fides  of  the  frcenum,  and  circumference 
of  the  crown  of  the  glans,  denjiffime  conjlerni  vafculis 
mmerofis ,  minatijfvnis,  vix  femilinea  profundis,  paral¬ 
lels,  cylindricis,  cavis,  infima  parte  coeds ,  altera  ex- 
trorfum  ddii fcentibus  tenid  ofculo ,  qure  a  circumfiuo  f an¬ 
guine  humorem  album,  [ebaceum,  virofum ,  fecernunt, 
fecretumque  Jlillaiim  evomunt  %  # nde  partium  Uvitas , 
fenfus,  mollities,  lubrici'tas,  jugiter  foventur  ;  fed  unde , 
'ft  lottery  parcatur,  fordes  brevj,  cumulantur,  jubalbidee, 

'  oleofa,  fcetidi  &  gravioris  odor  is :  “  are  fpread  over 
“  by  a  number  of  thick  little  veffels,  fo  minute,  that 
«  they  are  Icarce  the  depth  of  half  a  tenth  of  an 
“  inch,  parallel,  hollow  cylinders,  and  gaping  on 
«  the  outfide  with  little  mouths,  which  pour  out  a 
«  white,  foapy  humour,  feparated  from  the  blood  -9 
64  from  whence  the  lightnefs,  lenfibility,  loftnefs^ 
«  and  lubricity  of  the  parts  are  continually  fup- 
66  ported  *,  but  if  not  waihed,  the  filth  gathers  in  2 
«  fnort  time  to  an  oily,  whitifh,  foetid  excrement, 
«  of  a  heavy  foul  flench.”  He  affirms  the  like 
ftru&ure  to  hold  in  women,  in  the  internal  fuperficies 
of  the  vulva :  and  all  the  carunculas  which  projed 
in  the  vulva,  he  would  have  it,  that  thefe  caverns 
colleding  that  foapy  humour,  and  difcha,rging  it 
when  collected,  are  the  proper  and  real  feat  of  the 
venereal  {hankers.  He  urges,  in  fupport  of  this 
argument,  that  anatomy  teaches  us  tliat  thefe  caverns, 
or^ cells,  are  in  thefe  places  •,  and  it  is  fufficiently 
made  out  by  what  has  been  before  faid,  that .  the 
venereal  contagion  may  be  eafily  entangled  with  flow 
fat,  mucofe  humours,  and  be  fo  fixed  as  it  were  ir 
certain  places,  that  they  are  afterwards  deftroyed  ir 
a  flow,  corroding  manner. 

‘  But  the  aniatomifts  in  general  have  evidently  proved 
that  thefe  cells  already  defcribed,  are  not  peculiar 
to  thefe  places  of  the  genitals.  Abraham  Kaau  ■ 
found  fuch  cells  in  the  buttocks  of  an  infant  *  and  ji 
f  .  *  anQthei 
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another  place,  '*  where  he  is  employed  peculiarly  in 
defending  thefe  matters,  he  fays.  Eft  p  ,  aterea  & 
aliud  exfudalionis  genus,  ah  interioribus  extrorfum,  quod, 
rtque  obtinet  eo  in  loco,  quo  cuticula  per  git  ftupr  a  papil¬ 
lae  ac  ubi  cutim  inveftit  quod  jcihcet  fit  ope  fliicu- 
lorum,  qui  ubique  in  cute  fig  rent,  niji  in  interiors  parte 
manuum ,  pedum. ,  &  in  digitis :  “  There  is  befides 
“  another  kind  of  exfudation  from  the  interior  to- 
u  wards  the  exterior  parts,  which  equally  holds  good 
“  in  that  place  in  which  the  cuticula  goes  over  the 
“  papillae,  and  where  it  inverts  the  cutis ;  which  is 
“  done  by  the  afrtftance  of  the  folliculi  which  flick 
“  every  where  in  the  fkin,  except  in  the  interior 
“  parts  the  hands,  feet,  and  fingers.55  As  the 
celebrated  RuyJ chins  was  an  enemy  to  the  name  of 
glands,  and  as  that  candid  anatomifl  could  not  deny 
:he  exiftence  of  thefe  folliculi  in  the  fkin,  he  chofe 
rather  to  call  them  crypt  a  Boerbaavidn/e  •,  which  name 
is  commonly  given  them  at  prefent.  An  exact  de~ 
[cription  of  thole  cells  may  be  read  in  the  place  above 
cited.  Yet  this  deferves  to  be  known,  that  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  A  (true  would  have  thele  caverns  to  be  cy~ 
•indrical,  and  on  the  contrary,  the  celebrated  Boer- 
laave  invenerit  ejfe,  receptacula  quadam  parva,  fubro- 
'unda,  cava,  collo  anguftato  comiveniia,  qua,  ojculo 
iperto,  nec  quod,  facile  humor em  intus  in  follicido  con - 
entum  eruttat,  in  epidermide  patent,  atque  ibidem  for  os 
'Utis  formant  fatis  confpkuos :  C1  had  found  thefe  to  be 
c  fome  certain  imall  receptacles,  round  and  hollow 
c  beneath,  with  a  narrow  neck  with  open  mouths,. 
IC  which  do  not  eafily  difeharge  the  humours  con-. 
!c  tained  in  the  folliculi,  appear  in  the  outride  fkin 
c  of  the  body,  and  form  pores  in  the  Hein  fufheiently 
c  confpicuous  there.55  The  figure  of  thefe  crypts 
vas  not  badly  deferibed  by  thole  inrtruments  of  war 
railed  hand-granades,  which  are  call  or  thrown. 
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But  it  is  well  known  that  thefe  folliculi  f  pour 
forth  a  lubricating  humour,  which  anoints  the  fkin, 

quidem  ad  Mas  partes  imprimis *  qua  aeri  externo , 
*vel  mottii ,  maxime  funt  expGfitce ,  vel  pilis  ornatae  : 
44  and  efpecially  thole  parts  which  are  greatly  expofed 

to  motion,  or  the  external  air,  or  thofe  parts  fur- 
tc  nilhed  with  hair.55^  Therefore  as  hair  begins  to 
grow  on  the  pudenda  of  either  fex,  and  the  internal 
parts  of  the  buttocks  and  thighs,  fo  that  they  may 
Want  fuch  a  wratry  bladder  or  ball,  the  rubbing  or 
Wafting  of  which  is  greatly  to  be  avoided*  it  is  no 
wonder  that  a  copious  number  of  thefe  windy  or 
watry  bags,  fufftciently  big,  are  found  in  thofe 
places  •,  which-,  if  not  fo,  men  would  have  fuffered 
the  foreft  of  gallings,  as  thofe  who  long  ride  on 
horfeback  experience,  whilft  that  liquid  is  prelfed 
from  thefe  little  bags. 

And  moreover  as  all  thefe  parts  have  fuch  folliculi, 
or  a  number  of  fuch  watry  balls,  and  are  moiftened 
in  the  venereal  contagion  by  impure  venery,  it  evi¬ 
dently  appears,  that  frankers,  or  venereal  ulcers, 
may  be  bred  in  thofe  places,  and  fome  certain  obfer- 
vations  alio  teach  the  truth  of  this  matter. 

In  an  internal  gonorrhea.]  This  term  may  be 
changed  in  Latin  to  the  genital  profluvium,  which 
was  known  in  antient  times  •,  but  that  was  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  venereal  gonorrhea  here  treated  of. 
So  where  the  uncieannefs  is  mentioned  in  the  ferip- 
ture,  f  we  read  as  follows  :  Vir,  qid  patitur  fluxion 
Jemmis ,  immundus  erit.  Et  tunc  judicabitur  hide  vitio 
flcbjacere ,  cum  per  Jingula  momenta  adha-eferit  carni  ejus9 
atque  conereverit,  ferns  humor:  “  A  man  labouring 
44  with  a  feminal  flux  fhall  be  deemed  unclean,  and 
44  he  fhall  be  judged  to  be  fubjebt  to  this  defedf,  as  h$ 
44  every  moment  might  have  adhered  to  his  flefli, 
44  and  a  fetid  humour  might  have  been  caufed  by  it.5* 
The  channel  of  the  urethra,  as  will  be  prefently 
fhown,  is  moift  with  mucofe  humours,  and  the  pro- 
’  s  ;  ‘  ftate 
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ft  ate  gland  communicates  with  it.  If,  therefore,  the 
fecretion  and  excretion  of  fuch  humours  be  aug-* 
mented,  fuch  a  humour  will  be  gradually  protruded 
into  the  cavity  of  the  urethra,  and  then  adhere  tQ 
the  extremity  of  the  urethra,  and  the  internal  fuper- 
ficies  of  the  praspuce  ;  this  is  filthy,  hut  in  no  man^ 
ner  contagious.  Beftdes,  it  is  to  he  remarked,  that 
the  moifture  which  flows  forth  in  the  venereal  go- 
norrrhea  adheres  not,  nor  grows  to  the  top  of  the 
penis,  but  fouls  the  linen  by  a  foetid  dropping  *,  from 
whence  it  is  in  fome  languages  called  druiper,  trip-* 
per,  &c.  ,  * 

After  the  venereal  gonorrhea  was  become  known,' 
it  became  ufual  among  the  phyficians  to  call  thefe 
light  evils  juft  now  mentioned,  a  Ample  gonorrhea, 
todiftinguiffi  it  from  the  venereal  contagion.  Such 
a  Ample  gonorrhea  is  obferved  to  be  caufed  ab  inaf- 
fueta  potatione  cerevifitf^  equitatione  nimia ,  immoderate* 
uju  V eneris7  etiam  pur<$>  clyftere  calidius  admiJfoy  * 
46  by  an  unaccuftomed  drinking  of  beer,  by  much 
M  riding,  by  immoderate  venery,  though  pure,  or 
!<*  by  a  glifter  given  more  warm  than  ufual.”  I  have 
feen  the  like  to  have  been  occafioned  by  the  ule  of 
more  acrid  diuretics,  the  application  of  cantharides, 
though  but  externa],  &c.  But  all  thefe  either  fpom 
taneoufiy  ceafe,  or  are  cured  in  a  fhort  time,  which 
cannot  in  any  manner  be  affirmed  to  be  the  cafe  in 
the  venereal  gonorrhea. 

Thofe  who  have  contended  that  the  antiquity  of 
the  Lyes  Venerea  is  to  fie  demonftrated  from  that: 
part  of  holv  writ,  have  urged,  that  this  flux  of  the 
feed  mult  have  been  a  contagion,  as  fo  much  cere¬ 
mony  and  caution  were  preferibed  for  the  cl^anfing 
from  it.  But  no  body  believes,  at  this  day,  that  the 
venereal  contagion  is  to  be  communicated  to  a  founcj 
body  by  touching  an  infedfed  perfon  in  bed,  or  fit¬ 
ting  or  lying  where  he  did.  The  unejeannefs,  unde? 
the  Mofaicai  law,  has  nothing  in  common  with  any 

G  3  contagion 
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contagion  whatfoever ;  for  in  the  fame  place  *  a  man 
was  legally  unclean  from  whom  viry  de  quo  egreditur 
femen  coitus ,  “  the  feed  of  coition  or  copulation  goes 

forth,”  and  a  woman  in  her  menflrua  which  if 
any  one  had  touched  in  bed,  &c.  he  would  be 
equally  unclean.  Befides,  in  Ample  gonorrheas,, 
especially  in  thole  from  whom  the  feed  flows  unwil¬ 
lingly  and  unknowingly,  without  any  fenfe  of  en¬ 
joyment,  they  become  debilitated  and  all  enervated 
bn  the  contrary,  they  are,  in  the  venereal  gonorrhea, 
moiefted  with  frequent  erections  of  the  penis ;  from 
whence  the  cure  of  it  is  as  often  retarded,  as  will  be 
faid  hereafter. 

It  is  certain,  that  the  venereal  gonorrhea  was  not 
known  in  the  beginning,  whilfl  the  Lues  Venerea  be¬ 
gan  to  work  its  way  into  Europe  *,  and  we  fee  that 
the  firid  authors  who  wrote  of  the  Lues  Venerea  have 
made  ho  mention  of  the  gonorrhea.  Antonins  Mufa 
Mr af avoids  *  wrote  a  treatife  of  the  French  difeafe, 
in  the  year  1551,  where  he  has  the  following  obfer- 
vation  :  Aviginti  amis  citra ,  alia  qua  dam  fptcies  or - 
turn  flakier  e,  qua  an  declinantem  morbum  fequantur,  an 
aliquo  mode  immutatum  fit  genus,  ambigenctum  effet:  “  In 
“  about  twenty  years  another  fpecies  of  this  difeafe 
tx  appeared  ;  but  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  fok 
46  lowed  a  declining  difeafe,  or  whether  the  difeafe 

might  have  been  only  changed  to  lome  other  manner 
“  or  fpecies.”  But  he  deferibes  five  changes  of  the 
Lues  :  the  falling  of  the  hair  and  teeth,,  calling  of 
the  nails,  the  lofs  of  eyes,,  and  finally  the  gonorrheav 
Nam  Gallicus  affetlus  ex  gonorrhoea  incipit ,  &  pojiea 
pi  to  rum  clepluvium  fequitur  y  quandoque  incipit  a  gonor¬ 
rhoea,  &  in  gonorrhoeam  finft.  Nam  nihil  aliud  illam 
fequitur  y  quam  quod  ip  fa  per  fever  at  $  neque  facile ■  evinci 
poteji  y  fed  neceffarium  eft ,  ft  fedari  debeat ,  generofis 
uti  prajidiis ,  de  quibus  pojiea-  verba  fact  emus ;  “  For 
“  the  Galkcus  morbus  begins  with  the  gonorrhea,. 
44  and., afterwards  follows  the  (bedding  or  calling  of 

“  the 
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“  the  hair,  fometimes  begins  with  the  gonorrhea  and 
<c  finifhes  with  the  fame  ;  for  nothing  more  than  its 
“  perfeverance  follows,  nor  can  it  be  eafily  over- 
“  come  *,  but  it  is  necefTary  to  ufe  fome  generous 
“  helps,  more  of  which  hereafter.” 

In  this  author  it  particularly  deferves  to  be  re¬ 
marked,  that  he  already  had  doubted  whether  it  was 
not  a  declining  Lues,  which  had  been  followed  by  the 
firft  furious  gonorrhea  ;  -and  he  alfo  remarked,  that 
the  contagion  begun  from  a  venereal  gonorrhea,  and 
ended  in  the  fame,  the  matter  being  expelled  by  this 
flux  of  the  diftemper.  We  obferve  the  gonorrhea,  in 
the  infedted  in  our  times,  which*  if  properly  cured, 
will  free  the  reft  of  the  body  from  the  Lues ;  nor 
will  any  of  thefe  evils  follow  which  are  accuftomed 
to  accompany  the  fp reading  evil  through  the  whole 
body.  From  whence,  it  is  not  without  reafon  be¬ 
lieved,  that  by  a  gonorrhea,  treated  in  a  fkilful  man¬ 
ner,  the  perlon  infedted  will  be  altogether  freed  from 
a  venereal  contagion,  which  is  to  be  yet  treated  of, 
whilft  the  cure  of  the  Lues  will  be  fpoken  of  :  but 
where  the  gonorrhea  is  negledted,  or  treated  by  a 
perverfe  method  ;  or  whilft  the  patients,  with  un¬ 
bridled  lull,  contradt  the  fame  evil  by  repetition, 
and  impure  venery,  the  Lues  will  follow.  The  go¬ 
norrhea,  according  to  this  author,  firft  appeared 
about  the  year  1531,  and  it  feems  to  have  been  fo 
frequent  in  the  time  of  Bernard  T 'omit anus  *,  that  he 
had  faid,  Sjuotufquifque  eft ,  qui  Lue  Gallica  inficiatur 
aufpicio  gonorrhea  ?  Profetto^  qui  hoc  tempore  labored 
citra  hoc  feminis  profluvium ,  vix  unus  aut  alter  exftat ; 

How  many  are  there  infected  with  the  Lues  Gallica 
*4  beginning  with  a  gonorrhea  ?  Truly  there  is  fcarce- 

ly  a  man  but  now  labours  under  this  profluvium 
“  of  the  feed.”  This  author  was  famous  for  his  fkill 
in  phyfic,  in  the  year  1531.  It  is  likely  that  he  exer- 
cifed  that  art,  at  leaft,  until  the  year  1538,  when  bp 
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began  to  teach  logic,  being  elected  intQ  the  order  of 
profefTors :  he  followed  this  undertaking  until  the 
year  1563,  when  he  took  leave  of  the  profefforffiip, 
and  betook  himielf  entirely  to  curing  the  Tick.  Nor 
does  it  appear  in  that  time  in  which  he  taught,  that 
he  ceafed  the  exercife  of  phyfic,  or  the  medical  art ; 
for  in  a  preface  which  he  fixed  to  two  books  of 
the  Gallic  difeafe,  he  fays,  *  cum  differ  endi  ratio- 
nem  &  magijtram ,  invito  animo  potius,  quam  infe~ 
licit  er,  trad  aver  im,  nihil  tamen ,  aut  natures  me  a  rati 
ojii  magis  co'nfentaneum,  aut  dignitati  mea  opportunius  y 
fore  arbitrabar,  quam  quod  mi  hi  dabatur  otii ,  poji  ipfam 
explicandi  rationem ,  in  medic a  artis  exercitatione  confu~ 
mere  :  “  Whilft  1  was  teaching  the  art  of  deputation, 
“  rather  with  an  unwilling  mind  than  without  fuccefs, 
66  1  was  of  opinion,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
“  agreeable  to  my  natural  difpofition,  or  more  be- 
fit  coming  my  rank,  than  to  employ  what  leifure  time 

I  had,  after  the  exercife  of  my  profefiforfhip,  in 
cc  the  ftudy  and  pradtice  of  phyfic.”  From  hence, 
when  he  had  laid  down  the  office  of  profefior,  having 
fome  leifure,  medico  fuee  exercitationis  aliquod  fpecimen 
prabere  voluit,  &c.  Ac  primum  Mud,  quod  mihi  (inquit) 
ob  oculos  verfabatur,  fuiP  de  Lue  Gallica  pertradatio  : 
46  he  was  defirous  to  give  fome  fpecimen  of  his  me- 
46  dical  exercitations,  and  becaufe  the  morbus  Gal- 
“  iicus  was  conftantly  under  his  obfervation,  he 
cc  publifhed  a  treatife  upon  it.”  If  we  conftder  this, 
we  ffiall  find  that  the  firft  mention  of  the  gonorrhea 
occurs  about  that  time  which  Brafavolus  has  men¬ 
tioned. 

But  it  is  likewife  true,  that  in  his  firft  chapter  of 
the  lecond  book,  he  has  the  following  words  :  f  Tern- 
porij  autem  lapfu ,  ufque  ad  7ioftram  atatem ,  qu<e  morfri 
centefimum  annum  fere ,  aut  circiter ,  explere  videtury 
&c.  “  But  in  the  courfe  of  time,  an  hundred  yeartf 
“  of  which  feems  to  be  pafied,  fince  the  introdudfiotf 
“  of  this  difeafe  j”  which  is  not  agreeable  to  the 
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chronology*  of  the  venereal  difeafe  •,  for  Bernardinus 
F omit  anus  died  in  Padua,  1576,  of  the  plague,*  in 
the  feventieth  year  of  his  age  ;  fo  that  he  &was  not 
living  when  the  age  was  fir  ft  attacked  by  the  Lues. 
This  phyftcian’s  hiftory  therefore  fhows,  that  he 
wrote  thefe  two  books  of  the  French  difeafe,  not 
long  after  the  year  1563.  From  hence  it  appears, 
that  fome  error  crept  into  his  numerical  figures, 
which  the  celebrated  Aftruc  *  alfo  confeffes  to  have 
fufpe&ed. 

But  3" omit  anus  teiliHes,  prima  contagionis  femina 
exftare  in  pr<efentia ,  bubones ,  cariem ,  verrucas ,  & 
Gonorrhceam :  “  that  the  firft  feeds  of  the  contagion 
vc  difclofed  themfelves  in  his  time  in  buboes,  caries, 
u  warts,  and  gonorrhea.55  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  caries,  fo  called  here,  means  not  that  of  the 
bones,  which  is  preceded  by  cruel  pains  of  the  ofteo- 
copium,  which  were  far  more  rare  whilft  the  dif¬ 
eafe  was  wont  to  begin  from  the  gonorrhea  -9  but 
by  a  caries,  thofe  little  ulcers  which  corrode  the  pu¬ 
denda  is  to  be #  underftood,  as  that  very  author  -f 
clearly  explains  ;  and  as  Fallopius' s  teftimony  in  de¬ 
termining  the  epoch  of  the  venereal  gonorrhea  may 
appear  more  doubtful,  £  the  celebrated  Aftruc  be¬ 
lieved,  J|^  that  that  treatife  of  the  French  diftemper, 
was  written  in  the  year  1560,  or  1561,  fince  he 
there  fays,  that  fifteen  years  had  not  then  elapfed* 
fince  the  Gallic  gonorrhea  was  obferved  by  him  to 
have  had  its  epoch,  which  coincides  with  the  year 
*545  >  but  he  in  another  place  §  remarks,  that  fome 
authors  of  great  fame  had  difagreed  among  them¬ 
felves  concerning  the  birth  and  day  of  Fallopius’s 
death.  Befides,  he  informs  us,  that  Fallopius  had 
publifhed  nothing  elfe  befides  his  anatomical  obfer- 
vations  ;  for  all  the  reft  of  thofe  writings  which  bear 

his 
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his  name,  are  pofthumous,  and  publifhed  by  his 
pupils  ;  as  any  one  of  them  had  collected  them 
from  his  mailer,  as  he  was  teaching,  and  not  dic¬ 
tating  them,  and  then  difpofed  them  according  to  their 
own  genius,  anci  gave  them  forth  again  in  their  own 
words.  From  whence,  notwithilanding  that  treatife 
was  wrote  in  the  year  1560,  or  1561,  yet  it  does 
not  appear  in  what  year  Fallopius  had  laid  thoie 
circumftances  relative  to  the  epoch  of  the  gonor¬ 
rhea  before  his  pupils. 

Aftruc  *  indefatigable  in  rummaging  thofe  authors, 

1  who  wrote  of  the  Lues  Venerea,  found  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  gonorrhea,  in  a  certain  author  named 
* James  Bethencourt ,  who  publifhed  a  book  concern¬ 
ing  the  Lues  in  Paris,  anno  152 7.  Of  this  gonor¬ 
rhea  which  feems  to  him  to  be  the  firil  of  all, 
the  author,  expreifes  himfelf  thus  :  Confuluit  me  qui- 
dam  juvenis ,  cujus  mentula  fefqui  annum  perpetuo  Janio- 
Jum  ac  virulentum  vomebat  J'uccum-,  quod  Venereo  con - 
traxerat  cert  amine.  Ufus  fuerat  frujira  multorum  Me- 
dicorum  ac  Chirur gorum  ccnfilio,  &c.  *  Cum  mentula  do- 
lorose  arrigeretur ,  de  ulcere  fufpicatus  Jum  ;  confului , 
caver  et  ab  injedlionibus  ;  turn,  ne  phlegmone  pr  or  it  are- 
fur,  turn,  quod)  fi  feminariis  ulcus  latitaret  vajis,  in 
mentula  uiroque  latere  dijpenfatis,  tales  inutiles  penitus 
effent  ....  medicamentis  deficcaioriis  convaluit.  44  A 
44  certain  young  man  confulted  me,  whole  mentula, 
44  during  half  a  year,  continually  difeharged  a  vi- 
44  rulent  corrupt  matter,  which  he  had  contradted  in 
44  a  venereal  embrace  :  he  in  vain  had  the  opinions 
44  and  advices  of  many  phyficians  and  furgeons,  &c. 
44  As  the  mentula  was  attended  with  great  pain  in 
44  its  eredtion,  I  was  fufpicious  of  an  ulcer  *,  I  there  - 
44  fore  adviled  him  to  beware  bf  injections,  left  that  a 
44  fwelling  or  inflammation  of  the  blood  might  be 
44  then  provoked  by  them  *,  for,  if  the  ulcer  fhould 
44  lurfy  in  the  feminal  veiTels  dilpofed  on  either  fide 
44  of  the  mentula,  they  would  be  totally  ufeleis  .  .  . 

44  he 
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“  he  grew  better  by  drying  medicines.”  This  au¬ 
thor  wrote  thirty  years  after  the  Lues  appeared  in 
Europe  fo  that,  according  to  his  teftimony,  the  ve¬ 
nereal  gonorrhea  appeared  fooner  than  thofe  au¬ 
thors  juft  now  quoted  had  fuppofed  it. 

But  as  this  fymptom  is  fo  annoying  and  confpi- 
cuous,  it  could  not  efcape  the  obfervation  of  thofe 
authors  who  wrote  concerning  the  Lues,  and  yet 
made  no  mention  of  the  gonorrhea  :  from  whence  it 
may  be  concluded,  that  the  gonorrhea  came  to  be 
known  after  the  Lues ;  although  the  time  in  which 
it  was  firft  obferved,  cannot  be  exa&ly  determined, 
as  it  perhaps  was  various  in  different  parts  of  the 
world. 

It  now  follows,  that  fomething  concerning  the  go¬ 
norrhea,  and  the  various  places  it  occupies,  be  men¬ 
tioned,  which  indicate  more  or  lefs  difficulty  of  cure, 
to  a  fkilful  phyfician,  as  the  penis  is  affe&ed  by  the 
gonorrhea  in  all  its  parts.  That  a  better  knowledge 
may  be  had  of  thofe  places,  fo  wonderfully  fabri¬ 
cated,  let  it  be  mentioned,  that  the  penis  confifts  of 
two  bodies,  call’d  cavernous  or  cellular  ;  which  are 
two  flexible  tubes,  abounding  with  ligaments,  late¬ 
rally  applied  to  each  other,  for  the  greateft  part  of 
its  length.  Thefe  tubes  are  not  open,  but  are 
clofed  in  their  extreme  part ;  they  are  oblufely  coni¬ 
cal,  have  round  apices,  their  own  extremities,  which 
are  called  the  radices  of  the  cavernous  bodies  of  the 
penis,  recede  mutually  from  one  another  ;  their  fize 
is  there  diminifhed,  and  finifhed  in  two  apices, 
which  are  fixed  to  the  margins  of  the  os  ifchii,  and 
the  os  pubis  ^  they  approach  toward  one  another  at 
the  junction  of  the  os  pubis,  and  unite  themfelves. 
The  membrane  compofing  thofe  cylindrical  tubes  is 
elaftic,  and  full  of  ligaments  :  the  cavity  of  thofe 
tubes  is  fill’d  with  a  cellular  fubftance,  fo  firm,  that, 
it  feems  to  be  a  continuation  of  thofe  involving 

1  2|  'w 
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of  blood,  and  may  be  compared  to  the  cells  of  the 
Ipleen. 

Where  thefe  two  tubes  fill’d  with  this  cellular  fub- 
ftance,  mutually  touch  each  other  fideways,  the 
tranfverfe  fibres  of  one  are  united  to  the  tranfverfe 
fibres  of  the  other,  fo  that  they  form  a  certain  enclo- 
fure,  in  which  the  fibres  ftill  mutually  recede,  and 
make  little  openings,  by  which  the  communication 
between  the  two  cavernous  bodies  is  maintained  ; 
fo  that  by  a  blah  forced  into  one  of  thefe,  the  other 
immediately  fills  alio.  That  enclofure  is  very  much 
diminifhed  around  the  obtufe  apices,  which  are  the 
capita  corporum  fpongioforum  of  the  penis.  Whilft 
thefe  two  cylindrical  tubes  lie  laterally  to  each  other, 
the  upper  and  under  fpace  remain  free  ;  in  this  lower 
fpace,  which  is  greater  than  the  upper  one,  the 
urethra  is  placed  along  the  whole  length  of  the  cor¬ 
pora  cavernofa  of  the  penis,  lying  mutually  upon 
both.  The  urethra,  together  with  thefe  two 
fpongy  bodies  juft  now  defcribed,  conftitute  the 
penis,  and  is  the  chief  feat  of  the  gonorrhea  ;  fo  that 
it  ought  to  be  well  known,  that  this  difeafe  may  be 
truly  underftood.* 

The  urethra  occupying  the  lower  part  of  the  pe¬ 
nis,  is  placed  in  a  furrow,  which  is  formed  by  the 
fides  of  the  two  cavernous  bodies  of  the  penis, 
lying  alongfide  of  one  another,  and  ftrongly  adheres 
to  them,  the  whole  length  of  the  furrow,  along 
which  the  urethra  runs.  But  although  the  urethra 
is  compofed  of  a  double  membrane,  and  the  ca¬ 
vernous  fubftance  be  placed  between  thefe  two 
membranes,  fuch  as  is  found  in  the  cavernofa  cor^ 
pora  of  the  penis,  yet  it  differs  from  them  ;  becaufe 
it  is  lefs  in  fize,  and  makes  an  open  channel  to  the 
bladder,  through  which  the  urine  and  feed  iflue, 
as  the  corpora  cavernofa  of  the  penis  refemble 
tubes,  but  fuch  as  through  which  nothing  paffes* 
and  are  both  clofed  at  their  obtufe  apices. 

From 
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From  whence  the  penis  conftfts  of  three  bodies, 
befides  its  common  integuments,  which  are  pro¬ 
perly  called  cavernous  or  cellular  bodies,  which  are 
the  two  greater  corpora  covernofa  of  the  penis,  and 
the  third,  which  is  likewife  cavernous  or  cellular 
but  is  fmaller  and  perforated.  The  formation  of 
the  penis  cannot  be  more  perfectly  demonftrated, 
than  if  the  two  greater  cellular  bodies,  being  diffended 
by  inflation,  and  likewife  the  cavernous  body  of  the 
urethra,  the  penis  be  then  dried,  for  the  cells  becoming 
furf  after  being  dried,  will  not  collspfe  again,  but 
remain  diffended,  although  the  air  will  freely  go  forth 
into  the  takolas,  if  the  penis  be  differed.  The  cele¬ 
brated  Rut f chins  *  firft  demonftrated  the  wonderful 
!  *abnc  °*  tlie  human  penis,  by  this  method  of  inflating 
it,  and  ciearly  exprefs’d  it  by  figures  or  draughts*; 
where  he,  in  the  diftedled  taleola’s  of  the  inflated 
penis,  evidently  demonftrates,  how  the  urethra  runs, 
in  the  inferior  part  of  the  penis,  under  the  cor¬ 
pora  cavernofa  of  the  penis  lying  together  1  the 
fame  author  proves,  from  the  teftimonies  of  the 
j  moft  fit  1I1  ul  an  a  to  miffs,  who  wrote  before  him,  that 
they  were  ignorant  of  the  true  form  or  fabrick  of 
PentS’  urethra,  and  glans  ;  but  thole  bodies, 
which  at  this  day  are  commonly  called  the  cor¬ 
pora  cavernofa,  were  by  him  called  the  nervio- 
fpongiofa. 

All  the  blood  being  firft  exhaufted,  he  attempted 
to  nil  the  veflels  of  the  penis,  by  an  injection  of 
a  compofition  of  wax  ;  but  the  cells  of  the  penis 
being^  lo  filled,  he  could  fee  nothing  diftindlly'; 
therefore  he  exhaufted  the  blood  from  the  penis, 
and  walking  it  with  water  by  the  help  of  a  funnel, 
he  nil  d  it  again  with  air  by  inflation,  tied  it 
tight,  and  then  dried  it.  But  that  the  formation  of 
the  glans  of  the  penis  may  be  rightly  underftood, 
it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  urethra,  after  it  arrives 
to  the  extremities  or  heads  of  the  cellular  bodies  of 

the 
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the  penis,  forms  the  glans  of  the  penis,  together 
with  the  corpus  cavernofum ;  for  that  cavernous 
body  of  the  urethra  is  placed  between  its  two  mem¬ 
branes,  is  very  thick  between  the  proftate  glans,  and 
the  meeting  of  the  corpora  cavernofa,  afterwards 
more  thin,  grows  thick  again  ♦,  towards  the  foremoft 
parts  of  the  penis,  it  is  bent  towards  the  ou tilde, 
and  leaves  the  mouth  of  the  urethra  open  in  the 
glans,  then  forms  the  exterior  fpongy  fuperficies  of  the 
glans,  and  is  terminated  in  a  fringe  at  the  jun&ion  of 
the  prepuce  :*  from  whence  the  glans  of  the  penis  is, 
as  it  were,  an  elongated  fubftance  of  the  urethra, 
reflected  towards  the  outfide,  and  covering  the  heads 
of  the  corpora  cavernofa  of  the  penis,  adheres  to 
them  ^  and  the  membrane,  which  covers  the  exter¬ 
nal  fuperficies  of  the  glans,  is  a  continuation  of  the 
membrane  which  invefts  the  internal  fuperficies  of 
the  urethra  ^  under  which  the  cavernous  body  of 
the  urethra  proceeding  forward,  continues  a  like 
fubftance  through  the  glans,  whilfl  the  external 
^membrane  of  the  urethra,  being  turned  back,  toge¬ 
ther  with  thefe.  covers  the  heads  of  the  corpora  ca- 
yernofa  of  the  penis,  and  fo  in  like  manner  hinders 
all  communication  between  the  two  corpora  caverr 
nofa  of  the  penis,  and  the  cellular  body  of  the 
urethra. 

Ruifchius  f  wondered  at  this,  whillt  he  enquired 
into  the  ftrudture  of  the  glans,  the  cellular  bodies 
of  the  penis  being  previoufly  inflated,  ea  enim  infla - 
tione  intumuit  &  induruit  qiiidem  interior  glandis  parst) 
faccida  tamen  manfit  glandis  pars  exterior  ;  “  for  an 
interior  part  of  the  glans  fwelled,  and  grew  hard 
*£  by  that  inflation,  yet  the  exterior  part  of  the  glans 
remained  flabby.” 

Nor  was  that  a  wonder,  for  the  corpora  cavernofa 
of  the  penis  being  inflated,  he  felt  the  heads  of  them 
fwelling,  on  which  heads  the  glans,  being  not  in¬ 
flated* 

*  Herm.  Boerh.  Inftitut.  Med.  §. 

4  In  loco  modo  citato  j>.  95.  * 


Se&.  1447.  The  Venereal  Disease.  95 

flated,  retted  altogether  foft  and  flabby  :  from 
whence  he  believed,  that  the  interior  parts  only  of 
the  glans  were  fwelled.  He  exprefles  this  matter 
ingenioufly  in  delineating  the  penis,  with  the  two 
corpora  cavernofa  only  inflated,  the  glans  being  left 
out,  and  no  mention  made  of  its  fwelling,  either  in 
its  length  or  breadth. 

But  whilft  Ruif chius  |[  inflated  the  cavernous  body 
of  the  urethra  only,  the  exterior  part  of  the  glans 
fwelled,  but  not  the  interior,  which  remained  flabby ; 
and  he  afterwards  inflated  the  corpora  cavernofa  of 
the  penis,  and  then  the  penis  being  dried  and  dif¬ 
fered,  he  delineated  carefully  thofe  excellent  figures, 
which  fo  clearly  demonflrate  the  ltrudture  of  the 
penis ;  among  thefe  there  are  two  §  which  fhew  how 
the  fpongy  body  of  the  urethra,  together  with  the 
two  membranes  of  the  urethra,  by  which  it  is  con¬ 
fined,  which  conftitute  the  glans,  being  bent  back¬ 
wards^  lodge  on  the  corpora  cavernofa  of  the 
:  penis.  .  Befides,  he  has  dittinguifhed  the  interval, 
which  is  interpofed  between  the  apex  of  the  corpus 
I  cavernofum  of  the  penis  and  glans,  which  is  placed 
|  ppon  it  by  a  broader  line  than  is  in  the  external 


|  niargin  of  the  difledted  glans  :  for  in  this  interval, 
j  the  membrane  furrounding  the  corpus  cavernofum 
of  the  penis  is  contiguous,  and  grows  to  the  external 
membrane  of  the  urethra  *,  from  whence  the  thicknefs 
of  it  is  more  conflderable.  From  thefe  circumftances, 
it  is  underftood  why  Ruifchius  *  has  faid,  Reperi 
penis,  glandem  nil  aliud  effe ,  quam  verdm  continuati - 
mem  tam  corporis  nerveo  jpongiofi  majoris  et  crajjioris 
maxim  am,  penis  partem  conftituentis  minoris  et  temuioris 
urethra  maximum  et  prefer tim  inferiorem  ejus  partem 
ambientis  fine  ulla  jubftantia  mutatione :  “  that  he 
u  found  the  glans  to  be  nothing  elfe  but  a  true 
F  continuation  both  of  the  thicker  and  greater  ner- 
veo-fpongiofum  body,  which  conftitutes  the  great- 
v  “  r  '  "  /  ""  '  66  eft 
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‘c  eft  part  of  the  penis,  and  like  wife  of  the  fmaller 
<c  and  thinner  of  the  urethra,  which  furrounds  the 
w  greater,  and  particularly  the  lower  part  of  it, 
<c  without  any  change  of  fubftance.”  But  it  mani- 
feftly  appears  from  his  figures,  that  the  glans  of  the 
penis,  properly  fpeaking,  is  a  continuation  of  the 
cavernous  body  of  the  urethra,  and  is  totally  iepa- 
rated  from  the  cavernous  lubftance  of  the  penis.  It 
alfo  appears,  that  Graajius  -f  had  erred,  in  fuppo- 
fing  the  fpongy  part  of  the  urethra  gradually  ap¬ 
proaching  the  glans,  to  be  more  and  more  attenu¬ 
ated,  and  at  length  to  be  obliterated  in  the  glans  ; 
for  the  contrary  is  true,  the  cavernous  body  of  the 
urethra,  in  the  extremity  of  the  glans,  is  greateft, 
and  thickeft,  and  forms  f  the  whole  exterior  part  of 
fhe  glans. 

The  figure  of  the  glans  is  like  a  cone  which  fi- 
nifhes  in  a  round  apex,  its  lower  convexity  is  ab 
moft  a  plane,  but  the  bafe  is  obliquely  placed  ;  its 
circumference  very  little  exceeds  the  cellular  bodies 
of  the  penis,  on  which  it  is  feated  ;  the  channel  of 
the  urethra  advances  directly  forward,  not  through 
the  middle  of  the  ^lans,  but  by  the  inferior  part  of 
it,  which  is  more  level,  and  terminates  in  an  oblong 
orifice,  which  is  like  a  fifture,  and  narrower  than 
the  cavity  of  the  urethra,  which  almoft  meets  to¬ 
gether,  where  it  is  terminated  in  that  orifice  j]. 

I  fhould  not  fo  long  have  dwelled  upon  the 
defeription  of  thefe  parts,  if  I  did  not  believe,  that 
it  was  altogether  necefiary  for  the  underftanding  of 
the  nature  of  the  gonorrhea,  and  many  more  evils 
that  accompany  it,  or  follow  it  *,  efpecially  if  they 
jhave  been  negledled  or  treated  by  unfkilful  perfons, 
&c.  It  therefore  remains,  to  confider  thofe  parts 
which  are  placed  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  ure¬ 
thra,  from  the  bladder,  to  which  it  is  almoft  contir 
pued  to  its  orifice  in  the  glans  of  the  penis,  and 
.  ‘  '  afterr 

In  loco  modp  citato,  p.  96.  J  Ibidem,  fig.  8i,  82. 

J  Window  E*poiit.  Anatom,  p,  567,  &  Icq. 
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afterwards  what  remarkable  occurs  in  the  cavity  of 
this  channel,  which  ferve  to  gain  a  knowledge  of 
the  gonorrhea  and  its  cure. 

“Where  the  urethra  begins  from  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  it  is  a  fimple  membranous  channel,  and 
hath  not  as  yet  acquired  a  cavernous  body  ;  that 
channel  is  fuftained  in  this  place  by  a  whitifh  thick- 
nefs,  fomewhat  firm  and  in  figure  like  a  c-heinut, 
and  is  placed  between  the  bladder  and  the  bulb 
of  the  urethra,  (more  of  which  prefen  tly).  This 
mafs  was  called  proftatae,  thus  in  the  plural  number, 
becatife  it  appears  diftinguifiied  as  it  were  into  two 
lobes,  by  the  middle  running  from  the  bafe  of 
this  mafs  which  is  toward  the  bladder,  unto  the 
apex  which  is  next  the  bulb  of  the  urethra.  The 
firft  part  of  the  urethra  is  placed  in  this  furrow,  and 
is  as  it  were  prefled  down  ;  but  that  channel  of  the 
urethra  adheres  ftrongly  to  the  proftats. 

The  urethra  then  goes  on,  and  about  the  difiance 
of  a  finger  and  a  half’s  breadth  from  its  origin,  a 
fpongy  fubftance  meets  this  channel,  like  the  cor¬ 
pora  cavernofa  of  the  penis,  but  more  fiender,  and 
then  it  furrounds  the  urethra,  and  accompanies  it 
in  its  whole  courfe.  That  fpongy  fubftance  does  not 
immediately  furround  the  channel  of  the  urethra, 
but  firft  forms  an  oblong  body,  which  is  called  the 
bulb  of  the  urethra. 

There  occur  many  more  things  worthy  of  notice 
in  the  cavity  of  the  channel  of  the  urethra ;  for  in 
that  part  of  the  urethra  which  is  immerged  in  the 
fubftance  of  the  proftat^e^  there  is  an  oval  emi¬ 
nence,  thicker  toward  the  pofterior,  fmaller  towards 
the  anterior  parts,  and  ending  in  an  apex.  This 
eminence  is  called  Caruncula ,  Caput  Gallinaginis , 
Veru  montanum ,  and  is  generally  pierced  by  two  lit¬ 
tle  holes  in  it’s  thickeft  part,  fometimes  by  one, 
and  feldom  by  three  :  thefe  are  the  orifices  of  the 
condui^  or  pipes  by  which  the  feminal  vefiels  fift 
or  ftdun  the  feed  into  the  cavity  of  the  urethra  :  be- 
Vol.  XVII.  H  .  fides 
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fides  there  are  in  the  lame  place,  on  either  fide  of 
the  thickeftjpart  of  the  lame  Caruncula ,  four,  five, 
or  fix  little  holes  difpofed  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent, 
or  half  moon,  which  are  the  excretory  duds  of  the 
proftatae,  which  pour  out  a  moifture  fecreted  *  from 
thefe  glands  into  the  cavity  of  the  urethra. 

The  internal  membrane  of  the  urethra  is  fome- 
Vvhat  flender  and  full  of  veffels  it  is  pierced  with 
a  quantity  of  oblong  holes,  fome  greater,  feme 
lefs,  chiefly  about  the  glans  of  the  penis :  thefe  holes 
are  continued  into  the  excretory  canals  of  the 
glans,  which  are  placed  in  the  cavernous  body  of 
the  urethra*  Thefe  excretory  conduits  or  duds  of 
thefe  glands,  run  along  the  internal  membrane  of 
the  urethra,  through  the  cavernous  fubftance,  and 
then  they  obliquely  penetrate  the  cavity  of  the  ure¬ 
thra,  which  they  cover  with  a  foft  mucofe  humour, 
fecreted  from  them,  and  defend  that  fenfible  mem¬ 
brane  from  the  acrimony  of  the  urine,  and  preferve 
it  flexible,  and  lubricate  it.  But  as  thefe  conduits  are 
obliquely  opened  in  the  urethra  ;  hence  their  orifices 
are  of  the  fhape  of  a  half  moon.*  The  celebrated  Mor¬ 
gagni  |[  hath  fhewn  thefe  glands  in  the  diffeded  urethra, 
but  there  are  fome  of  them  more  remarkable  than  the 
reft  j  two  fuch  are  found  near  the  beginning  of  the 
fpongv  body  of  the  urethra,  and  thefe  have  excre¬ 
tory  duds  rather  long,  but  each  of  them  is  of  a,n 
oblong  plane  figure,  and  about  the  fize  of  the 
ftone  of  a  cherry  :  proceeding  towards  the  anterior 
parts,  a  third  gland,  like  unto  the  former  ones,  is 
found  *,  thefe  glands  were  called  Cowperiana ,  from 
Cowper,  that  famous  anatomift  who  difcovered  and 
defcribed  them,  J  and  compared  them  in  mag¬ 
nitude  to  a  French  bean  :  he  faid,  they  were  flat¬ 
tened  and  of  an  oval  figure,  and  yellowifti  like  the 
proftatae  j  they  are  feated  upon  both  fides  above 

the 

*  Wiirflovv  Expofit  Anatom,  p.  567,  &  feq.  §  Ibid.  p.  569*. 

||  Adverfar.  Anatom,  i.  tab.  iy.  fig.  4. 

$  Drake  Anthropol,  lib.  i,  cap  xviii.  p.  1 15. , 
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the  bulbus  of  the  urethra  ;  and  their  excretory  duds 
run  for  about  half  an  inch  along  the  convex  fuper- 
ficies  of  the  internal  membrane  of  the  urethra :  they 
afterwards  are  more  flender,  and  obliquely  pene¬ 
trate  into  the  cavity  of  the  urethra,  by  tvvo  diflind 
orifices,  in  that  place  where  the  urethra  is  infleded, 
under  the  os  pubis  in  perineum.  In  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  glandular  places  is  fituated  a  third  fuch  gland, 
of  iefs  bulk  than  the  former,  near  the  anus,  and 
opening  into  the  cavity  of  the  urethra  by  two  ori¬ 
fices,  diftant  about  three  tenths  of  an  inch  from  the 
former  ones.  That  this  gland  may  appear,  the  cel¬ 
lular  body  of  the  urethra  muft  be  cut  to  the  internal 
membrane  of  the  urethra,  lengthwife.*  There  are 
figures  in  the  place  above  cited,  which  elucidate  the 
defcription  of  thefe  glands. 

Thefe  confiderations  being  premifed,  thofe  fymp- 
toms  which  are  oblerved  to  happen  in  a  gonorrhea* 
will  be  more  eafily  underftood,  and  which  are  va¬ 
rious  according  as  the  venereal  virus  adheres  to 
various  parts  of  the  penis,  and  by  corroding  caufes 
an  ulcer.  Let  us  fuppofe  that  the  glans  of  the  pe¬ 
nis  is  affeded  -f-  by  fuch  an  ulcer  after  impure  ve- 
nery  *,  the  glans  is  compofed,  as  hath  been  faid,  of 
the  elongated  fpongy  body  of  the  urethra,  which  is 
turned  back  above  the  two  fpongy  bodies  of  the  pe¬ 
nis,  terminated  at  the  corona  of  the  glans,  and  forms 
the  guard  of  this  gland  ♦,  therefore  the  gland  is  com¬ 
pofed  of  the  fame  ftrudure  as  the  body  of  the 
urethra ;  from  whence  being  fill’d  by  an  efifufion  of 
blood  from  the  arteries  into  the  cells,  and  its  return 
into  the  veins  being  prevented,  it  may  be  dif- 
tended  even  unto  burfting,  which  happens  at  the 
crifis  of  the  venereal  ad  ^  from  hence  it  is  greatly 
inflamed  at  that  time  ;  but  the  feed  being  emitted, 
the  glans  firfl:  grows  flabby,  and  in  that  very  inftant 
of  time,  being  very  abforbent,  eafily  conveys  into 

H  2  its 

*  Drake  Anthropol.  lib.  i.  cap.  xviii.  p.  137,  138. 
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its  cells  already  emptied,  whatever  penetrating  fluid 
is  applied  to  that  imbibing  fuperficies.  For,  as 
the  cells  of  the  cavernous  body  of  the  urethra,  by 
an  effufion  of  blood  by  the  arteries,  and  the  re¬ 
turn  of  which  by  the  veins  is  obftru&ed,  fwell 
greatly  at  that  time  which  nearly  precedes  che  ejec¬ 
tion  of  the  feed,  which  being  over,  the  eflufed  blood 
prefently  returns  by  the  veins  now  free,  and  the 
mouths  of  the  abforbing  veins  eafily  deliver  what 
they  had  received  themfelves,  to  the  veins  already 
empty.  This  peculiar  ftrudture  of  the  veins  in  the 
penis,  demonftrates  an  eafy  and  expeditious  reforp- 
tion.  For  RuiJ 'chius ,  *  the  firft  amongft  the  ana- 
tomifts,  hath  demonftrated,  Vena  per  penem  diftribu - 
ta,  finon  omnes,  faltem  tot ,  quat  unquam  cffendit ,  fint 
pons  magnis  &  viftbilibus  foraminibus  pertufa ,  cribri 
inftar ,  &c<  Ejufmodi  Venarum  perforatio  in  caufa  ejiy 
quod  fanguis,  per  penem  redux,  citijfime  pojfit  a  pene  re - 
grediy  fere  memento  jlaccefcente ,  u  that  the  veins  dif- 

tributed  through  the  penis,  if  not  all,  at  lead:  as 
u  many  as  he  ever  found,  have  been  bored  or 
<c  pierced  by  great  pores  and  vifible  apertures,  as 
“  if  it  were  a  fleve,  &c.  This  perforation  of  the 
C6  veins  is  the  caufe  that  the  blood  returned  by  the 
tc  penis  can  very  loon  be  brought  back,  from  the 
64  penis  commonly  growing  flabby  at  that  moment.” 
That  there  is  an  immediate  intercourfe  between  the 
eellulae  of  the  penis  and  the  veins,  is  evident  from 
hence,  that  if  the  corpora  cavernofa  of  the  penis  are 
inflated,  the  veins  which  run  along  its  back,  are 
for  the  moil  part  inflated  likewife-f:  and  he  exhibited 
fuch  a  figure  of  an  inflated  and  dried  penis,  as  fhows 
the  apertures  of  the  veins.  RuiJ. 'chius  hath  in  another 
place  £  demonftrated,  that  the  motion  of  the  blood 
through  the  penis  is  rapid  *  for  he  was  called  to  a 
man,  who  had  an  ulcer  that  had  eaten  the  artery 
between  the  glans  and  the  prepuce,  a  violent  hemor¬ 
rhage  following,  rendered  the  wretch  almoft  blood- 

lefs, 

*  Obfervat.  42.  Anat.  Chirurg.  No.  100.  p.  97. 

f  Ibidem,  p.  96,  &  fig.  75.  J  Obfervat.  42*  Ibid,  p.  41.- 
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lefs,  nor  could  it  be  {launched  by  various  ilyptic  re¬ 
medies.  Ruifchius  covered  the  glans  with  the  pre¬ 
puce,  bound  it  thus  down,  and  fo  relieved  the  patient 
from  that  danger. 

Hence  the  reafon  is  underftood,  why  the  conta¬ 
gion  is  fo  promptly  abforbed  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Lues  Venerea,  and  why  it  infetls  the  whole  body  in 
the  fpace  of  a  few  days.  The  venereal  contagion 
feems  to  be  have  been  altogether  moveable  in  the 
beginning  of  the  Lues,  and  to  be  abforbed  with  fa¬ 
cility  j  after  many  years  it  began  as  it  were  to  grow 
milder,  and  it  was  wont  to  manifefl  itfelf  firft  in  that 
part  whereby  it  was  contraded,  (fee  fed.  1442.)  and 
then  the  gonorrhea  had  its  rife,  which,  if  regularly 
treated,  preferred  the  body  from  the  reft  of  the 
evils  of  the  Lues  Venerea,  as  will  be  afterwards 
{hewn  in  the  cure  of  it ;  for  the  venereal  contagion 
is  fixed  in  the  place  to  where  it  is  applied,  and  then 
multiplies  not  itfelf  by  difperfing  fo  very  loon 
through  the  reft  of  the  body. 

As  the  penis  is  moft  particularly  expofed  to  the 
contagion  in  impure  venery,  it  is ,  eafily  underftood 
why  the  contagion  becomes  fo  very  frequent  in  that  • 
part  i  why  that  fungous  part  of  the  glans  lwells  with 
ulcerous  matter,  which  was  defcribed  in  the  prece¬ 
dent  paragraph,  fo  as  the  prefs’d  gland  will  ex~ 
fude  it  ;  why  the  ulcers  bred  in  this  fpongy  part 
ftill  feeding  upon  all  this  body,  and  converting  the 
whole  glans  into  venereal  corruption,  will  caule  it 
to  fall  off  from  the  remaining  yard  :  and  it  is 
finally  manifefl,  that  the  communication  by  the 
fpongy  urethra  is  maintained  from  the  head  of  the 
penis  even  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  fince  it  is 
all  one  continued  cavernous  body  ;  and  fince  the  fu- 
perhcies  of  thefe  cells  is  always  invefted  by  a  fat 
oily  humour,  by  which  it  is  lubricated  and  ex¬ 
panded,  it  eafily  appears  why  this  contagion  once 
received,  flourifhes  and  expands  itfelf  fo  expedi- 
v  _  H  3  tioufly. 
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tioufly.  *  Moreover  it  appears  from  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  that,  in  refpedt  to  the  diverflty  of  the  part 
to  which  the  contagion  adheres  in  this  region,  diffe¬ 
rent  fymptoms  or  complaints  will  enlue,  and  fome 
of  them  may  be  more  eafiiy,  and  others  more  difficultly 
cured,  which  we  muft  confider. 

It  happens  in  impure  venery,  that  a  contaminated 
matter,  abforbed  by  the  dilated  pores  into  the  fu- 
perficies  of  the  glans  inflated  by  the  venereal  ceftrum 
when  it  begins  to  grow  flaccid,  the  firft  moment 
it  inflnuates  itfelf  into  the  cells  of  the  fpongy  body 
of  the  glans,  which  is  continued  between  the  two 
membranes  of  the  urethra  unto  the  neck  of  the 
bladder ;  but  this  communication  caufes  the  leaf!: 
contagion  of  the  fpreading  evil  to  be  eafiiy  propa¬ 
gated  m  all  this  part.  But  when  it  is  here  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  more  tender  membranous  fat,  an  ulcer 
fuddenly  breeds  there,  and  colledts  a  matter  which 
fias  been  already  mentioned.  This  foetid  ulcerous 
Rumour  always  forms  itfelf  there  a  furrow  fuffici- 
ently  large,  in  which  matter  is  made,  accumulated  and 
retained,  from  whence  it  flowly  goes  forth,  but  yet 
plentifully.  If  the  cavity  of  the  fungous  fabric  of 
the  glans  is  flopped,  and  the  matter  dilating  it¬ 
felf  forms  on  its  Superficies  outlets  by  which  to  iffue, 
then  a  moil  filthy  moifture  exfudes  through  that 
-part,  then  corrupts  and  fometimes  blafts  the  pre¬ 
puce  and  the  glans :  this  is  called  by  Boerhaave  the 
firft  fpecies  of  the  venereal  gonorrhea.4 

It  is  known  by  the  foetid  moifture,  which  is  thin¬ 
ner  than  that  in  other  diforders  of  this  name  ;  it  i$ 
engendered  in  no  fmall  quantity,  between  the  glans 
and  the  prepuce,  or  a  matter  exfuding  through  the 
glans  when  prefled,  the  contagion  being  taken  away, 
the  cure  of  this  gonorrhea  is  not  difficult  fome-f 
times  a  red  fpot  appears  in  the  fuperficies  of  the 
glans ;  this  of  all  others  is  the  chief  fign  of  having 
patched  the  contagion.  This  fpot  fometimes  va- 
"‘"•T  *  *  '  :  pifhef 
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nifties  in  a  ihort  time,  and  there  afterwards  follows 
an  excretion  of  matter  through  the  fubftance  of  the 
o-lans ;  fometimes  that  mark  firft  degenerates  into  a 
morbid  ulcer,  and  from  that  the  infe&ion  advances 
to  the  fungous  fubftance  of  the  glans.  Where  fuch 
an  ulcer  is  feated  in  the  internal  part  of  the  pre¬ 
puce,  or  in  the  glans,  it  difcharges  a  fimilar  and  not 
inconfiderable  quantity  of  matter,  fuch  as  that  which 
flows  from  the  glans  when  prefs’d,  and  when  its 
cellular  fabric  hath  been  infedted. 

But  as  the  matter  of  the  gonorrhea  is  more  fre¬ 
quently  accuftomed  to  difcharge  itfelf  through  the 
urethra,  fo  that  fome  have  called  it  a  flux  of  the 
feed,  as  they  might  have  believed  this  matter  to 
have  been  a  genital  humour,  but  corrupted  by  the 
contagion  of  the  Lues  Venerea ;  hence  where  that 
matter  pafs’d  forth  through  the  fubftance  of  the 
glans,  and  nothing  by  the  urethra,  lome  have  called 
it  a  gonorrhea,  but  a  fpurious  one,  in  order  to  dif- 
tinguifh  it  from  other  kinds.  We  read  f  that  a  ce¬ 
lebrated  phyfician  of  Montpellier,  named  Maflon, 
had  feen  a  peculiar  fpecies  of  a  gonorrhea  in  three 
of  his  patients,  in  which  the  venereal  tabus  iffued 
forth  from  the  ftnall  glands  furrounding  the  corona  of 
the  glans,  and  this  difeafe  was  cured  by  the  reme¬ 
dies  ufually  applied  to  other  gonorrheas.  It  is  added, 
that  the  celebrated  Barbyrac ,  and  other  phyficians  of 
Montpelier,  had  obferved  the  fame  difeafe  before ; 
and  as  the  celebrated  Littre  had  defcribed  fuch  glands 
§  in  this  place,  there  was  from  thence  a  new  argu¬ 
ment  deduced  in  fupport  of  the  exiftence  of  thole 
glands.  The  celebrated  Aftruc  defends  the  fame 
opinion  *  concerning  the  name  and  feat  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe,  and  treats  of  it  in  that  place  where  he  fpeaks 
of  the  fpurious  gonorrhea,  or  concerning  the  vene¬ 
real  fiillicidium  from  the  glans. 

H  4  I* 
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It  has  been  fhown,  that  there  are  in  this  part 
fome  lfnall  glands  which  exhale  a  poifonous  odour, 
and  cauie  a  coiledion  of  filthy  matter  between  the 
prepuce  and  the  glans.  But  the  venereal  virus,  as 
was  before  laid,  is  eafily  entangled  by  tough  and 
mucous  humours,  fuch  as  thefe  glands  difcharge. 
It  appears  then  very  probable,  that  thefe  glands  are 
very  often  infeded,  and  they  in  truth  appear  very 
apt  for  fixing  the  received  contagion,  and  from 
thence  venereal  ulcers  are  bred ;  by  which  I  have 
often  feen  the  whole  corona  of  the  glans  furrounded. 
But  it  does  not  feem  certain,  that  the  gonorrhea 
called  the  fpurious,  always  owes  its  origin  to  thefe 
glands  thus  affeded.  Sydenham  *  gives  the  follow¬ 
ing  account:  Ipfe  fcilicet  vidi ,  virulent  am  hujufmodi 
piater  iam  per  fubftantiam  glandis  p  or  of  am  exfudare ,  non 
per  urethram  ejcflam,  nulloque  ulcere  vel  glandem  oc¬ 
cupant  e,  vel  premium  ;  “  Moreover  I  myfelf  have 
“  feen  a  virulent  matter  of  this  kind  to  exfude 
&c  through  the  porous  fubftance  of  the  glans,  and 
“  not  difcharged  through  the  urethra  ;  neither 
“  was  the  glans  or  prepuce  attacked  by  an  ulcer.” 
And  V ercellonus  §  affirms  to  have  feen  many  more  fo 
affeded,  qui  alham  faniem  plorabant  per  fubftantiam 
glandis  pprofam ,  etiam  citra  ullum  ulcus ,  “  who  dif- 

charged  a  white  putrid  matter  through  the  porous 
fc  fubftance  of  the  glans,  alfp  without  any  ulcer.” 
I  well  remember  to  have  often  feen  fome  drops  of 
venereal  corruption  iffue  through  the  whole  fubftance 
of  the  glans  penis  whilft  it  was  prefs’d  in  fuch  pa¬ 
tients  ;  though  I  could  difcover  no  complaint  in 
either  the  prepuce,  or  in  the  border  of  the  corona  of 
the  glans,  where  thefe  fmaller  glands  are  laid. 

Another  fpecies  of  gonorrhea  is  obferved,  j  when 
the  venereal  virus,  infinqating  itfelf  through  the 
pores  of  the  glans,  penetrates  into  the  cellular  body 

'  '  .*  Of 

f  EpiftaU  fecunda  Refponforia,  page  414, 
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J  Apbrodif14c.  de  Praftatione., 

it-  y  .  --P  *  '<  i  V  ■  \  t*  V  I  (  'ai,-  .  C  1 


Se£t  1447*  The  Venereal  Disease.  105 

of  the  urethra  which  grows  round  it,  and  forms  an 
ulcer  there,  which  corrodes  the  openings  and  pafr 
fages  of  the  urethra.  Hence  it  pours  out  an  ulcer¬ 
ous  matter,  continually  diftilling  from  this  pafifage, 
but  chiefly  when  the  yard  is  fqueezed  in  that  part, 
being  forced  or  fqueezed  upwards  from  the  lower 
part.  If  it  is  prefled  upwards  in  the  morning  after 
fleep,  before  it  is  wafhed,  at  about  a  thumb’s  breadth 
from  the  top  of  the  penis,  a  quantity  of  foetid  matter 
is  fqueezed  out  •,  from  whence  it  appears,  that  this 
matter  adheres  not  in  the  urethra,  but  that  it  is 
forced  by  that  prefling  or  fqueezing  from  the  corpus 
cavernofum  of  the  urethra.  In  this  fpecies  of  the 
gonorrhea,  no  more  of  fuch  matter  will  iflfue,  if  the 
whole  penis  be  fqueezed  from  the  neck  of  the  blad¬ 
der  to  the  glans ;  from  whence  it  is  concluded,  that 
this  place  only  is  aflfe&ed. 

This  is  mo  ft  frequently  the  cafe  in  the  beginning 
of  the  gonorrhea,  occurring  every  day,  and  produ¬ 
cing  a  great  quantity  of  venereal  corruption  for  a 
long  time,  efpecialiy  in  men  of  a  lax  habit ;  and  if 
the  matter  be  freely  fecreted,  though  for  a  long  time, 
it  feldom  produces  the  Lues,  and  in  general  is  a  pre- 
fervative  from  it.  It  is  more  particularly  dangerous 
in  this  refpefb,  that  the  matter,  adhering  in  the 
crooked  turnings  of  the  cellular  membrane,  may 
caufe  a  continual  dropping  or  running,  fcarcely  to  be 
cured  by  any  art,  efpecialiy  if  this  diforder  was  ne¬ 
glected  or  badly  treated  in  the  beginning ;  for  then 
the  virus  might  have  been  propagated  through  the 
whole  length  of  the  cellular  body  of  the  urethra ,  even 
unto  its  bulb . 

From  hence,  the  place  about  the  end  of  the  tire- 
'  thra,  which  is  dilated  about  the  glans,  and  makes  a 
kind  of  an  oval  little  trench,  and  which  is  called  na~ 
vicularis ,  *  is  firft  affeCted. 

But  as  the  corpus  cavernofum  qf  the  urethra,  as 
Jiath  been  before  faid,  being  turned  back,  forms  the 

bulk 


f  Winflow  Expofit.  Anatpm.  j>.  569. 


106  The  Venereal  Disease.  SeT.  1447. 

bulk  of  the  glans  of  the  penis  in  the  lower  part, 
where  the  urethra  is  thinner  in  fubftance,  fometimes 
a  hole  is  eaten  which  is  hard  to  be  cured,  nay  it  re¬ 
mains  fometimes  incurable  during  life. 

It  was  before  faid,  that  the  channel  of  the  urethra 
was  pierced  through  ail  its  length,  by  certain  greater 
and  lefler  orifices  ;  by  thefe  alio  the  contagion  of  the 
Lues  may  be  very  eafily  communicated,  from  which 
the  gonorrhea  follows.  This  Lues  is  ufually  com- 
pofed  of  a  more  acrimonious,  or  of  a  more  copious 
quantity  of  venereal  poifon,  from  an  ardent  and 
repeated  impure  venery,  from  former  gonorrheas, 
from  the  ufe  of  venery  whillt  the  gonorrhea  is  run¬ 
ning,  from  the  great  heat  of  the  air,  from  leaping, 
riding  •,  in  all  which,  the  venereal  contagion  is  ren¬ 
dered  more  a£tive  and  hurtful. 

.The  patients  feel  a  fenfible  pain  in  the  penis,  and 
if  the  urethra  is  fqueezed,  a  greater  quantity  of  mat¬ 
ter  fiows  out,  but  by  a  more  flow  dropping,  on  ac¬ 
count  that  the  urethra  is  more  contracted ;  by  fqueez- 
ing  from  the  hinder  part  of  the  penis  towards  the 
glans,  the  matter  may  be  prelTed  out,  which  does 
not  happen  in  the  upper  part  of  the  urethra  ;  when 
the  feat  of  the  evil  flicks  near  the  glans,  a  white 
humour  iffues,  grows  yellow  when  dry,  and  renders 
the  linen  ftiff.  If  the  evil  is  of  a  bad  nature,  this 
humour  or  matter  grows  green  *,  and  the  cafe  is  yet 
worfe,  if  a  matter  full  of  corrupt  blood,  or  bloody, 
fiows  out ;  for  then  it  is  a  fign,  that  the  cellular  fa¬ 
bric  of  the  urethra  is  corroded,  from  whence  a  diffi¬ 
culty  of  cure  is  indicated  :  but  this  ufually  happens 
to  thofe  who  are  more  frequently  tormented  with  an 
ereCtion  of  the  yard,  whilft  they  labour  under  the 
gonorrhea.  The  colour  of  the  diftilling  matter  is 
alfo  changed  in  the  like  order  •,  whilft  proper  medi¬ 
cines  are  applied,  the  diforder  grows  better,  the 
bloody  and  corrupt  matter  begins  to  grow  green,  and 
then  yellow  j  afterwards  grows  white,  and  diminifties 
in  quantity. 


♦Sed.  1447.  The  Venereal  Disease.  107 

It  has  been  often  obferved,  that  the  gonorrhea 
which  is  flowed:  in  appearing,  after  a  connection  with 
an  infeCted  woman,  is  the  word:  *  a  troubiefome 
ftriCture,  as  it  were,  is  felt  in  the  penis,  which, 
whilft  the  urine  is  drained  out,  not  only  excites  or 
caufes  pain,  but  dill  caufes  a  feeling  of  fome  impedi¬ 
ment.  I  have  feen  this  the  fecond  or  third  day  after 
the  gonorrheal  infection  had  declared  itfelf ;  in  others 
only  in  ten  or  twelve  days  after,  and  fometimes 
Jater. 

The  material  caufe  of  the  gonorrhea  feems  to  be  a 
humour  naturally  flowing  from  the  furrows  of  the 
urethra,  and  lubricating  its  internal  fuperficies  *  that 
humour  is  but  in  fmall  quantity  in  time  of  health. 
When  the  venereal  contagion  is  entangled  in  it,  then 
the  fecretion  is  increafed,  and  a  corroding  acrimony 
is  alfo  collected,  the  fecretion  being  increafed  by  the 
fury  of  the  contagion.  If  the  virus  is  wadied  away 
before  it  can  corrode  that  place  to  which  it  adhered, 
the  evil  is  cured  without  ulceration  ;  but  if  the  virus 
hath  been  more  acrid  or  copious,  or  lurked  longer 
in  a  place,  before  it  declared  itfelf  in  a  gonorrhea, 
an  ulceration  is  to  be  feared. 

Sharp  *  well  remarks,  that  fuch  an  effufion  may  be 
produced,  by  an  irritation  only  increafmg  a  fecretion 
of  the  natural  humours,  without  an  ulcer  :  thus  a  great 
quantity  of  humours  in  theinteftines  is  feparated  by  the 
,  Ilimulus  of  a  cathartic,  and  expelled  by  the  alvus :  fuch 
an  abundance  of  faliva  is  fecreted  by  the  fmoaking  of 
tobacco,  that  the  whole  body  falls  fometimes  into  a 
confumption.  The  fluor  albus  in  women  bears  great 
affinity  to  a  filthy  corrupt  matter,  and  though  a  great 
quantity  of  it  is  difcharged,  there  is  no  ulcer  dlfco- 
vered.  From  men  a  far  greater  quantity  of  gonor¬ 
rheal  matter  flows  out,  than  may  feern  to  be  expeCted 
from  a  few  little  ulcers  corroding  the  internal  fuper-, 
ficits  of  the  urethra.  This  is  farther  proved  in  the 
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female  gonorrhea  ;  for  this  flux  is  fometimes  very 
copious  in  women,  and  yet,  by  the  moft  diligent 
fearch,  no  ulcer,  or  traceof  an  ulceration,  is  difcovered 
in  the  vhgina ,  which  neverthelefs  ought  to  be  the 
cafe,  if  that  flux  had  been  an  ulcerous  corruption. 

In  men,  the  interior  parts  of  the  urethra  are  hardly 
vifible ;  but  in  the  difiedted  bodies  of  thofe  who  la¬ 
boured  under  the  gonorrhea,  and  have  died  of  other 
difeafes,  were  fometimes  found  the  figns  of  inflam¬ 
mation,  mucofe,  fweiled'  furrows,  and  the  emiflfaria 
ofcula  ulcerated*  Sometimes  a  great  quantity  of 
matter  is  alfo  colledied  in  thefe  parts.  So  Morando  * 
found  in  a  young  man  of  twenty  years  of  age, 
who,  dying  of  a  flow  fever,  was,  at  his  death,  en¬ 
tirely  emaciated  by  a  confumption,  about  the  caput 
gallinaginis,  a  blackifh  tumour,  from  which  he  coi¬ 
ned  nine  drachms  of  fuch  matter  *,  and  whilfl  he 
endeavours  to  prove  that  it  is  not  feed  that  flows  from 
the  urethra  in  a  gonorrhea,  he  tells  us,  that  he  put  a 
little  of  that  matter  into  the  urethra  of  a  dog,  with 
this  effedt ;  that  a  yellowifti  corruption  perpetually 
flowed  from  the  penis  of  that  animal  until  it  died  ; 
but  the  dog  died  mad. 

The  celebrated  Morgagni ,  J  who  difiedfed  many 
more  virile  urethras  than  perhaps  any  other  anatomift, 
declares,  that  he  leldom  or  never  had  perceived  thole 
injuries  in  the  urethra,  which  accompany  a  gonor¬ 
rheal  contagion.  For  that  humour  which  firft  flows 
in  the  beginning  of  a  gonorrhea  is  not  purulent,  at 
leaft  it  is  not  real  pus ;  nor  is  it  attended  with  fo 
much  pain  as  to  indicate  a  corroding  ulcer,  nor  as 
yet  appears  the  leaft  drop  of  blood,  or  lighted:  tinc¬ 
ture  of  it.  From  whence  it  feems  to  be  confirmed, 
that  that  flux,  in  the  beginning  at  leaft,  depends  or 
arifes  from  that  increaled  quantity  of  natural  mucofe 
humour,  by  which  the  cavity  of  the  urethra  is  wont  I 
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to  be  covered.  For  in  a  young  man  about  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  who  renewed  an  old  gonorrhea  by  a 
frefh  one,  before  fix  months  were  pail,  and  that  ftill 
continuing,  he  died  with  the  hemorrhage  from  the 
wound ;  and  examining  diligently  then  his  genital 
parts,  $  in  praputio,  glande ,  urethra ,  nihil  ufquam  ul¬ 
cer  um,  erofionis ,  ruboris ,  m  quidpiam  aliud,  quod  ad 
prafentem  gonorrhoeam  attineret ,  fi  madorem  excipias , 
quam  foie  at,  major  em,  a  media  urethra  ad  glandem  ufque 
pertinentem .  gonorrhoeam  autem  illam  veterem, 

dmturnamque,  fpedare  hac,  credidit  3  primum,  ab  eo 
ferme  loco ,  «»<&  wador  incipiebat ,  exftantem  oblongam 
albidam  lineam,  ulterior  a  verfus  oblique  tendentem,  &c. 
“  he  found  in  the  prepuce,  glans,  and  urethra,  no 
“  ulcers,  corrofion,  rednefs,  nor  any  thing  elfe  re- 
lative  to  the  prefent  gonorrhea,  except  a  moifture 
“  which  was  greater  than  is  ufual,  extending  from  the 
“  middle  of  the  urethra  unto  the  glans.  But  he  be¬ 
lieved,  that  thefe  circumftances  had  belonged  to  the 
“  old  and  long-continued  gonorrhea,  &c.”  To  this 
moift  ure  of  the  urethra  fometimes  a  rednefs  is  added ; 
and  it  is  no  wonder,  that  this  fymptom  was  obferved 
in  this  man,  as  he  died  of  the  haemorrhage.  But  a 
very  candid  author  §  acknowledges^  that  he  had 
often  feen  the  traces  or  marks  left  in  the  urethra, 
from  the  antecedent  corrofion,  the  filling  up  of  the 
mucofe  furrows,  fears  in  the  urethra,  the  conftrittion 
of  it,  and  the  growth  of  luxuriant  flefh  in  that  feat 
of  the  furrows  or  lacunae ;  nay,  even  in  another 
body,  4  tradus  erat  tranfver forum  digit orum  irium 9 
aut  eo  amphus ,  quo  proclive  erat  intelligere,  urethram 
dim  fuijfe  ulcer  at  am.  Per  earn  enim  faciem,  in  qua  illi 
erant  canaliculi ^  ires  quatuorve  exjlahant,  in  tranfverfum 
dud  a,  albida ,  &  quafi  tenainea,  chordula ,  vel  potius 
inftita,  non  valde  prominent er> ,  nec  ufquam  fe  ab  interna 
membrana  urethra  fejungentes :  “  there  was  a  mark  of 
“  three  fingers  breadth,  or  more,  by  which  it  eafily 

“  was 

$  De  fedibus  &  caufis  Morbor.  per  Anat.  detedlis  tom,  ii.  p, 
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“  was  to  be  underftood,  that  the  urethra  was  for- 
«  merly  ulcerated ;  for  on  that  fuperficies  in  whiclx 
«  thefe  little  channels  were,  three  or  four  whitifh, 
cc  firings,  brought  acrofs  as  if  they  were  tendons,,  or 
“  rather  borders  or  laces,  remained,  not  greatly  ftand- 
«  ing  forth,  nor  at  all  feparated  from  the  internal 
<c  membrane  of  the  urethra.” 

From  hence  may  be  feen,  that  the  difpute  between 
authors  who  wrote  concerning  thefe  difeafes,  may 
be  terminated ;  for  fome  of  them  would  not 
,  that  an  ulcer  ever  was  known  attending  the 
gonorrhea,  but  that  there  was  only  a  greater  fecre- 
tion  and  difcharge  of  natural  muci,  by  which  the  in¬ 
ternal  fuperficies  of  the  urethra  is  lined.  Some  others 
faid,  that  the  matter  flowing  from  the  penis  was 
filthy  and  corrupted ;  and  from  thence  concluded, 
that  a  venereal  ulcer  attended  every  gonorrhea,  efpe- 
cially  when  they  faw  that  corroding  ulcers  were 
bred  by  the  contagion  of  the  Lues  in  other  places 
of  the  body.  The  diffe6lions  of  dead  bodies  have 
demonflrated,  that  the  marks  of  ulcers  are  fometimes 
left,  and  appear  after  gonorrheas,  and  fometimes 
not. 

Certainly  a  found  man  feldom  blows  his  nofe  in 
hot  weather,  though  the  internal  membrane  of  the 
noftrils  run  with  mucofe  bubbles  ;  but  if  the  diftil- 
lation  of  the  head  into  the  nofe  begins  to  work,  a 
great  quantity  of  liquid  flows  from  the  noftrils ;  fo 
that  the  nofe  rnuft  be  continually  wiped.  But  where 
the  diftillation  of  the  head  into  the  nofe  begins  to 
ripen,  as  it  is  fo  termed,  the  humour  comes  thicker 
from  the  noftrils,  moft  like  unto  digefted  corruption 
which  paftes  about  the  end  of  a  difeafe,  though  no 
ulcer  at  all  had  been  in  the  cavities  of  the  noftrils. 
Such  matter  is  purged  out  by  fpittle,  where  the  in¬ 
ternal  fuperficies  of  the  lungs  is  afte&ed  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  noftrils  by  the  diftillation  of  the  head 
to  the  nofe ;  and  then  a  rheum  or  cold  is  faid  to  fol¬ 
low,  which  brings  on  a  troublefome  cough.  This  is 
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mitigated  when  the  digefted  fpittle  is  difcharged,  then 
perfect  health  follows.,  without  any  trace  of  an  ulcer 
in  the  lungs. 

From  whence  a  celebrated  author  *  hath  Hated 
this  humour  to  be  the  fame  qui  in  gonorrhoea  rheuma 
verum  fuppeditat ,  in  quo  virulent  a  Veneni  materies  h*e~ 
ret :  unde  &  tunc  dolor  maximus  in  loco ,  ubi  glans  de¬ 
ficit  \  quo  vero  plures  horum  folliculorum  inficiuntur ,  eo 
pejor  hie  morbus  \  £s?  contra ;  cumque,  injeffo  liquorey 
communicare  inter  fe  demonftraverit  Cocburnius,  facile 
proferpit ,  ex  uno  in  alium ,  malum :  “  which  plenti- 
“  fully  gives  the  true  humour  in  the  gonorrheal 
“  rheum,  in  which  humour  a  virulent  poifonous 
“  matter  is  entangled ;  and  from  whence  there  is 
'*•  great  pain  in  the  place  where  the  glans  ends.  The 
“  more  thefe  little  purfes  or  bladders  are  infeCted, 
“  the  more  violent  this  diforder  is ;  on  the  other 
“  hand,  as  Cocburne  has  demonftrated,  by  an  in- 
u  jeded  liquor,  that  they  communicate  with  one 
M  another,  and  that  the  evil  eafily  creeps  from  one 
“  to  another  of  thefe  folliculse  or  bladders.” 

Thus  the  reafon  is  alfo  underftood,  why  the  con¬ 
tagion  of  the  Lues  Venerea  is  not  fo  frequently  dif- 
perfed  through  the  whole  body  ;  after  the  gonorrhea 
begins  to  manifeft  itfelf,  then  the  virus  adhering  to 
the  urethra,  is  entangled  by  a  greater  quantity  of 
fecreted  mucofe  matter,  and  is  wafhed  away  and  ex¬ 
pelled  from  the  body  *,  then  there  is  a  tumefaction 
and  dilatation  of  thofe  little  bladders  and  neighbour¬ 
ing  vefiels,  rather  than  a  corroding  of  them  ;  from 
!  whence  the  celebrated  Morgagni ,  a£  hath  been  juft 
now  faid,  found  a  rednefs,  and  a  greater  moifture  in 
the  membrane  of  the  urethra  in  dead  bodies.  And 
hence  the  reafon  is  underftood,  why  Botallus  J  has 
faid,  §ui  Venerei  morbi  principia  parvi  faciunt ,  ju - 
vantur  mirum  in  modum  feminis  ejfluvio  diuturno  :  nam 
paulatim ,  quod  putidum  erat  conceptum ,  effluit  cum  c<e~ 

ter# 

*  Abrah.  Kaau  Perfpirat.  Hippoc.  p,  124. 

J  Aphrodifiac,  p.  872. 
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tero ,  quod  nondum  corruptum ,  yhs?  incottum ,  labitur: 
“  They  who  pay  little  regard  to  the  beginning  of  a 
sc  venereal  diforder,  are  wonderfully  helped  by  the 
“  continual  flowing  of  the  feed ;  for  what  was  re- 
«  ceived  putid  flows  by  degrees  with  the  reft,  which 
«  glides  away,  not  as  yet  corrupted,  but  indigefted” 
But  as  often  as  the  virus  enters  into  the  glands  of 
the  urethra  called  Cowperiana ,  by  their  dudts,  and  ! 
attacks  them,  the  matter  difcharges  itfelf  into  the 
cavity  of  the  urinary  paflage,  and  then  it  is  faid  to  be 

a  gonorrhea  of  the  third  ipecies.  ^  j 

Thefe  Cowperian  glands,  as  they  have  been  defcri-  ] 
bed  in  this  fe&ion,  lie  on  either  fide  of  the  urethra,  \ 
above  its  bulb  and  their  excretory  duels,  even  j 
within  half  an  inch  of  the  convex  fuperficies  of  the  1 
membrane  of  the  urethra  ;  then  they  obliquely  pene-  \ 
trate  into  its  cavity,  in  that  place  where  the  urethra f 
is  bent  under  the  offa  pubis  in  perinaso. 

If  the  venereal  virus  has  invaded  thefe  glands,  and 
fixed  its  feat  in  them,  it  can  be  fcarcely  extricated 
from  thence  ;  but  adhering  and  becoming  worfe  by 
delay,  there  eats  great  hollows  and  fiftulous  cavities, 
flowing  with  this  corruption,  hard  to  be  abfterged,  i 
and  alio  to  be  cured.  This  is  chiefly  to  be  feared,: 
if  the  flowing  forth  of  the  colledted  matter  in  the  : 
glands  into  the  cavity  of  the  urethra  be  obftrudted  by 
any  caufe  whatfoever,  for  then  the  worft  of  ulcers 
are  fometimes  generated  at  the  fides  of  the  urethra, 
and  infedt  the  neighbouring  paits,  and  fometimes 
occupy  the  fubcutaneous  or  cellular  fat  parts,  or  the 
hinder  part  of  the  penis,  and  become  the  worft  of 
evils.* 

This  complaint  oftner  derives  its  origin  from  the 
fir  ft  and  fecond  fpecies  of  the  gonorrhea,  efpecially 
if  the  patient  laboured  under  precedent  diforders  of 
this  kind,  many  times  repeated  ;  without  thefe  it 
feldom  happens  :  and  the  celebrated  Littre  f,  who 

1  diffedted 

*  Aphrodifiac.  in  Praefatione. 
f  Acad,  desfcienc.  Tan  17 11.  Mem.  p.  267,  &c. 
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difleded  a  great  number  of  dead  bodies  infeded 
with  the  gonorrhea,  only  once  had  found  the  Cow- 
perian  glands  alone  afi'eded.  But  in  the  place  where 
the  emifiana  of  thele  glands  open  into  the  cavity 
the  urethra,  there  was  a  rednefs,  of  the  breadth  of 
of  four  tenths  of  an  inch,  tending  rather  to  the 
left  than  to  the  right  part.  JThere  was  a  roundifh 
ulcer  nearly  in  the  middle  of  that  rednefs,  equal  to 
about  half  a  tenth  of  an  inch  in  diameter ;  it  had 
eaten  away  a  great  part  of  the  left  orifice,  and  alfo  a 
final!  portion  of  the  neighbouring  urethra.  The  eland 
anfwering  to  this  orifice,  was  found  red,  hardf  and 
fwelled,  the  gland  of  the  right  fide  was  lefs  afieded. 

This  fpecies  of  gonorrhea  is  known  by  a  tu- 
moui  and  pain  in  tne  middle  of  the  pennasum, 
which  is  fometimes  extended  to  the  anus  j  nor  does 
a  great  quantity  of  matter  flow  from  the  penis  in 
Ithis  kind  of  gonorrhea  j  there  is  fometimes  fcarcely 
felt  any  fcalding  or  heat  of  urine,  if  there  is  no 
loreneis  in  the  neighbouring  part  of  the  excretory 
duds.  It  commonly  happens,  that  in  the  very  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  making  urine,  a  quantity  of  corrupt 
filthy  foetid  matter  goes  forth  from  the  penis ;  as 
ilfo  when  the  tumour  in  the  perinseum  is  prefs’d  by 
the  hand,  whilft  the  matter  lb  colleded  flicks  in 
thefe  glands  that  ought  to  happen  oftner,  on  account 
of  their  declivity  and  fituation. 

rhe  celebrated  Tittre  *  gives  a  fufficient  and 
’aly  prognoftic  of  this  gonorrhea,  believing  it  may 
oe  cured  without  any  great  difficulty;  yea  far  more 
iafiiy  than  other  kinds  of  gonorrhea  ;  which  may  feetn 
:o  be  a  wonder.  But  that  wonder  ceafes,  if  it  be 
ronfidered,  that  that  fkilful  famous  man  only  ac¬ 
knowledged  three  feats  of  the  gonorrhea ;  namely, 
rhefe  Cowperian  glands,  the  proftaue,  and  feminal  vef- 
els ; -f-  for  he  makes  no  mention  of  the  two  former 
kinds  of  gonorrheas  now  lpoken  of ;  add  to  this, 
Vol.  XVII.  I  that 

*  Acad  des  fcienc,  Tan.  ^71 1.  Mem.  p,  271. 

t  Ibidem,  p.  263. 
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that  he  had  fcarcely  ever  treated  this  kind  of  gono 
rhea  ;  for  he  had  but  once  feen  it  in  a  dead  bod; 
which  occafioned  him  to  remember,  that  he  fo 
merly  had  fnch  a  patient  under  cure.  He  alfo  a< 
knowledges,  that  at  that  time,  he  had  not  yet  fu 
ficiently  known  the  Cowperian  glands  ^  fo  that  1 
was  not  fo  attentive  to  it  as  he  might  have  beej 
if  fuch  a  difeafe  had  occured  to  him  again.  If 
had  fo  happened,  I  doubt  not  but  this  famous  ma 
would  have  changed  his  opinion  concerning  the  eai 
cure  of  this  gonorrhea.  *  Yet  this  is  true,  that  tl 
infection  of  thefe  glands  is  lefs  to  be  feared  than 
the  fame  evil  attack’d  the  proftatae,  or  the  femin 
veflels ;  of  which  three  places  only  he  feems  to  ha\ 
treated. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  from  the  increafed  ti 
mour  of  thefe  glands,  and  their  neighbouring  part 
their  excretory  dubts  may  be  fo  prefs’d  or  fqueeze< 
as  to  tranfmit  little  or  no  quantity  of  matti 
into  the  cavity  of  the  urethra ;  then  the  autho 
call  this  “  A  virulent  dry  gonorrhea,”  or,  c‘  A  di 
4t  venereal  dufuria -f*  which  that  celebrated  ai 
thor  Hates  to  have  been  preceded  by  vehement,  v 
rulent  gonorrheas,  or  to  follow  them  when  fuppreffe< 
But  he  lays  down  two  caufes  of  this  complaint,  vi 
The  phlegmone  of  the  proftatae,  or  of  the  lemin 
veffels,  and  phlogofis  eryfipylatodasa  of  the  ur< 
thra.  He  teaches,  that  in  the  firil  cafe,  there  is 
humour,  heat,  rednefs,  and  pain  in  the  perineum 
yet  here  is  no  mention  made  of  the  Cowperia 
Hands  being  fo  affebted,  which  feems  a  wonder  ;  ; 
he  elegantly  expreffes  thus  in  another  place :  4  Ei 
perientia  compertum  eft ,  Gonorrheam  quidem ,  qua  ; 
veficulh  feminalibus  tantum ,  aut  proftatis ,  fedem  habu 
rit,  rarius  in  abfcefjuni  degenerare  ;  five  quod  major  ft: 
mi  or  quiet  illarum  moles  dilacerationi,  fine  qua  juppurat 

''  r  ..  JZ&I 

*  Acad,  des  fcieric.  Taa  1 7 1  x.  Mem.  p.  267. 

•f  Aftruc  de  Morbis  Verier,  lib.  iii.  cap.  isi.  p.  185, 

J  Ibidem,  cap.  iv.  p.  197. 
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nulla  fit,  magis  refiftat ;  five  quod  mult  a ,  lata,  brevia, 
emijjaria ,  qua  ex  iilis  partibus  in  urethram  aperiuntur , 
liberiorem  viam  harenii  bfi  corrupto  femini  prabeant „ 
unda  minori  ejficacia  concludentes  cellulas  debet  erodere . 
Contra  Vcro  Gonorrhceam,  in  qua  glandula  Cowperianse 
off  eld  ee  funt ,  in  abfcefium  frequencies  abire,  raiione  con- 
traria  ;  five  quod  minor  &  modi  of  illarum  molts  foci  Hus 
corrumpatur ,  five  quod  femen  inibi  collegium  {cum  longo , 
oblique,  angufio ,  272  urethram  effundatur)  diutius 

in  ipfis  rejtitet ,  <zdfeo  ipfarum  context  urn  promptius 

pefiundet  :  44  It  has  been  found  by  experience,  that 
44  a  gonorrhea  which  had  a  feat  only  in  the  feminal 
44  veflfeis,  or  in  the  proftatae,  moil  feidom  dege- 
44  nerates  into  an  abfeefs  •,  whether  that  their  greater 
44  and  firmer  compoficion  refills  better  the  laceration 
44  of  the  parts,  without  which  there  can  be  no  fuppu- 
44  ration  *,  whether  that  the  emifiaria,  which  are 
44  opened  from  thefe  parts  into  the  urethra,  being 
44  many,  broad,  and  fhort,  afford  a  clearer  and 
44  fiercer  paffage  to  the  corrupted  feed,  from 
44  whence  it  muft  corrode  thefe  concluding  cells 
44  with  lefs  force  ;  but  againfl  the  gonorrhea  in  which 
44  the  Cowperian  glands  are  affedled,  for  a  contrary 
44  reafon,  more  frequently  form  an  abfeefs  •,  whe- 
44  ther  that  their  fmaller  and  fofter  mafs  may  be 
44  more  eafily  corrupted  j  whether  that  the  feed 
44  there  colledled,  and  poured  into  the  urethra,  by  a 
44  long  oblique  narrow  conduit,  remains  there  lon- 
•4  ger,  and  fo  more  readily  deflroys  their  texture.” 

From  whence  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  Cow¬ 
perian  glands,  infedted  by  a  venereal  miafma,  may 
produce  a  dry  gonorrhea,  fo  called.  But  thefe  glands 
being  affedled,  the  mucus  is  not  fecreted  by  them 
at  all,  or  cannot  be  difeharged  into  them,  unlefs  very 
fparingly  j  the  urine  is  difeharged  with  unufual  pain, 
which  will  be  yet  greater,  if  the  neighbouring  part 
of  the  urethra  is  inflamed,  as  it  is  often  obferved  to 
■be  ;  and  the  ichor  diflilling  from  the  cludts  of  thofe 

I  2  glands. 
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glans,  degenerates  into  a  corroding  acrimony*  which 
is  fometimes  fo  great,  that  it  almoft  deftroys  thefe 
glands  :  fo  Morando  *  found  in  the  body  of  a  man 
who  had  differed  by  many  gonorrheas,  the  laft  of 
which  had  continued  above  a  year,  that  only  two 
unequal  and  very  fmall  fragments  of  thefe  glands 
had  remained,  which  refembied  a  callous  contraded 
fkin.  The  celebrated  Morgagni  ft  found  in  the  body 
of  a, young  man,  the  right  dud  of  the  Cowpe- 
rian  glands  more  fmall  than  in  a  natural  date,  but 
the  left  more  thick,  diftended  by  a  mucofe  humour  *, 
but  he  found  the  e miffary  of  the  dud  very  narrow, 
being  fwelled  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  the  paf- 
fage  :  he  alio  found  the  whole  gland  of  this  fide 
fwollen,  which  appeared  fmall  and  fkinny  on  the 
right  fide.  r 

A  fourth  fpecies  of  the  gonorrhea  follows.  J  Whilft 
the  poifonous  corruption  is  conveyed  into  the  prof- 
tatjE,  it  cotrupts  them,  and  diffoives  them  into  an 
abundance  of  poifonous  corruption  *,  which  evil  is 
chiefly  bred  from  gonorrheas  continuing  during  a 
long  time,  or  often  repeated  :  it  is  known  by  the 
tumor  in  the  perinseum  near  to  the  anus  there,  whilft 
the  Cowperian  glands  are  infeded-,  and  likewife  by 
interception  of  urine,  by  the  difcharge  of  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  filthy  putrid  matter,  caufed  by  an  almoft 
incurable  fuppuration  ;  oftentimes  by  a  malignant 
ulcer  bred  in  the  perinasum,  and  not  to  be  cured ; 
fometimes  by  the  worft  of  ulcers  in  all  the  parts 
about  the  proftatae,  and  forming  a  ffiocking  appear¬ 
ance  by  feeding  upon  their  neighbouring  parts ; 
but  the  urine  is  intercepted  fuddenly,  in  this  cafe 
moft  particularly,  and  without  a  manifeft  caufe : 
from  whence  arifes  a  moft  dreadful  tenefmus  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  difcharge  it,  but  the  attempt  is  to  no 
purpofe,  neither  is  it  poffible  to  introduce  the  ca- 

thetar ; 

-  *  *  - 

*  Pnm a  Decade  di  Lettere  famigliari,  p.  109. 

•j-  De  fedibas  &  caufis  morbor.  per  Anat.  tom.  II.  p.  198. 
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thetar ;  the  patients  being  thus  a  long  time  tor¬ 
mented,  until  a  filthy  matter  is  difcharged  fuddenly 
into  the  urethra  •,  neither  is  it  long  before  the  fame  ^ 
complaint  attacks  them  again  ^  and  I  have  lome- 
times  leen  it  happen,  that  the  urethra  being  broken 
or  eaten  round  the  region  of  the  proflatae,  difcharged 
urine  into  the  cellular*  coat  of  the  perimeum,  fcro- 
tum,  and  neighbouring  parts,  which  becoming  in 
time  more  acrid,  corroded  the  fkin  in  many  places, 
and  the  urine  palled  through  all  thefe  holes,  whilft 
the  patient  tried  to  make  water,  and  then  but  a 
fmall  quantity  of  urine  went  forth  through  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  urethra.  I  firfl  faw  fuch  a  filthy  phe¬ 
nomenon  in  a  youth,  to  whom  a  great  quantity  of 
turpentine  had  been  given,  together  with  aftringent 
injections,  preffed  into  the  penis  by  the  force  of  a  hrong 
fyringe,  being  the  fixth  gonorrhea  under  which  he  la¬ 
boured  for  ten  months,  which  an  impudent  empiric  at¬ 
tempted  to  cure.  When  he  attempted  to  urine  he  fouled 
all  the  neighbouring  parts,  through  a  number  of  little 
holes  in  the  fcrotum  :  that  this  wretch  might  be 
more  at  liberty  with  harlots,  he  thieved  many  things, 
for  which  he  was  hanged.  It  was  granted  to  tne 
prayers  of  his  honourable  family,  that  his  body 
fhould  not  be  brought  into  the  anatomical  theatie, 
but  fhould  be  buried.  It  would  have  been  worth 
while  to  examine  the  effeCts  of  fuch  a  foul  difeafe 
in  the  dead  body.  Morgagni  *  confirms,  by  his  own 
obfervations  and  thofe.  of  many  others,  that  the 
proflat  se  are  fometimes  mofl  feverely  affe&ed,  efpe- 
cially  in  repeated  or  inveterate  gonorrheas.  But 
although  a  great  difficulty  of  cure  appears  from 
what  has  been  laid,  yet  circa  pr  oft  at  as ,  mirarn ,  cica- 
tricum  ox  ulceribus  antiquis ,  inveteratis ,  tunc  per- 
Janatis ,  faciem  confpicuam  fuijfe •,  “  wonderful  fears, 

from  ancient  ulcers  then  a  long  while  cured,  aie 
“  often  confpicuous  about  the  the  proflatae  of  dead 

I  3  cc  bodies  f  * 

*  Defed.  Sc  caufis  raorb.  per.  Anat.  detfe&is,  tom.  II.  p.  199. 
&  fe<p 
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“  bodies  f  *  -f  from  thefe  fears  it  appears,  that  this 
kind  of  gonorrhea  can  be  cured,  though  not  with- 
,ou  great  difficulty.  It  Teems  that  Sydenham  *  be¬ 
lieved,  that  the  proftatas  were  not  infedted  in  the 
beginning  of  a  gonorrhea,  but  later  :  S tandem,  inquit, 
altius  penetrans ,  glandulas  Proftaias  efferaio  ulcere 
folet  depafeere ;  quod  hand  raro  cernitur  in  eorum  ca~ 
daverihus ,  quos  hie  morbus  e  medio  fuftulit :  “  At 
<c  length,”  fays  he,  cc  the  ulcer  being  rendered 
“  more  fierce,  is  wont  to  feed  on  the  proflatm,  as 
cc  it  more  deeply  penetrates  the  glands,  which  is  not 
<c  infrequently  obferyed  in  the  bodies  of  thofe  which 

have  been  cut  off  by  this  diforder.”  Cockburn  § 
defends  the  fame  opinion,  and  proved  by  many  ar¬ 
guments,  that  neither  the  proflatte,  nor  the  feminal 
veffels,  afford  the  firfl  afylum  to  the  gonorrhea  : 
but  as  the  force  of  the  contagion  fometimes  fpreads 
itfelf  every  where  through  the  neighbouring  parts, 
fo  that  the  proflatm  and  feminal  veffels  may  be  in¬ 
fected,  or  corrupted  in  the  progrefs  of  the  gonor¬ 
rhea,  as  he  confeffes.  J  But  he  treats  of  thefe  more 
at  large  in  another  place,  jj 

Finally,  the  laft  and  moft  abominable  kind  of 
gonorrhea,  is  that  which  by  an  infection  of  the  prof- 
tatae,  corrodes  the  emiffaria  of  the  feminal  veffels, 
opening  amongft  the  paffages  of  the  proftatse,  and 
communicates  its  poiibn  through  thefe  conduits  in¬ 
to  the  feminal  veffels,  contaminating  the  veffels 
and  liquid  contained  in  them,  and  creating  a  large 
and  foetid  difeharge,  whiift  it  in  the  mean  time  ul¬ 
cerates  all  the  interior  parts,  which  turn  or  wind  as 
a  labyrinth.  If  it  be  confidered,  that  the  proftatas 
lie  upon  the  inteftine  redtum,  which  is  every  where 
furrounded  with  a  copious  quantity  of  fat,  it  is 
eafily  underflood,  that  the  whole  cellular  aparatus, 
.which  in  Tome  parts  lies  between,  and  in  others  fur- 

rounds 

%  .  4  '  »  ;  -  4  j 

Ibidem,  p.  200.  *  Epi*l.  1 1 .  refponforia,  p.  414. 

J  De  virulenta  Gonorrhea,  p.  24.  J  Ibidem,  p.  23,  24. 
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rouncb  the  fpermatic  veffels,  the  urinal  bladder,  the 
inteftine  redtum,  the  perineum  thus  ulcerated,  putri- 
fied,  and  corroded,  produces  fiftulous  openings  at  the 
fcrotum,  perineum,  and  anus  ^  fo  that  through  thefe 
fiftulas,  all  thefe  parts  are  con  fumed  ;  then  neither 
baths,  fomentations,  injedlions,  pi  afters,  ointments, 
pultices,  incifion  or  dilatations,  are  of  any  ufe  :  but 
the  urine  will  be  at  length  dilcharged  by  or  through 
thefe  ulcers .* 

The  celebrated  Boerhaave  with  grief  faw  many 
of  thefe  calamities  ;  and  I  have  been  an  eye-witnefs 
fometimes  of  fuch  like,  which  chiefly  attend  often-re¬ 
peated  inveterate  gonorrheas,  treated  unfkil  fully. 
I  have  trembled  when  diffolute  and  daring  young 
men  indulging  themfelves  with  diabolical  profti- 
tutes,  and  in  unbridled  fenluality,  laughed  at  a  go¬ 
norrhea,  as  if  it  was  but  a  light  evil,  and  hardly 
worthy  of  the  name  of  a  difeaie.  I  have  leen  luch 
a  youth,  who  having  laid  by  all  fhame,  and  de¬ 
lighted  in  dating  the  events  of  his  life  from  the 
times  on  which  he  had  his  various  gonorrheas, 
o-reatly  abufe  thofe  who  dared  to  doubt  the  fide¬ 
lity  of  his  memory,  as  he  recited  the  time  and  place 
of  his  actions,  whilft  he  fwore  that  this  or  that  had 
happened  in  the  time  of  his  third  or  fourth,  &c.  go¬ 
norrhea.  This  wretch  having  loft  his  tefticles,  and 
his  genitals,  his  thighs  were  eaten  away  in  a  moil  hor¬ 
rid  manner,  and  he  was  placed  in  the  open  ail,  for 
-nobody  would  receive  him  into  a  houfe,  he  ftunk 
fo  intolerably  j  and  thus  he  moft  miferably  perifhed. 

Though  the  celebrated  Morgagni  f  doubted  not 
that  the  contagion  in  the  infebled  glands  and  proftatae, 
could  reach  to  the  feminal  vellels  ;  yet  he  did  not 
diredly  fee  thefe  parts  to  have  been  affected,  in  cai- 
cafes  which  had  laboured  with  the  gonorrhea  when  he 
differed  them-,  but  he  believed  to  haveobferved  an 
inftance  of  this  matter  in  the  body  of  a  young  man 

I  4  of 

*  Aphrodifiac.  In  Frsefatione. 
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of  twenty-five  years  of  age,  who  had  coupled  an  old 
virulent  gonorrhea  with  another  frefh  one,  about 
fix  months  before  he  perifhed  of  a  violent  death  j 
for  he  found  the  feminal  bladders  fkinny  and  dry, 
though  they  are  ufually  found  plump  and  full  of 
juice  at  that  age  :  he  alfo  very  judicioufly  fays,  if 
feed  of  a  bloody  foetid  nature,  defiled  by  filth  and 
corruption,  be  expelled  through  the  delufions  of  ve¬ 
nereal  dreams,  by  any  one  labouring  under  a  long 
and  cruel  gonorrhea ;  it  is  not  yet  to  be  concluded, 
that  the  femin.il  veffels  are  infefled  :  potuerunt  enim 
aliquando  purulent a  &  foetid#  fordes ,  &  cruoris  ali~ 
quid ,  a  tranfeunte ,  Jano  alio  quin ,  femine  abripi ,  atque 
avtrri)  ex  ulcer ibus ,  qua  urethram ,  proftatam  glan - 
dulam ,  &  feminalem  carunculam ,  occuparent.  Ab  his 
enim  ultimis  ipfis  ulceribus  non  Jemper  necejfe  eft  vitium 
turn  Veftculis  communkari ,  tametfi  non  difficile  commu- 
nicari  poffie,  diximns :  44  for  the  corrupted  foetid  filth 
44  and  mixture  of  blood,  may  be  carried  away  by 
44  the  feed  flowing  out,  though  found,  and  be  Iwept 
44  away  from  the  ulcers  which  may  occupy  the  ure- 
46  thra,  the  proftate  glands,  and  feminal  carunculae 
<4  for  the  malignity  is  not  always  necefiarily  com- 
♦f  municated  from  thefe  laft  ulcers  to  the  feminal 
44  bladders ;  yet  we  have  faid  that  they  may  be  com- 
44  municated  without  difficulty.” 

Such  is  the  gonorrhea  in  men,  which  Exes  its 
feat  in  divers  places,  begets  various  diforders,  and 
fometimes  the  molt  dreadful  evils  in  the  unwary, 
which  are  hard  to  be  cured  ;  as  hath  been  demon- 
ftrated  by  what  has  been  before  faid.  But  though 
the  patient  may  have  recovered,  and  all  the  vene¬ 
real  contagion  be  expelled  from  the  body,  yet  fome¬ 
times  the  fabric  of  the  parts  remains  fo  changed  after 
a  virulent  gonorrhea;  efpecially  if  it  has  been  frequently 
repeated,  that  the  work  of  generation  is  difturbedorde- 
ftroyed  for  ever  after.  De  La  Peyronie ,  to  whom  the  art 
of  furgery  is  fo  much  indebted,*  hath  defcribed  fuch  a 

cafe  ; 

f  Mem.  del1  Acad.  Royafe  de  Chirurg.  tom.  I.  p.  425.  &  fuiv. 
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cafe  ;  A  man  thirty  years  of  age,  whofe  wife  had 
been  delivered  of  three  children  in  the  fpace  of  four 
years,  was  infeded  by  a  gonorrhea,  for  which  being 
obliged  to  take  many  journies,  he  negleded  it:  he 
was  treated  by  empirics  for  two  years,  but  without 
fuccefs.  The  chief  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe  were, 
the  fuppreffions  and  ardent  heat  of  urine,  a  copi¬ 
ous  running,  fometimes  green  and  fometimes  yellow, 
but  ofteneft  mixt  with  corrupted  blood  •,  the  run¬ 
ning  was  fuppreffed  by  riding,  from  whence  the 
right  tefticle  was  greatly  fwelled  *,  proper  medicines 
being  at  laft  applied,  this  complaint  was  cured  in 
four  months,  and  he  lived  two  years  with  his  wife, 
who  had  been  fo  fruitful,  as  he  was  accuftomed  to 
do  before,  but  fhe  did  not  conceive.  Yet  as  he  was 
folicitous  about  this  matter,  he  confulted  Be  La  Pey - 
ronie,  telling  him,  that  he  ejeded  not  his  feed  in 
the  time  of  coition  with  impetuofity,  but  that  it  was 
retained  •,  then  when  the  eredion  was  over,  a  froth 
|  pafs’d  out,  and  in  a  greater  quantity  if  the  penis 
|  or  the  urethra  was  prefs’d,  whofe  channel  was 
|  free  from  all  impediment,  as  a  full  dream  of  urine 
palled  forth  from  it ;  otherwife  he  was  very  found. 

I  He  died  of  an  acute  difeafe  in  about  five  or  fix 
j  years  after.  The  urethra  being  dilfeded  in  the  dead 
|  body,  a  fear  appeared  in  that  part  of  the  veru-mon- 
;  tanum  which  is  next  the  bladder ;  this,  in  wrink¬ 
ling  this  place,  had  fo  changed  the  direction  of  the  ori¬ 
fices  cafting  out  feed,  that  they  tended  not  towards  the 
glans  of  the  penis,  but  towards  the  right  fide  of  the 
neck  of  the  bladder :  to  be  more  certain  of  this 
matter,  an  injection  into  the  feminal  veffels  was 
tried  through  the  vala  deferentia ;  the  veffels  being 
-filled,  the  injeded  liquor  driven  out  by  the  ejeding 
veffels,  dafhed  againd  the  right  fide  of  the  neck  of 
the  bladder  ;  whilft,  in  a  found  date,  it  ought  to  be 
driven  forward  towards  the  end  of  the  urethra,  and 
freely  go  forth. 


It 
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It  plainly  appears,  that  luch  an  impediment  of 
fertility  could  hardly  be  known  until  after  death ; 
and  if  it  had  been  known  in  life,  how  could  it  be 
cured  ? 

Many  more  examples  cited  in  the  fame  place 
teach,  that  impediments  had  remained  after  gonor¬ 
rheas,  and  that  they  render  the  free  calling  forth  of 
the  feed  difficult, 

Yet  there  is  one  fymptom  which  hath  been  ob- 
ferved  in  the  gonorrhea,  and  deferves  great  atten¬ 
tion,  namely,  a  venereal  ophtalmia  •,  which,  if  not 
quickly  affifted,  brings  on  an  incurable  blindnefs. 
Erudtelius *  tellifies,  that  he  had  found  this  ophtalmia, 
which  may  be  called  venereal,  more  than  once  ;  fo 
that  in  thofe  fullering  with  a  gonorrhea  from  impure 
venery,  to  whom  balfams  and  Itrong  aftringents  are 
applied,  the  gonorrhea  being  fuppreffed,  a  fudden  me- 
♦  tailafis  happens  to  the  eyes,  which,  together  with  a 
iharp  inflammation  brought  on  the  whole  bulbus  of 
the  eye,  forms  a  tranfparent  fubilance  upon  the  cor¬ 
nea,  which  if  not  fpeedily  taken  away  by  a  chirur- 
gical  incifion,  fuddenly  haltens  into  a  fuppuration, 
and  by  piercing  that  horny  fubilance,  the  humours 
being  already  dillurbed  and  infedled  within,  it  pre¬ 
pares  an  entire  way  for  the  difcharge  of  all  thofe 
humours,  Solet  tunc  prius  quidem  per  vulnufculum 
illud  materia  Gonorrhoea  prorfus  fimilis  excerni.  Mo¬ 
net  autem,  nihil,  hie  juvare  Venae  Jettiones ,  nihi 
Purgationes ,  nihil  Mercurialium  &  P  anacearum  de 
cant  at  arum  ufum  internum  \  riifi  enim  carnofa  ilia ,  ac 
ferina  indolis ,  excrefcentia  auferatur  primis ,  Jlatim 
atque  apparet ,  diebus ,  perforatio  Jequitur  cornea,  hu~ 
morumque  effufio ,  fine  ulla  vifum  recuperandi  fpe .  cc  At 

firll  a  matter  like  that  of  the  gonorrhea  is  ufually 
“  purged  forward  through  that  little  wound.55  But 
he  here  advifes  to  help  it  with  nothing,  “  no  i'e6lion 
tc  of  a  vein,  no  purgations,  no  internal  ufe  of  mer- 
u  curiais,  nor  of  the  panaceas  fo  much  fpoken  of ; 

“  for, 

5  Warfavia  Phyficc  Illutlrat,  cap.  vi.  p.  1$$. 
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44  for,  unlefs  that  flefhy  growth  of  a  terrible  nature 
44  be  taken  away  immediately,  within  a  few  days  af~ 
44  ter  it  appears  the  cornea  is  pierced,  and  an  e£~ 
44  fufion  of  the  humours  follows,  without  any  hope 
41  of  recovering  the  fight.”  Nobody  will  wonder  at 
this  who  confiders  how  much  mifchief  is  done  by  the 
venereal  miafma,  in  the  hardeft  parts  of  a  body, 
and  how  they  are  corroded  by  it  *,  how  much  more 
is  it  to  be  feared  on  account  of  the  tender  organ  of 
fight,  whilft  it  is  affli&ed  by  a  metaftafis  of  morbid 
matter!  From  hence  it  appears,  that  the  retained 
and  abforbed  matter  of  the  gonorrhea  is  fometimes 
depofited  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  or  that  the 
univerfal  Lues  difperfed  through  the  whole  body, 
may  be  bred  from  the  bad  cure  of  a  gonorrhea,  and 
the  abforbed  virus  is  fometimes  firft  depofited  in 
particular  parts  of  the  body,  before  it  is  difperfed 
through  the  whole  body  ;  fo  by  aflringent  injections 
applied  for  the  cure  of  the  gonorrhea,  buboes,  and 
a  hardnefs  of  the  tefticles  follow ;  of  which  more 
hereafter  :  thefe  parts  are  indeed  more  near  to  that 
place  which  had  been  firft  affeCted  ;  but  St  or  chins  * 
hath  obferved.  Gonorrhoea  per  adfiringentia  fupprejfa , 
exulcer  atum  fuijj'e  umhilrcum ,  &  eandem  ibi  prcdiijfe 
materiem ,  qua  antea  per  urethram  exftillaverat ,  tc  that 
44  the  navel  was  ulcerated,  when  the  gonorrhea  was 
44  fupprefs’d  by  aflringent  remedies,  and  that  there 
'4C  went  forth  the  fame  matter  which  was  before  di- 
44  ftilled  through  the  urethra.” 

Thefe  obfervations  of  the  celebrated  Aitruc  con¬ 
firm  fuch  a  metaftafis  at  the  eyes  :  he  fays,  fe  ob~ 
fervatione  comperhim  habere ,  Ophtalmiam  Gcnorrhai- 
cam ,  in  fummo  etiant-  increment 0^  dibio  ciiius  remijfam 
fuijfe ,  vel  evanuijje  derepente ,  redintegrato  Gonorrhoea 
fiuxu ,  vel  erumpente  bubone  Venereo  in  inguinum 
alterutro.  He  adds,  quibus  oculi  natura  molles 

funt , 

*  Anno  Medico  fecundo  page  221. 

f  De  Morbis  Verier,  lib,  iii.  capit.  iii,  edit.  2.  tom.  I.  p,  291. 
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j fuktj  aut  infir  mi ,  aut  infirmi ,  quibus ,  /#«, 

affribtu,  aut  fefiuctf  elapfu  fortuito ,  habent. 

“  that  he  alfo  found  out  the  Gonorrheal  Ophtal- 
'«  mia,  even  at  its  height,  to  have  been  quickly  mi- 
“  tigated,  or  to  have  vanifhed,  by  a  renewal  of  the 
6C  running  of  the  gonorrhea,  or  breaking  of  a  vene- 
cc  real  buboe  in  either  groin.”  He  fays,  that  this 
“  metaftafis  from  the  genitals  to  the  eyes  occurs  in 
cc  thofe  whofe  eyes  are  naturally  weak  or  infirm, 

or  in  thofe  who  had  them  injured  by  a  blow, 
cc  or  by  rubbing,  or  the  accidental  fall  of  a  mote 
“  into  them.*” 

In  the  mean  time  it  feems  not  improbable,  that 
the  venereal  ophtalmia  is  fometimes  bred  not  by  me¬ 
taftafis,  but  from  the  contagion  immediately  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  eyes.  It  is  known  to  all  who  had  thefe 
diforders  to  cure,  that  thofe  labouring  under  the 
gonorrhea,  are  often  accuftomed  to  fqueeze  the 
matter  collebted  in  the  urethra  from  the  penis  in  the 
day-time,  that  they  might  explore  its  nature,  colour, 
thicknefs,  quantity,  and  fo  judge  of  the  cure;  nor 
will  they  abftain  from  this  examination,  though  they 
are  informed  that  thefe  frequent  fqueezings  of  the 
penis  are  hurtful,  in  irritating  the  place,  the  affedled 
part.  This  is  chiefly  done  by  thofe  who  by  hear- 
fay  or  experience,  have  learned  that  the  difeafe  grows 
mild,  when  the  flowing  matter  becomes  thicker  and 
white  ;  from  whence  it  is  fometimes  tried  betwixt 
the  fore-finger  and  thumb,  whether  of  a  ropy  kind 
or  not ;  then  neglecting  to  wafh  or  wipe  the  fingers 
before  they  rubbed  againft  the  eyes,  or  in  the  no- 
ftrils,  there's  great  danger  of  contracting  the  vene¬ 
real  ozaena,  and  fuch  an  ophtalmia,  as  it  is  eafy  to 
apprehend. 

That  by  one  touch  only  of  the  "gonorrheal  matter 
the  eyes  may  be  inflamed,  is  proved  by  an  uncom¬ 
mon  but  certain  obfervation  :  *  A  certain  young 

man 

*  DeMorbis  Vener.  lib.  iii,  capit.  ifl.  edit.  2.  tom.  I.  p.  295b 
k  in  prima  edit,  p,  192* 
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man  was  accuftomed  for  a  long  time  every  morning 
to  wipe  or  wafh  his  eyes  in  hot  urine,  that  he  might 
ftrengthen  the  fight  of  his  eyes  ;  he  abftained  not 
from  this  wafhing  after  he  had  contracted  a  mod;  vi¬ 
rulent  gonorrhea,  not  fearing  any  mifchief  from 
thence  :  prefently  a  venereal  ophtalmia  followed, 
with  an  acrid  unvoluntary  flood  of  tears  from  the 
eyes,  which  were  likewile  bloodfhot  :  but  thefe  evils 
were  at  length  perfectly  cured  by  the  fame  remedies 
by  which  the  gonorrhea  was. 

Aftruc  jiiftly  remarks,  that  fuch  an  ophtalmia  is 
lefs  fevere  from  an  external  application  of  the  con¬ 
tagion,  whilft  the  gonorrhea  flows  in  the  mean  time  ; 
than  if  the  gonorrhea  was  fupprefs’d  ;  for  a  more  im¬ 
petuous  virus  would  rufh  into  the  eyes,  and  in 
a  greater  quantity. 

But  as  the  tunica  adnata  which  is  alfo  called  con- 
junEliva,  though  it  leems  to  be  flender,  confifts  of 
numberlefs  cells,  feparated,  and  yet  pervious  by  one 
another;  thele  little  cells  being  inflamed,  fluffed,  and 
fwelled,  liirround  the  pellucid  cornea,  which  ap¬ 
pears  lurroundecl  by  fuch  a  tumour  on  every  fide, 
whilft  the  rifing  ambitus  almoft  refembles  red  flefh, 
and  forms  an  ugly  fpe&acle,  efpecially  if  the  inter¬ 
nal  fuperficies  of  the  eye -lids,  contiguous  to  the 
bulb  of  the  eye,  is  in  like  manner  affeCled  ;  which 
may  eafily  happen  as  the  adnata  tunica  invefts  the 
internal  fuperficies  of  the  eye- lids. 

If  fuch  an  ophtalmia  fhould  have  had  its  rife  from 
a  poifon  externally  applied,  or  from  the  fuppreffion 
of  a  more  benign  gonorrhea,  it  will  be  more  gentle, 
and  may  be  cured  by  common  remedies.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  it  was  caufed  by  a  fudden  fuppreffion  of  a 
very  virulent  gonorrhea,  it  threatens  a  danger  of 
blindnefs.  A  celebrated  author  *  had  feen  two  young 
men  blinded  of  both  eyes  by  fuch  an  ophtalmia, 
fo  that  a  careful  application  of  all  remedies  was  in 
vain.  Nor  is  the  force  of  mercury  itfelf  to  be  trufted 

to^ 

*  De  Morbis  Vener,  lib.  iii.  capit.  iii.  p.  293. 
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to,  for  though  a  great  dofe  be  given,  the  fudden 
impetuofity  of  that  diforder  anticipates  the  efficacy, 
for  the  eye  is  loft  before  the  mercury  exerts  its 

power. 

The  prognoftic  figns  of  fuch  an  ophtalmia  de¬ 
pend  chiefly  on  the  knowledge  of  its  caufe,  name¬ 
ly,  the  fuppreffion  of  the  running  gonorrhea ;  for 
I  have  often  feen  that  tumour  of  the  tunica  adnata 
in  ophtalmias,  of  which  a  fuppreffied  gonorrhea 
was  in  no  manner  the  caufe,  and  alfo  the  cornea 
appear  as  almoft  buried.  The  cure  firft  ufed  in  this 
cafe  is,  baths  and  fomentations,  prepared  from  the 
moft  emollient  remedies,  applied  perpetually  to  the 
penis  and  its  neighbouring  parts,  by  which  the  run¬ 
ning  or  flux,  which  had  ceafed,  will  again  be  re¬ 
newed  *,  whilft  moderately  ftrengthening  fomenta¬ 
tions  are  at  the  fame  time  applied  to  the  eyes,  which 
v :  g  :  are  of  ace  turn  Lithargyrii  diluted  by  a  hun¬ 
dred  times  its  quantity  of  water.  Let  thofe  reme¬ 
dies,  fo  praifed  for  curing  an  inflammation,  in  fed. 
395,  be  alfo  brifkly  applied  ;  for  as  the  venereal 
contagion  is  acrid  and  corroding,  inflammations  of 
the  worft  confequences  (fee  Sed.  388.)  are  to  be 
feared. 

It  is  firft  to  be  obferved,  that  the  tunica  adnata 
or  the  membrana  conjunctiva  fo  called,  adheres  to  the 
tunica  albuginea,  which  fprings  from  the  tendons 
and  mufcles  of  the  eye,  and  that  the  cellular  tex¬ 
ture  is  interpofed,  and  that  this  inflamatory  tumour 
fticks  in  thefe  cells,  whilft  the  more  tender  veftels 
and  the  cells  are  filled  with  intruded  thick  blood, 
deprived  of  the  more  liquid  part,  (vide  Sed.  382.  2.) 
But  the  tunica  adnata  is  thin,  and,  together  with  the 
tranflucent  tunica  albuginea  placed  underneath,  con- 
ftitutes  the  white  of  the  eye,  as  it  is  called ;  the 
adnata  is  all  full  of  little  veftels,  fo  as  the  greateft 
part  of  thefe  only  contain  humours,  yet  thinner 
than  red  blood :  whence  the  whole  will  appear  white 
in  the  more  young ;  thefe  veftels  are  eaftly  dilated. 
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and  then  they  alfo  admit  a  thicker  fluid.  If  a  found 
man  rubs  his  eyes,  the  adnata  prefently  grows  red ; 
the  fame  happens  if  a  little  fand,  a  drop  of  wine  or 
vinegar  fhould  flick  between  the  eye-lid  and  the 
ball  of  the  eye,  for  then  the  eye-lids  are  (trained 
with  great  force,  and  they  prefs  red  blood  into  thefe 
little  veffels  eafily  giving  way  to  it ;  from  whence  the 
whole  white  of  the  eye  is  deeply  coloured  with  red. 
But  this  adnata,  fb  full  of  veffels  covers  the  pel¬ 
lucid  cornea,  from  which  it  may  be  feparated  by  the 
point  of  a  pen-knife  ;  and  moreover  confifls  of  ex¬ 
ceeding  minute  or  fender  veffels  in  this  place,  which, 
together  with  the  contained  liquid,  may  tranfmit  the 
rays  of  light :  if  therefore  the  veffels  of  the  adnata, 
where  it  covers  the  cornea,  by  a  violent  inflamma¬ 
tion  are  filled  with  thick  humours,  the  clearnefs  of 
the  cornea  is  deftroyed,  which  is  partly  or  entirely 
darkened. 

So  after  a  violent  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  fome 
white  opaque  fpots  are  bred  in  the  cornea  or  horny 
fubflance,  and  then  the  arterial  veffel  appears  red, 
which  (the  eyes  being  alfo  not  guarded)  is  eafy  to 
be  feen,  becaufe  it  tends  from  the  tunica  adnata, 
where  it  covers  the  albuginea  to  the  limbus  or  bor¬ 
der  of  the  cornea,  climbs  above  it  and  terminates  in 
the  center  of  fuch  macula  :  all  who  have  treated  the 
diforders  of  the  eyes  attentively,  mud  have  often  feen 
thefe  phenomena  ;  the  fame  hath  been  manifeflly 
confirmed  by  anatomical  injedtions  made  of  coloured 
materials.  Whilft  fome  oculifls  confidered  this, 
they  cut  fuch  a  red  veffel  full  of  arteries,  which  di- 
re&ly  tended  to  fuch  a  fpot,  before  it  pafs’d  over 
the  limbus  of  the  cornea ;  for  by  this  means  they 
endeavoured  to  prevent  or  to  take  care  that  the 
thicker  humours,  could  not  come  to  the  fpot  of  the 
cornea.  In  one  or  two  fuch  fwelling  veffels  by 
chance  this  may  be  tried  by  a  fkilful  hand,  but  the 
dark  fpot  of  the  cornea  remains,  although  the  veffel 
1  >  be 
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be  cut  :  and  Aftruc  acknowledges  this,  *  faying, 
porro  tamen  quantaciimque  fit  operations  virtus ,  et 
ejjjcacia ,  potejt  ilia  quidem  prefenti  noxe  mederi ,  &  im¬ 
minent!  occurrere ,  ac  vero  nequaquam  potejl  jam  con- 
iraClam  t oiler e ,  vel  corrigere :  u  Yet  furely  how  great 
tc  foever  the  virtue  and  efficacy  of  this  operation 
tc  may  be,  it  may  indeed  cure  the  prefent  mifehief, 

“  and  prevent  what  threatens,  but  it  can  in  no  man- 
<c  ner  take  away  or  corrupt  that  which  is  already 
tc  contracted  hence  he  advifes,  that  this  is  to  be 
the  more  fpeedily  tried,  as  it  is  the  only  remaining  me- 
thod  of  cure.  Voliut  fcilicet  circularem  tumentis  con¬ 
junctive  ambit um  ex  toto  exjcindere ,  exftirpare ,  ne 

qua  compreffionis  caufa  fuperejfet ,  unde  oculus  male  ha- 
beret  :  -f  He  would  moreover  cut  away  and  ex- 
tc  tirpate  the  circular  ambitus  entirely  of  this  fwel- 
ic  ling,  left  any  compreffion  ffiould  occur  from 
<c  whence  the  eye  might  be  injured.  He  deferibes 
the  manner  in  which  fuch  an  operation  ought  to  be 
attempted,  viz.  let  the  whole  circular  ambitus  neareft 
the  fclerotids  be  torn  away  by  the  end  of  the  forceps  ; 
but,  if  the  interior  fide  of  the  eye-lids  be  leized  with 
fuch  a  tumour,  fummis  forcipibus  pariter  detondenda 
efti  eff  deglubenda  •,  tc  it  is  in  like  manner  to  be 
“  pulled  oft  and  peeled  by  the  forceps.”  But  it  is 
well  known  how  fenfible,  how  irritable,  the  internal 
iuperficies  of  the  eyelids  is,  and,  if  what  was  faid 
in  the  general  hiftory  of  wounds,  (Secft.  158.  No.  5.) 
be  conlidered,  viz.  that  the  lips  of  the  wound  af 
terwards  begin  to  harden,  fwell,  grow  painful,  and 
torment,  together  with  a  light  fever  and  heat  attend¬ 
ing  *,  which  evils  then  only  begin  to  be  diminiffied, 
when  the  corruption  is  formed  ;  I  believe  that  it 
plainly  appears,  that  an  augmentation  of  this  dan¬ 
gerous  inflammation  is  to  be  feared  from  fuch  a 
feClion,  made  in  a  part  inflamed,  and  by  the  forceps, 
which  more  or  lefs  bruifes  the  lips  of  the  wound  in 

cutting 

*  De  Morbis  Vener.  lib  III,  cap.  vii.  p.  293. 

f  Ibidem,  p.  294. 
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.cutting ;  neither  can  fuch  a  wound,  which  is  equal 
to  the  whole  circumference  of  the  cornea,  be  called 
lmall  or  infignificant,  and  it  will  be  Hill  far  greater, 
if  the  internal  fuperficies  of  the  eye-lids  be  cut  in 
like  manner  ;  what  will  become  of  this  cornea,  or 
at  lead  of  its  extreme  lamella,  which  is  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  tunica  adnata,  as  hath  been  laid,  if  the 
vefleis  being  cut  in  all  the  ambitus,  it  be  entirely 
deprived  of  the  influx  of  thefe  vital  humours  ?  Thefe 
are  reafons  why  I  fhould  never  advife  this  operation. 
I  was  once  prefent  when  luch  a  circular  fedion  of 
the  adnata  was  attempted,  for  the  cure  of  an  opfi- 
talmia  of  long  Handing;  fome  perfons  admired  rhe 
dexterity  of  the  operator,  but  I  lamented  the  bad 
effed:  of  the  operation  :  yet  there  was  no  gonorrhea, 
to  whofe  fuppreffion  the  origin  of  this  complaint 
could  be  attributed  ;  fo  that  the  caufe  of  the  evil  was 
Hill  the  lighter.  - .  . 

In  the  fluor  albus  ]  Women  are  infeded  with  a 
fimiiar  difeafe  to  this  in  men,  affeded  by  impure 
coition  ;  and  they  in  like  manner  labour  under  a 
foetid  venereal  flowing  corruption  :  but  a  diverfity 
occurs  in  the  fymptoms,  on  account  of  the  different 
flrudure  of  their  parts.  The  vagina  of  an  infeded 
woman  furrounds  the  penis  every  where,  it  is  rubbed 
;and  agitated,  together  with  the  feed  it  receives  the 
corruption  of  the  gonorrhea,  which  afterwards  (lowly 
glides  away  ;  hence  it  is  no  wonder,  that  this  part 
is  frequently  infeded,  and  afterwards  disfigured  by 
venereal  ulcers.;  but  as  the  febaceal  glands,*  already 
mentioned,  are  moH  numerous  in  the  alas,  nymphae, 
and  in  the  lips  of  the  pudenda,  and  round  the 
Drifice  of  the  urinal  paffage,  are  found  more  caverns 
Dr  furrows  than  in  the  vagina,  which  is  naturally 
moiHened  by  a  lubricating  humour  ;  there  are  in  all 
:hefe  parts  fit  places,  there  is  a  mucofe  humour 
Vol.  XVII.  K  ready, 

v £  } '  . -v-  .  ■  *  ;  ^  ,  i. 

*  PerTpir.  Hippocr,  cap.  xlu.  p.  124.  Morgagu.  Advefh 
tab.  2. 
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ready,  in  which  the  venereal  virus  may  be  entangled, 
and  produce  fuch-like  evils  in  other  parts  of  the 
body. 

The  gonorrheal  tabus  or  corruption,  ejedted  with 
the  feed  from  an  infedted  man  in  coition,  touches 
the  fuperior  part  of  the  vagina,  where  the  mouth  of 
the  womb  receives  it :  this  upper  part  of  the  vagina 
is  fmooth,  here  is  no  wrinkle ;  fo  that  the  infe&ion 
rarely  comes  to  that  place,  on  account  of  the! 
fmoothnefs  of  the  furface,  and  becaufe  the  liquid, 
which  is  call  into  the  vagina  fpontaneoufly,  defcendi 
from  it.  At  about  a  third  part  of  the  length  of  the 
vagina  from  the  upper  end,  there  appears  hajf-rounc 
membranes  or  wrinkles  within  the  vagina,  which  are 
greater  and  more  numerous,  ail  the  way  down  th< 
vagina,  till  it  as  it  were  meets.  In  thefe  wrinkles  an 
placed  nervous  papillae,  the  inftruments  of  fenfuality 
and  likewife  little  mucous  folliculae  or  bladders. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  ulcers  have  been  pro? 
duced  in  the  vagina  from  impure  venery,  to  tin 
length  of  three  or  four  fingers  breadth ;  they  ar< 
broad  in  the  under  part,  and  narrow  in  the  upper 
and  thence  rcfemble  wounds  made  as  it  were  by  , 
fiffure  ;  the  courfe  of  fuch  wounds  is  in  a  diredtioi 
perpendicular  to  the  wrinkles  of  the  vagina.  The! 
ulcers  emit  a  corrupted,  thin,  corroding,  malignan 
matter,  by  which  men  who  lie  with  fuch  infedto 
women,  are  moil  fpeedily  infedted. 

As  long  as  the  evil  adheres  to  the  vagina,  efpe 
'dally  if  of  a  more  mild  nature,  it  is  not  infrequent! 
taken  for  the  fluor  albus ;  which,  as  it  frequent} 
occurs,  fuch  women  fometimes  do  not  fufpedt  their 
felves  to  have  been  infedled,  efpecially  if  they  befor 
had  laboured  under  the  fmali  fluor  albus. 

But  it  leems  that  the  gonorrhea  in  women  ca 
be  diftinguifhed  from  the  fluor  albus,  by  a  know 
ledge  of  the  caule,  viz.  of  fufpedled  venery,  whici 
caufe  they  are  for  the  mod:  part  accuflomed  to  cor: 
*  bdicjes,  the  fluor  albus  for  fome  months,  naj 

i  year 
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rears,  gradually  increafes  from  a  light  beginning, 
md  is,  but  in  fome  length  of  time,  rendered  acrid, 
mellow;  and  fometimes  greeniffi ;  at  length  a  gonor- 
hea  fuddenly  fprings  up,  continually  increases,  and 
hus  haftening  its  Heps  increafes  the  evil.  The 
:olour,  which  in  the  beginning  is  white,  fometimes 
oon  changes  into  yellow  and  green  ;  and  the  vefiels 
Deing  corroded,  a  mixture  of  blood  and  corruption 
lows  ;  then  the  vagina  fuffers  with  heat  and  pain  : 
)Utif  the  fluor  albus  has  been  inveterate,  a  greater 
quantity  of  matter  flows  than  is  obferved  to  how  in 
i  gonorrhea,  -f 

It  alfo  appears,  that  if  the  caufe  of  the  evil  ad- 
teres  to  the  vagina,  the  women  attacked  by  the  go- 
lorrhea,  can  be  free  from  the  difficulty  of  urine, 
:hat  attends  the  gonorrhea  in  men  ;  from  whence  it 
s  concluded,  that  the  gonorrhea  in  women  is  ealier 
0  be  fuffered,  caeteris  paribus,  than  in  men.  * 

This  female  gonorrhea,  depending  on  the  infedted 
:avity  of  the  vagina  only,  may,  for  diftinefion  fake, 
3e  called  the  firlt  fpecies. 

From  the  orifice  of  the  urethra  in  women,  under 
:he  clitoris,  placed  in  the  interval  of  the  nymphae, 
refembling  a  little  fwelling,  wrinkled,  and  bored  by 
nany  little  duffs,  may  be  preffed  a  vifeous  or 
nucofe  humour.  Thefe  mucofe  furrows  may,  by 
Lhemfelves,  or  together  with  the  vagina,  be  infeffed 
by  impure  venery.  Graafius  J  held  this  place  only 
for  the  feat  of  the  female  gonorrhea,  and  to  diitin- 
guiffi  it  from  the  fluor  albus,  he  would  have  the 
genitals  be  infpeffed.  Siquidem  meatus  urinarii  exi- 
tum  circumfiftentes  partes  {in  quibus  lacunarum  exit  us 
terminantur)  mucofa  quadam  materie  obfejfas ,  ac  inter¬ 
dam  exulceratas ,  reperies  ,  utero  ejusque  vagina  innoxiisy 
corpus  glandofum ,  five  projlatas  urethrae  circumpofitas , 
folum  male  affettas  fuijfe.  “  If  any  of  the  parts 

K  2  u  fur- 

f  Aftruc  Malad,  des  femmes,  tom.  II.  p.  228. 

*  Aftruc  de  Morbis  Vener.  lib.  iii.  cap.  i.  p.  167. 

J  De  Mulierum  organis.  cap.  ix.  p.  140,14.1. 
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cc  furrounding  the  exit  of  the  urinal  paflfage  (in 
“  which  the  exits  of  the  furrow  are  terminated)  be 
«  found  attacked  with  a  certain  mucofe  matter,  and 
«  fometimes  ulcerated  as  he  hath  feen  this  evil 
in  the  dead  body  of  an  infedled  woman  :  “  the 
“  womb  and  the  vagina  being  unhurt,  the  glandular 
«  body,  or  the  proftatae  placed  around  the  urethra 
<c  only  were  afiredted.”  That  fpecies  of  a  female 
gonorrhea  occurs  when  that  glandular  body,  in 
the  middle  of  which  the  orifice  of  the  urethra  is 
placed,  fwells,  grows  painful,  and  diftils  a  venereal 
corruption,  either  fpontaneoufiy  or  when  it  is  preffed. 
The  mufcie  which  Santorini  *  defcribes,  and  which  he 
terms  the  deprefior  of  the  urethra,  being  irritated, 
is  eredled,  and  makes  all  this  glandular  body  pro¬ 
minent  •,  from  whence  arifes  a  difficulty  of  making 
water;  yet  there  is  not  a  pain  or  fcalding  always  felt, 
whilft  the  urine  flows  •,  but  when  the  atfedted  place, 
being  ulcerated,  is  irritated  by  the  flowing  of  the 
urine,  the  women  feel  a  grievous  pain,  and  a  ten- 
fion  in  emitting  urine,  complaining  as  if  fomething 
had  fallen  out  from  the  vulva,  or  at  leaft  attempted 
to  do  fo.  But  fince  this  part  communicates  with  its 
neighbouring  cellular  part,  it  is  to  be  feared  left 
the  virus  ffiould  be  propagated  to  the  mount  of  ve- 
nus,  as  it  is  called,  which  hath  a  thicker  membrana 
adipofa,  a  moil  apt  feat  for  retaining  the  contagion, 
and  for  propagating  the  filthy  ulcers  bred  in  this 
place.  It  is  likewife  to  be  feared,  that  the  urethra 
may  be  corroded  by  a  neighbouring  ulcer  of  the 
glandular  body  ;  and  then  follows  the  moft  loathfomp 
flux  of  urine,  to  the  exterior  and  fuperior  places  of 
the  vulva. 

This  evil  may  be  called  the  fecond  fpecies  of  the 

female  gonorrhea. 

The  female  urethra,  arifing  from  the  gladder  or 
the  neck  of  it,  is  fcarcely  longer  than  the  breadth  of 
a  thumb,  in  a  curved  courfe,  is  turned  a  little  up¬ 
wards, 

f  Obferv^t.  Anatom,  cap.  p.  p.  2C§. 
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wards,  and  then  proceeds  outwards,  and  opens  un¬ 
der  the  clitoris.  The  channel  of  the  urethra  is  fpongy, 
like  that  in  a  man,  but  much  fhorter  ;  it  runs  between 
the  trunk  of  the  clitoris  and  the  vagina,  and  adheres 
to  them  both.  In  the  internal  fuperficies  fuch-like 
little  dudts  are  found,  from  which  a  vifcous  humour 
is  preffed  ;  from  whence  if  the  urethra  be  infedted 
by  a  venereal  contagion,  there  is  formed  a  third  fpe- 
cies  of  the  female  gonorrhea,  which  produces  fuch- 
like  evils  as  have  been  recited  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
gonorrhea  in  men  :  the  like  matter  flows,  attended 
with  a  painful  ftrapguary,  and  from  a  corroflon  in 
the  urethra  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  urine  may  pafs 
through  the  vagina. 

In  the  lips  of  the  female  flnus  on  both  Tides,  at 
the  under  part  almoft,  under  the  fphin&er  of  the 
vagina,  is  placed  a  great  gland  equal  to  a  great  pea ; 
and  each  of  thefe  glands  has  a  remarkable  emiflary 
or  opening,  from  which  a  quantity  of  vifcous  li¬ 
quid  can  be  preflfed,  and  is  believed  to  go  forth 
fpontaneoufly  in  the  time  of  the  venereal  oeftrum. 
The  celebrated  Morgagni  *  delineated  the  fp reading 
orifices  of  thefe  glands,  and  hath  fhewn  in  a  draught 
one  fuch  gland  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  parts. 
Santorini  f  delineated  alfo  one  of  thefe  glands, 
which  ftood  towards  the  outfide  of  the  lower  part 
of  the  vagina  ;  Cafparo  Bartholino  likewife  delineated 
the  proftatae.  It  is  plain,  that  the  venereal  miafma 
may  be  fpontaneoufly  received  by  the  wide  orifices 
of  thefe  glands.  This  evil  is  wont  to  begin  with  a 
troublefome  itching,  which  is  followed  by  a  tumour 
and  pain  of  the  part ;  the  quantity  of  flowing  moif- 
ture,  refembling  the  gonorrheal  corruption  is  in- 
creafed  ^  fuch  tumour  being  fometimes  one,  and 
iometimes  two,  appear  in  the  interfeemineum,  and 
are  diftinguiflied  from  buboes,  with  which  they  are 
iometimes  confounded.  All  the  evils  faid  to  have  at- 

K  3  tended 

*  Adverfar.  Anatom,  tom.  i.  tab.  iii.  *  #  if  litera  H, 
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tended  the  Cowperian  glands  in  the  gonorrhea  in 
men,  are  here  to  be  feared  in  like  manner  *,  for,  un- 
lefs  fuch  a  tumour  can  be  brought  to  the  outfide, 
or  that  the  venereal  corruption  be  freely  evacuated 
by  the  little  dudts  into  the  vagina,  all  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  parts  are  corroded,  and  the  word  of  finuous  ul¬ 
cers  are  bred  ;  the  vagina  and  neighbouring  inteftine 
re  Slum  are  fo  corroded,  that  the  fasces  go  forth 
through  the  vagina  :  the  molt  profligate  proditutes 
are  accuftomed  to  reproach  one  another  for  this 
mod:  filthy  evil,  whilft  they  are  under  cure  in  hof- 
pitals. 

This  may  be  called  the  fourth  fpecies  of  the  fe¬ 
male  gonorrhea. 

But  the  vagina  is  the  place  mod  frequently  af¬ 
fected  in  chefe  gonorrheas  :  this  evil  is  obferved  in 
the  urethra  itfeif,  and  in  the  ambit  of  its  orifice,  as 
hath  been  faid *,  and  as  that  which  is  injedled  into 
the  female  finus,  by  a  man  infedted  with  the  gonor¬ 
rhea,  fpontaneoufly  defcends  towards  the  inferior 
part  of  the  vagina,  where  the  little  dudts  of  the 
glands,  jud  now  defcribed,  open,  they  feem  to 
be  fully  expofed  to  that  venereal  infedtion. 

It  isjudly  doubted,  whether  the  gonorrhea  more 
deeply  penetrates  the  womb,  or  infedts  the  Fallopian 
tubes,  or  the  ovaria  :  it  feems  poflible  that  the  JLues, 
when  difperfed  throughout  the  whole  body  may  in- 
fedt  thefe  parts,  but  it  is  not  made  out,  as  far  as  I 
know,  that  the  gonorrhea  had  penetrated  unto  the 
womb,  and  there  excited  fuch  an  evil.  Yet  it  is 
true  that  fome  celebrated  anatomids  had  found  fome 
quasdam  vejiculas ,  varia  magnitudine ,  omnes  vero  fub- 
rotundas ,  aut  ovales ,  internam  prope  totam  cervicis 
faciem  confertis  agminibus  obtinentes  ;*  “  little  vefiels 
44  in  the  neck  of  the  womb :  thefe  were  all  different 
44  in  magnitude,  but  roundifh  or  oval,  fo  clofe  as  to 
44  occupy  almod  the  whole  internal  part  of  the 
44  neck.”  Thefe  they  have  delineated  in  a  difledted 

womb. 
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womb,  -f  Different  authors  would  turn  thefe  little 
veffels  to  various  ufes  :  fome  faid  they  were  the  Hy- 
datides ;  others  the  Ova  in  women  ;  others  ftated, 
that  this  fabric  of  thefe  veffels  digefted  a  vifcous  hu¬ 
mour,  by  which  the  mouth  of  the  pregnant  womb 
wasfhut  up.  The  celebrated  Morgagni  could  always 
prefs  a  quantity  of  tough  mlicofe  matter  from  thefe 
veffels  5  but  as  it  has  been  often  before  faid,  the 
mucofe,  fat,  vifcous  matter  is  very  apt  by  its  glewifh 
nature  to  entangle  the  miafma,  fo  as  to  fix  it  in  a?particu- 
lar  part  of  the  body  *,  this  is  frequently  feen,  namely, 
in  the  neck  of  the  womb  where  the  fame  ought  to 
happen.  Santorini ,*  who  accurately  defcribed  thefe 
veffels,  and  delineated  them,  J  denied  Hydatides  ejfe% 
neque  novas  fceminei  feminis  fcatebras ,  ant  novum  mu- 

liebri  cervici  datum  ovarium  \ - Ne  vero  id  pr<ete- 

ream ,  quod  a  Clariff.  Morgagno ,  harum  par  Hum,  ut 
&  cater  arum,  fcrutatori  accuratijfimo ,  adnotatum  fuit% 
vix  unquam  quidquam  vitii  in  iisdem  me  deprehendijfe% 
licet  putidijjima  fcorta ,  cateris  alioqui  partibus  corrupt a% 
dijfecuijjem  :  44  that  the  Hydatides  are  new  fprings 

44  of  the  female  feed,  or  a  new  ovarium  given  to 
44  the  female  cervix  of  the  bladder.”  He  then  adds 
the  following ;  44  but  that  I  fhould  not  pafs  by 
44  what  has  been  noted  by  the  celebrated  Morgagni 
<c  and  other  accurate  fcrutators  of  thefe  and  the  reft 
44  of  thefe  parts,  I  have  fcarcely  ever  found  out 
“  any  defeat  in  them,  though  I  have  diffected  a 
44  moft  foetid  harlot  otherwife  corrupted  in  her  other 
14  parts.”  Some  obfervations  on  the  ulcerated  tubes 
of  the  womb,  are  read  in  Morgagni ;  j]  yet  the  doubt 
feems  to  remain,  whether  the  gonorrhea  has  been 
propagated  fo  far,  or  whether  the  virus  really  had, 
trom  the  firft  infedted  mafs  of  humours,  been  depo- 
fited  bv  a  metaftafis  in  thefe  places. 

K4  It 

f  Morgagni  Adverf.  Anat.  i.  p.  44.  tab.  iii.  L.  L. 

*  Obfervat.  Anatom,  cap.  xi.  §.  9.  p.  213,  &feq. 

I  Ibidem,  tab.  iii.  fig.  lit.  B. 

I  De  fedibus  &  caafis  Morbor.  &c.  tpm.  ii.  p.  369. 
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It  fully  appears,  that  the  gonorrhea  is,  cseteris 
paribus,  eafier  to  be  borne  by  women  than  men  y 
for  they  may  be  attacked  with  this  diforder,  and  ftili 
have  no  hurt  in  the  urethra  ,  whilft  the  fomes  of  the 
diforder  adheres  in  the  loculi  of  the  vagina  ;  in  them 
there  is  no  dyfuria  from  hence,  or  it  is  by  far  milder 
than  in  men,  though  even  die  female  urethra  had 
been  affeded  5  for  it  is  by  far  fhorter  and  lefs  in- 
curvated.  Befides,  women  are  hardly  liable  to  the 
attendant  evils  of  the  gonorrhea,  the  phymofis,  pa- 
raphymofis,  cicatrices  of  the  urethra,  caruncula, 
&c.  * 

.  Yet  thefe  evils  are  more  difficult  to  be  cured  in 
them,  becaufe  they  eafily  negled  the  light  difeharge 
which  remains  after  a  gonorrhea  badly  cured,  be¬ 
caufe  moft  women  are  accuftomed  to  have  the  vulva 
and  the  vagina  perpetually  humid  ;  but  as  they  then 
fcarcely  feel  any  pain,  they  defpife  ail  medicines  : 
on  the  contrary,  men  are  more  docile,  and  fear  yet 
worfe  evils,  as  long  as  the  lead  or  unaccuilomed  mat¬ 
ter  flows  from  the  penis.  A  celebrated  author,  f 
where  he  defcribes  the  prognoftics  of  the  Lues  Ve¬ 
nerea,  breaks  forth  in  thefe  words ;  Ctetero ,  quod  Go w 
norrhosam  multebrem ,  hanc  jam  dudum  immedicabilem 
fiatuimus :  “  that  the  female  gonorrhea  of  a  Jong 
“  /landing,  is  judged  by  us  to  be  incurable  y*  in  thole 
women  who  are  of  a  lax  conflitution,  and  thofe  parts 
commonly  difehargmg  fame  moiflure,  fome  drop¬ 
ping  humidity,  may  remain  a  long  while,  though 
the  whole  venereal  virus  had  been  already  fubdued 
but  that  difeharge  will  be  white  and  mucofe,  and  no 
more  infectious.  This  matter  will  be  afterwards 
treated  of  in  fed.  1459,  wfere  the  cure  of  the  go¬ 
norrhea  is  fet  forth. 

s  * .  \  k 

*  Aftruc  de  morb.  Vener.  lib.  iii.  cap.  i.  p,  167. 

f  Vercellonus  de  Pudendcr.  morb.  &  Lue  Yen.  cap.  iv.  p.  227. 
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SECT.  MCCCCXLVIIL 

TH  E  contagion  being  communicated 
through  the  lymphatic  abforbent  vef- 
fels,  the  inguinal  glands  lwell  then  to  vene¬ 
real  buboes  in  either  fex. 

The  groin  is  called  bubones  in  Greek,  and  the  tu¬ 
mours  of  the  glands  in  the  groins,  are  known  by 
the  fame  name,  (fee  Sedt.  416.)  The  tumours  of 
other  glands  diiperfed  through  the  reft  of  the  body, 
are  in  like  manner  called  buboes.  Cuftom  has  iinoe 
caufed  the  tumours  bred  under  the  arm-pits,  and  in 
the  groin,  to  be  particularly  diftinguiftied  by  this 
name  :  they  are  frequently  obferved  in  the  Lues 
Venerea,  and  as  the  groin  was  formerly  taken  for 
the  emundtorium  of  the  liver,  from  the  buboes  an 
argument  was  raifed  to  prove,  that  the  firft  infedtion 
in  the  Lues  attacked  the  liver,  and  was  afterwards 
driven,  by  the  force  of  this  inteftine,  to  various 
parts  of  the  body  ;  concerning  which  theie  things  faid 
in  Sedt.  1445.  may  be  feen  :  from  whence  Fallopius * 
faid,  Hepar ,  infeftum  Gallico ,  tent  at  emiffionem  ad 
propria  emunbloria.  Si  materia  crajd ,  transfundit  ad 
inguina  \  ft  tenuis ,  ad  colem  ;  aliquando  ad  dextrumr 
aliquando  ad  finiftrum ,  aliquando  ad  utrumque ,  latus^ 
aliquando  in  media  pube.  Ego  tres  vidi  bubones ,  indi¬ 
cant  es*  maxim  as  vires  expultrices ,  &  materia  infeffa 
copiam  :  “  The  liver,  infedted  by  the  French  difeafe, 
“  attempts  a  difcharge  of  humours  towards  its  par- 
“  ticular  emundtoria  or  cleanfing  channels  *,  if  the 
“  matter  is  thick,  it  transfers  it  to  the  groin  ;  if 
“  thin,  to  the  yard  ^  fometimes  to  the  right,  fome~ 
“  times  to  the  left  fide,  fometimes  to  both,  and 
“  fometimes  to  the  middle  of  the  pubes,  I  have 
'  fee  n 

*  Apltfodifiac,  p.  S20. 
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“  feen  three  buboes  indicating  very  flrong  expellent 
tc  force,  and  a  quantity  of  infedled  matter/' 

Thefe  buboes  ufually  occupy  one  or  both  fides  of 
the  groin,  the  pubes  but  feidom  ;  a  bubo  in  the 
pubes  never  fell  under  my  infpedtion,  and,  I  believe 
that  numbers  of  other  phyficians  and  furgeons  had 
never  feen  one:  I  do  not  intend  to  call  Fallopius' & 
©bfervation  upon  this  matter  in  queflion.  It  fome- 
times  happens,  that  the  buboes  acquire  a  confide- 
rable  bignefs,  and  if  one  fuch  arifes  in  either  groin, 
the  expanded  mafs  of  fuch  tumours  may  become 
contiguous,  fo  as  to  occupy  the  intermediate  tubes. 
Fallopius  himfelf  obferves,*  Quoties  glandula  talis  in - 
iumuerit ,  ita  magnus  fit  tumor ,  ut  excedat  magnitudi- 
nem  panis  unius  folidi :  “  As  often  as  fuch  a  gland 
“  fwells,  fo  as  that,  the  tumour  becomes  great, 
“  and  exceeds  the  magnitude  of  a  fmall  loaf  of 
“  bread/’ 

He  obferves  very  juftly,  f  Natura  hujus  tumoris 
eft,  ut  ftatim  incipiat  erumpere  tumor ,  qui  duum  eft 
gene  rum  :  ahquando  colligitur  materia  circa  glandes  in 
membrana  veftiente  glandulas,  vel  replente  cavitatem  in- 
guinum  •,  aliquando  fubftantia  propria  glandula  intu - 
mefcit :  The  nature  of  this  tumour,  which  is  of 

46  two  kinds,  is  to  break  out  immediately  *,  fome- 
u  times  there  is  matter  colleded  about  the  glands 
<c  in  the  membrane  that  unfolds  them,  or  fills  the 
“  cavity  of  the  groins  5  fometimes  the  very  fub- 
<c  fiance  of  the  gland  itfelf  fwells.”  It  is  certain 
that  the  inguinal  glands  are  fufficiently  involved  and 
covered  by  the  tunica  cellulofa ,  which  like  wife  fuffers 
itfelf  to  be  diflended  in  all  its  circumference ;  from 
whence  it  is  to  be  dreaded,  that  the  buboes  will  be 
larger  if  the  venereal  virus  has  alfo  infedted  the 
membrana  cellulofa,  than  if  it  had  fixed  its  feat  in 
the  gland  only ;  which  kind  of  buboe  puzzles  the 
phyficians,  becaufe  it  never  comes  to  maturity  or 
fuppuration.  E  contra  illius,  qui  eft  extra  glandes ,  pri- 

mum 


*  ^phrodifiac.  p.  82c. 


f  Ibidem^ 
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mum  fignum  eft  parvitas  *,  fecundum ,  celeris  mutatio  ; 
tertio.,  cognofcimus  ad  tattum^  tumorem  effe  in  mem - 
branis ,  ^  aliquod  corpus  circumfcriptum , 

intumeat :  “  On  the  other  hand,  a  fmall  appear - 
<c  anee  is  the  firft  fign  of  that  which  is  beyond  the 
“  gland  ;  the  fecond  is  its  quick  change ;  the  third 
“  is  that  we  know  by  feeling  that  the  tumour  is  in 
“  the  membranes,  and  that  it  is  no  other  circum- 
u  fcribed  body  which  is  fwelled.”  It  plainly  ap¬ 
pears,  that  a  tenuity  of  the  tumour  is  rather  to  be 
expedted  from  the  affedted  gland,  than  from  the 
fwelling  membrana  adipofa. 

I  have  often  and  carefully  oblerved  buboes  at 
their  rife.  The  patients  begin  to  complain  of  a  cer-» 
tain  tenfion  in  the  groin,  fometimes  of  a  dull  obtufe 
pain ;  then  I  could  feel  the  glands  as  yet  but  a  lit¬ 
tle  increafed,  yet  diftindt,  and  placed  or  ranged 
lengthwife  along  the  groin  :  they  are  foon  increafed 
in  bulk,  and  unite  almoft  into  one  mafs,  which  af¬ 
terwards  often  rifes  into  a  great  tumour ;  and  then  it 
feems  that  the  glands  do  not  alone  conftitute  this  tu¬ 
mour,  but  that  the  membrana  cellulofa  is  alfo  in- 
fedted :  belides,  this  feems  to  be  confirmed  by  prac¬ 
tical  obfervations.  Buboes  of  a  large  fize  are  hap¬ 
pily,  and  fometimes  foon  diminiffied  by  the  power 
of  mercury  ;  but  though  they  partly  difappear,  there 
remains  as  it  were  a  hard  gloffy  kernel,  which 
yields  to  that  power  with  great  difficulty,  and  fome¬ 
times  changes  into  an  incorrigible  hard  fchirrus  or 
fwelling. 

See  thefe  matters  already  mentioned  in  Sedt.  1 337, 
where  the  fuppuration  of  the  breafts,  and  likewife 
the  diverfity  of  cure  are  treated  of,  according  as  the 
irremediable  inflamation  is  feated  in  the  cellular  part, 
the  glandular,  or  in  both  parts  of  the  breafts  at 
once. 

Bubo  aut  ftatim  apparet ,  antequam  aliud  malum  in, 
corpore  cernatur ,  aut  poftquam  ulcufcula  penis  Chirur - 
gorum  curiojitate  nimis  prop  ere  Janata  fundi  #ut  poft¬ 
quam 
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quam  Gonorrhea  intempeftive  fuppreftd  eft  *  “  A  buboe 
“  either  immediately  appears  before  any  other  evil 
“  may  be  difcerned  in  the  body,  or  aftesfome  ul- 
“  cers  in  the  penis  are  too  foon  healed,  through 
“  great  eagernefs  of  the  furgeons,  or  after  an  un- 
“  feafonable  fupprefliomof  a  gonorrhea.  Alexander 
Monro  demonftrates  -f,  that  the  vaiculous  lymphatic 
veffels  abforb  the  fluids  by  their  mouths,  in  many 
places  of  the  body  *  he  alfo  remarks,  that  many  con¬ 
globated  glands  receive  fome  certain  branches  of 
thofe  veins  in  themfelves.  It  therefore  will  not  feem 
wonderful,  that  the  venereal  poifon  ftrikes  into  thefe 
abforbent  veffels,  whilff  young  men  are  in  the  em¬ 
braces  of  filthy  harlots  ;  and  being  conveyed  to  thefe 
conglobated  glands,  together  with  the  lympha  ve- 
nofa,  fp reads  the  infedtion  through  them.  It  is  like- 
wife  to  be  feared,  if  the  virus  had  formed  an  ulcer 
in  the  penis,  or  had  produced  a  gonorrhea  in  the 
urethra,  and  fufficient  care  be  not  taken  that  the 
contagious  virus  be  difcharged  from  thefe  places 
by  perpetual  lotion,  or  a  copious  flux,  being  ab- 
forbed  by  thefe  glands,  will  eafily  adhere  and  raife 
them  into  a  tumour.  It  feems  probable  that  thefe 
glands  are  infedted  before  the  reft,  which  are  more 
near  to  the  place  firft  affedted.  Thus  buboes  are 
formed  from  the  infedted  pudenda  by  venery  ;  nurfes 
who  fuckle  infedted  children  are  likewile  fo  infedted  : 
among  the  firft  figns  of  the  contagion,  tumours 
often  manifeft  themfelves  under  the  arm-pits.  In 
infants  to  whom  the  contagion  is  communicated  by 
infedted  nurfes,  the  glands  of  the  neck  are  often  firft 
invaded. 

This  is  farther  confirmed  by  thofe  circumftances, 
which  are  obferved  to  happen  in  the  innoculation 
of  the  fmall-pox.  A  flight  incifion  is  made  in  the 
arm,  to  which  a  thread  infedted  with  the  pocky  mat¬ 
ter' 

*  Alex.  Trajan.  Petron.  de  Morbo  Gallico  lib,  vii,  cap.  v« 
Aphrodifiac.  p.  1325. 

f  De  Venis  Lymphat.  Valvul.  p.  46,  &  feq. 
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ter  is  applied  •,  tumours  then  gather  under  the  arm- 
pits  :  from  whence  many  fkilful  phyficians  conclude, 
that  this  innoculation  had  not  been  inftituted  in  vain  ; 
for  it  is  a  fign  that  the  poifon  of  the  fmall-pox  is  ab~ 
forbed.  But  as  the  innoculation  is  only  now  made  in 
one  arm,  and  not  in  both  as  formerly,  the  axillary 
glands  of  that  fame  fide,  are  only  accuftomed  to 
fwell  f. 

From  hence  it  appears,  that  a  buboe  in  the  groin 
gives  a  fignal  of  the  contagion’s  reception  in  the 
veins  ;  and  if  the  whole  is  fixed  in  that  tumour,  the 
patient  may  (till  be  as  yet  free  from  the  difeafe  :  but 
that  is  altogether  uncertain  ;  for  part  of  the  virus 
only  might  have  fixed  here,  and  the  reft  of  it,  being 
mixed  with  the  mafs  of  humours,  may  infed  the  whole 
body  ;  from  hence  we  learn  why  thefe  buboes  are  to 
be  always  fufpeded  by  the  fkilful.  From  whence 
Sydenham  J  has,  after  treating  of  the  gonorrhea, 
fubjoined  the  following  opinion  :  At  vero ,  quoties 
morbi  diuturnitate ,  6f  in  diftis  partibus  mora ,  conta- 
gium  furfum  fertur ,  &  fenfim  fanguini  labem  imprimit , 
aut  materia  virulent  a,  indebit  0  adjlringentium  ufu ,  in 
corpore  retenta  eft,  putrefcunt  humores ,  vera  Lues  ex- 
oritur ,  in  qua  tumor es.  Jive  bubones ,  f&pe  in  inguine 
comparenteSi  primum  ejus  gradum  conftituunt  :  “  But 
“  as  often  as  the  contagion,  by  a  long  continuance 
“  of  the  difeafe,  and  a  delay  in  the  parts  mentioned, 
**  is  carried  into  the  upper  parts  of  the  body,  and 
*c  .gradually  contaminates  the  blood  ;  or  when  a  poi- 
c<-  fonoiis  matter  is  retained  in  the  body,  by  the 
cc  wrong  ufe  of  aftringents,  the  humours  putrify, 
*c  a  real  Lues  is  from  thence  bred  *,  and  then  tu^ 
<c  rriours  or  buboes  appearing  in  the  groin,  confti- 

tute  the  firft  ftep  of  this  difeafe.”  This  fome- 
times  happens,  and  I  have  feen  buboes  arife  in  pa¬ 
tients  foon  after  impure  venery,  yet  ftill  without  any 
4cvil  appearing  in  any  other  part  of  the  body  j  nor 

is 

f  De  Venis  Lymphat.  Valvul.  p.  48, 

$  Epiftol.  Refponf.  u.  p.  41 6, 
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is  this  a  flight  evil ;  for  it  fhows  the  contagion  of  the 
Lues  to  be  fo  abtive  as  not  to  adhere  to  the  parts  to 
which  it  was  immediately  applied,  but  that  being 
received  into  a  velfel  it  had  penetrated  farther  ;  hence 
if  it  is  not  driven  from  the  body  by  a  proper  reme¬ 
dy,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  the  whole  body  will  be 
Contaminated  by  it.  So  have  I  feen  not  only  bu¬ 
boes  raifed  in  the  groin  of  a  robuft  young  man,  in 
three  days  after  a  connexion  with  a  proftitute, 
but  his  whole  fkin  deformed  with  vari  or  knots. 
The  fame  often  happens  wheri  venereal  fhankers, 
(formerly  called  a  caries  by  thole  authors  who  wrote 
of  the  Lues)  are  treated  with  repelling  and  drying 
medicines  :  from  whence  Fallopius  J  ftridUy  advifes. 
Si  fuerit  caries  vere  Gallica ,  &  non  levis ,  fed  maligna , 
*vel  malignijfima ,  fugite  v  abide ,  led  pure>  tepellentia  \ 
quia  nafcerentur  bub  ones  ;  “  Beware  of  ufing  ftrong 
“  repellent  remedies,  in  cafe  of  fuch  a  caries  or 
cc  fhankers,  whether  of  the  mildeft  or  moil  malig- 
u  nant  nature,  for  buboes  proceed  from  thence.” 
Buboes  ufualiy  follow  a  recent  infe&ion,  or  venereal 
fhankers  in  the  genital  parts,  when  treated  by  a  bad 
method,  or  a  gonorrhea  when  fupprefs’d.  To  thefe 
caufes  JJlruc  added  another  ;  -f  Si  demum  citra  ullum 
(oitum  pr oxime  pragrefjum  fponte  contingunt ,  If  fignum 
latentis  luis  Venereae  Pathognomicum  conftituunt ;  “  And 
“  finally,  if  they  fpontaneoufly  happen  without  any 
late  coition,  they  conflitute  a  pathognomic  fign  of 
a  lurking  venereal  difeafe.”  It  is  certainly  true, 
that  the  venereal  virus,  mixed  with  circulating  hu¬ 
mours,  may  be  afterwards  depofited  in  different 
parts  of  the  body  ;  fo  that  it  is  not  inconfi flent  that 
buboes  may  be  raifed  in  this  manner :  yet  this  is 
feldom  known  to  happen  ;  at  leafl  I  have  never  feen 
any  buboes,  whofe  origin  was  not  due  to  recent 
coition,  or  gonorrhea,  or  fhankers  badly  cured.  It 
|s  alfo  well  known,  that  it  is  cuflomary  in  fuch  pa¬ 
tients 

$  Be  Morb.  Gallic.  Cap.  Ixxxi,  Aphrodif  p.  $14} 

4  Lib.  iii,  cap*  v.  p.  218, 
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dents  to  confefs  their  juvenile  frolicks,  rather  than 
blufli  at  Inch  like  errors  committed  in  a  date  of 
maturity. 

A  venereal  buboe  is  diftinguifhed  from  other  tu¬ 
mours  of  the  groin,  by  being  preceded  by  impure, 
or  at  lead  fo  fufpedled  venery,  by  venereal  fliankers, 
or  a  gonorrhea.  If  the  groin  be  touched  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  a  bubo,  the  glands  are  perceived  to  fwell 
more  than  ufual  in  depth,  which  being  more  in- 
creafed,  are  united  into  one  hard  mafs,  and  condi- 
tute  a  larger  tumour  at  the  bale,  and  are  more  ac- 
cuminated  at  the  top;  the  colour  of  the  Ikin  appears 
not  changed  from  its  natural  date,  but  afterwards 
grows  red,  when  the  buboe  %is  inflamed  and  tends 
to  a  fuppuration.  A  buboe  is  not  eafily  confounded 
with  an  hernia  in  the  groin,  except  by  unfkilful  per- 
fons  ;  for  it  is  oblong  from  its  beginning,  of  an  un¬ 
equal  fuperficies,  and  is  formed  upon  a  large  bafe ; 
the  furface  of  the  hernia  is  fmooth  and  light,  ap¬ 
proaching  to  a  fpherical  form,  and  eafily  yields  to 
the  preflure  of  a  finger,  if  not  incarcerated;  then 
fome  grievous  fymptoms,  fuch  as  a  vomiting,  fits  of 
the  cholic,  a  fever,  &c.  attend  it ;  but  thefe  never 
accompany  a  buboe.  If  the  hernia  is  not  incarce¬ 
rated,  it  yields  to  the  touch,  the  tumour  is  dimb- 
jiifhed  by  preflure,  and  the  wind  puffed  therein 
drikes  found  into  the  abdomen  ;  all  thefe  fymptoms 
are  far  didant  from  a  buboe.  Yet  if  a  foftnefs  is 
perceived  in  a  buboe  already  fuppurated,  or  dill 
fuppurating,  or  a  lurking  liquid  is  obferved  by  an 
obfcure  flu&uation  in  the  buboe,  all  that  is  final} 
and  deep,  and  only  occupies  the  middle  of  the  tu- 
mour.f  But  where  the  hernia  has  already  defcended 
into  the  fcrotum,  it  bears  no  manner  of  fimilitude  to 
a  buboe. 

Sometimes  the  buboe  remains  a  long  while  un¬ 
changeable,  after  it  has  obtained  its  whole  magni¬ 
tude,  and  it  acquires  a  diverfity  of  appellations,  ac¬ 
cording 

?  iij.  cap.  v.  p.  233, 
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cording  to  the  variety  of  its  changes ;  if  it  begins  to 
be  painful,  hot,  and  red,  it  is  called  p hlegmonodes ; 
if  a  fuppuration  enfues,  it  may  be  called  puodes\  if 
it  entirely  hardens,  and  remains  fo  a  long  while,  it  is 
termed  f chirr  odes. 

From  hence  its  different  prognoftics  appear,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  various  date  of  the  tumour ;  here  a 
fuppuratiorl  is  not  fo  to  be  dreaded,  but  rather  to  be 
wilhed,  if  equally  fpread  ;  thefchirrus  is  more  dread¬ 
ful  than  the  reft,  as  the  worft  of  evils  may  follow 
from  thence  ;  all  thefe  will  be  treated  of  hereafter, 
in  Sedf.  146/. 


SECT.  MCCCCXLIX. 


N  D  in  men  a  great  inflammation  of  the 


member  in  a  ihort  time  turned  to  a 


gangrene. 

The  penis,  as  hath  been  faid,  is  chiefly  expofed 
to  the  danger  of  a  contagion  in  the  adt  of  impure 
•wenery ;  hence  this  is  fo  often  infedted  before  any 
other  part  of  the  body.  But  a  pimple  or  fpot,  itch¬ 
ing  and  hot,  with  a  gentle  inflammation,  rifes  in  that 
place  where  the  venereal  miafma  begins  to  adhere 
(fee  SedL  1444  *,)  from  whence  if  this  inflammation 
be  irritated  any  way,  on  account  of  the  fenfibility  of 
the  part  affedted,  the  worft  of  evils  may  be  the  con- 
fequence.  The  venereal  eredtion,  by  which  the  af¬ 
fedted  member  fwells  and  ftiffens,  is  often  the  caufe 
of  a  ftronger  inflammation  j  for  this  reafon,  as  will 
be  hereafter  faid  concerning  the  cure  of  this  d  if- 
eafe,  it  is  ordered,  that  low  and  emollient  diet  be 
ufed  by  thofe  labouring  under  this  difeafe  *,  the  ufe 
of  wine  and  all  fpirituous  liquors  is  forbidden  them  ; 
they  are  alfo  advifed  to  fhun  all  occafions  of  an  ereq- 
*ion  in  the  penis,  by  lafcivious  difcourfes,  books, 


pidtures, 
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pi&ures,  or  fuch  like  exciting  obje&s  ;  together 
with  thofe  of  luftful  dreams,  than  which  nothing 
is  more  hurtful.  If  the  evil  is  already  ripe,  and 
thefe  parts  are  corroded  by  a  venereal,  ulcer,  how 
great  is  the  danger  of  a  rupture  in  the  veifels  ! 
The  urethra  is  fometimes  obferved  to  be  greatly 
fwelled  in  a  fevere  gonorrhea,  as  alio  to  be  gnawed 
by  ulcers,  from  whence  arifes  a  mod  intenfe  pain, 
whilft  the  penis  is  in  erection  ;  nor  can  it  yet  be  co¬ 
extended  in  eredion  ;  the  rigid  penis  ftiffening,  is 
incurvated  downwards  as  if  with  a  cord,  and  then 
it  is  termed  a  gonorrhoea  chordata ,  or  chordee.  -f  It 
fometimes,  and  but  rarely  happens  in  a  fevere  go¬ 
norrhea  only,  that  the  ligament  of  the  penis,  %y 
which  it  is  bound  to  the  commiftfura  of  the  ojjd  pubis, 
and  likewife  that  other  ligament  proceeding  from 
the  corpora  cavernofa,  which  conftitute  the  penis, 
are  inflamed  ;  then  the  penis  is  necelfarily  diftended 
thus  with  pain,  or  bent  upwards,  or  obliquely  in¬ 
clined  to  one  fide  :  it  fometimes  happens,  that  thefe 
fufferers  have  an  eredion  of  the  penis  in  their  deep, 
though  they  avoid  all  temptations  of  venery,  efpe- 
cially  if  they  lie  long  on  their  backs ;  then  a  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  feed  enfues,  which  is  attended  with 
the  mofb  acute  pains.  What  violence  muft  the  in¬ 
flamed  penis  then  fufFer,  when  diftorded  to  this  or 
tnat  fide  !  how  great  is  the  danger  of  a  rupture  of 
the  veflTels  !  of  which  behold  a  Angular  inftance  : 
Juveni  rigidus  penis  vehement er  inflexus  fuerat.  Poft 
ibi  loci  tumor  nafci ,  crefereque ;  cute  fuper  eum,  ut  fuper 
corpus  penis  reliquum ,  mobili.  Quum  ineftet  mollitudo 
qua  dam,  qualis  maturiori  apoftemati ,  mo  lli  a  unguent  a 
appofita,  &  cataplafmata ,  quo  maturaretur ,  quod  ere - 
deb  at  nr,  apoftema:  ex  quo  increvit .  Spe  nulla  apparent  e, 
hac  curatione  ruptum  iri ,  tumor ,  quod  dijfuaferam ,  in- 
cifus  eft  plaga  magna,  Mox  fanguis  erumpere ,  pra~ 
tereaque  nihil :  erumpere  cum  irnpetu ,  ut  reprimi  pri- 
mum  non  poffet ,  deinde  <cgre  reprejfus  fuerit,  nec  plane . 
Voh,  XVII.  L  Juvene, 

f  Ibidem,  lib.  iii,  cap.  i.  p,  161.  &  lib.  iv.  cap.  xi.  p.  400. 
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Juvene,  poft  paucos  dies  mortuo ,  incido  membrum,  fedeti 
quar ens  < mtii ,  modumque.  Invenio  corpus  neryofum 
majus  alterum  dilatatum  in  tumorem  fiiijfe,  extendentt 
fanguine  \  quern  admodtim  in  aneurifmate  arteria .  Vi- 
venti ,  ianguebat  membrum ,  /ecr  minor,  molli ■ 

crque ,  erigebat  fe,  major ,  tenfufque  ;  u  The  pe* 
“  nis  of  a  young  man  having  a  ftrong  eredfion,  wa< 
-<c  incurvated  ;  afterwards  a  tumour  arofe,  and  in- 
creafed  there,  the  fkin  being  ftill  moveable  upor 
“  it,  as  it  was  upon  the  reft  of  the  body  of  the 
-<c  penis.  As  there  was  a  certain  foftnefs  in  it,  fuel 
“  as  in  a  ripening  impofthume,  fome  pultices  anc 
“  foftniqg  undtions  were  applied  to  increafe  the 
<c  foftnefs,  by  which  it  might  be  brought  to  matu* 
“  rity,  becaufe  it  was  thought  to  be  an  impoft- 
:£C  hurne  ;  from  v/hence  it  increafed.  No  hope  ap- 
£C  pearing  of  its  breaking  by  this  method  of  cure; 
•<c  a  confiderable  incifion  was  made,  contrary  to  my 
6C  advice,  and  nothing  but  blood  broke  forth  frorr 
?c  it,  with  fuch  impetuofity  that  it  could  not  be 
iC  ftopped  at  firft,  but  was  afterwards  rep  re  fled  with 
“  fome  difficulty,  though  not  thoroughly.  The 
6C  young  man  dying  in  a  few  days  after,  I  difledled 
f6  the  member  to  explore  the  feat  and  manner  oi 
5£  the  evil.  I  found  that  one  of  the  corpora  nefvoft 
sc  had  been  more  dilated  in  the  tumour  than  the 
^  other,  the  blood  ftill  increafed  as  in  the  aneurifm 
of  an  artery  :  when  his  penis  was  pot  eredted,  the 
“  pain  in  that  member  was  more  moderate,  and  the 
154  tumour  was  fmailer  and  lofter,  but  greater  apt 
*c  more  ten fe  when  in  eredtiop.*  ” 

It  may  be  eafijy  deduced  from  the  circumftancp* 
mentioned  in  the  chapter  which  treats  of  an  inflam¬ 
mation  and  gangrene,  why  the  fudden  change  of  ar 
inflammation  into  a  gangrene  is  to  be  dreaded  ir 
the  penis  fo  inflamed.  The  danger  is  ftill  mor< 
tpreatning  to  the  wretched  patient,  if  thefe  more  acri( 
diuretics,  half  am  a  Julphuris  fact  a  ^  cl:  ft  ilia  t  \  teir.e 

to*  *  *  *  *  .•  ■  7  •  *  • 
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nnthina ,  &c.  be  ufed  according  to  the  pradtice  of 
oppifh  mountebanks  and  ignorant  quacks,  who  ufu- 
liy  obtrude  fuch  oppofite  remedies  upon  the  un¬ 
vary. 

It  is  to  be  obierved,  that  there  is  a  very  tender 
unica  cellulofa  adhering  under  the  ikin  of  the  pe- 
lis  and  prepuce,  which  is  raifed  to  a  great  tumour 
vhen  afFedted,  and  may  fuffocate  or  ftrangle  the 
>arts  placed  under  it.  Thefe  parts  are  irritated  by 
.  rude  rubbing  of  the  penis,  or  fome  kind  of  acrid 
natter  collected  between  the  prepuce  and  the  glans 
>f  the  penis,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  I  have  feen  won- 
terful  tumours  produced  from  thence  :  firft,  in  fuch 
jerfons  whole  prepuce  is  ftretched  out  beyond  the 
rlans,  and  alfo .  gathers  more  about  the  orifice,  as 
nay  be  obferved  in  young  boys  *,  this  tender  tunica 
ellulofa,  when  infiated,  reaches  fometimes  beyond 
he  glans,  entirely  hides  it,  and  impedes  the  free 
lifcharge  of  urine,  a  part  of  which  remains  col- 
edted  between  the  prepuce  and  the  glans,  becomes 
nore  acrid,  irritates  thole  parts  ftill  more,  and  thus 
.11  the  complaints  are  increafed.:  this  tumour  is  al~ 
noil  pellucid,  varioufly  writhed,  yielding  to  the 
>refTure  of  a  finger,  fo  that  this  is  called  a  phymqfis ; 
>ut  when  the  prepuce  is  withdrawn  behind  the  glans, 
nd  is  alfo  afFedted  by  this  tumour,  then  it  is  ufually 
ailed  a  paraphymofts  ;  and  an  annular  lwelling,  and 
.lmoft  equally  pellucid,  furrounds  the  corona  of  the 
;lans,  which  ftretches  out  beyond  this  annular  tu~ 
nour  all  naked.  In  a  phymofis  the  fwelling  prepuce 
annot  be  drawn  backward,  nor  forward  in  a  para - 
1 hymofis . 

Such  tumours  are'formed,  though  not  attended  with 
ny  venereal  caufe,  though  not  difficult  to  be  cured, 
ridit  Heers  juvenem ,  decimum  quintum  4  tat  is  annum 
gentem ,  impollutum ,  Venerifque  nefcium ,  cum  in  int¬ 
er  for  at  am  diu  valida  latera  exercuijfet ,  glandis  ha - 
uijfe  inflationem  maximum ,  lucidam ,  quam  Lutetic -e 
yftalUnam  vocant ,  una  cum  infano  penis  dolore .  Im- 
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fftijii  .per  pruiputii  hiatum  cicut^e  folium ,  digitis  levite 
tritim  *,  fedabutur  brevi  dolor ,  6?,  repetito  hujus  ufu 
tumor  cmnino  difcujfus  eft.  P oft remedii  hujus  ej 
fechm  fapius  expertus ,  in  fecretis  habuit 

“  Beers  faw  *  a  young  man  of  fifteen  years  of  age 
“  ignorant  of  venery,  who  had  been  ftruggling  han 
“  to  penetrate  a  virgin,  had  caufed  thereby  an  in 
“  flation  of  the  glans,  together  with  a  raging  pai 
46  in  the  penis ;  this  kind  of  fwelling  is  pellucid,  an 
«  is  called  cryftallinse  lutetise.  He  thruft  the  lea 
“  of  an  herb,  refembling  hemlock,  called  cicutc 
«  into  the  opening  of  the  prepuce,  after  he  hai 
«  lightly  bruifed  it  with  his  fingers,  the  pain  foo 
«  ceafed,  and  the  tumour  entirely  vanifiiecl  by  a  re 

petition  of  this  method.  Fie  often  experience 
cc  the  eir e£t  of  this  remedy  afterwards,  and  held  i 
44  as  afecret.”  We  are  aifo  told  by Aftrucf,  thatfuc 
tumours  proceed  from  violent  or  difficult  vener) 
with  even  an  undefiled  woman  *,  but  he  alfo  affirm 
them  to  be  free  from  danger,  and  that  they  are  eafil 
cured. 

In  young  boys,  the  urine  is  fometim.es  col le die 
between  the  prepuce  and  the  glans,  efpecially  if  th 
entrance  is  narrow  $  from  thence  proceeds  a  phyme 
lis,  with  fuch  a  great  pellucid  tumour,  which  fome 
times  greatly  obftrudls  the  free  paffage  of  the  urine 
if  warm  water  is  injedled  .through  the  orifice  of  th 
prepuce  by  a  fyringe,  that  the  internal  fuperficies  c 
the  glans  and  the  prepuce  be  wafhed,  that  tumoc 
ufu  ally  fubfides  .quickly,  if  no  acrimony  remair 
from  the  urine,  and  consequently  the  caufe  of  irr: 
tation  be  removed,  efpecially  if  acetum  lithargyri  b 
diluted  with  two  hundred  parts  of  water  of  th 
flowers  of  alder,  and  perpetually  applied  by  way  c 
a  fomentation  j  yet  thefe  injedlions  of  warm  watt 
Should  be  ft  ill  repeated  in  the  day-time,  though  bi 

gently 

M  f  In  1 
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gently,  then  this  other  may  be  borne  even  by  the  molt 
tender,  as  it  may  be  applied  without  any  pain, 

I  have  feen  a  formidable  phymofis  bred  in  a  boy 
of  eight  years  of  age,  who,  unable  to  bear  the  fum- 
mer’s  heat,  ftript  his  lower  parts  as  he  went  to  lleep  4 
being  then  ftung  by  gnats,  many  marks  remained 
on  his  legs  and  thighs,  and  but  one  of  thefe  bites 
was  obferved  on  his  prepuce,  which  fo  intolerably 
itched,  that  the  lad  vehemently  rubbed  it ;  from 
whence  a  very  fwelling  phymofis  enfued  in  three 
hours  after,  yet  it  was  happily  cured  by  this  me¬ 
thod.  . ; 

The  phymofis  and  paraphymofis  are  bred  from 
fimilar  caufes ;  they  indeed  are  troublefome,  and  their 
delay  often  ftrikes  the  patient  with  dreadful  appre- 
henfions  ;  yet  they  are  likewife  eafily  cured:  but 
when  they  have  their  origin  from  a  venereal  evil, 
they  threaten  much  greater  danger,  nor  are  they 
fo  eafily  cured  ;  for  they,  for  the  moil  part,  proceed 
from  the  lurking  ulcers  of  the  glans  and  the  pre¬ 
puce,  which  are  hid  by  the  immoderately  fwelling 
prepuce,  nor  do  they  admit  the  hand  of  a  furgeon  5 
their  cure  will  be  treated  of  in  Sed.  1463.  Thefe 
evils  are  all  augmented,  whilft  the  fwelling  prepuce 
obftruds  the  free  difcharge  of  the  venereal  corrup¬ 
tion  i  from  whence  the  venereal  Lues  is  not  only  to 
be  feared  from  the  abforbed  corruption,  but  thefe 
ulcers  themfelves,  being  perpetually  moiftened  by  this 
corruption,  rendered  mere  acrid  by  time  or  delay, 
acquire  a  greater  malignity,  fo  that  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  parts  are  often  moft  miferably  corroded  before 
the  fwelling  of  the  prepuce  is  come'  down,  and  be¬ 
fore  the  free  difehatge  of  the  poilonous  matter  is 
obtained  ;  from  whence  all  thefe  complaints  fall  info 
a  worfe  date,  and  if  a  gonorrhea  accompanies  them, 
the  quantity  and  virulence  of  the  corruption  are  in- 
created  perpetually.  Wherefore  Sydenham  *  laid, 
Qubd  fi  eegri  glans  preeputio  undeoyuaque  contegatur ,  at ~ 
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que  ejufdem  ora  pr a  inflammations  ufque  adeo  tumida , 
dura  ac  c  alio  fa ,  reddatur ,  ut  nullo  modo  queat  reduci  \ 
later  em  lav  at  quijquis  Gonorrhceam  remediis  purgantibus^ 
etiam  fortijfimis ,  &  quotidie  ad  naufeam  repetitis ,  ag- 
greditur ;  nifi  eodem  tempore  id  agatur ,  ut  pars  it  a 
affedla  ad  Jlatum  fibi  natUralem  redeai ,  fublatis  duritit 
&  tumor e ,  unde  Gonorrhceae  nevus  utique  fomes  mini- 
flratur  :  “  That  if  the  patient’s  glans  be  every 

“  where  covered  with  the  prepuce,  and  that  the  end 
“  of  it  is  rendered  fvveiled,  hard,  or  fo  callous  as 
u  not  to  be  reduced  by  any  means,  the  patient  is  in 
“  vain  purged  daily  with  drong  draftic  remedies  ; 
<c  unlefs  at  the  lame  time  means  are  ufed  that  the  part 
“  affedled  may  return  to  its  natural  date,  by  the 
“  removal  of  the  hardnefs  and  tumour,  from  whence 
“  anew  fomes  of  the  gonorrhea  is  likewife  admi- 
“  nidered.”  But  he  recommends  the  mod  gentle 
remedies  for  this  purpofe,  as  it  is  certain,  that  thefe 
fymptoms  ar.e  exafperated  by  the  more  acrid,  and 
that  the  inflammation  lo  much  to  be  dreaded,  here 
increafes ;  from  whence  the  matter,  which  flicks 
colledted  between  the  prepuce  and  the  glans,  is  to 
be  walked  away  either  by  pure  water,  or  the  mod 
emollient  decoctions ;  and  a  powetful  antiphlogidic 
method  of  treatment  will  be  needful,  as  will  be  here¬ 
after  difplayed  in  Sed;.  1460. 

As  long  as  the  tumour  forming  the  phymofis  or  pa- 
raphymofls  is  pellucid,  foft,  and  yielding  to  the  pref- 
fure  of  a  finger,  and  attended  with  fcarcely  any  pain, 
the  evil  is  Ids  dangerous  ;  but  if  the  figns  of  a  drong 
inflammation  manifed  themfelves,  and  a  fharp  pain 
and  drong  fever  enfue  ;  if  efficacious  remedies  are 
not  then  fuddenly  applied,  a  gangrene  is  to  be 
feared  ;  for  in  the  phymofis  the  glans  every  where 
reprefled,  will  be  fuffocated  or  drangled  by  the  dwel¬ 
ling  inflamed  prepuce,  and  dill  much  fooner  if  the 
glans  is  alfo  inflamed.  In  the  paraphymofis,  the 
hard  annular  tumour  fo  conftringes  the  whole  ambit 
of  the  penis,  behind  the  corona  of  the  glans,  that  it 

obdru&s 
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obftrudts  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  vital  humours* 
from  whence  a  gangrene  neceflarily  follows,  and  the 
mortified  glans  afterwards  falls  off ;  and  thofe  fo  fouly 
mutilated,  will  remain  fo  during  life. 

Such  a  calamity  frequently  reigns  in  hotter  cli¬ 
mates,  efpecially  whilft  the  patients  contemn  the 
beginning  of  thefe  evils,  and  ftrenuoufly  indulge 
their  inclinations  *,  fuch  an  evil  is  above  all  others 
to  be  feared,  efpecially  if  a  venereal  ulcer  being 
bred  between  the  glans  and  the  prepuce,  the  patient 
takes  a  journey,  and  travels  expeditioufly,  particu¬ 
larly  on  horfeback.  I  have  feen  a  melancholy  cafe 
of  this  nature  in  a  young  man  who  was  taken  with 
a  phymofis  upon  a  journey,  and  whilft  the  wretch  ftill 
fuffered  this  pain,  of  which  by  going  to  a  great  city  he- 
might  be  commodioufly  cured,  a  gangrene  enfued, 
which  almoft  deftroyed  half  the  penis  :  his  life  was 
indeed  preferved  by  a  fkilful  phyftcian,  but  all  the 
mortified  part  fell  off. 


SECT.  MCCCCL.  ' 

TH  E  tefticles  when  (welled  are  pain¬ 
ful,  and  often  break  out  into  ulcers, 
bred  by  an  inflammatory  tumour  in  the  femi- 
nal  velfels. 

The  tefticles  are  fometimes  wont  to  (well  in  a 
gonorrhea ;  fuch  tumours  are  ufually  called  teftes 
venerei.  A  tefticle  begins  on  one  or  the  other  fide 
to  be  enlarged,  fo  that  it  is  extended  every  where 
as  from  its  center  of  gravity :  the  fufferers  feel  a 
certain  harfh  tenfion  as  it  w^re  in  the  middle  of  it, 
as  if  its  interior  fubftance  was  prefled  or  fqueezed 
from  the  outfide;  whilft  the  tefticle  fwells  it  alfo 
hardens*  but  not  with  a  fchirrhous  hardnefs,  for  it 
yields  any  way  to  a  finger  lightly  prefftng  it  *,  the 

L  4  tumour 
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humour  feldom  increafes  fuddenly,  but  grows  (lowly, 
often  to  a  remarkable  fize.  The  pain  is  not  very- 
great,  efpecially  in  the  beginning,  but  the  feeling  of 
the  diftenfion  is  difagreeabie  j  the  bulk  being  then 
increafed,  the  tefticle  then  by  its  gravity  draws 
•down  thofe  parts  by  which  it  is  fufpended,  and  if 
the  fwelling  tefticule  is  held  up  by  lying  in  bed,  or 
fome  other  foft  fufpenfion,  that  pain  occafioned  by 
its  ftretching  thole  parts  by  its  weight,  ceafe,  or  at 
lead:  is  for  the  molt  part  alleviated  :  ufuatly  the 
epididymis  only  fwells  where  the  evil  is  much 
lighter,  and  the  tumour  but  (lowly  increafes  •,  the 
reft  of  the  fubftance  of  the  tefticle  afterwards  begins 
to  fwell  ;  fometimes  both  tefticles  fwTeIl,  but  the 
tumour  is  (till  greater  in  one  fide  than  in  the  other  *, 
but  as  that  tumour  is  equable  while  it  increafes, 
the  fubftance  of  the  teftis  feems  to  be  increafed  in 
fize  by  adventitious  matter ;  and  as  no  diftenfion  can 
at  the  fame  time  be  perceived,  in  thofe  vefiels  carry¬ 
ing  the  humours  to  the  tefticules,  and  which  carry 
them  back  again  after  fecretion,  the  tumour  of  the 
tefticule  feems  rather  to  proceed  from  an  impedi¬ 
ment  in  the  evacuation  of  the  humour,  which  being 
feparated  Irom  the  blood  in  the  laboratory  of  the 
tefticles,  ought  to  be  colle&ed  and  kept  in  the  fe- 
minal  vefiels.  .  . ' 

But  as  all  that  is  iecreted  by  the  tefticles  is  at 
length  conducted  by  the  vas  deferens  to  the  feminal 
vefiels,  fome  celebrated  phyficians  have  concluded, 
that  the  feminal  vefiels  are  a  fie  died,  if  the  tefticles 
begin  to  fwell ;  fo  A  (true  *  hath  ftated,  Si  teftes^fine 
caujay  vel  fdltem  levi'de  caufa ,  tument  in  morbi  focieta - 
tern  cueniunt.  u  If  the  tefticles  fwell  without  a 
“  caiife,  or  at  lead  by  a  (light  caufe,  they  come 
into  a  (bare  of  this  dileafe;”  (He  fpeaks  of  invef* 
tigating  the  feat  of  the!gonorrhea)  “  then  the  profta- 
t2£  and  feminal  veifeis,  are  infedled  by  the  gonor- 
rhea.”  Conjicitur  autern  v eficula  alterutra  tantum  af¬ 
fix* 

-  De  Mcrb.  Vencr.  lib.  Hi:  cap:  i.  p.  164. 
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fici,  ft  alter  liter  tantum  tejlis  caleaty  d'oleat ,  tumeat\ 
utraque^  fi  uterque:  u  But  it  is  conjedhired,  that  only 
“  one  or  either  of  the  tefticules  is  inflamed,  painful, 
u  and  Iweli’d,  but  if  both,  fo  are  both  the  vefiels 
“  affedted  allb.” 

It  was  before  faid,  in  Sedt.  1447,  that  thefe 
minal  vefiels  are  infedted  by  the  venereal  miafma, 
and  that  it  is  the  worft  kind  of  a  gonorrhea,  the 
hardeft  to  be  cured,  and  that  many  melancholy  evils 
follow  ;  but  it  is  here  difputed  whether  this  tumour 
of  the  tefticules  is  a  certain  fign  that  the  venereal 
contagion  has  reached  the  feminal  vcflels  or  not.  It 
is  fufficient  to  produce  a  tumour,  if  the  free  pafiage 
of  the  feed,  formed  in  the  tefticule,  be  obftruded  in. 
the  vas  deferens  ;  from  hence  it  feems  that  the  tefti¬ 
cule  may  fwell,  though  no  venereal  contagion  had 
reached  the  femihal  vefiels.  : 

A  wonderful  conformation  in.  thefe  parts  is  ob¬ 
served  :  *  the  vas  deferens,  which  is  a  continuation 
of  the  epidydimis,  together  with  the  fpermatic  vef- 
fels  placed  behind  it,  afcends  by  the  tunica  vaginalis, 
and  where  it  reaches  to  the  lamina  membranofa  of 
the  peritoneum,  which  covers  the  beginning  of  the 
|  fpermatic  vagina,  it  falls  backward  from  thefe  vefiels 
in  form  of  a  bow,  running  through  the  cellular  fa¬ 
bric  of  the  peritoneum,  to  the  hinder  part  of  the 
bladder,  to  which  it  ftrongly  adheres,  as  alfo  to  the 
lamella  of  the  peritoneum,  by  which  it  is  covered : 
i  moreover,  it  pafles  between  the  extremity  of  the  ure¬ 
thra  and  the  bladder,  there  it  meets  with  the  canalis 
deferens  of  the  other  fide,  and  they  defcend  toge¬ 
ther  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  The  cavity  of  thofe 
vafa  deferen.tia  is  cylindrical,  and  is  dilated  where 
they  run  behind  the  bladder,  then  about  their  ex¬ 
tremities  they  become  more  narrow,  and  are  fo 
placed  between  the  neighbouring  extremities  of  the 
feminal  veflels,  that  the  liquid,  conveyed  by  the  vas 
deferens,  gradually  infinuates  itfelf  into  the  feminal 

vefiels 

*  Winflow  Expofit.  Anatom,  p.  563,  Sc  56$, 
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veffels  of  the  fame  fide,  nor  yet  can  that  which  is 
contained  in  the  feminal  veffels  be  poured  back  into 
the  vas  deferens ;  this  is  proved  by  a  puff  of  wind 
blown  into  the  vas  deferens  of  one  fide.  Afterwards 
both  the  little  channels  or  caiialiculr,  each  of  which 
is  compoled  of  the  extremities  of  the  vas  deferens 
and  the  feminal  veffels  of  the  fame  fide,  convey 
themfelyes  between  the  bafe  of  the  proftatae,  and 
the  channel  of  the  urethra,  whofe  fubftaace  they  ob¬ 
liquely  penetrate,  and  are  terminated  in  a  caruncula, 
which  is  called  the  caput  galiinaginis. 

Therefore,  whatfoever  can  obftrud  the  free  paf- 
fage  of  the  liquid  lecretion  in  the  tefticle,  through 
all  this  courfe  of  the  vas  deferens,  may  be  owing  to 
the  tumour  in  them.  I  have  feen  this  in  a  young 
man,  who  had  but  a  mild  gonorrhea ;  as  he  was  ad- 
vifed  to  ufe  but  weak  drink,  and  it  being  then  win¬ 
ter,  he  drank  pretty  plentifully  of  whey.  As  he  one 
day  applied  himfelf  pleafingiy  to  his  fchool  exer- 
cifes,  he  imprudently  with-held  his  urine  for  two 
hours,  which  he  could  not  afterwards  difcharge  with 
all  his  endeavours  *,  luddenly  a  tumour  and  pain 
ftruck  into  his  right  tefticule,  and,  as  a  fkilful  fur- 
geon  introduced  a  catheter,  his  urine  burft  forth  with 
great  force,  and  the  tumour  and  pain  of  the  tefticle 
immediately  vaniftied.  That  tumour  could  not  be 
afcribed  to  a  venereal  contagion,  communicated  to 
the  tefticle,  or  to  an  infedion  of  the  feminal  veffels ; 
for  the  gonorrhea  was  mild,  and  was  then  much 
amended,  by  the  application  of  a  good  method  of 
cure  ;  there  was  no  fuppreffion  of  the  matter,  for  it 
freely  flowed  out  :  from  hence  it  feems  very  likely, 
that  the  vas  deferens  had  been  greatly  repreffed  by 
the  diftorted  bladder ;  wherefore  all  the  complaint 
ceafed,  as  foon  as  the  caufe  was  removed. 

It  is  true  indeed,  that  the  exit  of  the  feminal  veffel 
was  in  this  cafe  equally  compreffed-,  but  thefe  are  ap¬ 
pointed  to  colled;  and  keep -the  genital  humour, 
and  they  remain  for  many  months  full  without  hurt. 


Sed.  1450.  The  Venereal  Disease,  i ^ 

in  thofe  who  live  chafte  •,  but  that  the  tumour  of 
the  tefticles  does  not  always  follow,  appears  to  arife 
from  hence,  that  the  cavity  of  the  canalis  deferens 
is  furnifhed  with  firm  fides,  almoft  cartilaginous, 
whence,  this  channel  being  diffeded,  they  fall  not  to¬ 
gether,  but  the  cavity  remains  circular.  The  cele¬ 
brated  Aftruc  *  mentions  a  two- fold  caufe  of  the 
Iwelling  teflicle,  viz.  the  fuppreffion  or  prevention 
of  the  flux  of  the  gonorrhea  ;  and,  the  venereal  vi¬ 
rus,  being  conveyed  by  whatfoever  caufe  to  the  fub- 
ftance  of  'the  teflicle  :  the  prior  caufe  always  de¬ 
pends  on  a  gonorrhea,  and  often  accompanies  it : 
this  ufually  excites  a  great  heat  and  pain,  and  the 
tumour  then  more  quickly  increafes  *,  but  it  is  alfo 
fooner  and  more  happily  cured,  and,  for  the  moft 
part,  without  any  remaining  hardnefs  :  moreover, 
if  the  flux  be  fupprefied,  it  loon  returns,  before  any 
great  evil  breeds  in  the  teflicle.  If  fuch  a  tumour 
cannot  be  difcufied,  it  often  comes  to  a  fuppuration, 
and  the  abfcefs  being  broken,  it  degenerates  into  a 
fiftulous  ulcer,  very  difficult  of  cure.  Another  caufe 
was,  that  if  the  venereal  virus  had  penetrated  into 
the  very  fubflance  of  the  teflicle,  without  a  gonor¬ 
rhea  accompanying  or  immediately  preceding  it ;  the 
teflicule  in  fwelling  from  fuch  a  caufe,  is  lefs  painful 
and  hot,  fo  that  it  forms  a  chronical  complaint  ra¬ 
ther,  but  hard  to  be  cured  ;  flill  leaving  a  hardnefs 
in  the  teflicule,  which  fometimes  degenerates  into  a 
fchirrus  which  is  followed  by  the  hydrocele,  and  yet 
much  worfe  evils. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  efpecially  in  an  inveterate 
Lues,  that  the  venereal  virus,  difperfed  throughout 
the  whole  body,  may  be  depofited  in  the  tefticles ; 
nor  does  it  feem  improbable,  that  this  morbid 
miafma  can  be  communicated  to  the  tefticles,  bor¬ 
dering  upon  the  affeded  places,  efpecially  after  fuf- 
fering  by  frequent  gonorrheas :  yet  a  gonorrhea  at¬ 
tended  all  the  cafes  which  fell  under  my  care ;  and 

in 
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in  two  inftances  an  acrid,  copious,  and  remarkable 
gonorrheal  flux  followed  the  tumour  of  the  tefticle, 
which  then  fuddenly  and  remarkably  diminifhed  : 
on  the  other  hand,  I  have  obferved,  that  the  tu¬ 
mour  of  the  tefticle  was  chiefly  to  be  feared,  if  the 
gonorrheal  flux  fhould  thus  fuddenly  ftop,  or  be  re¬ 
markably  dirriiniflied,  yet  more  fo  if  the  flgns  indi¬ 
cate  the  feat  of  the  evil  to  adhere  about  the  prosa¬ 
ic  5  which,  I  believe,  fhould  be  always  lufpedted, 
where  a  quantity  of  gonorrheal  matter  is  fomed  out 
from  the  penis,  in  ftrongly  endeavouring  to  make 
water.  I  had  the  cure  of  fuch  a  patient,  who  la¬ 
boured  under  a  recent  but  yet  a  virulent  gonorrhea, 
in  which  both  the  cavernous  bodies  of  the  penis  be¬ 
gan  to  fwell  ;  then,  by  the  application  of  fpecific 
remedies,  all  thefe  evils  were  amended  in  nine  days 
time  ;  the  flux  changed  from  a  green  to  a  white  co¬ 
lour,  the  pain  of  the  ftrangury  was,  for  the  moft 
part,  removed,  and  the  tumour  of  the  penis  greatly 
fubfided.  Tired  with  the  reftridlions  to  low  diet, 
imagining  all  that  to  be  vain,  he  went  without  more 
ceremony  to  a  tavern,  that  he  might  indulge  his  ap¬ 
petite  ;  he  returned  in  five  days  after  with  the  flux 
entirely  fupprefied,  but  the  right  tefticle  had 
fwelled  with  great  pain:  being  then  more  govern¬ 
able,  in  confequence  of  the  mifchief  caufed  by  his 
imprudence,  he  folemnly  fwore  he  would  be  obedi¬ 
ent  to  advice  for  the  future  ;  the  flux  began  to  re¬ 
turn  the  day  following,  and  afterwards  increafed  : 
the  tumour  and  pain  of  the  tefticle  diminifhed, 
and  he  was  entirely  cured  in  the  fpace  of  a  month. 

I  have  often  feen  the  tefticles  fwelled  by  a  prac¬ 
tice  of  injecting  aftringent  remedies  into  the  penis, 
and  that  chiefly  by  the  imprudent  ule  of  balfam  ca- 
pivi,  turpentine,  ol.  ftillat.  balfam.  fulphur.  &c. 

A  man  thirty-two  years  of  age,  of  a  dry  and  hot 
confutation,  flew  to  me  from  a  neighbouring  village, 
to  fhew  me  a  fwelling,  attended  with  an  acute  pain 
in  his  right  tefticle  :  he  confds’d  to  have  had  a  go¬ 
norrhea. 
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norrhea,  with  a  venereal  ulcer  in  the  penis  five 
weeks  before  that  time,  and  that  he  had  taken  a 
quantity  of  ball  am  of  fulphur,  (which  is  made  of 
flour  of  fulphur,  mixt  with  turpentine)  by  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  a  barber  :  the  weather  being  exceflive  hot, 
as  the  flux  almofl  flopped  of  itfelf,  he  imagined  he 
was  cured,  and  returned  to  his  former  habit  of  ve-t 
nery  *,  then  by  a  darting  forth  of  the  feed  in  an  a 
of  this  kind,  he  felt  a  ludden  and  very  fevere  pain 
verging  towards  his  right  teflicle  •,  in  a  little  while 
after,  he  made  water  tinged  with  blood,  and  the 
painful  teflicle  fwelled  :  thefe  evils  flill  increafed 
the  day  following.  In  two  days  after,  the  gonor¬ 
rhea  returned,  though  not  copioufly,  and  the  fwelling 
began  to  abate  in  the  teflicle  ;  but  the  day  follow¬ 
ing,  both  the  tumour  and  pain  of  the  teflicle  in¬ 
creafed  again  ;  there  was  a  great  fediment  in  his 
urine,  the  hardnefs  in  the  fwelling  teflicle  was  di- 
minifhed  ;  and,  as  the  gonorrhea  flill  flowed,  its 
quantity  of  matter  increafed  by  degrees  ;  fo  that  the 
pain  was  already  eafed,  as  the  patient  could  rub  his 
teflicles  lightly  with  his  fingers,  without  increafing 
it.  The  gonorrheal  flux  was  white,  with  only  a  light 
flrangury  attending  it.  In  fixteen  days  after  this 
right  teflicle  began  to  fwell,  a  buboe  was  felt  in  his 
left  groin,  which  neverthelefs  difappeared  entirely 
in  a  fhort  time,  by  the  application  of  proper  reme¬ 
dies,  (more  of  which  will  be  faid  in  Se6l.  1462.)  and 
he  was  compleatly  cured. 

It  appears  from  thefe  circumftances,  that  a  tu¬ 
mour  ot  the  teflicles  often  proceeds  from  a  fup- 
preffed  gonorrhea,  efpecially  if  it  had  fixed  its  feat 
.about  the  proflatce,  and  thus  the  free  palfage  through 
the  orifice  of  the  v;ts  deferens  is  obflru£ted  by  the 
fwelling  of  thefe  and  their  neighbouring  parts.  For 
which  when  the  gonorrhea  returns,  the  fwelling  is  di- 
minifhed  in  them,  the  tumour  and  pain  of  the  af¬ 
fected  teflicle  are  in  a  fhort  time  diminifhed,  which 
FQu]d  not  happen  if  the  caufe  of  thp  evil  adhered  to 
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the  fubftance  of  the  tefticule.  It  therefore  is  con¬ 
firmed,  that  the  tumours  of  the  tefticles  chiefly  oc¬ 
cur  after  the  gonorrhea  begins. 

It  appears  from  that  remarkable  cafe  which  I 
have  mentioned  in  Sed.  432,  how  dangerous  the 
ufe  of  balfam  of  fulphur,  terebinthina,  and  fuch- 
like  remedies  is.  This  man  could  not  be  fuf- 
peded  of  ever  having  a  gonorrhea,  nor  any  for¬ 
mer  or  prefent  fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe  ; 
yet  he  laboured  under  a  light  ftrangury,  which 
took  birth  from  fome  unknown  caufe :  he  remem¬ 
bered  that  he  had  been  cured  of  a  complaint  of  this 
kind  formerly,  by  the  ufe  of  balfam  of  fulphur ; 
wherefore  he  took  it  again  at  different  times,  not 
only  ineffedually,  but  with  moil  unfortunate  fuccefs  ; 
for  a  violent  inflammation  of  the  genitals  enfued,  and 
terminated  in  a  gangrene,  from  which  he  with  great 
difficulty  efcaped  j  for  a  part  of  the  urethra,  con- 
fumed  by  the  gangrene  in  two  places,  fell  away  ;  and 
he  ever  .after  urined  through  a  pafiage  of  the  urethra 
then  remaining  in  the  perinaeum.  Thefe  remedies 
ad  by  an  acrid  ftimulus,  of  a  long  continuation  in 
the  urinal  paffages  ♦,  as  is  demonftrated  by  the  cafe 
of  this  unhappy  man,  whole  urine  for  four  days,  af¬ 
ter  taking  this  balfam,  diffuled  a  moft  intolerable 
ftench  *,  he  alfo  difcharged  a  thick,  mucofe,  and 
copious  fediment,  which  is  ufually  caufed  by  ta¬ 
king  thefe  more  acrid  diuretics,  and  fometimes  by 
the°external  application  of  bliftering  planters,  pre¬ 
pared  with  cantharides.  It  was  alfo  attended  with  a 
troublefome  ftrangury,  followed  by  a  ftrong  inflam¬ 
matory  pain  in  the  peritoneum. 

If  lo  many  evils  refulted  from  the  imprudent  ufe 
of  fuch  remedies,  by  a  found  robuft  man  of  an  ex¬ 
cellent  conftitution,  how  much  more  are  they  to  be 
dreaded,  if  driven  thus  into  the  genitals  of  one  laT 
figuring  with  a  gonorrhea  ? 


SECT. 
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SECT.  MCCCCLI. 

AN  D  alfo  caruncula,  ftrangury,  corro- 
fion  of  the  urethra,  proftata?,  neck  of 
the  bladder,  and  feminal  veffels,  which  alfo 
are  evils  alike  incident  to  women. 

The  reafon  of  the  fymptoms  here  recited  may  be 
eafily  collected  from  what  was  faid  of  the  gonor¬ 
rhea  in  both  fexes  in  Sed.  1447  ;  for  the  ftrangury 
from  the  defed  of  the  mucus  lining  the  internal  fu- 
perficies  of  the  urethra,  may  well  be  caufed  either 
by  its  own  inflammation,  or  an  ulcerous  corroflon  ; 
then  it  was  alfo  laid,  that  the  proftat^,  the  neck  of 
the  bladder,  the  feminal  veflels,  and  all  their  neigh¬ 
bouring  parts,  are  fometimes  corroded  in  the  worfl: 
fpecies  of  a  gonorrhea.  There  only  remains  that 
fomething  be  faid  of  the  caruncula,  which  is  often  3 
moll:  troubleforne  evil,  of  whole  nature  and  cure 
there  is  no  unanimous  opinion  as  yet,  amongft  the 
moll  learned  of  the  faculty.  Many  have  taken  the 
caruncula  for  luxuriant  flelh,  and  Sydenham  *  in 
deferibing  the  evils,  which  follow  or  accompany  a  go¬ 
norrhea,  thus  has  it :  Nonnunquam  etiam ,  erofa  at  quo 
excoriata  urethra  jugi  puris  acrioris  fiuxu,  natura,  in 
came  nova  vice  jam  deperdit a  jufto  occupation ,  laxam 
quandam  £s?  JpongioJam  fubftituit ,  qu<e,  mole  quo ti die 
fluff  a  i  &  fenftm  indurata ,  caruncularum  excrefcentiis 
it  a  meatum  urinarium  infer  cit,  ut  tandem  lotio  non  de- 
tur  exitus ;  qua  quidem  caruncula  nihilo  minus  ex  ul¬ 
cer  ib  us  fib't  adnatis  ichor em  quemdam  evomunt ,  £5?  turn 
Medico  crucem  figunt  inter  curandum ,  turn  agro  magis 
jpfa  morte  timendum  malurp  :  “  Likewife  the  urethra 
u  is  excoriated  and  corroded  by  a  flux  of  a  grea£ 
“  quantity  of  the  more  acrid  corruption.  Nature  now 

“  being 
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<c  being  too  attentive  to  the  formation  of  new  fiefii 
44  in  the  place  of  that  which  is  dedroyed,  fubdituted 
44  that  which  is  loofe  and  lpongy,  which  daily  in- 
44  creafes,  and  gradually  hardened,  fills  up  the  paf- 
44  fage  of  the  urethra  with  caruncula?,  fo  that  no  did 
44  charge  wili  be  at  length  given  to  the  urine  :  thefe 
ct  carunculas  pour  forth  a  certain  foetid  matter  from 
44  ulcers  bred  in  themfelves  j  then  the  phyfician 
44  dands  aghad  in  treating  them,  and  the  patient  is 
44  threatened  with  a  greater  evil  than  death  itfelf.** 
It  eafily  appears,  that  by  this  luxuriant  fleffi,  the 
cavity  of  the  urethra  is  rendered  more  narrow,  and 
the  free  exit  of  the  urine  is  impeded,  and  that  like- 
wife  a  total  fupprefiion  of  the  urine  may  follow. 
Whild  fuch  an  evil  is  breeding,  or  not,  yet  fills  the 
channel  of  the  urethra,  the  urine  flows  not  out  in  a 
full  dream  as  from  found  perfons  *,  but  it  alfo  di¬ 
vides  itfelf  into  a  forked  manner,  or  in  two  dreams 
like  two  threads,  whilfl  the  urine  by  the  force  of  the 
bladder  contradting  itfelf,  and  by  the  great  endea¬ 
vours  of  the  patient,  is  forced  by  the  carunculas,  which 
in  fome  degree  ftops  up  the  paflfage.  If  the  evil 
continues  to  increafe,  the  urine  only  comes  out  by 
drops,  and  is  almod  totally  ftopped  by  that  obdruc- 
tion.  Some  unhappy  wretches  endeavour  to  force 
their  urine  out  by  holding  their  breath,  and  fo  exhi¬ 
bit  a  mod  melancholy  fpedlacle  to  the  phyficians. 
All  thefe  fymptoms  in  the  mean  time  demonftrate  an 
obdrudlion  of  urine,  by  the  obdacle  which  doles  the 
channel  of  the  urethra,  whether  that  obdacle  dicks 
in  that  cavity,  or  whether  it  is  beyond  it ;  whild  thd 
.neighbouring  tumour,  by  prefling  the  urethra  di- 
minidies  its  cavity,  or  entirely  flints  it  up  ;  often  a 
difficulty  of  urine,  or  a  total  fupprefiion  of  it  had 
been  oblerved  from  the  fwelling  prodatte,  thougf 
perhaps  no  obdacle  is  found  in  the  channel  of  the 
Urethra :  fo  a  tumour  was  felt  in  the  perineum  of  j 
foldier  of  fifty  years  of  age,  who  had  tried  by  va¬ 
rious  remedies  to  difcharge  it ;  but  it  dill  increafec 
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to  the  magnitude  of  a  hen’s  egg :  that  tumour  fo 
repreffed  the  urethra,  that  after  a  dyfuria,  and  a 
ftrangury,,  a  deadly  ifchuria  followed  ;  a  catheter 
could  not  be  thruft  into  the  bladder,  nor  could  the 
furgeon  diffiolve  the  tumour,  or  empty  the  bladder, 
by  alj,  the  art  he  ufed  ;  from  whence  the  patient 
died,  after  being  a  thoufand  ways  excruciated.  Af¬ 
ter  his  death  it  appeared,  that  the  profta tse  were 
converted  into  a  great  abfcefs,  filled  partly  with  cor¬ 
ruption,  and  partly  with  blood,  which  formed  that 
tumour 

•* 

Skill  might  certainly  have  relieved  this  wretch.  If 
a  hard  tumour  is  bred  in  that  part,  and  can  neither 
be  diffolved,  fuppurated,  or  removed  by  the  hand 
of  a  furgeon,  there  fcarcelv  remains  any  hope  of  a 
cure  :  fo  about  the  root  of  his  yard,  above  the 
fphin&er  of  the  bladder,  a  flefhy  hard  tumour  was 
difcovered,  equal  in  bignefs  to  a  hen’s  egg.  When 
the  tumour  was  cut  through,  the  middle  V  it  was 
found  full  of  matter,  white  as  plafter  ;  the  proflat^ 
and  feminal  vefiels  much  hardened.  Petit  -j-  avers, 
that  he  had  three  times  found  the  fwelling  proftatse 
to  have  fo  compreffied  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  that 
a  total  fuppreffion  of  urine  followed  :  he  alfo  re¬ 
marks,  that  he  found  no  caruncula’s  in  twelve  bo¬ 
dies  he  differed,  after  periffiing  by  a  fuppreffion  of 
urine.  His  account  of  this  matter  is  very  concife 
but  it  is  very  likely  that  he  fufpeded  the  carunculas 
of  the  urethra,  were  the  caufe  of  this  ifchuria,  be¬ 
fore  the  diffedioni  or  at  lead  he  was  willing  to 
know  whether  the  _  caruncuke  were  fo  frequently  to 

be  found,  as  they  have  been  affirmed  to  be  by  manv 
perfons.  ’•  . 

But  as  the  channel  of  the  urethra  may  be  girded 
by  the  cavernous  body,  (as  before  mentioned  in 
§ect.  1447.)  which  is  of  a  fimilar  nature  to  that  of 
the  cavernous  bodies  of  the  penis,  and  that  the  ve- 

Vql.XVH.  M  nereai 
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nereal  contagion  may  penetrate  thefe  parts,  ar 
iometimes  produce  a  tumour,  as  is  evident  from  ol 
fervation,  efpecially  in  the  cavernous  bodies  of  tl 
penis;  from  hence  fome  very  fkilful  men  of  th 
profeffion,  began  to  think  whether  the  cavernoi 
body  of  the  urethra  could  not  fwell  by  a  fimil 
caufe,  fo  as  the  cavity  of  the  channel  might  be  r 
markably  diminifhed  or  entirely  flopped  up  :  wher 
fore  from  hence  they  thought  it  might  be  alfo  uj 
derflood,  that  the  cavity  of  the  urethra  might  . appe 
free  after  death,  though  fhut  up  or  flraitened  dj 
ring  life;  for  it  did  not  feem  abfurd  to  them,  th 
fuch  tumours  fhould  fubfide  immediately  after  deat 
The  celebrated  furgeon  Sharp  *  propoles-  this  op 
nion  as  a  pure  hypothecs,  .  and  confeffes  to  be  ii 
dined  to  believe  it  juft  ;  as  it  is  certain,  .that  : 
fome  cafes  the  channel  of  the  urethra,  which  a] 
peared  obftruded  during  life,  was  founds  entire! 
open  in  a'few  hours  after  death.  He  believes  this  h 
pothefis  confirmed  by  this  obfervation ;  that  ti 
mucofe  membrane  of  the  noftrils  may  fometimes  : 
fwell,  that  the  noftrils  may  be.  entirely  ftoppei 
Yet  he  confeffes, «  that  this  caufe  of  the  obftrudic 
of  urine,  has  not  been  as  yet  fb  evidently  demoi 
flrated,  fo  as  that  it  may  be  confidered  as  very  con 
men,  as  fome  would  have  it. 

As  the  urethra,  as  before  faid,  is  placed  in  tf 
inferior  part  of  the  penis,  fuch  a  tumour  feems  n< 
difficult  to  be  explored  by  tire  fingers.  The  cel< 
brated  Antonius  Benevoli  ft,  who  with  great  repi 
tation,  taught  and  pradifed  furgery  in  the  hofpit; 
at  Florence,  called  fanfta  maria  nova ,  remarks,,  i 
his  writing  about  the  caufe  of  an  ifehuria,  that  tl 
moft  of  the  fkilful  phyficians  of  Tufcany  had  bee 
of  opinion,  that  carunculse  or  little  fwellings  bre 
about  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  were  the  caufe  of ; 
fuppreffion  of  urine,  which  eeafes  if  thefe  fwellinj 
•  l  '  (  ' 
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:^n  be  diffolved  ;  or  otherwife  that  the  liberty  of 
jedting  the  urine  is  reftored  by  the  fuppuration 
,nd  purulent  evacuation  of  the  broken  abfcefs :  from 
whence  they  all  directed  their  attention  to  this  me- 
hod  of  cure.  Benevoli  acknowledges,  that  this  opi¬ 
nion  was  not  altogether  approved  by  fyim,  as  a  ca- 
heter  could,  with  fmall  difficulty,  be  introduced 
ito  the  bladder,  fo  as  to  let  out  the  retained  urine  5 
ffiich  feemed  almoft  an  impoffibility  to  him,  if  fuch 
n  obftacle  ‘ffiould  impede  the  ejedlion  of  urine  from 
he  bladder :  hence  he  refolved  upon  an  enquiry 
ito  the  caufe  of  this  difeafe  in  the  bodies  of  thofe 
/ho  died  by  this  ifchuria :  and  this  man,  mo  ft 
worthy  of  credit,  affirms,  that  he  never  found  even 
he  ffiadow  of  fuch  a  little  fwelling  about  the  neck 
f  the  bladder,  or  in  its  neighbouring  parts,  in  all  the 
odies  he  differed  after  dying  of  this  evil  in  that 
reat  hofpital  where  he  prefided  ;  but  he  conftantly 
iw  the  internal  fuperficies  of  the  bladder  almoft 
raled  in  all  thefe  dead  bodies,  and  altogether  dif~ 
rmed  of  the  natural  mucus,  which  defends  it  from 
le  acrimony  of  the  urine  :  he  fometimes  alfo  found 
>me  excoriation,  either  more  or  lefs,  in  that  place  of 
le  bladder  where  the  mucus  was  wanting,  accord- 
ig  as  the  difeafe  had  continued  or  not ;  fo  that  after  * 
long  fuppreffion  of  urine,  the  internal  membrane, 
f  the  bladder  was  excoriated,  and  indeed  fometimes 
)und  turning  black  :  he  alfo  faw  the  proftatae  not  a 
ttle  fwell’d  in  fome  of  thefe  dead  bodies,  yet  he 
sver  found  them  fuppurated,  or  damaged  in  any 
dier  manner. 

This  celebrated  pradfitioner  inclines  to  an  opinion, 
oni  thefe  obfervations,  that  this  ifchuria  is  not  bred 
y  the  caruncul^,  but  is  attendant  upon  the  excori- 
ion  of  the  internal  membrane  of  the  bladder  ^  and 
e  matter  which  flows  out  with  the  urine,  by  the  in- 
odudtion  of  a  catheter,  is  not  corruption,  but  a 
ucous  which  fmears  the  internal  fuperficies  of  the 
adder,  with  which  blood  is  fometimes  mixed,  which 

M  2  may 
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may  proceed  from  the  corroded  veflels  of  the  bladdei 
But  as  he  had  obferved,  that  the  internal  fuperfick 
of  the  inteftinum  redum  was  excoriated  in  thofe  be 
dies  which  died  of  a  tenefmus,  he  believed  that  th 
perpetual  ineffedual  inclination  of  making  urine  i 
an  ifehuria,  is  bred  from  a  fimilar  excoriation  of  th 
bladder :  from  hence  the  fame  very  grievous  pain  i 
making  urine,  often  follows  after  a  tenefmus  of  th 
anus.  The  pain  is  fometimes  fo  exceffive,  and  tl 
urine  fo  muddy,  vifeous  and  bloody,  that  fome  ph) 
ficians  fufped  it  to  proceed  from  a  ftone  lurking  i 
the  bladder,  as  the  cafe  was  in  regard  to  a  youn 
man  fo  affeded  *  *  yet  the  exit  of  the  difeafe  taugl 
them  a  contrary  opinion. 

It  is  indeed  thus  underftood  why  the  dyfuria  ( 
difficulty  in  making  urine  is  formed  j  but  it  does  nc 
from  hence  follow,  why  the  dyfuria,  or  total  fuppre 
fon  of  urine,  ffiould  be  formed  from  fuch  an  & 
‘coriation.  An  author  underftood  and  endeavours 
to  clear  this  difficulty  in  a  different  manner  ;  f  but 
does  not  plainly  appear,  that  he  was  then  able  1 
prove  his  opinion  by  all  his  flighty  arguments  :  f< 
it  feerns  that  it  may  be  concluded  frdm  the  pradic 
cafes  which  he  alledges,  that  the  excoriation  of  tl 
v  bladder  is  the  effed  rather  than  the  caufe  of  tl 
precedent  ifehuria  *,  for  whilft  the  bladder  is  exce 
fively  diftended  by  a  total  fuppreffion  of  urine,  an 
the  delayed  urine  becomes  more  acrid,  it  is  no  woj 
der  that  the  bladder  may  be  inflamed,  fuppurate 
and  excoriated,  whilft  the  internal  membrane  ffirinl 
back.  I  have  feen  fome  more  fuch  cafes  in  tl 
hiftoria  medica ,  which  confirm  what  has  been  jt 
now  faid.  As  this  author  himfelf  affirms,  that  i 
found  the  proftatas  in  the  greatefhpart  of  fuch  de 
bodies  not  a  little  fwell’d,  the  ifehuria  may  wi 
more  likelihood  be  attributed  to  this  obftaci 
This  at  leaft  appears  from  what  has  been  faid,  tl 

t 
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the  caruncula  is  not  fo  often  in  the  urethra  as  it  is 
believed  to  be  *,  for  Morgagni  *  obferved  fome  figns 
of  a  former  ulcer  in  the  urethra  of  an  aflhmtie 
body.  Aderant  tres  quatuorve  chordula,  alba,  tendi- 
nea,  in  tranfverjum  duffia,  non  valde  prominentes ,  nec 
ufquam  fe  ab  interna  urethra  membrana  fejmgentes . 
Erat  intra  has  chordulas  interftitium  %  turn,  medio  ferme 
inter  primam  &  ultimam  loco ,  urethra  fe  tanto  fpatio , 
quantum  duo  circiterm  occupaffent  tranfverji  digiti ,  co¬ 
dr  Bab  at  ^  tit  ibi ,  dimidio  propemodum ,  quarn  fupra , 
aut  infra,  effet  angufiior  ;  “  There  were  three  or 
“  four  little  white  firings  flretthed  acrofs,  but  not 
44  projefling  much,  nor  feparating  themfelves  any 
u  where  from  the  internal  membrane  of  the  urethra  : 
44  there  was  a  diflance  between  thefe  cords  ;  between 
44  the  firfl  and  the  lail  they  took  up  about  a  finger’s 
44  breadth  in  the  urethra,  which  fo  contradled  itfelf 
44  in  the  fpace  they  occupied,  that  it  was  almofl  as 
44  narrow  again  in  that  part  as  above  or  below.3* 
But  the  firings  in  the  cavity  of  the  urethra  projedled 
in  the  fame  place,  fo  that  a  fpecillum  or  probe  could 
not  pafs,  either  from  the  glans  upwards,  or  through 
the  cut  urethra,  where  the  proflatae  terminate  down¬ 
wards  :  yet  he  mentions  no  growing  carnofity,  which 
certainly  could  not  efcape  the  fight  of  fo  reputed  an 
anatomifl,  if  it  had  been  there. 

This  caufe  of  the  dyfuria  and  ifchuria,  depem 
dant  only  on  the  flrkfure  of  the  urethra,  appears 
very  frequently  ;  and  a  celebrated  lurgeon  *  be¬ 
lieves  it  to  be  the  mofl  frequent  of  all  other  caufes  * 
and  that  fometimes  it  only  takes  up  a  fmall  place  in 
the  urethra ;  fometimes  grows  to  a  considerable 
length,  frequently  in  three  or  four  different  places  ; 
and  that  fuch  a  conflridtion  is  fuffrcient  to  produce 
all  thofe  evils  which  are  wont  to  be  attributed  to  the 
increafing  carnofity  of  the  urethra. 

M3  It 
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It  is  certain,  that  a  great  contraction  in  the  mem 
branous  parts  of  the  body  fometimes  produces  ob 
ftinate  and  difficult  difeafes.  Sharp  *  faw  the  intefti 
num  reCtum  fo  contracted  about  the  anus,  in  foui 
perfons,  that  the  cavity  of  that  inteftine  did  not  ex 
ceed  the  diameter  of  a  goofe’s  quill  in  one  of  theli 
patients  j  the  fears  remaining  from  wounds  and  ulcer 
healed,  often  leave  fuch  a  contraction  for  fomc  week: 
and  months  *,  hence  it  will  leem  no  wonder,  tha 
fuch  contractions  of  the  urethra  frequently  occu 
after  one  or  more  often- repeated  gonorrheas  :  bu 
it  feems  wonderful,  that  fuch  an  evil  fhould  occur 
ftfter  a  gonorrhea  many  years  healed.  They  begin  b) 
making  water  with  trouble,  which  gradually  aug¬ 
ments  ;  the  urine  flows  out;  like  a  fmall  thread,  anc 
fometimes  runs  into  a  double  or  forked  ftream  :  i: 
proper  remedies  are  not  foon  applied,  a  total  fup 
preflion  of  uripe  follows ,  particularly  iathofe  who  in 
dulge  themlelves  more  freely  with  women  and  wine 
it  is  known  how  much  all  thefe  parts  may  fwel 
whillt  the  veins  are  puffed  up  by .  the  yefterday’ 
wine.  Perhaps  a  flight  impediment,  formed  in  thi 
urethra,  which  might  be  borne  without  any  damage 
will  ftop  the  channel,  whereby  the  neighbouring  vef 
fei  fuddenly  i  welling,  the  urethra  is  inflamed  and  thi 
channel  ftraitened.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  paii 
is  in  fuch  a  cafe  diminiflied,  if  the  contracted  ure 
txhra  is  dilated  by  a  leaden  pencil,  or  a  bougie ;  fo 
the  pain  and  ftrangury  are  mitigated,  and  the  pa 
tient  can  retain  his  urine  much  longer.  Sharp  -j 
wondered  that  he  had  diminiflied  the  pain  by  ai 
extenflon  of  that  contracted  channel  ^  but  he  ob 
ferved,  that  the  fame  happened  in  other  kinds  o 
contractions.  From  a  ganglion  placed  under  th 
ligament  of  the  wrift,  may  proceed  a  contraction  0 
the  Angers  (which  ufually  happens) ;  fo  that  the  top 
bf  the  fingers,  or  the  palms  of  the  hands  are  op 
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prefted  with  great  pains,  which  diminifh  in  the  fame 
proportion  as  the  fingers  are  extended,  and  held  in 
that  pofition  by  a  proper  bandage  :  fuch  an  exten- 
fion  ought  to  be  gradually  made,  and  not  at  one  and 
the  fame  time,  as  may  be  eafily  underftood.  Hence 
alio  thicker  inftruments  ftiould  be  fucceffively  ufed, 
in  the  dilatation  of  the  urethra.  After  the  fingers  are 
entirely  extended,  the  pain  ceafes,  but  returns  when 
the  fingers  are  let  loofe,  and  they  fpontaneoufly  be¬ 
gin  to  be  contracted  again. 

But  as  fuch  patients  felt  fo  hidden  relief  from  the 
dilatation  of  the  urethra,  it  cannot  be  believed,  that 
a  fuppuration  could  be  excited  in  fo  fhort  a  time  in 
the  urethra,  fo  as  to  confume  the  obftacle  lurking 
in  the  channel,  or  remarkably  diminifli  it ;  and 
moreover,  the  ftrangury  will  immediately  return 
when  thefe  dilating  inftruments  are  withdrawn.  It 
appears  therefore,  that  this  alteration  is  to  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  fuftentation  of  the  fibres,  which  are 
forced  into  a  ftrong  contraction. 

From  thefe  and  many  more  fuch  like  obfervations, 
fome  have  believed,  that  carunculas  were  never  in 
the  channel  of  the  urethra  *,  as  fo  many  other  caufes 
‘  are  known,  which  may  produce  all  thefe  evils  which 
are  ufually  attributed  to  thefe  carunculae.  I  have 
read  the  famous  Bar  art  s  *  collection  for  the  cure  of 
thefe  difeafes,  with  deferved  attention.  Sharp  f  in¬ 
deed  believed,  that  it  feldom  happened  that  the  ca- 
runculae  are  alone  in  the  venereal  ifchuria,  but  for  the 
rnoft  part  have  thefe  attendant  iymptoms,  ftriCture  of 
the  urethra,  callous  fears,  protuberances  of  the  cor¬ 
pus  fpongiofum  of  the  urethra,  (which  certainly  be¬ 
long  or  relate  to  the  carnous  excrefcences)  *,  and  yet 
fie  confefles  to  have  feen  carunculas  in  the  urethra, 
but  of  fo  fmall  a  fize,  that  they  did  not  exceed  the 
head  of  a  fmall  pin  *  from  hence  they  fcarcely  feem 

M  4  able 
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able  to  flop  up  the  channel  of  tha  urethra,  unlefs 
that  fome  other  caufes  are  alfo  acceffary  thereunto : 
he  alfo  believes,  that  the  carunculas,  *is  being  of  fo 
fmall  a  fize,  were  negleCted  by  thofe  who  fearched 
for  the  caufe  of  the  ifchuria  in  dead  bodie:  efpe- 
cially  as  they  expeCted  to  find  each  of  them  grown 
into  a  flefhy  lump,  of  far  greater  growth,  and  fo 
denied  or  contradicted  their  exiftence  :  it  is  alfo  very 
likely,  that  thofe  fungous  bodies  were  fallen  together  ' 
after  death,  and  were  greatlydiminifhed  of  their  bulk, 
as  it  was  obferved  in  SeCt.  1423,  where  the  figns  of 
the  ftone  in  the  bladder  are  treated  of;  it  may  be  feen* 
that  the  internal  fuperficies  of  the  bladder  is  feme- 
times  befieged  by  growing  carnofities,  different  in 
fize ;  and  as  the  urethra  feeras  to  be  produced  by  a 
continuation  of  fubftance,  almoit  from  the  neck  of 
the  bladder,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  fuch  evils  fhould 
happen  in  the  channel  of  the  urethra  :  but  Sharp 
obferved,  that  fuch  growing  carnofities,  thotigh 
fmall,  had  produced  great  pain  in  the  urethra  of  $ 
virgin ;  they  occupied  the  orifice  of  the  urinal  paf- 
fage,  and  for  many  months  excruciated  her  with  the 
moft  intolerable  pain,  which  did  not  ceafe  till  they 
were  all  extirpated :  he  adds,  that  he  diflfeCted  feme 
urethras  in  which  the  carunculs  were  manifeftly 
found,  but  he  alfo  found  feme  other  impediments 
in  feme  urethras ;  in  one  he  found  a  filament  placed 
acrofs  the  channel  of  the  urethra,  near  the  veru- 
jmontanum,  which  totally  obftruCted  the  entrance 
of  the  catheter  into  the  bladder :  from  whence 

-  2  1  .  ..  * 

the  ifchuria  was  gendered  mortal,  fie  faw  many 
more  fuch  filaments  in  another  body,  all  grown  to¬ 
gether  by  one  extremity  to  the  membrane  of  the 
urethra,  whilft  the  other  ends  fluctuated  in  freedom ; 
yet  one  of  thefe  was  nine  twelfths  of  an  inch  longi 
and  adhered  to  the  urethra  by  both  its  ends;  its 
courfe  ran  parallel  to  the  axis  of  the  channel.  There 
occured  in  a  third  body  a  fmall  growth  of  flefh,  re- 

fembhng 
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fembling  one  of  the  valvulae  tricufpides  of  the 
heart. 

Thefe  carunculas  cannot  be  perceived  by  the  eye, 
in  living  bodies,  except  when  they  adhere  near  the 
orifice  of  the  urethra  :  it  happened  that  I  twice  faw 
fuch  a  caruncula.  A  youth  of  twenty-two  years  of 
age,  had  laboured  under  a  gonorrhea,  of  which  he 
was  fo  cured,  that  no  traces  of  the  diforder  remained : 
in  fome  weeks  after,  he  came  to  me  for  advice* 
ihewing  a  little  fungous  lump  of  grown  flefh,  about 
the  diftance  of  one  twelfth  of  an  inch  from  the  ori¬ 
fice  of  the  urethra,  and  as  it  were  fp ringing  from  it, 
but  it  was  of  the  colour  of  that  part  to  which  it  ad¬ 
hered.  I  touched  this  caruncula  with  fome  lapis  in- 
fernalis,  then  flopped  my  hand  whilft  it  grew  black, 
and  the  pain  quickly  fubfided,  without  any  other 
inconvenience  :  as  it  then  but  partly  fell  off  by  this 
manner  of  fearing,  I  touched  it  a  fecond  time  with 
the  lapis  infernalis,  *  and  entirely  burned  it  away. 
But  that  I  fhouid  be  careful  left  the  caruncula,  thus 
feared  by  this  cauftic,  fhouid  immediately  touch  the 
oppofite  fide  of  his  urethra,  I  held  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra  for  fome  months  dilated,  and  fomented  the 
part,  touched  with  the  cauftic,  with  a  little  fponge 
wet  with  warm  water,  in  which  I  had  diluted  a  few 
drops  of  oil  of  tartar  per  deliquium.  It  is  well  known, 
that  the  lapis  infernalis  deftroys  the  fungous  flefh  iri 
an  inftant ;  hence  a  light  momentary  touch  is  fufli- 
cient :  but  the  oil  of  tartar  per  deliquium  is  to  be 
diluted  with  much  water,  fo  that  it  may  be  rendered 
more  mild,  as  that  it  may  not  have  power  to  irri¬ 
tate  it,  whilft  it  draws  to  itfelf  the  concentrated  acid 
of  nitre^  (which  being  united  with  the  pureft  of  fil- 
ver,  oonftitutes-  the  lapis  infernalis)  ;  which  being 
dope,  the  filver  remains,  from  which  there  is  nothing 
to  be  feared. 

In  fome  months  after,  this  fame  young  man  con- 
traded  a  gonorrhea  by  impure  venery,  of  which  he 
happily  cured,  yet  a  frefli  caruncula  fprung  up 
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in  the  fame  place,  and  he  was  again  cured  by  the 
fame  method  :  that  fo  terrified  him,  that  he  after¬ 
wards  lived  chafte  and  free  from  all  evils  of  this 
nature. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that  the  channel  of  the 
urethra,  efpecially  about  the  orifice  of  it,  is  befieged 
with  venereal  warts,  which  are  diftjnguiffied  from  ca- 
runculae,  becaufe  they  are  harder  and  more  callous  :  it 
does  not  appear,  whether  fuch  warts  adhere  more 
deeply  into  the  urethra  or  not ;  yet  if  they  certainly 
did,  they  in  like  manner  may  create  an  impediment 
of  urine,  as  the  carunculae  dp,  and  perhaps  a 
greater,  as  fuch  warts  bred  in  the  glans,  and  the  in¬ 
ternal  parts  of  the  prepuce,  grow  to  a  large  fize.  I 
have  fet  down  another  oblervation  in  SeCt.  2372,  | 
of  a  young  man  labouring  with  a  vijrulent  gonor¬ 
rhea,  who,  after  a  ftrong  mercurial  purge,  confifl>  \ 
ing  of  Turbith  mineral /,  Scammonei ,  Refina  Jallapte, 
was  not  only  much  relieved  with  regard  to,  the  gonor¬ 
rhea,  but  from  many  warts  befieging  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra,  which  became  flabby  and  wrinkled,  then 
fell  off  in  a  few  days  after :  I  confefs,  that  I  hope 
to  reap  great  fuccefs,  by  the  application  of  fuch  a 
remedy  in  fuch  cafes.  I  think  I  have  feen  fome  lit¬ 
tle  flabby  pieces  of  fkin  difcharged  with  the  urine, 
after  the  ufe  of  this  remedy  *,  thefe  refembled  the 
wrinkled  venereal  warts ;  yet,  as  I  have  but  once 
obferved  this,  I  am  not  willing  tcT  affirm  any  thing 
relative  to  it  for  certain. 

It  is  indeed  manifeft  from  what  has  been  faid> 
that  the  dyfuria  and  ifchuria  are  not  always  occa- 
lioned  by  growing  carnofities,  but  that  they  and 
many  other  caufes  may  produce  the  fame  evils  :  but 
we  fee  that  many  phyficians  and  furgeons,  had  com¬ 
monly  thought  of  the  carunculae  alone,  and  had  di¬ 
rected  every  method  of  extirpating  or  curing  them 
formerly  :  but  as  they  knew  how  to  reprefs  the  fun¬ 
gous  fleffi  of  wounds  and  ulcers  by  the  external  ap¬ 
plication  of  drying  remedies,  and  thus  entirely  conr 
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fume  them  by  thefe  corrofive  applications  ;  they  from 
thence  thought  of  applying  fuch  like  remedies  to  the 
carunculae  of  the  urethra  ;  yet  they  have  not  been 
follicitous  enough  to  fortify  the  whole  and  found 
parts  againft  the  adion  of  corrofives :  fo  Parens  * 
advifes,  that  a  leaden  cylinder,  pointed  and  rough, 
for  about  a  fingers  breadth,  at  the  end  like  a  round 
file,  be  thruft  into  the  urethra  beyond  the  carunculae, 
and  then  be  worked  fo  as  that  thefe  grown  carno- 
fities  may  be  deftroyed  and  rubbed  away  :  he  would 
have  this  done  fomewhat  roughly,  that  a  remarkable 
haemorrhage  may  follow,  which  he  commends  for 
emptying  the  fhifted  veftels  ;  and  he  defcribes  a  cut¬ 
ting  inftrument,  which  can  with  fafety  be  introduced 
along  the  urethra,  unto  the  carunculae  ;  then  he  or¬ 
ders  the  penis  to  be  prefied  againft  the  cutting  point 
of  this  inftrument,  that  fo  the  carunculae  may  be 
taken  away  :  he  alfo  orders  by  another  method,  that 
fome  acrid  and  corrofive  powders  be  inje&ed  to  the 
carunculae,  fuch  as  that  of  fabina ,  antimonium ,  &V. 
like  wife  advifes,  that  verdigris ,  auripigmentum ,  and 
vitriolum  Romanum  be  applied  ;  yet  he  cautions  not 
the  operator  to  touch  but  the  fungous  fiefh  only, 
with  thefe  corrofives,  that  the  reft  of  the  fuperficies 
of  the  urethra  may  remain  free. 

Some  others  being  afterwards  confident  of  this 
metliioJ?  imitated  it  ;  fo  we  read  that  f  Solingius , 
being  confulted  by  a  man  whofe  urethra  was  al'moft 
entirely  fill’d  with  malignant  callous  excrefcences, 
immiferit  in  illam  fpecillum  incurvatum  ^argent eum,  un~ 
dique  crenis  five  incifuris  tufum ,  cujus  ope ,  quamvis  non 
fine  ingenti  dolore ,  tantum  ibidem  effecit  fpatium ,  ut 
illico  urinam  quodammodo  reddiderit  mifer  :  “  he  thruft 
“  a  filver  ciooked  probe,  which  was  notched  or 
“  hacked  every  where,  into  the  urethra  5  then  he, 
fc  by  the  ^ftiftaftce  of  this  inftrument,  though  not 

“  without 
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cc  without  great  pain,  made  fuch  an  opening  there 
“  as  could  immediately  permit  the  wretch,  in  fome 
“  meafure,  to  make  water.”  He  afterwards  attempt¬ 
ed  to  confume  thefe  callofities  with  remedies,  but  in 
vain  *,  from  whence  he  cut  the  whole  length  of  the 
urethra,  except  the  glans ;  con  fumed  the  whole  cal¬ 
lous  fubftance  with  a  corroding  remedy ;  then  fewed 
up  the  urethra'  with  fmall  iilver  needles,  as  is  ufually 
done  in  the  cure  of  a  hare-lip  :  but  he  alfo  thruft 
in  a  fmall  flexible  catheter,  during  the  time  of  the 
cure,  to  afford  a  free  callage  to  the  urine.  Though 
this  man  had  fuffered  fuch  excruciating  pains,  he  af¬ 
terwards  impudently  boafted,  that  the  knotty  fears 
in  his  penis  rendered  him  more  pleaflng  than  before 
to  the  Italian  proftitutes. 

Nobody  will  eafily  imitate  this  cure,  which  re¬ 
quires  fo  many  diffedions  of  the  urethra ;  and  that 
ftill  lefs,  which  is  attempted  by  corrofives  injeded 
through  the  whole  urethra  to  the  place  where  the 
obfkcle  lies :  the  ufe  of  corrofives  can  never  be  fafe, 
unlefs  the  eyes,  can  dired  the  hand.  How  many 
evils  are  to  be  feared,  when  fuch-like  methods  of 
cure  are  attempted  by  empirics  or  quacks,  whofe 
impudence  equals  their  moft  ftupid  ignorance ! 
A  famous  furgeon,*  who  flourifhed  about  the  end  of 
the  laft  century,  faw  many  fuch  patients  miferably 
perifh  by  thofe  methods,  even  in  twenty-four  hours 
after  the  bougie  was  introduced,  with  a  corroding 
remedy,  into  the  urethra  :  but  as  that  author  be¬ 
lieved,  that  no  caruncula  was  ever  found  in  the 
cavity  of  the  urethra,  he  placed  one  only  hope  in 
the  dilatation  of  the  urethra,  by  bougies  thruft  in, 
gradually  and  fucceflively  thickening,  and  a  long 
time  kept  there  *,  whilft  at  the  fame  time  thofe  who 
rendered  themfelves  thus  obnoxious  to  torture,  led 
fober  lives;  for  itfts  obferved,  that  fuch  evils  will 

become 
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become  more  violent  again,  whilft  the  unwary  in¬ 
dulge  themfelves  with  women  and  good  cheer. 

Some  more  prudent  furgeons,  who  devifed  a  me¬ 
thod  of  confuming  thefe  filthy  excrelcences  in  the 
urethra  with  milder  remedies,  and  more  caution  in 
the  application  of  them,  have  attempted  this  mat¬ 
ter  :  they  explored  the  urethra  with  a  thicker  wax 
candle,  or  a  bougie,  until  they  touched  the  obftacle 
to  the  freedom  of  urine  •,  they  meafured  the  length 
which  entered  the  urethra,  and  fo  determined  the 
place  exactly  where  the  evil  adhered.  If  any  more 
fuch  obftacles  were  there,  they  can  be  diftinguifhed 
by  either  taking  out  the  bougie,  or  dipping  it  deeper 
into  the  urethra. 

But  as  the  wax,  of  which  thefe  boug/es  are  pre¬ 
pared,  may  fometimes  be  brittle,  before  the  heat  of 
blood  foftens  it,  and  as  the  urethra  running  through 
the  inferior  part  of  the  penis  is  expofed  to  the  am¬ 
bient  air,  it  fometimes  happens,  that  the  wax  k 
broken  *,  from  hence  the  wick  remaining  entire,  in 
that  place  where  it  formed  an  angle,  can  hardly  be 
withdrawn  without  fome  damage ;  for  this  reafon, 
the  furgeons,  in  the  fixteenth  century,  rolled  a  can¬ 
dle  in  the  thinneft  and  oldeft  cloth.  *  At  this  day,  as 
it  is  well  known,  wax  candles  are  fcarcely  ufed,  but 
tents  of  rolled  linen  and  fparadrapi,  fteeped  in  me¬ 
dical  preparations  like  a  plafter,  are  applied,  which 
cannot  break,  but  always  can  be  drawn  out  whole. 

They  anointed  the  end  of  fuch  a  candle  with  the 
very  remedy  they  hoped  to  fucceed  with  in  the  con- 
fumption  or  removal  of  the  obftrudtion  of  urine, 
either  by  a  light  corrofion  or  a  fuppuration  *,  and 
whilft  they  endeavoured  at  this,  they  were  alfo  care¬ 
ful,  that  fuch  a  corroding  remedy  fhould  not  irritate 
the  reft  of  the  internal  fuperficies  of  the  urethra. 
Some  others  thruft  a  filver  tube  into  the  cavity  of 
the  urethra,  to  where  the  evil  or  obftacle  lies,  and 
then  thruft  a  fmailer  candle,  or  one  of  thefe  tents, 

.  '  with 
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with  the  end  dipped  in  the  corroding  remedy, 
through  the  tube ;  fuch  an  ointment  is  defcribed  * 
to  be  compofed  rather  of  drying  than  acrid  corro¬ 
ding  remedies ;  fuch  as,  Cerujfam ,  Tutiam ,  Lithar - 
gyrium ,  Antimonii  pollinis ,  Sec.  opium  alfo  being 
added,  that  the  fenfibility  of  the  place  affe&ed 
may  be  diminifhed  :  thefe  may  fuffice,  and  by  thefe 
the  fungous  grown  flefh,  which  formed  fuch  an  ob- 
flacle,  may  be  alfo  diminiflied.  So  the  cure  was 
continued  per  15,  18,  aut  20  dies ,  juxta  mali  magni- 
t udine My  &  prout  carnofitas  videbatur  apeririy  ac  in 
pus  refohiy  44  during  15,  18,  or  20  days,  according 
4C  to  the  violence  of  the  complaint ;  and  fo  the  car- 
tc  nofity  was  feen  to  open  and  diffolve  into  corrup- 
44  tion  /’  for  fuch  a  cure  cannot  be  perfected  more 
fafely,  then  by  a  kind  fuppuration.  Cum  autem  vi- 
debisy  urinam  liber e  &  facile  reddiy  pauco  pure  turba - 
tarn  tunc  oportebity  primum  unguentum  grifeum  (quod 
nempe  Cerujfamy  \ TutiaMy  &c.  CGntinet)  a  candela  tol¬ 
ler  e\  fed  illines  candelam  tot  am  fecundo  unguento  ( quod 
ex  unguento  rofato  Galeniy  albo  Rhafis  camphor atOy  & 
pomato  fine  fpeciebusy  paratur)y  continuando  oclo  aut 
decern  dieSy  quoufque  pus  non  amplius  effluat  cum  can - 
delay  nec  ullus  dolor  inter  mejendum  percipiatury  quo 
tempore  abjlinendum  erit  a  remediis  ;  -f  44  But  when 
44  you  fee  the  urine  troubled  with  but  little  corrup- 
44  tion,  and  freely  flowing  out,  lay*  afide  the  ufe  of 
44  this  firfl  ointment,  (compofed  of  ceruffa  tutium, 
44  See.)  but  you  mufl  anoint  the  whole  candle  in 
44  this  fecond  ointment,  (which  is  compofed  of  un- 
44  guentum,  rofatum  Galeni,  album  Rhafis  campho- 
44  ratum,  and  pomatum  fine  fpeciebus)  :  this  is  to  be 
44  continued  for  eight  or  ten  days  ;  after  which,  if  no 
44  more  corruption  will  come  out  with  the  candle, 
44  nor  any  pain  be  felt  in  urining,  then  it  will  be 
44  time  to  ufe  no  more  remedies/ 7 

?  J 
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It  plainly  appears,  that  an  open  field  has  been  left 
to  men  (killed  in  this  art,  by  divers  methods  to  at¬ 
tempt  the  cure  of  this  mod  painful  ifchuria,  which 
often  follows  a  repeated  gonorrhea,  and  often  returns 
to  many  perfons  who  believed  themfelves  entirely 
cured  and  free  from  this  evil. 

'  Other,  prudent  phyficians  and  furgeons  wifhed 
for  nothing  more  than  to  find  out  a  method  and 
remedies  by  which  thefe  obftacles  of  the  urethra 
might  be  eradicated,  without  any  great  damage  to  the 
channel  of  it,  and  without  thofe  moft  malignant 
fymptoms,  which  were  fo  often  the  refultof  impru¬ 
dent  trials  of  cure,  and  often  threatened  the  lofs  of 
life  to  the  patient ;  they  fought  for  efficacious  but 
yet  fafe  remedies  ;  they  fcarcely  hoped  to  be  able  to 
perfed  a  cure  without fome  pain,  and  farther  damage 
attending  it ;  yet  an  excefs  of  thefe  ought  to  be 
avoided  fo  far,  as  that  no  dangerous  inflammation 
may  be  the  confequence :  but  as  it  is  fo  often  fuf- 
peded,  that  the  contagion  of  the  venereal  difeafe 
lurks  in  thefe  evils,  it  is  no  wonder,  that  mercury, 
and  all  its  various  preparations,  were  applied  to  that 
place  affeded  in  the  urethra,  that  it  might  be  healed, 
not  only  by  an  internal  but  a  local  application  allb 
of  thefe  remedies  and  fuch  like.  Alexander  Trojanus 
Petronius  *,  who  wrote  of  the  Lues  two  centuries 
ago,  commended  the  application  of  red  precipitate 
powder,  for  confuming  the  carunculae  in  the  ure¬ 
thra  ,  but  he  allb  affirmed,  that  the  common  preci¬ 
pitate  fold  in  fhops,  and  compofed  of  quickfilver 
and  aqua-fortis  decoded  to  a  drynefs,  can  hardly  be 
applied  without  danger,  as  it  may  contain  a  con¬ 
centrated  acid  of  nitre  ;  whereby  it  is  ftrongly  corro- 
five :  from  whence  he  recommends  a  precipitate 
made  of  quickfilver  without  any  additional  acrids, 
but  mixt  with  gold  or  filver  that  hath  been  a  long 
while  digefted  ;  then  he  adds.  At  ft  verum  eft,  ( ut 
ft  quihufdam  accipio),  ex  Jolo  ipfo  argcnto  vivo ,  abfque 
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ulla  alia  mixtura ,  confici  poffe ,  id  profetto  &  omnibus 
mtiponi  debet ,  &  minime  omnium  dolore  afficiet. 
Neque  nos  deterredti  quod  iidem  dicant ,  id  egere  longift 
jimo  temporis  fpatio ,  ut  put  a  decern  pluriumque  menfiumy 
£s?  fumma  turn  cur  a  turn  diligentia  •,  hoc  enim ,  quominus 
paretur ,  impedire  quidem  poteft  \  fed ,  ubi  paratum  eft> 
magis  quam  alia  profit ,  non  poteft  :  “  But  if  it  be 
“  true  (as  I  have  it  from  certain  perfons)  that  that 
u  precipitate  can  be  perfectly  formed  of  quickfilver 
M  only,  without  any  other  mixtures,  it  muft  be  pre- 
<c  ferable  to  all  others,  as  it  will  alfo  caufe  the  leaft 
46  pain  :  nor  fhould  it  deter  us,  becaufe  thefe  fame 

perfons  fay,  that  its  preparation  requires  a  very 
46  long  fpace  of  time,  fuch  as  for  ten  or  more  months, 
“  and  with  the  greateft  care  and  diligence  :  this  may 
“  indeed  impede  its  being  prepared ;  when  fully 
u  prepared,  then  it  is  more  effedual  than  all  others/* 
And  Hill  all  thefe  laborious  mercurial  preparations, 
though  attended  with  lefs  acrimony  than  thole  com- 
pofed  of  the  fpirituous  acids  are  not  yet  totally  void, 
of  acrimony  ;  as  I  have  faid  upon  another  occafion, 
inSecf.  135,  No.  4. 

They  who  boafted  of  being  the  mofl  happily  fuc- 
cefsful  in  curing  thefe  evils,  concealed  their  fecret. 
So  by  the  teftimonies  of  'Trincavellus  and  Alexan¬ 
der  Majfaria ,  one  Peter ,  a  native  of  France,  was 
celebrated  as  the  moil  fkilful  in  Venice,  at  extirpa-* 
ting  thefe  carunculas,  as  his  fon  alfo  was  after  him  ; 
he  thruft  bougies,  when  he  had  anointed  their  tops 
with  certain  corroding  medicines,  into  the  urethra ; 
then,  in  the  fame  manner,  ufed  another  remedy  for 
healing  and  cicatrizing  the  wound  in  the  urethra.  The 
duke  of  Parma  obtained  this  fecret,  who  commu¬ 
nicated  it  to  the  grandfather  of  Francijcus  Roncallus 
a  phyfician  of  Brefcia  :  this  unguentum  confifted  of 
one  part  of  Ceruffn  Camphor  at  a,  and  two  parts  of 
unguentum  de  tutia  Vigonis ,  to  which,  when  mixed  to¬ 
gether,  was  added  fuch  a  quantity  of  red  precipi¬ 
tate,  finely  ground,  as  was  fufficient  to  tinge  the 

whole 
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whole,  mafs  with  its  colour  *  It  would  have  been 
Certainly  more  prudent  to  limit  the  quantity  of  the  red 
precipitate  by  an  accurate  weight,  than  by  the  colour 

of  the  mats,  whofe  intenfends  may  be  thus  altoge¬ 
ther  varied. 

We  read  that  Henry  the  fourth,  king  of  France 
and  N  a  vane,  labouicd  under  a  flrangury  and  dyfu- 
na  during  eight  years,  both  which  were  followers 
of  a  former  gonorrhea ;  and  it  is  faid,  that  he  was 
cured  alfo  by  this  method  in  the  ipace  of  five  weeks. 
The  powder,  whofe  preparation  remained  a  fecret, 
was  mixed  with  frefli  butter,  which  Loyfeau,  the 
king  s  phyfician,  laid  on  the  caruncula  of  the  ure- 
thia,  by  the  help  of  a  little  pipe,  very  tenderly  in 
the  evening,  then--  wafhed  it  out  of  the  urethra  the 
next  morning  with  milder  remedies ;  and  fo  he  went 
on  until  the  caruncula  was  conlumed,  then  applied 
remedies  for  bringing  it  to  an  elchar,  &c.  But  though 
this  phyfician  was  a  gentleman  by  birth,  a  defervinor 
Compleat  man,  and  deflitute  of  a  fon  to  whom  he 
might  leave  his  fecrets  as  an  inheritance,  he  ftill 
left  thofe  remedies  he  ufed  unrevealed.  Ufque  adeo 
magnam  vim  confuetudo  obtinet  in  plerifque ,  ut  ea,  qui - 
bus  ajjueyijfe  olim  fruftuofum  fuit,  pergant  agere ,  etiam 
dum  fibi  nullus  inde  fruttus  futurus  eft  :  “  Cuflom 
“  has  fuch  power  over  molt  men,  that  they  will  con- 
I  tinue  to  do  or  attend  to  thole  things  which  ufed 
“  to  be  profitable  to  them,  even  when  it  is  impoffi- 
ble'that  they  fhould  receive  any  farther  advantage 
“  from  them.  G 

Others  applied  different  remedies  to  heal  the  ca- 
runculas  of  the  urethra  •,  they  moflly  mixed  crude, 
or  quick  mercury,  pr  a  mercurial  preparation  of  a 
milder  nature  ;  white  precipitate,  mercurius  dulcis, 
&c.  All  praifed  their  own  remedies,  and  affirmed, 
that  they  had  feen  the  mod;  profperous  effedts  of 
them.  Some  others  clofely  concealed  their  fecrer 
VoL-  XVII.  N  methods 
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methods  of  cure,  left  they  fhould  be  greatly  cheap¬ 
ened,  and  left  the  gains  expected  from  them  ftiould 
be  diminifhed  by  revealing  them  :  it  would  be  over 
tedious  to  fearch  anxioufly  into  all  thefe,  nor  would 
the  utility  perhaps  compenfate  the  tirefome  labour. 
It  may  fufflce  to  mention  fome  fpecimens,  fuch  as 
of  the  candles  or  bougies  which  Jacobus  Dar an  ufed. 
He  formerly  attended  both  in  the  emperor’s  army 
and  hofpitals  ;  he  afterwards  had  the  honour  of  be* 
ing  received  furgeon  to  the  king  of  France,  where 
his  chief  operations  confifted  in  the  cure  of  the  ca- 
runculas  in  the  urethra,  and  hepublifhed  a  treatife*  of 
a  new  method  of  curing  thefe  evils.  I  have  atten¬ 
tively  read  that  work,  and  colle&ed  the  following 
matter  from  thence. 

The  tents  or  candles,  fo  called,  terminate  in  a 
point  from  a  larger  bafe  ;  they  are  flexible,  or  are  at 
leaft  fo  foftened  by  the  heat  of  the  urethra,  that  they 
may  acquire  a  due  flexibility,  and  be  commodioufly 
worn  by  the  patients. 

The  effect  is,  to  excite  a  fuppu ration  in  the  ure* 
thra,  and  by  that  to  aiffolve  and  confume  the  fun¬ 
gous  flefhy  excrefcences  and  warts,  but  without  any 
corroflon  :  befides,  by  the  ufe  of  thefe,  there  comes 
a  flux  of  gonorrheal  matter  forth,  which  is  yellow 
turning  to  a  green,  (whofe  fuppreffion  he  ftated  to 
have  given  birth  to  thefe  evils)  it  renews  and  almoft 
returns  as  a  recent  one  :  from  hence  he  chiefly  proves, 
that  the  patient,  in  that  ftage  of  a  cure,  will  in- 
fed  a  woman  if  he  lies  with  her. 

Thefe  tents  are  faid  to  have  this  wonderful  effed, 
that  they  ad  not  on  the  found  parts  of  the  urethra, 
fcut  only  on  thofe  places  of  it  where  the  obftacles,  di- 
minifhing  the  cavity  of  the  urethra,  adhere,  and  fo 
are  confumed  by  the  fuppuration  produced  therein  j 
from  whence  if  they  are  alfo  thruft  into  the  urethra 
of  a  found  man,  they  will  in  no  wife  operate,  as  they 
want1  a  corroding  power  *  nor  do  they'yet  excite  any 

‘  r"  pairt 
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pain  in  the  difeafed,  though  their  a<5Hon  is  fo  quick, 
that  in  three  or  four  hours  after  they  are  applied, 
the  corruption  will  begin  to  come  forth. 

Befides,  it  is  proved,  that  a  fchirrous  hardnefs 
may  be  diffolved  in  the  fame  manner  ;  yet  it  appears, 
that  this  does  not  always  fucceed,  as  the  author  ac¬ 
knowledges,  that  he  could  not  diffolve  a  fcirrnous 
hardnefs  occupying  the  bulb  of  the  urethra. 

There  is  no  regimen  of  diet  prefcribed  during  the 
time  of  the  cure  *,  few  or  no  remedies  are  inwardly 
taken,  for  the  whole  cure  is  expelled  from  a  local 
application  of  this  remedy,  if  the  place  affe&ed 
can  be  touched  by  it.  Where  the  cure  is  notwith- 
ftanding  protraded  beyond  its  ufual  time,  then  the 
author  confeifes,  that  the  venereal  virus  mil  ft  be  ftill 
extirpated  by  a  fpecific  remedy. 

The  cure  by  thefe  candles  will  take  up  the  time 
of  thirty  or  forty  days,  and  is  fometimes  prolonged 
to  two  or  three  months,  and  longer  yet  in  more  dif¬ 
ficult  cafes. 

Bougies  of  a  different  efficacy, are  applied  in  this 
cure,  on  account  of  the  diverfity  of  the  evil  which 
they  are  to  take  away  •,  yet,  though  no  pain  is  ufually 
excited  by  this  remedy,  the  author  ftill  acknowledges, 
that  fome  anodyne  candles  are  put  into  the  urethra 
I  to  abate  the  pain  produced  there  by  the  hrft.  k 
|  fometimes  happens,  in  the  beginning  of  the  cure, 
[that  the  bougie  cannot  be  thruft  deep  enough  into 
the  urethra,  whilftit  meets  the  principal  obftacle  ad¬ 
hering  there  ;  whence  being,  by  the  efficacy  of  this 
remedy,  removed,  the  bougie  is  thruft  farther  in  un¬ 
til  it  meets  a  new  obftacle  •,  which  is  in  like  manner 
removed,  until  the  whole  length  of  the  urethra  be¬ 
comes  free,  and  until  no  more  corruption  comes 
out,  or  is  obferved  to  adhere  to  the  bougie,  after  a 
long  (lay  in  the  urethra  ;  for  fo  the  certainty  of  a 
complete  cure  may  be  conceived,  without  any  fear  of 
a  relapfe.  But  as  the  author  ftates  the  power  of  the 
remedy  to  be  fo  very  active  in  that  place  where  the  oh- 

N  2  ftrucf ion. 


j8q  The  Venereal  Disease.  Se&.  1451. 

ftrucSion  of  urine  adheres  to  the  urethra,  and  not  in 
the  found  remaining  fuperficies  of  it ;  he  imagines 
from  hence,  that  he  can  diftmguifh.  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  place  affeded,  on  the  bougie  when 
drawn  out,  by  the  corruption  {till  flicking  on  th^t 
part  of  ft  which  was  more  contiguous  to  the  morbid 
pbftacle.  Some  other  men,  famous  in  this  art,  were 
rather  of  opinion,  that  the  internal  fuperficies  of  the 
urethra  is  io  lenfibly  irritated  by  the  application  of 
the  bougie,  that  the  quantity  of  natural  mucus  may 
be  increafed  and  lmear  the  cavity  of  the  urethra,  fo 
that  what  flicks  to  the  bougie,  by  a  long  delay  in 
the  urethra,  fhould  not  be  taken  for  corruption,  but 
for  a  natural  mucus  copioufly  difchargech  Daran 
folve.s  this  difficulty,  by  the  following  argument  . 
he  particularly  affirms,  that  a  bougie  introduced  into 
rhe  urethra  of  a  found  man,  who  never  laboured 
under  a  gonorrhea,  and  there  left  for  four  hours, 
will  be  altogether  clean  when  drawn  out  •,  then,  if 
the  lame  bougie  be  thrufl  into  the  urethra  of  a  man 
having  a  gonorrhea,  and  there  left  during  the  like, 
or  yet°lefs  time,  the  fuperficies  of  it  will  be  covered 
with  thick  matter  •,  which  fhould  equally  happen 
from  a  found  man,  if  that  matter,  thus  flicking  to 
the  bougie,  had  been  a  natural  mucus  copioufly 
purged  by  the  irritation  of  the  bougie  ilicking  in  the 
urethra :  befides,  he  remaries,  that  the  whole  ambit 
of  the  bougie  would  be  then  touched  by  that  mucus  . 
no,  truly,  °but  that  part  alone  which  was  contiguous 
fo  the  place  affected,  which  he  boldly  affirms  to  be 
a  confcant  fad. 

Samuel  Sharp  *,  famous  in  th(e  art  of  furgery,  con- 
feffes,  with  his  ufual  candour,  that  Daran’s  argu¬ 
ments  are  very  weighty  ;  yet  he  fufpeds  that  thefe 
^experiments  were  not  frequently  enough  repeated  on 
found  men,  who  never  laboured  under  a  gonorrhea. 
'  ‘  *  This 

:*  Critical  Inquiry  into  the  prefent  ftate  of  furgery,  p.  134s 
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This  feems  to  be  proved  from  the  words  of  Varan^ 
f  who  fays,  he  has  proved  this  truth  by  an  experi¬ 
ment,  which  he  promifes  himfelf  a  repetition  of  as 
often  as  thereafter  required  :  he  afterwards  adds, 
that  that  experiment  feems  to  be  but  of  little  ufe  to 
him,  as  the  tfuth  of  the  afiertion  may  fufficiently 
appear  in  that  other,  by  which,  as  he  affirms,  the 
corrupted  matter  only  adhered  to  that  part  of  the 
bdugie  which  touched  the  obftacle  in  the  urethra. 

That  Sharp  *  might  ftill  elucidate  this  doubt,  he 
perluaded  feme  lads,  from  twelve  to  twenty  years 
of  age,  to  buffer  the  bougie  to  be  introduced  into  their 
urethras  ^  which,  when  afterwards  drawn  out,  had  a 
quantity  of  matter  fticking  to  it,  ftill  greater  from 
fome  than  from  others  :  but  Sharp  was  fure  that  none 
of  thefe,  on  whom  he  tried  this  experiment,  ever 
had  a  gonorrhea.  He  left  thefe  bougies  in  the  ure¬ 
thra,  fome  ftx,  five,  four,  or  three  hours.  The 
author  does  not  indeed  deferibe  the  remedies,  of 
which  thefe  bougies,  which  he  ufed,  were  compofed, 
for  he  fimply  calls  them  Candelulas  Mercuriales :  but 
he  could  not  conceive  how  the  corruption  could  be, 
in  fo  ffiort  a  fpace  of  time,  produced  in  the  found 
urethra  ;  from  whence  he  concluded,  that  the  mat¬ 
ter  fticking  to  the  bougie,  was  not  an  ulcerous  cor¬ 
ruption,  but  a  natural  mucus  difchargeci  more  copi- 
|  oufiy  by  the  irritation  of  the  bougie  :  but  it  may  be 
oppofed,  that  Damn's  bougie  was  of  far  greater  ef¬ 
ficacy,  as  it  produced  no  new  corruption  in  the  jfpace 
of  a  few  hours,  but  drew  out  the  corruption  lurking 
in  the  covered  ulcer,  cleared  the  ulcerous  place,  and 
healed  it  after  it  was,  by  this  fuppuration  and  ex¬ 
cited  flux,  totally  purified  from  the  venereal  virus. 
That  Sharp  might  clear  up  this  difficulty,  he  was  cer¬ 
tain,  that  he  had  by  chance  acquired  a  bougie,  com- 
pofed  by  Varan's  method,  which  he  tried  in  a  found 

N  3  ure- 
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urethra,  but  it  produced  the  lame  efiredt  as  his  own 
bougies  did  in  the  firft  experiments  of  them. 

But  as  Daran  difperfed  emiflfaries  to  diftribute  his 
bougies  through  the  greateft  cities  of  Europe,  it  was 
not  difficult  to  try  or  compare  them.  From  hence  it 
may  be  juftly  concluded,  that  the  ftate  of  an  ulcer 
in  the  urethra,  cannot  be  proved  by  the  flowing  of 
mucus  or  matter  from  the  urethra,  after  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  bougie,  as  it  may  happen  in  the  moft 
found  of  body. 

That  excellent  man.  Sharp ,  has  certainly  been 
very  beneficial  to  mankind,  in  making  thefe  ex¬ 
periments  upon  found  perfons  free  from  all  fuf- 
picions  of  a  venereal  contagion.  It  is  but  too  well 
known,  that  many  who  in  their  youth  have  gratified  ; 
their  defires  with  furtive  venery,  are  perpetually  tor¬ 
mented  with  fear,  that  a  fomes  of  the  venereal  con¬ 
tagion  ftill  lurks  malked  in  fome  part  of  the  body, 
which  may  break  out  and  be  acftive  after  a  long  : 
courfe  of  years.  Some  noify  men  cherifli  this  fear, 
and  eafily  perfuade  thefe  unhappy  perfons  that  they 
muft  undergo  a  falivation,  though  not  even  the  leaft 
trace  of  the  difeafe  appears,  that  they  may  be  deli¬ 
vered  of  that  fear.  A  rumour  was  afterwards  fpread 
abroad,  that  not  only  the  moft  malignant  confe- 
quences  of  a  gonorrhea  were  certainly  cured  by  thefe 
bougies,  but  that  it  could  alfo  in  a  few  hours  be  dif-  i 
covered  by  the  application  of  a  bougie,  whether  that 
poifonous  fomes,  which  may  afterwards  turn  to  a 
ftate  of  vigour,  lurked  in  the  body  or  not.  Many 
perfons  ufed  thefe  bougies  that  they  might  be  freed 
from  all  that  dread  ;  for  Daran  *  abfolutely  affirmed, 
that  his  bougie  left  in  the  urethra  of  a  found  man, 

‘  during  its  due  time,  would  be  entirely  clean,  fo  that 
not  the  leaft  particle  of  gliding  or  adhering  ftrange 
matter  could  be  perceptible  to  the  fharpeft  eye  on 
the  bougie  when  drawn  out.  Sans  que  Veeil  le  plus  fin 
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puiffe  s'appercevoir ,  qu’aucune  liqueur  etrangere  s’y  foit 
attachee.  How  alarming  mull  a  man’s  fears  be,  who 
tries  this  bougie  upon  himfelf  after  a  former  gonor¬ 
rhea.  efpecially  when  he  finds  a  mucous  firing  on  it 
when  drawn  out !  he  certainly  will  think  himfelf  in¬ 
feded  ;  and  yet  more  fo,  if  he  finds  fuch  a  mucous 
matter,  but  in  one  or  two  places  only,  and  not  ad¬ 
hering  to  the  whole  ambit  of  the  bougie. 

But  if  what  has  been  laid  of  the  fabrick  of  the 
urethra,  in  Sed.  1447,  be  confidered,  it  will  plainly 
appear,  that  this  may  happen,  as  fome  wider  ori¬ 
fices  of  the  excretory  duds  will  open  in  the  cavity 
of  the  urethra  ;  thefe  being  dilated,  and  fometimes 
corroded  after  a  gonorrhea,  difcharge  a  greater  quan¬ 
tity  of  mucus  upon  the  injeded  bougie,  in  that  place 
where  they  touch  it.  Something  will  again  be  faid 
of  this  matter  in  Sed.  1459,  where  the  cure  of  the 
gonorrhea  will  be  treated  of. 

I  never  believed  that  Daran  aded  unfaithfully, 
and  made  a  falfe  reprefentation ;  but  he  feems  to  have 
concluded  in  too  hafly  a  manner,  that  all  that  goes 
out  of  the  penis,  after  the  application  of  the  bou¬ 
gies,  is  virulent  matter,  in  which  the  venereal  con¬ 
tagion  certainly  adheres :  from  whence  he  advifes, 
that  women  be  abflained  from,  during  the  fiux  after 
the  application  of  the  bougies,  left  they  fhould  be 
infeded.  It  is  alfo  known,  that  after  a  gonorrhea  well 
cured,  and  all  painful  fymptoms  being  removed,  this 
difagreeable  circumflance  ftill  remains,  that,  in  the 
morning,  after  a  good  fleep,  fomething  fpontaneoufly 
flows  from  the  penis,  or  goes  out  by  a  light  preffure 
in  form  of  a  pellucid  kind  of  mucus  :  this  is  fome¬ 
times  of  a  long  flanding,  is  particularly  increafed  by 
excefs  in  eating  and  drinking,  and  always  flrikes  the 
patient  with  terror  of  fome  lurking  poifon.  Sharp  * 
obferved,  that  hufbands  fo  affeded,  had  cohabited 
with  their  wives,  and  had  not  infeded  them-,  he 
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even  affirms  to  have  feen  fuch  cafes  produ&ive  of 
a  great  flux,  without  any  fubfequent  infeCtion  :  it 
feems  alfo  remarkable,  that  he  uled  the  term  Juppu- 
ration ,  whilft  he  difplays  that  mucous  flux  following 
after  a  gonorrhea,  which  he  in  the  precedent  page 
called  a  gleet,  and  but  a  little  before  *  had  direCled 
that  it  fhould  go  by  the  name  of  a  fuppuration,  for 
explaining  that  flux  which  was  excited  by  the  bougie 
flicking  in  the  urethra. 

But  Daran  was  of  this  opinion,  that  the  venereal 
virus  lurks  in  the  urethra,  in  the  very  cavernous  body 
of  the  urethra  ^  which  ulcerous  place  growing  or  pro¬ 
jecting  into  a  fungous  fubftance,  will  be  continued 
by  the  application  of  the  bougie,  fo  that  by  a  fup¬ 
puration  then  bred,  the  venereal  virus  is  to  be  ex¬ 
tricated,  and  to  flow  out  with  the  corruption  :  he 
alfo  believed,  that  the  venereal  virus  in  the  cellular 
or  fungous  fubtiance  of  the  urethra,  where  it  re¬ 
mains  inaClive,  and  almoft  dormant,  until  rouzed  to 
aCtion  by  drunkennefs,  venery,  or  other  accidental 
caufes  in  that  place  which  it  adhered  to,  and  every 
way  diflended,  fo  that  the  channel  of  the  urethra 
may  firft  grow  narrower,  then  be  entirely  flopt  up, 
v  and  a  total  ifchuria  be  produced  by  it ;  but  he  at¬ 
tributed  this  power  to  his  bougies,  that  they  fhould 
open  fuch  an  ulcer  when  ffiut  up,  clean  and  per¬ 
fectly  confolidate  it  when  all  the  venereal  virus  was 
extirpated.  Upon  this  fuppotition  the  contagion 
muft  be  feared,  if  a  hufband  cohabits  with  his  wife 
in  that  time  whilft  the  ulcer,  before  hid,  is  now 
opened  by  the  virtue  of  the  bougie,  which  fhould 
dilfolve  the  contagious  corruption,  and  render  the 
former  fllent  and  fleepy  venereal  virus,  now  aCtive. 

Daran  confirms  his  opinion  by  many  obfervations, 
which  may  be  read  in  his  treatife  of  the  difeafes  of 
the  urethra.  1  his  amongft  the  reft  is  particularly 
remarkable,  which  an  eminent  furgeon  mentions  in 
writing  an  account  of  his  own  fufferings  by  this  dif- 

eafe, 
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eafe,  of  which  he  affirms  to  have  been  cured  by  the 
virtue  of  this  bougie,  -f  He  in  his  youth  laboured 
under  a  gonorrhea,  which  was  by  every  ufual  aid 
entirely  cured  ;  then,  as  he  afterwards  lived  chafte, 
and  expofed  himfelf  to  no  venereal  danger,  during 
twenty  years,  he  believed  himfelf  entirely  free  from 
every  evil  of  that  difeafe  •,  he  therefore  wondered  at 
finding  his  urine  at  length  flow  out  into  a  fine  thread 
with  much  pain  and  difficulty  ;  he  being  then  a  fur- 
geon-major  in  the  army,  could  not  avoid  riding,  by 
which  the  evil  ftill  increafed  ;  for,  as  the  army  was 
marching  into  Italy,  he  was  obliged  to  attend  it ;  he 
then  had  no  time  to  affift  himfelf  with  proper  reme¬ 
dies  :  being  then  obliged  to  bear  the  labours  of  his 
duty,  and  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  in  the 
mountains  of  Savoy,  his  illnefs  daily  increafed,  and 
was  irritated  to  a  ftrangury  by  thefe  inconveniencies  : 
this  was  attended  by  an  excrementory  vilcous  mucus, 
which  he  was  obliged  to  prefs  out  with  great  pain : 
an  ifchuria  fucceeded  this,  and  proved  almofl;  mortal, 
fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  quit  the  field,  and  feek 
jthe  belt  fuccour  he  could  for  his  alarming  evils : 
he  therefore  took  care  to  have  himfelf  carried  to 
Mountpellier,  where  he  obtained  fo  much  eafe  from 
the  fkili  and  aid  of  the  phyficians  there,  that  he  not 
only  thought  of  returning  to  the  camp  again,  ha¬ 
ving  recovered  his  firength,  but  alfo  of  being  very 
beneficial  to  any  of  the  foldiers,  who  might  implore 
his  aid  in  winter  quarters.  VVhiifl:  he  was  thus 
taken  up  with  the  thoughts  of  returning  to  the 
camp,  he  felt  a  flight  tumour  in  the  perineum, 
which  foon  increafed  into  a  lump  as  big  as  his  fift, 
which  when  cut  open,  a  hole  was  found  in  the  ure¬ 
thra  which  the  patient  himfelf  dilated  after  the  firft 
incifion,  that  this  evil  ihould  not  degenerate  into  a 
fiftula,  that  he  might  attend  the  camp  which  was 
not  yet  broke  up  for  two  months  after  :  but  in  a 
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fhort  time  after,  an  ifchuria  followed,  and  lafted 
for  four  days,  in  fo  threatening  a  manner,  that  he 
defpaired  of  recovering  from  it  j  yet  he  efcaped  it, 
but  a  great  quantity  of  vifcous  mucous  matter  purged 
from  it,  which  mult  have  been  attended  with  great 
pain  :  yet  lofing  all  hopes  of  a  cure,  he  went  home 
to  his  friends,  and  felt  the  molt  cruel  pains  imagi¬ 
nable  for  fix  months :  he  began  to  ufe  the  bougies, 
as  he  teftifies,  with  fuch  good  fuccefs,  that  he  ob¬ 
tained  perfect  health,  and  fo  continued  for  a  month 
or  more  whilft  he  was  writing  this  account  of  his 
diforder. 

It  does  not  feem  to  follow  from  this  account  of 
his,  that  the  venereal  contagion  had  lurked  for 
twenty  years  in  the  urethra,  or  that  he  could  con¬ 
tinue  in  fo  long  a  (late  of  health,  before  it  forcibly 
broke  out  again  into  activity,  or  give  fome  other 
fymptoms  of  its  appearance  during  that  interval  of 
time  :  the  foetid  virus  of  this  difeafe  may  ftick 
a  long  time  in  the  molt  inward  recedes  of  the  bones. 
It  therefore  muft  feem  not  fo  wonderful  that  it  is 
only  to  be  thence  extricated  with  great  difficulty,  as 
the  vital  humours  are  but  flowly  moved  there,  and  the 
oily  parts  of  the  marrow  will  afford  a  convenient 
neft  to  the  retained  contagion  :  but  whilft  it  adheres 
there,  it  is  injurious  by  pains  in  the  bones,  tumours, 
&c.  and  affords  no  obfcure  index  of  its  prefence ; 
fomethiag  more  of  which  will  be  faid  hereafter.  But 
it  hardly  feems  credible,  that  the  venereal  virus 
could,  for  fo  many  years,  lurk  entirely  unaftive,  and 
give  no  index  of  its  evil  in  the  place  it  adhered 
to,  either  in  the  penis,  its  cavernous  bodies,  caver¬ 
nous  body  of  the  urethra,  or  the  reft  of  the  whole 
body  ;  for,  whilft  the  penis  is  eredted,  it  fwells  by 
the  blood  which  is  then  infufed  into  the  cells  of  the 
cavernous  bodies  of  it,  and  into  that  cavernous  body 
of  the  urethra.,  which  is  likewife  filled  with  blood, 
before  an  ejection  of  the  feed.  All  that  blood  which 
•  fwells  the  penis,  returns  through  the  veins  in  a  mafs 
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of  humours,  which  are  difperfed  throughout  the 
whole  body  after  an  ejection  of  the  feed  *,  from  hence 
the  penis  foon  falls.  Is  it  likely,  that  the  lively  hot 
agitated  blood.  Hill  nourifhing  the  infedted  fomes, 
immediately  abforbed  by  all  the  veins,  did  not  infedt 
the  body  ?  Could  not  the  venereal  virus  have  in¬ 
flamed  or  corroded  the  loculi  in  which  it  lurked, 
during  the  time  of  the  ceftrum  ?  Can  any  probable 
caufe  be  afligned  to  caufe  this  dormant  'poifon  to 
{hake  off  its  long  forgotten  former  habit  of  injury, 
and  immediately  produce  fuch  great  and  many 
evils  ? 

The  ftrangury  and  ifchuria  may  proceed  from 
many  other  caufes,  for  which  there  is  no  neceffity  of 
having  recourfe  to  a  venereal  fomes,  left  for  twenty 
years,  by  a  cured  gonorrhea,  in  the  body.  I  believe 
what  has  been  faid  in  Sedt.  1440,  may  appear 
fufficient  to  evince,  that  the  antient  phyficians  did 
not  know  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  yet  fuch  fymp- 
toms  of  it  are  read  in  Hippocrates's  writings,  as  are  at 
this  very  day  received  for  prognoflic  flgns  of  the 
caruncula  bred  in  the  urethra  after  a  gonorrhea.  In 
Coacis  Pranotionibus *  after  he  had  given  the  flgns 
of  the  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  and  pronounced 
it  to  be  a  dangerous  difeafe,  which  might  infedt  the 
patient  from  ten  to  fifteen  years  *  we  read  the  follow¬ 
ing  opinion :  Quibus  tuberculum  eft  circa  veficam , 
quod  Dyfuriam  inducity  quocumque  fitu  decumbant ,  mo - 
lefte  fe  habent .  Hujus  autem  folutio  fit ,  pure  erumpente. 
44  Whofoever  has  a  little  fwelling  or  tubercle  about 
44  the  bladder,  which  brings  on  a  dyfuria,  finds  it 
44  painful  and  injurious  in  whatfoever  pofition  he  is 
44  placed  ;  but  its  difiolution  and  cure  proceed 
44  from  its  breaking  forth  into  corruption.”  The 
text  immediately  going  before  teaches,  that  this 
Greek  word  is  to  be  underflood  con¬ 

cerning  the  fltuation  of  the  fick  body,  where  he 
treats  of  thofe  afflidled  with  the  {tone,  where  he  fays, 

that 
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that  if  thefe  perfons  were  placed  in  fuch  a  fituation 
that  the  ft  one  did  not  fall  into  the  urinal  paffage, 
they  urine  with  more  freedom.  It  was  faid,  where 
the  (tone  was  treated  of,  that  thofe  fo  afflidted  natu¬ 
rally  put  their  bodies  into  various  fituations,  to  try 
to  remove  the  ftone  from  the  orifice  of  the  bladder ; 
nay,  they  fometimes  place  themfelves  upon  their 
heads,  that  the  ftone  may  glide  backward  and  create 
a  free  difcharge  of  urine  :  but  in  this  text  where  the 
Greek  word  occurs,  it  is  therefore  manifeftly  to  be 
underftood  of  the  changed  pofition  of  the  body. 

From  hence  it  appears,  that  Hippocrates  had  a 
knowledge  of  the  cauie  of  the  dyfuria  and  ifehuria, 
viz.  the  little  fwelling  or  tuberculum  round  the  blad¬ 
der,  or  in  its  neighbouring  parts  *,  then  he  had  treated 
a  little  before  of  the  inflammation  and  fuppuration 
of  the  bladder  ;  but  he  alfo  has  given  fome  prog- 
noftic  figns  by  which  the  complaints  caufed  by  this 
fwelling  may  be  diftinguifhed.  Does  it  not  appear, 
that  Hippocrates  here  fpeaks  of  that  part  of  the 
urethra  which  is  furrounded  by  the  proftatas,  and 
which  borders  upon  the  bladder  ?  Such  a  tumour 
bred  in  this  glandular  part,  may  be  diminifhed  for 
the  time  by  preffing  it,  whiift  the  mafs  continues 
to  increafe,  and  at  length  fills  the  cavity  of  the  ure¬ 
thra,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  preceding  dyfuria 
may  be  followed  by  a  perfedt  ifehuria  \  whiift  the 
manifeft  tumour  is  alfo  driven  into  the  perineum, 
which  is  fometimes  broken  outwardly  :  but  then 
certainly  the  origin  of  the  evil  is  in  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  parts  of  the  bladder,  but  adheres  on  the  outfide 
of  the  cavity  of  the  urethra. 

Hippocrates  obferved,  that  fuch  an  obffrudbion 
of  urine  is  not  only  bred  in  the  neighbouring  parts 
of  the  bladder,  on  the  outfide  the  cavity  of  the 
urethra  j  but  he  in  another  place  *  fays,  that  this! 
fwelling  takes  birth  in  the  very  cavity  of  the  ure¬ 
thra.  Quibus  in  urethra  tuberculum  nafcitur>  to 

fup: 
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fuppurato ,  &  rupto ,  folutio  :  “  In  whom  a  fwel- 

«  ling  breeds  in  the  urethra,  that  being  broken 
»c  and  fuppurated,  diflblves.”  But,  as  the  word 
folutio ,  a  folution,  is  often  applied  for  a  benign  re¬ 
moval  of  an  inflammation,  inftead  of  refolutio ,  with¬ 
out  a  following  fuppuration,  fee  Se£t.  386,  Galen* 
argues  or  difputes,  in  his  commentaries  upon  this 
text,  whether  there  is  no  other  v/ay  left  for  a  di Ab¬ 
lution,  befides  fuppuration  and  rupture  of  the  fup¬ 
purated  fwelling,  though  fuch  a  fwelling  of  the  ure¬ 
thra  moft  frequently  turns  to  an  abfcefs  ?  He  at 
length  concludes,  that  it  is  moil  certainly  true,  that 
a  cure  is  to  be  expected  only  from  a  fuppuration,  and 
a  dilcharge  of  the  corruption :  whence  it  appears, 
that  a  kind  removal  of  the  inflammation  is  not  to 
be  underftood  by  the  word  folutio ,  but  only  a  ta¬ 
king  away  of  the  obftacle  to  the  difcharge  of  urine  *, 
for  the  acrid  urine  pafiTes  (lowly  through  the  urethra, 
and  is  with  great  labour  forced  out,  whilft  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  urethra  is  not  yet  entirely  ftopt  *,  but 
where  the  dyfuria  degenerates  into  an  ifchuria, 

I  a  perpetual  tenefmus  obliges  the  patient  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  urine  with  all  his  force ;  from  whence  the 
fwelling  is  perpetually  irritated,  fo  that  no  hope  of 
a  kind  refolution  remains :  the  abfcefs  (lopping  the 
urethra  is  fooner  broken  by  ail  thefe  forcible  endea- 
;  vours  to  difcharge  the  urine. 

That  this  is  the  true  fignification  of  the  word  folutio 
is  confirmed  by  Hippocrates  in  another  part ;  -f  f°r  he 
has  it  thus :  Quibus  in  urethra  tubercula  procreantur , 
iis,  fuppuratis ,  &  ruptis ,  dolor  folvitur :  “  Thofe  who 
“  have  thefe  little  fwellings  in  the  urethra,  are  re- 
“  leafed  from  pain  when  they  are  fuppurated  and 
“  broken.55  It  is  therefore  evident,  that  fuch  evils 
were  defcribed  by  the  antients,  who  had  no  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  even  dill  they  are 

aferibed 
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afcribed  to  the  lurking  venereal  contagion.  Celfus 
who  turned  the  greateftpart  of  Hippocrates  into  La¬ 
tin  gives  us  the  following  very  remarkable  fentence  in 
his  writings  of  thefe  evils.  Quibus ,  in  fiftula  urina, 
minuti  abfcejfus ,  quos  Graci  vacant,  effe  ccepe - 

runt,  its,  ubi  pus  ea  parte  profluxit,  fanitas  redditur. 
Ex  quibus  cum  pleraque  ex  fe  proveniunt,  fcire  licet , 
inter  ea,  qua  ars  adhibet,  naturam  plurimum  poffe : 
<c  To  thofe  who  have  fmall  abfcefifes  in  the  urinal 
cc  pipe  or  urethra,  which  were  by  the  Greeks  called 
“  yhjucLTCL ;  when  the  corruption  has  flowed  from 
4C  them,  their  health  is  reftored  *,  from  which  and 
“  many  more  proofs,  it  is  juft  to  conclude,  that 
cc  nature  operates  moft,  even  amongft  thofe  means 
6<  applied  by  art.”  As  fuch  evils  therefore  may 
arife  from  caufes  no  way  venereal,  there  certainly 
feems  not  to  have  been  fufticient  reafon  why  the 
j.fchuria  fhould  be  attributed  to  a  gonorrhea  per¬ 
fectly  cured  twenty  years  before  :  it  is  true  that 
Celfus  here  fpeaks  of  fmall  abfceffes,  where  a  tumour, 
equal  to  the  bignefs  of  a  man’s  fift,  was  bred  in 
the  perineum  of  the  furgeon,  whofe  hiftory  we  juft 
now  had  ;  but  the  ftraitnefs  of  the  place  does  not 
permit  fuch  an  extenfion  of  the  tumour  in  the  ure¬ 
thra  as  in  the  perineum  ;  but  Celfus  -J-  had  probably 
known  fuch  abfceffes,  which  he  termed  fmall,  in  the 
urinal  pipe,  and  could  be  extended  to  a  great  bulk, 
in  other  parts  of  the  body  where  fpace  is  given  ; 
for  thus  he  fays,  Phyma  vero  nominatur  tuberculum 
furunculo  fimile,  fed  rotundius  &  planius ,  fape  etiam 
majus .  Nam  Furunculus  ovi  dimidii  magnitudinem 
raro  explet,  nunquam  ex  cedi  t.  Phyma  etiam  la  tins  pa - 
tore  confuevit ;  fed  inflammatio ,  dPlorque,  fub  eo  mi¬ 
nor  es  funt ;  “  The  phyma,  called  a  tuberculum, 

ic  refembles  a  furunculus,  but  is  rounder,  flatter, 
<c  and  often  greater ;  for  the  furunculus  feldom 
“  reaches  the  magnitude  of  half  an  egg,  and 

never 
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never  exceeds  it  ;  the  phyma  ufually  appears 
broader,  but  the  inflammation  and  pain  attending 
u  it  are  much  lefs.” 

Could  not  that  ifchuria  have  been  formed  in  that 
furgeon,  from  a  long  habit  of  riding,  rather  than 
from  a  gonorrhea  remaining  cured  during  the  whole 
fpace  of  twenty  years  ?  Certainly  Hippocrates  re¬ 
marks,  that  the  Scythians  *  not  only  became  dull  in 
venery,  from  a  perpetual  cuflom  of  riding,  but  were 
finally  rendered  barren,  and  fo  effeminate  that  they 
employed  themfelves  in  the  occupations  of  women, 
and  alfo  acquired  their  tone  of  voice  ;  their  effemi¬ 
nacy  was  ftill  yet  more  difplayed  by  their  cuflom 
of  wearing  women’s  apparel,  their  manner  of  living 
and  working  like  them-  Alfo  treating  of  their  affairs, 
Hippocrates  remarks,  that  the  mofl  opulent,  and  not 
the  inferior  people  amongfl  the  Scythians,  were 
prone  to  this  affe&ion,  but  rather  thofe  who  had 
acquired  great  riches  by  their  excurfions  on  horfe- 
back.  P auperes  minus  ajfiigit  hoc  malum  ;  non  enitn 
equitant :  “  The  poor  are  lefs  afflicted  with  this  evil, 
“  for  ^ey  do  not  ride.”  Then  he  farther  adds’ 
Quin  &  in  reliquiis  hominibus  ad  eundem  J'e  habet  mo - 
dum.  Ubi  enim  plurimum ,  Sf  creberrime ,  homines 
equitant ,  ibi  plurimi  cedmatis ,  ifchiadibus ,  &  podagris% 
eorripiuntur ,  adVenerem  exercendam  peffme  fe  ha- 

bent  :  «  But  the  reft  of  mankind  are  affedted  in  the 
“  fame  manner  j  for  thofe  men  that  mofl  frequently 
“  ride,  are  attacked  with  humours  in  their  legs, 
coxendic  and  podagral  pains,  and  are  badly  qua- 
“  lified  for  the  exercile  of  venery.” 

It  may  be  concluded  from  thefe  obfervations,  that 
a  long  and  frequent  habit  of  riding  may  injure  the 
genital  parts  of  men,  and  produce  various  evils  in 
them,  on  account  of  the  perpetual  fhakes  and  unin¬ 
terrupted  prefiure  of  the  weight  of  the  body,  com¬ 
monly  fitting  on  the  horfe,  as  I  have  remarked 

upon: 

*  In  Libro  de  acre  locis  &  aauis  cap,  xi.  Charter,  tom.  vil 
P-  210.  ’  '  •  '  -  .  -V 
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upon  another  cccafion,  in  SeCt.  1063,  in  thefe  com¬ 
mentaries. 

It  is  alfo  to  be  remarked,  that  the  Greek  word 
does  not  always  fignify  a  pain  in  the  joints, 
or  defluxion  of  humours,  efpecially  near  the  hip,  but 
a  lading  and  natural  difpofition,  which  occupies  the 
genital  parts  for  as  Hippocrates,  cited  in  the  text 
jud  now  quoted,  that  amongft  the  many  evils  to  be 
dreaded  from  too  much  riding,  together  with  the 
ifchias,  mentions  Cedmata ,  and  an  impotency  for 
venery  ;  it  feems  probable,  that  he  by  this  word 
rather  intended  to  defcribe  a  difeafe  of  the  genitals 
than  of  the  joints.  It  is  manifedly  evident  from 
what  has  been  faid,  that  the  dyluria  and  ifchuria* 
take  not  always  their  origin  from  the  venereal  dif¬ 
eafe,  but  from  other  various  caufes  ;  and  though 
even  a  perfon  had  laboured  under  a  gonorrhea,  and 
that  fome  impediment  in  the  urethra  might  have  re¬ 
mained  after  it  was  cured,  it  fhouki  not  be  con¬ 
cluded,  that  the  morbid  virus  could  ftill  fo  lurk  in 
that  part  as  to  afford  no  hope  of  an  entire  cure,  if 
not  extricated  and  expelled  from  thence.  The  ure¬ 
thra  may  be  contracted  by  hard  and  wrinkled  fears 
of  the  ulcers  healed  in  it,  after  fome  repeated  go¬ 
norrheas  •,  and  the  filaments  placed  tranfverfely 
in  the  urethra,  have  fometimes  obftruCted  the  free; 
fecretion  of  urine,  and  produced  an  invincible  re¬ 
finance  againfl  the  introduction  of  the  catheter  :  all 
thefe  evils  may  be  the  fad  reliques  of  a  venereal  con¬ 
tagion,  though  that  had  been  totally  expelled  from; 
the  body.  Will  not  venereal  ulcers  leave  contracted 
fears  in  the  external  fkin,  though  they  are  entirely 
healed,  or  will  any  more  fpring  up  again  in  their 
neighbouring  places  ?  ftill  nobody  will  readily  pro- 
mile  the  cure  of  thefe  efehars,  though  any  remedies 
may  eafily  be  applied  to  them.  Let  us  fuppofe, 
that  the  urethra,  rendered  ulcerous  by  a  gonorrhea, 
will  be  alfo  in  like  manner  affeCted  ;  but  whilft  the! 

cavity 

f  Vide  Foefii  Gecon.  Hippoc;  in  litera  K, 
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cavity  of  the  urethra  is  ftraitened  by  tumours,  there 
may  be  no  evil  in  the  urethra  itfelf,  as  often  hap¬ 
pens  when  the  proftatae  fwell  by  fome  other  caufe, 
fo  much  efficacy  ought  then  to  be  in  the  bougies,  which 
are  applied  to  the  urethra,  as  that  their  medicinal 
power  ffiould  hffinuate  itfelf  into  the  excretory  dudts 
of  the  proftatse,  and  difiblve  the  obftacle,  fo  that  a 
circulation  of  humours  may  be  restored  through 
their  obftrufted  fubftance. 

But  fuch  evils  are  ufually  taken  for  carunculas, 
and  are  treated  in  the  fame  manner  j  an  exam-* 
pie  of  which  appears  in  a  letter  from  Theodore  de 
May  erne  (king  James  the  fecond’s  chief  phyfician) 
to  Hildanusy  *  concerning  a  nobleman,  who  was 
thought  to  have  had  a  caruncula  in  the  urethra 
after  a  gonorrhea,  whofe  extenfion  was  terminated 
about  the  caput  gailinaginis,  which  he  found  alfo 
fwelled  *,  but  as  the  patient  was  not  able  to  urine 
with  ufmg  his  utmoli  endeavours,  and  as  it  came 
out  only  by  drops,  Mayerne  concluded,  that  this  ob¬ 
ftacle  was  to  be  gradually  extirpated  by  cathartics, 
which  he  prudently  effayed,  ftill  interpoftng  tliq" 
mildeft  of  remedies,  that  the  irritation  caufed  by 
the  corroding  remedy  might  be  eafed,  for  he  well 
knew  caruncul#  cur ationem  'plus  curMando ,  quarn  fefti- 
nandoy  promoveri :  “  that  the  cure  of  the  caruncula 
“  is  to  be  forwarded  more  by  delay  than  a  quick 
“  pace  f  ’  but  he  fays  he  profited  1b  much  by  this 
method,  ut  pateat  regia  feminis  &  urina  via ,  atque 
amploy  continue ,  retio,  filo  reddatur  lotium  :  44  fo  as 

*  fo  open  the  way  for  the  feed  and  the  urine,  that 
tc  its  difcharge  could  be  made  in  a  full,  dired,  and 

•  ■  continual  firearm” 

The  channel  of  the  urethra  was  indeed  free,  but 
:here  remained  an  oblong  ulcer,  which,  con fi dering 
:he  part,  was  rather  large,  and  could  not  be  brought 
•o  an  efcar,  as  the  patient  was  obliged  to  leave  Eng- 
Vol.  XVII.  O  land 

*  Epift.  Centyr.  No.  iop.  Elildaiu  opera  cjmn.  p.  1032, 
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land  upon  Tome  public  affairs,  the  cure  was  fti 
left  to  be  perfected  :  May  erne  therefore  committc 
him  to  the  care  of  Hildanus ,  and  after  adds,  Ut  f 
cias  Excreiici  nofiri  periculum ,  ejujdem  tantillum  mitt 
quod  tamen  fit  ad  quatuor  ingentes  carunculas  penetra\ 
dasy  &  exequandas,  jatis  ft  tardius  opus  per fe cert 
animum  non  defpondeas.  I uto ,  &  jucundoy  opera 
fatiuSy  quam  cito ,  £5?  cum  periculo.  Vanus  nunqua 
erit  medkamenti  effect  us  *,  quern  tamen  accelerabis  p 
libitUy  Mercurii  pr<ecipitati  rubri  additione  :  “  Th 
tc  you  may  make  a  trial  of  my  excretics,  I  fer 
“  you  as  much  of  it  as  may  yet  fufficiently  fen 
“  for  penetrating  and  erafing  four  great  caruncula 
u  do  not  defpair  of  fuccefs,  though  it  fhould  bi 
cc  (lowly  perfect  the  work,  for  it  is  better  fufhcient 
<c  to  operate  with  pleafure  and  fafety,  than  wii 
u  fpeed  and  danger.  The  effedt  of  the  medicamei 
u  will  never  fail  *,  yet  you  will  haften  it  at  will  t 
sc  the  addition  of  red  precipitate  of  mercury.” 

But  it  appears  in  another  letter  from  Hildanus 
concerning  this  fame  patient,  that  the  evil  was  in  r 
manner  amended  by  him,  as  the  ulcer  in  the  urethi 
ffcill  remained  to  be  brought  to  an  efcar,  as  Mayerr 
believed  ;  for  the  noble  patient  at  his  return  ini 
Switzerland  complained  of  a  lcalding  and  retentic 
of  urine,  which  ftill  oppreffed  him  :  thefe  evils  we: 
indeed  foon  eafed  by  the  application  of  emulfion 
glifters,  and  bougies,  but  he  began  to  feel 
(hooting  pain  in  the  left  part  of  the  perineun 
though  not  yet  indeed  acute,  but  yet  conftant ;  bi 
whenever  he  might  have  tranfgrefled  his  rule  of  die 
and  exceeded  his  manner  of  exercife,  he  perceive 
a  remarkable  flench  in  his  urine,  together  with 
fediment  of  vifcous  matter,  not  unlike  the  fperm  ( 
frogs  :  this  complaint  was  relieved  by  bleeding 
emulfions,  &c.  he  was  obferved  to  be  very  muc 
affifted  by  drinking  of  whey  and  fugar  j  but  this  ce 
iation  of  mifchief  was  very  fnort  lived  :  he  w: 

feize 

'x  Oper.  omn.  Centar.  V.  vbfer.  64.  p,  454. 
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feized  with  a  continual  burning  fever,  a  retention 
of  urine,  an  inflammatory  tumour  in  the  perineum 
as  big  as  a  goofe’s  egg,  with  racking  pain*  together 
with  a  tumour  and  hardnefs  of  the  Icrotum  and  pe¬ 
nis  ;  he  had  a  fyncope,  and  all  the  worfl:  of  fymp- 
toms,  which  were  by  all  believed  to  be  the  mefien- 
gers  of  death  :  the  abfeefs  in  the  middle  of  the  pe* 
rineum  at  length  -  broke,  and  yielded  corruption  of 
a  more  intolerable  ftench  than  that  of  a  dead  cap- 
cafe  *,  almoft  the  whole  perineum  mortified  and  fell 
away,  and  a  great  ulcer  remained  there,  which  was 
at  length  purged  and  healed  by  the  (kill  of  Hildanus, 
without  any  remaining  fiftula ;  the  fphindter  of  the 
'bladder  alfo  remained  fo  fafe  and  entire,  that  he 
could  contain  his  urine  even  in  the  very  vigour  of 
fuch  an  evil. 

Thefe  following  circumftances  affirmed  by  Hil¬ 
danus  *  particularly  merit  attention  ;  Ulcus  nihilomi - 
nus,  quod  deorfum  verfus  Veficam  tended  at,  profundum 
erat ,  &  ad  ipfas  Pr  oft  at  as ,  quas  ego  a  longo  tempore 
male  affedtas  exifiimo ,  tendebat :  “  Notwithftanding, 
“  the  ulcer  which  tended  downwards  towards  the 
tc  bladder  was  deep,  and  tended  toward  the  proftatas, 
“  which  I  fuppofe  to  have  been  feverely  affedted  for 
“  a  length  of  time.” 

If  the  obftacle  forming  the  dyfuria  and  ifehuria, 
ffiould  adhere  to  the  cavity  of  the  urethra,  local  re¬ 
medies  may  be  laid  to  the  place  affedted  by  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  bougies,  which  Ihould  be  varied  in 
proportion  to  the  variety  of  the  evil ;  but  it  is  alfo 
an  objedt  of  great  caution,  that  the  corroding  force 
of  the  remedy  be  applied  to  the  affedted,  and  not  to 
the  found  part  of  the  urethra  :  fo  fome  phyficians 
have  introduced  fuch  remedies,  through  a  filver  pipe, 
unto  the  obftacle  in  the  cavity  of  the  urethra,  as 
could  diflfolve  or  confume  the  fungous  flefh,  and 
obtain  a  free  paflfage  for  the  urine.  It  appears  that; 

O  2  ftjeh 

*  Oper.  omn.  Centur.  V.  obfervat.  64,  p.  456. 
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fuch  remedies  fhould  be  choien  fo  as  not  to  be  of  a 
fluent  nature,  left  they  fhould  offend  the  found 
neighbouring  part,  and  produce  a  dangerous  inflam¬ 
mation  :  it  alfo  appears,  that  there  is  a  neceffity 
that  different  remedies  be  applied  by  the  fkilful  in 
this  art,  according  to  the  changeable  ftate  of  the 
obftacle  which  is  to  be  removed.  Other  remedies 
are  required  for  carrying  venereal  and  often  cal¬ 
lous  warts  away,  than  if  it  were  luxuriant,  loft,  fun¬ 
gous  fiefh,  which  obftruCts  the  cavity  of  the  urethra  : 
the  moft  fkilful  of  the  faculty,  at  this  day,  agree  in 
this,  that  the  more  acrid  and  corroding  remedies 
are  not  to  be  applied,  as  it  is  manifeft  by  what  has 
been  already  faid,  that  they  were  formerly  attemp¬ 
ted,  That  cruel  method  of  rafping  or  filing  away 
the  obftacle  is  iikewife  condemned.  I  have  feen 
fome  excellent  furgeons,  who  when  they  believed  a 
fungous  caruncula  to  be  the  caufe  of  an  ifchuria, 
had  filled  the  oblong  , holes  on  either  fide  of  the  ca¬ 
theter,  near  the  point  of  it,  with  foft  frefh  butter, 
left  the  fungous  flefh  fhould  enter  into  them  and  be 
torn,  whilft  the  catheter  enters  the  urethra  to 
difcharge  the  bladder  •,  for  whilft  the  catheter  ad¬ 
heres  there,  the  butter  immediately  diffolves  by  the 
heat  of  the  place,  and  the  urine  freely  flows. 

But  when  the  caufe  of  the  ifchuria  adheres  with- 
out-fide  the  cavity  of  the  urethra,  can  this  evil  then 
be  healed  by  the  medicinal  bougies  in  the  cavity  of 
the  urethra  ?  it  is  fcarcely  probable.  Daran  himfelf 
candidly  acknowledges,*  that  his  candles  or  bougies 
operate  but  in  thofe  parts  which  can  be  immediately 
touched  by  them  •,  fo  that  neither  the  proftatae,  the 
feminal  veffels,  nor  the  bladder  itfelf,  can  be  thefe 
parts  :  he  alfo  gives  the  following  diagnoftic  figns, 
which  point  out  where  the  evil  adheres  ;  if  corrup¬ 
tion  precedes  the  urine,  an  ulcer  lies  in  the  cavity 
of  the  urethra,  and  the  urine  drives  forth  that  col¬ 
lected  corruption  which  adhered  in  the  channel  of 

'  V  the 
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the  urethra ;  but  if  corruption  follows  the  expelled 
urine,  by  that  endeavour  by  which  the  lafh  drops  of 
urine  are  forced  out  from  found  perfons,  the  corrup¬ 
tion  was  not  then  in  the  channel  of  the  urethra, 
but  derived  from  the  proftatae  into  the  channel  of 
the  Urethra,  by  the  force  ufed  in  ejedting  the  urine  ; 
befides,  there  is  an  obtufe  pain  felt,  if  the  peri¬ 
neum  is  preiTed  in  that  part  where  the  proftatae  are 
placed,  in  luch  an  evil  he  has  lefs  to  hope  tor  from  the 
effedt  of  his  remedy,  though  he  believes  it  can  ope¬ 
rate  upon  the  excretory  dudts  of  thofe  parts,  which 
empty  their  humours  into  the  channel  of  the  ure¬ 
thra,  fo  that  thefe  fame  parts  may  be  reftored  to 
their  entire  ftate  alfo ;  but  when  there  is  a  more  in¬ 
veterate  ulcer  of  the  proftatae  already  fixed,  or  when 
of  a  more  malignant  nature,  fo  as  to  have  de- 
ftroyed  the  fubftance  of  them,  then  he  is  of  opinion, 
that  a  cure  cannot  be  made  by  the  bougie. 

The  only  hope  then  remaining  is,  to  ule  as  many 
exterior  remedies  as  are  neceffary,  having  firft 
pierced  the  affedted  place  in  the  perineum,  which, 
if  not  done,  the  neighbouring  parts  are  all  corroded, 
and  the  moft  fhocking  evils  follow,  as  appears  froni 
the  cafe  juft  now  related.  I  have  feen  the  moft  de¬ 
plorable  fpecimens  of  luch  evils  often  bred  from  ne- 
gledted  or  ill-treated  gonorrheas. 

Various  were  the  applications  and  remedies  for 
freeing  the  urethra  from  thefe  obftacles,  which  were 
by  many  others  taken  for  a  fungous  fubftance, 
growing  from  the  internal  fuperlicies  of  the  ure¬ 
thra  ;  hence  fuch  remedies,  as  were  approved  of 
for  taking  away  fuch-like  excrelcent  carnofities 
from  the  external  parts  of  the  body,  were  applied  ; ' 
yet  the  more  prudent  applied  fuch  as  could  not 
injure  that  fenfrble  part ;  or  if  they  fometimes  at¬ 
tempted  the  application  of  more  acrid  remedies, 
they  were  exceftively  cautious  that  they  fhoujd 
operate  but  on  the  caruncula,  and  not  on  its 
iieighbcurirg  found  places:  but  as  many  were 

O  3  * ,  ot 
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of  opinion,  that  thefe  evils  always  lie  under  the  lurk¬ 
ing  venereal  virus  in  the  place  aftedted,  they  pre¬ 
ferred  corrofive  mercurials  to  the  reft ;  but  ftill  of  a 
milder  nature,  fuch  as  mercurius  pr<ecipitatus  albusy 
pier  cur  ius  dulcis ,  &c.  the  power  of  all  which  may  be 
infringed  at  will,  if  needful,  to  diminifh  the  quan¬ 
tity  or  to  roll  them  up  mixed  in  plafters  of  a  fatter 
Jcind,  that  they  may  more  mildly  operate. 

Some  others  were  more  willing  to  attempt  a  cure 
by  crude  mercury ;  as  that  excites  no  pain,  parti- 
eularly  if  it  is  agitated  into  a  vapour  by  a  quick 
fire  :  fo  Chevalier  *  affirms,  that  he  fometimes  cured 
by  the  vapour  of  mercury,  poured  into  the  urethra 
by  the  help  of  a  funnel,  and  that  this  method  is 
preferable  to  that  of  the  bougie,  which  always  creates 
more  or  lefs  pain  and  damage. 

That  famous  furgeon  Sharp,  j  preferred  crude 
mercury  to  all  other  mercurial  preparations ;  but 
he  ordered  that  to  be  firft  fubdued  aryd  killed  by  hal- 
Jam  of  fulphur ,  to  be  well  mixed  with  diachylon ,  to 
which  he  added  a  little  Burgundy  pitch ,  that  the 
plafter  may  be  more  tenacious  ;  and  he  added  a 
part  of  crude  antimony  finely  ground  and  paffed 
through  a  fieve,  not  fo  as  to  augment  the  force  of 
the  remedy,  but  fo  as  to  beget  a  firmer  confiftency 
and  a  better  polifh  for  the  Tuperficies  of  the  bougies, 
which  are  to  be  prepared  from  thence  ;  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  thefe  ingredients  was  thus  :  Diachyli  Em - 
flaftri  una  cum  addita  Pice  Burgundica,  partes  qua 
■tuor  ;  Argent i  vivi  partes  dtuasf  Ah timonii  crudi  par¬ 
tem  mam  \f  “  The  plafter  of  diachylon,  togethej 
with  the  addition  of  Burgundy  pitch  four  parts 
two  of  quickfilver,  and  one  of  crude  antimony.5 
He  alfo  delcribes  how  thefe  ingredients  fhould  b< 
mixed  with  each  other,  together  with  the  method 
bf  making  the  bougies  f  he  afterwards  adds  all  th* 

•  precau 

*  Leltrcs  a  M.  de  Jean  fur  les  maladies  de  St.  pomipgiH 

kc.  p.  91 .  1  • 

\  Critical  Enquiry,  &c.p.  1 74^  &  feq. 
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precautions  which  fhou!d  be  obferved  in  the  ufe  and 
application  of  thefe  bougies. 

But  as  it  has  been  laid  before  that  fuch  an  impedi¬ 
ment  in  the  urethra  may  be  bred  from  a  conflric- 
tion  of  the  urethra  alone,  many  have  attempted  to 
dilate  the  urethra  with  leaden  probes,  by  gradually 
increafmg  their  thicknefs  that  this  required  diften- 
fion  may  be  accornplifhed  ;*  others  made  ufe  of 
whalebone,  &c.  as  they  feared  that  the  leaden 
probes  might  fometimes  be  broken,  which  might 
eafiiy  happen  if  they  were  of  the  fmalleft  fize,  or 
even  of  the  thickeft,  if  dipped  in  quickfiiver  before 
they  were  introduced  to  the  urethra,  as  ufualiy  hap¬ 
pens  to  fome  of  them,  not  only  in  dillending  the 
urethra,  but  through  the  mercurial  power  which 
operates  upon  them.  It  is  known,  that  lead  is  eafiiy 
to  be  pierced  by  quickfiiver,  which  renders  it  brit¬ 
tle  •,  fo  fuch  leaden  probes  become  fragile  and  are 
eafiiy  broken  in  attempting  to  thrufl  them  into  the 
urethra  ;  fuch  a  fragment  left  there,  can.  hardly  be 
extricated  without  cutting,  except  it  can  be  dif¬ 
fered.  We  read  a  remarkable  cafe  of  this  kind  f 
in  a  letter,  wrote  by  the  famous  lurgeon  Le  Bran , 
m  the  authors  of  the  Diarium  Eruditorum  :  a  part 
of  a  leaden  probe  four  inches  and  an  half  long,  and 
weighing  fix  drams,  was  fo  broken,  and  flipped 
into  a  man’s  bladder  ;  he  every  where  confulted  the 
moll  fkilful  pnyficians  and  furgeons,  who  were  of 
an  unanimous  opinion,  that  its  extra&ion  or  cure 
could  not  be  attempted,  without  an  incifion,  which 
they  exhorted  the  patient  to  undergo,  and  that  fome 
greater  evil  might  be  caufed  by  it.  Where  the  Hone 
was  before  treated  of,  it  has  been  proved  by  many 
obfervations,  that  an  indiffolvabie  body  adhering  in 
the  bladder,  may  form  a  bafe  on  which  the  ftony 
matter,  ftil.l  growing  and  appearing  in  the  urine  of 

O  4  even 

*  Critical  Enquiry,  &c.  p.  149. 
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even  the  founded:  perfons,  may  form  a  {lone  of  an 
immenfe  bulk  ;  from  whence  it  was  concluded,  that 
the  operation  was  not  to  be  delayed  very  long.  Le 
Bran  thought  otherwife,  and  undertook  to  render 
the  lead  left  in  the  bladder  as  fluid  as  quickfxlver ; 
he  tried  many  experiments  for  that  purpofe  even  on 
live  animals  ;  and  fo  he  faw  that  the  lead  flicking 
in  the  bladder,  could  be  reduced  to  a  fluid  without 
any  damage  •,  what  is  flill  more,  he  introduced  a 
Jump  of-lead  into  another  man’s  bladder  in  the  flck 
man  s  houfe,  then  made  him  lie  down  whilft  he  dif- 
folved  it  into  a  fluid  ;  this  experiment  gave  the  pa¬ 
tient  more  fatisfadory  hopes  of  his  cure,  which  Le 
Bran  perfected  in  the  fpace  of  eight  days  ;  for  he 
rendered  the  lead  fo  fluent  by  injedions  into  the 
bladder,  that  it  could  run  out ;  then  having  brought 
it  to  a  folid  mafs  again,  he  delivered  it  to  the  pa¬ 
tient :  he  wrote  this  letter  in  eight  days  after  this 
cure  was  perfeded.  The  author  conceals  that  difl 
folving  remedy,  by  which  he  performed  this  cure ; 
but  a  juft  fufpicion  muft  immediately  arife  to  the 
reader,  that  guickfilver  was  applied  for  perfecting 
this  diffolutio'n  ;  but  it  is  confirmed  by  this  which 
the  author  affirms,  that  this  diflolving  remedy  can¬ 
not  operate  upon  a  done  in  the  bladder,  but  yet 
may  be  of  great  ufe  in  diflolving  of  leaden  balls 
which  a  furgeon’s  dexterity  cannot  extrad,  whilft 
the  wounds  they  make  in  certain  parts  of  the  body 
are  healed,  and  they  remain,  and  fometimes  give  the 
fatient  great  pain. 

I  at  that  fame  time  received  a  letter  from  the 
learned  dodor  R.  Sanches ,  who  leads  an  honourable 
life  in  the  eafe  of  literature  in  Paris,  after  quitting 
the  office  of  chief  phyfician  to  the  emprefs  of  Rub 
fia,  which  he  bore  with  great  reputation,  and  then 
returned  to  the  mufes  and  his  friends  ;  he  in  this 
letter  certifies,  that  the  famous  Sharp,  whom  I  lq 
often  mentioned,  had  diicovered  in  London,  that  an 
ounce  of  quickfilver,  brought  into  an  atnalgama 
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with  half  a  dram  of  bifmuth,  and  injected  into  the 
bladder*  had  difiblved  fome  lead  fticking  in  the  ca-  ' 
vity  of  it. 

It  appears  from  ail  thefe  obfervations,  that  thefe 
obftacles,  bred  in  the  urethra,  were  tried  by  a  great 
variety  of  remedies,  and  indeed  with  various  events 
too-,  nor  will  thefe  varieties  eafily  come  to  a  period, 
whilft  every  one  extols  his  own  as  preferable  to  all 
others  ;  but  no  judgment  can  be  formed  of  thefe  un- 
lefs  the  medicines  are  defcribed.  This  Sharp  can¬ 
didly  did,  as  hath  been  faid,  and  I  have  heard  from 
men  worthy  of  credit,  that  thefe  bougies  liave  been 
applied  with  the  like  fucceis  as  thofe  which  Varan 
fo  folicitoufly  concealed,  and  which  an  anony¬ 
mous  Englilh  author  *  had  endeavoured  to  guefs 
at,  for  he  puts  the  foals  of  fho.es  burned  amongft 
his  ingredients.  Let  the  credit  remain  with  the  au¬ 
thor. 

The  famous  furgeon  Goulard  -f*  ufed  an  extra  ft  of 
Saturnus  or  lead,  as  he  calls  it,  which  is  a  folurion 
of  lithargyrium  plentifully  laturated  with  wine  vine¬ 
gar  :  he  mixes  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  this  liquor 
with  a  pound  of  wax  dilfolved  over  a  flow  fire, 
then  dipped  fome  linen  cloth  in  this  mixture,  of 
which  he  made  his  bougies ;  if  the  harder  obllacles 
yield  not  to  a  fecond  trial,  let  the  quantity  of  the  ex¬ 
tract  of  faturn  be  augmented,  until  the  wifhed-for 
fuccefs  is  acquired  :  he  confirms  the  utility  of  this 
remedy  by  many  more  obfervations. 

*  Theor.  and  Pra&ice  of  Chirurgical  Pharmacy,  London,  1761. 

8vo,  p.  224.  &  feq. 

■f  Remarques  &  obfervat.  Pratiq.  fur  les  Malad.  Vener.  &q. 

P-  317*  &  %• 


SEC  T. 


202  The  Venereal  Disease.  Sedt  1452. 


SECT.  MCCCCLII. 

HENCE  this  difeafe,  conveyed  to  the 
limbs,  creates  nodturnal  pains,  which 
occupy  the  middle  arteries,  as  it  alfo  renders 
the  flexible  parts  ftiff  and  rigid. 

It  appears  from  what  has  been  faid  in  the  prece.- 
dent  fedtions,  that  the  virus  of  the  venereal  difeale 
is  fometimes  abforbed  by  the  blood,  in  the  very  mo¬ 
ment  of  infection,  then  moved  through  ail  parts  of 
the  body,  when  mixed  with  the  circulating  humours, 
and  afterwards  depofited  in  different  places  *,  hence, 
and  from  the  diverfity  of  places  in  which  it  is  depo¬ 
fited,  it  produces  many  evils. 

But  that  virus  is  more  frequently  accuftomed  to 
fix  its  feat  in  vifcous  fat  and  mucous  humours  in  the 
genital  parts,  and  when  that  poifon  gains  dominion 
over  the  humours  of  the  founded:  body,  as  they  flow 
to  the  place  affedted,  it  affimilates  them  fo  much  to 
itfelf,  that  they  alfo  become  contagious  :  wherefore 
it  appears,  that,  in  procefs  of  time,  the  whole  body 
may  become  infedted  from  a  fmall  venereal  ulcer  ; 
which  is  obferved  to  happen  from  this  inveterate 
evil,  as  demonftrated  by  many  more  obfervations  in 
Sedt.  1445. 

Thole  evils  which  are  ufually  formed  by  the  Lues 
in  the  external  fuperficies  of  the  body  have  been 
enumerated  and  defcribed  in  Sedt.  1444,  1445,  1446. 
It  afo  appears  from  thefe  fedtions,  that  the  moft  vio¬ 
lent  difeafes  are  fometimes  produced  in  the  bowels 
from  this  caufe  s  but  there  has  been  enough  faid 
in  the  following  fedtions  concerning  the  difeafes  bred 
in  the  genital  parts  by  this  difeafe. 

It  now  follows,  that  fomething  be  faid  of  thofe 
evils,  which  are  obferved  whilft  this  foul  difeafe  fixes 

it$ 
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its  feat  in  the  arteries,  and  occupies  the  tendons, 
membranes,  ligaments,  and  the  very  bones,  which 
fo  often  happens  in  an  inveterate  Lues. 

It  has  been  amply  demonftrated  before,  that  the 
tunica  cellulofa  is  diftributed  throughout  the  whole 
body,  all  the  bowels  interpofed,  not  only  through 
the  mufcles,  but  that  it  furrounds  them,  that  it 
has  alio  a  place  between  the  fafciculi  of  the  mulcular 
fibres,  and  involves  every  one  of  them.  The  poi- 
fon  of  the  difeafe.  ufed  to  be  entangled  with  fat  and 
mucous  humours,  it  opens  an  eafy  way  to  the  very 
bones,  and  the  marrow  alfo  ^  from  whence  the  molt 
terrible  evils  ufually  follow,  as  will  appear  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  obfervations. 

Pains  in  the  bones  generally  accompany  an  adult 
Lues,  a  recent  one  but  feldom  ;  as  will  be  alfo 
mentioned  in  SeX.  1467,  by  the  figns  which  are  to 
be  taken  for  a  confirmed  Lues,  which  requires  a 
powerful  method  of  cure  j  but  at  that  time  when 
this  difeafe  lpread  throughout  Europe,  and  alfo  at 
the  beginning  of  it,  the  patients  were  excruciated  by 
thele  pains.  So  we  read  in  a  little  book  of  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe,  wrote  by  Gafparus  T orella  *  in  the 
year  1497,  concerning  Nicholas  Minor  Valentine ,  a 
youth  of  twenty-four  years  of  age,  who  having  con¬ 
nexion  with  a  woman  labouring  with  a  pudendagra, 
was  that  fame  day  infeXed.  Infe Bio  incepit  apparere 
in  virga ,  uti  folet  ut  plurimnm  aliis  evenire  :  nam  fe~ 
(puenti  die  apparuit  ulcus  in  virga ,  cum  quadam  duritie 
longa ,  tendente  verfus  inguina ,  ad  modum  radii ,  cum 
for  ditie  ^  &  virulentia.  Poft  fex  dies ,  ulcere  femicu- 
rato ,  correptus  fuit  intenjijjimis  dolor  thus  capitis ,  colli , 
fpatularum ,  brachiorum ,  tibiarum ,  &  cnftarum  ; 
prafertim  in  eorum  mufculis  ;  cum  maximis  vigiliis ,  a 
quibus  molefiabatur  non  nifi  in  noble  poft  primum  fom-> 
num:  “  The  infeXion  began  to  appear  in  his  pe- 

nis,  as  it  commonly  happens  to  others,  for  an 
P  ulcer  appeared  there  the  day  following,  with  a 
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44  certain  long  hardnefs  tending  towards  the  groin, 
44  in  the  manner  of  a  radius  with  filth  and  vi- 
44  rulence  ;  the  ulcer  being  half  cured  in*  fix 
44  days  after,  he  was  feized  with  racking  pains  in 
44  the  head,  neck,  fhoulders,  arms,  fhin- bones,  and 
44  ribs,  and  eipecially  in  their  mufcles  •,  all  which 
44  were  attended  with  a  great  privation  of  deep  ; 
44  but  thefe  pains  never  attacked  him  but  by  night 
44  after  his  firft  deep.”  In  ten  days  after,  many 
puftules  appeared  on  his  face,  neck,  and  head,  nor 
did  the  evil  appear  to  be  lightened  by  the  eruption 
of  thefe  puftules,  for  they  and  the  pains  remained, 
nor  did  they  increafe  or  diminifh  during  the  fpace 
of  two  months,  and  fome  nodofities  grew  up  in  his 
members. 

Another  man  of  twenty-four  years  of  age/'  in 
thirty  days  after  an  infection  of  the  penis,  and  fud- 
denly  after  a  long  deep,  had  his  whole  body  in- 
fecfted  with  broad  red  fpots  without  puftules.  Elapjis 
quinque  diebus ,  fuit  correptus  doloribus  intenfis  capitis , 
colli ,  fpatularum .  Macula  vero  inceperunt  cortices  ad 
inodum  furfur  is  emitter  e.  Poftremo  multiplicati  font 
dolor  es  per  totum  corpus ,  inf  eft  antes  eum  in  nodle ,  £5? 
non  in  die.  44  Five  days  having  elapfed,  he  was 
14  feized  with  intenfe  pains  in  the  head,  neck,  and 
44  fhoulders,  but  the  fpots  began  to  died  fome  fkins 
44  or  fcales  like  bran  ;  the  pains  at  length  multi- 
44  plied  throughout  the  whole  body,  and  infefted 
44  him  by  night  but  not  by  day.”  In  another  pa¬ 
tient,/  the  difeafe  began  with  the  pains  :  having  at 
length  exercifed  himfelf  very  laborioudy  every  day 
for  two  months,  in  that  hour  of  night  at  which  he 
was  ufually  molefted  with  pains  from  his  head  to  his 
heels,  grcfs  crufty  cinder- like  puftules  broke  forth, 
which  eafed  his  pains. 

It  appears  from  this  groupe  of  fymptoms,  that 
the  virus  of  the  Lues,  when  mixed  with  humours, 
aH'ects  various  places  of  the  body,  nor  is  it  loon 
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fixed  in  any  certain  place,  but  wanders  through  dif¬ 
ferent  parts,  whofe  functions  it  difturbs  as  it  changes 
its  place.  It  oftner  happens,  at  this  day,  that  the  pains 
are  eafed  when  fpots  and  puftules  fuddenly  appear  in 
the  fkin  ;  and  vice  verfa  ;  for  when  it  once  adheres 
fixed  in  the  bones,  the  pains  are  not  then  carried 
away  by  a  removal  of  matter  to  another  place,  but 
obftinately  adhere  there :  but  it  has  been  conftantly 
held,  from  the  infancy  cf  this  difeafe  even  to  thefe 
times,  that  thefe  very  tormenting  pains  afflidt  the 
patient  by  night,  but  are  remarkably  diminifhed  in 
the  day-time,  and  even  ceafe  entirely  fometimes. 

Sydenham  defcribcd  the  progrefs  of  the  venereal 
difeafe  *  by  a  drawing,  and  diftinguifhed  thefe  wan¬ 
dering  pains  from  the  firit  ones.  Dolores ,  turn  caput , 
turn  artus  in  articulorum  interftitiis ,  humeros  fcilicet , 
brachia,  &  talos ,  crudeliter  laniant ,  nullo  or  dine  inva- 
dentes ,  &  per  inter  valla ,  licet  noffiu  eegrum,  ledluli  ca~ 
lore  perfufum,  rariffime  deftiiuant ,  nec  nifi  fub  auro- 
ram  libenter  evanefcant :  “  Thefe  pains  thus  inva- 
“  ding  the  head,  now  and  then  the  arteries  in  the 
“  intervals  of  the  joints  of  the  fhoulders,  arms,  and 
“  ancles,  cruelly  rack  them  without  any  order,  and 
“  very  feldom  forlake  the  patient  at  any  interval  by 
“  night,  though  lull’d  by  the  heat  of  the  bed,  nor 
“  do  they  freely  vanifh  until  the  break  of  day.” 
But  he  alfo  remarks,  that  the  pains  are  lightened  if 
the  fkin  be  fpotted  with  crufty  fcales,  fcurf,  and 
pimples,  fuch  as  commonly  proceed  from  a  leprofy  ^ 
io  that  the  more  fkin  thus  torn,  the  lefs  the  patient 
is  tormented  :  but  this  releafe  is  not  lafbing,  nam  uni - 
verfa  fymptomata  pedetentim  incrudefcutit ,  dolor  pra 
reliquis ,  qui  tandem  eo  ufque  exacerbatur ,  ut  fe  ne~ 
queat  mifer  in  letlo  continere ,  fed,  protinus  exiliens ,  hue 
illuc  in  cubiculo  curjitet ,  irrequietus  ferme ,  donee  illu - 
cefcat  :  “  for  all  the  fymptoms  gradually  increafe, 
“  particularly  the  pain  before  all  others  *,  the  mi- 
“  ferable  patient  tormented  with  that,  cannot  con- 
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<c  tain  himfelf  in  bed,  but  continually  damps  about 
<c  the  room  until  day -light.”  For  the  evil  then  ad¬ 
heres  fixed  in  the  bones,  which  are  raifed  into 
hard  knobs,  fwe  dings  and  knots,  which  become 
carious,  and  afterwards  produce  cancerous  ulcers 
of  a  mod  malignant  nature  in  the  part  affect¬ 
ed,  See. 

SECT.  MCCCCLIII. 

R  O  M  hence  the  cartilages,  principally 
thofe  of  the  nofe  and  palate  of  the 
mouth,  are  corroded. 

It  is  known  that  the  extremities  of  the  joints  of 
the  bones  which  receive,  and  are  to  be  received  by 
the  cartilage  or  gridle,  are  incrudated  by  it,  and  co¬ 
vered  by  fat  humours ;  from  whence  an  eafy  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  joints  is  obtained.  That  articular 
fmegma,  gives  a  convenient  ned  to  the  venereal 
virus,  and  produces  the  word  of  evils.  Such  dege¬ 
nerations  of  the  bone  about  the  articulations  were 
often  obferved,  and  I  myfelf  have  feen  them  in  the 
dead  bodies  of  fome  fufferers  by  this  difeafe. 

The  gridles,  corroded  by  the  venereal  difeafe,  are 
chiefly  thofe  of  the  nofe  and  palate  of  the  mouth,  which 
afterwards  bear  an  incurable  deformity.  It  is  to  be 
added,  that  the  venereal  difeafe  is  exceeding  diffi¬ 
cult  to  be  extricated  from  thefe  places,  as  known  by 
all  who  are  habituated  to  the  cure  of  this  difeafe. 

But  thefe  evils  were  before  mentioned  in  SeCtion 
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SECT.  MCCCCLIV. 

THIS  difeafe  prefen tly  occupies  the 
middle  parts  of  the  bones,  and  pro¬ 
duces  a  caries,  efpecially  in  the  cranium. 

When  enormous  pains  arife  amidft  the  bones  of 
the  cranium,  or  in*  the  middle  of  the  thickeft  parts 
of  the  greater  bones,  and  if.  the  horizontal  fpread- 
ing  knitings,  or  joinings  of  thefe  bones  be  divided, 
or  as  if  about  burfting  afunder,  and  thefe  beginning 
after  the  fetting  of  the  fun,  bring  on  intolerable 
pains  in  a  flow  pace  until  midnight,  and  then  con- 
itrain  the  tormented  patient  to  quit  his  bed,  until 
they  fpontaneoufly  grow  more  tolerable  towards  the 
dawn  of  day,  we  are  then  certain  that  the  evil  al¬ 
ready  adheres  to  the  fat  of  the  bones.* 

But  fince  the  diploe  of  the  bones  of  the  cranium 
executes  the  office  of  the  marrow,  thence  thefe  foul 
evils  occur  fo  often  in  the  head ;  for  it  is  obferved, 
that  the  venereal  difeafe  more  frequently  affe£ts  the 
head  than  any  other  part  of  the  body,  though  even 
whilll  the  virus  of  this  difeafe  received  by  the  genital 
parts,  is  difperfed  by  an  univerfal  mafs  of  humours, 
and  afterwards  depofited  in  various  parts,  which  it 
flowly  waftes  away  with  purulent  matter. 

Fernelius  excellently  remarks,-f  the  figns  by  which 
gouty  pains  are  diftinguiffied  from  thofe  which  are 
venereal.  Arthritis  enim  hrevi  parvoque  tempore  ex~ 
oritur ,  idque  ex  dejiuxicne ,  qu<e  repente  in  articulum 
incuhuit.  Dolores  vero  Luis  Venerea  fenjim  procedunty 
multoque  tempore ,  ah  eo  excrement 0,  quod  pars  male 
affehla  paulatim  congejjit.  Ad  h<ec^  arthritis  in  arti- 
culo ,  aut  circa  hunc ,  confiftit,  fixaque  eft.  Dolores  ex 
Lite  non  articulos ,  fed  medio  s  art  us ,  ohfident  \  in  qui- 
hus  &  plerumque  tophi  c oner ef cunt ;  maxime  vero  in 

fronte , 

f  Ibidem,  p,  614, 
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fronte ,  &  capite ,  in  clavibus ,  z/z  humeri  ojfe ,  z» 

#z&iz<?  cubit i  radio ,  z/z  priori  tibiae  ;  nonnun - 

<p^/z  £s?  iw  4/fzj  quoque  offibus  :  66  For  the  gout  is 

tc  bred  in  a  fhort  and  little  time,  and  that  from  a 
<c  defluxion  which  fuddenly  falls  upon  the  joint  ^ 
44  but  the  pains  of  the  venereal  difeafe  proceed  gra- 
“  dually,  and  in  a  long  courie  of  time,  from  that 
44  excrement  which  the  part  affeded  had  by  degrees 
“  affembled  j  and  this  gout  is  fixed,  whether  it  con- 
44  lifts  in  the  joint  or  about  it.  The  venereal  pains 
44  attack  not  the  joints,  but  their  intermediate  liga- 
44  ments,  in  which  and  for  the  moft  part  the  tophi 
44  grow,  but  moftly  in  the  forehead,  head,  amidft 
44  the  Ihoulder- bones,  elbows,  in  the  upper  part 
44  of  the  Ihin-bone,  and  lbmetimes  in  other  bones 
44  adfo'.9* 

Befides,  the  venereal  pains  have  this  property,  that 
they  are  not  increafed  by  the  tad,  but  are  very 
often  eafed  by  a  ftrong  prefTure  on  the  parts  ag¬ 
grieved  ;  whilft  the  gouty  patient  cannot  at  all  bear 
to  be  touched  on  the  affeded  place,  particularly  in 
any  rude  manner  •,  but  by  this  it  is  to  be  under- 
ftood,  before  that  the  bones  are  raifed  into  hard 
tophi,  for  they  become  painful  at  a  ruder  tad. 

SEC  T.  MCCCCLV. 

AN  D  then,  upon  the  parts  placed  upon 
thefe  bones,  arife  impofthumes  of  the 
word  nature. 

The  furgeons  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  cure  thofe 
evils  which  have  their  origin  from  an  infeded  bone. 
If  the  bone  has  been  affeded  by  an  external  injury, 
after  wounds,  fuppu rations,  &c.  indeed  the  cure 
proceeds  more  {lowly,  but  ftill  fucceeds,  as  the  way 
for  corrupted  humours  eafily  lies  open  through  thefe 
*  ,  -  foft 
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foft  incumbent  parts,  whofe  union  is  in  like  manner 
diffolved  *  but  when  thefe  fuperpofed  foft  parts  de* 
generate  into  malignant  ulcers,  after  thofe  noftur* 
nal  pains,  it  is  juftly  to  be  feared,  that  the  marrow 
of  the  bones  was  jieftroyed  before  the  foft  parts 
could  be  affected.  It  has  been  feen  that  bones  were 
already  entirely  eaten  by  a  caries,  though  the  in¬ 
cumbent  foft  parts  ftill  remained  whole*  juft  as  if 
a  man’s  thigh-bone  fhould  be  broke  in  taking  off 
his  garters.  If  the  bones  of  the  cranium,  after  ha* 
ying  a  long  time  laboured  under  an  intolerable  ce* 
bhaiagia,  fhould  be  fo  corroded,  how  great  and  many 
fire  the  threatening  evils  attending  them  !  See  the 
)bfervations  already  cited  in  Seft.  1445,  where  fuch 
ad  cafes  are  enumerated,  Thefe  obfervations  made. 
)y  Joannes  de  Vigo  *  in  his  works,  which  he  began 
0  colled  in  the  year  1503,  and  publifhed  in  the 
rear  1513,  deferve  to  be  read*  but  fince  he  was 
urgeon  to  pope  Julius  the  fecond ,  he  without  doubt 
aw  the  venereal  difeafe  whilft  it  fir  ft  appeared  in 
Europe.  The  difeafe  began  from  puftules  of  the 
;enitals  in  both  fexes,  which  were  afterwards  dif* 
erfed  throughout  the  whole  body,  lnterdum  cum 
Iblis  pujlulis ,  vel  faltem  poji  earum  or  turn  inde  ad  men - 
'm  cum  dimidiOy  vel  circa ,  p  aliens  labor  ah  at  doloribus 
'amofiSy  interdum  circa  frontem ,  interdum  in  fpatulis> 
l  humeris ,  &  brachiis ,  aliquando  in  tibiis ,  coxisy 

1  anchis.  A  quibus  doloribus  aliquando  multum  pofl 
' mpus ,  videlicet  pofi  annum  &  ultra ,  quadam  orie- 
wtur  fchirrofitates ,  ad  inftar  cffiiim ,  a  quibus  <sgro - 
\ntes  clamofis  doloribus  vexahantur^  prefer tim  tempore 
ittiSy  &  fedabantur  in  die ,  “  Sometimes 

through  the  aforefaid  puftules,  or  in  a  month 
and  a  half,  or  thereabouts,  after  their  rife,  a 
patient  laboured  with  alarming  pains,  fome* 
times  about  his  forehead,  blade-bones,  fhouTders, 
arms,  ftnn  bones,  hips,  knees,  and  ancles,  from 
Vo u  XVII,  r  **  all 


*  ApHrodifiac.  in  Prsefat.  p,  449,  4^ 
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«  all  which  pains,  having  laded  above  a  year  and 
“  a  half,  fchirrous  fwellings  arofe  on  the  bones,  by 
«  which  the  Tick  are  tormented  with  lamentable 
“  pains,  efpecially  in  the  night-time,  and  are  eafed 
“  in  the  day,5’  &c.  But  thefe  pains  always  termi¬ 
nated  in  the  corrupting  or  deftroying  of  a  bone,  as 
it  happened  in  the  fpina  ventofa.  Tranfafto  vero 
anno  cum  dimidi  o9  vel  circa9  qu^edam  tuber ojfit at es  exi-\ 
turales ,  materia  grejfa  &  phlegmatic  a  plenty  ad  mo - 
dum  non  parva  caftanea ,  albi  color  is  9  fubftantia  durx 
ad  infiar  chords ,  ant  nervi  femiputrefabti ,  generaban - 
tury  quarum  maturatio  a  natura  tantum ,  abfque  aux - 
ilio  alicujus  medeU ,  plerumque  faciliter  efficiebatur . 
6)/^  re ,  poft  earnm  crepaturam ,  apertionem , 

omne  genus  ulcerum  videbatur ,  i£c.  u  But  the  year 
“  and  a  half,  or  thereabouts,  being  elapfed,  fome 
*c  little  fwellings,  not  lefs  than  a  chefaut,  of  a  white' 
*c  colour,  and  full  of  grofs  phlegmatic  matter,  and 
“  of  a  hard  fubdance  like  a  cord,  or  a  half-putri- 
<c  fied  nerve,  were  generated,  their  maturity  was  ! 
<c  eadly  affecded  by  nature,  without  the  aid  of  any 
*c  medicine ;  from  which  matter  every  kind  of  ul- 
<£  cer  was  feen  after  thefe  had  cracked  or  opened,” 
&c. 

He  afterwards  difplays  this  matter  more  amply  in 
enumerating  the  various  kinds  of  evils  attending  ul¬ 
cers  ;  and  proves,  that  every  fpecies  of  pain,  every! 
foulnefs  of  the  fkin,  and  all  the  diverdties  of  ulcers, 
concur  in  this  difeale  :  and  he  farther  adds,  Ultimo 
loco  vidimus ,  febriculam  oriri ,  qu^e  tot  pranominatis 
malis  hominem  quaji  ad  ethic  amy  aut  ad  ultimam  ejus 
diemy  conducebat :  “  In  the  lad  place  we  law  a  fever 
“  arife,  which,  with  the  forementioned  evils,  almoft: 
46  conducted  the  man  to  his  lad  day.” 


SECT. 
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SECT.  MCCCCLVI. 

BUT  the  venereal  difeafe  raifes  hard  to¬ 
phi  on  thefe  incumbent  parts,  which 
are  almoft  void  of  pain,  but  gradually  grow 

more  acute*  and  then  putrify  thefe  incumbent 
parts. 

The  venereal  difeafe*  as  hath  appeared,  very  often 
infe&s  the  bones,  and  deftroys  them  with  a  real  ca¬ 
ries  ;  it  fometimes  a£ts  more  flowly  in  the  bones, 
and  raifes  them  gradually  into  hard  tumours,  which 
hold  out  a  long  time  before  a  caries  follows  ;  thefe 
are  infenfible,  but  yet  the  pain  flowly  increafes, 
according  to  cuftom,  by  an  approaching  or  an  in- 
creafed  corruption  of  the  fwelling  bone,  which  after¬ 
wards  corrupts  the  foft  incumbent  parts  alfo,  from 

whence  all  the  evils  mentioned  in  the  precedent 
fe&ion  arife. 

But  thefe  moft  racking  ofteocopal  pains  thus  pro¬ 
voked  by  night,  precede  thofe  tophi.  Thefe  tu¬ 
mours  are  bred  in  the  middle  parts  of  the  bones,  they 
aie  fometimes  fo  foft,  tough,  and  tenacious,  that 
they  yield  to  the  preffure  of  a  finger,  and  they  are 
called  gummi ,  or  gummata ,  becaufe  they  may  be 
aptly  compared  to  gum  already  flill  diftilling  from 
the  bark  of  a  tree,  but  not  yet  fo  much  hardened 
as  to  become  fragil,  though  dried  by  the  air  5  if 
thefe  are  of  a  harder  fubftance,  and  fcarcely  fink 
any  more  under  the  preffure  of  a  finger,  they  are 
called  tophi ;  but  when  they  grow  entirely  hard  and 
offified,  they  are  then  ufualiy  termed  exoftofes ,  and 
hyperojiofes ,  if  the  whole  fubftance  of  the  bone 
fwells  in  that^  place,  or  if  fuch  a  hard  tumour  fhould 
as  it  were  befidge  fo  much  of  the  bone.  Ten  Rhyne  f 

P  2  -  faw 
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aw  fuch  a  tophus  befieging  the  fhin-bone  of  a  failor* 
of  twenty-five  years  of  age,  who  was  infeded  by 
the  venereal  difeafe,  and  believed  thofe  tormenting 
pains  he  buffered  to  be  thofe  of  the  gout,  winch 
this  hardy  fpecies  of  men  muft  often  buffer,.  by  being 
expofed  night  and  day  to  the  inclemencies  or  inju¬ 
ries  of  the  air.  Whilft  he  bufily  applied  hknbelf  to 
his  marine  labours  barefooted,  the  tophus,  in  being 
roughly  rubbed  by  a  running  rope,  broke  open  : 
a  furgeon  cut  open  the  place  ;  having  then  worked 
away  the  periofteum  with  his  cutting  and  fearing 
inftruments,  he  endeavoured  to  deftroy  the  evil,  with 
great  torment,  but  of  no  ufe  to  the  patient.  Ex¬ 
amining  then  the  place  more  attentively,  he  found  a 
final!  hole  which  hardly  admitted  the  point  of  a 
probe  %  he  cut  the  lamina  of  the  bone  with  a  tre¬ 
pan,  fo  made  a  way  into  the  cavity  of  the  fhin-bone, 
and  faw  that  the  marrow  had  there  degenerated  as 
it  were  into  a  fungous  flefft,  exeeflively  fenfible :  he 
afterwards  ufed  the  fame  method  which  is  ufually  to 
be  applied  to  the  fradured  bones  of  the  cranium ; 
then  having  devifed  a  cure  for  the  venereal  difeafe, 
the  patient  grew  well. 

This  obfervation  confirms  the  opinion,  that  fuch 
tophi  are  firlt  raifed  by  the  affeded  bone,  and  are 
often  from  thence  very  difficult  to  be  cured. 

Such  tumours  fometimes  adhere  in  certain  places, 
where  they  caufe  the  greateft  plague  ;  a  remarkable 
example  of  which  I  have  feen.  A  man  of  thirty- 
three  years  of  age,  who  frequented  the  Indies,  had 
impure  connexions  with  an  Indian  woman,  from 
whom  he  contraded  a  gonorrhea,  which  he  attemp¬ 
ted  to  cure  with  oil  of  juniper,  balfam  copayb and 
fome  other  fuch  very  hot  medicines  a  phymofis  fol¬ 
lowed,  with  a  tumour  fwelling  the  veins  round  the 
tefticles,  and  the,  gonorrhea  obftinately  remained  af¬ 
terwards  for  a  whole  year:  it  then  began  to  dimi- 
nifh,  but  prefently  a  large  buboe  fprung  up  in  the 
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tight  groin,  which  was  cut  open  with  a  knife,  and 
cured  in  India :  iome  failures  or  cracks  of  the  fkin 
fucceeded,  with  great  pain  and  injury  in  his  hands 
and  feet,  and  as  he  was  returning  to  his  own  coun¬ 
try,  in  four  years  after  the  firft  infection,  thefe  cracks 
began  to  diminiih  gradually  as  he  approached  Hol¬ 
land  ;  they  were  healed  in  a  fhort  time  on  returning 
to  his  friends.  But  the  dire  traces  of  the  filthy 
Lues  ftill  remained  as  well  in  and  about  his  jaws, 
as  in  divers  bones  of  his  body.  Amongft  the  other 
evils  which  afflicted  him,  a  large  tophus,  not  chan¬ 
ging  the  colour  of  the  integument,  adhered  under 
the  mufcle  of  the  left  temple  ;  fuch  another,  but 
yet  lefs,  lurked  under  the  right  temple ;  from 
whence  the  unhappy  patient  could  not  move  his 
mouth  or  jaws,  fo  that  his  life  was  fuftained  by  pot¬ 
tage  or  broth  only,  until  he  at  length  perifhed  by 
a  dropfy,  which  fprang  from  ail  thofe  other  evils  he 
buffered. 


SECT.  MCCCCLVIL  " 

R  O  M  whence  the  figns  are  eafily 
difcovered  by  which  this  diforder  is 
!  known. 

Unlefs  I  am  deceived  in  thefe  remarks  hitherto* 
mentioned,  the  figns  which  indicate  the  exiftence  of 
this  venereal  difeafe  in  the  body,  are  therein  con¬ 
tained  ;  and  aifo  thofe  effects  which  attend  the  dif-* 
ferent  parts  of  the  body  affected  by  this  difeofe.  I 
have  alfo  fed ulou fly  endeavoured  to  know  what  was 
to  be  hoped  and  feared  from  it,  through  a  change¬ 
able  habit  of  body,  the  various  intenfity  pf  the  con¬ 
tagion,  its  more  recent  or  inveterate  flan*  ip  the  body, 
thofe  places  or  thofe  parts  it  occupied,  corroded, 
deftroyed,  and  the  diverfity  of  evils;,  that  follow, 

B  3  together^ 
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together  with  the  facility  or  difficulty  of  their 
cure. 

Therefore  as  the  diagnoftic  and  prognoftic  figns 
of  the  Lues  have  been  treated  of,  it  now  follows 
that  its  cure  fhould  be  alfo  treated  of. 

I  will  fincerely  mention  thofe  remedies  which  J 
haveobferved  in  curing  this  difeafe  $  thofe  which  I 
have  known  to  be  fafe  and  real  •,  I  will  praife  thofe 
men  by  whom  I  might  have  profited  ;  I  will  fhew 
the  reafons  which  induced  me  to  prefer  fome  certain 
medicines  and  remedies  to  others.  I  find  myfelf 
fully  difpofed  to  follow  the  beft  methods,  as  foor* 
as  I  know  them  •,  until  that  good  fortune  happens 
to  me,  I  will  ufe  my  own. 

SECT.  MCCCCLVIII. 

-  *  -  .**■ '  •/* 

A  Gonorrhea  is  cured  by  bathing,  fo¬ 
mentation,  an  injection,  a  mercurial 
purgation  often  repeated,  emulfions,  balfams, 
an  abftinence  from  all  ftrong  favory  meat  and 
drink  ftimulating  to  venery,  and  on  the  other 
hand  from  poor  and  meagre  victuals  and  drink. 

Tfie  general  indication  in  curing  thofe  evils  bred 
by  a  reception  of  the  venereal  contagion,  particularly 
con fifts  in  this,  that  the  contagious  virus  be  removed 
4s  loon  as  poflible  from  the  place  it  adheres  to,  and 
be  expelled  from  the  body,  that  it  fhould  no  farther 
injure  the  part  it  occupies,  nor  be  propagated  in  the 
neighbouring  or  yet  remoter  parts  of  the  body. 
Various  are  the  effects  to  be  feared  from  the 
Lues*  according  to  the  diverfity  of  the  places  af¬ 
fected  and  contagious  matter,  the  greater  or  lefs 
exciting  heat,  and  the  different  conflitution  of  the 
infeded  body,  as  hath  been  obferved  in  Se£ t.  1444* 

ti  <  '  /  <1  »  *  .  v  "  »  f  r  "  f  r*  y  irf  *  t  -.  *  • 

But 
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But  the  venereal  virus  manifefls  itfelf  ufualiy  in 
that  place  to  which  it  firft  adheres :  in  a  (oft  in* 
flammation,  a  whitifh,  fcaley,  corroding,  mucous 
puftule,  which  obflinately  relifts  all  common  reme¬ 
dies,  and  afterwards  diflils  a  foetid,  mucous,  flow, 
greenilh,  corroding  filthy  corruption,  and  then  the 
evil  fpreads  rather  in  breadth  than  in  depth. 

If  it  fliould  adhere  to  the  external  part  of  the 
yard,  the  place  affedted  is  called  a  J hanker ,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  difficulty  of  its  cure.  If  it  fliould  at¬ 
tack  the  interior  fide,  fuch  a  corruption  flows  fooner 
or  later  from  the  urethra,  and  then  it  is  called  a  go¬ 
norrhea,  which  is  diftinguifhed  by  many  kinds,  in 
regard  to  the  diverfity  of  the  place  it  occupies,  in 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  urethra  and  adjacent  parts, 
or  the  difcharge  of  its  humours  into  the  hollow 
channel  of  the  urethra,  which  the  contagion  of  the 
Lues  had  infected.  That  thefe  evils  may  be  exactly 
known,  an  anatomical  cognizance  of  thefe  parts  is 
abfolutely  required  5  from  which  thefe  various  and 
mofl  tedious  evils,  fometimes  accompanying  or  fol¬ 
lowing  a  gonorrhea,  can  be  underftood.  All  thefe 
have  been  already  defcribed  in  Sedt.  1447,  and  in 
what  followed  :  it  now  follows  that  the  cure  of  the 
gonorrhea  be  dilcufled. 

By  bathing,  fomentation.]  The  chief  attention 
is  to  be  applied  to  purging  out  the  infedted  virus, 
that  a  free  and  ealy  dilcharge  may  be  obtained  for 
the  flowing  matter  :  hence  the  more  prudent  phyfi- 
cians  endeavour  to  obtain  this  by  baths  and  fomen¬ 
tations,^  as  they  perpetually  moiften  and  warm  the 
parts,  fp  that  the  received  virus  may  be  allured  to 
how  out  with  all  the  corruption  it  formed. 

Emollient  herbs,  added  to  flour  and  foft  anti- 
feptics,  are  proper  materials  for  the  bath  and  fomen¬ 
tation.  Such  a  prefcription  is  given  in  the  Materia 
Me  die  a,  thus  ;  Leaves  of  mallows  are  for  the  emol¬ 
lients,  and  a  compolition  of  ruey  fcordium  and  garljck 
H  the  antileptics  j  to  which  are  added,  a  little 

P  4  Venetian 
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Venetian  foap  and  fpirits  of  wine  :  the  quantity  of 
the  emollients*  as  well  as  the  antifeptics,  may  be 
augmented  at  will*  according  as  a  more  or  lefs  de¬ 
tergent  remedy  may  be  defired  :  of  Inch  materials 
puitices  or  plafters  may  be  formed,  to  be  laid  on 
thele  parts  :  to  thefe  is  ufually  added  a  little  Unfeed 
i oil ,  that  this  pultice  may  not  dry  too  foon.  Very 
great  care  mu  ft  be  taken  that  no  corruption  may  be 
collected  between  the  prepuce  and  the  glans,  nor 
make  any  ftay  there,  for  from  thence  a  hew  mfedion, 
and  corrofion  of  the  glans,  and  infide  of'  the  pre-v; 
puce,  a  phymofts  and  other  evils  are  to  be  feared  t 
hence  let  the  ablution  be  diligently  made,  and  the 
glans  be  wrapped  up  in  the  emollient  and  light¬ 
ly  antifeptic  pultice,  "whilft  the  prepuce  is  with¬ 
drawn,  for  they  draw  the  matter  outwards-:  this  ' 
walking  and  clean fing  ihould  be  often  repeated  in  the 
day-time. 

I  muft  confefs,  that  it  is  very  incommodious  to 
thofe  who  are  in  public  offices,  or  not  at  their  own 
liberty,  to  attend  thofe  frequent  cleanfings  in  the  day* 
without  giving  forne  fufpicion  of  the  lurking  evil 
to  thofe  from  whole  knowledge  of  it  they  moft 
anxioufly  defire  to  conceal  it.  I  have  advifed  fuch 
p^rfons  to  fteep  the  penis  in  a  vefiel  fill’d  with  an 
equal  quantity  of  new  milk  and  water,  in  which  a 
little  Venetian  foap  had  been  diftolved,  then  to  wipe 
it  gently,  fo  as  not  to  irritate  the  fenfible  parts  of 
it ;  after  this  cleanfing,  let  a  foft  plafter  of  mucilagi¬ 
nous  drugs ,  or  of  melikt ,  or  fuch  like,  be  applied  to 
the  naked  glans  when  the  prepuce  is  withdrawn ; 
for  though  the  baths,  fomentations,  and  puitices 
opght  to  be  ufed  firft,  yet  thele  through  urgent  ne*  j 
ceffity  may  be  applied  in  the  place  of  them.* 

The  votaries  to  Venus  and  the  brothel  houfes  re* 
pofe  great  hopes  of  impunity  in  an  immediate  walk¬ 
ing  of  the  genitals  after  coition. 
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By  injection.]  A  careful  and  frequent  ablution 
and  cleanfing  are  particularly  ufeful  and  neceffary  in 
that  fpecies  of  the  gonorrhea  (fee  Sed.  1447), 
where  the  corruption  as  it  were  exudes  from  the 
glans  through  its  fubfiance,  and  is  coileded  under 
the  prepuce ;  and  alio  when  the  feat  of  the  gonor¬ 
rhea  is  not  very  diftant  from  the  orifice  of  the  ure¬ 
thra  ;  but  when  the  feat  of  the  evil  is  more  diftant, 
thefe  fomentations  and  baths  reach  not  the  affeded 
glace  di redly,  though  they  are  of  ufe  for  cleanfing 
faway  the  corruption  of  the  gonorrhea,  which  diftils 
.from  the  urethra,  and  is  collided  between  the  pre¬ 
puce  and  the  glans :  hence  many  others  who  have 
applied  themfeives  to  curing  this  difeafe,  thought  it 
would  be  of  great  fervice  to  apply  fuch- like  reme¬ 
dies  as  are  oftner  injeded  through  a  tunnel  into  the 
urethra,  in  the  form  of  a  bath,  fomentation,  and  a 
pultice,  that  the  contagion  may  be  purged  out, 
the  injurious  pains  mollified,  and  the  llrangury 
amended. 

As  fuch  injedions  can  wafb  and  cleanfe  the  whole 
length  of  the  urethra,  and  various  remedies  be  ap¬ 
plied  according  to  the  changeable  date  of  the  evil, 
they  hoped  they  would  cure  a  gonorrhea  by  injec¬ 
tions  only,  as  a  local  diforder.  A  celebrated  phy- 
fician  was  of  this  opinion  ;  *  who  would  have  aquam 
calcis  viv*9  Jaccharum  faturni ,  vitriohm  album ,  de- 
toflum  gnajnciy  &c.  to  be  injeded  into  the  urethra, 
by  which  he  promifed  a  certain  cure  of  the  gonor¬ 
rhea.  I  confefs  myfelf  very  averfe  to  this  method, 
which  I  believe  to  be  dangerous,  for  fuch  condrin- 
gent  remedies  mud  be  certainly  injurious,  afford  but 
f alfe  hopes  of  a  cure,  whilft  they  drop  the  flux  and 
by  no  means  produce  a  cure  •,  nor  does  the  fenfible 
urethra  bear  fuch  acrid  remedies  with  impunity,  but 
fometimes  differs  intolerable  pains*,  it  is  entirely 
Crinkled  until  it  is  hardened,  by  the  repeated  ufe  of 
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fuch  remedies  5  from  whence  the  mod  obdinate  com¬ 
plaints  afterwards  follow,  which,  together  with  all 
thefe  already  retained  by  the  venereal  virus,  are  to 
be  feared. 

The  more  prudent  phyficians  only  ufed  injections 
of  emollient  and  detergent  remedies,  that  the  af¬ 
fected  place  in  the  channel  of  the  urethra  might  be 
cleanfed  5  fuch  a  method  is  thus,  received  in  the 
materia  medica .  If  a  great  heat  is  felt  in  the  urethra, 
a  fmall  handful  of  the  feeds  of  quinces,  inf  ufed  in 
rofe  water  injeCted  warm  into  the  urethra,  will  mi-* 
tigate  and  invifcate  the  corroding  acrimony. 

But  this  is  to  be  remarked  concerning  the  injec¬ 
tions  to  be  applied  in  the  cure  of  the  gonorrhea ; 
but  the  cure  is  forefeen  to  be  more  difficult  where 
the  place  affeCted  in  the  urethra  is  more  didant  from 
its  extremity,  and  tends  towards  the  prodatae  and 
the  bladder  ^  for  the  gonorrheal  corruption,  in  the 
channel  of  the  urethra,  is  driven  backward  by  the 
injeCbions,  and  the  contagion  is  applied  to  remoter 
places,  which  is  very  dangerous.  It  is  indeed  true, 
that  the  urethra,  running  long  the  inferior  part 
of  the  penis,  may  be  eafily  clofed,  fo  as  that  the  in¬ 
jected  liquor  may  not  reach  the  pofterior  parts  ;  and 
then  that  whole  part  of  the  urethra,  between  the 
place  clofed  or  preffed  by  the  fingers,  and  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  urethra,  may  be  fafely  waffied  and  cleanfed : 
but  if  the  lead  negligence  is  here  committed  in  a 
choice  of  a  place  for  this  preffure  in  the  urethra,  or 
if  (through  any  caufe  whatfoever)  the  urethra  is  not 
entirely  preffed,  a  part  of  the  injeCted  liquor  will 
pafs  through  that  doppage  and  drive  the  poifonous 
corruption  farther  in. 

Where  the  admirable  fabric  of  the  penis  was  de¬ 
fer  i  bed  in  SeCt.  144.7,  it  was  remarked,  that  the  in* 
ternal  membrane  of  the  urethra  is  pierced  by  a  co¬ 
pious  number  of  little  oblong  holes,  or  greater  or 
leffer  pores,  which  the  excretory  channels  of  the 
glands,  placed  in  the  cavernous  body  of  the  urethra, 
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produce :  thofe  channels  near  the  internal  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  urethra  run  through  the  cavernous 
body  of  it,  and  then  obliquely  penetrate  the  cavity 
of  it,  which  they  fmear  with  a  mild  fecreted  humour, 
and  fo  fortify  it  againft  the  acrimony  of  the  urine.  * 
The  orifices  of  thefe  channels  open  by  -an  oblique 
dud  into  the  urethra,  and  therefore  bear  the  figure 
of  a  half-moon;  therefore,  though  the  injedfions 
may  not  protrude  the  corruption  towards  the  pofte- 
rior  parts,  whilft  the  urethra  is  prefied  by  the  fin¬ 
gers,  they  can  ftill  urge  the  virus  into  thefe  furrows 
pr  mouths,  and  fo  propagate  the  evil  in  the  caver¬ 
nous  body  of  the  urethra. 

If  all  thefe  circumftances  are  confidered,  that 
xleanfing  or  wafhing,  formed  by  the  urine  itfelf,  will 
appear  moft  fafe  and  eafy,  for  the  whole  length  of 
the  urethra  is  waihed  and  cleanfed  ;  this  is  eje&ed 
with  great  force,  whilft  the  contraded  bladder  is 
agitated  after  the  vanquished  refiftance  of  the  fphinc- 
ter  ;  but  fuch  is  the  direction  of  the  urine  call  out, 
that  it  fweeps  away  the  corruption  adhering  in  the 
urethra,  but  urges  it  not  into  thefe  channels  diftri- 
buted  through  the  cavity  of  the  urethra  by  any 
means,  though  fome  of  them  open  with  orifices  fuf* 
ficiently  fpreading.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  the  urine, 
even  of  a  found  perfon,  has  fome  acrimony  in  it 
which  injures  thefe  excoriated  and  ulcerous  places  ; 
but  it  is  in  the  poyyer  of  art  to  render  the  urine  fo 
thin  and  mild  that  it  can  in  no  meafure  irritate  the 
urethra  ;  the  patients  are  therefore  enjoined  to  drink 
more  than  is  needful,  and  to  have  their  drink  pre¬ 
pared  of  mild  watery  remedies  infufed  in  pure  wa¬ 
ter,  made  into  a  decodtion  of  emollient  herbs,  fuch. 
as  an  jnfufion  of  liquorice,  milk  whey,  milk  and 
water,  fmall-beer,  warmed  emulfions,  &c.  amongft 
which  thofe  which  are  moft  pleafing  to  the  palate 
Fe  to  be  chofen  by  the  patients. 

But  as  the  urine  which  is  all  night  retained  in 

l?]ac^er,  always  becomes  more  acrid,  and  a 
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quantity  of  matter  is  alfo  accumulated  in  the  cavity 
of  the  urethra,  during  the  time  of  a  longer  fleep, 
yet  the  damages  to  be  feared  may  'be  eafily  avoided  : 
if  the  patient  drinks  two  pounds  of  fmall  drink  be¬ 
fore  he  compofes  himfelf  to  deep,  in  three  or  four 
hours  after,  he  will  fpontaneoufly  awake  to  make 
water ;  that  done,  he  may  take  a  larger  draught  of 
fome  cooling  liquor,  and  fleep  again ;  fo  the  urine 
will  remain  thin,  and  will  by  no  means  be  rendered 
acrid,  whilft  the  corruption  collected  in  the  urethra 
will  be  alfo  cleanfed  away  by  the  frequent  urine, 
and  the  ftrangurial  injuries,  which  fo  often  accom¬ 
pany  the  gonorrhea,  will  be  avoided  or  much  eafed. 
All  that  utility  that  Can  be  expedted  from  the  injec¬ 
tions  will  be  obtained  by  this  method,  without  dread 
of  any  other  damage. 

If  little  confidence  is  to  be  repofed  in  thefe  in¬ 
jections  which  are  mild  and  foft,  and  that  they  only 
wipe  away  the  matter,  that  which  is  to  be  imagined 
from  the  more  acrid  remedies,  injedted  by  mounte¬ 
banks,  eafily  appears :  thofe  which  are  uiually  ap¬ 
plied  to  venereal  ulcers,  in  places  covered  with  the 
cutis,  will  be  mentioned  in  Sedt.  1463.  If  thefe  re¬ 
medies  are  liquid,  they  moil  malignantly  affedt  the 
fenfible  internal  fuperficies  of  the  urethra  with  their 
corroding  power,  and  create  the  moil  intenfe  pains : 
but  we  fhall  fee  hereafter  how  little  is  to  be  expedted 
from  local  remedies  alone.  The  fame  difad  vantage 
is  to  be  expedted  from  the  wax  bougies  which  have 
acrid  corroding  remedies  mixed  in  them,  concerning 
which  matter  fee  Sedt.  1451.  Even  though  they 
confift  of  foft  wax,  unlefs  they  are  introduced  by  a 
fkilful  hand,  they  may  certainly  produce  not  the 
lighteft  of  evils.  A  man,  wearied  with  a  daily  diftiT 
lation  of  the  urethra,  was  perfuaded  to  thruft  a  long 
fmall  bougie  of  this  kind  into  it ;  as  this  introduction 
eafily  fucceeded,  it  penetrated  the  bladder,  fo  that 
a  remarkable  part  of  it  ftuck  in  the  cavity  of  the 
bladder;  being  then  fof tenet!  by  the  heat  of  the 
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place,  it  became  more  flexible,  and  twined  into  a 
knot,  which  obftruCted  its  paflage  out  again  when 
attempted  to  be  drawn  :  it  was  at  length  pulled  out 
by  fuch  force  that  a  violent  hemorrhage  enfued,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  tumour  of  the  penis  and  fcrotum, 
and  fwellings  of  tiie  belly  ;  yet  he  efcaped  from  this 
no  fmall  danger  by  the  afiiftance  of  a  Ikilful  fur* 
geon.* 

o 

By  mercurial  purges  often  repeated.]  Many  ce¬ 
lebrated  phyficians  have  with  fuccefs  applied  cathar¬ 
tics  often  repeated  to  the  curing  a  gonorrhea,  and 
they  even  praife  it  as  the  only  efficacious  one  ;  fo 
Antonins  Mufa  Brafavolus  and  many  others  after 
him,  have  thought  :  but  as  the  efficacy  of  the  mer¬ 
cury,  in  curing  the  venereal  difeafe,  was  fo  cele¬ 
brated,  therefore  a  mercurial  purgation  was  by  far 
preferred  to  any  other  by  many  of  the  faculty  •,  yet 
it  is  very  certain,  that  other  purgations  had  been 
oftner  fufficient  to  rout  away  this  evil ;  fo  Sydenham ,§ 
in  treating  of  the  gonorrhea,  fays,  Curationis  cmnis 
cardo  in  remediis  catharticis  vertitur ,  quantum  hue 
nfque  ufu  comperimus ,  quorum  auxilio  vel  educitur  bu¬ 
rner  peccans ,  vel  procuratur  diverfto  fuccorum  corporis 
naturalium ,  qui  aliter  hofti  in  pabulum  cederent :  “  The 
“  foie  foundation  of  this  cure  depends  upon  cathar- 
“  tic  remedies,  as  far  as  we  have  hitherto  difeo? 
“  vered  of  their  ufe  ;  for  by  their  affiftance  the 
“  vicious  or  peccant  humour  is  brought  forth,  or  a 
“  diverfion  of  the  natural  juices  of  the  body  pro- 
“  duced,  which  would  otherwife  be  given  up  as 
;  “  food  for  this  hoftile  difeafe.”  I  alfo  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  this  difeafe  can  be  cured  by  whatfoever 
cathartic  remedies  which  are  lor  a  long  time  and  often 
applied  :  but  he  chofe  the  ftrongeft,  which  purge 
the  bile  particularly,  and  alfo  the  foul  corrupted 
matter  from  the  blood.  ■  \ 
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It  was  before  proved  by  many  phyflcians,  that  the 
contagion  of  the  venereal  difeafe  is  entangled,  and 
then  unites  itfeif  with  the  fat  humours  of  the  body  * 
they  therefore  prefcnbed  thofe  remedies  which  diffolve 
and  then  bring  all  the  flow  and  fat  humours  from 
the  body.  There  is  much  to  be  hoped  that  the 
contracted  virus,  which  was  united  to  thefe,  can  be 
freed  from  its  chains  and  go  out  of  the  body,  for 
by  the  repeated  ufe  of  ftronger  purging  remedies  a 
fat  man  can  be  entirely  emaciated,  as  before  men¬ 
tioned.  In  SeCt.  761,  where  the  ufe  of  purgations  in 
an  intermitting  fever  is  treated  of,  it  was  advifed, 
that  even  good  humours  were  to  be  broken  by  the 
purging  medicine,  and  then  to  be  purged  out  in  the 
manner  as  it  is  mentioned  of  Hehnont ,  in  the  fame 
place,  who  experienced  it  to  his  prejudice,  w-hilft  he 
was  curing  of  the  itch  •,  he  was  fo  emaciated  by  the 
repeated  ufe  of  purging  medicines,  that  his  knees 
trembled,  his  voice  grew  hoarfe,  and  all  his  flirength 
failed  him :  he  from  hence  concluded,  that  fuch 
purgatives  had  turned  the  vivid  fubliance  of  the 
body  into  a  liquid  and  a  putrid  difeafe.  Such  pur¬ 
ging  remedies  have  fuch  particular  virtue  in  them, 
that  they  are  ufually  called  hydragoga  by  the  phyfi¬ 
cians,  which  Sydenham *  teltifies,  fola  Jalappa  radice , 
pauperibus  aliquoties  fubvenerit ,  quorum  tenuitati ,  £d 
rebus  angufiis  domiy  confulendum  erat :  “  A  purge  ol 
«  Jalap  only  could  oftentimes  relieve  the  poor,  fo 
«  whole  leannefs  of  body  and  narrow  circumftancej 
««  at  home  it  was  to  be  prefcribed.” 

In  the  Materia  Medica  there  are  three  methods  o 
making  up  thefe  purgative  remedies  ;  the  two  firlto 
which  contain  a  large  dole  of  mercurius  dulcis,  whicl 
feems  not  to  be  yet  fo  abfolutely  or  always  requifite 
The  celebrated  Boerhaave  himfelf,J  did  not  approve  o 
mercurial  preparations  for  curing  the  gonorrhea,  bu 
Jalappam ,  Her  mo  daffy  los,  Scammoneum ,  Senam>  impri 
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mis.  H*c,  crebro  ufurpata ,  poteftatem  habent  dijfol - 
vendi  f anguine m  in  aquam ,  banc  depellendi  deorfum>  & 
evacuandi  pen  int ejiina  ;  hac  agunt  vahde  femper  Cd  in 
twin  a  vafa>  veficam ,  urethram .  ifec  &  laudatijjimus 
horum  ufus  in  locis  huic  malo  nativis ,  Africa^  &  Ame - 
r/Vzz ;  quin  &  probatiffimus  quoque  apud  optirnos  fere 
nofirorum  in  arte  magifirorum  :  “  Particularly  Jallap, 
“  Meadow-faffron,  Scammony,  and  Sena:  thefe, 
“  often  and  a  long  time  ufed,  have  the  power 
“  of  diflblving  blood  into  water,  of  driving  that 
“  downwards,  and  evacuating  it  through  the  bowels; 
“  and  they  always  ftrongly  operate  in  the  velfels 
“  in  the  bladder  and  urethra :  hence  the  ufe  of  thefe 
“  remedies  became  not  only  moil  general  for  this 
“  difeafe  in  their  native  places,  Africa  and  America, 
“  but  were  alfo  the  moft  approved  of  by  almoft  all 
<c  °ur  heft  mafters  of  this  art.”  He  praifed  that  me¬ 
thod,  whereby  the  recent  corruption  entirely  adheres 
to  one  external  place  fo  as  to  produce  an  ulcer; 
then  he  adds,  Nunquam  probabo  temerarios  aufus  illo- 
rum,  qui  confulenti  fuper  hoc  malofuventuti ,  ilico  fua- 
dent  ufum  argenti  vivi ;  quod  femper  corpori  nocet ;  nec 
neceffarium  f^pe  babetur  .**  <c  I  will  never  approve 
“  rafhn efs  of  thole  who  immediately  recom- 

“  mend  ufe  of  mercury,  for  curing  this  difeafe, 
mthe  youth  demanding  their  counfel,  for  it  always 
injures  the  body,  nor  is  it  often  neceirary.”  But 
\Sydenbam  fjuftly  fays,  that  a  falivation  by  mercury  will 
not  cure  a  gonorrhea,  whilft  it  carries  off  the  L,ues, 
which  is  a  companion  to  it ;  from  whence  he  ftated 
the  following  obfervations  :  Quoties  Lues, ,  (A  Conor - 
rbcea^y  una  fiabulantur^  vel  ante  falivationem ,  vel  ea 
jam  perabia^  Gonorrhoea  curatio  tentanda  eft •  quod  & 
iutius  jit ,  me judice,  &  facilius  etiamy  poft  jinitam  fa- 
Uyationem ,  cum^  Luem  habens  comitem ,  Gonorrhoea 
*grius  dometur ;  qua  vero  a  pragreffa  falivatione  qua - 
dantenus  fubafta  fuit,  min  or i  itegotio  expugnari  foleat : 

“  The 
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44  The  cure  of  the  gonorrhea  is  to  be  attempted  as 
4C  often  as  the  Lues  and.  gonorrhea  are  coupled  to- 
46  gether,  either  before  a  falivation  or  after  it,  which 
44  is,  according  to  my  judgment,  yet  more  fafe  and 
44  eafy  ;  for  the  gonorrhea  being  accompanied  by  the 
ec  Lues,  will  be  lubdued  with  more  difficulty ;  but 
44  when  the  falivation  is  hniffied,  the  gonorrhea  will 
44  be  rooted  out  with  lefs  trouble.”  Boerhaave  * 
affirms  the  fame,  exeept  it  ffiould  be  that  fpecies  of  a 
gonorrhea  which  makes  its  neft  in  the  Cowperiau 
glands ;  in  the  cure  of  which  he  faid,  Quare  etiani 
Jubinde  hie  recurrendum  erit  ad  gravijfima  remedia  pty - 
slifmi.  Quamvis  enm  Gonorrhoea  -prior es  eo  nunquam 
curenlur ,  tamen  pofierior  hac  fpecies ,  in  parte  folidiore 
glanduloja  nidulans ,  in  qua  vofa  art  eric  fa ,  &  cordis 
impetus ,  mag  is  adiuofa  deprehenduntury  mercurii  vim 
longe  promptius  excipit :  44  Wherefore  recourfe  muft 
44  be  now  and  then  had  to  the  ftrongeft  remedies  for 
46  vomiting  ;  for  though  the  former  gonorrheas  will 
44  never  be  cured  by  that,  yet  this  laft  fpecies  reft- 
44  ing  in  the  more  foil'd  glandular  part,  in  which  the 
44  arterial  veftels  and  the  impetuofity  of  the  heart 
44  are  found  more  aftive,  receives  the  power  of  the 
44  mercury  far  more  readily.”  It  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  thefe  glands  adhere  to  the  outfide  of  the  ure¬ 
thra,  though  their  duds  open  into  the  cavity  of  it, 
and  are  corroded  in  fuch  a  manner  by  the  received 
virus,  that  they  degenerate  into  deep,  hollow,  ca¬ 
vernous  ulcers  •,  from  whence  the  danger  of  an  uni- 
verfal  Lues  becomes  very  threatening,  to  avoid  which 
a  falivation  was  ufually  attempted. 

Some  more  recent  obfervations  prove  in  like 
manner,  that  thefe  remedies,  which  ufually  and  hap¬ 
pily  eradicate  the  Lues,  are  but  of  little  or  no  ufe 
in  curing  the  gonorrhea.  This  is  tefbified  by  thofe 
famous  Englifh  furgeons,  who  had  the  frequent  cure 
of  foldiers  labouring  under  the  venereal  difeafes, 
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nd  thofe  who  were  to  be  cured  of  a  gonorrhea  in 
amp.  That  corrofive  fublimate  mercury,  infufed 
1  fpirits  diftill’d  from  corn  (more  of  which  here- 
fter)  had  indeed  wrought  a  confirmed  cure  of  the 
Aies,  but  by  no  means  of  a  virulent  gonorrhea, 
diich  can  be  cured  without  any  mercurial  reme- 
:ies,  if  not  attended  by  other  evils.* 

Sydenham  +  repofed  no  manner  of  confidence  ill 
he  ufe  of  decodtions  made  of  drying  kinds  of  wood* 
ach  as  guaiacum,  &c.  which  are  prepared  and  ek- 
Dlled  by  many  as  fpecifics  againft  venereal  coni- 
laints.  For  by  thefe  univerfum  tegri  corpus ,  turn 
racipue  pars  affeffa,  jam  pridem  nimis  incalefcentia^ 
Iterius  adhuc  inflammabantur  *,  nonnunquam  etiam  Go - 
orrhcea ,  qua  paulo  ante  evanuerat ,  quod  me  obfervajfe 
lemini ,  denuo  in  confpedium  prodiit :  “  by  heating 
remedies  the  whole  body,  and  efpecially  the  part  % 
affedted,  long  before  inflamed,  are  kill  more  fo  5 
and  the  gonorrhea,  which  fometimes  had  alfo  va- 
nilhed,  makes  its  appearance  again,  as  I  remember 
to  have  obferved.” 

The  celebrated  Aftruc  J  advifes  the  cure  of  the 
onorrhea  to  be  begun  by  letting  blood,  for  he  holds 
lis  to  be  an  inflammatory  difeale,  and  that  all  the 
^nfequences  of  an  inflammation  here  to  be  feared, 
\d  even  a  benign  removal  of  the  humours  can  be 
ere  obtained ;  yet  but  feldom  or  lcarcely  ever  but 
1  cafes  of  fighter  gonorrheas,  and  when  the  patients 
ere  willing  to  acquiefce  in  repeated  difcharges  of 
lood  and  exadt  rules  of  diet  :  but  this  evil,  if 
ut  light,  requires  no  fuch  lofs  of  blood,  for  a  flight 
ifedtion,  not  obftinately  adhering  to  the  part  af- 
idled,  is  eafily  walked  away  by  mollifying  decoc- 
ons  pnly,  and  if  I  may  fincerely  fpeak,  my  opi- 
ion  is,  that  no  bleeding  is  required ,  for  a  mild 
Vol.  XVII.  Q.  ftate 
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flate  of  humours,  as  mentioned  in  Se<5t.  386,  is  re¬ 
quired  for  the  removal  of  the  venereal  contagion  i 
this  flate  is  never  to  be  expelled  from  the  place  ta 
which  the  contagion  adheres,  as  it  is  capable  of 
Corrupting  and  corroding  not  only  the  fkin,  but  the 
folid  bones  alfo  :  the  only  hope  of  a  cure  then  con- 
fifls  in  driving  out  the  contradted  virus  by  a  flux* 
Befides,  it  very  rarely  happens,  that  the  patients  ap-^ 
ply  for  remedies  before  home  unaccuflomed  matter 
dill  ids  from  the  penis  5  fo  that  a  cure  by  a  removal 
fcarcely  feems  to  be  thought  of,  nor  will  it  be  worth 
while  to  let  blood  in  every  gonorrhea  :  flill  if  there 
be  a  heat*  and  a  painful  erection,  with  a  very  painful 
dyfury,  a  celebrated  man  believes,*  hand  fegnius ,  par~ 
ciufue,  venam  ejfe  tundendam ,  quam  in  ip  fa  peripneu¬ 
monia,  vel  dyfenteria  :  “  that  a  vein  ought  not  to  be 
ts  more  llowly  or  fparingly  pierced  than  in  cafe  of 
a  peripneumony,  or  a  dylentery  f  but  I  by  a  de¬ 
ception  of  the  roots  of  althea  and  liquorice  only* 
when  plentifully  drank,  together  with  an  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  moll  emollient  fomentations,  could  of- 
tener  foften  and  overcome  fuch  powerful  complaints  $ 
for  they  were  thus  immediately  diminifhed,  and  the 
flux  was  poured  forth  in  a  larger  quantity ;  for  by 
thefe  emollient  remedies,  and  the  relaxation  of  the 
paffage,  the  corruption  is  to  be  expedled  to  flow 
out  in  iafety,  and  in  greater  quantity  than  if  thfc 
whole  cure  was  directed  to  healing  the  inflammation  t 
for  the  venereal  difeafe  is  not  naturally  prone  to  in¬ 
flammation,  as  appears  if  the  effects  of  the  conta¬ 
gion,  in  a  place  confpicuous  to  the  eye,  are  confl- 
dered  ::  for  the  firfl  figns  are  pruritus ,  calor ,  Unis  in* 
fiammatio  \  “  an  itching,  heat,  and  gentle  inflamma- 
46  tion,5>  followed  in  a  fhort  time  by  puftula  fubalba * 
fquamofa ,  er odens  66  a  whitifh,  lcaly,  corroding 

44  pullule,”  concerning  which  fee  SePt.  1444.  In¬ 
deed  it  fometimes  happens,  that  the  virile  member  is 
inflated,  in  youth  of  a  hot  nature,  by  the  ufe  of  3 

plenty 
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plenty  of  rich  food  and  excefs  of  wine,  whilft  they 
kvear  and  totally  exhauft  themfelves  in  their  fum- 
iter's  heat  and  prime  by  immoderate  venery  $  and  it 
fometimes  happens,  that  new-married  men  fuffer  an 
inflation  of  the  member,  attended  with  pain  and 
rednefs,  after  having  forcibly  prepared  a  way  for 
tew  enjoyments.  Thofe  who  copioudy  me  acrid 
diuretics,  natural  or  artificial  ballams,.  for  the  cure 
rf  the  gonorrhea,  experience  this  fame  evil.  In  fuch 
:afes  a  fudden  difcharge  of  blood .  takes  place,  as 
ivill  appear  in  Secft.  1460.  I  would  only  advife  this3 
:hat  the  gonorrhea  does  not  want  or  neceffarily  re¬ 
quire  venaefedlion,  and  that  it  fhould  not  always  be 
aegun  with  by  opening  of  a  vein  in  hopes  of  a  happier 
md  fpeedier  cure. 

Sydenham ,  *  as  it  is  known,  ufed  an  abundant  dis¬ 
charge  of  blood  in  curing  of  inflammatory  difeafes* 
Dut  admitted  that  by  no  means  in  the  cure  of  the 
gonorrhea,  efpecially  in  the  beginning  of  it,  as  he 
did  not  from  thence  hope  for  a  benign  removal  of  the 
leginning  diieaie  :  for  fo  he  fays,  In  temper amento 
idmodum  [anguine 0,  £s?  affettu  pertinaciori,  poft  menfeni 
atharci  datum ,  aut  circiter ,  ut  plurinuun  fangumis  unc» 
nil,  vel  ix,  e  brachio  clextro  detrahendas  fuadeo .  Ut 
naturius  celebretur  Veruefeflio,  auttor  non  fum,  ne  hac 
rfofaW  contagium  penitius  inferatur :  “  If  an  ex- 
6  ceeding  fanguine  conftitution,  or  an  obftinate  in- 
‘  fedtion  after  a  courfe  of  purges  had  been  given 
6  f°r  a  or  thereabouts,  I  advife  that  eight 

5  or  nine  ounces  of  blood  at  the  molt,  be  dra*wn 

from  the  right  arm  ;  but  I  dont  advife  letting 

c  blood  more  early,  left  the  contagion  be  inoculated 

6  or  fixed  by  it.” 

Purgations  by  ftool  principally  conduce  to  .  the 
:ure  of  the  gonorrhea,  and  are  recommended  to  be 
)ften  repeated  :  a  deco  It  ion  of  Tamarinds  and  Sena 
eaves,  will  often  fufftce  for  perfons  who  are  eafily 
^ork  d,  and  daily  drink  it  until  the  fymptoms, 

2  namely* 
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namely,  the  fcalding  of  urine,  ftrangury,  the  lenfi 
bility  of  the  ftridture  in  the  urethra,  are  abated 
the  quantity  of  flowing  matter  diminifhed,  and  th 
colour  of  it  changed  for  the  better  ;  for  in  the  be 
ginning, r  the  flux  is  fometimes  of  a  reddifti  colour 
or  a  deep  green,  then  grows  yellow,  then  ufualf 
thickens  and  grows  white.  Let  cathartics  be  ftij 
given,  but  at  greater  intervals,  left  the  force  fhouh 
be  exhaufted,  and  the  body  wafted  by  a  large  anc 
continued  diicharge  of  matter  >  let  (Longer  medi 
eines  be  given  to  thofe  who  are  not  worked  by  theli 
cathartics.  So  Sydenham,*  who  acknowledges  tha 
he  has  cured  the  poor  with  jallap  only  •,  common! j 
gave  hotter  purges,  aloes ,  ccloqnintida  mixed  wit! 
opabalfam ,  of  which  he  ordered  40  grains  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  every  morning  at  4  or  5  o’clock,  during  12,  14 
Of  more  days,  donee  urines  ardor,  materia  fminifor 
mis  eolor  flavus  admodum ,  imminmnlur  :  44  until  th< 
44  fcalding  of  urine,  and  yellow  colour  of  the  mat- 
54  ter,  were  exceedingly  diminiihed  fo  as  to  r^nde] 
44  the  matter  like  feed.”  He  afterwards  gave  ca¬ 
thartic  purges  every  other  day  during  fifteen  days : 
quo  tempore  elapfo ,  fufficit ,  ut  bis  in  ftptimana  fumantm 
pilula ,  donee  humor ,  ex  urethra  Jiillare  Jolitus ,  prorfm 
tvanefcat ;  quad ,  ut  plurimum ,  non  nifi  pnji  malt  os  die\ 
eontingit :  44  after  that  time  it  will  be  fufEcient  tc 
44  take  the  pills  twice  a  week,  until  the  accuftomed 
44  humour  diftils  not  from  the  urethra,  which  in  the 
44  meft  happens  not  until  after  many  days.” 

It  is  very  evident,  that  the  age  and  conftitution 
of  thofe  men  who  take  thefe  ltrong  and  frequently  re¬ 
peated  purges  are  to  be  confidered  ;  the  grofs  and 
fatter  bodies  can  bear  thefe,  but  not  the  dry  and 
bulky,  which  are  to  be  purged  with  milder  reme¬ 
dies,  but  ffcill  not  fo  frequently  repeated.  Such  per- 
fons  ftiould  drink  the  emollient  decodlion  plentifully 
during  the  days  of  exemption  from  the  cathartics, 
and  nourifh  their  bodies  with-  light  fofc  food  j  they 
■\  --  will 
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will  perhaps  be  more  (lowly  cured,  but  the  flower 
the  fafer.  Celfusf  certainly  faid  very  juftly,  Pur- 
gat  iones  quoque ,  ut  inter dum  neceffaria  funt,  fic,  ubi  fre¬ 
quenter  funt,  periculum  adferuTit.  jijfuefcit  enim  mn  alt 
corpus,  &  oh  hoc  in  fir  mum  erit :  u  That  as  cathartics 
“  are  alfo  fometimes  necefiary,  fo  when  they  are 
“  frequently  repeated  they  bring  on  danger,  for  the 
u  body,  grown  accuftomed  to  a  want  of  nourifhment, 
“  will  be  rendered  infirm  by  it.” 

It  happens  that  thefe  purgatives,  particularly  the 
more  acrid,  irritate  and  hardly  fail  of  excoriating 
the  inteflbnum  reflu m  by  a  frequent  tenefmus, 
whillt  they  likewife  affed  the  adjacent  neck  of 
the  bladder,  and  excite  a  ftrangury,  or  increafe  that 
which  already  accompanies  a  gonorrhea.  An  author,* 
famous  for  curing  this  difeafe,  excellently  remarked, 
that  after  the  quantity  of  the  flux  had  been  dimi- 
nifhed,  and  its  quality  amended  by  the  ufe  of  thefe 
purgatives,  the  cure  would  be  no  better  advanced  by 
a  farther  ufe  of  them  ;  but  a  frelh  dyfurja  might 
fpring  up,  and  the  priapifm,  and  quality  of  the 
flowing  matter,  become  again  much  worfe ;  from 
whence  the  cure  mull  be  afterwards  performed  by 
milder  remedies :  this  frequently  happens  to  men 
of  a  dry,  hot,  bilious  conftitution,  but  thofe  of  a 
sold,  lax,  phlegmatic  nature,  bear  thefe  evacuations 
by  ftool  more  eaflly.  It  will  prefently  be  faid  how 
oifenfive  the  eredions  of  the  penis  may  be  in  curing 
the  gonorrhea  •,  how  the  priapifm  arifes  after  the 
Frequent  ufe  of  ftronger  cathartics,  and  how  the 
milder  purges  given  at  greater  intervals  folely  con- 
luce  to  a  cure. 

It  fometimes  happened,  that  fome  imprudent 
foung  men,  willing  to  conceal  this  filthy  difeafe, 
md  ftill  anxioufly  defirous  of  a  cure,  had  ufcd  fome 
iraftic  purging  remedies  daily  for  many  days.  I 
jaye  known  die  tunica  of  the  inteftines  to  be  fo  cor- 

0^3  /  roded 
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roded  in  one  of  thefe,  that  the  blood  broke  ft 
denly  and  abundantly  forth  through  the  anus, 
have  known  fome  others,  all  exhauftejd  and  pale, 
have  languifhed  for  months  before  they  could  in  a 
meafure  recover  their  ftrength.  How  many  e^ 
are  not  to  be  feared  wffiift  youth  expole  themleb 
to  new  dangers,  when  fcarcejy  cufed  of  repeal 
gonorrheas,  by  which  they  are  feverely  punifh* 
or  in  having  recourfe  to  either  their  own  couni 
or  that  of  impofing  mountebanks,  for  a  repetiti 
of  fuch  a  cure  j  for  the  common  worn-out  pro! 
tutes,  who  ferye  their  time  in  a  brothel,  boaft 

being  very  much  fkilled  by  filthy  experience  in  t 
cure  of  this  difeafe. 

;But  though  a  gonorrhea  is  ufuajly  to  be  cured 
miloer  aiid  lufnciently  evacuating  purgatives,  yet 
iometimes  nappens,  that  the  cure  is  more  flow  a 
the  patient  is  more  difficultly  purged ;  then  Sydt 
ha™*  having  increafed  the  dofe,  gave  it  in  a  liqui 
which  ex  Pamarindis ,  foliis  Sen<e,  EJoeo ,  Manna, 
rupo  ex  Spina  cervina ,  if  c.  parabantur :  u  was  ma 
up  of  Tamarinds,  leaves  of  Sena,  Rhue,  Manr 
and  Buck-thorn  fyrup  ”  Then  if  a  cure  did  n 
iucceed  from  thele,  he  gave  a  dram  and  a  half 
tne  pilule  ex  duo  bus,  with  twenty  grains  of  mere 
rius  dulcis,  and  that  twice  in  the  week ;  thefe  pilu, 
ex  duobus  con  fill  of  an  equal  quantity  of  Coloquintu 
and  Scammony  ;  from  whence  it  is  juftly  called 
draftic  remedy  ;  but  he  fee  ms  to  have  repofed  a  pa 
acular  hope  in  this,  fi  Turbith  miner  ode  ad  gr.  vi 
ionium  Ins,  vel  ter ,  daretur  ( idque  interpofito  debt 
tempons  fpatio,  ne  fort  aboriatur  Ptyalifmus )  ;  qw 
Mtidem  r medium  in  eradicanda  difficiliori  Gonorrbl 
facile  primas  fert :  «  If  yiij  grains  of  turbith  min 
**  g^en  only  twice  or  thrice  (and  that  inte 

poled  by  a  due  ipace  of  time,  left  that  a  ptyali 
mus  mould  by  chance  arife  from  thence;)  whic 
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*c  is  by  far  the  moft  excellent  and  certain  remedy 
M  for  eradicating  a  violent  and  tenacious  gonorrhea.” 
Turner  4  praifed  this  lame  method,  if  the  gonorrhea 
fhould  be  excelTiyely  virulent,  and  that  there  were 
fhankers  alfo  in  the  genitals. 

It  appears  from  all  that  has  been  here  faicl,  that 
men  the  moll  experienced  in  curing  thefe  evils,  had 
repofed  particular  hope  in  the  ufe  of  repeated  ca¬ 
thartics  ;  and  that  they  firft  gave  the  milder  remedies, 
by  which,  if  the  evil  was  not  amended,  the  more 
powerful  and  even  the  draftic  purges  'were  applied  by 
them,  particularly  in  repeated  and  very  virulent  go¬ 
norrheas,  fuch  as  thole  are  wont  to  be  when  they 
only  manjfeft  themfelves  a  long  time  after  the  fuf- 
petted  venery.  It  alfo  appeared^  that  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  mercurial  remedies  is  not  always  neceffary, 
nor  that  a  gonorrhea  obeys  a  falivation. 

The  method  of  purging  is  ufually  very  tirefome 
and  difpleafing  to  many,  concerning  which  the  cele¬ 
brated  *  Boerhaave  thus  fays,  Neque  credi derim,  te- 
mere  excult  am  ufque  methodum  huic  propoftt a  prari- 
puijje :  novi  quippe  alias  plerafque,  tentavi,  cum  hac 
cmparavl.  Fateor ,  incommoda  eft  aulicis,  in  celebri- 
tfte  verfantibus ,  vft  munera  publica  gerentibus  $  fed  tufa 
jlfpe  ardua  funt ,  &  molefta .  Novi  promijfa  Agyrta- 
rum ,  fe  curaturos  vel  in  regali  natantes  luxu,  equit  antes, 
omnia  voluptatum  genera  exercentes .  Sed  mihi ,  &  hac 
conanti ,  haud  licuit  ejje  tam  beato.  §hiin  &  dolui  [ape, 
dumfic  tract  at  os  llluftrcs  vires  vidi  per  annos  vitam 
agtre  reliquiis  veter is  mali  obnoxiam :  44  Neither  can  I 
“  eafily  believe,  that  this  method  had  been  catched 
“  up  readily  fo  as  to  be  generally  divulged  and 
fpread  abroad,  becaule  I  have  known  fome,  and 
“  tried  fome  others,  which  I  have  compared  with 
this.  1  acknowledge  it  to  be  incommodious  to 
<c  courtiers  who  frequent  brilliant  aflemblies,  or  to 
f*  thofe  who  bear  public  offices,  but  every  fafe  me--/ 

0^4  thoci 
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66  thod  proves  troublefome  and  difficult,  I  have 
*c  known  fame  quacks  who  have  promifed  a  cure 
“  even  to  thofe  perfons  floating  on  the  torrent  ol 
<c  luxury,  riding,  or  exercifing  themfelves  in  every 
cc  other  kind  of  pleafure  ;  but  my  endeavours  iq 
“  thefe  cafes  could  promife  me  no  fuch  happy  fuc- 
^  cefs,  and  1  have  often  grieved  to  fee  many  illuftri- 
ous  men  thus  treated,  and  pafs  their  "lives,  ftil 
cc  continuing  obnoxious  for  many  years  to  the  re- 
“  lifts  of  the  inveterate  evil.” 

The  drinking  of  mineral  waters  has  been  praifec 
by  many  for  curing  a  gonorrhea,  or  at  leaft  foi 
extirpating  the  light  remains  of  it ;  but  Sydenham  * 
was  indignant  at  feeing  this  pafs  into  a  cufton' 
much  embraced  ;  for  he  affirms  cathartics  to  be  pre¬ 
ferable  to  all  other  remedies,  and  feverely  incul¬ 
cated  that  the  patients  muft  be  very  temperate  in 
their  ufe  of  mineral  waters ;  for  he  jays,  that  it  is 
certainly  manifeft  from  thefe  morhi  reliquias ,  e  cor - 
pore  eliminandas,  vi  adfiringente ,  fer  plus  j'atis  fanativa 
ardlus  confixing! ,  &  quafi  davofigi  trabali ;  unde 5  quoc 
fiepius  ohfervavit ,  Jcroti  turnover  enafeebantur ,  quotiei 
in  morbi  principle,  vel  Jiatu,  pejoraque  adhuc  fympto- 
mata,  ut  caruncultf,  ft  quando  fub  exitu  ejus,  pot  a' 
“  rentur  ;  that  the  reliques  of  the  difeafe,  which 
*.c  are  to  be  driven  cut  of  the  body  by  force,  art 
“  but  more  tightly  wedged  in,  like  a  fpike  driver 
into  a  beam,  when  that  force  furpaffes  the  luffi- 
?6  cient  meafure  for  healing  *,  from  whence  he  ofter 
S£  obferved  that  tumours  of  the  ferotum  were  bred 
sc  in  the  beginning  of  this  dileafe,  or  in  the  flux, 
4<  and  yet  worfe  lymptoms,  fuch  as  the  caruncute, 
when  thefe  waters  were  drank  juft  at  the  depar- 
“  ture  of  the  difeafe.”  Thus  it  appears  what  the 
ppinion  of  this  excellent  man  was  concerning  waters 
impregnated  with  iron.  There  are  mineral  waters 
which  contain  little  or  none  of  the  iron  principles, 
ynd  fuch  as  fufficiently  purge  by  ftooh  May  not 

r  '  '  " . '  thefe 
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thefe  be  of  fervice  towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  as 
they  do  not  debilitate  by  purging,  and  at  that  time 
only  gentle  cathartics  are  given.  The  celebrated 
Hofman  f  praifes  thole  purges  or  draughts  working 
by  ftool,  for  cutting  away  the  vifcous  mucous  force 
of  the  humours ;  then  adds,  Et  quoniam  in  gonor¬ 
rhoea  inveterata ,  in  morhis  veficee  £5?  urethrae  ex  hac 

prodeuntibus,  per  aliquot ,  exempla,  mirabilem  therma - 
rum  Carolinarum  potum ,  &  earum  injeblionem  in  mem- 
brum  crebriorem,  deprehendiffem,  non  dubitavi  ejus 
iifum,  &  frustum,  de  mdiori  copimendare :  “  And 
“  becaufe  I  had  found  by  fome  examples,  that  more 
f*  frequent  draughts  and  injections,  aquarum  Caroli- 
<c  narurn  into  the  member,  both  in  an  inveterate 
^  gonorrhea,  and  the  difeafes  of  the  urethra  pro- 
“  ceeding  therefrom,  proved  wonderful,  I  doubted 
<c  not  of  their  ufe,  nor  helitated  in  recommending 
their  operations  as  the  beft  for  thefe  waters 
purge  by  tool  very  fufficiently. 

For  a  young  country  fellow  labouring  under  a 
recent  gonorrhea,  accompanied  for  fifteen  days  with 
the  moft  violent  pains  of  a  dyfury,  phymofis,  and 
many  ulcers  by  which  the  corona  of  the  glans  was 
covered,  and  the  reft  exceffively  fweli’d,  was  per¬ 
fectly  cured  by  an  internal  and  external  application 
of  the  Bareges  waters  only.* 

Therefore,  where  it  happens  that  the  constitution 
of  the  patient  is  debilitated,  the  body  exhaufted  by 
repeated  cures  of  a  virulent  gonorrhea,  and  the  vi¬ 
gour-wafted  away  by  too  much  venery,  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  fhould  check  an  attempt  of  a  cure  by 
many  repeated  ftrong  purges  •,  then  the  phyficians, 
willing  or  unwilling,  mould-  ufe  milder  purging  re¬ 
medies.  A  man  had  laboured  four  years  under 

nant  gonorrhea,  his  ftrength  forfook 
the  nights  without  fteep  through  a 

devouring 
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devouring  fever,  that  increafed  upon  him  every 
evening  j  all  the  remedies  tried  upon  him  proved 
fruidefs,  for  a  flow  flowing  corruption  ftill  threat¬ 
ened  fome  other  impending  evil :  it  plainly  appeared, 
that  no  more  evacuations  could  be  attempted  upon 
an  exhaufted  wafting  body.  The  extra?}  of  chut  a , 
together  with  alder  flowers  infufed  in  milk,  were  at 
length  given  him  ;  then  by  drinking  very  plenti¬ 
fully  of  that,  he  was  in  a  few  days  greatly  relieved 
from  the  evil ;  he  recovered  his  ftrength,  together 
with  his  appetite,  and  natural  inclination  to  fleep, 
and  the  miferable  patient  in  fix  months  after,  grew 
well, .  found,  fat  and  ftrong.* 

By  emulflons.]  For  common  drink  thefe  may  be 
taken  at  will,  as  they  are  of  a  mild  nature,  for  they 
abate  the  acrimony,  dilute,  and  render  the  urine  lei's 
acrid  %  milk  whey,  only  adding  a  fourth  part  of  milk, 
or  the  like,  to  a  decodtion  of  althea,  may  be  fuh? 
ftituted  for  people  of  low  circumftances,  and  let 
medicinal  emulflons  be  fometimes  given  of  thole 
feeds  called  the  four  greater,  colder,  and  lefs  ;  when 
this  emulflon  is  {trained,  let  nitre ,  fyrup  of  foacod.  &c> 
be  mixed  with  it  •,  this,  according  to  the  practice  in 
the  Materia  Medica ,  is  to  be  given  in  the  evening  af¬ 
ter  the  purging  medicines  are  taken,  that  the  ope? 
ration  may  be  more  effedtual. 

By  balfamics.]  Thefe  balfamic  remedies  have 
been  given  by  many  of  tfe  faculty,  whiift.the  evil 
adhered  in  the  paflage  of  the  urine,  and  when  the 
urine  was  ufually  attended  with  a  fluor  s  they  are 
extolled  for  their  diuretic  power,  and  ufuafly  ap¬ 
plied  for  curing  of  ulcerp :  the  natural,  pure,  and 
fragrant  balfams  are  thefe  *,  Balfamum  de  Mecca ,  Per 
ruvianum  album  &  nigrum ,  Tolutanum ?  de  Capaybay 
Terebinthina ,  which  were  accounted  very  fa? 

mous  for  curing  of  gonorrheas,  and  the  chymifts 
praifed  ol.  ilillat.  prepared  from  natural  balfams, 

'  futh 
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fuch  as  that  of  oil  of  turpentine,  balfam  capayba, 
&c.  which  are  indeed  very  penetrating,  but  they 
are  always  more  acrid  and  hotter  than  thofe  balfams 
from  which  they  are  prepared,  fo  that  they  cannot 
be  of  fervice  except  by  a  prudent  ufe  of  them  :  the 
tefticles  never  more  frequently  fwell  than  after  a  free 
ufe  of  fuch-like  remedies;  efpecially  if  they  are- 
taken  without  cathartics,  or  applied  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  difeafe,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  im¬ 
pudent  quacks. 

Yet  we  fee  that  thefe  excellent  phyfidans  began  to 
cure  a  gonorrhea  by  giving  purging  remedies  to 
the  patient,  then  gave  a  natural  balfam  when  the 
evil  was  amended.  Sydenham  *  indeed  added  fome 
grains  of  opobalfam  to  fome  more  drying  remedies,  fo 
as  to  form  a  pafte  pliant  enough  for  making  it  into 
pills  ;  but  he  had  often  purged  the  patients  before 
he  gave  them  xxv  drops  of  opobalfam  every  nio-ht 
in  a  bit  of  lump  fugar.f  Turner  J  followed  die 
lame  method  :  he  was  famous  in  curing  thefe  dif- 
cafes ;  fot  he  firft  purged  the  patient,  according  to 
cuftom,  until  the  flux  changed  to  a  better  colour, 
j:hen  performed  a  cure  by  giving  an  ounce  of  balfam 
capayba,  made  into  a  pafte  by  the  addition  of  white 
fugar,  or  conferve  of  hips  made  into  an  eleftuary  *, 
the  bignefs  of  a  nutmeg  of  either  fort  is  to  be  given 
to  thh  patient  morning  and  evening:  fome  milder 
purging  remedies  are  fometimes  to  be  mixed  with 
this  balfam,  and  it  will  indeed  be  very  effectual 
Thus  it  k  directed  in  the  Materia  Medica ,  to  be  com- 
pofecl  of  one  ounce  of  turpentine,  with  half  an 
Ounce  of  China  rhubarb,  and  powder  of  liquorifh 
added  to  it  until  it  becomes  a  pafte  fit  to  make 
pills  of  four  grains  each,  of  which  let  the  patient 
take  one  every  hour:  here  it  is  particularly  to  be 
pbferved,  that  a  limited  dofe  is  to  be  given,  left  it 

fhould 
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fhould  prove  over-heating  or  irritating.  Turner  t 
prefers  balfam  capayba,  becaufe  it  is  cheaper  thar 
'opobaifam  ;  and  becaufe  this  begets  not  that  odoui 
of  March  violets  in  the  urine  as  the  turpentine  in¬ 
deed  does,  from  which  the  whole  family  often  difco- 
yers  what  difeafe  is  attempted  to  be  cured,  which 
may  often  occafion  great  mifchief  to  the  unfortunate 
patient. 

Thefe  natural  balfams  can  be  given  fafely  in  a  li¬ 
mited  manner,  where  the  difeafe  is  already  amended 
by  the  ufe  of  purging  remedies ;  I  have  always  ab¬ 
stained  from  thefe  hotter  artificial  remedies,  which 
derive  their  names  from  fulphur,  for  they  greatly 
inflame,  particularly  if  made  up  with  eflential  and 
acrid  oils,  fuch  as  balfamus  fulphur  is  terebinthinatus } 
anifatus ,  juniper atus ,  fuccinatus ,  “  balfam  o i 

46  fulphur  mixed  with  turpentine,  anifefeed,  juniper 
»cc  berries,  amber,59  &c,  and  plenty  of  emollient 
decodtions  fhould  be  drank  between  the  times  of 
taking  thefe  natural  balfams,  that  the  urine  may 
remain  in  a  ftate  of  mildnefs,  left  it  ftiould  irritate 
the  affefted  place  it  walhes. 

In  confidering  thefe  matters,  I  could  not  under- 
ftand  the  reafon  why  fome  celebrated  phyficians 
pradlifed  the  fevereft  diuretics  in  curing  a  gonorrhea; 
nay,  we  read  *  that  a  certain  phyfician  of  Leyden, 
had  even  ufed  cantharides  for  that  purpofe  1  Conor  * 
r hoe  am  virulent  am  foils  Cantharidibus  f elicit  er  curaffe , 
quas  vino  Rhenano  macerabat ,  infufionem  alio  liquor e 
temper at  am  propinans  ;  fed ,  cum  initio  non  fine  fummo 
crudatu  &  emlceratione  veficee  cur  am  abfolveret ,  mif? 
fuit  tandem  cum  oleo  Amygdalarum  dulcium ,  fyrupQ 
Fernelii ,  fucco  Fapji  barbati ;  &  intra  triduum ,  bene¬ 
fit  o  copioftg  urinte ,  malum  fuaviter  fuftvlit :  “  and 
that  he  happily  cured  a  gonorrhea  with  cantha- 
rides  only,  pounded  and  infufed  in  Rhenifh  wine, 
t$  which  he  ftjll  tempered  by  making  the  patient 

drink 
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44  drink  another  liquor;  but  as  he  could  not  at  the 
•4  beginning  perform  a  cure  without  an  ulceration 
44  of  the  bladder  and  the  moft  excruciating  torment 
44  to  the  patient,  he  at  length  mixed  oil  of  fweet 
44  almonds,  fyrup  of  Fernelius,  and  tapfus  barbatus 
44  with  it\  then  by  the  help  of  all  thefe,  the  patient 
44  could  freely  make  water,  and  in  three  days  time 
44  the  evil  was  worked  away.”  This  account  was 
wrote  by  Matthias  Jacobus  Matthiades ,  to  his  uncle 
Thomas  Bartholinus  living  in  Leyden,  who  wrote  the 
following  in  a  month  after  to  his  nephew  Infufum 
cantharidum  alibi  quoque  in  hijioriis  laudavi ,  Gonor » 
thcex  virulent  a ,  &  ifchuri^e^  remedium  ;  cujus  felicem 
fucceffim  non  femel  ipfe  fum  expertus.  Notandum  vero * 
tie  noceant  cantharides ,  integras  effe  fumendas,  Ubi 
vejicis  exulcer anda  cutis ,  extrema  abjicienda ,  in  quibus 
benignior  facult as  latet ;  quce  fervanda  funt  in  infufo 
hoc ,  urina  vias  expurgaturo.  Legit imo  modo  mijium 
infufum ,  nunquam ,  quantum  ego  viderim ,  vel  crucia - 
/#*»,  vel  exulcerationem  vejica ,  provocavit ,  a/ 
guioribus  abfiergentibus  opus  fuerit :  44  I  have  alfo  re- 
44  commended  an  infufion  of  cantharides  in  another 
44  place,  as  a  remedy  for  a  virulent  gonorrhea  and  aa 
44  ifchuria ;  for  I  have  experienced  the  happy  fuccefs 
44  of  it  much  oftner  than  once  :  but  it  is  to  be  ob- 
44  ferved,  that  the  cantharides  are  to  be  taken  whole, 
44  left  they  fhould  prove  hurtful.  When  the  fkin 
44  is  to  be  fretted  by  a  blifter,  the  extremities  are 
44  to  be  thrown  away,  which  are  in  this  cafe  to~  be 
44  preferred,  for  in  them  the  more  benign  power 
44  lies,  which  will  cleanfe  the  urinal  pafiages :  this 
44  infufion,  when  properly'mixed,  never,  inafimich  as 
44  I  have  feen,  caufed  any  torment  or  ulceration  of 
44  the  bladder,  fo  as  there  was  no  need  of  anymore 
44  fat  abftergent  remedies.”  That  celebrated  au¬ 
thor  Meadf[  recommended  the  life  of  the  tin&ure 

*  f‘  '  of 
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of  cantharides  for  this  difeafe,  though  not  dire  dll/ 
indeed  for  curing  a  gonorrhea,  but  for  vanquifhing 
a  remaining  injury,  fuch  as  a  little  gleet  which  of¬ 
ten  remains  after  a  gonorrhea,  though  the  venereal 
virus  had  been  expelled  from  the  body  •  more  of 
which  will  be  laid  in  the  following  fe&ion  :  he  or¬ 
dered  two  drams  of  cantharides  to  be  infufed  in 
3  pound  and  a  half  of  fpirits  of  wine  redlified,  to 
which  were  added  rheum ,  gum  guajacum ,  gum  lacca , 
and  &  little  cochineal  ;  this  infufton  being  well  incor¬ 
porated,  he  gave  a  prudent  dofe  of  it  morning,  and 
evening  at  bed  time  ;  it  was  diluted  fo.  as  to  be  po¬ 
table  in  warm  water,  from  the  quantity  of  thirty  to 
fifty  drops  ;  that  quantity  can  be,  without  doubt* 
borne  without  dread  of  any  difficulty  of  urine.  It 
plainly  appears,  that  the  reft  of  the  medicines  which 
are  added  to  the  cantharides  in  this  compofition  in’ 
fo  fmall  a  dofe,  can  have  little  power,  fo  that  the 
whole  effedt  of  this  remedy  depends  upon  the  proper 
mixture  of  the  cantharides. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  vims  of  the  cantharides 
produces  a  violent  ftrangury,  renders  the  urine 
bloody,  and  inflames  the  bladder,  particularly  the 
neck  of  it,  efpecially  if  thefe  infects  are  taken  in  at 
the  mouth  :  the  like  effedls  have  fometimes  been 
obferved  from  an  external  though  ftill  a  milder  ap¬ 
plication  of  them  :  a  greater  quantity  taken  of  them 
hath  frequently  occafioned  a  fpeedy  or  fudden  death. 
A  ftrong  robuft  man,  of  fixty  years  of  age,  being  dif¬ 
fident  of  his  manhood  in  the  exercife  of  then  de¬ 
caying  venery,  of  which  he  appointed  himfelf  a 
more  potent  {hare,  and  to  roufe  up  this,  had  taken 
a  dram  of  powdered  cantharides  :  In  a  fhort 
time  after  felt  a  pain  in  the  hypogaftrium,  and  a 
great  difficulty  of  urine;  the  morning  following  a 
phyfician  was  called,  who  found  the  wretch’s  body 
all  over  cold  and  wet  with  a  vifeous  fweat,  and 
fcarce  any  perceptible  pulfation ;  the  extremities  of 
the  body  were  entirely  frozen  and  livid,  the  abdomen 
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{Welling  and  extended,  fo  that  in  a  few  hours  he 
expired.  In  the  body  was  found  the  peritoneum 
changed  fioni  a  red  to  a  livid  colour  in  the  hypo- 
gaftiium  ;  the  bladder  was  excefiively  diftended, 
and  of  a  deep  red  at  the  bottom,  particularly  fo  at 
the  neck  of  it ;  all  the  internal  fuperficies  of  it  was 
livid  and  mortified.* 

It  is  known  that  an  eredtion  for  venery  is  excited 
by  acrid  diuretics,  and  moftly  fo  by  cantharides. 
XVe  read  that  this  eredtion  bred  from  thence  be¬ 
comes  invincible,  and  perfifts  even  until  death  ;  but 
it  is  acknowledged  by  all  that  nothing  is  fo  obftruc- 
five  to  the  cure  of  a  gonorrhea  as  venery,  wherefore 
the  prudent  phyficians  carefully  ule  every  method 
of  fubduing  an  approaching  eredlion  of  the  penis  j 
they  order  low  diet,  and  an  abftinence  from  all  fpi- 
rituous  liquors,  for  the  phyficians  then  allow  them 
but  a  fmall  fhare  of  white  meat  boiled,  but  advife 
them  to  refrain  from  eating  fijfli  of  any  kind.  Alex¬ 
ander  Trojanus  Petronius  $  feverely  commands  Ab- 
Hinere  a  fale ,  a  faljis ,  a  motu  nimio ,  ab  aromatibus , 
ienique  ab  omnibus  calefacientibus ,  &  rnordicantibusy 
ab  omni  Veneris ,  non  folum  ufu  fed  etiam  imagina - 
Uone^  &c.  Et  profedfo  poiifftma  diuturnitatis  caufa  hac 
pfa  eft  ;  qu^e  quoad  perjiftit ,  purges  corpus ,  temper esy 
optima  vidius  ratione  regasy  nihil  proficis :  “  to  abftain 
from  fait  and  fait  victuals,  from  violent  motion, 
finally,  from  over-heating  or  irritating  exercile, 

|  an<^  on)y  from  the  adlual  ufe  of  venery,  but 
from  the  imagination  of  every  thing  conducive 
thereto,  &c.  for  this  is  truly  the  chief  cauie  of 
the  difeafe  s  long  continuance  ;  then  let  the 
body  be  purged  as  long  as  it  perfifts,  and 
,c  an  exa(fr  regimen  be  obferved,  or  you  will  pro- 

“  fit 

*  Barrere  obfervat.  Anatom,  p.  205. 
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‘c  fit  nothing  ,”  from  whence  the  change  of  place 
has  been  of  fervice  to  forne  peifons,  that  it  may  oc- 
cafion  ejus  oblivio ,  quod  coitum  irritabat :  fic  ctiam 
alii ,  quia  in  exilium  mijfi :  u  an  oblivion  of  what 
«  was  inciting  to  venery ;  fo  fome  others  for  the 
4C  fame  reafon  having  been  fent  into  exile  others 
alfo  into  prifon,  aut  gr  avion  i  animi  cogitatione  affebli 
funt,  ah  antiquijfima  Gonorrhoea  fe  vindicaverunt .  It  a 
ui  mirum  non  fit ,  ft  viris,  vel  poftquam  ilia  incepit 
nunquam  coeuntibus ,  diuturna  tamen  ilia  contingat : 
4t  or  have  more  feverely  punilhed  themfelves  by  a 
“  refolution  of  lhaking  off  the  remains  of  an  old 
«  o-onbrrhea  ;  fo  that  the  continuance  of  the  difor- 
der  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  even  in  men  who 
«  from  the  beginning  of  the  diftemper  have  abftained 
from  venery.” 

Hence  it  is  very  evident,  how  injurious  the  ufe  of 
cantharides  may  be  in  curing  of  a  gonorrhea,  as 
the  cure  can  be  retarded  by  only  one  eredtion  of  the 
penis,  as  the  celebrated  Boerhaave  thus  fays  •,  Vidt 
bine ,  fape  vanes  fuijje  hoc  in  morbo  vel  probatiffimos 
fanandi  modos,  ft,  quacumqne  dernum  de  caufa ,  qua 
her cle  multiplex  hie  nimis ,  homo  arrigit ,  imo,  fanatas 
jam  jam  Gonorrhoeas ,  nnico  incitatoe  libidinis  impetu, 
recrudiiiffe  aElutim,  novamaue  denuo  fanationem  de  i?> 
tegro  exigiffe .  ghddquid  ergo  prurientem  imaginem  tu 
tillat,  in  cibo,  condimento ,  potub  medicamento ,  vel  per 
converfationem  cum  amabili  fexu ,  tabularum  adfpettum, 
fermones ,  ledlionem ,  cane  pejus  &  angue  fugiendum . 
Aqua  pot  us,  vel  feri  la  Elis,  cere  alia,  horai  frublus, 
conducunt :  “  I  have  from  hence  feen  the  beft  ap- 
“  proved  of  methods  in  curing  this  difeafe  often 
«  prove  fruitlefs.  If  a  man  greatly  encourages  this 
tC  eredtion  by  any  caufes  whatloever,  which  are  in-* 
«  deed  manifold,  even  a  gonorrhea  but  juft  cured* 
a  prefently  returns  to  its  former  crudenefs,  and  re- 
« ‘  quires  an  entire  commencement  of  a  cure  from 
11  onlv  one  fingle  eredtion  ^  whatloever^  therefore, 
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that  tickles  the  imagination  in  meat,  fauce,  drink, 
medicines,  or  in  convention  with  the  fair  fex, 
the  fight  of  pictures,  attention  to  books  or  con¬ 
vention,  muft  be  fhunned  and  accounted  a  more 
dreadful  evil  than  a  mad  dog  or  a  venomous  fer- 
pent.  Drink  conlifting  moftly  of  water  or  whey, 
and  food  of  the  products  of  Ceres,  and  furnmer 
fruit  conduce  to  a  cured* 

All  violent  exercifes  by  which  the  genital  parts 
e  (haken,  fuch  as  fencing,  dancing,  running,  jump- 
g,  and  riding  are  to  be  avoided,  for  they  increafe 
e  difeafe  ;  but  riding  is  the  moil  injurious  of  all 
e  reft,  efpecially  when  fwift  and  conftant.  I  do 
)t  remember  to  have  feen  a  more  deplorable  in- 
mce  of  this  kind,  than  in  a  young  nobleman  who 
as  one  night  infedted  in  a  common  bawdy-houfe,  and 
id  undertaken  a  journey  the  next  morning,  and  in 
ur  days  after,  was  manifeftly  attacked  by  a  gonor- 
ea ;  then  in  galloping  night  and  day  back°to  hi  i 
ends  to  be  cured,  he  was  almoft  ruined. 


SECT.  MCCCCLIX. 

rH  E  cure  of  the  gonorrhea  is  to  be 
peril  fled  in  until  nothing  more  diftils 
om  the  penis*  or  mariifelis  itfelf  in  the 
ine. 


The  cure  of  the  gonorrhea  is  fufticiently  trou-^ 
?fome,  becaufe,  as  before  faid,  it  requires  a  repe- 
ion  of  cathartics  *  hence  how  much  worth  while 
it  to  have  the  limits  pf  this  cure  known,  when 
e  patient  may  be  fafely  left  to  himfelf  without 
y  danger  of  a  return  !  when  fome  phyftcians  ufu- 
Y  follow  this  moft  fafe  way,  many  others  are  ac- 
ftomed  to  protradt  the  cure  a  little,  at  leaft  as 
‘  as  an  exadt  rule  of  living  may  carry  it.  The 
\ou  XVII  R  patients 
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patients  very  often  alfo  hardly  believe  themfelve 
entirely  cured,  and  are  rather  willing  to  underg 
new  mokftations,  than  to  remain  in  doubt  of  a 
entire  federation  to  health. 

As  long  as  any  remarkable  matter  diflils  fror 
the  penis,  the  gonorrhea  is  jufbly  believed  to  cont 
nue  flill  in  the  body  •,  though  even  the  quality  an 
colour  of  the  flux  are  amended,  and  the  fcaldin 
and  difficulty  of  urine  much- -dirninifhed. :  fror 
whence  Sydenham  *  follicitoufly  advifed  not  to  cor 
fide  in  a  cure,  quando  ejufmodi  ichor ,  qui,  ardore ,  t, 
ririce  &  jlavo  mate  rice  ext  ill  antis  color  e  difparentibu, 
mane  prcefertim ,  in  fummitate  colis  digitis  compreffi,  a 
guttulam  unam  alter  arrive ,  cernitur ,  a  debilitate  tantu ; 
&  tax'd  ate  part  him,  ob  dmtinam  virofi  f omit  is  in  e 
moram,  oritur ;  miferi  enim  experiuntur  magno  fuo  mat 
reliquiae  ejfe  contagii  non  penitus  deleii ,  quod,  licet  quc 
dantenus  Juba ct urn,  ex  levijjima  quaque.  cccafione  ( a  pot 
Jci licet  nimio,  aut  exercitio  vehement: or i  quolibtt ,  ai 
Jimili  alia  caufa)  novas  excitat  tragcedias,  Gonorrha 
pofiliminio  recrudefcente  :  “  when  a  yellow  ulcerous  e> 
crement  of  this  fort  is  diftilling  with  a  fcalding  c 
“  urine,  and  not  ropy  between  the  finger  an 
“  thumb,  but  dropping  from  them  when  feparatec 
“  efpecially  in  the  morning ;  it  is  alfo  judgec 
Ct  from  the  debility  and  taxation  of  the  parts,  thi 
ec  a  continual  fupply  of  the  poifonous  femes  is  bre 
in  them  ;  for  the  miferable  patients,  to  their  gre; 
“  damage,  experience  that  a  relid:  of  the  contagic 
cs  dill  mud  be  worked  away,  for  though  it  be  i 
46  home  meafure  iubdued,  it  flill  at  the  lead  im 
<c  gularity.  Inch  as  over-drinking,  over  violent  e* 
44  ercifesy  or  other  fuch-like  catifes,  excites  ne^ 
tC  pain,  and  calls  back  a  gonorrhea  to  an  hered: 
46  tary  fate  of  cmdenefs.”  It  cannot  be  deniec 
that  the  ule  ol  milder  purges  is  lerviceable  i 
fuch  a  cafe  ;  then  it  mud  be  particularly  infide 
that  the  rules  of  diet  be  ftri&ly  adhered  to  *,  f( 

the: 
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then,  as  Sydenham  excellently  remarks,  the  evil  in- 
creafes  or  gains  ground  ftiil  as  the  patients  recede 
from  them  ;  but.it  gradually  diminifhes  as  they  fub- 
ject  themfelves  to  a  more  cautious  method  of  li¬ 
ving. 

1  he  flux  in  the  beginning  of  a  gonorrhea  daily 
increafes  in  quantity,  the  fcalding  of  the  urine,  and 
ltrangury  are  excellive  painful  ;  the  ulcerous  green 
excrement  flows  out  fometimes  with  fmall  ftreaks 
of  blood  mixed  with  it,  fometimes  it  is  yellow  with 
a  mixture  of  green,  which  gradually  as  the  evil 
mends,  turns  white ;  the  quantity  of  the  matter  then 
alfo  diminifhes,  and  its  thicknefs  is  increafed.  A  ce¬ 
lebrated  author  hath  remarked,*  that  the  yellow  co¬ 
lour  of  the  flowing  matter  dill  remains  in  fome  until 
the  end  of  an  entire  cure  ;  but  the  malignity  of  a  go¬ 
norrhea  ufually  follows  this  fucceflive  order  of  colours ; 
as  the  green  with  a  mixture  of  blood  is  accounted  the 
word,  and  the  miidelt  that  which  is  whitifh,  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  proper  remedies  will  gradually  make  it  cor- 
relpond  with  the  colours  before  mentioned*  to  have 
declared  fome  degrees  of  amendment;  but  this  one 
circumflance  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  yellow  co¬ 
lour  will  fometimes,  as  I  have  feen*  remain  until 
the  end  of  the  cure. 

It  appeared  where  the  gonorrhea  was  before 
treated  of,  in  Sed  1447,  l^lat  mucous  kind  hu¬ 
mour,  which  was  difcharged  through  the  excretory 
duds  into  the  cavity  of  the  urethra,  frnears  its  in¬ 
ternal  cavity,  and  defends  it  from  the  acrimony  of 
the  flowing  urine  :  that  humour  is*  natural,  and  but 
a  fmall  quantity  flows  out  through  the  fpreading 
orifice  of  the  extremity  of  the  urethra;  it  fometimes 
makes  light  fpots  on  the  fhirts  of  the  founded  of 
men,  who  never  had  any  caufe  to  fufped  any  hurt 
from  a  former  gonorrhea,  as  they  never  had  one. 

Where  I  was  certain  of  the  entire  purity  of  a  man, 
I  often  endeavoured  to  enquire  into  this  matter 

R  2  vpon 
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upon  every  favourable  occaflon,  and  I  found  fuel 
marks  or  fpots  upon  the  linen.  It  appeared  in  lik< 
manner,  that  this  natural  humour  is  infedted  by  the 
venereal  virus  received  after  impure  venery,  that  it: 
iecretion  is  increafed,  and  thofe  excretory  dudts  ar< 
fometimes  ulcerated  and  corroded ;  from  whenc< 
all  the  contagion  being  expelled  from  the  body,  tha 
natural  liquor  may  flow  out  flill,  pure  from  all  in 
fedtion,  and  in  a  greater  quantity  than  it  ufually  die 
before  the  difeafe ;  for  that  fame  reafon,  fome  fila 
ments  like  little  eels  are  obferved  in  the  urine,  anc 
moflly  fa  in  thofe  who  have  laboured  under  repeatec 
gonorrheas.  If  the  penis  of  fuch  a  man  is  preffed  ; 
little  after  a  found  fleep,  fomething  mucous  anc 
pellucid  like  the  white  of  an  egg  generally  come: 
out,  which  the  Engliffi  phyficians  ufually  call  ; 
gleet,  which  has  nothing  infedlious  in  itfelf,  anc 
iometimes  remains  for  many  years  :  this  fingle  mo 
leflation  creates  a  fufpicion  of  a  flill  lurking  evil 
which  was  not  fufficiently  expelled  from  the  body 
and  makes  the  patient  perpetually  unhappy. 

Nor  is  it  eafy  to  difpoffefs  thofe  who  have  impru¬ 
dently  paded  away  their  prime  of  years,  of  thole  fears 
I  have  known  one  to  have  dreaded  a  lurking  evil 
whilft  an  incurable  flux  continued  upon  him  afte: 
a  tenth  lalivation :  thefe  fcruples  are  flill  cherifhec 
by  fordid  quacks,  who,  through  a  third  of  infa 
mous  gain,  give  large  quantities  of  crude  mercury 
to  the  wretched  patients,  in  order,  as  it  were,  to  ra¬ 
dically  extirpate  an  evil,  of  which  there  is  not  ever 
a  trace  in  the  body.  Every  one  of  thefe  mounte 
banks  boafls  of  a  new  fecret ;  that  he  has  found  ou 
another  method  of  adminiflering  mercury,  whicl 
Was  never  before  known  to  mankind  ;  and  that  he 
can  extricate  and  expel  any  lurking  mercury  frorr 
any  part  of  the  body :  he  lells  this  and  many  more 
fuch  trifling  noftrums  to  the  credulous  difeafed,  whe 
And  themielves  miferably  deceived  by  them. 
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If  therefore  the  orifices  of  the  dufts,  ftill  pour^ 
ing  out  a  mucous  humour  into  the  urethra,  have  re¬ 
mained  dilated,  or  have  been  corroded  after  a  gonor** 
rhea,  a  perpetual  dux  of  fuch  vifcid  liquor  will  pro¬ 
ceed  in  a  greater  or  lefs  quantity,  without  any  dread 
of  a  lurking  venereal  contagion  :  fuch  a  flux  indeed 
may  be  incurable. 

James  Brake  *  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  this 
matter  in  the  dead  body  of  his  own  fervant,  who, 
for  fome  years,  endured  fuch  an  obftinate  flux  of 
vifcid  matter,  and  afterwards  died  of  a  peripneumo- 
ny  j  a  caruncula,  which  is  ufually  placed  in  the  left 
excretory  Cowperian  gland,  was  found,  which  was 
formerly  fo  corroded  by  an  ulcer,  that  the  orifices 
of  both  duffs  became  but  one.  This  he  explained 
by  the  fame  figure  which  Cowper  himfelf  delineated. 
Hence  an  almoft  perpetual  flux  of  vifcid  matter, 
called  a  gleet,  and  prepared  by  thefe  glands,  muft 
follow  ;  and  the  fame  muft  neceffarily  happen  to  all 
thofe  to  whom  fuch  a  misfortune  befals,  whether 
in  thefe  (aid  Cowperian  glands  which  confift  of  a 
mafs  fufficiently  confpicuous,  or  whether  in  the  other 
lels  excretory  duffs  difperfed  through  the  cavity  of 
the  urethra. 

From  hence  the  diverfity  of  the  quantity  of  that 
flux  is  alio  underftood,  according  as  fuch  greater  or 
left  duffs  had  been  in  like  manner  affefted  to  a 
greater  or  lefs  number. 

Some  have  believed,  that  what  thus  perpetually 
flows  out  is  leed,  and  thence  dreaded  a  weaknefs 
and  corruption  to  proceed  from  the  back  ;  but 
this  mucous  humour  is  entirely  different  from  feed. 

Still  this  flux  is  ufually  incommodious,  though 
unattended  by  a  venereal  contagion,  of  whofe  lurk- 
ing  evil  the  patients  entertain  perpetual  fears,  parti¬ 
cularly  fuch  as  have  buffered  by  frequent  gonor¬ 
rheas  j  from  whence  they  leek  for  remedies,  that 
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they  may  at  leaft  be  freed  from  thofe  fears  by  thai 
dux  being  dried  up.  It  appears  from  what  has  beer 
faid,  that  it  cannot  alway  be  cured ;  itiii  thofe  re 
medies  which  cannot  it  leaf:  injure,  but  prove  ra; 
*!ther  fometimes  a  little  profitable  to  the  patient,  an 
generally  recommended  ^  and  alfo  that  fuch  patient; 
have  no  recourfe  to  pernicious  remedies,  but  to  be¬ 
ware  of  being  deceived  by  the  impofitions  of  quack; 
;or  mountebanks. 

The  firft  advice  I  ufually  give  is,  to  beware  o; 
an  alrbaff  perpetual  habit  of  touching  or  handling 
the  '-'genitals,  for  the  patients  are  generally  in  quiff 
live,  and  try  whether  the  dux  increases  or  diminifhes. 
changes  colour,  or  if  any  matter  ftill  flows  out  bj 
p  reding  or  Squeezing  the  penis ;  fo  that  they  thui 
•rather  increafe  the  Tecretion  and  excretion  of  that 
■mucous  humour.  Great  hope  is  repofed  in  aftrin- 
geht  remedies ;  for  the  morbid  relaxation  of  thefc 
parts  is  ufually  blamed  by  them.  If  they  require 
the  internal  application  of  inoffenlive  remedies,  theft 
can  be  e  a  fly  granted  them  {  Cor  alios  rubros ,  cancro* 
.rum  Jcipclh,  fuccimm ,  mafiichen ,  confervam  rofa- 
-rmn  ' ruhrartim ,  “  Red  coral,  crabs  egg,  fucci- 
.T.npm,  .conferves  of  red  roles,”  and  fuefi  like, 
which  forne  authors  earneflly  praife,  it  is  then  oui 
duty  to  apply  them  readily  :  but  thofe  remedies 
which  are  to  be  locally  applied  to  the  urethra  mull 
be  attended  with  great  caution ;  for  if  the  ftrongei 
aftringents,  fuch  as  dflum ,  vitriol \  fngar  of  Saturn,  be 
applied  by  injection,  a  ebnftri&ion  of  the  urethra,  a 
callus,  dyfury  and  ifehury  follow,  and  are  after¬ 
wards  extremelv  difficult  to  be  cured. 

Turner  collected /many  cafes  *  from  whence  wt| 
learn,  that  many  labouring  under  fuch  a  flux,  tho 
hot  only  copious  but  vifcid  too,  have  joined  them 
felves  hi  marriage,  begot  found  children,  and  in 
fe&ed  not  "their wives  ‘  yet  it  alfo  appeared,  tha 
an  entire  cure  fucceeded  not  without  great  difficulty 
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he  indeed  made  trial  of  various  remedies  for  this 
purpofe  •,  fuch  as  Spaw  waters,  and  thole  of  fuch- 
like  wells,  but  a  moderate  u(e  of'  bajfap  capayba 
was  preferred  to  all  the  reft. 


SECT.  MCCCCLX, 


N  inflation  of  the  penis  is  carried 


away  by  an  anodyne  emollient  diffolving 
pultice,  fimilar  to  a  fomentation ;  by  a  copious 
bleeding ;  and  by  thole  remedies  mentioned  in 
Sedh  1458. 

The  admirable  ftrucuire  of  the  penis  was  before 
explained  in  Sedl.  1447,  together  with  the  manner 
in  which  it  increafes  in  bulk  by  an  eredtion,  and  how 
it  afterwards  ftackens  or  dirninilhes  again  ;  the  ca¬ 
vernous  fwelling  bodies  of  the  penis  only,  and  that 
cavernous  body  which  furrounds  the  urethra,  and 
conftitutes  the  external  fubftance  of  the  penis  and 
glans,  were  alfo  explained  ;  as  it  then  appeared,  as 
well  as  by  much  more  faid  irj  Sedt.  1449,  how  that 
a  fevere  inflammation  can  occupy  .the  penis ;  from 
whence  a  wonderful  deformity  of  the  fhape  of 
die  member,  a  diftortion  on  this  or  that  fide,  an  in¬ 
curvation  upwards  or  downwards,  a  dyfury  with 
racking  pains,  and  other  grievous  evils  may  follow. 

If  the  penis  thus  affedted  becomes  ardent  and 
painful,  the  application  of  a  powerful  antiphlogiftic 
cure  muft  by  no  means  be  delayed,  or  a  gangrene 
will  fpeedily  enfue  :  it  was  before  faid,  in  Sedt.  432, 
how  difficult  the  cure  of  that  is.*:  hence  a  large 
quantity  of  blood  muft  be  immediately  drawn, 
and  the  bleeding  repeated,  if  needful,  that  the  pe¬ 
nis  may  quickly  fall  or  ftirink  from  its  eredtion. 
In  an  urgent  cafe,  fuch  as  when  the  vein  in  the 
back  of  the  penis  ^xceffively  f wells,  it  muft:1  be 
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pierced  by  a  lancet  at  the  fame  time  that  blood  is 
let  from  the  arm.  I  alfo  gave  the  patient  two 
ounces  of  a  purging  decoCtion  every  hour,  which 
was  compofed  of  tamarinds ,  fena  leaves ,  agyrick , 
folychrefies  fait ,  &c.  until  the  patient  was  aimed 
worked  to  death,  and  the  fwelling  of'  the  penis  be¬ 
gan  to  abate.  I  have  for  fome  days  fupported  an 
artificial  diarrhoea  by  this  fame  remedy,  but  dill  by 
giving  a  lefs  quantity  of  it ;  then  a  flux  began  to 
didill  from  the  penis  of  green  gonorrheal  matter,  and 
indeed  very  copioudy  ;  fo  the  patient  efcaped  the 
threatening  danger  of  a  putrefaction  and  mutilation 
of  the  penis ;  that  and  its  adjacent  parts  were  co¬ 
vered  with  a  pultice  of  the  nature  of  the  mod 
emollient  fomentations,  and  fome  additional  anti- 
feptics  fird  ufed;  that  pultice'  was  perpetually  ap¬ 
plied  by  night,  confiding,  according  to  the  form 
in  Materia  Medic  a ,  of  lower  butter-milk,  which  ef- 
Ecacioufly  redds  all  putrefaction  ;  to  this  were  added 
fome  fpirits  of  wine,  or  fome  other  aromatic  fpi- 
rituous  liquid,  that  the  affedted  parts  might  not  be 
too  much  weakened  by  an  alfiduous  fomentation  y 
for  the  fpirits,  if  not  exceffively  diluted,  are  of  them- 
felves  injurious,  fo  that  fcarcely  a  thirtieth  part  of  the- 
riacal  fpirits  of  wine  is  mixed  in  this  pultice.  I  have 
feen  the  penis  of  a  young  man  fwollen  in  a 
mod  (hocking  manner,  through  a  large  quantity  of 
fpirits  of  wine  applied  by  an  imprudent  ignorant 
barber,  who  thus  attempted  to  cure  him  of  a  new 
flowing  gonorrhea  >  another  more  prudent  perfon 
was  then  called,  who  heartily  applied  antiphlogiftie 
remedies  to  the  patient,  and  a  pound  or  more  of 
blood  broke  forth  from  the  penis ;  then  the  tumour 
jfubfided,  and  the  day  following  a  foetid  dreg- like 
flux,  dreaked  with  blood9  idlied  forth  •,  yet  he  was 
entirely  cured  of  this  evil  in  the  fpace  of  three 
months.  It  is  manifed,  that  the  pendant  and  loofe 
prepuce  is  furriilhed  with  no  mufeujar  fibres,  but 
with  a  cuticuja  and  a  thin  fkin ;  it  alfo  confids  of 
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a  (lender  cellular  membrane  exceedingly  dilatable, 
which  never  collects  any  fat  or  thicknels  but  in  fuch 
as  are  caftrated ;  its  texture  is  nervous  and  vafcular. 
Wonderful  tumours  are  formed  in  the  cellular  mem-, 
brane  of  the  prepuce they  become  as  it  were  pel^ 
lucid  and  inflated,  cover  the  whole  glans,  and  pro¬ 
ject  beyond  it ;  fuch  a  tumour  is  then  called  a  pby- 
mofts  ;  that  is,  when  the  fwelling  prepuce  cannot  be 
drawn  back,  nor  the  glans  uncover’d  by  it :  but  when 
the  prepuce  is  withdrawn  behind  the  glans  and  is 
inflated  by  a  fimilar  pellucid  tumour,  it  fwells  and 
lurrounds  the  penis  with  a  turgid  ring  round  the 
corona  of  the  glans,  which  projects  naked  beyond 
that  ring,  fo  that  the  prepuce  cannot  then  be  drawn 
forward  lo  as  to  cover  the  glans,  then  it  is  called 
a  paraphymofis  j  of  which  morp  was  faid  in  $ed. 
1.449. 

In  this  cafe  the  penis  is  faid  to  be  inflated,  though 
the  tumour  adheres  not  in  its  cavernous  bodies,  nor 
in  the  cavernous  body  of  the  urethra,  but  only  in 
the  prepuce  ;  fuch  a  tumour  often  exifts  without  any. 
inflammation,  fo  that  it  requires  not  always  an  am 
liphlogiilic  cure  ;  but  certain  it  is  that  fuch  tumours, 
when  increafed  by  any  preflfure,  may  inflame  the 
|Ians,  particularly  in  cafe  of  a  paraphymofis,  and 
lo  produce  many  worle  evils,  which  the  eye  cannot 
iiicern ;  for  as  the  glans  cannot  be  uncovered,  nor 
the  internal  fuperficies  of  the  fwelling  prepuce  which, 
s  twilled  in  a  wonderful  manner  become  confpicuous, 
bme  alarming  fears  muft  always  attend  it  :  this 
lotwithftanding  appears  to  be  remarked,  that  if 
.  »  5  fla  mation,  or  other  concomitant 

igns  are  found  in  the  part  affeded,  fuch  tumours 
ndicate  not  the  nepeflity  of  a  powerful  antiphlogiflic 
:ure. 

_  It  alfo  appears,  that  men  who  had  been  ci reuni¬ 
ted,  fleinned  or  ulcerated,  fo  as  that  the  prepuce 
perpetually  adheres  withdrawn  behind  the  glans, 

never 
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never  fuffer  by  a  phymofis,  and  but  feldom  by  a 
paraphymofis. 

There  may  be  often  a  phymofis  whilft  a  venereal 
ulcer  corrodes  the  glans  of  the  penis,-  or  the  internal 
fuperficies  of  the  prepuce  ^  and  fo  great  a  tumour  is 
fbhietimes  bred' there,  that  the  dwelling  prepuce  is 
tormented  fo  as  to  1  chit ru 61  the  free  difeharge  of 
urine,  whilft  the  ulcerous  matter  alfo  retained  be¬ 
tween  the  prepuce  and  the  glans,  becomes  more 
acrid  in  its  delay,  and  deeply  gnaws  thole  tender 
parts  it  wafhes  ;  from  , whence  the  fevereft  evils  are 
to  be  dreaded,  unlefs  a  lpeedy  exit  can  be  prepared 
for  the  retained  corruption  :  the  belt  method  for 
that  purpofe  is  to  injefo  pure  lukexVarm  water  light- 
lf,thfough  a  funnel  between  the  dwelling  prepuce 
and  the  glans,  frequently  every  day,  and  fo  wafn 
away  the  filth  ;  for  even  the  mildeft  detergent  reme¬ 
dies  fo  increafe  the  pain,  that  they  cannot  be  en¬ 
dured  :  let  the  penis  be  wrapt  up  in  the  mold  emol¬ 
lient  fomentations  and  pultices  perpetually,  that 
every  kind  of  inflammation  may  be  guarded  againft  f 
but  if  that  fnould  be  the  cafe,  let  a  little  more  of 
the  fpirituous  litftior  be  added,  left  the  tender  cellu¬ 
lar  membrane  fhould  be  wafted  by  the  perpetual 
fomentation,  and  diftblve  into  gangrenous  corrup¬ 
tion  whilft  it  begins  to  fall  down. 

When  I  had  tried  all  thefe  endeavours  of  art  upon 
a  young  nobleman,  labouring  under  a  very  malig¬ 
nant  phymofis,  more  than  fifty  little  ulcers  broke 
out  in  that  parr  of  the  fkin,  and  difeharged  a  great 
quantity  of  venereal  corruption,  whilft  ftili  a  greater 
quantity  of  fuch-like  matter  flowed  out  from  be¬ 
tween  the  prepuce  and  the  glans  •,  the  feverity  of 
the  evil  had  inftilled  a  dread  of  a  mutilation,  but 
as  his  ftrength  had  not  forfook  him,  and  as  fo  much 
^danger  had  rendered  him  an  obedient  patient,  he 
eTcaped  fafe  from  it. 

We  are  indeed  inftrueted  by  fome  authors  to  in¬ 
troduce  a  (lender  tube,  of  lead  or  filver,  into  the 

urethra. 
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uieuhra,  that  the  urine  may  more  eafily  flow  out  if 
attended  with  pain,  or  regurgitating  under  the  pre¬ 
puce,  and  to  let  it  remain  there  ;  but  ftill  it  is  tQ 
be  fometimes  removed  that  the  channel  of  the  ure¬ 
thra  may  be  explored,  and  the  adhering  filth  walked 
away  1*  but  thole  who  have  more  -frequently  feen 
thole  difeafes  well  know,  that  the  prepuce  fo  iwells 
by  a  violent  phymofis,  and  becomes  writhed  in  fuch 
a  wonderful  manner,  that  it  is  hardly  poffible  tQ 
thrulc  this  tube  into  the  urethra  before  the  fwcilinQr 
begins  to  abate  in  the  part's  affe&ed  ;  nor  can  that 
be  attempted  without  augmenting  the  pain  and  fe¬ 
rocity  of  every  attendant  evil.  I  have  attempted  to 
remove  fuch  a  ftrdng  inflammation  firftby  bleeding, 
often  repeated,  and  then  by  large  evacuations  by  an- 
tiphlogiilic  purges  ;  thus  have  I  gained  upon  thefe 
humours  to  fubfide  fo  as  that  a  commodious  op¬ 
portunity  for  cleanfing  or  walking  all  filth  away 
from  the  ulcers  may  be  afforded  ;  yet  I  ufed  the 
rnildefl  fort  of  remedies,  rearing,  that  an  application 
ot  the  more  acrid  would  renew  the  evil  :  the  more 
prudent  ftep  is,  that  the  patient  f  fhould  keep  to 
his  bed  when  the  difeale  is  more  preffingf  and  in 
iucfi  an  ealy  pofition  as  that  the  remedies  or  drefi- 
fings  may  be  changed  and  flay  on  the  penis,  which 
is  then  chiefly  to  be  bound  lip  to  the  belly’ f  which 
is,  according  to  .  the  opinion  of  Cdfus,%  very  necefi 
fary  m  fuch  a  cafe;  for,  as  he  both  faw  and  defcribed 
thofc  diieafes,  though  not  bred  from  a  venereal  con¬ 
tagion,  he  thus  fays,  Si  ex  inflammations  coles  intu - 
iptLt,  reduciqiie  fumnia  cutis,  aut  rurfus  in  duel,  nequii \ 
mulia  cali da  aqua  f of  endus  locus  eft ,  &c  ;  ifque  homo 
continere  fe,  td  abftiner e  a  cibo ,  debet,  dd  potions  aoiiee 
tantim  a  fiti  vindicari :  “  If  the  penis,  fwelled  by 
an  inflammation,  admits  not  the  fkih  or  prepuce 
\  to  oe  withdrawn  or  dfawn  forward  again,  tlie 

“  place 


*  Aftruc  de  Morb.  Vener 
f  Ibidem,  p.  260. 
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“  place  affefted  is  to  be  fomented  with  much  warm 
water,  and  the  patient  ought  to  contain  himfelf 
<c  quiet,  abftain  from  fiefh  meat,  and  only  drink 
u  water  to  quench  his  third thus  he  ordered  the 
patient  to  low  diet,  and  mild  fomentations  of  water  ; 
vi  quoque  experiundum,  an  cutis  fequatur .  Eaque^  ft 
non  parebit ,  leviter  fumma  fcalpello  conciaenda  erit. 
Nam ,  cum  fames  profiuxerit ,  extenuabitur  is \  locus^ 
facilius  cutis  ducetur  :  cc  and  that  force  mud  be  ufed 
“  in  trying  to  move  the  prepuce ;  then,  if  that  will 
<c  not  do,  it  mud  be  cut  at  top  with  a  knife  ;  for  as 
“  the  corruption  then  Bows,  the  part  will  be  exte- 
“  nuated,  and  the  flcin  will  be  more  eafily  drawn 
“  on  and  off  the  nut  of  the  penis.3’ 

But  it  is  granted,  that  a  phymofis  an^  paraphy- 
rnofis,  as  before  faid,  may  be  frequently  bred  in 
found  children  without  any  venereal  contagion, 
either  through  a  retention  of  urine  between  the 
flreightened  prepuce  and  the  glans,  or  through  fbme 
external  injury  by  friction,  or  a?contufion,  &c.  for 
Celfus  *  farther  adds,  She  autem  hoc  modo  viftaerit? 
Jive  nunquam  repugnaverit ,  ulcer  a ,  vel  in  cutis  ulte - 
riore  parte ,  vel  in  glande ,  ultrave  earn  in  cole ,  repe* 
rientur :  “  But  whether  the  injury  will  be  van- 
“  quifhed  by  this  method,  or  if  it  never  before  at- 
**  tacked  .the  part  affefted  by  an  ulcer,  the  phymo- 
“  fis  and  paraphymods  are  found  in  the  penis,  either 
“  in  the  hinder  or  outer  part  of  the  glans.”  He 
afterwards  prefcribes  various  remedies  for  curing 
thefe  ulcers.  •• 

If  the  inflammation  yields  not  to  the  application  of 
proper  remedies,  and  as  a  preffure  and  fuffocation 
of  the  glans  beneath  are  to  be  feared  from  the 
fwelling  prepuce,  fome  authors  §  order  the  pre¬ 
puce  to  be  fpjit  by  fciffars  or  a  knife,  at  either  ox 
both  flde's  of' the  glans,  that.it  maybe  freed  from 
that  drift  Ore.  The  celebrated  AJlruc  makes  lefs  ac¬ 
count 

*  Lib.  VI.  Cap.  XVIII.  p.  392. 
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count  of  this  matter,  for  he  would  have  either  the 
fciffars  or  knife  ufed  at  difcretion  •,  but  it  appears, 
that  the  knife  is  to  be  preferred,  for  the  fciffars  al¬ 
ways  bruifes,  more  or  lefs,  in  cutting,  but  the  place 
inflamed  is  fo  very  fenfible,  that  the  incifion  caufes 
much  pain  at  any  rate,  which  vanifhes  not  very 
foon  after ;  but  it  is  juftly  to  be  feared,  that  the 
inflammation  fhould  be  thus  increafed,  which  I  have 
known  to  happen.  It  was  demonftrated  in  SeCt. 
405,  how  dangerous  and  unprofitable  it  is  to  cut 
that  inflamed  part.  I  fmcerely  confefs,  1  never  ad- 
vifed  a  fiffure  of  the  prepuce  when  occupied  by  a 
violent  tumour,  nay,  I  even  contradicted  fuch  an 
operation  as  much  as  pofiible  :  I  could  always  make 
the  tumour  fubfide,  and  perfeCt  a  cure,  by  a  fpi- 
rited  application  of  antiphlogittic  remedies  ;  for 
when  the  prepuce  was  greatly  fwelled,  and  but  a 
little  or  not  at  all  inflamed,  I  applied  the  acid  of 
Litharge ,  diluted  in  two  hundred  parts  of  water,  by 
way  of  a  fomentation,  with  fuccefs.  If  in  fuch  a 
cale  it  fhould  happen,  that  a  fuffocation  from  the 
mafs  of  the  tumour,  or  a  fuppreflion  of  urine  fhould 
be  dreaded,  then  Celfus’s  method  would  be  prefer¬ 
able  to  a  deep  incifion,  as  it  was  juft  now  faid,  that 
he  would  only  have  the  top  of  the  prepuce  fplit, 
till  the  flowing  of  the  matter  fhould  be  dimi- 
nifhed. 

The  celebrated  Alexander  Monro  *  collected  fome 
medicinal  cures  which  happened  contrary  to  expec¬ 
tation,  amongft  which  is  the  following : 

A  found  middle-aged  man  had  greatly  fuffered  by 
a  contufion  in  the  extremity  of  the  penis ;  that 
part  of  the  prepuce,  which  conftituted  the  froenum 
of  the  glans,  arofe  into  a  cryftaline  large  tumour ; 
fome  aromatic  fomentations  and  fumigations  were 
locally  applied,  and  purges  were  given,  but  the  tu¬ 
mour  decreafed  not ;  a  (lender  brittle  was  drawn 

through 
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through  the  tumour,  lb  that  way  might  be  made  for 
the  diftending  watery  liquid  to  run  out  :  but  the 
event  deceived  the  conceived  hope,  for  an  acute 
pain  and  violent  inflammation  enfued,  lb  that  the 
bridle  was  obliged  to  be  drawn  out  again,  and  a  pul- 
tice  of  bread  and  milk  applied  to  the  part  ;  the  tu¬ 
mour  was  greatly  dimini  filed  the  day  following, 
entirely  difappeared  the  next  day,  and  returned  no 
more. 

If  thus  lightly  piercing  the  fwelling  prepuce  by  a 
hair  or  bridle  produced  inch  an  acute  pain,  and  fc 
violent  an  inflammation,  it  dill  appears,  that  yet 
worfe  mud  be  dreaded  from  a  deep  incifion  of  fuch 
a  tumour. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that  thefe  inflammatory 
tumors  of  the  penis,  being  treated  by  copious  bleed¬ 
ing,  only  are  diflolved,  and  the  fchirrus  remains ; 
but  this  chiefly  if,  in  the  decline  of  the  malady, 
fpirituous  applications  are  ufed,  which,  from  the  na¬ 
tural  flaccidity  of  the  parts,  only  ferve  to  in- 
creafe  the  malady.  The  prepuce  of  s'*  impru¬ 
dent  man  remained,  during;  his  life,  as  .  %ick  and 
hard  as  a  cow’s  hide,  by  fomenting,  that  fwel¬ 
ling  part  with  fpirits  of  wine  and  camphor,  with¬ 
out  the  advice  of  a  phyfician  :  when  this  evil  is 
ft  ill  recent,  it  can  be  amended,  and  fometimes 
even  vanqu idled  entirely,  if  at  night  the  fomen¬ 
tation  is  made  of  fix  parts  of  wine  and  water,  one 
of  vinegar,  adding  a  dram  of  fal  ammoniac  to  every 
pound  of  this  fomentation  :  In  the  morning  after 
a  light  fri&ion  let  the  part  be  covered  with  emplaf- 
trum  de  Mucilaginibus  or  of  Melilot :  fuch  cafes  are 
not  rare  in  town.  The  celebrated  De  la  Peyrmit 
often  obferved  luch  a  hardnefs  in  the  cavernous  bo¬ 
dies  of  the  penis,  which  refided  the  power  of  crude 
mercury,  but  they  happily  yielded  to  the  Baregian 
waters,  after  the  venereal  contagion  was  fkft  to¬ 
tally  worked  away.  The  application  of  the  waters 

was 
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was  external  for  a  long  while.  It  is  believed,* 
that  (la  douche)  a  dye  made  of  the  allies  of  green 
wood,  fupplies-  the  defeat  of  thefe  waters. 


SECT.  MCCCCLXI. 

A  Venereal  buboe  is  cured  by  diffipating 
it  by  plafters,  by  fuppurating  it  ;  and 
if  thefe  prove  fruitlefs,  it  mull  be  opened 
and  cleanfed  by  purifying  remedies. 

The  buboe  was  before  treated  of  in  Sedt.  1448, 
and  theffigns  by  which  it  is  diftinguifhed  from  other 
tumours  which  occupy  the  groin,  and  fometimes 
occur  in  other  difeafes,  were  given. 

It  is  fometimes  obferved,  that  buboes  yield  to 
diffolving  remedies  without  much  difficulty,  yet  they 
frequently  adhere  a  long  time,  verge  to  a  very  flow 
fuppuration,  are  but  tedious  in  coming  to  maturity, 
and  degenerate  into  ulcers  fufficiently  difficult  of 
cure,  which  they  render  very  tedious,  as  they  fome- ' 
times  harden  into  a  fchirrous  which  grows  rebellious 
even  again!!  the  be!!  remedies. 

I  If  a  diffipation  of  a  buboe  can  be  obtained,  it  is 
moftly  defired  by  many  *,  but  as  the  venereal  con¬ 
tagion  exifts  in  the  buboe,  many  have  alfo  from 
hence  feared,  that  a  confirmed  venereal  difeafe  would 
proceed,  if  the  contagion  fhould  be  mixed  with  the 
blood,  by  diffipating  the  tumour. 

Antonius  Mufa  Brafavolus^  who  was  formerly  very 
famous  in  curing  the  venereal  difeafe,  doubted  numquid 
immaturus  aperiri  debeat  ejufmodi  abfcejfus ,  an  ultima  con - 
cotlio  fit  expeftanda  ?  ego  femper  immaturum  potius  in- 

cidi 

*  Mem.  de  L’Acad.  de  Chirarg,  Tom,  I.  p.  428,  &c. 
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cidi  voluerim  ;  non  tamen  penitus  immaturum  \  ne  ob 
dolorem  inflammatio  exoriatur :  into ,  fi  incijio  etiam 
jieret ,  antequam  pus  adejfet ,  conveniret.  Nam  malum 
non  eft ,  aliquis  adfit  dolor ,  materia  ad 

locum  trahatur ,  decurrat ;  poftea  apertum  fer- 

<vetur,  quantum  fieri  poterit ,  ;  “  whether  an 

4C  abfcefs  of  this  kind  fhould  be  opened  before  ir 
came  to  maturity,  or  whether  the  laft  digeftion  of 
4C  it  was  to  be  waited  for  ?  I  always  would  have  it  to 
tc  be  cut  when  in  a  ftate  of  immaturity,  yet  not 
«c  entirely  fo  immature,  left  an  inflammation  fhould 
<c  arife  from  the  pain  *,  {till,  if  the  incifion  fhould 
even  be  made  before  the  matter  was  collected 
“  there,  it  would  not  be  inconvenient ;  for  fome  pain 
“  is ’not  hurtful,  as  it  draws  and  makes  the  matter 
u  run  to  the  place  affedted  ;  the  ulcer  is  to  be  kept 
cc  open  as  much  aspofiible  afterwards.”  Many  were 
not  only  of  that  fame  opinion  afterwards,  but 
opened  thofe  buboes  which  were  hard  and  inflamed, 
to  the  racking  torment  of  the  patient ;  they  cut 
through  the  whole  length  of  the  tumour,  that  the 
more  way  might  be  prepared  for  the  received  conta¬ 
gion  to  flow  out.  Brafavolus  neverthelefs  ordered 
to  beware  of  cutting  the  bubo  when  totally  imma¬ 
ture  *,  though  ftill  he  would  not  have  the  ultimate 
digeftion  of  the  hard  tumour  waited  for. 

Where  Galen  *  treats  of  the  cure  of  an  inflamma¬ 
tion  bred  in  glandular  flefh,  he  condemns  the  fpeedy 
aperture  of  fuch  tumours.  Quin,  ft  pus  aliquod  no- 
tabile  in  fuppurante  parte  fit  contentum ,  non  expedit 
(quod  nonnulli  faciunt)  protinus  incider e\  imo  dificuffi- 
onem  moliri  medicamentis  ad  id  valentibus ,  quorum  ufus 
ex  affettu  fit  conjeffatus.  Quum  enim  phlegmones  quid - 
quam  in  parte  reft  at,  acria  medicament  a  potius  irritanti 
quam  difcutiunt.  Quum  vere ,  quod  ex  phlegmone  re- 
linquitur ,  fcirrhofum  ejfebium  videtur ,  fidenter  jam  Va¬ 
lenti  bus  medicamentis  uteris  :  u  But  if  any  remarkable 


*  MethccL  Med.  Lib.  XIII.  Cap.  V,  Chart-  Tom.  X.  p.  298. 
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corruption  fliould  be  contained  in  the  fuppurating 
part,  it  is  not  expedient  to  cut  it  immediately 
as  fome  do,  but  that  a  difibiution  of  it  be  la¬ 
boured  for  by  the  application  of  powerful  reme¬ 
dies,  whofe  ufe  may  be  conjectured  by  their  effedt : 
for  when  any  kind  of  inflammation  refts  in  the 
part,  acrid  medicines  will  rather  irritate  than  dif- 
folve  it*;  but  when  any  relict  of  an  inflammation 
is  feen  to  produce  a  fcirrhous  effedt,  you  may 
then  confidently  make  ufe  of  ftrong  remedies.59 
2  orders  the  part  afledied  to  be  diligently  infpecled 
)rning  and  evening,  that  fome  emollient  remedies 
ly  be  applied  to  it  when  the  fwelling,  pain,  or 
Inefs  of  it  increafes ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  to  ap- 
t  more  powerful  medicines  to  it,  fi  fcirrhojiores 
legmona  fint .  Sin  aliquando  pur  is  copia  medicamenta 
)er£t,  nec  ea  videantur  tibi  totum  difcutere  poJfey 
are ,  quod  fic  abfceffit ,  eo  potiffimum  loco  oportety 
1  eft  editijjimum  ,  quippe  tenuiffimam  etiam  illic  in- 
ties  cutim :  “  if  the  inflammation  becomes  more 
fcirrhous  :  but  the  quantity  of  matter  may  fome- 
times  vanquifii  the  medicines,  nor  muft  a  pofli- 
bility  of  diffolving  the  whole  appear  to  you  ;  cut 
therefore  what  thus  grows  into  an  abfcefs,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  that  part  which  is  molt  prominent,  for 
you  will  alfo  find  the  fkin  very  thin  there.55 
[  have  known  fome  who  maintained  a  contrary 
inion,  and  urged,  that  it  might  be  poflible  that 
len  had  not  known  the  venereal  difeafe,  fo  that 
at  he  faid  concerning  the  cure  of  buboes  may  bear 
authority  in  treating  of  venereal  buboes  :  as  it 
"ticularly  may  be  required  in  this  cafe,  that  the 
>re  the  received  contagion  adhering  fixed  in  the 
boe  is  to  be  expelled  from  the  body,  the  great- 
incifion  is  for  that  reafon  to  be  made  fin  the  place 
rifled  ;  but  that  infectious  contagion  adheres  to 
:  hard  part  of  the  bubo  as  well  as  to  that  which 
^ady  grows  into  maturity,  or  in  that  fmall  fhare 
corruption  already  formed,  and  longer  left  there, 
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that  it  might  gradually  diftfolve  that  ambient  hard- 
nefs,  and  change  it  into  corruption  alfo :  but  when 
buboes  are  foon  cut,  the  contingent  air  renders  their 
maturity  much  more  difficult ;  nor  do  they  feldom 
degenerate  into  a  fcirrhus  whilft  that  hardnefs  much 
longer  adheres  in  the  part. 

Fallopius  *  ftronglv^  inveighed  againft  thofe  who 
cut  etude  buboes  ;  but  he  orders  the  mature  ones  to 
be  cut  through  the  whole  length,  as  far  as  they  tj^h 
along  the  groin  :  Laudat  tamen  magis  caujlicum.  ; 
quia  per  illud  auferimus  quant  it  at  em  corii ,  &  jit  latius 
ulcus ,  nec  remanent  cavern \  “  yet  he  rather  recom- 
<c  mends  a  cauftic,  becaufe  we  by  that  method  carry 
“  away  a  quantity  of  the  fkin,  and  the  ulcer  becomes 
<c  broader,  nor  will  the  cavities  remain namely, 
of  the  hollows  and  fiftulas,  which  are  exceeding 
hard  ro  be  cured  :  for  that  reafon  he  would  not  have 
a  buboe  remain  clofed  when  advanced  to  maturity, 
until  its  integuments  are  fpontaneoufly  opened  by 
the  corroding  matter,  and  fome  other  little  openings 
from  whence  fiftulas  are  likewife  to  be  dreaded  ; 
and  Botallus  advifed  the  like.-f 

For  very  grievous  evils,  bred  from  buboes  anc! 
fiftulas,  are  from  hence  to  be  feared,  if  they  verge  to 
a  depth  fo  as  that  they  cannot  totally  be  cut  out :  for' 
the  corruption  fometimes  becomes  virulent  and  forms 
a  gangrene,  which  creeps  toward  the  abdomen,  and 
the  arteria  cruralis,  fometimes  corroded  by  fuch  cor¬ 
ruption,  liiddeniy  occasions  an  hemorrhage.  The 
celebrated  Gcillard  J  avers  to  have  known  two  fol- 
diers  thus  perifh.  As  therefore  thefe  celebrated  men, 
Boerhddve  and  Fljlruc ,  with  many  others,  have  at¬ 
tempted  to  diftblve  thefe  buboes  in  their  firft  ap¬ 
pearance,  and,  left  that  jfhould  not  fucceed,  brought 
them  to  a  fupp'u ration,  but  never  cut  hard,  crude, 

inflamed 

*  De  Morbo  Galileo  Cap.  XCI.  Aphrcdif.  p.  821. 
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Earned  buboes  •,  I,  by  following  the  traces  of  fuch 
reat  men,  and  from  my  own  obfervations,  can  con- 
rm  their  method  of  curing  them. 

I  have  attempted  to 'diffipate  recent  buboes  of  no 
*eat  bulk  with  efficacious  plafters,  called  the  feru- 
ceous  gurney  fitch  as  galbanum ,  ammonia  cum,  fagape * 
tm,  and-' fuch- like ;  all  which  fingly  or  compounded 
e  i^tnar tably  powerful,  and  are,  with  many  more 
:  t;#e  fame  kind,  to  be  fold  in  the  fhops  by  that  name. 
ifiplaftrum  de  Ranis ,  fo  called  in  the  fhops,  is  very 
uch  recommended  for  this  purpofe,  particularly 
iat  to  which  crude  mercury  is  added,  and  that  too 
a  variable  quantity,  from  whence  it  is  called  Em- 
aftrum  de  Ranis,  with  mercury  duplicated^  tripli- 
ited,  &c.  Still  it  is  to  be  noticed,  that  a  falivation 
often  brought  on  by  this  plafter,  when  a  large 
aantity  of  mercury  is  mixed  with  it,  which  muff 
i  carefully  minded,  as  fuch  a  quantity  is  not  al- 
ays  requifite. 

Buboes  are  not  often  eafily  difiolved,  and  when 
fuppuration  is  required,  they  are  but  very  diffi- 
iltly  brought  to  maturity  ;  hence  we  fee  that  all 
ich  remedies  as  commonly  adhere  itrongly  to  the 
:in  have  been  applied,  but  flill  have  an  aromatic 
Ecacy  and  a  diifolving  power  in  them,  for  which 
afon  they  are  ufefully  applied  to  other  tumours 
7  an  obftinate  nature  ;  and  fhoe-makers  wax  or 
itch  pofTefTes  both  thefe  virtues  of  the  ferulaceous 
ums ;  but  it  is  ufeful  to  fhave  off  the  hairs  about 
ie  groin  firft,  left  they  fhould  occafion  great  mo¬ 
ll  at  ion  in  renewing  thefe  plafters,  for  they  are  to  be 
newed.  In  the  Materia  Medica  there  are  two  forms 
r:  fuch  plafters  defcribed,  to  which  it  is  to  be 
)ted,  that  a  large  quantity  of  flower  of  fulp bur,  is 
ided ;  and  in  the  one  above  one  fourteenth  of  the 
hole  mafs  confifts  of faccharum  Saturni ,  then  in  the 
her  which  has  the  fhoe-makers  pitch  for  its  bafe, 
lly  one  2 1  of  the  whole,  is  in  like  manner  of 
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fugar  of  lead,  which,  as  it  is  well  known,  is  pre¬ 
pared  from  lead,  and  its  calx  corroded  by  vinegar. 

It  was  the  common  opinion  that  there  is  a  ftyptic 
repellant  power  in  fugar  of  lead  ;  hence  many  had 
formerly  condemned  thefe  prefcriptions  but  Goulard ,* 
with  great  fuccefs,  applied  a  folution  of  lead  greatly  fa- 
turated  in  vinegar,  which  he  calls  an  extract  of  Saturn, 
for  curing  of  venereal  buboes  ♦,  he  diluted  that  in  two 
hundred  parts  of  pure  water,  and  applied  it  in  the 
manner  of  a  fomentation,  (this  he  calls  aqua  njegeto 
miner alis)  or  boiled  the  crumb  of  bread  in  it  for  a 
pultice,  and  he  prepared  the  extrabl  of  Saturn ,  by 
waxing  it  over  by  way  of  a  cear-cloth :  he  applied 
fuch  remedies  as  thefe  to  buboes,  by  which  they  were 
diffolved,  though  they  had  been  of  a  great  bulk, 
and  a  fluctuation  of  matter  had  been  felt,  copioufly 
palling  through  the  pores  of  the  remaining  entire 
Ikin,  which  daily  moiftened  all  the  aparatus.-f  He 
confirms  the  truth  of  this  aflertion  by  proper  wit* 
nefles. 

If  the  buboe  fhould  obftinately  refill  the  hoped-for 
dilfolution,  and  increafes  rather  than  diminifhes  in 
bigrtefs,  then  a  removal  of  it  mull  be  thought  of  by 
a  fuppuration  ;  the  remedies  requifite  for  bringing 
it  into  a  mature  abfcefs  were  before  mentioned,  in 
SeCt.  403,  where  this  matter  was  treated  of ;  but 
let  thofe  remedies,  which  powerfully  foften  and 
bring  a  buboe  to  maturity,  then  dilfolve  it  by  a 
moderate  heating  ftimulus  driven  into  the  part  be 
chofen  :  the  manner  of  making  this  fuppurating 
pultice,  according  to  the  Materia  Medic  a,  is  this  ;  let 
Soft  ripe  figs  a  long  time  boiled  in  water,  until  they 
are  changed  into  a  pulp,  be  the  foundation  of  it, 
to  which  let  honey  and  gum  galbanum,  firfb  diffolved 
in  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  be  added,  fo  that  it  may 
equally  be  diftributed  through  the  whole  mafs  of  the 

pultice, 

*  Remarques  &  Obfervat.  prat,  fur  Ies  Malad.  Vener.  Sc£l.  71. 

Cap.  III.  p.  99,  hi,  &c. 
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pultice,  which  will  be  of  excellent  ufe  if  applied  to 
the  naked  {kin,  and  covered  with  a  pig’s  bladder,  cuf 
fo  as  to  fit  and  lie  upon  it,  that  it  may  be  Hill  foftened 
by  anointing  and  rubbing  it  with  oil  of  almonds  % 
thus  the  humidity  of  the  pultice,  and  fragrance  of 
the  galbanum,  are  obftrudled  from  diflipating  out¬ 
wards  •,  but  it  muft  be  ordered  fo  as  that  the  pultice 
will  perpetually  operate  upon  the  buboe,  for  fo  its 
maturity  will  be  much  fooner  obtained.  Great  care 
mull  be  alfo  taken  that  the  fhirt  or  bed-cloaths  be 
not  fouled  by  this  pultice,  which  is  to  be  renewed 
morning  and  evening. 

It  plainly  appears  from  the  prefeription  of  this 
pultice,  that  many  more  fuchdike  may  be  compofed 
by  variety  of  ingredients  which  have  the  fame  effi¬ 
cacy  in  them.  When  the  buboe  grows  to  maturity, 
let  there  be  way  prepared  for  the  .contained  corrup¬ 
tion  by  an  incifion,  that  it  may  not  only  flow  freely 
out,  but  that  an  opportunity  may  be  had  of  ap¬ 
plying  various  acrid  and  deterging  remedies  to  the 
foul  bottom  of  the  buboe,  that  it  may  be  purified 
and  then  healed. 

Thfs  the  reafon  why  a  buboe  when  foftened  is  cut 
out  according  to  its  whole  length  and  breadth  or 
ambit,  rather  than  only  pierced  by  a  fmall  opening  $ 
that  done,  the  adjacent  parts  muft  be  leduloufly  ex¬ 
plored,  by  preffing  the  fingers  to  try  whether  any 
caverns  or  fiftulas  occur  in  the  ambit  of  the  ulcer, 
that  thefe  may  be  alfo  cut  away  if  poffible  with  fafe- 
ty ;  and  thus  a  cure  will  be  obtained,  which  would 
otherwife  be  protradled  to  a  longer  date. 

Stro.ng  cleanfing  and  even  corroding  remedies  are 
ufually  and  prudently  applied  to  the  bottom  of  the 
ulcer,  that  a  light  cruft,  which  fometimes  may  b^ 
bred  there,  may  be  eafily  feparated  as  the  fuppura- 
ction  increafes  and  leaves  the  bottom  more  pure. 
Let  thole  places  already  purified  be  covered  with 
foft  digeftives,  whilft  more  acrid  remedies  are  fp read 
on  thole  which  are  ftill  filthy.  There  is  a  powder 
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defcribed  in  the  Materia  Medica  for  this  purpofe,  cor 
filling  of  two  ounces  of  the  leaves  of  fcordium  pov 
dered,  two  drams  of  white  vitriol ,  and  one  dram  c 
aloes  mixed.  Some  others  apply  yet  more  acrid  n 
medies,  compofed  of  mercurial  precipitates.  Jl 
celebrated  Grajhuis  publifhed  a  differtation  concerr 
ing  the  generation  of  corruption,  which  was  crowne 
with  the  approbation  of  the  royal  academy  of  fui 
gery,  and  to  which  they  added  notes,  wherein  *  th 
following  opinion  is  tdlified :  Bubones  Venereos ,  dij 
ficulter  fiep pur  ante  s*,  efcharotico  applicato ,  ex  Merci 
rio  fublimato ,  breviffimo  tempore  in  tabum  pur  identity 
liquefcere ,  docuit  experientia  :  u  Experience  hat 
£t  taught  that  venereal  buboes,  fuppurating  but  wit 

difficulty,  diffolve  into  purulent  matter  in  a  ver 
«  fliort  time  by  an  efcharotic  application  of  fubli 
“  mate  mercury  f 5  yet  there  is  need  of  a  great  de; 
of  prudence  for  admiltering  that  remedy,  and  all 
in  its  external  ufe.  We  read  a  horrid  cafe  in  Beg 
verbs’ s  f  differtation  annexed  to  the  hiftory  of  th 
Dyfenteria  Neomagenfis,  where  a  noble  matron,  hz 
vinsr  a  rifing  tumour  in  her  thigh,  was  perfuaded  b 
an  unfkilful  quack  to  fuffer  a  cauftic  plafter  to  b 
applied  to  the  pained  part;  this  matter  being  al 
terwards  examined,  the  plafter  was  found  to  hav 
contained  a  large  quantity  of  corrofive  fublimat 
mercury  interfperfed  with  it :  the  like  plafter  ha 
been  three  times  applied  by  the  impudent  perfuafio 
of  this  imprudent  fellow  ;  from  whence  the  unhapp 
patient,  after  fuffering  the  moft  intolerable  torment 
ing  pain,  fell  into  a  falivation  and  was  fuftbcatec 
I  trembled  at  reading  of  Fallopius’ s  J  treatife  0 
buboes,  becaufe  he  fays,  that  to  a  buboe  alread 
opened,  aliquando  infpergeret  pulverem ,  ex  arfem 
co,  &  auri'pmnento ;  the  powder  of  arfenic  an 
,  '  '  '  r  orpimer 

f  Remarques  &  Obfervat.  prat,  fur  les  Mftad.  Verier.  Seffi  7 
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46  orpiment  may  be  fometimes  applied.5’  Cer¬ 
tainly  a  deco&ion  of  arfenic  is  recommended  by 
fome  for  curing  the  itch,  and  to  be  applied  by  a 
fimple  wafhing.  Two  foldiers,  having  got  fome  of 
the  decocftion  of  arfenic  from  a  little  old  woman, 
walked  the  places  infe&ed  by  the  itch  with  it,  the 
itch  indeed  vanifhed  by  this  lotion,  but  utri- 
ufque  genitalia  t  ant  a  inflammation  atque  intumefcentia^ 
invafit ,  ut  adfpeclu  horrendum  ejfet  •,  qidbus  conjundti 
(rant  intolerabiles  dolores ,  vehemens  febris ,  fitis ,  vi- 
gilim  \  tot  ufque  locus  affect  us  brevi  tempore  t  ant  am  con - 
trahebat  nigredinem  gangraenofam ,  ut  de  perfeffo  fpha - 
celo  jam  follicitus  ejfem .*  “  luch  an  inflammation 

“  and  fweilings  invaded  the  genitals  of  thefe  two 
“  men,  that  it  was  a  moft  fhocking  fight  ;  to 
^  thefe  were  joined  intolerable  pains,  a  violent  fe- 
“  ve.r,  third  and  want  of  reft,  and  the  whole  place 
“  affeded  contraded  fuch  a  gangrenous  blacknefs 
<c  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  that  I  was  then  dreadfully  ap- 
“  prehenfive  of  a  perfed  fphacelus.” 

A  feparation  of  the  mortified  parts  was  obtained 
by  the  care  of  Begnerus ,  and  the  fphacelated  wretches 
were  by  flow  degrees  reftored  to  health  :  yet  the  de- 
coftion  of  arfenic  was  not  applied  to  the  genitals,  but 
to  other  itchy  parts  of  the  body  ;  which  would  not  be 
feared  if  powder  of  arfenic  fhould  be  ftrewed  upon 
the  ulcerous  fuperficies  of  the  cut  buboe. 

JL-' 

The  opened  buboe  ought  indeed  oftener  be  treated 
as  a  filthy  ulcer,  that  it  may  be  well  cleanfed  and 
then  brought  to  a  fear ;  but  this  fhould  be  acquired 
by  the  afliftance  of  fafe  remedies,  that  the  phyfician’s 
reputation  and  the  patient’s  health  fhould  not  fuffer 
by  it. 

As  to  the  reft,  a  buboe  when  under  fkilful  hands 
admits  little  or  no  danger,,  though  fometimes  the 
cure  is  tedious.  If  a  buboe  loon  arifes  from  recent 
fufpe&ed  venery,  after  venereal  ulcers  had  been  in 

S  4  the 

f  Degnerus  de  Dyfenteria  biliofo-contagiofa,  p.  214,  215. 


264  The  Venereal  Disease.  Seft  1461. 

the  genitals,  and  after  a  gonorrhea  but  fparingly 
flowing  had  flopped,  without  good  figns  of  its  a- 
mendment,  the  cure  may  be  hoped  to  be  much  hap¬ 
pier  and  fhorter  *,  for  the  flux  of  the  gonorrhea  be¬ 
ing  augmented,  and  the  venereal  ulcers  pouring  out 
much  corruption,  the  buboe,  as  I  have  feen,  often 
fubfides  in  its  beginning,  without  any  fubfequent  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe :  let  thofe  direflions  in  regard  to  diet* 
as  well  as  to  the  cathartic  remedies  recommended  in 
Se6t.  1458,  for  the  cure  of  a  gonorrhea,  be  alfo 
followed. 

But  when  a  buboe  has  been  long  unfkilfully  tam¬ 
pered  with,  it  comes  to  a  great  bignefs,  and  remains 
unchangeable  in  fpite  of  an  application  of  even  the 
belt  remedies  ;  then  it  requires  the  fame  cure  that 
the  venereal  difeafe  does,  as  will  be  faid  in  Se<ft. 
1467,  efpecially  if  the  other  figns  of  the  confirmed 
Lues  accompany  it.  If  it  degenerates  into  a  fcic- 
rhous  hardnefs,  it  fometimes  cbflinately  refills  a  fa- 
livation  by  mercury  ;  but  when  a  buboe  has  not 
acquired  a  floney  hardnefs,  the  celebrated  Afiruc 
repofes  fome  hope  *  aquarum  thermalium  fuper  bubo- 
nem  embrochen  iterando ,  inguen  morbcfum  ftillicidio 
aqua  fluentis  fupponendc^  demum  tumori  lirnum ,  qui  in 
a  qua  fundo  colligitur ,  apponendo  quotidie ,  ut  coagulata 
limpha  fenfim  liquefiat ,  &  tandem  refolvatur ,  &c,  canto 
tamen  opus  eft  ;  ac ,  ft  bubo  inde  rarefcere ,  calejieri ,  do - 
lere,  incipiat ,  Therm  arum  ufu  ft  atm  abftineai ,  ne  far- 
rhus  in  Carcinoma  degenerct :  in  a  repeated  water- 

“  ing  the  buboe  with  Bath  or  mineral  waters,  by 
laying  the  infedled  groin  under  the  lpout  or  drip- 
pings  of  the  running  water,  and  finally,  by  daily  ap~ 
*c  plying  the  mud  found  at  the  bottom  of  the  water  to 
u  the  tumour,  and  holding  it  there  until  its  coagula- 
ted  parts  are  diffolved  ;  flill  there  is  need  of  great; 
Lf  caution  •,  for  if  the  buboe  fhould  begin  to  decreafe, 
$c  grow  hot  and  painful,  the  ufe  of  the  baths  mufi 

be 
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14  be  immediately  abftained  from,  left  the  fcirrhous 
“  fhould  degenerate  into  a  cancer  he  prefers  the 
Baregian  waters  to  all  others  ;  the  defedt  of  which, 
as  I  have  before-mentioned,  can,  according  to  the 
opinion  of  the  famous  furgeons  of  France,  be  fup- 
plied  by  a  lye  made  of  green  wood  allies  :  it  feenis 
probable,  that  other  baths  may  not  fruitlefsly  be 
tried.  I  formerly,  for  the  fake  of  exercifmg  a  prac¬ 
tice  in  places  to  which  no  baths  or  mineral  waters 
were  contiguous,  have  endeavoured  at  an  imitation 
of  them  by  art :  I  have  therefore  impregnated  water 
with  fulphur  and  the  filings  of  iron,  and  let  it  fall 
from  the  height  of  twelve  feet  upon  the  affedted 
parts  of  the  body;  nor  did  it  unfuccefs fully  fall. 

I  have  upon  another  occafion  mentioned,  from  the 
obfervations  of  Ruyfcbius  *  in  Sedt,  1228,  that  by 
cutting  the  venereal  buboe  before  it  arrived  to  per- 
fedt  maturity,  the  lymphatic  veffels  had  been  cut, 
from  whence  a  great  quantity  of  water  daily  flowed  ; 
that  fkilful  anatomift,  by  laying  of  fplints  tight¬ 
ly  bound  under  the  part  affedted,  reprdfed  the 
courfe  of  the  water  through  the  afcendant  lympha¬ 
tic  veffels,  and  happily  cured  that  troublefome 
filiation. 

SECT.  MCCCCLXII. 

ATefticle  when  fwelled  is  to  be  fomented 
in  the  manner  explained  in  Sedt.  1460; 
if  the  cafe  is  urgent?  blood  muft  be  repeatedly 
drawn  from  the  arm  until  the  part  affedted.. 
plainly  returns  to  a  natural  ftate. 

A  tumour  of  the  tefticle  bred  from  the  venereal 
difeafe,  or  at  leaft  from  a  venereal  contagion,  was 
before  treated  of  by  many  circurnftances  in  Sedt. 

?45o  5 
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1450  ;  it  then  appeared,  that  a  venereal  virus  is  not 
requifite  at  all  times  for  producing  fuch  a-  tumour 
of  the  tefticle,  fo  as  to  penetrate  its  fubftance  *,  but 
that  it  is  fufticient,  if  a  free  difeharge  of  humours 
be  prepared  in  the  wonderful  fabric  of  the  tefticles, 
when  obftrudfced  by  any  caufe  whatfoever :  it  was 
alfo  remarked,  that  a  tumour  of  the  tefticles  moft 
frequently  follows  from  a  fupprefted  gonorrhea,  or 
from  a  lefs  copious  flux  of  it  than  ufual,  as  alfo 
from  an  imprudent  ufe  of  acrid  diuretic  hot  reme¬ 
dies  :  from  whence  let  the  patients  be  therefore 
guarded  againft  the  ufe  of  irritating  diuretics  as  the 

ZD  O  JP 

flux  returns  *,  fuch  are  balfam  of  fylphur,  aethereal 
oil  of  turpentine,  &c.  but  the  |ii?nour  of  the  teftf 
cie  ufually  fubfides,  and  is  entirely  cured  in  a  fhort 
time,  if  proper  remedies,  are  applied  to  the  evil  whilft 
it  is  recent,  otherwife  an  inflammation  and  all  its 
train  of  evils  are  to  be  dreaded. 

If  therefore  a  tefticle  fhould  begin  to  fwell,  and 
the  tumour  be  foon  increafed,  grow  hot,  the  fkin 
of  the  ferotum  be  extended  and  reddened,  with  a  fe¬ 
ver  attending  it,  it  is  to  be  immediately  fuccoured  by 
a  copious  bleeding,  which  fhould  be  repeated  until 
the  fymptoms  are  much  diminiihed.  Let  a  purging 
and  fufllcient  operating  antiphlogiftic  be  then  given, 
whofe  compofltions  are  various,  according  to  the  Ma- 
-  teria  Medica  in  Se£t.  396,  No.  2,  where  the  cure  of  an 
inflammation  is  treated  of ;  let  the  ferotum  be  wrapt  up 
In  fomentations  the  moft  emollient,  to  every  pound  oi 
which  add  a  dram  of  fai  ammoniac,  and  an  ounce  or 
two  of  vinegar.  Sydenham  *  cured  a  tumour  of  the 
tefticle,  though  not  a  recent  one,  by  the  fame  me¬ 
thod  :  Neque  mibi  religio  eft,  quocumque  hujus  mal: 
tempore  fanguinis  unci  as,  novem  vel  decern ,  e  brachk 
ijlo  detrahere ,  quod  tefticulo  tumefafto  refpendet ,  ft  til' 
moris  magnitudo ,  vehementia  doloris ,  id  mibi  fua 
deant :  “  nor  do  I  make  any  fcruple  of  drawing 
nine  or  ten  ounces  of  blood  from  that  arm  of 
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?*  the  fame  fide  of  the  fwelled  tefticle,  in  any  time  of 
“  the  evil,  if  the  magnitude  of  the  tumour,  and  the 
“  vehemency  of  the  patient’s  pain  urge  me  to  it;” 
for  a  diffolution  of  the  fwelling  in  the  tefticle  is  to 
be  attempted  by  every  method,  that  other  difcharges 
of  an  inflammation  may  be  avoided,  which  are  here 
often  dangerous  and  always  difficult  to  be  cured : 
ixbm  whence  Sydenham  recommends  a  fomentation  of 
emollient  remedies,  by  adding  the  leaves  of  henbane 
thereto,  which  mollify  the  acute  pains  often  accom¬ 
panying  the  tumour  of  the  tefticles  by  a  local  ap¬ 
plication  ;  he  applied  a  pultice  of  oxycratum  and  bean 
meal  to  the  tumour ;  he  alfo  ufed  cathartic  and  re- 
frelhing  remedies,  and  enjoined  the  patient  to  more 
{lender  diet  for  vanquifhing  the  difeafe  ;  he  alfo  or¬ 
dered  a  plentiful  (hare  of  nitrous  diluted  emulfions, 
to  be  drarik  as  a  fafe-guard  againft  a  venereal 
erection  of  the  penis,  which  is  to  be  feared  in  this 
cafe. 

The  weight  of  the  fwelled  tefticle  pulls  upon 
the  fpermatic  chord,  and  fo  produces  very  great 
pain ;  hence  the  patient  is  required  to  lie  in  bed, 
tor  fo  the  tefticles  will  be  fupported,  the  fomenta¬ 
tions  will  be  more  commodioufty  applied,  and  can 
be  more  eafily  renewed  at  will.  When  the  tumour 
of  the  tefticle  is  by  thefe  means  diminifhed,  it  fhould 
be  fuftained.by  a  proper  bandage,  that  the  patient 
may  fafely  rile  out  of  bed ;  the  fcrqtum  is  then  alfo  to 
be  covered  with  a  fqft  emplaftnim  mucihginum ,  diapom- 
pholygos ,  &c.  fee  the  prefcription  in  the  Materia  Me - 
dica  tor  this  purpofe.  Many  ufe  emplaftnim  de  ranis 
with  mercury  to  the  fame  end  ;  or  mercurial  undlion, 
v/ith  which  they  rub  the  fwelling  tefticle  ;  but  ftill 
a  fchirrhous  hardnefs  is  to  be  dreaded  after  the  in¬ 
flammation  is  already  much  diminifhed  :  but  the 
mercurial  fridion  is  continued  until  a  light  faliva- 
tion  is  brought  on,  which  has  been  profitable-* 
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others  have  ufed  powerful  mercurial  purges,  parti¬ 
cularly  turbith  mineral ,  nor  would  that  be  unfuccefs- 
ful  if  the  evil  had  been  recent,  and  the  dread  of  a 
fuppuration  removed  by  bleeding  and  the  antiphlo¬ 
gistic  method. 

If  the  fuppreflion  of  a  gonorrhea  Should  precede 
the  tumour  of  the  tefticle,  a  fudden  diffolution  is 
to  be  hoped  for,  and  that  a  copious  flux  will  alfo 
return  through  the  urethra ;  therefore  this  flux  is 
to  be  incited,  as  was  before  mentioned  concer¬ 
ning  this  matter  in  Se£t.  1458. 

I  have  known  the  external  and  internal  ufe  of 
cicuta  to  have  proved  very  beneficial  whilst  a  fcirr- 
hous  hardnefs  remained  in  the  tefticle  after  an  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  fame.  A  gonorrhea  being  Suddenly 
iuppreSied  in  a  man  of  forty-feven  years  of  age,  by 
an  astringent  injection,  a  hard  fcitrhous  tumour, 
bigger  than  a  man’s  flit,  arofe  in  the  lcrotum,  yet 
both  teflicles  were  free  and  Sound  :  that  tumour  re¬ 
mained  for  a  year  and  a  half,  for  every  attempt  of 
removing  it  by  piasters,  fomentations,  the  Strongest 
mercurials,  and  even  a  falivation  proved  fruitlefs  t 
the  extract  of  cicuta  was  given  to  him,  and  the 
dole  was  fucceSTively  augmented  ;  though  he  had  ta¬ 
ken  an  entire  dram  of  the  extract  of  cicuta,  then 
on  the  twentieth  day  of  taking  it,  there  was  no 
change  of  the  tumour  observed  :  on  the  thirtieth  day 
he  took  a  dram  and  a  half  of  the  fame  remedy,  and 
the  tumour  began  to  foften  in  three  days  after; 
then  a’  purge,  wherein  mercurius  dulcis  was  mixed, 
was  given  :  after  forty  days  the  patient  took  two 
drams  of  the  extract  of  cicuta  every  day,  and  the 
tumour  diminished  :  he  continued  this  dole  for  five 
months,  Itil}  interpofmg  a  mercurial  purge  every 
fourteen  days  :  the  tumour  was  then  totally  diSTolvedJ 
and  the  man  entirely  found;  but  he  plentifully  drank 
a  decodlion  made  of  the  roots  of  Bardana  *  during 
the  time  of  the  cure. 
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SECT.  MCCCCLXIIL 
N  D  puftules,  called  (hankers,  are  to  be 


JL  Jl  corroded  to  the  quick  by  mercurials; 
then  they  are  gradually  healed  by  milder  re¬ 
medies  of  the  fame  kind. 

It  was  before  faid,  in  Seel.  1444,  how  thefe  puf- 
tales  are  to  be  known  and  diftinguifhed  from  other 
evils. 

It  is  eafily  underftood,  that  there  is  need  of  great 
caution  in  treating  thefe  evils 4  for  it  is  evident  from 
what  has  been  before  faid  in  Sed.  1445,  that  the 
venereal  virus  adhering  in  the  external  parts  of  the 
[kin,  which  produced  venereal  puftules  or  (hankers 
here,  can  be  difperfed  throughout  the  body  from 
thefe  affeded  places,  and  create  the  word  of  evils. 

Some  have  believed,  that  the  whole  evil  could  be 
carried  away,  if  thefe  fufpeded  puftules,  called  ve¬ 
nereal  (hankers,  had  been  totally  deftroyed •,  which 
was  attempted  by  ftrong  efcharotic  remedies,  with 
this  hope,  that  the  contraded  virus,  together  with 
the  integuments  of  the  (kin  to  which  it  adhered, 
(hculd  be  converted  into  a  dead  fcab. 

Such  a  cure  formerly  fucceeded  in  cafe  of  fimilar 
evils,  not  bred  from  a  venereal  contagion,  but  from 
nther  caufes  in  the  genitals  of  both  fexes.  Lanfranc , 
that  formerly  celebrated  furgeon*,  who  wrote  about 
the  year  1296,  and  about  two  hundred  years  before 
the  venereal  difeafe  was  known  in  Europe,  ufed  a  col- 
fyrium  (which  takes  its  name  from  him)  for  curing 
phe  ulcers  of  the  penis  :  that  remedy  confided  of  one 
pound  of  white  wine ,  a  dram  of  verdigreafe ,  and  two 
irams  of  auripigmentum^  which  afforded  a  fufficient 
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acrid  local  remedy.  Other  authors,  who  treated  the 
like  evils  bred  in  the  genitals  by  a  venereal  con¬ 
tagion  by  the  like  method,  attempted  to  cxtinguilh 
the  contagion  in  thofe  places  where  it  manifefted  it- 
felf  by  a  puftule  or  little  ulcer. 

So  Joannes  de  Vigo ,  *  in  his  treatife  of  the  cure 
of  the  venereal  difeafe,  fays^  that  the  cure  is  to  be 
perfected  by  the  adminiftration  of  local  remedies. 
Imprimis  veniendo  ad  originem  morbi  videlicet  ad 
puftulas ,  quee  folent  accidere  in  virga  •,  dico,  quod,  ex 
quo  ijldt  pujlula  (tit  fuperius  difitum  fuit)  non  eveniunt 
niji  a  caufa  primitiva ,  fine  aliqua  temporis  inter  mif 
fione  protinus  medic  amine  acuto ,  malignitatem  earttm 
interficiente ,  funt  del  endec,  ut  exinde  earundem  malitia 
per  totum  corpus  non  extendatur  :  u  By  firft  coming 
<c  at  the  origin  of  the  difeale,  namely,  at  the  puf- 
“  tides  which  ufually  happen  in  the  penis  ;  I  fay 
cC  fobecaufe  thefe  puftules,  as  was  before  faid,  come 
not  from  thence,  unlefs  by  a  primitive  caufe  ; 
then,  without  any  intermiflion  of  time,  they  mud; 
be  immediately  worked  away  by  an  acute  medi- 
cine,  capable  of  deftroying  their  malignity,  that 
it  may  not  be  afterwards  fpread  throughout  the 
whole  body.” 

But  we  can  never  be  abfolutely  certain  whether 
the  received  contagion  may  adhere  to  this  puftule 
or  ulcer  only  ;  for  a  part  of  the  contagion  could 
have  been  eadly  abforbed  by  the  abforbent  veins,  and 
have  already  infeded  their  mafs,  whilft  another 
part  of  it  is  entangled  in  the  veftels,  or  cutaneous 
folliculi,  and  there  produces  a  local  evil. 

For  it  appears  from  what  has  been  hitherto  faid, 
that  the  venereal  virus  oftner  infedts  the  whole  mafs 
of  blood,  though  no  eruption  may  appear  on  any 
part  of  the  fkin,  until  it  in  fome  time  after  declares 
itfelf  in  fpots  and  puftules  there,  and  that  often 
with  a  great  releafement  from  pains,  by  which  the 
wretched  patients  are  tormented,  when  the  evil  is 
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depofited  in  the  fl^in  by  a  metaftafis  or  removal  1 
but  although  there  might  be  fome  hopes  of  de- 
ftroymg  the  local  contagion,  with  a  part  of  the  in¬ 
teguments,  by  efcharotic  applications,  where  the 
reit  of  the  body  is  as  yet  uninfedted  ;  this  fortu¬ 
nate  event  cannot  be  expe&ed  when  the  infedion, 
circulating  with  the  humours  of  the  body  in  the 
vefiels,  and  afterwards  thrown  upon  the  fldn  throuo-h 
a  metaftafis,  has  produced  puftules  and  venereal 
ulcers ;  for  it  appears  from  what  has  been  faid  in 
Sed.  1 442,  that  fome  puftules  and  venereal  fhan- 
icers,  are  produced  by  a  topical  application  of  the 
yirus,  and  others  from  the  diftemper  tranflated  to 
the  fkin  by  a  metaftafis  ;  and  in  fuch  a  cafe  the  lo¬ 
cal  application  of  remedies  can  never  be  fafely  con¬ 
fided  in. 

Joannes  de  Vigo  *  diftinguifhed  this  matter  alfb 
3y  joining  the  following  opinion  to  what  has  been 
uft  now  quoted  from  him.  Secus  faciendum  ejfet ,  Ji 
)radi5Ue  puftula  ortum  accepijfent  a  caufa  antecedent i ; 
ma  fa  ft  a  univerfali  purgatione )  localia  auxilia , 

inte  corporis  purgationem ,  regular  iter  operando ,  non 
lien*  applicanda :  “  It  js  to  be  performed  in  another 
manner  if  the  forefaid  puftules  had  received  their 
birth  from  an  antecedent  caufe,  becau^that  un- 
lefs  an  umverfal  purgation  be  made)  no  local  aid 
c  ls  t0  be  apphed  before  the  body  is  regularly 
purged  f 5  but  a  corrofion  of  venereal  {hankers, 
nd  that  even  to  the  quick,  is  often  feen  to  have 
tnrortunately  happened  under  this  author’s  hands  by 
orroding  remedies  ;  for  he  confelfes,  that  he  ought 
3metimes  to  have  repeated  that  corrofion ;  auifin- 
erdum  ha  puftula  fanahantur ,  fc?  iterum  ad  crepatu- 
amyeniebant ,  cum  malignitate  carnis ;  unde  ^opera 
retium  fuit ,  fapenumero  curationem  renovare  :  66  be- 
;  cauft  thefe  puftules  were  fometimes  healed  and 
burft  open  again  with  a  malignity  of  the  flefh, 
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“  from  whence  it  was  as  often  worth  while  to  renew 
tfc  the  cure  of  them.” 

Whilft  this  corrofion  is  attempted,  the  place  af¬ 
fected  grows  into  a  fcab,  under  which  the  contracted 
virus,  which  had  been  abforbed  by  the  veins,  often 
lurks,  infeCts  the  whole  body,  and  manifefts  itfelf 
in  a  fhort  time  in  many  more  places  of  it :  this  I 
remember  to  have  happened  to  a  young  man  of  a 
perfeCt  found  body,  who  had  contracted  a  venereal 
ulcer  in  the  exterior  fide  of  the  fkin  of  the  penis  af¬ 
ter  impure  venery.  A  furgeon,  boafting  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  and  fpeedy  cure  by  deftroying  the  local  evil, 
touched  it  with  lapis  infernalis  ;  but  it  fell  out 
quite  otherwife,  for  in  four  days  after,  the  patient’s 
face  was  fouly  fpotted  over  with  foetid  warts,  which 
were  in  a  Ihort  time  after  difperfed  alfo  all  over  the 
body  ;  he  was  alfo  tormented  with  noClurnal  pains 
in  all  the  ligaments  of  his  joints,  and  he  began  to 
feel  a  pain  in  his  jaws  ;  from  whence  the  miferable 
patient,  fearing  fome  worfe  evil,  underwent  a  feverc 
falivatlon,  that  he  might  be  radically  cured.  And 
Vigo  *  had  the  fame  ill  fuccefs  after  a  corrofion  of 
fuch  venereal  puftules ;  for  he  acknowledges,  that 
though  he,  by  his  method,  malignitatem  ulceris ,  Cd5 
fuftularum ,  interficiendo ,  locum  ulceratum ,  vel  puftulo - 
Jum,  ad  digefiionem  materiel  benign#,  Cd5  mundifica - 
tionem  loci ,  cum  purgatione  multarum  materierum ,  per- 
duxijfet ,  tamen ,  poft  cicatrizationem ,  puftulo  fcabiof#, 
Cd*  ulcerof#,  Cd5  interdum  verrucof# ,  per  to  turn  corpus 
fpargebantur .  Unde  balnea,  linimenta*  aliaque,  ad- 
hibere  debuit;  &,  quia  adiquando  hujuscemodi  morbus- 
obedientiam  minime  pr#ftare  folet,  prefer tim  ad  dolor es 
auferendos ,  idcirco ,  quum  antedibia  curatione  ijle  mor¬ 
bus,  cum  fuis  doloribus ,  &  pufiulis ,  removeri  non  pofftt , 
tunc  ad  ulterior  a  remedia  tranfeundum  eft  •,  prefer  tim, 
ad  unttiones,  &  cerota,  in  quibus  ingreditur  argentum 
vivum :  cc  had  vanquifhed  the  malignity  of  the  ul¬ 
cer 
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6  cer  and  puftules  by  consuming  the  ulcerated  or 
c  puftulous  place,  and  then  bringing  it  to  a  digef- 
1  tion  of  benign  matter,  and  to  a  purified  ftate, 
1  with  a  purgation  of  much  matter,  yet  after  the 
part  was  cicatrized,  fcabby,  ulcerous,  and  idme- 
times  wart-like  puftules,  were  ipread  all  over 
the  body  :  hence  baths,  liniments,  and  other 
remedies  ought  to  be  applied,  and  that  becaufe 
a  difeafe  of  this  kind  is  generally  very  obftinate  : 
therefore,  when  this  difeafe,  with  its  pains  and 
puftules  cannot  be  removed  by  the  aforefaid  cure, 
recourfe  mult  be  had  to  farther  remedies,  parti¬ 
cularly  to  thole  unilions  and  cere- cloths  in  which 
crude  mercury  is  mixed.' 55 

It  appears  from  all  thefe  circumftances,  that  o-reat 
aution  is  required  whilft  the  extindion  and  extir- 
ation  of  the  contraded  venereal  contagion  is  at- 
mipted  by  corroding  remedies  locally  applied  to 
lat  part  to  which  alone  it  is  believed  the  wholecon- 
igion  adheres.  Botallus,f  candidly  acknowledges, 
lat  he  had  in  his  juvenile  days,  following  the  traces 
f  others,  applied*  acrid  corroding  remedies  for  the 
,me  purpofe  ;  but  growing  more  adult,  and  cautious 
1  the  exercife  of  his  art,  he  changed  from  that  opi- 
ion  •,  for  he  learned  that  thefe  applications  Mis  dun - 
wat  fuijfe  prafidio,  qui  recenter  morbum  coniraxerant  ; 

■  ut  totum ,  vel  pene,  quod  inf e ohm  erat ,  Mg  extingue - 
tur  :  fed  bos  yd  etiam  fanat  integre  /implex  aquae  fo- 
s,  vel  repeht a  (ft  aliqualis  fit  durities )  prjfcipitati 
perjio ,  in  nullum  dif crimen  aegrum  inaucentia  :  “  had 
been  only  as  a  defence  to  thofe  who  recently  con- 
traded  the  difeafe,  fo  that  the  whole  or  alrnoft 
all  that  which  was  infeded,  fhould  be  freed  from 
it ;  or  but  a  fimple  fomentation  of  water  alio 
cures  thofe  entirely,  or  a  repeated  fprinkling  of 
precipitate  (if  there  be  any  hardnefs)  will  bring 
the  patient  under  no  danger.”  But  it  was  often 
Vol.  XVII.  T  ~  laid 
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faid  before,  that  recent  venereal  evils  are  of  all 
others  the  fafeft  carried  away,  if  the  place  affected 
is  fo  difpofed,  by  fomentations,  and  milder  corroding 
remedies,  that  the  morbid  virus,  together  with  the 
corruption,  may  be  difcharged  from  the  body.  Ab 
adminiftratione  enim  eorum ,  qU£  vehementer  carnem 
fubditam  exftinguunt ,  ulcus  ficcum  manet  otto  dierum 
/patios  quod  tantum  abeft ,  ut  prodeftfe  poftit,  ut  obfit  po¬ 
ints  non  leviter ;  nam,  quantum  fieri  poteft ,  colluvie  1 
a  parte  affetta  e  veftigio  eft  eximenda  ;  nec  quia  illu& 
altius  imprimitur ,  ob  id  plus  juv at  \  non  emm  omnt 
infettum  enecat ;  fic ,  quod  reliquum  eft ,  occhtfa  per  cau - 
ft i cum  illi  via ,  circumfitam  ulceri  carnem  valentius  in- 
ficity  &c.  “  For  by  the  adminiftration  of  thofe  re- 

*c  medies  which  powerfully  diffolve  that  counter¬ 
s'  feit  flefh,  a  dried  ulcer  remains  for  the  fpac< 
«  of  eight  days,  which  is  fo  far  from  being  bene- 
6C  facial  that  its  prefence  is  rather  of  a  greater  hin- 
«  drance,  for  the  filth  is  to  be  rooted  out  fron 
the  part  affedled  as  much  as  poffible ;  nor  be 
^  caufe  it  is  more  deeply  imprelfed,  for  that  fbil 
fc  helps  it,  for  it  deadens  not  all,  that  is  infe&ed 
fo  that  what  is  left  (hut  up  by  the  application  o: 
the  cauftic,  more  vehemently  infedls  the  fleft 
ct  fituated  around  the  ulcer  in  making  way  for  it 
*c  felf,”  &c. 

It  will  not  be  incongruous  to  add  fomething  con¬ 
cerning  venereal  warts  here,  which  often  attack  th< 
genitals  of  both  fexes,  and  beget  no  light  molefta 
lions.  It  is  known,  that  the  internal  fuperficies  0 
the  prepuce,  and  particularly  the  whole  glans  o 
the  penis,  are  fometimes  rendered  rough  and  thicl 
by  fuch  warts  ;  for  there  is  a  numerous  feries  o 
nervous  fen fib!e‘  papillae,  *  which  lie  from  th 
corona  of  the  glans  unto  the  orifice  of  the  ure 
thra,  on  the  fuperficies  of  the  fpongy  fabrick 
and  fo;  cover  the  exterior  ambit  of  the  glans,  tha 
!.  i  ^  0  «  ..  <  ♦  !  the! 

*  t  j inf*  * 

Aphrodisiac,  in  Preefaticnc. 

'  •  i  x  jf\»  '  x  }  3 

i 


Sedl.  1463.  The  Venereal  Disease.  275 

thefe  extreme  nerves  here,  the  proper  inftruments  of 
pJeafure  and  pain,  being  conftrained  under  the  more 
tender  membrane  of  the  glans,  lie  mutually  incum¬ 
bent  to  each  other  •,  if  therefore  the  venereal  virus 
pafs’d  through  and  gnawed  this  moft  {lender  exter¬ 
nal  membrane  of  the  glans,  thefe  papillse  become 
naked,  and  fometimes  excite  intolerable  pain  :  if  now 
the  (lender  cellular  fabrick  is  confumed  by  the  venereal 
corruption,  the  papillae  grow  out  freed  from  that  bond, 
and  form  into  venereal  warts,  which  fometimes  de¬ 
form  the  glans  fo  as  to  render  it  like  a  hedge-hog, 
and  almoil  obftruct  all  the  motion  of  the  prepuce  : 
fuch  warts  are  obferved  around  the  pudenda  and  anus 
in  women. 

And  I  have  feen  fuch  venereal  warts  bred  in  the 
very  channel  (particularly  hear  the  end)  of  the  ure¬ 
thra  :  thefe  warts  beget  an  almoft  intolerable  itch¬ 
ing  in  the  nymph  and  vagina  in  women,  who  by 
fcratching  make  them  degenerate  into  a  malignant 
nature,  and  grow  to  a  greater  bulk  ;  then  they  are 
lifu ally  called  criftas,  ficus,  manfeas.  Bot alius* 
faw  dum  junior  adhuc  ejjei ,  Hifpanum ,  glandem  uni- 
v  erf  am ,  atque  praputium ,  magnis  verrucis  obfitam  ha - 
bentem ,  qua  ad  tantam  molem  pervenerant ,  ut  totam 
glandem  obtegerent ,  praputium  in  fummum  extendentes , 
cum  maximo  dolor e  *,  quern  fecare  fuit  necejfmn  per  Ion - 
gitudinem ,  ufque  ad  glandis  radicem  ;  fic  enim  omnia 
pate bant,  dolor  quievit :  mult  a  autem  verruca  eranty 

qua  parvi  digiti  magnitudinem  excederent :  “  in  his 
“  juvenile  days  a  Spaniard  having  the  whole  glans 
H  and  prepuce  befieged  with  venereal  warts,  which 
■c  increafed  to  fuch  a  magnitude,  that  they  hid  the 
H  whole  glans,  frill  enlarging  the  prepuce  to  the 
“  greateil  degree,  and  with  moft  intolerable  pain,  as 
!“  there  was  a  neceffity  for  cutting  it  through  the 
whole  length  even  to  the  root  of  the  glans  j  for 
thus  all  the  infide  became  vihble,  and  the  pain 

T  2  ceafed  * 
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ceafed  ;  but  there  were  many  warts  which  might 
cc  have  exceeded  the  magnitude  of  a  man’s  little 

finger.”  Henry  Ab  Heers  faw  f  warts  bred  in  the 
under  part  of  the  glans  by  impure  venery,  and 
amongft  thefe  was  one  which  exceeded  the  magni¬ 
tude  of  an  aporn,  and  was  ftuck  around  with  fixty- 
five  little  heads  or  infant  warts. 

Phyficians  know  that  thefe  warts  are  always  tc 
be  treated  with  great  caution,  particularly  if  they 
adhere  to  the  fkin,  as  it  were,  by  a  large  bale  : 
when  they  adhere  by  a  flender  pendulant  kind  of  2 
thread,  they  are  fafely  carried  away  by  a  ligature 
around,  or  by  cutting  them;  but  when  they  take 
birth  from  a  venereal  virus  they  are  of  a  worle  na¬ 
ture,  and  fbmetimesi  are  with  great  difficulty  to  be 
eradicated,  for  they  often  bud  into  a  greater  num¬ 
ber. 

They  have  fometimes  been  attempted  to  be  curec 
in  a  cruel  manner  ;  for  the  greater  ones  have  beer 
cut  away  by  a  razor  or  feiffars,  and  the  places  the] 
grew  in  were  touched  with  aqua  fortis,  by  the  tad 
of  which  the  fmaller  ones  were  corroded.  Botailu, 
ufed  the  following  method  ;*  he  fplit  the  prepuc< 
that  all  the  warts  there  might  appear,  then  curec 
them  by  cutting  or  corrofives.  Still  he  alfo  recom 
mended  the  ufe  of  fuch  remedies  for  thefe  as  ar< 
nfually  to  be  applied  for  taming  or  eradicating  a  ve 
nereal  contagion. 

I  have  often  feen  fuch  warts  to  bud  afrefh,  be 
come  more  numerous,  and  of  a  more  malignant  na 
ture  ;  in  a  fhort  time  after  being  cut,  I  have  feei 
them  in  no  manner  to  be  foiced  to  difappear,  bu 
Hill  grow  exceffive  big,  and  cover  the  glans  afte 
a  falivation,  until  the  prudent  application  of  lapi 
infernalis  had  made  them  all  fall,  and  rendered  th< 

patient  found.  A  young  man  had  many  fhanker 

f  ’  v  •  'V't  nV  .  'ii 
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in  the  glans  and  prepuce*  which  daily  corroded  the 
adjacent  parts,  and  ftruck  the  patient  with  great 
dread,  which  urged  him  to  have  immediate  recourfe 
to  falivation.  The  venereal  fhankers  were  foon 
enough  healed,  but  prefen dy  a  great  number  of 
warts  fprang  up  in  the  glans  of  .the  penis,  which 
were  afterwards  very  fafely  healed  by  touching  them 
with  lapis  infernalis. 

But  this  I  have  learned  from  many  fimilar  obfer- 
vations,  that  the  ufe  of  efcharotic  remedies  is  by  far 
fafer,  or  that  of  ftrong  mercurial  purges,  or  luch- 
like,  if  the  malignity  of  the  venereal  contagion  had 
been  enervated  or  entirely  rooted  out  *  and  ftill  more 
fo,  if  the  warts  had  been  firft  fomented  by  an  emol¬ 
lient  decodion,  before  the  more  acrid  remedies  were 
applied  :  thus  let  the  corrofive  remedies  be  after¬ 
wards  applied,  that  the  fcabs  may  foon  fall  off.  I 
have  joyfully  feen  other  men,  famous  for  curing  the 
venereal  difeafe,  of  the  fame  opinion.  So  William 
Fordyce  *  relates  a  cafe  of  a  man,  who,  being  un¬ 
happily  cured  of  a  gonorrhea,  had  the  corona  of  the 
glans  every  where  befet  with  venereal  fhankers  and 
warts  ;  by  drinking  a  pure  decodion  of  Sariapa- 
rilla,  the  fhankers  were  indeed  amended,  but  not 
entirely  healed  until  fix  ounces  of  mercurial  undion 
had,  by  repeated  fridions,  confumed  them  :  ftill 
there  remained  fome  warts  after  the  fhankers  were 
healed,  but  he  abolifhed  them  by  a  common  cauftic; 
and  he  therefore  recommends  the  ufe  of  this  remedy 
when  the  warts  continue  rebellious,  after  the  conta¬ 
gion  is  routed  by  antivenereal  medicines.  The  ufe 
pi  lapis  infernalis  has  this  conveniency  in  it,  that 
tt  can  be  applied  to  a  determined  place,  without  flow¬ 
ing  to  any  neighbouring  part  which  ought  not  to  be 
:orroded  j  for  it  alfo  quickly  deftroys  the  part  it 
touches  with  fcarce  any  pain.  An  emollient  fomenta¬ 
tion  foon  provokes  the  mortified  part  to  a  fuppuration, 

T  3  and 
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and  if  any  particles  of  the  warts  remain,  they  are 
taken  away  by  a  freOi  touch  of  the  lapis  infei~ 

*  Still  there  is  need  of  great  caution  whilft  fuch 
warts  of  the  penis  and  prepuce  are  to  be  ^  carried 
away  by  cutting,  bringing  on  a  icab,  or  oy  liga¬ 
ments  about  them ,  for  if  they  begin  to  itch,  grow 
painful,  red  or  livid,  which  is  far  woife  j  if  the  mar¬ 
gins,  particularly  of  the  greater,  fboulo  be  inflamed. 
I  always  abftain  from  the  ufe  of  more  acrid  reme¬ 
dies,  and  am  always  careful  that  they  fhould  be  only 
perpetually  cherifhed  by  an  emollient  decoction, 
whilft  a  ftrong  mercurial  purge  was  at  the  fame 
time  given:  turbith  mineral  was  particularly  pro¬ 
fitable  in  this  cafe,  as  I  have  already  remarked  ir 
Sedl.  1372,  where  the  expulfion  of  the  worms  wai 
treated  of :  thus  have  I  feen  the  warts  to  have  faller 
in  a  few  days  without  the  application  of  ligatuies  oi 

corroding  remedies.  . 

The  famous  Alexander  Monro,  *  in  his  treatiie  o: 

fortunate  cures,  which  fometimes  happen  beyonc 
hope,  recites  a  cafe  which  was  happily  crowned  witr 
fuccefs  by  the  application  of  emollient  remedies  tc 
the  difeafes  in  the  genitals,  which  was  mush  acer 
bated  by  another  method  of  cure.  A  fmali  war 
arofe  on  the  extreme  margin  of  the  prepuce  of  ; 
youno"  man,  who  cut  it  away  with  a  razor  j  not  lon£ 
after, ^ the  interior  fuperficies  of  the  prepuce  begai 
to  be  attacked  by  many  more  fuch  excrefcents  of: 
pale  red,  which  hung  by  a  little  ftalk  •,  when  thi 
prepuce  was  drawn  up,  fome  greater  tufts  wen 
feen  on  the  glans.  In  vain  were  mercurial  un&ions 
aftrin°ents,  eicharotics,  and  many  other  remedie 
tried  *to  banifti  them,  and  the  patient  even  pafs’d  : 

i’alivation  with  no  better  effect.  . 

The  celebrated  Monro  tried  only  one  of  thef 
warts  by  tying  a  wax  thread  tightly  round  the  nee* 

*  Medical  E  flays  and  Obfervat.  Vol.  V.  part  2,  p.  495 >  49^ 
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of  it,  which  gave  the  patient  great  pain,  but  that 
foon  vanifhed  ;  then,  in  the  fpace  of  two  days,  the 
girded  wart  fell,  and  the  place  it  occupied  appeared 
fmooth  and  found.  A  young  furgeon,  who  was 
preient  at  this  operation,  was  ordered  to  tie  up  all 
the  reft  in  the  fame  manner  :  he  tried  the  liga¬ 
ture  upon  another  wart  the  day  following,  but  as 
the  furgeon  was  timorous  though  the  patient  was 
obedient,  he  tied  not  the  thread  hard  enough  fo  as 
to  intercept  all  communication  between  the  live  vet 
fe Is  and  the  wart :  the  patient  fuffered  great  pain 
during  that  day,  and  the  day  following  a  great  in¬ 
flammation  aroie  there,  which  required  a  copious 
bleeding  :  fomentations,  and  pultices  compofed  of 
emollient  remedies,  were  jointly  applied  to  the  place 
affeded,  by  which  the  inflammation  was  diminifhed 
within  the  fpace  of  two  days,  and  all  thefe  excret 
cences  were  remarkably  diminifhed  :  but  when  the 
inflammation  totally  fubfided,  all  thefe  warts  became 
rough  :  then,  by  the  application  of  emollient  retrie¬ 
ves  continually,  during  the  fpace  of  eight  days,  the 
warts  all  vanifhed,  fo  that  not  a  trace  of  any  one  of 
:hem  remained  by  which  the  places  they  emerged 
“fom  could  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  reft  of  the 
bund  fkin.  2  he  celebrated  Monro  would  have  the 
teippinefs  of  this  cure  attributed  to  that  new-born 
nflammation,  rather  than  to  the  application  of  the 
emollient  remedies :  but  Boerbaave  before  *  endea¬ 
voured  to  inculcate  the  ufe  of  emollients  to  all  others 
)f  the  faculty  :  Si  imprudens  rerum  Chirurgus  nuda- 
'am  tenui  fua  membranula  fuperficiem  vivam  papillofam 
dandis  acribus  irritaverii ,  contigit  fape,  ut  totum  pe¬ 
ns  corpus  dirijjimum  in  modum  inflammaretur ,  tnrge - 
'eh  priapifmo ,  exquifitijfmos  dolores  pariente ,  labor  a - 
y*  Unde  &  ad  hoc  mali  genus  emollient  ia,  lax  anti  a > 
'wmettantia,  anodyna ,  extrorfum  allicientia ,  fecurijfma 
)r<sfidia  flint  qu#  vel  fero  applicare  cogeris ,  ubi  tur 

T  4  }as> 
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per  rodentia  excitatas ,  compefcere  debebis.  LaMe , 
alth<eay  praftiti  hic^  qu*e  argentum  vivum  nequi - 
verat  y  unguent 0  althea ,  nutrito ,  perfect ,  quod 

Aegyptiacdy  &  mercurialibus ,  negabatur  :  “  If  a  fur- 
cc  geon,  through  ignorance  or  imprudence  in  thefe 
.<c  matters,  jfhould  have  irritated  the  nervous  fu- 
“  perficies  of  the  gians,  divefted  of  its  flender  lit- 
ic  tie  membrane  by  acrid  remedies,  it  often  hap- 
“  pens,  that  the  whole  body  of  the  penis  becomes  in- 
“  harried  in  a  moft  blocking  manner,  then  fwells  and 
“  labours  with  a  priapifm,  produdlive  of  very  ex- 
€<  quifite  pains  ♦,  from  whence  emollient,  laxative. 
ct  diluting,  anodyne,  and  outward-drawing  reme- 
cc  dies,  are  a  moft  fecure  defence  againft  this  kind 
of  evil  5  which  you  ought  thus  tb  reprefs,  or  you 
will  be  forced  to  a  late  application  of  thofe  re- 
“  medies,  where  this  train  of  evils  had  been  roufed 
<c  up  by  corroding  remedies.  I  have  fucceeded  in 
Sc  fuch  a  cafe  by  ufmg  milk  and  althea,  when  crude 
tc  mercury  could  avail  nothing  ;  or  I  have  by  the 
ointment  of  althea,  performed  that  which  re- 
“  filled  the  virtue  of  mercurials.” 

I  have  afterwards  feen  that  a  celebrated  phy- 
fician  of  the  ^faculty  of  Paris  *  had  with  fuccefs 
applied  corrofive  fublimate  diflolved  in  fpirit  ol 
wine,  diluted  in  a  quadruple  quantity  of  warm 
water*,  but -twenty  grains  of  this  fublimate  were 
diffolved  in  two  pounds  of  the  fpirits  of  wine,  fo 
that  every  pound  of  this  mixture  contained  eight 
pounds  of  water  and  two  grains  of  the  corrofive 
iublimate,  which  certainly  could  not  be  hurtful, 
not  even  in  the  exertion  of  its  greateft  irritating 
force,  when  applied  to  venereal  warts.  The  anus 
and  perineum,  being  the  places  befet  with  thefe 
warts,  were  twice  a  day  walked  with  this  remedy. 

The 

*  M.  Le  Begue  de  Prefle,  Memoire  pour  fervir  a 
de  Tillage  interne  du  mercure  fublime  cOrrofif,  p.  215-. 
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The  warts  were  of  a  pale  colour,  a  foft  confiftency, 
and  equaled  the  top  of  a  man’s  little  finger  in 
thicknefs.  The  utility  of  thefe  lotions  manifeflly 
appeared  in  a  few  days  after,  for  in  ten  days  time 
they  all  difappeared,  but  perifhed  not ;  for  fome  yel¬ 
low  fpots  remained  in  thofe  places  of  the  fkin  only 
which  were  occupied  by  the  greater  warts  :  thefe 
fpots  were  altogether  like  thofe  difperfed  all  over  the 
fuperficies  of  the  body,  and  remaining  in  the  fkin 
after  venereal  pufttiles  are  healed.  This  corrofive 
fublimate  was  alfo  internally  ufed,  to  fuch  a 
quantity  that  eight  parts  of  a  grain  of  it  fhould  be 
iwaliowed  in  the  fpace  of  five  nights  ;  but  though 
all  the  remaining  fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe 
had  been  chafed  away  by  the  foie  internal  ufe  of 
this  remedy,  the  warts  flill  obftinately  remained  un¬ 
til  alfo  extirpated  by  an  external  lotion  of  the 
fame  remedy,  diluted  in  a  quadruple  quantity  of 
warm  water. 

But  it  may  be  certainly  concluded,  that  the  cure 
of  thefe  venereal  warts  was  owing  to  that  external 
wafhing  ;  for  two  warts  were  bred  in  the  right  labium 
of  a  pudenda,  which  the  female  patient  had  never 
touched  by  wafhing  them,  for  fhe  was  only  fblli- 
citous  about  fome  others  which  were  in  the  peri¬ 
neum  and  anus  *,  fo  that  thefe  difappeared,  but  the 
two  in  the  pudenda  tenacioufly  kept  their  places,  un¬ 
til  fhe  was  advifed  to  wafh  them  alfo  by  the  lame 
remedy,  by  which  they  in  a  few  days  vanifhed. 


SECT. 
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SECT.  MCCCCLXIV. 

BUT  thofe  internal  remedies  I  have  pre- 
fcribed  in  Sed.  1458,  are  to  be  com¬ 
monly  ufed. 

For  the  contagion  adheres  in  the  place  affeded, 
which  many  have  attempted  to  root  out  by  acrid 
corroding  remedies  before  it  fliould  infed  the  whole 
body  :  the  more  prudent  have  fomented  the  place 
affeded  by  the  moil  emollient  fomentations  ;  then 
endeavoured  to  excite  a  fuppuration  there  by  the 
miideft  irritating  remedies,  that  the  venereal  virus 
might  be  expelled  the  fame  way  it  entered  :  fo,  as 
it  was  laid  in  the  cure  of  the  gonorrhea,  let  us  en¬ 
deavour  to  promote  the  flux  through  the  urethra, 
that  the  contagion  may  be  alfo  driven  out,  whilft  all 
poflible  care  fhould  at  the  fame  time  be  applied, 
that  it  be  vehemently  excluded  from  the  body,  or 
rendered  inadive,  fo  as  that  that  part  of  the  conta¬ 
gion  which  is  abforbed,  and  flows  through  the  vefl 
fels  with  the  humours,  may  not  be  depoflted  in 
other  places  of  the  body,  and  produce  new  evils. 

But  how  and  by  what  remedies  that  can  be  ob¬ 
tained,  has  been  faidin  Sed.  1458,  where  the  cure 
of  the  gonorrhea  was  treated  of. 


SECT, 
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SECT.  MCCCCLXV. 

TH  £  venereal  fiuor  in  women  is  cured 
by  the  fame  remedies  (prefcribed  in 
Sed.  1458.) 

The  cure  of  a  gonorrhea  in  women  was  before 
mentioned  in  Seel.  1447,  and  how  that  differs  from 
a  gonorrhea  in  men  ;  together  with  the  manner  of 
diftinguifhing  that  venereal  fiuor  from  the  fiuor  al- 
bus  in  women.  It  was  then  remarked,  that  the  go¬ 
norrhea  in  women  can  be  divided  into  different  kinds* 
according  to  the  different  places  it  occupies  in  the 
female  finus  j  from  whence  a  greater  or  lefs  diffi¬ 
culty  of  a  cure  alfo  follows  :  but  as 'all  that  regards 
the  diagnoses  and  prognoftics  were  there  ex¬ 
plained,  it  now  remains  that  fomething  be  faid  con¬ 
cerning  the  cure  of  it. 

The  general  directions  to  be  here  obferved  are  the 
very  fame  which  were  recommended  for  the  cure  of 
the  virile  gonorrhea,  namely,  that  all  the  contagion 
contracted  by  impure  venery,  and  infecting  the  parts 
in  women,  may  be  purged  out  with  this  fiuor : 
hence  all  aflringent  remedies  are  to  be  feduloufiy 
abftained  from,  for  the  fiuor  is  rather  to  be  aug¬ 
mented  that  the  contagion  may  Bow  out  with  it,  left 
that  part  of  it  which  had  been  abforbed  may  attack 
the  reft  of  the  body. 

All  the  preferiptions  therefore  recommended  in 
Sect.  1458,  alfo  conduce  to  a  cure  of  a  female  go¬ 
norrhea  *,  yet  it  is  to  be  known,  that  women  cannot 
bear  fuch  ftrong  purgations,  nor  fo  frequently  re¬ 
peated,  as  men  indeed  can,  efpecially  if  they  are  of 
a  lax  habit  of  body,  and  a  nervous  texture,  capable 
of  being  eafily  irritated.  ’Tamarinds ,  manna ,  fena 
leaves ,  cajfia ,  &V.  are  fufficient  in  fuch  cafes  for  difr 
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folding  the  humours,  that  the  contracted  venereal 
virus  may  not  eafily  adhere  in  them.  Mercurial 
purges  are  but  ieldom  ui'ed  here,  and  then .  but  of 
the  milder  kind  and  in  lets  dole,  ftirred  up  in  thefe 
quantities. 

It  was  faid  in  treating  of  the  virile  gonorrhea,  that 
much  exercife  was  very  injurious,  and  that  it  fome- 
times  rendered  that  evil  incurable ;  yet  motion  is 
not  offenfive  to  the  female  fex  but  rather  profitable, 
as  it  provokes  a  more  happy  difcharge  of  the  fluor 
through  the  vagina  :  the  firiitture  of  the  genital 
parts  in  women  teaches  the  reafon  of  this. 


SECT.  MCCCCLXVL 

BU  T  particularly  by  powerful  detergent 
fomentations  and  mercurials. 

The  evil  in  a  virile  gonorrhea  adheres  in  the  ure¬ 
thra,  where  the  local  application  of  remedies  is  more 
difficult,  and  can  only  be  applied  in  a  lefs  quantity 
by  injections  or  the  bougies  ;  befides,  there  is  need 
of  great  caution  in  preferving  the  interior  part  of  the 
urethra  from  being  irritated  by  the  remedies  applied 
there,  particularly  if  of  a  more  acrid  kind.  There  is 
lefs  to  be  feared  in  the  female  vagina,  if  that  dis¬ 
charges  a  quantity  of  venereal  fluor  by  diftilling  ul¬ 
cers  •,  for  fponges,  wetted  with  detergent  remedies, 
can  be  eafily  applied  and  contained  in  the  vagina, 
though  thefe  may  be  fufficiently  aCtive  :  from  whence 
fuch  a  detergent  decoCtion,  by  which  the  pudenda 
is  to  be  often  wafhed.  in  the  day,  is  approved  of  in  the 
Materia  Medica ,  particularly  when  the  evil  adheres 
in  the  external  parts  and  the  nympho  of  the  pu¬ 
denda,  or  even  if  venereal  ulcers  were  placed 
higher  in  the  vagina,  fo  that  they  can  be  moift- 
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mentation.  .When  a  more  prudent  life  of  mercu¬ 
rials  is  required,  particularly  of  the  more  acrid,  if 
the  filthy  ulcers  of  the  vagina  fhould  want  them  ; 
there  is  a  prefcription  held  in  account  which  con- 
fifts  of  thirty  grains  of  corrofive  fublimate,  are  diluted 
in  one  hundred  and  fixty  parts  of  water  diftillea  from 
rue,  then  fixty-four  parts  of  mel  rofarum  are  to  be 
added  ;  and  fo  the  gnawing  force  of  the  corrofive 
fublimate  is  deadened  by  this  mixture,  fo  that 
it  can  eafily  be  endured,  while  it  fufficiently  cleans 
the  fordid  ulcers.  From  the  ufe  of  theie  the  ve¬ 
nereal  fiuor  at  firfl;  ufually  augments,  then  gra¬ 
dually  decreafes,  and  the  ulcers  thus  purified  are 
healed.  More  or  lefs  of  the  aduating  fomentations 
is  to  be  applied  according  to  the  various,  date  of  the 
ulcers,  and  the  changed  nature  of  the  venereal  fiuor; 
concerning  which,  fee  what  has  been  laid  in  Sed. 
1458,  of  the  cure  of  the  virile  gonorrhea. 

All  the  remedies  there  mentioned  now  take  place, 
particularly  when  the  feat  of  the  venereal  fiuor  is  in 
the  labia  or  nymphm  of  the  female  pudenda,  or 
placed  in  the  cavity  of  the  vagina  :  it  ought  to  be  re¬ 
membered  that,  in  Sed.  1447,  ic  w^s  faid,  that  a  dif¬ 
ficulty  ot  urine  does  not  always  accompany  the  fir  ft 
fpecies  of  a  female  gonorrhea ,  as  it  doth"  that  in 
men. 

But  it  was  alfo  faid,  that  the  orifice  of  the  ure¬ 
thra  in  women  is  placed  like  a  wrinkled  wart 
between  the  nymphas,  under  the  clitoris,  and  it 
is  pierced  by  many  final!  duds,  from  which  a 
vifcid  matter  can  be  prefied ;  thefe  mucofe  fur¬ 
rows  are  fometimes  infeded  by  impure  venery, 
either  by  themfeives  or  together  with  the  vagina. 
When  that  glandular  tubercuium  (in  whole  middle 
the  orifice  of  the  urethra  is  opened)  fwells,  grows 
painful,  and  diftils  venereal  corruption,  either  ipon- 
taneoufly  or  when  prefs'd,  then  that  is  faid  to  be 
the  fiecond  fpecies  of  a  female  gonorrhea  :  this  was  by 
S  ay  t  prims  called  the  deprefibr  mufcle  of  the  urp- 
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thra,  which  is  affedted  by  an  eredtion,  and  makes 
the  glandular  body  ft  and  out  farther ;  from  whence 
a  difficulty  of  urine  is  bred  ;  for  they  feel  a  rigid 
moleftation  and  a  tenfion  whilft  the  urine  is  emitted, 
and  they  think  that  fomething  falls  from  the 
vulva,  or  at  leaft  labours  for  an  exit  ;  but  when 
this  glandular  body  is  eaten  by  a  venereal  ulcer, 
then  a  fcalding  pain  is  roufed  up  by  the  flowing 
urine. 

It  plainly  appears,  that  thofe  more  acrid  remedies 
which  are  eafiiy  borne  in  the  cavity  of  the  vulva,  and 
on  the  exterior  parts  of  the  pudenda  in  women, 
fhould  not  be  applied  to  that  place,  if  it  had  been 
affedhed  by  a  venereal  contagion  *,  for  thefe  remedies 
augment  t;he  troublefome  eredtion  by  their  ftimula- 
ting  power,  fo  that  the  application  of  them  is  dan¬ 
gerous,  left  the  orifice  of  the  urethra  ftiould  be  op- 
prefled  by  the  ambient  tumour,  and  thereby  caufe  a 
dangerous  fuppreffion  of  urine :  the  moft  kind  re¬ 
medies  are  therefore  required  in  fuch  a  cafe,  that  the 
infecting  matter  may  be  drawn  outwards,  and  that 
the  troublefome  tenfion  of  the  parts  may  be  re¬ 
laxed  :  a  decodtion  made  of  mallows  leaves ,  alt  he  a , 
and  longwort  in  water  and  milk,  or,  if  the  pain  is 
urgent  and  attended  with  a  great  tenfion,  a  decoc¬ 
tion  of  milk  whey ,  and  pounded  linfeed  may  be  tiled; 
to  which  garden  poppy  leaves ,  or  henbane ,  may  be 
added.  Let  fomentations  and  pultices,  made  of 
thefe,  be  perpetually  applied  until  the  tenfion  of  the 
parts  begins  to  fubfide,  and  then  the  ufe  of  clean- 
fing  milder  remedies,  fuch  as  honey ,  aloes ,  and  fuch- 
like,  will  conduce  to  a  cure. 

But  as  the  urethra  in  women  may  be  affedted, 
though  that  feldom  happens,  there  would  then  a 
third  fpecies  of  a  gonorrhea  be  produced  in  them ; 
for  the  chahnel  of  the  female  urethra  is  of  the  fame 
ftrudture  as  that  in  men,  but  much  {hotter ;  from 
hence  all  the  diredtions  given  for  curing  a  virile  go¬ 
norrhea,  will  equally  conduce  to  a  cure  here.  If 
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the  difeafe  be  negledted,  there  fometimes  follows  a 
-filthy  effufion  ot  urine  from  the  corroded  ure¬ 
thra  into  the  vagina,  which  fometimes  remains  in¬ 
curable. 

Befides,  there  are  great  glands,  equal  in  bignefs 
to  large  peas,  commonly  placed  at  either  fide  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  female  pudenda  :  thefe  glands 
pour  out  a  vilcid  and  copious  humour  through  their 
dudts,  which  are  fully  confpicuous  ;  (fee  what  has 
been  faid  of  thefe  in  Sedh  1447  h)  but  as  what  is  in¬ 
jected  by  a  man  at  the  time  of  coition  into  the 
female  finus,  when  he  labours  under  a  gonorrhea, 
fpontaneoufly  defends  towards  the  inferior  part  of 
the  vagina,  where  the  dudls  of  thefe  glands  open  ; 
there  is  an  evident  reafon  why  thefe  can  be  eafily 
infedted  by  a  venereal  virus,  and  then  that  is  faid  to 
b t  a  fourth  fpecies  of  a  female  gonorrhea. 

Unlefs  thefe  infedted  and  fwelling  glands  had 
poured  out  the  contained  virus  freely  through  their 
dudts  into  the  vagina,  the  matter  will  be  retained 
and  will  infedt  the  whole  body  ;  it  will  alfo  dege¬ 
nerate  into  the  mofh  malignant  ulcers,  by  which  &all 
the  adjacent  parts  will  be  corroded,  not  only  thele 
neighbouring  parts,  but  the  inteftjnum  redtum  alfo, 
and  then  the  faeces  alvinas  certainly  go  out  of 
vulva,  and  form  a  filthy  fpedtacle.  All  chat  was 
faid  of  the  Cowperian  glands ,  afiedted  in  like  manner 
in  a  virile  gonorrhea,  takes  place,  and  a  fimilarcure 
is  required  here.  Let  the  fofteft  pukices,  made  of 
the  coats  of  onions  roafted  under  the  afhes ,  and  gum 
■ammoniac  well  diiTolved  in  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  be 
perpetually  applied  to  thefe  fwelling  glands,  that 
the  virulent  matter  may  be  drawn  outwards,  and 
pot  produce  the  work  of  evils  by  verging  inwards- 
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BU  T  when  puftules  are  every  where  dif- 
perfed,  and  accompanied  with  pains  of 
the  arteries,  nodurnal  inquietude,  tortures  of 
the  bones,  arifing  from  many  endured  gonor¬ 
rheas  ;  all  thefe  manifeft  the  prefent  exigence 
of  the  venereal  difeafe,  apd  require  a  mercurial 
falivation. 

We  have  hitherto  confidered  thofe  evils  which 
are  bred  from  a  con  traded  venereal  Contagion  in 
the  body,  according  to  the  different  parts  of  it  to 
which  it  was  applied,  or  to  the  circulating  humours 
with  which  it  was  firft  mixed,  and  then  being  de- 
pofited  in  one  or  other  of  thefe  parts  produced  va¬ 
rious  difeafes  j  hence  the  diverfity  of  thefe  evils  oc¬ 
casioned  different  names  to  be  given  them,  and  the 
diagnostics,  prognoftics,  and  the  cure  of  every  one 
of  them,  were  defcribed  *,  in  all  which  a  great  va¬ 
riety  occurs,  and  that  is  on  account  of  the  different 
parts  to  which  the  contagion  had  been  brought, 
though  it  is  ftili  the  fame :  now  the  method  to  be 
taken  for  curing  the  venereal  difeafe,  when  llridly 
confirmed,  is  to  be  treated  of.' 

Certainly  Fernelins  *  has  excellently  given  the  fol¬ 
lowing  opinion  concerning,  the  venereal  difeafe  : 
§uum  ex  dubiis  /ignis  de  Lue  ambigitur ,  ejus  origo  eft 
altius  inveftiganda ,  a  qua  parte  initium  habuerit . 
Etenim ,  quoniani  non  niji  attaffu  contrabi  poteft ,  ne~ 
ceftfe  eft ,  labes  aliqua ,  in  ea  primum  parte  cmparuerit , 
per  quam  infer  turn  eft  virus .  ILac  enim  prima  fe  pro - 
fert ,  in  partibus  obfccenis,  ft  concubitu ,  in  fumma  cute% 
ft  accubitu ,  contrah a  eft  •,  in  nutricum  marnms ,  fi  in - 
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quinatis  erat  infans  ;  in  inf  antis  ere,  &  faucibus ,  7? 
nutrix  infeCt  a.  Emergunt  autem  in  obfeoenis  parti  bus 
puftultf,  ulcer  a  maligna,  virulent  a  Gonorrhoea , 
num  Bub  ones.  Sed  hrec,  niji  ultius  intro fubeant,  non - 
dum  funt  Lues  Venerea ,  rUdimentum  &  velut  cha¬ 

racter  ejus  impendentis  :  u  When  there  is  a  doubt 
“  concerning  the  uncertain  figns  of  the  venereal 
“  difeafe,  that  part  from  whence  it  had  its  origin  is 
“  to  be  more  clofely  examined,  and  from  what  part 
tc  it  had  its  beginning  •,  and  alfo,  as  it  cannot  be 
“  contracted  but  by  the  taCt,  it  is  necefiary  that 
“  lome  corruption  had  firfb  appeared  in  that  part 
“  to  which  the  virus  was  grafted  ;  for  this  corrupt 
“  tion  ftrft  thews  itfelf  in  the  obfeene  parts,  if  it  was 
u  contracted  deeply  in  the  fkin  by  copulation  or 
“  tying  down  :  it  is  contracted  by  the  breafts  of  a 
u  nurfe  if  the  infant  is  defiled,  and  by  the  infant’s 
“  mouth  and  inward  parts  of  it,  if  the  nurfe  is  in- 
“  feCted  ;  for  puftules,  malignant  ulcers,  and  a  vi- 
“  rulent  gonorrhea,  appear  in  the  obfeene  parts ; 
“  together  with  buboes  in  the  groin  ;  but  unlefs 
“  thefe  advance  ftill  deeper,  they  cannot  yet  be  called 
u  the  venereal  difeafe,  but  a  beginning,  or  as  it  were, 
“  a  mark  of  its  threatening  power.5' 

So  one  or  two  venereal  puftules,  bred  in  the 
body  or  in  the  pudenda,  are  not  by  physicians  called 
the  venereal  Lues,  though  even  a  venereal  conta¬ 
gion,  which  could  have  mfeCted  the  whole  body, 
attends  them  •  fo  a  buboe  bred  in  the  groin  is  not 
called  a  Lues,  though  the  fomes  of  the  Lues,  which 
is  greatly  to  be  feared,  may  adhere  there.  The  fame 
obfervations  concerning  the  Areft  of  thofe  evils  hi¬ 
therto  enumerated  to  have  been  bred  from  a  vene¬ 
real  contagion,  hold  to  the  like  certainty  *,  for  every 
one  of  thefe  is  ufually  confidered  as  a  local  evil,  and 
is  to  be  feparately  cured  ;  but  when  more  of  thefe 
concur  together  in  the  body,  or  fall  into  a  crude 
Sate  again,  after  being  mitigated  in  the  beginning,  or 
entirely  ceafed,  it  may  be  juftly  fufpeCted,  that  the 
^  ol»  XVII.  LJ  whole 
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whole  mafs  of  humours  is  infcXed,  and  then  an  ef¬ 
ficacious  cure  is  to  be  applied,  that  the  whole  virus 
may  be  eradicated  :  this  is  particularly  required,-  if 
nocturnal  pains  of  the  ligaments  of  the  joints  excru¬ 
ciate  the  wretched  patients.  It  was  before  laid,  that 
the  contagion  was  greatly  to  be  dreaded  if  it  had 
penetrated  the  bones  ;  for  they  are  gradually  cor¬ 
roded  by  a  flow  caries,  and  with  intolerable  pain  to 
the  patient  ;  and  the  contagion,  adhering  in  the 
bones,  can  but  with  great  difficulty  be  extricated 
from  thence  :  from  hence  the  return  of  the  difeafe 
fo  often  follows,  even  after  the  mod  troublefome 
and  long  protraXed  cures.  The  phyficians,  to  whom 
the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeaie  is  mod  familiar, 
know  that  fuch  misfortunes  happen  ;  particularly 
if  the  patients,  recovering  from  this  difeafe,  imme¬ 
diately  indulge  their  appetites,  whild  the  body,  dill- 
exhauded  by  the  pains  and  the  fevere  cure  it  has 
endured,  is  quickly  filled  with  the  rich  products  of 
Ceres  and  Bacchus,  with  falfe  hopes  of  recovering 
its  lod  drength  the  fooner.  This  certainly  proves 
Vexatious  and  tirefome  to  fuch  as  undertake  the  cure 
of  fuch  patients,  whild  thefe  drudges  of  venery, 
fcarce  freed  by  a  cure,  and  forgetful  of  their  evils, 
return  to  their  ufual  and  mod  depraved  manner  of 
.living,  are  infeXed  afrefh,  and  cry  out  to  have  been 
badly  cured.  I  have  feen  fuch  a  man,  who,  the 
fame  day  his  falivation  was  ended,  crept  out  from 
his  confinement,-  and  had  connexions  with  a  filthy 
proditute,  from  whom  he  returned  punidied  with  a 
mod  virulent  gonorrhea :  he  indeed  confeffed  his 
crime,  becaufe  nobody  would  believe  him  if  he  had 
denied  it. 

It  is  therefore  much  worth  our  care  to  confider 
attentively  what  the  faculty  have  tried  in  vanquishing  1 
this  foul  venereal  difeafe. 

It  was  proved  by  many  obfervatioris,  mentioned 
in  SeX.  1440,  that  this  was  a  new  difeafe  in  Europe, 
which  the  faculty  beheld  with  juft  aftonifhment,  as 

they 
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they  had  not  treated  any  other  fimilar  to  it  before  : 
many  therefore  amongft  thefe  entirely  declined  from 
preparing  medicines  for  the  patients  affedted  with 
the  Lues  ;  fome  others  only  treated  it  in  a  curfory 
manner,  whilft  no  other  method  of  miniftering  a 
cure  was  yet  known  ;  thus,  being  wearied  by  the 
troubles,  and  terrified  at  the  raging  ferocity  of  the 
incorrigible  evil,  they  abandoned  the  patients  to 
their  own  fate. 

But  as  the  number  of  the  infefted  increafed,  they 
could  not  longer  deny  their  aftiftance  to  the  dif- 
eafed  •,  and  they  endeavoured  to  cure  this  new  difeafe 
with  the  like  remedies  they  ufually  applied  to  other 
difeafes  :  they  endeavoured  to  diffolve  and  render 
the  morbid  matter  moveable,  by  deco&ions  made 
i>f  herbs  and  fpices  plentifully  drank,  and  by  fy- 
rups  compofed  of  a  filly  mixture  of  harmlefs  firm® 
pies,  which  they  call  magiftrales  •,  then  they  gave 
itrong  purges,  to  expel  that  morbid  matter  already 
loofened ;  that  done,  they  returned  again  to  that  de¬ 
motion  and  fyrups,  which  they  in  like  manner  fol¬ 
lowed  by  giving  cathartic  remedies  ;  yet  they  per- 
fifted  in  eafing  the  fatigue  of  a  cure  in  that  manner 
by  various  prefcriptions,  and  adapted  thofe  to  four 
varieties  of  conflitutions :  thus  they  at  lead:  were 
willing  to  confult  their  own  fame,  whilft  the  obfti- 
nate  difeafe  ftill  yielded  not,  lo  as  to  convince  the 
fick  that  they  had  applied  all  the  power  of  known 
art,  and  had  left  nothing  internally  which  could  be 
amended ;  for  they,  for  the  mod:  part,  began 
their  cures  by  bleeding  *,  after  which  they  freed 
the  firft  paffages  from  all  filth  by  glyfters  and 
milder  purges,  which  were  uiually  called  eccoproti- 
:a,  that  an  entrance  might  be  made  for  the  red:  of. 
thofe  medicines  which  were  believed  to  be  capable  of 
pf  chafing  away  the  Lues  :  this  may  here  and 
there  be  feen  amongft  thofe  authors  who  wrote  in 
he  time  of  the  firft  birth  of  this  difeafe,  and  repeated 
iich  remedies  to  a  degree  fufficient  to  make  a  man 

U  2  fick: 
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fick  :  this  was  called  a  cure  by  changeable  and  pur¬ 
ging  remedies.  This  method  profiting  but  very 
little*  fome  others,  believed  to  be  more  efficacious, 
were  thought  of. 

As  the  venereal  difeafe  fouled  and  defiled  the  fkrn 
in  the  beginning  with  puftules  and  ulcers,  and  as 
the  phyficians,  who  lived  in  the  firft  days  of  this 
difeafe,  knew  that  mercurial  ointments  were  fuccels- 
fully  applied  for  curing  of  ringworms,  tetters,  St. 
Antony’s  fire,  and  the  -itch,  they  from  an  analogy 
tempted  to  cure  the  venereal  difeafe  by  the  fame  unc¬ 
tions  prepared  with  crude  mercury.  It  is  well 
known,  that  the  Greek  phyficians  avoided  the  ufe  of 
crude  mercury,  as  if  it  were  an  injurious  and  deadly 

ed  the  application 
of  mercury,  as  well  for  killing  of  cutaneous  infec¬ 
tions,  as  the  itch,  St.  Antony’s  fire,  and  other  ir¬ 
ruptions  on  the  fkin  *,  that  was  called  unguentum 
Saracenicum ,  which  was  formerly  famous  becaufe  it 
contained  ftapbys  Agrium ,  a  certain  antidote  for  cuta¬ 
neous  infections ;  for  if  thefe  feeds  when  pounded 
are  fcattered  through  the  hair  of  the  head,  they  kill 
the  vermin  there  •,  but  as  that  undtion  contained 
about  a  ninth  part  of  mercury,  it  ought  to  have  laid 
marly  under  a  falivation,  though  the  patients  anointed 
themfelves  but  once  a  week  with  it. 

The  celebrated  Aftruc  f  fays,  that  cT'hecdoricus , 
who  was  a  famous  phyfician  about  the  year  1280, 
and  Guido  de  Cauliaco,  in  1363,  had  u fed  this  Sara¬ 
cenic  un&ion  for  the  deftrudtion  of  vermin*  and  had 
feen  a  falivation  arife  from  it,  for  he  firft  laid,  hoc 
iinimentum  educere  fuperfluidi tales  per  os ,  balnearido 
[bavando),  &  per  jubafcelids  refudando.  Additque 
Guido  :  Argentum  vivum  no  cere  membris  principalibus , 

o5  den - 

*  Vide  de  his  Aiiruc  de  Morbis  Vetiereis  Lib.  II.  Cap.  VIL 
p  1 1  8,  &  feq. 

f  Ibidem,  p.  119.  ; 


poifon.* 
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3  aentibus ,  atque  gingivh  :  <c  that  this  liniment  takes 
6  away  fuperfluities  through  the  mouth,  by  ryb- 
‘  bing,  fpitting,  and  fweating  :  and  Guido  adds, 

6  that  crude  mercury  injures  the  principal  mem- 
6  bers,  the  teeth  and  gums.”  It  is  believed,  that 
hefe  two  authors  were  the  firft  who  obferved  a  fa- 
ivation  to  have  proceeded  from  the  external  ap- 
flication  of  mercury  •,  but  it  is  to  be  known,  that 
hefe  two  authors  lived  a  long  time  before  the  ver 
lereal  difeafe  was  known. 

But  as  crude  mercury  was  by  many  others  held  as 
t  mod  dangerous  remedy,  and  though  they  faw  that 
he  ufe  of  it  was  profitable  in  this  difeafe,  the  more 
irudent  began  to  ufe  undlions,  which  only  con¬ 
fined  a  fmall  Ihare  of  mercury,  and  that-  was  gra- 
lually  increafed.  Certainly  it  was  an  excellent  and 
audable  undertaking,  to  proceed  by  flow  degrees 
n  the  ufe  of  a  remedy  not  yet  fully  examined,  that 
hey  might  fafely  experience  the  efficacy  of  a  new  re¬ 
medy  for  this  difeafe. 

But  empty  quacks,  who  fo  often  divert  tliemfelyes 
with  the  human  fldn,  and  that  indeed  with  impunity, 
and  who,  allured  by  the  hope  of  gain,  bellow  unut¬ 
terable  praifes  on  their  fecret  remedies,  which  they  pre¬ 
tend  to  be  unknown  by  all  mankind  ;  boail  of  an  ac- 
quifltion  of  thefe  preparations  by  long  ftudy,  labour, 
and  great  expence.  They  eafily  perfuade  the  common 
people,  that  the  renown  of  luch  a  fecret  remedy  is 
Ipread  both  far  and  near,  and  that  they  alone  can, 
by  the  power  of  art,  work  away  that  injury  which  is 
almoft  by  all  people  believed  to  lurk  in  crude  mer¬ 
cury,  fo  that  the  venereal  difeafe  may  be  fafely  and 
fpeedily  cured,  though  of  never  fo  long  Handing. 
Whilll  audacious  men  , mixed  a  great  quantity  of 
mercury  in  their  ointments,  without  any  precaution, 
and  copioufly,  and  for  a  long  time  rubbed  many 
patients  with  them,  fo  great  a  falivation  and  tumour 
arofe  about  the  jaws  that  they  v/ere  fuddenly  fu To¬ 
ll  3  ■  fated. 
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cated,  or  if  they  efcaped  that  danger,  they  were  fo 
exhaufted  by  the  falivation  that  they  perifhed  ;  there 
are  but  few  men  who  arife  from  a  falivation  with 
proper  ftrength  for  the  remainder  of  life,  after  fuch 
and  fo  many  evils.  Macilenti ,  luridi ,  fqualliai ,  eden~ 
tail ,  balbutientes ,  ore  obligato  capifirati ,  pofi  miferias 
diuturnas ,  d?  miferrimas ,  convalejcebant :  “  They 

44  became  lean,  pale,  fquallid,  toothlefs,  flam  me  r- 
u  ing,  and  tongue-tied,  and  after  all  this  train  of 
44  long-endured  hardlhips  and  miieries,  they  but 
cc  (lowly  amended; ”4 

Thefe  calamities  fo  terrihed  the  greater  part  of 
mankind,  that  almoft  every  body  fhunned  the  ufe 
of  crude  mercury,  as  if  it  had  been  a  mad  dog  or  a 
ferpent,  until  fome  more  (kiiful  phyficians  had 
taught  a  far  fafer  method  by  which  the  mercury 
could  be  tried,  if  applied  with  due  caution. 

Nicholas  Majfa,  who  excellently  wrote  concerning 
the  yenereal  difeale,  and  acquired  great  reputation 
by  curing  it,  applied  fumigations  and  mercurial 
undtions,  and  profperoufly  too,  when  a  cure  had  not 
fucceeded  a  trial  of  milder  remedies.  Tametfi  hac 
duo  remediorum  genera  a  quibufdam  Medicis ,  qui  non 
ex  omni  parte  bene  difcurrunt ,  neque  experiments  dif- 
curfitm  conjirmant ,  fed9  ab  apparentibus  nominibus  de~ 
cepti ,  remedia  reprobant ,  accufantur ,  d?  tanquam  per r 
wciofijfima  increpantur ,  illi  tamen  nullum  auxilinm  ad - 
jferunt  taliSus ,  prester  qua  dam  millies  exhibit  a ,  &? 
proficientia ,  Jicque-  agr  os  in  deter ius ,  d?  perniciem , 

procedure  finunt.  Sed  audiant ,  d?  fciant ,  quod  in 
magnis  morbis ,  obedientibus  fortibus  me  die  ini  sy  ad 
fortiores ,  d?  ultimas ,  medicinas  confugere ,  ft  credimus 
Hippocratic  oporteat :  *  “  Thefe  two  kinds  of  reme- 
tC  dies  were  neverthelefs  defpiled  by  fome  certain 

phyficians,  who  difeourfe  not  well  of  every  part, 
r*  -.i  f  •  v  •  .  -  7  ■  ' '  '  *  •  •  “  nor 

4-  Vide  de  his  Ailruc  da  Mortis  Venereis*  Lih,  II,  Cap.  VI|« 

»  p.  121.  ”  *  •-  - ;  '•'»*•*  #  ;  •*  •  *  -  ;  “ * 

f*  Aphrodifiac.  p.  90, 
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nor  confirm  their  difcourfes  with  experiment ;  but 
they,  itili  deceived  by  apparent  names,  condemn 
thefe  remedies,  and  condemn  them  as  the  moil 
pernicious  of  ail  others  ;  yet  they  bring  no  addi¬ 
tional  aid,  befides  that  which  was  a  thouiand  times 
unprofitably  exhibited  to  fuch  remedies  ;  and 
thus  they  Yuffer  the  Tick  to  proceed  in  iljnefs 
and  ruin :  but  let  them  hear  and  know,  that  it 
behoves  them  to  have  recourfe  to  the  yet  flronger 
and  more  powerful  medicines  in  cafes  of  violent 
difeafes,  difobedient  to  ftrong  ones,  if  we  be¬ 
lieve  Hippocrates.” 

From  hence  it  appears,  that  he  efteemed  mercury 
s  a  mod:  efficacious  remedy ;  but  he  alfo  acknow- 
:dges,  that  prudent  caution  is  required  in  the  ad- 
riniftration  of  it :  but  as  there  was  ufually  lefs  fear  in 
pplying  this  remedy  to  the  external  fuperficies  of  the 
ody,  it  leems  that  it  was  from  hence  the  ufe  of  ap- 
lying  crude  mercury,  mixed  with  ointments  andplaf- 
rrs  had  prevailed ;  and  thus  the  remedy  could  be  com- 
lodioufly  applied  to  local  evils  bred  from  a  venereal 
ifeale,  fuch  as  buboes,  ulcers,  tumours  of  the  bones, 
:c.  the  fame  conveniency  was  obtained  whilft  cin- 
abar  is  diffiolved  into  vapours  by  fublimanng  of 
lercury  and  fulphur  mixed  together,  and  lprinkling 
lem  on  a  fire,  To  that  the  vapour  might  every  where 
lr round  the  fuperficies  of  the  body  :  for  it  was 
jftomary  to  place  the  patients  in  a  wooden  box 
1  a  room  thus  heated,  fo  that  the  head  might  only 
ick  out  and  be  expofed  to  that  fumigation,  whole 
apour  could  thus  be  determined  to  any  certain 
art  of  the  body,  which  was  thought  to  be  moft 
liefly  affedted.  There  are  various  methods  of  ap- 
lying  this  fumigation  of  cinnabar,  defcribed  in 
Le  fix th  book  of  the  Gallic  difeafe,  wrote  by  Alex- 
ider  Trojanus  Petr  onus .*  He  fays  the  quantity  of 
nnabar  for  every  fumigation  ffiould  not  exceed 

U  4  an 
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an  ounce,  nor  be  lefs  than  half  an  ounce  •,  he  alfo 
remarks,  that  this  fumigation  was  applieci  once  in 
the  twenty-four  hours  by  many,  and  by  fome  twice, 
but  in  fmall  quantities ;  alfo  that  many  others  in- 
terpoied  the  fumigations  by  a  longer  interval  of 
time  ^  but  he  believes  the  unctions  or  frictions  by 
mercury  to  be  far  fafer,  and  at  length  concludes, 
Suffumigia  nifi  morbo  jam  inveterate^  &  ferme  jam 
defperata  falute,  viribus  tamen  conjlantibus ,  nunquam 
adminiftrari  debere :  Unlefs  it  is  in  an  inveterate 
difeafe,  and  in  a  cafe  of  health  already  defpaired 
cc  of,  but  yet  attended  with  ftrength,  this  remedy 
ft  fhould  never  be  adminiftered'A 

For  it  is  certain,  that  mercury  divided  into  very 
fmall  parts,  and  agitated  by  the  flaming  cinna¬ 
bar,  fo  that  the  incenfe  be  every  where  applied  to 
the  hot  and  fweating  fkin,  will  ealily  be  received 
by  the  cutaneous  abforbent  velTels,  and  be  mixed 
with  the  blood  ;  thus  the  cifedt  of  the  crude  mer¬ 
cury  will  fuddenly  follow  in  the  body,  though  but 
a  fmall  fhare  of  cinnebar  has  been  applied. 

This  we  learn  from  the  following  cafe  :  f  An  ex- 
ceflive  tall  woman,  of  flxty-three  years  of  age,  la¬ 
boured  for  the  entire  fpace  of  four  years  under  the 
venereal  difeafe  ;  her  pulfe  intermitted  at  every  third 
and  fourth  pulfation ;  the  pudenda  was  bclet  with  : 
almoil  every  kind  of  venereal  excrefcence,  fo  that 
(he  could  neither  fit  nor  walk  without  great  pain  j 
a  head-ach  and  other  nodurnal  pains  fo  opprefled 
her,  that  fine  could  not  reft  at  night  :  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  difeafe,  together  with  repeated  bleed¬ 
ings  and  the  application  of  powerful  purges,  had  lh 
wafted  away  her  body,  that  the  referable  wretch  be¬ 
came  like  a  fkeleton. 

'  As  the  difeafe  was  obferved  to  be  defperate,  and 
fhe  patient  anxioufly  defirous  oi  aid,  trial  was  made: 

.  ' '  *  n'  *  **  whatl 
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what  effedt  the  fumigation  of  cinnabar  would  be  of, 
but  flill  in  a  prudent  manner. 

The  next  morning,  at  nine  o’clock,  thirty  grains 
of  this  cinnabar  and  mercury  were  burned  fo  as  that 
the  patient  could  receive  the  fmoak  into  her  mouth 
and  noflrils  ;  fhe  eafily  bore  and  greedily  fuck’d  or 
fluffed  in  the  fume  ;  from  whence  a  light  cough 
proceeded  :  her  body  being  well  covered,  fhe  began 
to  fweat,  and  fpit  fo  that  at  ten  o’clock  fhe  had  al¬ 
ready  difcharged  a  pound  and  a  half  of  laliva  ;  the 
cough  ftill  continued,  and  a  flench,  which  ufually 
attends  the  beginning  of  a  fdivation,  filled  the  whole 
room  ;  her  pulfe  was  fuller  and  quicker,  but  alfo 
very  irregular  and  intermitting:  at  three  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  there  was  as  great  a  flench  in  the 
room,  with  three  or  pounds  of  faliva,  as  if  many 
rnoie  had  been  for  twenty-four  hours  in  a  falivation  : 
then  the  power  of  the  mercury  began  to  rufh 
downwards,  and  fhe  ftooled  three  times  with  great 
pain  and  a  rumbling  in  her  bowels;  her  pulfe^beat 
quick,  was  depreffed,  trembling  and  intermitting; 
ten  grains  of  laudanum,  diluted  in  an  aflnngent  cor¬ 
dial  julap,  were  immediately  given  her,  and  fhe  was 
put  to  bed  ftill  drefs’d,  then  covered  up  with  the 
bed -cloaths  that  fhe  might  fweat,  which  fhe  copioufly 
did  ;  at  nine  o’clock  that  evening  her  pulfe  was 
j  ftill  quick,  full,  flrong,  and  intermitting  only  at 
!  every  twenty-firft  or  twenty-fecond  beat.  When  un¬ 
ified  thap  night,  fhe  expoied  herfelf  to  the  cold 
!  and  the  pains  and  rumbling  of  her  bowels,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  flux  by  ftool,  returned,  but  all  that 
ceafed  jay  the  repeated  ufe  of  the  laudanum,  and  the 
Iweat  returned. 

1  he  day  following  the  pains  and  rumbling  of  the 
bowels  returned  at  every  tenth  or  twelfth  hour,  with 
anxiety  and  intermiffion  of  the  pulfe  5  but  as  foon  as 
t|ie  liquid  laudanum  was  given,  all  cealed  again  and 
fife  fweat  returned, 

v  '  i  •  *  t  &  ■*;  '  ^  ,  * 
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The  morning  following,  being  the  third  day,  the 
opiate  was  omitted,  and  fhe  Itooled  twenty  times,  Hill 
attended  with  the  fame  fymptoms  ;  which  again  ceafed 
as  foon  as  the  opiate  was  given  ;  and  the  fweat  re¬ 
turned. 

1 

The  fourth  day  palled  as  the  fecond  ;  for  the 
flench,  that  companion  of  a  mercurial  falivation.  Hill 
remained. 

She  took  a  purge  at  feven  o’clock  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  ;  as  that  had  not  moved  her  until  the  hour  of 
nine,  a  ftimulating  draught  was  given  her  to  increale 
the  force  of  the  purge ;  the  patient  imprudently 
took  that,  though  fhe  already  had  three  motions  by 
ftool ;  from  that  followed  fo  violent  a  hypercatharfis 
that  fhe,  at  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening,  feemed  to  be 
dead  *,  the  opiate  being  again  given,  all  that  imme¬ 
diately  ceafed,  and  fhe  palled  the  whole  night  quietly, 
wetted  all  oyer  with  fweat. 

The  pains  of  the  jaws,  and  the  other  fymptoms  of 
an  inveterate  venereal  difeafe,  were  entirely  carried 
away  the  day  following,  which  feemed  wonderful  : 
fhe  then  walked  feven  Englifh  miles,  and  was  carried 
two  miles  farther  in  a  coach,  through  both  wet  and 
cold  weather. 

The  flux  by  flool  had  often  returned  during  fix 
weeks  ;  fhe  afterwards  took  fome  pills,  compoled  of 
fulphur  of  antimony  and  calomel ,  then  drank  a  decocti¬ 
on  of  the  woods  alter  them  ;  a  copious  fweat  followed 
fhe  ufe  of  thefe  whilfl  the  weather  was  warm,  and 
all  the  fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe  vaniihed  : 
but  as  the  tempeftuous  autumnal  coldnefs  returned, 
a  conflant  diarrhoea  alfo  returned  ;  which  at  length 
entirely  cealed  in  February,  being  then  the  tenth 
month  after  the  adminiflration  of  the  fumigation  of 
cinnabar  :  then  her  legs  began  to  fwell,  two  purges 
being  then  given,  that  evil  was  amended,  but  re¬ 
turned.  again,  and  was  ncglefled  •,  the  tumour  flill 
in  created  fo  that  fhe  withered  away,  and  towards  the 

/'  ‘  end, 
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end  of  April,  being  the  thirteenth  month  after  the 
fumigation,  fhe  expired. 

It  appears  from  this  fingular  cafe,  that  a  few  grains 
of  crude  mercury,  reduced  into  the  mod  (lender  va¬ 
pour  by  the  force  of  fire,  will  quickly  excite  both  a 
falivation  and  lweat,  when  fuck’d  in  at  the  mouth 
and  noflrils,  and  indeed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  in 
three  hours  time  the  whole  room  fhould  be  already 
filled  with  a  ftench  from  the  new-rifing  falivation. 
It  may  be  juftly  concluded  from  hence,  that  a  fmall 
quantity  ot  mercury  is  alfo  fufficient  for  healing  a 
confirmed  Lues  of  fome  years  (landing,  fo  that  no 
doubt  of  the  efficacy  of  the  fumigation  of  cinnabar 
remains :  but  whether  this  is  a  fafe  method  of  cu¬ 
ring  the  venereal  dileafe,  or  not,  is  another  queflion. 
In  this  woman  the  force  of  the  crude  mercury 
fuddenly  rufhed  down  by  ftool,  and  excited  a  dan¬ 
gerous  hypercatharfis,  with  vehement  rumblings  of 
the  bowels  and  copious  fweats,  which  indeed  ceafed 
when  the  opiate  was  given,  but  then  they  often  again 
returned  and  remained  for  long  time';  then,  when 
thefe  entirely  ceafed,  a  dropfical  tumour  of  the  legs 
enfued,  the  whole  body  wafted  away,  and  death  put 
an  end  to  the  whole  train  of  evils. 

Befides,  whilft  cinnabar  is  burnt,  a  fulphurous  va¬ 
pour  exhales  from  it,  which  brings ‘  on  hidden  death, 
if  a  greater  quantity  than  needful  fhould  be  fucked 
in  ;  or  if  that  danger  fhould  be  efcaped,  it  leaves'  an 
incurable  afthma,  and  often  gives  birth  to  a  con- 
fumption  of  the  lungs.  If  what  has  been  a  little 
before  fa  id,  may  be  juftly  confidered,  not  lefs  than 
half  an  ounce,  nor  more  than  an  ounce,  bf  the  cinna¬ 
bar  fhould  be  applied  for  every  one  bf  thefe  fumi¬ 
gations,  which  were  daily  and  fometimes  twice  a 
day  repeated.  It  is  eafily  underftood  v/hat  ruin  and 
(laughter  formerly  happened,  whilft  fome  quacks, 
the  fervants  of  flews  and  bagnios,  who  had  a  long 
tigie  ferved  in  thefe  wreftling  places  of  Venus,  and 
"  ^  ^  i,f'L  4  -  r:  Tome 
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fome  others  of  the  bafer  fort  of  the  common  people, 
fo  audacioufly  undertook  this  dangerous  cure. 

It  feems  fufficiently  confident  that  the  fumigation 
of  the  cinnabar  had  powerfully  afted  whilft  attracted 
by  the  mouth  and  nottrils  ;  but  with  what  danger  of 
a  fuffo  cation  was  that  done,  efpecially  if  a  greater 
.quantity  of  cinnabar  had  been  added  ?  Antonins  Mufa 
Brafavolus  *  gives  the  following  opinion  of  this 
matter  :  Scitote,  nonnullos  Medicos  ijips  fuffumigajfe  ; 
capite  etiam  a  cGnopeo  non  exerto  9  quod  periculojijjimum 
eji.  Nam  quempiam  vipli ,  qui  ex  fumo ,  caput  petente , 
in  apoplexiam  incidit ;  &  Jiatim  mortuus  in  terram  cor - 
ruit :  idcirco  laudo ,  £5?  jubeo7  ut->  exerto.  capite ,  fuffu- 
migentur ,  papilio  circa  collum  Jiringatury  turn  ne 
fumus  exeat ,  ne  nares  feriat :  44  Be  it  known, 
u  that  fome  of  thefe  phyiicians  had  ufed  fumiga- 
44  tions,  and  Had  not  alio  caufed  the  patient’s  head 
44  to  be  thruil  through  the  covering,  which  omif- 
44  fion  is  very  dangerous  -9  for  I  have  feen  a  cer- 
“  tain  perfon  who,  by  the  puffing  of  fmoak  againft 
4C  the  head,  fell  into  an  apoplexy  and  prefently 
<c  lay  dead  on  the  ground  :  therefore  I  both  recom- 
“  mend  and  order,  that  the  head  ffiould  be  thruft 
64  out  when  all  the  other  parts  ^are  fumigated  ; 
54  and  that  even  a  pavilion  or  veil  ffiould  be  fattened 
44  about  the  neck,  fo  as  that  the  fmoak  may  not  go 
64  out  nor  ftrike  into  the  nottrils. ”  But  though  he 
judged  this  man  to  have  died  of  an  apoplexy,  it  is 
far  more  likely  that  he  was  furfocated,  for  there  al¬ 
ways  paffes  fome  time  between  an  apoplexy  and  death, 
nor  could  that  prefent  difeafe  be  diftinguiihed  if  that 
had  not  been  fo. 

Though  Nicholas  Maffa  -f*  had  greatly  extolled  the 
efficacy  of  thefe  fumigations  for  the  moil  fevere  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe,  yet  he  dittembles  not  the  moft  fatal 
evils  to  be  dreaded  from  them  ♦,  for  thus  he  advifes 
thole  who  undertake  a  cure  by  this  method,  quod  iftq 

modus 
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modus  non  fit  fine  timore  nocumenti  membrorum  princi - 
pnlium ;  immo  fcepe  recidivant ,  &  ad  inalas  aegritu- 
dines  compile  at  as  cum  ifta  deveniunt ;  qua?  funt ,  afthma , 
hydropifisi  &  marafmus ;  non  eft  admini- 

ftrandus ,  nift  in  inveteratis ,  //z  virtute  forti ,  c#/# 

a  grit  u  dine  mala  .*  “  that  this  method  is  not  without 
fome  dread  attending  it,  fuch  as  a  damage  of  the 
“  principal  members,  which  often  fall  into  compli- 
<c  cated  diforders,  which,  together  with  thofe  which 
arife,  are  the  althma,  cough,  droply,  and  a  con- 
“  fnmption  ;  wherefore  the  method  is  not  to  be  ad- 
“  miniltered  except  in  inveterate  cafes,  and  where 
powerful  help  is  required  for  the  malignity  of  the 
difeafe.  So  that  ne  had  obferved  fuch  a  power¬ 
ful  diffolvent  force  from  thefe  two  fumigations, 
that  thofe  who  were  oftner  rubbed  with  mercurial 
unctions  without  having  a  falivation,  had,  after  thefe 
fumigations,  not  only  every  kind  of  impofthume 
diflfolved  in  them,  but  a  nervous  fofrhefs  alfo  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  palfy,  of  v/hich  he  made  no  great  ac¬ 
count,  as  the  patients  were  alfo  recovered  from  that 

in  fome  months  after  being  cured  of  the  venereal 
difeafe. 

But  he  excellently  pronounces  the  following  opi¬ 
nion  :  Scias  etiam ,  quod  omnes  virtute s  untlionis  pof 
fumus  fnffumigio  attribuere ,  pramijfa  fecuritate ,  ut 
jupra  &  ratio  eft  not  a ,  cum  bafts  fit  virtus  argenti 
vivi  operans  ;  quapropter  dico ,  quod  digerit ,  pre¬ 

pay  at  ad  omnia ,  ftcut  unbfiones  :  Ct  You  may  alfo 
know,  that  we  can  attribute  all  the  virtues  of 
tc  the  mercurial  unftion,  with  fecurity,  to  the  fu- 
“  migatioh,  as  before  faid  ;  and  the  reafon  is 
Known,  as  its  bails  is  the  operating  virtue  of  the 
“  crude  mercury,  wherefore,  I  fay,  that  it  digefls 

“  and  prepares  every  thing  necdTary  as  the  unc- 
<c  tions  do.” 

From  thefe  and  many  more  obfervations,  which  we 
read,  difperfed  among#  the  authors,  concernino-  the 
utility  of  fumigations  for  curing  the  venereal  difeafe 

it 
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it  plainly  appears,  that  crude  mercury,  divided  inti 
the  moft  minute  globular  particles,  and  then  move< 
by  fire  in  form  or  a  vapour,  will  produce  all  tha 
efficacy  when  received  by  the  cutaneous  veffels  ;  for 
unlefs  fuch  remedies  as  contain  mercury  in  them 
felves  be  added  to  thefe  fumigations,  it  is  obferved 
that  they  are  of  no  effedl  in  curing  the  venereal  dif 
eafe,  though  the  moft  feledted  aromatics  of  the  mol 
fragrant  refins,  and  many  more  fuch-like  or  other 
be  applied  ^  for  thofe  phyficians,  who  univerfall] 
deteft  all  remedies  prepared  with  crude  mercury 
were  rather  willing  to  try  fotne  other  methods,  ima 
gining  they  could  expel  the  virus  from  the  nakec 
burfting  or  porous  fkin  by  fweat,  brought  01 
by  a  hot  aromatic  vapour  or  fume  ;  and  fome  o 
thefe  firft  ufed  the  milder  and  lefs  oftenfive  fumi 
gations  of  cinnabar,  before  the  more  efficacious  anc 
lefs  fafe  alfo  were  brought  in  to  fubdue  the  obftinacj 
of  the  venereal  difeafe. 

So  Fallopius  *  defcribed  two  kinds  of  fumigations 
namely,  fumigations  ex  materia  benigna ,  cc  of  benigr 

matter*”  which  contained  no  mercury,  and  bu 
mere  aromatics  only,  and  fumigations  maligna ,  “  ma- 
<c  lignant,”  where  fandaracha  Grrecorum  and  orpi- 
xnent  v/ere  added  to  the  artificial  cinnabar ;  certain¬ 
ly  thefe  remedies  are  juftly  fufpedted  of  danger  ;  foj 
it  appears,  that  they  believed  the  virus  of  the  vene¬ 
real  difeafe  could  not  be  deftroyed  but  by  anothei 
poifon  ;  for  fo  he  has  it,  Ut  redigamus  rem  ad  fum- 
mam ,  fciatis ,  qnod  tota  res  confiftat  in  Hydrargyro. 
vel  in  alia  materia  confimilis  natura  cum  eo ,  ut  eji 
Arfenicum ,  5 'andaracha?  Cinnabaris  artijicialis ,  & 
Pracipitaturn  ;  condiuntur  ifta  cum  aromatibus ,  ut  vif-l 
cera  roborentur :  “  That  we  may  bring  this  mattei 
u  to  a  conclusion,  you  may  know,  that  the  whole 
“  virtue  confifts  in  the  quickfilver,  or  in  fome  othei 
w  matter  of  the  like  nature  with  it,  fuch  as  arfenic 

41  fanda- 
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fandaracha,  artificial  cinnabar,  and  precipitate  j 
thele,  with  aromatics,  fortify  and  preferve  the 
bowels  from  corruption.”  Butas  they  knew  that 
ary  efficacy,  from  which  a  cure  of  the  venereal 
difeafe  might  be  hoped,  confifted  in  the  crude  mer- 
cuiy,  it  wouid  be  a  raffi  undetaking  to  augment  the 
danger  by  an  addition  of  arfenic,  and  expofe  the 
miierable  patients  to  the  moft  malignant  evils,  which 

even  ufually  follow  the  external  application  of 
arfenic. 

It  feems  credible,  that  Fallopius  *  had  never  ufed 
thefe  malignant  perfumes,  for  he  put  the  following 
title  to  the  fevenjy-fecond  chapter  of  his  book  :  Be 
■no do  fuffumigandi  univerfum  corpus  materia  valida¬ 
ted  non  venenofa  :  “  Of  the  manner  of  fumigating  the 
whole  body  by  a  powerful  but  not  a  poifonous 
‘  remedy.  1  hen  he  briefly  enumerates  the  evils, 
•efulting  from  thefe  fumigations,  in  the  following 
chapter,  thus  ;  Succedunt  in  fujfitibus  fymptomata  qua-* 
am 5  aliquando  alvi  folutioy  aliquando  corruptio  palatit 
iliquando  lab ef adfatio  omnium  dentium  ;  qua  folent  fuc- 
edere  etiam  in  iniwbiione  ex  Fly  dr  ar gyro  :  ct  Some 
certain  fymptoms  follow  the  ufe  of  thefe  perfumes, 
fuch  as  the  opening  of  the  belly,  fometimes  a 
corruption  of  the  palate,  and  fometimes  of  all  the 
teeth,  and  thofe  alfo  which  ufually  fucceed  the 
‘  fri&icns  with  mercurial  undtions  ”  But  thefe  are 
J1  the  effefls  of  a  powerful  mercurial  falivation,  for 
he  vapoui  of  arfenic  produces  other  evils  far  diffe~ 
ent.  If  thofe  observations,  which  the  celebrated 
Iftruc  4  collefted  from  various  experiments  in  infti- 
uted  hofpitals,  be  confidered,  it  will  evidently  ap~ 
'ear,  that  the  method  of  fumigating,  for  curing  the 
enereal  diieafe,  can  by  no  means  be  preferred  to  other 
ures  attempted  by  crude  mercury  ;  hence  it  is  at  this 
me  exploded,  and  feldom  uled  except  by  cjuackjS, 
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though  (till  the  fumigation  of  cinnabar  may  now  and 
then  be  applied  to  any  determined  place,  fo  as  that 
the  fume  may  touch  a  hard  buboe  in  the  groin,  for 
example,  which  obflinately  refills  fuppurating  re¬ 
medies,  and  dangerous  venereal  ulcers  in  the  nof- 
flrils.  1  have  fometimes  feen  this  tried  by  pru-^ 
dent  phyficians,  yet  by  a  very  weak  dofe.  It  was 
recommended,  as  before  faid,  for  the  cure  of  the 
venereal  difeafe  by  the  fumigations  of  cinnabar,  that 
there  fhould  be  not  lefs  than  half  an  ounce,  nor  yet 
more  than  a  whole  ounce  of  cinnabar,  in  every  dole  ; 
fuch  a  fumigation  was  daily  applied,  and  fometimes 
twice  in  the  day.  The  more  prudent  phyficians, 
who  tried  this  remedy,  only  applied  fifteen  grains 
of  it,  and  repeated  the  fumigation  every  third 
day,  thus  abftaining  two  days  from  it  :  ten  grains 
were  only  applied  to  each  dofe,  when  the  vapour 
was  to  be  attracted  at  the  mouth  and  noftrils,  that 
the  lungs  fhould  not  contract  injury  from  thence. 
Fracaftorius ,*  who  fo  elegantly  defcribed  the  venereal 
difeafe  in  verfe,  pronounced  the  fame  opinion,  thus : 

At  vero  &  partim  durum  eft  me  die  amen,  &  acre. 
Partirn  etiamfallax ,  quo  faucibus  angit  in  ipfis 
Spiritus  elucianfque  animam  vix  continet  re  gram, 

Quo  circa  totum  ad  corpus  nemo  audeat  uti , 
fudice  me  ;  cert  is  fort  aft 'e  erit  utile  membris , 

Qua  papula  informes ,  Chironiaque  ulcera ,  pafeunt. 

But  as  the  venereal  difeafe  chiefly  manifeffs  itfelf 
in  cutaneous  evils,  puftules,  fpots,  and  ulcers,  and 
as  the  phyficians  had  feen  the  remarkable  efficacy 
of  mercury  in  curing  every  foulnefs  of  the  fkin,  it 
is  not  wonderful  that  they  fhould  feek  a  cure  for 
this  new  difeafe,  as  they  were  almofl  all  accuflomed 
to  the  virtue  of  mercury,  whilfi:  other  ufual  methods 
of  curing  difeafes  lcarcely  lightened  this,  and  could 
never  have  cured  it. 

But 
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But  becaufe  mercury  had  been  condemned  by  the 
antient  phyficians,  various  were  the  opinions  of  thole 
who  undertook,  to  cure  this  dileafe,  concernincr  the 
application  of  it,  for  when  they  had  feen  the  efficacy 
of  it  in  fubduing  the  venereal  dileafe,  either  by  an 
external  or  internal  application  j  many  of  them 
would  rather  that  this  difeafe  fhould  be  cad  forth 
by  the  external  ufe  of  it ;  indeed  mercury  fully  af¬ 
fords  fuch  like  effeds  by  whatloever  way  it  enters 
into  the  blood,  and  may  be  moved  with  it  through 
the  veffels  ;  the  humours  are  loofened,  then  o-q  out 
by  various  ways  from  the  body  when  freed,  the 
whole  body  becomes  emaciated,  and,  unlefs  this  re¬ 
medy  be  applied  with  prudence,  the  miferable  pa¬ 
tients  become  fometimes  fo  exhauded  by  it  that  they 
miferably  perifh.  '  1 

It  was  laid,  that  mercury  produced  its  created 
effed  by  falivation,  which  from  it,  by  an  internal  as 
well  as  by  an  external  application  of  it,  equally  en- 
fues,  as  is  known  to  all  men  ;  for  a  great  quantity  of 
foetid  acrid  faliva,  which  often  corrodes  the  internal 
parts  of  the  bones,  flows  out  in  an  almod  conti¬ 
nued  dream  from  the  mouth  :  like  wife,  as  the  faii- 
vation  begins,  there  is  a  great  change  obferved  in 
venereal  ulcers,  whofe  colour  and  corruption  are 
much  amended  ;  the  head-ache,  and  nodurnal  pains 
are  diminifhed  ;  the  pudules,  and  foul  fpots  of  the 
Ikin  all-  gradually  difappear.  Fracaftorius  feigns  a 
miferable  young  man,  infeded  with  a  cruel  Lues,  to 
have  humbly  prayed  to  arrive  at  the  mod  internal 
bowels  of  the  earth,  and  whilft  accompanied  and 
guided  by  a  nymph  ;  that  he  every  where  there  had 
leen  lacus ,  late  undantes ,  liquidocgue  fluent es  argento  : 

“  wide  lakes  flowing  with  waves  of  liquid  filyerd* 
The  nymph  then  tells  the  patient : 


Argenti  ter  font e  falubri 
Perfundit,  ter  virgineis  dat  flumina  palmis 
Membra  fuper,  juvenem  toto  ter  cor  pore  luftrat , 
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Miranlem  exuvias  turpes ,  &  labe  maligna 

Exulos  arcus,  pejtemque  fub  amne  r  elide  am 

Whilft  the  patients  are  fo  rejoiced  that  the  obftr- 
nacy  of  the  difeafe  yields  to  the  falivation,  they  very 
courageoufly  fuffer  the  moleftations  of  it,  which  are 
not  indeed  light. 

But  after  that  youth  had  been  cured  by  the  quick- 
filver  bath,  he  returned  from  the  fhades  of  darknefs 
to  wifh’d-for  day. 

Accept t  nova  fama  fide m,  pcpulofque  per  omnes 
Prodiit  hand  fallax  medicamen ,  coeptaque  primum 
Mifceri  ar gent  0  fluit anti  axungia  pore a. 

He  moreover  enumerates  various  remedies  which 
are  ufually  added  to  the  mercurial  ointments,  and 
advifes,  that  the  whole  body,  except  the  head,  belly, 
and  parts  about  the  heart,  are  to  be  anointed  01 
rubbed  with  it  ;  he  alfo  orders  the  body  to  be  co¬ 
vered  up  with  much  bed-cloaths  to  create  fweat: 
then  adds, 

Haec  tibi  b  if  querns  fafis  eft  iterajfe  diehus ; 

Durum  erit,  at  quidquid  tulerit  res  ipfa,  ferendum  eft . 
Jude  animis,  tibi  cert  a  falusjtans  limine  in  ipfo 
Signa  dabit.  liqiufafia  mail  excrement  a  videbis 
AJfidue  fputo  immundo fluit  are  per  ora, 

Et  largum  ante  pedes  tabi  mirabere  flumen. 

Ora  tamenfoeda  erodent  utcufcula  .... 

Some-  have  thought  that  the  ftench  proceeding 
from  the  faliva  of  patients,  in  the  time  of  falivation. 
was  caufed  by  the  foetid  virus  of  the  venereal  dif 
eafe,  and  the  humours  it  had  corrupted,  as  the) 
were  by  this  outlet  expelled  from  the  body.  .  The) 
were  confirmed  in  that  opinion  from  beholding  tht 

'  •  lips 
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lips,  cheeks,  palate,  and  even  the  tongue  fometimes 
deeply  corroded  by  the  acrimony  of  the  faliva,  which 
walked  or  moiftened  all  the  inward  parts  of  the 
mouth.  It  is  certain,  that  fome  have  perifhed, 
whilft  it  was  thought  by  quacks,  that  the  whole  dif- 
order  was  carried  away  from  the  body  with  this  fa¬ 
liva  ;  hence  they  daringly  raifed  enormous  faliva- 
tions,  yet  not  without  danger  of  fuffocation,  or 
protracting  the  fpittingi  until  the  patients  were  en¬ 
tirely  exhaufted. 

But  it  is  certain,  and  hath  been  proved  by  many 
experiments,  that  even  the  moft  found  perfons,  who 
never  could*  have  been  fufpected  to  have  contracted 
a  venereal  virus,  have  fallen  into  a  falivation  by  an 
imprudent  external  or  internal  application  of  mer¬ 
cury,  and  have  alfo  difcharged  a  very  foetid  faliva* 
in  as  large  quantities  as  thole  who  were  affeCted  with, 
the  worft  venereal  difeafe,  and  underwent  a  faliva¬ 
tion  for  the  cure  of  it.  George  Dordonus ,  a  phyfi- 
:ian  of  Placentia,  has  oppofed  this  error,  and  proved 
alfo,  that  a  falivation  in  found  men  will  follow  an 
imprudent  ufe  of  mercury  :  he  fays,  Sibi  multoties , 
’n  componendo  talia  medicamenta ,  tantam  bumiditatem 
zb  ore  refudaffey  ut  fibi  fummo  faftidio  ejj'et :  “  that 
IC  he  had  often  fpit  fo  much  in  compounding  fuch 
;c  medicines,  that  it  was  exceffively  loathfome  to 
*  him.”  * 

Some  have  attempted  to  provoke  the  dux  of  a 
Salivation  by  acrid  lialagogues,  without  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  any  mercurial  remedies,  in  order  to  cure 
:he  venereal  difeafe  *,  but  a  cure  never  fucceeded  by 
hat  method.  Mercury  is  required  for  curing  the 
/enereal  difeafe,  and  a  falivation  in  confequence 
hereof,  certainly  denotes  the  medicinal  power  of  the 
nercury  brought  into  aCtion  *,  but  it  does  not  from 

X  2  hence 
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hence  follow,  that  the  venereal  virus  is  expelled  from 

the  body  by  the  falivation.  .  r 

For  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  tne  infefted  have  fome- 
times  been  cured  of  the  venereal  difeafe  by  the  repeated 
life  of  mercury,  though  no  falivation  eniued :  yet  t  e 
celebrated  Jfiruc*  judges  fuch  patients  to  be  perteftiy 
cured  and  congratulates  them,  quod  HHs  datum  fit,  rara 
fatis  felicitate,  abfque  tredio  &  periculo  falivationis ,  at¬ 
one  adeo  tutiufque  commodiufque ,  *  Verier eo  morho  con - 
lalefcere  :  “  that  they  have  been  happy  enough  to 
4C  obtain  a  cure  without  the  tedioulnefs  and  danger  or 
«  a  falivation,  by  both  a  fafer  and  more  commodious 
*c  method.55  But  as  fuch  patients  are  ever  appre- 
henfive  that  the  cruel  contagion  Fill  lurks  in  the 
body,  fomewhat  palliated  but  not  totally  deltroyed, 
he  encourages  fuch  patients  by  the  following  words  ; 
veritou,  ne,  defettu  falivationis ,  curatio  quoque  dejec - 
turafit  *,  acfi  feminium  morbofum  prcfligari  nGnpcjjit, 
Tiifi  for  as  exterminetur  :  u  afraid  that  there  can  be  no 
st  cure  without  a  lalivation,  as  if  the  feeds  of  the  dii- 
4C  eafe  cannot  be  extirpated  except  they  are  expelled 
**  through  that  outlet.55  That  he  therefoie  may  rid 
fuch  unhappy  patients  from  ail  their  fears,  hefaither 
adds.  Sane,  cum  morbus  ille  contrahatur  abfque  ullo  hu¬ 
mor  e  confpicuo,  qui  intro  fubeat ,  mquaquam  mirum  vi- 
deri  debet,  Ji  perfettam  curationem  recipere  poffit,  fine  . 
manifejta  ullius  humoris  evacuations .  _  Adde  porro,  de- 
feftum  falivationis  plerumque  fuppleri  alvifufione,  diu- 
reji,  fudatione ,  vel  faltem  infenjibili  perfpiratione  3  qure 
Jingultf  evacuationes  defckntis  falivationis  vicar  ire  eje 
foleilt  .*  Truly,  as  this  dileale  maw  be  conti adtedl 
without  any  cordpicuous  humour  which  may  have 
«  penetrated  the  internal  parts,  it  ought  by  no  means 
to  be  looked  upon  as  wonderful,  if  it  can  receivej 
44  a  perfect  cure  without  the  manifeft  evacuation  of 
54  any  humour:  moreover  add,  that  the  want  or  a 

44  falivation  is  iuppiied  tor  the  moil  part  by  copious 

46  fbools. 
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<c  ftools*  urine,  waiting,  fweating,  or  at  leaft  by  an 
44  infenfible  perfpiration ;  for  every  one  of  thefe  eva- 
44  cuations  is  accuftomed  to  fupply  the  defeat  of  a 
44  falivation.”  *  Whilft  I  attentively  examined  all 
the  circumftanc.es  which  happen  in  venereal  ulcers, 
after  mercury  has  been  applied  to  raife  a  falivation, 
1  manifeftly  faw  the  bottoms  of  thefe  ulcers  cleanfed, 
the  ftoughs  feparated,  and  the  lips  of  them,  which 
were  before  of  a  livid  or  a  deep  purple  colour,  put 
on  their  natural  hue.  Thole  racking  nodturnal 
pains,  which  aftefted  the  patient's  joints  and  bones, 
were  mitigated  before  the  falivation  began.  I  then 
ferioufty  began  to  think,  as  thefe  iigns  taught  that 
the  mercury  had  already  adlecl  efficacioufiy  upon 
this  difeafe,  whether  it  might  not  be  poftible  to  cure 
the  venereal  difeafe  without  a  falivation,  provided, 
the  patient  was  kept  in  the  fame  date  for  fome  length 
of  time  *,  and  alfo  whether  the  fame  effect  might  not 
be  obtained  by  a  far  lefs  quantity  of  mercury  than 
is  required  for  exciting  a  falivation.  We  have  be¬ 
fore  feen  the  quantity mercury,  contained  in  thirty 
grains  of  burnt  cinnabar,  prove  diffident  to  bring  on 
a  falivation,  and  difturb  the  body  all  over  in  a  won¬ 
derful  manner,  when  ufed  by  way  of  fumigation. 

I  have  been  daggered  at  the  opinions  of  men, 
excellently  well  {killed  in  the  art,  who  have  dated 
the  admirable  adtion  of  mercury,  as  dependent  on 
its  great  divifibility  and  weight.  Argentum  vivum 
enim ,  quacumque  via  immiftum  fianguini  vitali ,  quum 
fit  fianguine  ipfio  decies  &  ter  ponder  ojius ,  agetur , 
vi  cordis ,  £s?  arteriarum  contradlione ,  tanto  majore 
impetu  in  compagem  fianguinis ,  ut  earn  penitus  de- 
Jiruat ,  globos  rubros  refiolvat ,  fierofias  flavas  immi- 
nuat  fipbarulas ,  reliquajque  etiam  partes  ejufidem  in 
minutijjimas  frangat,  &  ita  in  laticem  fiubtilem ,  pu- 
tridum ,  'vajis  exeunt em >  convertat.  Sed  &  notum  eft , 
element  a  argenti  vivi  incredibiliter  exigua  agnofici , 

X  3  utique 
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utique  globis  ferofs  fanguinis  longe  tenuiora  5  fane ,  dum 
pores  cutis ,  intada  virtute ,  ingreditur ,  cognofcitur , 
y/W  dementis  majoribus  fanguinis  longe  fit  penetrabi- 
lius.  Dim  vero  in  meatus  denfffimi  corporum ,  iftrir, 
facile  fe  infinuat ,  ipyh  mag  is,  divifs 

in  tenuiiatem  particulis  conftare ,  colligitur  •,  //V*/,  <2/- 
iradione  ingenita  fuarum  partium ,  certum  gradum 

tenacitahs  fe  colllgat .  Dandem  &  maxime  immutabile 
hoc  ipfum  foffde  videmus ,  omniumque  forte  corporum 
cognitorum  minime  rodens ,  Quibus  fane 

cundis  rite  expenfis ,  apparet  vera  vis ,  W  expug - 
nandum  hoc  malum  folus  ejfcax ,  fuffciens  folus ,  Mer- 
cunus  habetur  :*  *4  For  mercury,  by  whatfoever  way 
44  mixed  with  the  blood,  as  it  is  thirteen  times  heavier 
64  than  the  blood,  will  be  aduated  by  the  force  of 
64  the  heart,  and  the  contraction  of  the  arteries, 
44  with  fo  great  an  impetuoufity  on  the  cohefion 
44  of  the  blood,  that  it  may  totally  deftroy  it,  dif- 
44  folve  the  red  globules,  diminifh  the  yellow  lerous 
44  little  fpheres,  and  break  the  reft  of  its  fubftance 
•*4  into  moil  minute  particles,  and  fo  convert  them 
44  into  a  fubtile  putrid  fanies  flowing  out  from  the 
44  veflfels.  But  it  is  alfo  known,  that  the  elements 
44  of  quickfilver  are  acknowledged  to  be  fo  incre- 
44  dibly  irnall,  that  they  are  far  fmaller  than  the 
44  ferous  globules  of  the  blood  j  truly,  when  it  en- 
44  ters  the  pores  of  the  fldn  in  its  full  power,  it  is 
44  known,  that  it  is  far  more  penetrable  than  the 
44  greater  elements  of  the  blood  ;  but  fince  it  infi- 
44  nuates  itfelf  into  the  pores  of  gold,  the  tnoft  co n- 
44  denfed  of  all  bodies,  even  more  readily  than  aqua 
*4  fortis,  it  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  confift  of 
C4  moft  minute  particles,  though  it  may  colled  itfelf  tp 
44  a  certain  degree  of  tenacity,  by  the  natural  attrac- 
tion  of  its  parts  1  and,  finally,  we  obferve  this 
foflll  infinitely  immutable,  and  perhaps  the  leaft 
t?  corrofiye  or  acrid  of  all  known  bodies.  All  which 
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cc  being  rightly  confidered,  a  fpecific  power  of  van- 
“  quiffiing  this  difeafe  appears  in  mercury,  which  is 
“  lolely  efficacious,  andfolely  accounted  lufficientfor 

this  intention/5 

This  fimple  and  ingenious  explication  of  the  pro¬ 
perties  of  quickfilver  by  Boerhaave ,  has  given  uni- 
verial  fatisfa&ion  :  hence  I  was  willing  to  tranfcribe 
the  pafiage  in  his  own  words,  that  the  fenfe  might 
^be  no  ways  changed  ;  yet  permit  me  to  propole 
thofe  difficulties  I  labour  'under,  in  believing  that 
the  efficacy  of  mercury  on  the  human  body  can  be 
accounted  for,  by  its  gravity  and  divffibility  only. 

In  the  chapter  on  cbjlruhUons ,  in  Seel.  135,  No.  4, 
thofe  remedies  which  diffolve  obitructions  bred  in 
the  body  by  attenuating  the  concretions  have  been 
already  treated  of,  therefore  it  will  not  be  ufelefs  to 
recall  thofe  circumftances  here  to  memory  which  con¬ 
cern  the  adlion  of  mercurial  remedies. 

Pitcairn  dates,  that  the  foie  gravity  of  quickfilver 
is  fufficient  to  explain  its  admirable  effects ;  nay,  he 
boldly  adds,  that  gold  reduced  into  a  form  capable 
of  being  mixed  with  the  blood,  will  contain  a  power 
proportionable  to  its  weight,  and  will  excel  all  other 
.  medicines  as  much  in  virtue  as  it  does  in  gravity. 

But  can  it  be  explained  by  the  weight  of  quick- 
diver,  why  the  humours  diffolved  by  its  force  are 
difeharged  through  the  falival  dudts,,  rather  than 
through  any  other  parts  of  the  body  ? 

Befides,  the  mercurial  preparations  fold  in  the  ffiops,, 
given  in  frnall  quantity,  djfplay  all  the  effects  which 
enlue  in  confequence  of  the  adminiftration  of  a  much 
larger  quantity  of  crude  mercury.  A  quack  ufed  red 
precipitate,  which  he  formed  into  pills,  one  of  which 
being  given,  the  body  was  totally  diftiirbed  and  ve¬ 
hemently  agitated,  fo  that  having  given  fuch  a  dofe 
to  a  weak  man,  he  fent  him  from  among  the  living 
the  fame  day  before  dinner- time.*  Does  it  appear 

X  4  *  likely® 
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likely,  that  mercury  excites  fuch  disturbances  by  its 
excefiive  gravity,  fince  a  faiivation  is  excited  by- 
white  precipitate,  or  mercurius  dulcis,  which  are  of 
a  far  milder  nature  ?  Can  mercury,  when  in  the  hu¬ 
man  body,  be. extricated  from  thence  and  affume  its 
natural  form,  as  that  cannot  be  obtained  by  art,  ex¬ 
cept  by  means  of  a  very  fierce  fire,  and  by  an  ad¬ 
dition  of  fuch  medicines  as  powerfully  attract  the 
acid  united  to  the  quickfilver,  fo  that  a  few  grains 
of  mercury  may  return  to  their  priftine  form,  from 
which  fuch  an  effect  cannot  be  expeded  ? 

Indeed  it  is  ufually  faid,  that  the  mercurial  faline 
globules,  loaded  with  faline  fpicuke,  by  their  metallic 
weight,  united  to  the  moll  concentrated  acid,  are 
capable  of  dividing  all  concretions  which  they  meet 
with,  in  a  far  greater  degree  than  crude  mercury  alone 
can  effed ;  but  when  the  mercury  is  diffolved  in 
fpirits  of  nitre,  it  is  precipitated  by  pouring  thereon 
a  folution  of  fea  fait,  then  it  is  repeatedly  wafhed 
with  water,  and  the  powder  that  remains  at  the  bottom 
of  the  veifel  becomes  very  mild  and  almoft  infipjd, 
yet  twenty  grains,  and  even  a  lefs  quantity  of  it,  given 
in  divided  doles,  are  fometimes  fufHcient  to  caufe  a 
faiivation. 

But  another  power  lurks  in  the  quickfilver  which 
feems  fo  mild  and  gentle  ;  for,  without  any  other  ad¬ 
dition,  being  beaten  in  a  glafs  mortar,  it  produces 
a  foft  fine  black  powder  of  an  acrid  metallic  tafle, 
much  like  that  of  copper.  Quick-filver  rendered 
excefiive  pure,  by  fixty-one  diflillations,  afforded  a 
greater  quantity  of  fuch  a  powder :  but  quickfilver 
alfo  inclofed  in  glafs  velfels  of  a  conical  form,  and 
with  broad  bottoms,  hermetically  fealed,  and  then 
expofed  for  many  months  to  a  heat  of  180  degrees, 
produced  a  powder  fimilar  in  every  quality  to  this. 
From  a  iimple  diftillation  of  quickfilver  in  a  clean 
glafs  retort,  a  red  powder  was  produced,  which  was 
Jhining,  very  brittle,  and  of  a  moil  acrid  metallic 
fmdlj  extremely  naufeous  to  the  tafle,  and  fo  pene- 
Vs'  ‘  •  ''  ’  trating. 
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t rating,  that  its  tafte  could  hardly  be  got  out  of" the 
mouth  ;  it  ltrongly  difturbed  the  human  body  a  long 
time,  as  it  increafed  all  the  different  excretions  ;  yet 
thele  powders  fo  acrid,  and  which  fo  greatly  ruffled 
the  whole  body,  without  the  addition  of  any  other 
matter  were  produced  from  pure  mercury,  either  by 
mechanical  triture,  or  by  a  heat  twice  greater  than 
that  of  a  healthy  body ;  and  what  is  wonderful, 
t'hofe  powders  which  were  difliiled  in  the  retorts 
were,  by  the  heat  of  a  fcrong  fire,  changed  into 
quickfilver  again,  except  a  few  grains  only  which 
remained  fixed  at  the  bottom  of  the  retort. 

Does  the  efficacy  of  quickfilver  therefore  depend 
upon  the  common  nature  or  quality  of  all  bodies, 
or  does  it  not  rather  depend  upon  the  lingular  pro¬ 
perty  of  its  own  nature,  which  is  only  to  be  known 
by  experiments,  and  ought  to  be  attributed  thereto  ? 
Has  it  ever  been  manifefted,  by  any  experiment, 
that  gold,  though  much  weightier  than  quickfilver, 
has  produced  fimilar  effe&s  in  the  body,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  greater  fpecific  gravity  ?  Who  ever 
law  a  falivation  brought  on  by  gold  r  When  gold  is 
difiolved  in  aqua  regia,  by  an  efflufion  of  fait  of 
tartar  it  is  precipitated  ;  being  then  often  waffled 
with  hot  water,  a  calx  of  gold  remains,  which  has 
acquired  fuch  force,  that  it  is  by  a  little  more  heat 
difploded  with  a  loud  report.  Quickfilver  treated 
in  the  fame  manner  produces  a  calx  which  can  bear 
great  heat  without  any  exploiion,  vyliilft,  it  again  re¬ 
turns  to  its  priiline  form. 

Befid.es,  it  is  to  be  obferyed,  that  metallic  bodies 
» •  n  d if  adf  in  the  human  body,  unlefs  they  are 

firit  diffolved  m  their  menftrua,  and  fo  rendered 
fluid.  As  quickfilver  is  of  its  own  nature  a  fluid, 
it  can  enter  the  veffels  of  the  body  and  be  mixed  with 
the  circulating  humours  without  any  other  mixture; 
and  as  it  is  not  malleable  like  other  metals,  many 
believed  it  was  an  impropriety  to  call  it  a  metal, 
and  would  rather  call  it  a  metallic  water ;  but  all 

other 
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other  metals,  when  they  are  diffolved  in  menftrua 
produce  a  new  compoiition,  from  the  mdtal  and  men- 
ftrua  joined  together,  in  which  are  found  medicina' 
properties  which  pre-exilled  neither  in  the  diffolvem 
menftruum,  nor  in  the  diffolved  metal,  but  from  the 
union  of  both  frefti  virtues  are  produced,  which 
could  neither  be  forefeen  from  the  common  laws  oi 
all  bodies,  nor  can  be  explained  by  them.  ✓ 

It  is  not  proper  to  dwell  more  extenfively  upon 
this  fubjed  here.  5 The  Chapter  on  Chemical  Menftruas  * 
merits  attention  ,  for  there  many  very  ufeful  obfer- 
vations,  as  well  concerning  the  adion  of  menftruas, 
as  of  the  new  medicinal  powers  produced  between 
them  and  divers  bodies,  in  conlequence  of  their 
union  with  each  other,  are  contained. 

It  is  fufficient  for  a  phyfician  to  know,  how  crude 
mercury  ads  when  applied  to  the  human  body, 
though  he  knows  not  by  what  manner  it  may  ad. 
I  have  found  the  fame  difficulty  in  determining  the 
manner  in  which  other  remedies  work  upon  the  hu¬ 
man  body :  I  have  read  many  authors  who  have 
wrote  on  the  powers  of  medicines,  and  have  indeed 
learned  many  excellent  things  from  thence  concern¬ 
ing  the  ufe  and  various  applications  of  remedies  ; 
but  I  never  could  clearly  underftand,  why  Rhubarb 
fhould  purge  by  ftool,  or,  why  Opium  ffiould  occa- 
fion  fleep :  no  man  of  reputation  will  refufe  to  make  a 
iincere  confeffion  of  his  own  ignorance. 

Thofe  arguments,  therefore,  being  laid  afide,  the 
method  and  way  whereby  quickfiiver  can  be  fafely 
applied  to  the  human  body,  for  efficacioufly  curing 
the  venereal  difeafe,  merit  our  confideration. 

It  is  known,  that  men,  famous  in  this  art,  have 
been  divided  in  opinion  concerning  the  method  of 
curing  the  venereal  difeafe  by  quickfiiver  :  fome 
have  recommended  the  external  ufe  of  it ;  others 
made  their  patients  take  it  crude,  or  fome  remedies 
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prepared  from  it  by  art.  It  is  no  wonder,  that 
many  dreaded  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury,  for  it 
was  condemned  as  a  deadly  poifon  by  the  antient 
phyficians,  as  was  before  laid,  in  Sed.  135,  4. 
Diofcorides  condemns  it  becaufe  it  corrodes  the  in¬ 
terior  parts  by  its  gravity.  Pliny  calls  it  the  vo¬ 
mica.  of  eternal  liquor,  and  the  poifon  of  all  things; 
from  whence  he  alfo  Hates,  that  the  ufe  of  red  lead 
(cinnabar)  in  medicine,  is  a  rafh  undertaking,  as 
quickfilver  is  boiled  from  it.  Galen  treats  but  little 
about  mercury,  for  he  acknowledges,  he  had  no 
experience  of  its  effed,  neither  internally  nor  exter¬ 
nally  applied  ;  but  as  the  more  modem  Greek  phyli- 
ficians  followed  Galen’s  rules  in  almoH  all  matters, 
hence  the  ufe  of  crude  mercury  in  medicine  was 
hardly  ever  prefcribed  by  thefe  alfo.  The  Arabians 
recommended  the  external  ufe  of  mercury  for  curing 
cutaneous  difeafes. 

But  after  the  venereal  difeafe  had  fpread  through 
Europe,  the  ufe  of  mercury  was  tried,  that  the 
phyficians  might  encounter  that  new  difeafe  by  an 
unufual  remedy  ;  nor  did  they  only  apply  it  exter¬ 
nally  but  internally  alfo.  The  celebrated  Afiruc  * 
believes  Petrus  Andreas  Matthiolus  to  have  been  the 
Brit  who  attempted  to  cure  the  venereal  difeafe  by 
an  internal  application  of  red  precipitate.  Joannes 
de  Vigo  and  Nicholas  Majfa ,  were  acquainted  with, 
this  remedy,  having  experienced  its  efficacy  in  cu¬ 
ring  ulcers,  on  which  they  fprinkled  that  powder; 
but  it  is  proved  by  many  obfervations  in  the  lame 
place,  that  it  is  very  likely,  that  they  were  contented 
with  the  foie  external  ufe  of  this  remedy.  But  Mat- 
thiolusN  after  having  defcribed  the  preparation  of 
red  precipitate  exadtly,  orders  it  to  be  walked  with 
plantain  and  forrel  water,  then  prepared  pearls,  and 
a  little  Jacinth  Hone  being  added,  with  forge 

-  fbrigs 

*  Be  Morbis  Vener.  Lib.  II.  C$p.  VII.  p.  126 „ 
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fprigs  of  the  herb  motherwort  *,  he  gave  five  grain 
of  this  preparation  with  twenty  grains  of  the  elefr 
conciliatoris  formed  into  five  pills,  which  were  to  b 
taken  an  hour  before  break  of  day,  after  which  th 
patient  was  to  remain  five  hours  in  bed.  Bren. 
( mihi  crede)  Gallici  dolores  hoc  catapotio  elidentur 
pituita  etiam ,  atrabilis ,  vomitu ,  nec  non  alvi  dt 

jeffione,  evanefcent :  “  The  venereal  pains  are  (be 
*c  lieve  me)  deftroyed  in  a  fhort  time  by  thefe  pill: 
«  as  alfo  the  black  bile  and  phlegm,  all  vanilh  b 
«  vomiting  and  (tool.”  But  he  fo  confided  in  th 
force  of  this  powder,  that  he  exhibited  five  c 
fix  grains  of  this  remedy  alfo  in  other  obftinate  di 
eafes,  and  indeed  with  fuccefs  too. 

Crude  mercury  was  afterwards  applied  .  in  th 
form  of  pills,  with  fome  purging  remedies  all 
added  to  them  ;  fuch  were  the  pills  of  Barbarojfi 
fo  called  from  that  famous  king  oT  Algiers,  an 
prefident  in  maritime  affairs  among  the  Turks 
thefe  pills  confided  of  crude  mercury  with  rhubar 
and  diagridium :  a  twentieth  part  of  wb eaten  floi 
was  added,  with  ambergreafe  and  mufk,  which,  tc 
gether,  equalled  the  weight  of  the  flower  ;  fror 
whence  this  mats  exhaled  a  powerful  fragrance  ;  tb 
whole  was  formed  into  a  mafs,  with  the  juice  c 
lemons,  of  which  a  pill,  the  bi^nefs  of  a  fmall  pe: 
was  daily  given,  in  the  evening  before  fupper,  bi 
icarcely  four  grains  of  mercury  were  contained  i 
that  pill  *  Many  other  forms  of  thefe  pills  may  t 
ieen  f  which  agree  with  each  other  in  containin 
quickfilver  and  the  juice  of  lemons  fo  long  beate 
up  together,  donee  taliter  fuer it  extinEliim,  ut  ampin 
internofet  non  pojjit  .*  u  until  it  had  been  in  fuch 
«  manner  killed,  that  the  globules  could  be  diftir 
«  guifhed  no  longer.”  Many  different  purging  ii 

<^redients  occur  in  thefe  various  recipes,  and  alfo 
0  le 

>  '  ♦  Iff  I 

*  Aftruc  de  Morbls  Venereis  Lib.  II.  Cap.  VII.  p.  i?7t 
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lefs  quantity  of  the  ambergreafe  and  mufk  there  is 
one  only  which  admits  no  purging  ingredient. 

The  celebrated  AJiruc  *  in  another  place  fays, 
that  fuch-like  pills  are  even  to  this  day  cried  up  as 
a  panacea  for  almoft  all  difeafes,  and  are  recom¬ 
mended  as  a  fecret  fpecific  remedy  for  curing  the 
venereal  difeafe,  under  the  title  of  the  pills. 

•  Bellofte ,  who  lived  in  this  age,  and  acquired  great 
fame  in  the  art  of  lurgery,  particularly  by  his  trea- 
tife,  entitled,  Le  Chirurgien  d’Hopital ,  of  which  there 
have  been  many  editions  fince  its  firft  publication  in 
Paris,  in  the  year  1695.  To  this  little  bookhefub- 
joined  another,  which  was  publifhed  at  Paris  in  the 
year  1724,  under  the  title  of  Suite  du  Chirurgien 
d'Hopital^  &c.  in  the  firft  difiertation  of  which  he 
entirely  employed  his  difcourle  in  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  fome  mercurial  pills  he  fold  ;  but  he  care¬ 
fully  concealed  their  compofition,  that  he  might  re¬ 
lieve  inopem  familia  Jure  conditioncm ,  quam ,  ini  quit  ate 
temporum ,  fortunis  omnibus  everfam  ejje  queritur , 
quam  fperat  fujlentatum  iri  pilulas  Juas  venditando  ; 
u  the  indigence  of  his  family,  which  he  bemoans, 
“  as  having  been  deprived  of  their  eftate  by  the  ini- 
“  quity  of  the  times,  and  which  he  hopes  to  raife 
“  to  its  former  condition  by  the  fale  of  his  pills.’3' 
That  fame  hope  or  intention  of  gain,  is  always  the 
origin  of  an  arcanum  ;  yet  it  is  not  denied,  that  his 
pills  confifted  of  crude  mercury  mixed  with  fome 
cathartics  which  operate  gently  by  ftool  :  hence  it 
appears,  that  Bellofte’s  pills  differed  not  much  in  vir¬ 
tue  from  thofe  called  Barbarofta’s  pills  ;  it  is  eafy 
to  change  the  flavour  and  fcent  in  iuch-like  compo¬ 
fition  s ;  any  one  can  at  will  add  this  or  that  draftic 
or  milder  purging  remedy,  and  augment  or  diminifti 
the  quantity  of  mercury,  lo  that  any  novice  in  phar¬ 
macy  is  capable  of  inventing  noftrums :  hence  thefe 
vaft  crops,  which  commonly  fpring  up  every  year  in 

the 
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the  greater  cities  ;  and  as  Toon  as  a  flranger  arrives* 
of  an  age  adapted  to  the  Paphian  games, 

Porrigitur  turpi  charta  pudenda  manu , 
tc  A  fhameful  bill  fprings  from  a  filthy  hand,5* 

which  fets  forth  the  hyperbolical  powers  of  this  or 
that  fecret  remedy  for  curing  the  venereal  difeafe  in 
pompous  words. 

But  as  thefe  quacks  fometimes  deceived  the  vain 
hope  of  the  credulous  vulgar  with  unaflive  reme¬ 
dies,  fome  others,  flill  worie,  at  a  hazard  gave  them 
mercurial  remedies  internally,  which  were  indeed 
efficacious,  but  dangerous  alfo,  when  not  admini- 
ftered  under  the  care  and  infpection  of  a  fkilful  and 
prudent  phyfician  :  many  difafters  have  happened, 
and  hence  the  moil  part  of  mankind  were  ftruck 
with  horror  at  the  chemical  preparations  of  mer¬ 
cury  ;  and  the  profeflion  were  more  willing  that  the 
cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe  fliould  be  effayed  by  an 
external  ufe  of  mercury,  as  they  believed  that  me¬ 
thod  to  be  the  fafefl :  they  therefore  extolled  it 
highly.  -  K- 

The  celebrated  Aftruc  f  makes  ufe  of  many  ar¬ 
guments  to  prove,  that  thefe  rough  preparations  of 
mercury,  by  their  faline  fpiculse  injure  the  Itomach, 
lungs,  bowels,  and  all  the  other  vifcera  and  foft  parts 
of  the  body  ♦,  fo  that  the  ufe  of  them  is  never  clearly 
inoffenfive.  But  who  ever  law  thefe  fpiculae  in  mer¬ 
curial  preparations  ?  yet  upon  this  account  he  orders 
almoft  all  mercurial  precipitates  to  be  abflained 
from,  as  they  create  immoderate  vomiting  and  pur¬ 
ging,  weaken  the  ftomach,  nay,  often  corrode  it. 

When  quickfilver  is  diffolved  in  an  acid,  and  is 
freed  from  its  union  therewith  by  an  effufion  of 
fome  other  falts,  there  falls  a  kind  of  powder  to  the 
bottom  of  the  veffel,  which  is  edulcorated  by  re¬ 
peated 

4  Be  Morbis  Venereis,  Lib.  II.  Cap.  IX.  p.  147,  148. 
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peated  lotions,  and  is  kept  in  the  ffiops.  Is  it  likely, 
that  all  thefe  little  fpiculae,  of  which  only  he  was  fo 
fearful,  Hill  remain  in  fuch  a  mercurial  preparation  * 
When  quickfilver  is  boiled  in  a  glafs  veffel,  with  the 
acrid  acid  oil  of  vitriol,  until  it  becomes  dry,  there 
remains  a  faline  mafs  at  the  bottom,  compofed  of 
the  vitriolic  acid,  united  with  the  mercury;  but  the 
union  between  the  acid  and  the  mercury  is  fo  weak, 
that  pure  water  being  poured  thereon,  it  immedi¬ 
ately  falls  to  the  bottom  of  the  velfel  in  the  form  of 
a  yellow  powder,  by  the  chemifts  called  turbith  mi¬ 
neral^  which  is  edulcorated  by  repeated  waffiino- ; 
and,  in  certain  places,  this  powder  is  freed  from  all 
its  adherent  acid,  by  the  accenfion  of  fpirit  of  wine 
poured  on  it :  yet  this  produces  a  very  efficacious 
remedy  for  curing  of  venereal  warts,  as  was  before 
mentioned,  in  Se£t.  1463,  and  do  thefe  faline  fpiculi© 
remain  here  alfo  ? 

IN  or  does  he  condemn  thefe  mercurial  preparations 
in  a  manner  as  if  they  were  altogether  injurious,  but 
only  difapproves  of  them  as  but  of  little  efficacy  in 
fubduing  the  venereal  difeafe,  becaufe  they  exert  fo 
(light  a  power  in  the  blood,  and  on  the  virus  mixed 
therewith  :  he  alfo  remarks,  that  the  atoms  of  mer¬ 
curial  preparations,  when  they  at  length  arrive  at  the 
mafs  of  blood  are  full  of  acid  fpiculse,  which  but  faint¬ 
ly,  (lowly,  and  fparingly  reaffume  the  natural  form 
of  mercury,  fo  that  they ,  can  have  but  little  efficacy 
in  fubduing  the  virus  of  the  venereal  difeafe.  But 
the  celebrated  author  *  Jays  it  down  for  a  certainty, 
that  all  the  power  of  mercury  depends  upon  that 
form  by  which  it  is  divifible  into  infinitely  fmall  par¬ 
ticles,  every  one  of  which  readily  affumes  a  globular 
form. 

But  I  think  I  have  by  the  preceding  arguments 
demonflrated,  that  the  admirable  efficacy  of  quick- 
filver  depends  in  no  manner  upon  its  fpecific  gra- 

Pv:P:’'  '  'V  V--  vit^ 
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vity,  and  the  fpherical  figure  which  mercury,  divided 
into  the  mod  minute  atoms,  always  retains.  Mer¬ 
cury  by  trituration  alone,  or  digeftion,  lofes  its  fphe¬ 
rical  form,  and  is  changed  into  a  powder  of  an  acrid 
metallic  flavour,  which  vehemently  and  for  a  long 
time  difturbs  the  human  body  when  taken  in  fmali 
doles  j  and  that  fame  powder,  being  expofed  to  a 
•ftrong  fire,  is  changed  into  quickfilver  again,  no  way 
acrid,  and  is  equally,  nay,  more  fluid  than  before 
the  procefs. 

1  readily  agree,  that  mercurial  preparations  will 
never  revivify  in  the  human  body  ^  for  I  never 
believed  that  to  be  pofiible ;  as  it  is  certain,  from 
numerous  and  repeated  experiments,  that  to  ef- 
fett  this,  a  far  greater  heat  is  required  than  can1 
ever  poflibly  exifi:  in  any  living  body  :  but  it  can¬ 
not  therefore  be  concluded,  that  thefe  fame  prefn 
parations  have  not  fufficient  efficacy  to  cure  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe ;  for  it  can  be  proved  by  direct  expe¬ 
riments,  that  this  may  be  accompfifhed  by  jjhe  life 
of  thefe  preparations  ;  and  that  whatever  is  to  be  ex- 
petted  from  mercurial  unttions,  may  alfo  with  reafon 
be  expetted  from  them. 

A  falivation  is  expetted  to  happen  in  confequence 
of  mercurial  frittions,  by  all  who  advife  the  exter¬ 
nal  application,  and  condemn  the  internal  ufe  oi 
crude  mercury,  and  its  preparations.  The  celebrated 
Afiruc  *  lays  down  ti\e  following  as  a  general  prac¬ 
tical  axiom  :  Compertum  eft  experientia ,  Mer curium 
exftirpand<s  Lui  Venerea  parem  ejje,  quo  tie  5  legit  imum 
ptyalijmum  movet ,  &c.  Errant ,  igitur ,  qui  putant. 
falivationem  in  curanda  hue  cane  pejus  angue  vi- 
tandam  ejfe ,  ideoque  in  eo  toti  funt ,  ut  parcijfimas  ra- 
riftimafque  fridliones  adbibeant.  Sic  enim  operam  lit 
dunt  fuam ,  fuofque  deludunt  agrot antes.  Nec  multi 
levius  peccant ,  qui  mot  am ,  vel  imminent  em ,  falivati 
onem  intempeftivis  coercent  purgationibus ,  vel  repri 

munt  j 
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nunt ;  atque  adeo  Mer curium,  dum  optato  inftat  cperi , 
vo cant,  amov cut  Jic  emm  id  unuip^aji dentur  a^ere, 

it  operofe  nihil  agant :  44  It  has  been  found  from  ex¬ 
perience,  that  mercury  is  capable  of  extirpating 

the  venereal  ciifeafe  whenever  it  raiies  a  proper 
4  ptyalilm,  &c.  they  therefore  err  who  think  that 
4  a  falivation  is  to  be  ihunned  like  fire  and  the 
4  fword,  and  therefore  advife  a  fparing  application 
4  of  the  fridions,  and  at  long  intervals,  for  thu$ 
4  they  lofe  their  labour,  and  the  patient  will  be  dif- 

appointed  of  a  cure  ;  nor  do  thofe  who  reftrain  or 
4  reprefs  a  rifing  or  plentiful  falivation  by  unfeafon- 
4  able  purges  err  lefs  ;  for  by  fo  doing,  they  expel  the 
4  mercury  out  of  the  conftitution  at  the  very  inftant 
t  it  is  taking  the  defired  effed,  and  thus  feem  bu~ 
4  fied  in  doing  nothing.” 

.  This  famous  praditioner  obferves,  that  a  faliva-' 
lon,  in  confequence  ot  mercurial  undions,  requires 
mudent  management,  left  it  fhould  come  on  too  fud- 
lenly,  and  rile  to  too  great  an  height,  a  circum- 
lance  which  is  never  void  of  danger"  Sed  placida , 
no  dei  at  a,  lemijfa ,  facile  traclabihs ,  qua  oyi  inf  ant - 
nationem  nullam ,  vel  levem ,  qua  ulcer  a  pane  a,  &  fu- 
^erfeiaria,  infer  at,  qua  unant,  aut  alteram,  vel  adfum- 
num  tres  libras  faliva,  intra  viginti  quatuor  boras  fug - 
mat ;  44  But  let  it  be  gentle,  moderate,  and  eafily 
|  manageable,  fo  as  to  caufe  but  a  flight  or  no  in- 
|4  flammation  of  the  mouth  and  face,  and  only  a 
4  few  fuperficial  ulcers,  fuch  as  will  afford  but  a 
4  pint  or  two,  or  at  the  moft,  three  pints  of  faliva 
4  in  twenty-four  hours.” 

If  the  figns  of  an  imminent  falivation  do  not  yet 
ppear,  or  if  a  falivation  already  brought  on  be- 
omes  flow  or  dull,  whilft  the  fymptoms  of  the  dif- 
afe  are  oblerved  to  require  a  more  copious  fpitting, 
he  fridions  ought  to  be  increafed  in  quantity,  or 
epeated  at  fhorter  intervals,  or  a  larger  proportion 
f  mercury  fhould  be  mixed  with  the  ointment, 
hat  it  may  produce  the  due  quantity  cf  faliva. 

Vol.  xvii.  y 
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But  all  thefe  requisites  for  keeping  up  a  mer¬ 
curial  falivation,.  already  brought  on,  can  be  more 
certainly  obtained,  nay,  more  fafely  too,  than  by 
mercurial  unbtions,  by  mercurial  preparations  inter¬ 
nally  taken. 

Nobody  doubts  that  a  falivation  may  be  excited 
by  mercurial  preparations  inwardly  taken.  When 
thefe  are  exhibited  in  fmall  and  frequently-repeated 
dofes,  it  plainly  appears,  that  it  entirely  lies  in  the 
power  of  the  phyfician  to  promote  or  Slacken  the 
falivation,  according  as  the  difeafe  requires  j  for  if  it 
ri'fes  too  high,  he  abftains  immediately,  or  if  it  more 
Howly  proceeds,  he  quickens  it  with  a  frefli  dofe  of 
the  mercurial  preparation  ;  then,  if  it  goes  on  with 
cue  moderation,  he  fuftains  it  in  that  State  by  fome 
dofes  given  at  greater  intervals  of  time,,  that  the  fa- 
livation  may  not  diminifh  too  much,  nor  ceafe  fooner 
than  is  required. 

Befides,  it  is  evident  from  numerous  obfervations, 
that  mercury  quickly  and  powerfully  operates  in  fome 
bodies,  and  very  flowly  and  remifsly  in  others  : 
hence  a  prudent  phyfician  will  eafily  determine  how  to 
a<5t  according  to  the  nature  of  the  cafe  ^  for  he  can  al¬ 
ways  know  what  quantity  of  mercury  he  has  admini¬ 
stered,  which  never  can  be  exactly  determined  when 
mercurial  u nations  are  ufed  :  he  indeed  knows  the 
quantity  of  mercury  contained  in  the  unftion,  knows 
the  weight  of  the  quickfilver  applied  by  every  ffidtion 
to  the  Skin,  but  is  evermore  ignorant  of  the  quantity 
that  enters  the  cutaneous  veffels  ^  for  the  flannel,  with 
which  the  body  is  warmly  covered  after  the  firffc 
fribtion,  and  during  the  whole  time  of  the  falivation, 
without  being  changed,  fucks  up  a  part  of  the  unc¬ 
tion  :  this  filth  increafcs  upon  the  flannel  at  every 


repeated  friction  •,  from  whence  a  falivation  fometimes 
Suddenly  comes  on  againff  the  doctor’s  will,  which  is  a; 
tended  with  danger,  and  a  led  den  fwelling  of  the  jaws 
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rial  undtion,  to,  be  changed,  and  replaced  by  other 
dean,  dry,  warm  flannels  and  ffieets,  after  the  fkin 
has  been  wafhed  clean  with  foap-fuds  and  thoroughly 
dried  ;  but  this  lotion  does  not  at  all  cleanfe  away 
that  part  of  the  undtion  which  adheres  between  the 
fcales  of  the  outflde  fldn,  or  at  leaft  it  is  difficult 
to  be  done,  and  the  wretched  patients  bear  extreme¬ 
ly  ill  fuch  tedious  repeated  walkings,  and  the  chan¬ 
ging  of  their  bed-linen,  during  the  time  they  fuffer 
the  grievous  tortures  of  a  high  falivation. 

Befides,  the  place  in  which  the  patient  to  be 
cured  by  mercurial  u notions  lies,  contains  a  body 
of  air  filled  with  mercurial  atoms,  which  the  patient 
continually  infpires,  and  which  moiften  the  whole 
furface  of  the  body ;  and  the  falivation  may  from 
this  caufe  be  kept  up  or  augmented,  though  the 
phyfician  would  have  it  diminifhed. 

We  have  a  remarkable  inftance  of  this  kind  from 
Hildanus  -f.  A  young  man,  feverely  labouring  un¬ 
der  the  venereal  difeafe,  was  under  his  care ;  this 
man  had  a  wife,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  who  was 
equally  infedted  by  him.  Though  the  winter  was 
^xceflive  fharp,  he  did  not  venture  to  defer  her  huf- 
aand’s  cure,  but  anointed  him  repeatedly  with  mer- 
:urial  undtion  •,  then,  on  account  of  the  great  feve- 
ity  of  the  already  inveterate  difeafe,  he  perfuaded 
fie  woman  to  flay  within  doors  with  her  hufband, 
md  confine  herfelf  to  the  fame  hot  room  her  huf- 
Dand  was  falivated  in,  left  flie  fhouid  receive  far- 
fier  injury  from  the  cold  air,  and  the  difeafe 
hereby  become  more  obftinate.  The  room  was 
>oth  narrow  and  low.  A  Jolo  vapore  unguenti  ita 
literate ,  &  ad  falivationem  indu£iay  fuit  mulier ,  ut 
''ere  eodem  mo  do  ipji  atque  merit  0  pituita  ad  os  define- 
kty  exulceratio  quin  etiam  oris  fuperveniret ,  dfV.  Tan- 
km  adeo  auffa  fait  falivatio ,  ut  in  proprium  cuhicu - 
a  marito  feparatum,  collocanda  faerit.  Hac^  una 

Y  2  cum 
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cum  vivo  fuo ,  a  dir  a  ifta  Lno  plenijjifftc  convcJuit ,  ctji 
inunfta  non  fuijfet :  “  The  woman  was,  by  the  va- 
“  pour  of  the  undion  alone,  fo  changed,  and  fuch 
«  a  fpitting  brought  on,  that  the  faliva  flowed  from 
“  her  mouth  almoft  in  the  fame  quantity  as  it  did 
«  from  her  hufband’s,  and  her  mouth  was  alfo  ul- 
4C  cerated,  &c.  The  falivation  at  length  fo  increafed, 
««  that  fhe  was  obliged  to  be  placed  in  a  room  apart 
««  from  her  hufband.  She,  together  with  him,  per- 
«  fedly  recovered  from  the  difeafe,  though  fhe  had 
u  never  been  rubbed  with  undion.5 

It  is  from  hence  underftood  how  badly  the  difeafec 
are  treated  when  many  of  them  lie  in  the  fame  ward 
toeether,  and  are  rubbed  with  mercurial  unctions, 
This  takes  place  in  hofpitals,  inftituted  for  curing 
the  venereal  difeafe,  where  the  method  of  falivating 
by  undion  prevails. 

*  The  danger  of  a  falivation  alfo  threatens  the  found 
perfons  who  attend  the  difeafed,  and  are  obliged  tc 
continue  in  fuch  air  both  night  and  day. 

The  celebrated  Aftruc  *  directed  the  fridions  no! 
to  be  made  by  the  patients  themfelves,  but  rathei 
by  the  attendants  or  fervants,  who  are  more  dex¬ 
trous  and  adive  at  this  bufinefs  j  nor  would  he 
have  their  hands  covered  with  gloves,  or  a  blad¬ 
der,  while  they  executed  this  office,  but  naked, 
to  cauie  a  greater  heat  for  the  fridion.  He  con- 
fefies  indeed,  that  fuch  an  attendant  Hands  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  a  falivation,  if  he  rubs  many  patients  the  fame 
day  5  yet  he  affirms,  that  there  is  no  danger  in  rub¬ 
bing  a' Angle  patient,  fo  that  the  fervant  well  waffie; 
his  °hands  after  he  has  hnifhed  the  fridion.  But  nc 
prudent  man  will  undertake  this  office  ;  for  who  car 
promife  that  he  has  nothing  to  fear  from  a  faliva¬ 
tion  ?  The  mercurial  undion  is  laid  on  the  palms  o: 
the  hands  and  forced  by  a  ftrong  fridion  into  th< 
cutaneous  veffels  of  the  patient  intended  to  be  Tali 

vated , 
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vated ;  hence  it  may  equally  enter  the  cutaneous 
vefiels  of  the  fervant,  which  are  very  numerous  and 
minutely  ramefied  m  the  palms  of  the  hands,  unlefs 
thele  parts  ate  become  callous  from  hard  labour. 

It  happens,  that  the  palms  of  the  hands  of  many 
perfons  are  alnioft  continually  moiftened  with  fweat. 
When  phyficians  exped  a  falutary  natural  crifis  in  did 
eaies  from  a  gentle  fweat,  it  is  known,  that  its  firft 
traces  are  perceived  in  the  palms  of  the  hands.  This 
part  of  the  body  is  therefore  belt  fitted  for  exhalation 
and  abloi  puon  :  hence  it  is,  for  the  moft  part,  or-’* 
dered,  that  the  patients,  who  are  to  undergo  a  lali- 
vation,  fhould  rub  themfelves,  left  any  other  found 
perlon  fhould  incur  the  danger  of  a  faliyation  alfo  : 
or  when  many  are  at  the  fame  time  under  cure,  for 
the  venereal  difeale,  in  an  hofpital,  they  may  rub 
one  another  J  in  the  prefence  of  the  furgeon  who  di- 
reds  their  cure. 

Thus  he  will  be  certain,  that  none  will  experience 
the  efficacy  of  mercury  but  thofe  who  require  its 
ulc,  that  is,  as  far  as  it  is  applied  by  fndions  ^  but 
when  many  venereal  patients  lie  in  the  fame  place, 
the  furgeon  has  always  reafon  to  fear,  left  the  mer- 
cniial  atoms,  difperfed  through  the  air,  fhould  enter 
the  body  againft  his  knowledge  and  will.  Whilft 
the  lalivation  proceeds  kindly,  all  prudent  phyfici- 
ans  leave  off  the  fridions,  or  at  lead  apply  them 
with  a  more  fparing  hand,  or  repeat  them  at  longer 
intervals,  that  the  prefent  falivation  may  be  kept  up, 
but  not  augmented  :  as  the  mercury,  in  this  cale’ 
kill  proceeds  entering  the  body,  though  the  fric¬ 
tions  may  be  fufpended,  it  is  evident  how  many  ac¬ 
cidents  may  arife  from  it. 

.  Nor  is  this  a  vain  fear,  as  appears  from  obferva- 
tiOns  f .  The  celebrated  Goulard  was  aftoniffied  to 
ke  thofe,  who  were  only  under  preparation  for  the 

,  T  3  .  ■  -  file-, 
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fridtions  of  mercurial  undtion,  fall  into  a  faliva-? 
tion,  when,  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  the  charity, 
they  lay  in  the  fame  narrow  ward  with  others  who 
had  been  already  rubbed  with  the  undtion.  He  ac- 
knowleges  this  to  have  often  happened.  He  re¬ 
lates  the  cafe  of  a  foldier  who  had  the  fcurvy,-}-  and 
was  ordered  to  lie  in  the  fame  room  which  was  de¬ 
fined  for  the  reception  of  venereal  patients  to  be 
cured  by  falivation  with  mercurial  undtions  :  the 
wretch’s  face  fwell’d,  a  high  falivation  enfued,  and 
ulcers  attended  with  a  gangrene,  of  which  he  pe- 
rifiied,  arofe  in  the  infide  of  his  mouth,  it  not  being 
then  in  the  power  of  art  to  flop  its  progrefs.  Petit , 
fo  famous  in  the  art  of  furgery,  in  his  treatife  on 
venereal  complaints  in  the  bones  J,  recommends  a 
falivation  excited  by  mercurial  fridtions,  and  con¬ 
demns  the  internal  ufe  of  mercurial  preparations,  as 
inejficacem ,  &  femper  perniciofum  :  “  inefficacious  and 
always  pernicious  f  ’  yet  he  does  not  deny  but  that 
the  dofe  of  mercury,  neceffary  to  cure  the  difeafe,  can- 
pot  be  determined  at  the  time  of  the  mercurial  fric? 
dtion,  according  to  the  different  conftitution  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,'  as  the  atmofphere  is  filled  with  mercurial  atoms 
in  thofe  places  where  the  difeafed  lie  to  be  cured  by 
mercurial  unftions  in  hofpitals,  whence  the  "patients 
are  debilitated  and  rendered  delicate  •,  befides  the 
mercury  received  by  friction,  they  alfo  inhale  thofe 
mercurial  ’ atoms  which  float  in  the  air,  and  thus 
imbibe  a  quantity  of  it  no  way  *at  all  proportionable 
to  their  ftrength,  fo  that  they,  after  a  violent  fever, 
convulfions,  apd  racking  fwellings  in  the  head  and 
fauces,  perifh.  § 

Wherefore  he  advifes,  that  the  patients,  who  un¬ 
dergo  a  falivatiop  by  merpurial  undtiop,  ffiould  lie  in 

feparate 
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feparate  chambers,  or  at  lea  ft  that  but  few  of  them  be 
in  an  extenfivc  ward  together,  and  that  the  windows 
be  often  opened,  that  the  air  may  be  changed  :  but  it 
is  not  fare,  as  is  well  known,  to  open  the  windows 
during  the  time  of  a  falivation,  particularly  if  the 
weather  is  cold. 

Befides,  that  danger  may  indeed  be  dimini  died  if 
the  patients  are  placed  in  feparate  chambers,  but  it 
will  not  be  entirely-  taken  away.  It  is  known,  that 
a  part  of  the  mercury  tranfpires  from  the  (kin  of  the 
patients  who  have  been  anointed,  or  have  inwardly 
taken  crude  mercury  :  hence  fuch  patients  will  re¬ 
main  in  their  own  atmofpheres  loaded  with  mercu¬ 
rial  atoms,  and  the  fame  accidents  will  follow  if  they 
are  confined  in  fmall  rooms  ;  but  it  is  impoffible  to 
place  every  fingle  venereal  patient  in  a  fpacious 
ward  by  himfelf,  in  an  hofpital. 

All  this  great  danger  is  avoided,  if  a  falivation  is 
raifed  by  mercurial  preparations  internally  taken  : 
by  this  method  we  can  be  very  certain  of  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  mercury  which  is  thrown  into  the  body  •,  and 
thefe  preparations  can  be  given  in  fo  fmall  a  quan¬ 
tity,  that  they  by  no  means  hurt  the  bowels,  lungs, 
or  inteftines  ;  nor  do  they  produce  vomitings,  or 
evacuations  by  (tool,  and  yet  a  falivation  enfues  * 
land  yet  milder  and  fafer  remedies  may  be  chofen,  by 
which  the  falivation,  already  begun,  may  be  kept 
up,  or  increafed  if  there  be  need.  Befides,  mercury 
pperates  not  equally  on  all  perfons ;  for  the  fymp- 
toms  which  indicate  a  high  falivation,  are  prelently 
produced  from  a  fmall  quantity  of  mercury  taken 
by  fome  ;  for  others,  a  far  greater  quantity  is  re¬ 
quired,  particularly  for  thofe  who  have  had  more 
frequent  need  of  the  efficacy  of  mercury,  as  hath 
been  curforily  obferyed  by  all  thofe  who  have  de- 
fcribed  the  cure  of  this  difeafe.  Hence  it  appears, 
tow  very  needful  are  prudence  and  attention  for  cu¬ 
ing  the  venereal  difeafe  by  the  ufe  of  mercury  :  but 
is  fuch  miferable  patients  often  fhun  the  fkilfuj 
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practitioners,  through  fhame  of  the  filthy  difeafe 
they  fall  into  the  hands  of  quacks,  who  treat  this 
diforder  in  a  moft  ignorant  and  improper  manner, 
and  miferably  deft'roy  thefe  fnffering  wretches  .  with 
unabafhed  impudence. 

For  crude  mercury,  notwithftanding  all  that 
rnay  be  laid  of  its  mild  nature,  will  injure  the  hu¬ 
man  body,  even  the  molt  healthy,  when  it  enters  it 
by  an  external  application  of  a  greater  quantity  than 
needful.  Many  were  of  opinion,  that  a  more  cer¬ 
tain  and  happy  cure  was  effected  by  mercury  when 
the  patients  could  bear  fuch  copious  unCtions  before 
the  fights  of  a  falivation  appeared  ;  for  they  particu¬ 
larly  hoped  to  vanquiih  the  venereal  difeafe  by  a 
large  quantity  of  crude  mercury  :  nay,  it  has  been 
received  as  an  approved  practical  axiom,  from  molt 
certain  experience,  tan  to  certius  fanari  Litem ,  quanto 
copiofius  argentum  vivum  in  cor  pore  hareat  ;*  the 

venereal  difeafe  is  cured  the  more  certainly  in  pro- 
“  portion  as  the  mercury  more  copioufiy  adheres  in 
cc  the  body.5’  Hence  all  poflible  care  fliould  be  ex¬ 
erted  in  preventing  a  falivation,  partly  becaufe  the 
mercury  which  flows  through  the  velfels  with  the 
humours,  foon  paffes  off  that  way,  and  partly  be¬ 
caufe- the  mercurial  frictions  muft  be  fufpended  in 
the  time  of  the  falivation,  or  at  leaft  only  applied  in 
a  lefs  quantity  or  at  longer  intervals  \  whence  the 
patient  cannot  take  in  a  great  quantity  of  mercury. 
This  manner  of  curing  the  venereal  difeafe,  was 
called  the  method  per  extinffiionem  :  “  by  extinction,55 
which  was  recommended  by  the  king  of  France’s 
chief  phyfician  Cbycoineau ,  in  the  univerfity  ot 
Montpellier,  where  he  brought  it  into  practice,  by 
a  public  differtation  he  wrote  thereon  in  the  year 
1718,  and  it  has  fince  been  made  ufe  of  by  many. 

But  it  is  certain,  that  thofe  who  receive  a  quantity 
of  crude  mercury,  diffolved  into  vapours,  into  the 

"  *  v-  *!l  '  '  ■*  f':'  '  ;  f  '  body. 
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body,  are  rendered  moil  miferable,  lofe  all  their 
ftrength,  become  paralytic,  trembling,  feeble  in  the 
joints,  and  live  unfit  for  every  thing  j  and,  if  thefe 
diforders  are  inveterate,  the  patient  can  hardly  be 
reftored  to  health.  Such  difeafes  are  particularly 
incident  to  thofe  artificers  who  are  much  employed 
in  gilding  of  metals,  or  thofe  who  in  any  manner 
handle  quickfilver  for  any  long  time  imprudently. 
Thofe  who  boil  quickfilver  from  the  mines  live  mi- 
ferably,  and  often  perifli  in  the  vigour  of  their 
age. 

From  whence  it  may  be  concluded,  that  it  is  not 
at  all  fafe  to  fill  the  body  with  crude  mercury,  for 
it  fometimes  feparates  from  the  humours  with  which 
it  circulates,  is  depofited  in  various  parts  of  the  body, 
and  creates  hill  new  accidents.  Antonius  Mufa  Bra - 
favolus  J  has  more  than  once  found  quickfilver  in 
the  fit  tills  of  the  dead  in  their  graves  :  he  law  a  man 
alfo  who  vomited  quickfilver,  from  being  only  three 
times  rubbed  in  the  arms  and  legs  with  mercurial 
undtion.  We  read  the  like  in  Bonetus.  §  Schenkius  f 
relates,  that  a  great  quantity  of  quickfilver  was 
found  in  the  bowels  and  brains  of  a  little  proftitute, 
who  died  fuddenly.  Fallopius  teftifies,  \\fe  vidijfe  ho¬ 
mines,  inunci  os  per  triennium  ante ,  fsf,  venientibus 
gummatibus  in  tibiis,  detedlo  ojfe ,  vidijfe  ibi  collegium 
argentum  vivum:  Hac  ratione ,  inquit,  ego  non  probo 
medicamentum  :  utor  aliquando ,  quando  non  potui  via 
Regia  ajfequi  intentum  :  “  “  that  he  had  fieen  men, 
“  who  had  been  rubbed  three  years  before  with  mer~ 
V  curial  unction,  having  nodes  and  gummata  in  their 
“  legs  }  and  that  when  their  fhin-bones  were  laid 
“  bare,  a  quantity  of  quickfilver  was  found  col-? 
f  ledted  there  :  for  this  realon,  he  fays,  I  do  not  ap- 
“  prove  of  this  medicine  5  yet  I  fometimes  ufe  it, 

44  when 
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<c  when  I  cannot  fucceed  by  myufual  method.”  Whe 
Fernelius  *  with  his  inftruments  fcraped  the  bones  rei 
dered  carious  by  the  venereal  difeafe,  he  found  fon 
globules  of  quickfilver  amongfl  them  Many  oth< 
teflimonies  of  this  kind  may  be  adduced,  but  I  thin 
thefe  are  futficient  to  prove,  that  crude-  mercun 
when  introduced  into  the  body  by  fridfion,  and  cii 
culated  with  the  humours  through  the  veffels,  ca 
join  into  a  greater  mafs,  and  be  depofited  in  var 
ous  places  of  the  body,  frequently  not  without  dar 
ger  and  damage. 

W  K — <* 

That  celebrated  man  Targioni  Tozzetti  -f  law 
book  in  manufcript,  wrote  by  an  uncertain  authoi 
which  contained  many  obfervations  in  phyfic  an 
anatomy  very  worthy  of  being  known.  Thefe  wer 
written  in  the  fixteenth  century,  from  the  yea 
3567,  to  1584.  In  this  book  we  read  as  follows 
labor averunt  Venerea  Lue ,  &  illiti  fuerunt ,  hii 
dum  fecatur  corpus  in  Anatome  facienda,  magna  Jit  h<$ 
morrhagia ,  etiam  invito  plerumque  fetlore :  Jimilite 
illis  viventibus  Aneurifma  accidit :  utr unique  accidit 
quoniam  hi  habent  venarum  membranas  admodum  te 
nues ,  fubiiles ,  enervatas  longo ,  forti,  litu .  Ho 

de  magijlro  Carolo  habui ,  qui  id  apprime  in  quamplu 
rimis  obfervavit  \  &  verum  ejje  comperi :  c<  Great  has 
morfhages  happen  in  the  bodies  of  perfons  who  die 
with  the  venereal  difeafe,  after  having  been  rubbec 
46  with  mercurial  undtion,  when  they  are  difTedted, 
44  and  that  too,  for  the  mofl  part,  in  fpite  of  the 
44  operator.  An  aneurifm  in  like  manner  happen' 
44  in  fuch  bodies  when  living ;  it  happens  to  both. 
44  becaufe  they  have  the  coats  of  the  veins  exceffive 
44  llender,  delicate,  and  weakened  by  long  violent 
44  firetching.  This  I  have  had  from  my  mailer  Ca- 
44  rolus,  who  firfl  obferved  this  circumflance  in 
44  many  bodies,  and  I,  from  experience,  have  found 
44  his  obfervation  to  be  true.” 

I  ccn- 

*  Patholog.  Lib.  VII.  Cap.  VII.  p.  229, 
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I  confefs  I  fhould  not  believe,  that  the  texture  of 
the  vellels  could  be  fo  debilitated  by  mercurial  fric¬ 
tions  as  to  caufe  an  aneurifm  ;  but  as  quick filver, 
mod;  minutely  divided  in  the  mercurial  6intment,. 
can,  when  moved  through  the  veflels,  join  into  a 
greater  mafs,  and  be  circulated  through  our  vellels 
in  its  natural  form,  and  then  be  depofited  in  vari¬ 
ous  parts  of  the  body  ;  it  appears  not  to  be  aground- 
lefs  apprehenfion,  that  this  metallic  fluid,  fo  much 
heavier  than  the  blood,  with  the  whole  force  of  the 
left  auricle  of  the  heart,  propelled  into  the  arch 
of  the  aorta,  at  its  firfb  rife  from  the  heart,  may 
extend  the  particular  part  of  its  coats  againfl:  which 
it  beats,  to  a  greater  degree,  than  the  blood  pro¬ 
pelled  therein  by  the  fame  force  of  the  heart :  but 
1  think  every  body  knows,  as  it  is  manifefted  by 
numerous  observations,  that  fuch  a  place  of  the 
aorta,  though  but  flightly ^debilitated  by  a  great  dif- 
tenfion,  forms  an  aneurifmatic  fac,  which  very  foon 
grows  larger,  and  at  length  burfts  and  caufes  Hidden 
death. 

'  s  '  v. 

1  I  think  that  quickfilver,  divided  into  very  minute 
globular  parts,  cannot  eafily  gather  into  greater  glo¬ 
bules  again,  as  long  as  it  is  moved  through  the  ar¬ 
teries,  namely,  the  convergent  vellels,  and  through 
which  the  circulation  of  the  humours  is  not  inter- 
1  rupted,  and  is  carried  on  with  fame  degree  of  velo¬ 
city  ;  but  in  the  veins,  where  the  motion  is  flower, 
it  is  interrupted  by  the  valves,  and  particularly  in 
the  greater  veflels,  wherein  the  venal  blood  is  circu¬ 
lated  in  a  greater  quantity,  and  with  lefs  impetuo- 
fity  ;  thefe  are  the  venal  flnufes,  the  auricles,  and 
cavities  of  the  heart,  wherein  the  divided  parts  of  the 
mercury  may  gather  into  greater  globules,  which  in 
a  moment  after  may  run  into  the  curvature  of  the 
aorta,  by  the  force  of  the  heart,  and  with  a  degree 
of  impetuoflty  proportioned  to  that  of  the  fpeciftc 
gravity  by  which  the  quickfilver  exceeds  that  of 
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the  blood ;  from  whence  an  aneurifm  is  to  b 
dreaded. 

Perhaps  the  like  happened  to  the  firth  man  amonj 
the  chriftians,  who  ufed  Barbaroffia’s.  pills,  &  qui  ce 
cidit  repente  mortuus  fuper  pontem  Avenionis ,  cum  ipj 
ibi  profugus  ejfet  propter  pralia  :  “  and  who  fuddenl 
<c  dropped  down  dead  upon  the  bridge  of  Avignon 
<c  in  his  flight  from  battle.”  Certainly  nothing  cai 
be  more  dangerous  to  thofe  labouring  under  ai 
aneurifm  than  quick  motion.  Yet  what  the  ce!ebrate( 
Afimc  *  remarks,  is  true,  for  he  fays,  that  the  fuddei 
death  of  this  perfon  could  not  be  afcribed  to  the  uf 
of  thefe  pills,  of  which  only  one,  hardly  containing 
four  grains  of  mercury,  was  given  to  the  difeafec 
every  evening.  But  as  thefe  pills  are  faid  to  hav< 
produced  admirable  effects,  they  were,  withou 
doubt,  given  in  too  great  a  dofe,  or  during  a  longe; 
time  than  needful,  and  fo,  a  great  quantity  of  quick 
filver  was  thrown  into  the  blood,  which  at  lengtl 
became  fo  powerful  as  to  produce  thefe  evils. 

All  thefe  circumftances  which  have  been  hithertc 
mentioned  to  have  attended  the  external  applicatior 
of  crude  mercury  for  curing  the  / venereal  difeafe. 
have  occafioned  fuch  an  application  never  to  have 
been  recommended  by  my  advice.  Nam  tanta  eji 
ejus  inconjtantiay  ut  nunquam  omnino  exact e  admini- 
jirari  poffit ;  quum  enim  nimio  ejus  ufu  nocere  times , 
parum  proficis ;  cum  eo ,  quod  fatis  eji ,  juvare  cupis. 
fapenumero  valde  ladis  \  adeo  difficile  eji  ejus  vires 
metiri ,  C?  re  Plum  ab  eo ,  quod  non  eji  rePtum ,  in  illo 
difcernere  7  :  u  For  its  uncertainty  is  fo  great,  that 
“  it  can  never  be  altogether  exactly  adminiftered ; 
ic  for  when  you  fear  to  injure  the  patient  by  a  too 
plentiful  ufe  of  it,  you  profit  but  little  ;  when 
you  have  recourfe  to  a  copious  ufe  thereof,  you 

cc  as 

*  De  Morbis  Venereis,  Lib.  II.  Cap,  VII.  p.  127. 
f  Alex.  Trajan.  Petronii  de  Morbo  Galileo,  Lib.  VI.  Cap 
IX.  Aphro.difiac.  p,  1292.  , 
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as  often  do  mifchief  to  numbers  with  it;  fo  that 
it  is  very  difficult  to  regulate  its  powers,  and  to 
difcern  what  is  right  from  wrong.”  I  have  always 
referred  mercurial  preparations  which  I  knew  could 
ifely  excite  a  falivation  ;  for  thereby  I  was  certain 
f  the  quantity  of  mercury  that  entered  the  circu- 
ition  ;  nor  had  I  any  thing  to  fear  from  a  longer 
ay  of  the  quickfilver  than  needful  in  the  body,  fo 
s  firft  to  neftle  there,  and  then  be  depofited  in  va- 
ous  parts  of  it. 

4'K  .  ;■.>  ;  ‘  ■  I 

SECT.  MCCCCLXVIII. 

rH  A  T  this  falivation  may  be  performed 
with  fuccefs,  let  the  difeafed  for  fome 
lays  firft  be  filled  with  ptifan. 

I  always  ufed  the  following  method  of  exciting  a 
nercurial  falivation,  for  the  cure  of  the  venereal 
lifeafe,  until  I  afterwards  began  to  ufe  another  mode 
•f  praftice,  which  I  ffiall  hereafter  mention. 

I  firft  examined  v/hether  the  patients  had  ftrength 
nough  or  not,  to  undergo  the  tortures  of  a  faliva- 
ion,  which  certainly  are  not  flight.  If  they  were 
ibferved  to  have  dried,  withered  bodies,  to  have 
veak  lungs,  to  have  before  fpit  blood,  and  fubjebl 
o  a  continual  little  fever,  that  raged  with  greateft 
violence  in  the  evening,  I  always  deferred  their 
:ure  by  a  falivation,  firft  attempting  to  mend  the 
Condition  of  the  body  with  good  diet,  baths,  and 
:ountry  air.  Some  fuch  patients  being  impatient  and 
ired  of  thefe  delays,  have  fought  the  advice  of 
nore  indulgent  doctors  ;  but  they  have  almoft  all 
periflied  in  the  courfe  of  the  falivation  :  the  few 
vho  furvived,  led  but  miferable  and  fhort  lives. 
We  read  many  more  like  cafes  in  other  obfervations.* 
Cnlcfs  the  forces  be  increafed  bv  this  method,  and 

.  the 

*  Turner  Siphylis,  p.  327. 
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the  body  be  rendered  Tome  what  more  plump  or  re¬ 
buff,  I  believe  that  a  falivation  cannot  without  dan¬ 
ger  be  attempted  upon  loch  wailed  emaciated  bo¬ 
dies  :  fix  weeks  are  abfolutely  required  for  perredling 
this  cure.  , 

For  a  whole  week  before  mercury  is  taken,  let 
foft  light  food  be  ufed,  fuch  as  is  moiilening  and 
antifeptic,  made  of  rye,  barley,  or  oats,  with  emol¬ 
lient  plants  boiled  in  broth  or  milk  ;  alfo  boiled  ap¬ 
ples,  and  a  frnall  quantity  of  white  flefli  meats,  fuch 
as  veal,  lamb,  or  fowls,  rather  flewed  or  boiled  than 
roafled  :  let  the  patients  drink  be  pure  water,  with 
a  third  part  of  new  milk  added  to  it.  Mild  frnall 
beer  may  be  fafely  allowed  thole  who  have  been  ac-  4 
cuftomed  to  malt  liquors. 

But  wine  and  the  ufe  of  all  fpirituous  aromatic  li¬ 
quors  mu  ft  be  totally  fhunned. 

When  the  humours  are  difiolved  by  the  adion 
of  the  mercury,  and  the  falivation  produces  a  great 
ftench,  all  the  parts  will,  as  much  as  they  pofilbly  can, 
be  fortified  by  fuch  a  foft  antifeptic  food,  againil  the  : 
injuries  of  putrefadion. 

Let  the  inteflines  be  evacuated  by  eccoprotic 
purges  and  glyfters,  that  the  retained  excrements 
may  create  no  mifchief  in  the  time  of  the  falivation, 
when  the  body  is  ufually  in  a  coftive  ftate  :  let  the 
patient  be  bathed  every  day  during  this  week,  that 
the  fkin  may  be  entirely  cleanfed,  becaufe  the  bed- 
linen  will  not  be  changed  during  the  whole  time  of 
the  falivation. 

If  the  body  is  plethoric,  let  blood  be  drawn,  if 
not,  let  that  be. omitted.  Let  the  body,  during 
thefe  eight  days,  be  filled  with  an  emollient  aperient 
deception,  made  of  the  roots  of  China ,  Sarzafarilla^  j 
Dog-grafs  roots,  & c.  To  prepare  a  decodion  for. 
poor  perfons,  take  the  roots  of  Bard-ana ,  and  Marfh- 
mallows  with  Liquorice ,  which  produce  the  fame"  ef-  : 
fed.  Such  a  decoction  is  inferred  in  the  Material 
Me  die  a  at  this  number. 

.  Air 
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All  this  being  done,  let  the  patient  put  on  his 
flannel  drefs,  which  he  is  not  to  take  off  during  fix 
weeks  ;  let  his  head  be  covered  warm  with  a  wool¬ 
len  cap,  for  it  is  dangerous  to  expofe  the  head  to 
the  cold  air  during  the  time  of  the  falivation. 

This  preparation  isfufficient  before  the  patient  un¬ 
dergoes  the  falivation.  Sydenham  *  condemned  labori¬ 
ous  and  tedious  preparations  by  cathartics,  digerents, 
baths,  &c.  previous  to  a  falivation  ;  for  he  confidered 
quickfilver  as  a  poifon  needful  for  exciting  a  faliva¬ 
tion,  which  could  be  more  eafilv  endured  by  a  ftrong 
found  body  than  by  one  debilitated  by  bleeding  and 
low  diet.  Hand  dubie  fatius  ejfe  duxerit  aquas  rerum 
aftimator ,  nihil  agere ,  quam->  ita  fat  agendo ,  nocere . 
Quid  quod  experientia  teftatur ,  nullis  evacuationibus , 
aut  alio  modo ,  infir  mat  os  falivationis  imp  e  turn  mult  a 
melius  fuftinere ,  quam  eos ,  quorum  quafi  ante  pralium 
incifi  funt  nervi :  (C  Doubtlefs,  every  judicious  per- 
“  fon  would  think  it  better  to  do  nothing  at  all, 
“  than  to  do  mifchief  by  fuch  unfeafonable  attempts. 
“  Befides,  it  is  manifeft:  from  experience,  that  a  fa- 
<c  livation  is  better  borne  by  thofe  who  have  not 
“  been  debilitated  by  evacuations,  or  any  other  way, 
“  than  by  fuch  as  have  been  weakened  before  enter- 
“  ing  upon  the  courfe.” 


SECT.  MCCCCLXIX. 

H  E  N,  every  two  hours,  ad m miller  a 
JL  fuitable  dofe  of  mercurius  dulcis,  three 
times  fublimed. 

He  who  is  to  undergo  a  cure  by  falivation,  fliould 
conftant-ly  be  kept  in  warm  air,  fo  that  the  mercury 
fliould  never,  be  deprefied  in  the*  Fahrenheit’s  ther¬ 
mometer 

*  Hiftory  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  p.  253. 
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mometer  (whofe  thirty-fecond  degree  indicates  the 
point  of  freezing)  beneath  fixty  degrees;  if  it  fliould 
afcend  to  feventy  degrees,  it  can  be  eafily  endured  ; 
but  if  it  rifes  above  eighty  degrees,  which  it  hardly 
ever  ought,  there  are  but  few  who  can  bear  this 
Greater  degree  of  heat  without  anxiety  and  trouble ; 
from  whence  the  patient’s  reft  is  ufuaily  difturbed : 
for  though  the  hotter  temperature  of  air  is  ufuaily 
recommended  in  the  time  of  falivatioffi  ftill  the 
more  eafy  or  difficult  bearing  of  heat  is  to  be  at¬ 
tended  to,  which  is  found  to  vary  in  different  men. 

Mercury  is  ufuaily  given  to  women  immediately 
after  their  menftrual  evacuations  have  done  flowing* 
left  in  the  troublefome  time  of  a  falivation*  that  pe¬ 
riodical  monthly  flux  fhould  happen. 

'  '  I  have  made  choice  of  fuch  preparations  of  mer¬ 
cury  as  can  be  commodioufly  borne  by  the  body, 
and  neither  provoke  a  vomiting  nor  evacuations  by 
flool.  I  always  abftained  from  red  precipitate  and 
turbitb  mineral ,  becaufe  they  ufuaily  difturb  the  body 
vehemently.  I  have  feen  thefe  ufed  by  fome  other* 
to  robuft  men,  in  whom  even  they  quickly  brought 
on  a  copious  falivation,  and  often  a  very  dangerous 
one  too,  which  was  not  eafily  reduced  to  its  due 
moderation.  It  happens,  that  from  taking  of  fuch 
rough  medicines,  large,  and  debilitating  evacua¬ 
tions  by  ftool  often  follow,  fometimes  not  without 
danger. 

I  have  ufed  white  precipitate ,  or  mercurius  dulcis1 
three  times  fublimed.  I  have  known  calomel  indeed 
to  be  recommended,  which  is  mercurius  dulcis  feven 
times  fublimed,  and  the  mercurial  panacea ,  which  is 
prepared  by  fifteen  repeated  fublimations  :  but  I  be¬ 
lieve  I  have  obferved,  that  thefe  elaborate  prepara¬ 
tions  may  indeed  be  fafely  applied,  but  the  price  is 
augmented,  and  their  ftrength  decreafed,  by  this  often 
repeated  labour;  hence  I  preferred  fuch  *  as  were 
more  efficacious,  and  which  I  could  at  will  exhibit 
in  a  limited  dofe  without  any  danger. 


I  have 
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I  have  therefore  ufed  the  following  prefcriptions : 

R.  Mercur .  pracipit. .  alii  gran.  xxx. 

Sac chari  alb.  purijf.  drach.  j.  , 

Diuftmul  trita  in  mortaYio  vitreOy  in  xxiv.  partes 
aquales  divifa ,  exhibe. 

fc.  Mercur.  dale .  ter  fublimati  gran .  ixxxx. 

Sive  drach.  i  £. 

Sacchnri  albi  purijf.  drach :  ij: 

Diu  fimul  trita  en  mortario  vitreo ,  In  xxiv.  dofes 
a  quale s  divifa ,  exhibe . 

I  gave  one.  of  thefe  dofes  at  fix  o’clock  in  the 
lorning*  at  nine,  and  at  twelve  5  then  at  fix  and 
ine  in  the  evening. 

But  left  that  a  vomiting,  a  griping,  of  a  diarrhoea 
lould  come  on,  let  the  patient  take  a  fpoonful  of 
le  following  mixture  after  every  dofe. 

R.  Aq.  ft  ill.  Cort.  Citri  Unc .  iv. 

Laudan.  puri  gr.  ij. 

Mi  fee. 

'his  quantity  is  fufficient  for  robuft  men,  but  I  dl- 
linifhed  the  dofe  for  younger  or  weaker  perfons,  or 
fe  the  quantity  of  mercury  in  every  dofe  :  for  no 
:rtainty  can  be  here  generally  ftated  ;  but  it  ought 
1  be  determined  by  him  who  has  the  cure  in  hand, 
id  often  vilit-s  the  patient,  that  he  may  accurately 
aferve  the  changes  produced  from  taking  thefe  re¬ 
adies. 

To  many  I  only  gave  three  dofes  the  firfl  day ; 
ien,  if  they  bore  them  eafily,  I  augmented  the  dofes 
le  next  day. 

Nine  grains  of  mercurius  dulcis  are,  in  the  Materia, 
ledica,  accounted  a  dofe ;  but,  to  the  belt  of  my 
nowledge,  the  celebrated  Boerhaave  never  admini- 
ered  luch  a  quantity  of  this  remedy  at  one  dofe  -. 
Vol.  XVII,  Z  which 
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which  every  one  will  eafily  believe,  as  it  may  be 
read  in  the  text,  that  a  iiiitable  dofe  of  mercurius 
dulcis  is  to  be  given  every  two  hours,  but  the  wore 
fuitable  is  added  ;  from  whence  it  appears,  that  he 
had  left  the  quantity  of  mercurius  dulcis  undeter¬ 
mined  :  but  the  diet  ft  ill  remains  the  fame  as  wa: 
recommended  in  the  time  of  preparation  for  the  fa- 
livation. 

SECT.  MCCCCLXX. 

AS  foon  as  the  breath  is  obferved  to  be¬ 
come  foetid,  the  gums  to  grow  for* 
and  painful,  and  the  teeth  to  loofen,  it  is  to  b< 
attended  to  whether  the  falivation  fhould  g< 
on,  remain  in  its  prefent  ftate,  or  be  lowered. 

In  thefe  patients  a  little  fever  arifes  fooner  or  late: 
after  the  mercury  is  taken  •,  it  feldom  happens  on  th 
firft  day,  but  fometimes  on  the  fecond,  and  oftne 
on  the  third,  fometimes  later  ;  they  grow  hot,  un 
eafy,  thirdly,  and  feel  a  troublefome  wearinefs,  as  i 
all  the  ftrength  of  the  body  was  gone  *,  then  an  un 
ufual  ftench  of  the  breath,  very  troublefome  to  th< 
patient,  and  no  lels  fo  to  the  by-ftanders,  follows 
as  a  fign  of  an  approaching  falivation  •,  and  thi: 
ftench  remains  during  the  whole  time  of  the  faliva 
tion.  Thofe  who  are  accuftomed  to  the  cure  of  th 
venereal  difeafe  doubt  not  of  a  future  falivation 
when  they,  on  entering  the  room,  perceive  this  ca 
daverous  difagreeable  fmell. 

The  gums  then  begin  to  grow  painful,  the  teeth  t 
loofen  and  rife  in  their  lockets,  the  inner  parts  o 
the  cheeks  grow  ftiff,  fo  thac  the  utterance  of  fpeec, 
becomes  difficult ;  then  the  lips  fwell,  and  the  who! 
head  is  inflated;  where  the  fwelled  tongue  touche 
the  teeth,  on  either  fide,  it  becomes  ulcerated,  an 


•  '  *  ft  C  4  *, 
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s  fometimes  deeply  corroded  and  exceflive  painful ; 
:he  inflde  of  the  cheeks  are  deeply  ulcerated,  and 
ometimes  a  violent  haemorrhage  flows  from  them  ; 
ken  fucceeds  a  copious  flux  of  vifcid  faliva,  both 
light  and  day,  which  is  exceflive  foetid. 

Thus  many  and  great  calamities  accompany  a 
nercurial  falivation  ;  whence  the  more  prudent  prac- 
itioners,  as  foon  as  the  firft  figns  of  a  commen- 
:ing  falivation  declare  tHemfelves,  are  careful  to 
iifpend  the  efflcacy  of  the  mercury,  or  at  lead  to  di- 
ninifh  the  dole,  until  they  know  that  the  under- 
aken  cure  proceeds  not  with  too  much  impetu- 
)fity. 

But  this  can  be  far  more  fafely  done  when  a  fa- 
ivation  is  attempted  by  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury* 
han  if  quickfilver  be  mixed  with  the  blood  by 
indlion,  as  appears  from  what  has  been  before  laid ; 
or  I  am  certain  of  the  quantity  of  mercury  which  I 
nternaily  give  ;  but  I  can  by  no  means  be  certain  of 
he  quantity  of  crude  mercury  which  introduces  it- 
“lf  through  the  fkin,  and  which  fometimes  fuddenly 
)egins  to  operate. 

As  long  as  it  remains  a  doubt,  whether  the  fali- 
'ation,  already  begun,  will  fuddenly  increafe,  a  frefli 
lofe  of  mercury  is  to  be  abllained  from  ;  if  it  goes 
•n  flowly  and  moderately,  it  mud  be  kept  up  by 
ne  mercurial  powder  or  another,  adminidered  now 
nd  then.  If  a  violent  falivation  comes  on,  it  is  ra- 
her  to  be  checked  *  which  matter  will  be  hereafter 
reated  of.  , 

During  the  time  of  falivation,  a  large  quantity  of 
lild  diluting  drink  is  required,,  which  is  ufually 
ompofed  of  doned  raifins,  pearl  barley,  and  liquo- 
ice  -9  to  thefe,  when  drained,  let  a  third  part  of 
►ure  new  milk  be  added.  Many  other  fuch-like 
Alans  may  be  prepared  according  to  the  patients 
Jncy  or  palate. 


340  TheVENEREAL  Disease.  Sedt.  1471. 


SECT,  MCCCCLXXL 

IF  lb.  iij.  or  lb.  iv.  of  faliva  are  difchargec 
every  twenty-four  hours,  it  is  fufficient. 

It  plainly  appears,  that  the  quantity  of  faliva  dif 
charged  is  variable  according  to  the  difference  o: 
age  and  robuftnefs  of  body  *,  generally,  if  the  pa 
tients  fpit  three  or  four  pints  of  faliva  every  twenty 
four  hours,  it  is  thought  fufficient.  I  have  feei 
fome  who  fpit  five  or  fix  pints  without  any  grea 
iofs  of  their  flrength.  If  four  pints  are  daily  dif 
charged,  an  hundred  and  twenty  pints  will  flow  ou 
in  the  fpace  of  thirty  days,  and  more  ftill  fron 
one  whole  falivatiori  is  longer  continued,  and  whi 
daily  fpits  a  greater  quantity.  It  manifeftly  appear 
from  hence,  that  the  old  humours  of  the  body  ar 
difcharged  by  this  evacuation,  and  are  not  replace* 
by  an  equal  quantity  of  new,  from  the  aliment  ta 
ken  in  ;  whence  thofe  who  have  undergone  a  faliva 
tion  rife  fo  emaciated  and  exhaufted  from  this  cure 
that  they,  for  the  moil  part,  lofe  all  their  plump 
nels  of  body  :  nor  can  the  foft  drink,  juft  now  re 
commended,  fupply  that  lofs  when  fuftained  ;  as  th 
patients,  lying  in  a  hot  place,  generally  fw eat  mud 
neither  do  they  ufually  difcharge  a  fmall  quantity  c 
urine.  Befides,  not  unfrequently,  fome  very  deb: 
iitating  evacuations  by  ftool  alfo  happen  during  th 
time  of  a  falivation. 

To  fpeak  the  truth,  the  vitiated  humours  are  free 
from  the  poifon  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  by  a  faliva 
tron,  and  by  the  fweating  method  of  cure  ;  more  e 
which  will  be  faid  hereafter.  Thefe  humours  tht 
depurated  are  expelled  from  the  body,  and*  the 
place  is  fupplied  with  other  new  and  pure  humours 
and  thus  the  patient  is  reftored  to  found  health :  bi 
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as  more  may  be  loft,  than  is  reftored  to  the  body 
during  the  time  of  falivation,  it  appears,  that  a  pru¬ 
dent  medium  is  required,  that  the  falutary  end  may 
be  obtained,  and  that  the  patient  fail  not  of  a  cure, 
after  buffering  fo  much. 

From  thefe  obfervations  appears  a  frefh  reafon, 
why  the  miferable  patients  are  fo  unhappily  treated, 
when  quacks,  the  very  peftilence  of  the  common 
people,  dare  meddle  with  fuch  cures. 

A  fimilar  method  was  recommended  to  procure 
longevity  ;  namely,  that  an  almoft  radical  change 
of  humours  might  be  formed  in  the  aged  body  by 
diffolvent  remedies,  afterwards  fucceeded  by  an  eva¬ 
cuation  of  thefe  humours,  in  like  manner  as  the 
cures  performed  by  the  virtue  of  crude  mercury,  or 
by  attenuant,  drying,  or  ludorifk  decoctions  :  thefe 
frequently  very  well  difpofe  the  body  for  the  expul- 
fion  of  the  old,  and  reftoration  of  the  new,  vital 
matter.*  Yet  it  is  excellently  added.  Unde  prudens 
ars  per  has  ad  vitam  longarn  ducit :  “  Whence  pru- 
“  dent  art  conduces  to  long  life  by  virtue  of  thefe 
“  remedies.”  I  believe  there  can  be  but  few  found 
\vho  would  be  willing  to  purchafe  the  uncertain  ex¬ 
pectation  of  old  age  at  this  price. 


SECT.  MCCCCLXXIL 

*  -  '  ' 

IF  the  flux  of  the  faliva  be  lefs,  it  is  to 
be  excited  by  the  fame  provocative. 

Let  the  number  of  dofes,  or  the  quantity  of  mer-  , 
cury  in  every  dofe,  be  augmented.  It  ufuaiiy  very 
much  promotes  the  increafe  of  the  falivation  to  Have 
t  the  head  and  neck  covered  with  flannel,  yet  the  fa¬ 
livation  or  flux  muft  not  be  over  hurried.  I  wras  al- 
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ways  more  willing  to  perfift  longer  in  the  fam 
quantity  of  mercury,  than  to  aft  haftily  *,  for  fome 
times  an  immoderate  lalivation,  furpaffing  expefb 
tion,  is  the  confequejice,  which  cannot  be  mode 
rated  by  the  phyfician  without  great  difficulty,  afe 
the  patient  has  taken-a  large  quantity  of  mercury. 


SEC  T.  MCCCCLXXIII. 

IF  the  flux  fhould  be  greater  than  the  pa 
tients  ftrength  can  bear,  it  is  to  be  check’ 
by  mild  glyfters,  purgatives,  or  fudorifics. 

It  fometimes  may  happen,  that  the  mercury  be 
gins  in  a  fudden  and  impetuous  manner,  particu 
larly  if  an  imprudent  or  an  over- repeated  dofe  c 
it  was  given  ;  or  if  more  crude  mercury  than  need 
fui  had  entered  the  body  by  friftion ;  then  th 
head,  lips,  and  tongue,  fuddenly  fwell,  and  all  th 
infide  of  the  mouth  ;  and,  as  the  vefTels  of  thei 
parts  are  very  pervious,  a  violent  and  perpetual  fa 
livation  enfues,  fo  that  if  it  fliould  continue  with  th 
fame  progrefs,  it  would  fo  empty  the  whole  body  i 
a  ffiort  time,  that  it  rriuft  be  entirely  exhaufted,  th 
fpirits  faint,  and  even  death  enfue.  Being  thus  pre 
cautioned,  the  patients  are  adviled  to  drink  freel 
of  the  ptifan,  recommended  in  Seft  1470,  lo  tha 
its  quantity  may  exceed  that  of  the  faliva  difeharged 
let  luch  nutriment  as  is  thin  be  given,  fo  that  i 
may  pafs  without  moleftation,  and  yet  be  fully  non 
riffiing,  though  fcarcely  requiring  any  aflion  of  th 
bowels  for  its  concoftion  ;  fuch  as  the  thick  juic 
of  barley,  oats,  or  rye,  boiled  in  veal  broth,  c 
fnilk,  in  hopes  that  the  ftrength  may  be  fuftainec 
for  enduring  the  impetuofity  of  a  ftrong  faliva 
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If  thefe  prove  inefficient,  the  falivation  is  to  be 
iminifhed  as  much  as  poffible,  by  a  determination 
>f  the  humours  to  fome  other  parts  :  thofe,  who  only 
fed  mercury  internally,  may  eafily  abftain  there- 
rom  *,  thofe  who  have  experienced  the  effects  of 
aercuria!  undions,  mult  quickly  pull  off  their 
Lockings,  breeches,  ffiirt,  and  ffieets,  all  which  have 
)een  fouled  by  the  mercurial  ointment,  and  then 
arefully  cleanfe  their  fkin,  left  the  adhering  mer- 
:ury  fhould  enter  the  body  and  increafe  the  faliva- 
ion,  which  is  already  too  profufe. 

Cathartics  are  alfo  recommended  for  carrying  off 
l  part  of  this  peccant  matter  by  ftool,  and  thus,  re- 
ieving  the  fuperior  parts,  wnich  for  a  long  time, 
)oth  night  and  day,  difcharge  a  conftant  ftream  of 
aliva,  whereby  the  wretched  patients  are  entirely 
leprived  of  lleep. 

Yet  great  oircumfpedion  is  here  needful;  for  it 
will  appear,  from  what  will  be  faid  in  the  following 
fedion,  that  it  is  not  in  the  leaft  to  be  wifhed 
for,  that  all  the  force  of  the  mercury  fhould  pafs  off 
by  ftool.  Let  this  matter  be  tried  by  a  lenient  pur¬ 
ging  glyfter,  the  formula  whereof  may  be  fcen  in 
the  Materia  Medica .  It  is  known,  that  this  is  called 
a  cathartic  glyfter,  which  ought  to  operate  by  pro¬ 
curing  ftools,  but  not  by  limply  expelling  the  fasces, 
for  it  is  to  be  compofed  of  a  quadruple  quantity  of 
the  ingredients  which  are  ufually  taken  inwardly  as 
a  cathartic  draught ;  v/hence  the  reafon  is  evident 
why  this  is  called  a  lenient  glyfter. 

There  is  another  prescription  to  be  taken  inter¬ 
nally,  which  contains  fifteen  grains  of  diagridiuni , 
(which  is  fcammony  prepared  with  the  fumes  of  Till- 
phur)  and  fix  drachms  of  the  fyrup  of  rofes  with  fena, 
and  nothing  more  ;  fo  that  it  only  contains  a  mud 
purging  virtue. 

I  would  not  venture  to  recommend  more  pow¬ 
erful  cathartics,  and  much  lefs  thofe  which  may 
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create  a  vomitjng,  The  celebrated  Aftruc  *  onl) 
advifed  the  milder  purges  to  be  taken;  but  ah 
terwards  adds,  Imo ,  fi  grave  periculum  immineat 
cum  aqua  tone  di  51  a  Rulandi ,  feu  vino  emetico ,  at 
unciam  unam  &  dimidiam  :  cc  nay,  an  ounce  anc 
<£  a  half  of  aqua  henedidta  Rulandi,  or  emetic  wine 
*£  if  the  danger  fhould  be  very  threatning.55  Who 
ever  fhould  but  once  fee  a  man  lying,  in  the  mid 
die  of  a  falivation,  with  all  the  in  fide  of  his  moutl 
ulcerated,  his  lips  and  cheeks  fwelled,  ftiff,  and  cor 
roded,  with  his  tongue  painful,  fwelled,  and  cox 
roded  at  the  Tides,  hanging  out  of  the  mouth,  muf 
certainly  be  ftruck  with  horror  if  he  fhould  think 
that  perhaps  within  a  few  minutes  this  wretch,  afte 
the  moft  terrible  ficknefs,  fhould  be  feized  with  ; 
violent  vomiting.  The  celebrated  author  forefav 
this  difficulty  afterwards,  faying,  Verum  tamen ,  j 
$b  praclufum  guttur  a  ionfillarum  tumor e  vomtio  dif 
ficilior  ejfe  videatur ,  praftaret,  grana  aliquot  tartar 
jiibiati  folubtlis ,  v.  g.  quinque ,  in  aqua  hbris  duabu 
jolvere ,  par  litis  ' hauftibus ,  potanda  prabere  ;  fi 

‘enim  fraBa ,  adeoque  vomitioni  promovenda  impar ,  de 
orfum  ire  perget  ftibii  vis ,  qua  paulo  for  tier  impetus 
furfum  fa  blur  a  fuiffet :  “  But  if  the  vomiting  ffioulc 
be  obferved  to'  be  more  difficult,  on  account  o 

Y  the  throat  contracted  bv  the  tumour  of  the  ton 

_2  ^  < 

«4  fils,  it  will  be  ufeful  to  difiblve  five  grains  0 
s£  emetic  tartar  in  two  pints  of  water,  and  to  giv 
f  it  to  be  drank  in  divided  draughts  ;  for  the  dof 
C£  thus  broken  is  fo  unequal  to  the  promoting  o 
«£  vomiting,  that  the  emetic  tartar  will  a£t  by  ftool 

V  which  if  given  in  a  larger  dole  would  have  provec 
&£  a  violent  emetic.5’ 

But  certainly  emetic  tartar  diluted,  often  pro 
duces  a  ficknefs  and  vomiting,  though  it  for  th 
nioil  part  operates  by  ftool  :  it  is  well  known,  thai 
the  ftronger  purges  frequently  excite  a  vomiting 
when  they  begin  to  difturb  the  body  ;  but  one  reach 
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ng  only  may  do  much  mifchief  here,  if  it  be  con- 
fidered,  what  a  miferable  ftate  the  infide  of  the 
mouth,  the  fauces,  and  tongue  are  in,  during  the 
falivation.  Even  in  a  found  man,  in  whom  thefe 
parts  are  entire,  flexible,  and  moveable,  the  contents 
of  the  ftomach  are  exploded  with  great  impetuofity, 
and  violent  {trainings.  How  much  is  to  be  feared 
then  when  the  tongue,  tonfils,  palate,  and  fauces  are 
tumefied  and  grown  ftiff,  left  that  any  part  of  the 
contents  of  the  ftomach,  expelled  by  the  vomit, 
itiould  fall  into  the  wind-pipe  and  endanger  fuffo- 
cation,  unlefs  inftantly  forced  out  by  a  very  ftrong 
cough  !  What  tormenting  pain  muft  be  luffered, 
when  all  thefe  parts,  diftended  and  inflamed,  are  fo 
rudely  agitated  !  What  dread  of  a  haemorrhage, 
which  frequently  happens  during  the  time  of  fali¬ 
vation,  whilft  all  thefe  half- corroded  parts  are 
roughly  fhakerr  by  a  vomit  or  cough  1  Whence,  if  l 
am  not  miftaken,  a  vomit  is  to  be  avoided  during 
the  time  of  falivation. 

Therefore,  as  great  caution  was  needful,  in  di- 
minifhing  too  high  a  falivation  by  evacuations  by 
ftool,  an  attempt  was  made  to  derive  the  impetu¬ 
ofity,  and  quantity  of  humours  from-  the  head,  and 
infide  of  the  mouth,  by  fudorific  remedies*,  for 
whilft  the  fkin  was  ail  over  bathed  with  fweat,  it 
was  hoped,  that  thofe  parts  which  feparate  and  dii~ 
charge  the  laliva  would  be  lefs  {trained  •,  and  that 
the  exceffive  torrent  of  the  falivation  might  be  lei- 
fened  by  this  method. 

In  Boerhaave’s  Materia  Medic  a ,  xxxiv.  grains  of 
piafcordium  Sylvii  are  recommended  as  a  fudorific 
for  this  purpofe ;  but  as  this  compofition  is  not  al¬ 
ways  met  with  in  the  apothecaries  iftops  in  Germany, 
I  fhall  fay  a  few  words  concerning  it. 

Biafcordium ,  fo  called  from  the  herb  Sccrdium , 
which  is  a  principal  ingredient  in  this  electuary,  is 
defcribed  by  Hieronymus  Fracajiorius ,  JJb.  3.  de  mor¬ 
tis  contagiofis ,  cap.  7.  and  highly  extolled  for  cu- 
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ring  of  contagious  difeafes,  particularly  the  plague  : 
he  therefore  gave  his  patients  a  potion,  which  con¬ 
tained  a  dram  of  this  electuary  ;  two  ounces  of  the 
j  uice  of  Lujula ,  or  wood  forrel ;  an  ounce  of  the  juice 
of  lemons  \  and  an  ounce  of  vinegar  ^  and  two  fcru- 
ples  fpecierum  cordial .  de  gemmis  :  but  he  particu¬ 
larly  feems  to  have  attributed  all  the  medicinal 
power  of  this  draught,  for  curing  the  plague,  to 
the  Diafcordium ,  three  fourth-parts  of  which  confift 
of  honey  ;  whence  fifteen  grains  of  the  otfier  ingre¬ 
dients  together  were  taken  in  this  draught.  If  I 
miftake  not,  this  eledtuary  confifted  of  fixteen  in¬ 
gredients  •,  whence  a  fmall  fhare  of  each  was  in  this 
draughty  and  therefore  fome  were  more  willing  to 
attribute  the  efficacy  of  this  remedy  to  the  acid 
juices,  rather  than  to  the  drachm  of  Diafcordium  ; 
and  there  is  alfo  fome  opium,  but  not  a  great  quan¬ 
tity,  in  this  electuary  ;  but  that  varied  in  different 
places  :  in  fome  apothecaries  ffiops,  a  drachm  of 
Diafcordium  contains  one  third  part  of  a  grain  of 
opium,  but  only  one  fourth  part  of  a  grain  in  Vi¬ 
enna.  This  compofition  is  ufually  to  be  found  al- 
mofc  in  every  apothecary’s  ffiop,  but  not  exactly 
prepared  like  that  which  Fracaftorius  defcribed. 

Francifcus  de  le  Boe  Sylvius  *  compofed  another 
Diafcordium  different  from  the  former,  for  he  took 
many  ingredients  from  it  and  added  new  ones-,  fuch 
as  radices  angelicre ,  folia  cardui  benedidli ,  crocum ,  aca- 
ciam ,  radicem  imperatori nucem  mo f chat  am  :  the 
greateft  difference  confifted  in  this,  that  he  added  no 
honey  to  it,  which  increafes  the  bulk  but  not  the 
virtues  of  the  remedy,  in  fuch-like  compofitions ; 
for  he  ordered  all  the  ingredients  to  be  digefted  in 
fpirit  of  wine,  which  he  diftilled  in  an  alembic  over 
a  flow  fire ;  there  then  remained  an  extradl  in  the 
bottom  of  the  veffel,  which  neither  changed  nor  be¬ 
came  corrupted  :  thus  he  gave  a  fpecimen  of  the 
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manner  of  compounding  fuch  remedies  in  (hops, 
which  contain  great  virtues  in  a  little  compafs.  It 
plainly  appears,  that  the  proportion  of  the  mixed 
opium  to  the  reft  of  the  ingredients  is  increafed, 
as  no  honey  is  added  to  the  compofition.  The  pro¬ 
portion  of  opium  to  the  reft  of  the  imgredients 
cannot  be  exactly  afcertained  in  the  Diafcordium  Syl- 
vii^  as  that  may  vary  according  to  the  confiftence 
of  the  extract  at  the  bottom.  Sylvius  himfelf  deter¬ 
mines  fifteen  grains  to  be  a  fufficient  dofe  to  ope¬ 
rate  as  a  fudonfic  :  twenty  grains,  as  hath  been  faid, 
are  prefcribed  in  Boerhaave’s  Materia  Medica .  I 
have  feen  thirty  grains,  and  more,  given  without 
any  damage  to  the  patient. 

The  concentrated  virtues  of  the  aromatics,  and 
the  aperient  quality  of  the  faffron,  prove  the  efficacy 
of  this  remedy  •,  it  would  be  of  the  utmoft  fervicc 
if,  after  the  exhibition  of  a  purge,  in  this  cafe,  it 
could  reprefs,  alleviate,  or  lull  the  djfturbance  ari- 
fing  from  the  operation  of  the  cathartic,  and  alfo 
the  extreme  fenfibility  of  the  internal  parts  of  the 
mouth,  whereby  the  falivation  is  ufually  augmented ; 
and  at  the  lame  time  promote  the  derivation  of  the 
humours  to  another  part,  by  raffing  fweat. 


SECT.  MCCCCLXXIV. 

IF  the  mercury  runs  off  by  ftool,  opiates, 
and  diaphoretic?  will  be  needful. 

The  effedt  of  mercury,  whether  externally  applied 
by  fridtion,  or  internally  taken,  is  a  diftblution  of 
the  humours  of  the  body,  and  an  evacuation  of  thefe 
humours  fo  diffolved,  in  a  copious,  foetid  laliva  dif- 
charged  by  the  mouth.  But  it  fometimes  happens, 
that  all  the  mercury  runs  off  by  ftool,  which  is  not 
at  all  to  be  wiffied  for.  A  falivation  no  fooner  begins 
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in  fame  perfons,  than  a  diarrhoea  immediately  fol¬ 
lows:  to  guard  againft  this,  let  a  fpoonful  of  th< 
opiate  medicine,  prefcribed  in  Sebt.  1469,  be  taken, 
alter  every  dole  of  the  mercurial  preparation,  anc 
alio  be  frequently  repeated  between  whiles,  if  the 
patient  complains  of  a  griping  pain  or  rumbling  o! 
the  bowels  ;  nor  have  I  ever  given  another  dofe  ol 
mercury  until  thefe  complaints  fubfided :  J  alfo  di- 
minified  the  dole  of  mercury,  and  gave  it  at  longer 
intervals,  if  I  obferved  that  the  inteffines  were  eafily 
irritated. 

But  as  the  mouth  grows  painful  before  the  fali¬ 
vation  begins,  I  fufpebted  that  the  painful,  inflam¬ 
matory,  ulcerating  caufe,  applied  to  the  interna! 
parts  of  the  mouth,  might  draw  the  putrid  mafs  ol 
humours  towards  thefe  places.  Hence  the  fame  is 
to  be  dreaded  from  the  griping  pains,  which  happen 
in  confequence  of  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury;  and. 
if  the  whole  inlide  of  the  mouth  fhould  be  all  ovei 
ulcerated  during  the  falivation,  how  many  evils 
muff  enfue,  if  from  a  like  conflux  of  humours,  a 
falivation  fhould  be  formed  by  the  inteftines  !  This 
certainly  may  be  called  an  inteftinal  falivation,  be- 
caufe  it  performs  the  fame  effedf,  as  I  have  learned 
in  the  following  cafe.  A  thin  lean  woman,  of  thir¬ 
ty-four  years  of  age,  afked  my  advice  in  regard  tc 
iome  pains,  which  Ihe  had  a  long  time  fuffered,  in  the 
infide  of  her  mouth,  and  a  hoarfenefs,  of  which  fhe 
complained.  I  found  a  hole  eat  through  the  palate 
of  her  mouth,  which  was  large  enough  to  receive 
the  top  of  a  man’s  little  finger.  After  I  had 
for  fome  days  filed  this  faplefs  body  with  water 
gruel,  with  an  addition  of  a  third  part  of  milk, 
the  pains  in  her  mouth,  &c.  were  diminifhed,  the 
fauces,  before  dry,  feerned  moift,  and  I  attempted 
to  excite  a  falivation  by  giving  her  mercurius  dul- 
c:s,  yet  in  a  fmall  dofe  only  :  fhe  was  immedi¬ 
ately  ruffled  by  a  racking  pain  of  the  bowels,  with 
a.  flux  by  ftool,  and  but  flight  traces  of  a  falivation 

appeared  * 
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appeared  ;  neither  did  her  tongue  or  lips  fwell,  fo 
that  I  could  every  day  frequently  view  the  ulcer 
in  the  palate  of  her  mouth.  I  retrained  the  diar¬ 
rhoea  with  opiates  ;  I  evidently  faw  the  margins  of 
of  the  ulcer  grow  moift,  the  width  of  the  hole  at 
bottom  diminilh,  the  corroded  fiefh  replaced  with 
new,  and  the  whole  ulcer  tend  to  a  confolidation. 
Still  I  went  on,  with  great  caution,  in  the  ufe  of  the 
mercurius  dulcis,  which  feemed  as  yet  no  way  ac¬ 
tive.  But  afterwards  a  lalivation  fuddenly  came 
on  :  fhe  was  feized  with  a  vomiting,  and  a  dyfentery, 
which  I  fupprefied  with  opium  ;  1  kept  up  the  fali- 
vation  by  fupporting  her  with  fuitable  drink,  See. 
and  thus  fhe  was  perfectly  cured,  and  for  many  years 
after  lived'  found  and  robuft. 

As  foon  therefore  as  I  perceived  the  mercury  ta 
operate  by  ftool,  I  gave  opiates,  and  that  repeatedly, 
until  the  pains  of  the  abdomen  and  bowels  were 
Hopped.  Such  a  prefeription  is  inferted  in  Boer- 
haave’s  Materia  Medic  a^  where  half  a  grain  of  opium 
is  ordered  to  be  given  every  quarter  of  an  hour,  un¬ 
til  thefe  fymptoms  fubfide.  Theriaca  Andromachiy 
fpread  upon  leather,  and  applied  in  form  of  a  plaf- 
ter  to  the  abdomen,  is  recommended  for  that  fame 
purpofe :  but  as  a  free  perfpi ration  through  the  Ikin 
is  always  recommended  for  the  cure  of  a  diarrhoea, 
(according  to  Hippocrates'  words  *  cutis  raritas ,  alvi 
denfitas :  “  When  the  ikin  is  moift,  the  belly  is  in 
“  a  coftive  ftate  :”)  hence  fudorifics,  mixed  with 
opiates,  are  aifo  recommended  in  this  cafe.  Such  a 
remedy,  compofed  of  Jjiajcordium  Sylvii ,  of  which 
I  have  fpoken  in  the  preceding  fedion,  is  to  be 
found  in  Boerhaave’s  Materia  Medica . 

*  Epidem  VI.  Charter  Tom.  IX.  p,  433. 
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SECT.  MCCCCLXXV. 

WH  E  N  the  mouth,  gums,  and  the 
jaws,  or  internal  parts  of  the  fauces, 
fwell  too  much,  or  grow  very  painful,  a  foft 
lenient  gargle  or  lotion  is  to  be  ufed,  or  as 
in  Sedt.  1473. 

It  fometimes  happens,  efpecially  when  a  falivation 
is  brought  on  by  mercurial  unCtion,  that  the  mouth, 
gums,  jaws,  and  tongue,  contrary  to  expectation, 
are  greatly  fwelled  and  inflamed,  with  excruciating 
pain,  fo  that  no  flight  danger  of  a  fuffocation  arifes 
from  the  fudden  tumour  of  thefe  parts.  When  a 
falivation  is  produced  by  mercurials  internally  given, 
this  feldom  happens  ;  becaufe,  as  foon  as  the  pa¬ 
tients  feel  a  flight  itching  in  the  gums,  and  the  teeth 
begin  as  it  were  to  be  raifed,  the  prudent  phyficiari 
will  entirely  abftain  from  the  ufe  of  the  mercury. 
Or  give  but  a  fmall  dole  only,  that  he  may  keep  up 
the  prefent  ftate,  as  a  falivation  may  enfue  in  a  fhort 
time  after :  for  it  was  before  faid,  that  the  efficacy 
of  crude  mercury  can  be  far  more  eafily  reduced  to 
a  juft  medium  when  internally  applied,  than  when 
externally  rubbed  into  the  body. 

If  in  fuch  a  cafe  a  ftrong  falivation  immediately 
follows,  the  fwelling  of  the  parts,  for  the  moft  part* 
ufually  fubfides,  and  the  danger  of  fuffocation  from 
the  exceffive  fize  of  the  tumour  is  leffened  :  yet 
the  fkilful  practitioners  are  generally  full  of  appre- 
henfion  when  a  falivation  fuddenly  arifes  from  a 
fmall  quantity  of  crude  mercury  *  for  experience 
hath  taught,  that  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe  is' 
then  lefs  certain,  and  that  the  fymptoms  of  the  dif- 
eafecftnefr  return  afreffi.  The  fame  hath  been  ob- 

ferved 
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ferved  after  a  great  inflammation  of  the  internal 
parts  of  the  mouth,  together  with  a  plentiful  faliva¬ 
tion.*  Whence  it  appears,  why  the  more  prudent 
praditioners  have  always  attempted  to  apply  mer¬ 
cury  in  fuch  a  manner  that  a  moderate  falivation 
ffiould  follow,  as  was  faid  in  Sed.  1471.  The  age, 
fex,  and  ftrength  of  the  patient,  muft  always  be  re¬ 
garded  ;  but  when  the  difeafed  perfon  lies  in  thefe 
difficulties,  he  is  immediately  to  be  fuccoured  by 
perpetually  fupplying  the  infide  of  his  mouth  with 
warm  decodions  of  emollient  herbs  ;  for  the  in¬ 
flamed  and  fwelled  internal  parts  of  the  mouth  fuf- 
fer  very  acute  pain  from  the  motions  required  in 
gargarifing  them  ;  befides,  v  a  part  of  the  gargarifm 
might  fall  into  the  afpera  arteria,  and  fuffocate  the 
patient,  or  at  leaft  prove  very  troublefome  to  him, 
if  all  that  fell  in  ffiould  be  expelled  from  the  tra¬ 
chea  by  a  violent  fit  of  coughing  ;  for  certainly 
the  inflamed  and  painful  parts  muft  be  greatly  fhaken 
by  a  violent  cough. 

Such  herbs  are  prefcribed  in  Boerhaave’s  Materia 
Medica ,  at  Sed.  1426,  the  decodions  whereof  may  not 
only  be  ufed  as  above  direded,  but  alfo  be  drank, 
and  often  injeded  in  the  manner  of  a  glyfter  ^  for 
they  relax,  open,  and  foften  the  parts,  fo  as  that  a 
more  copious  falivation  may  flow. 

If  fome  eafe  follow  not  immediately,  the  patient 
muft  be  bled  ;  and  it  muft  be  tried  whether  the 
quantity  and  impetuofity  of  the  humours  cannot  be 
drawn  downwards  by  ftool,  that  the  over-great  fwel- 
lings  in  the  upper  parts  may  abate,  as  was  obferved 
in  Sed.  1473.  ^  is  indeed  to  be  feared,  left  the 

inteftines  be  greatly  injured  by  this  aqrid  and  putrid 
filth ;  but  nobody  will  hefitate  in  choofing  the 
flighter  evil  in  fuch  a  doubtful  cafe.  If,  therefore, 
the  internal  parts  of  the  mouth  ffiould  fwell  fo 
piuch  that  a  cathartic  cannot  be  fwallowed,  a  quad¬ 
ruple 

*  Medical  Eflays  and  Obfervat,  Tom.  III.  p.  327. 
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ruple  dofe  of  thefe  ingredients  fhould  be  injected  by 
Way  of  glyflen 

Thefe  evils  fometimes  ought  not  to  be  afcribect  to 
thole  who  undertake  the  cure,  but  to  the  patients 
themfelves.  I  had  a  young  man  under  cure,  who 
was  hot  ignorant  of  the  medical  art.  1  gave  him  fome 
dofes  of  white  precipitate,  and  the  firlt  figns  of  an 
approaching  falivation  readily  appeared.  1  was  de- 
firous,  as  ufual,  to  defift  from  the  farther  applica¬ 
tion  of  mercury,  until  I  nrft  faw  the  progrefs  of  the 
falivation.  The  patient  being  difiatisfied*  and  tired 
with  this  delay,  fent  to  an  apothecary’s  for  five 
grains  of  turbith  mineral,  unknown  to  me,  and  im¬ 
mediately  fwallowed  that  dofe,  with  a  defign,  as  he 
faid,  either  to  cure,  or  kill  himfelf  quickly  :  having 
thus  done,  he  opened  the  windows  of  the  chamber 
in  cold  and'  ternpeiluous  wet  winter  weather,  threat¬ 
ening  his  nurfe  with  prefent  death  if  fhe  attempted 
to  flop  this  unadvifed  and  rafh  flep.  I  was,  in  three 
hours  after,  haflily  called  to  fuccour  the  wretch 
then  at  death’s  door  :  his  head  was  all  over  excef- 
fively  fwelled  ;  his  eyes  were  bloodfhed,  fwelled,  and 
flatting  out  of  his  head  ;  his  tongue,  livid  and  fwel¬ 
led,,  hung  out  of  his  mouth  j  his  lips  in  like  manner 
livid  and  fwelled  were  inverted  ;  and  he  alfo  la¬ 
boured  under  vaft  anxiety,  fo  that  I  never  beheld  fo 
horrid  a  fpedtacle.  A  neighbouring  furgeon  quickly 
bled  him  until  he  fainted  *  I  then  prefcribed  a  ftrong- 
purging  giyfter  to  be  inftantly  given  him,  which 
difcharged  an  incredible  quantity  of  humours  *  and 
the  fweliing  of  the  parts  fo  fubfided,  that  he  could 
in  a  fhort  time  breathe  freely  and  fwailow  liquids  :■ 
the  falivation  copioufly  flowed  the  day  following 
and  proceeded  happily  every  day  after,  until  he  was 
cured  ;  yet  he  languifhed  for  fome  months  before 
be  could  recover  his  ufual  flrength. 
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SECT.  MCCCCLXXVI. 

r|JL^  H  E  falivation  is  to  be  continued  until 

JL  all  the  fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe 
vamfh,  which  commonly  takes  up  the  time 
of  thirty-fix  days. 

i  -■  \  •* 

The  efficacy  of  crude  mercury  is  evidently  ob- 
ferved  in  the  parts  affeded  by  the  venereal  difeafe, 
which  are  vilible  ;  for  the  puftules  fubfide,  are 
dried  up,  and  fcale  off,  or  are  fometimes  carried 
away  by  a  fuppuration  ;  the  foul  bottoms  of  the 
ulcers  are  cleanled,  and  grow  red  ;  the  purple  or  livid 
colour  of  the  adjacent  fkin  gradually  changes  into 
its  natural  hue  •,  the  nodurnal  pains  are  diminifhed  ; 
the  tophi  and  venereal  gummata  grow  foft,  and  are 
diminifhed  in  like  manner  ;  and  the  fame  is  home- 
times  obferved  in  venereal  complaints  of  the  bones^ 
[particularly  if  recent,  for  this  felicity  is  feldom  ob¬ 
tained  in  thofe  of  many  years  Handing,  as  they  much 
longer  perfift  in  their  attack  ;  the  thin  fpongy  bones  of 
ke  nofe  and  palate  often  fall ;  and  the  lamellae  of  the 
ku.ll,  corroded  by  the  virus,  are  feparated  from  the 
>ther  parts  which  are  as  yet  found  *  but  time  is  re¬ 
tired  for  perfecting  a  cure  of  all  thefe  parts.  Cafes 
dfo  are  fometimes  met  with,  which  elude  the  efficacy 
pf  mercury.  Argentum  .enim  vivum^  fola  vi  vitas 
Aum,  hoc  malum  fanat ,  motu  expellit.  Ideo  &  ejus 
'ledicata  poteftas  baud  valet  corrigere  Venereum  tabum> 
uando  tile  figitur  in  locis ,  ad  qua  a  Elio  cordis  &  arte - 
iarum  vix  pertingit.  Hinc  cariem  diploes  cranii  non 
mat  \  fed ,  in  cellulas  ejus  ojfeas ,  confumto  pingui  va- 
'ias,  iners  effufus ,  flagnat.  Inde  &  ojfium  medullam 
iquinatam  hoc  malo  vix  repur  gat.  Gonorrhoeas ,  in 

]lu  cellulofa  penis  fabrica  harentes ,  per  quas  vix  ullus 
rcumeuntium  humor um  impetus ,  nunquam  fanat  \  licet 
Vol.  XVIL  A  a  Luem, 
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Luem ,  fimul  dominant em ,  perfetle  eo  tempore  tollat 
Officula  tenerrima ,  folis  tenuibus  teffia  membranis ,  jter 
nequit ,  excidant.  Sed  mala  Venerea , 

tit  ant  in  locis ,  arteries  rubric,  fiava,  ferofa 

pellucid# ,  cateraquey  per  quas  liquida  cum  idonea  ve- 
locitate  ruunt ,  argentumque  vivurn  in  fe  admittere  poj 
funi ,  illud  for  titer  urgere  vitali  pot  eft  ate , 

fefte  fanari  queunt  Mercurii  virtute.  §u<e  profebh 
objervata  proderunt  Medico ,  diftfdat  in  his ,  ne  va 

mis  fit  in  illis  :  cc  For  quickfilver,  agitated  by  th( 
*c  foie  force  of  life,  cures  this  diforder,  and  expel 
ic  it  by  motion  :  yet  its  medicinal  power  is  not  fuf 
<c  ficient  for  corredling  the  venereal  poifon,  whet 
<c  fixed  in  certain  places  to  which  the  adlion  of  th< 
<c  heart  and  arteries  fcarcely  reaches  ;  hence  it  heal 
cc  not  a  caries  in  the  diploe  of  the  fkull,  but  flag 
44  nates  unadtively  in  its  boney  cells,  empty  fron 
4<  the  confumption  of  their  fat  or  oily  fubftance 
44  hence  it  hardly  purges  the  corrupted  marrow  o: 
44  the  bones  from  this  diforder  thoroughly.  It  nevei 
44  heals  gonorrheas  adhering  only  in  the  cellula; 
44  fabric  of  the  penis*  through  which  the  humour 
44  circulate  with  fcarce  any  impetuofity  :  though  i 
44  may  perfedtly  cure  the  Lues,  at  the  fame  tim< 
44  predominant  in  the  body,  it  cannot  preferve  th< 
44  tender  fpongious  little  bones,  covered  only  wit! 
44  thin  membranes,  from  being  deftroyed  :  but  ve 
44  nereal  complaints  which  lurk  in  places  througf 
64  which  the  red,  yellow,  ferous,  pellucid,  and  othei 
44  arteries  are  diflributed,  through  which'  the  fluid! 
44  circulate  with  due  velocity,  and  can  receive  the 
44  mercury,  and  flrongly  propel  it  by  the  vita 
66  powers,  can  be  perfedlly  cured  by  its  virtue.  Thef 
44  obfervations,  attended  to,  will  prevent  phyfician! 
44  from  adting  with  diffidence  in  fome  cafes,  anc 
44  with  too  much  confidence  in  others.”  *  Hence  it 
evidently  appears  in  what  fenfe  this  rule  is  to  be  un¬ 
derflood  : 

*  Herm.  Boerhxave  in  Prsefat.  Aphrodif. 
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ierftood  *,  pergendum ,  donee  omnia  fymptomata  evanu - 
r/tf/ ;  “  the  cure  is  to  be  continued  until  all  the 
4  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  vanifh  ”  for  if  any  fymp- 
:oms  fhould  remain  in  places  which  the  efficacy  of 
:he  mercury  has  not  reached  ;  if  carious  bones  have 
lot  been  yet  feparated  from  the  found,  and  the 
latient  fhould  under  this  pretext  be  continued  in  the 
'alivation,  he  would  certainly  fooner  fink  under  it 
:han  be  cured.  Thefe  misfortunes  often  happen* 
when  quacks,  and  old  women,  boailing  of  the  vir- 
:ues  of  their  noitrums,  impudently  prefume  to  un¬ 
dertake  a  cure  by  falivation. 

By  what  indications  therefore  does  the  phyfieiark 
ludge  when  it  is  proper  to  flop  a  falivation  ?  It  has 
been  before  proved  by  many  obfervations,  that  the 
venereal  virus  is  more  ealily  mixed  with  vifeid,  mu¬ 
cous,  and  particularly  pinguious  humours*  and  that 
it  becomes  more  intricately  blended  with  them.  All 
the  pinguious  humours  are  diffiolved  by  the  aftion 
of  the  mercury,  all  the  vifeid  are  attenuated,  anddif- 
charged  out  of  the  body  through  various  outlets, 
together  with  the  virus  adhering  to  them  ;  therefore, 
when  the  patient’s  body  is  totally  emaciated,  when 
the  venereal  ulcers  are  cleanfed,  leffened  in  fize,  and 
when  yielding  laudable  matter  they  tend  to  confolida- 
tion  ;  then  the  falivation  feems  to  have  performed 
all  that  can  be  expelled  from  it,  and  therefore  the 
prudent  phyfician  will  fuffer  it  to  decreafe  gradually 
until  %t  ceafes. 

Nec  fane  attioni  Mercurii ,  in  traftanda  hac  invete « 
rata  agritudine ,  fas  efto,  nift  prius ,  ne  gutta  quidem 
intafta,  univerfos  corporis  humores ,  qui  ullo  modo 
pingues  funt ,  in  aqnam  redigeris ,  expuleris  de  corporey 
ficque  fimul  immiftum  his  tabum  Venereum  ablueris 
quam  perfedtiffime  de  corpore  affedio.  AUter ,  fi  quid 
\refiitit ,  Jlatim  ac  novi  ex  alimentis  fucci ,  qui  fe viper  - 
tunc  rena  fount  ur,  magis  quam  olim  pingues ,  per fe die 
vafa  repleverint ,  ilico  novus  recrudefeit  morbus.  Unde 
deducitur,  rite  non  curari  malum,  nifi  pallefcat  inftar 

A  a  2  mot  tin 
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inortui  <eger^  nifi  emacietur  prorfus,  tiifi  alimentis  inter 
curandum  quam  minims  pinguibus  nutriatur ,  nifi  tarn 
diu  protrahatur  ipfa  curatio ,  donee  antiqui .  humor es 
omnino  de  corpore  migraverint .  Neque  ideo  uniufeu - 
eft,  fortunato  dirigere  argentum  vivum  in  fe- 
licem  exitum  :*  u  Neither  is  it  right  to  treat  this  in- 
cc  veterate  diforder  with  the  adion  of  mercury,  un- 
46  Ids  you  have  firft  reduced  every  drop  of  all  the 
«  humours  of  the  body,  which  contain  the  lead  fat, 
“  into  water  •,  you  may  then  expel  them,  and  there- 
“  with  effectually  cleanfe  away  the  venereal  poifon 
«  intimately  mixed  with  thefe  humours  •,  otherwife, 
<c  if  any  thing  remains,  as  foon  as  the  new  juices  of 
44  the  aliments,  which  then  are  always  renewed  more 
fat  than  the  former,  perfectly  fill  the  veffels,  the 
“  difeafe  in  dandy  repullulates.  Whence  it  is  in- 
“  ferred,  that  the  diforder  is  not  perfectly  cured  ; 
“  unlefs  the  patient  grows  as  pale  as  a  dead  corpfe, 
“  unlefs.  he  is  emaciated  to  the  lad:  degree  •,  unleis 
tc  the  Aliments,  with  which  he  is  nourifhed  during 
“  the  cure,  be  no  way  fat ;  unlefs  his  cure  is  con- 
«  tinned  until  all  the  old  humours  have  been  en- 
«  tirely  evacuated  from  the  body.  It  is  not  there- 
«  fore  the  talent  of  every  one,  to  dired  a  mercurial 
cc  courfe  with  fuccefs.33 

Thus  the  limits  of  a  falivation  may  be  excellently 
well  defined,  and  the  reafon  alfo  appears,  why  thir¬ 
ty-fix  days  have  been  ufually  appointed  for  the  courfe 
of  a  falivation.  It  was  faid  in  Sed.  1471,  tha*  a  dif- 
charge  of  four  pints  of  faliva  every  twenty-foui 
hours  was  fufficient ;  therefore  144  pints  are  dif 
charged  during  the  courfe  of  the  falivation,  at  th( 
rate  of  four  pints  per  day,  and  108  at  the  rate  01 
three.  But  it  is  certain,  that  the  flux  is  not  fc 
copious  in  the  beginning,  and  when  the  falivatior 
verges  to  an  end,  but  when  it  is  at  its  height,  1 
much  greater  quantity  of  faliva  is  difeharged.  .  1 


J  Hcrm.  Eoerhaave  in  Praefat. .  Aphrodiii 
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the  difcharges  alfo  by  {tool,  urine,  particularly  by 
fweat  (for  the  patient  lies  in  a  warm  room,  and  well 
covered)  be  computed,  it  will  appear,  that  all  the 
old  humours  have  migrated  from  the  body,  and  the 
venereal  virus  with  them,  if  the  cure -turns  out  fuc- 
cefsful :  there  alfo  appears  a  neceflity  of  feeding  the 
patient  with  a  liquid,  thin,  antiputrefcent  diet,  np 
ways  fat,  during  the  courfe  of  the  falivation.  Let  a 
decodlion  of  barley,  oats,  rye,  or  bread,  be  given, 
mixed  with  a  third  part  of  milk;  then  broths  made 
of  white  tender  flefh  meats,  from  which  all  the  fat 
muft  be  fkimmed,  and  to  which  a  little  orange-juice 
may  be  added  :  thefe  aliments  alone  commonly  come 
into  ufe,  as  the  internal  fwellcd,  painful,  and  cor¬ 
roded  parts  of  the  mouth,  cannot  bear  any  others. 
Let  a  fmail  quantity  of  thefe  be  given  at  frequent  re¬ 
petitions,  that  the  {Length  may  be  fuftained. 


SECT.  MCCCCLXXVII. 


"'HEN  a  gentle  dofe  of  mercury  is  now 


\  and  then  to  be  taken  during  thirty-fix 
days  more,  that  the  traces  of  a  very  gentle  lpit- 
ting  may  remain. 


It  may  appear  wonderful,  that  the  ufe  of  mercury 
fhould  be  ftill  recommended  for  thirty-fix  days  more  ; 
though  even  but  moderately  taken  in  lefler  dofes, 
or  at  longer  intervals,  after  the  patient  has  under¬ 
gone  a  falivation  :  it  is  not  here  intended  to  excite 
a  new  falivation,  but  to  hold  the  humours  of  the 
body  fo  diffolved,  that  if  any  part  of  the  venereal 
virus  ftill  remains,  whether  circulating  with  the  hu¬ 
mours,  or  adhering  to  lome  part  or  other,  it  may 
be  walked  away  from  thence  by  a  plentiful  quantity 
of  diluting  liquids,  and  the  patient  be  entirely  freed 
from  this  filthy  difeafe :  he  muft,  alio  abftain  from 


A  a  3 
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fat  and  rich  diet,  from  wine  and  fpirituous  liquors 
during  all  tills  time  :  care  is  alfo  to  be  taken,  that 
thefe  much-exhaufled  bodies  Ihould  not  be  fuddenly 
filled  with  nourifhment,  even  of  the  belt  kind.  An 
oily  fubflance  is  contained  in  even  the  pooreft  and 
lead:  nutritious  food.  A  cow  drinks  pure  water, 
and  feeds  only  upon  grafs  and  vegetables  which 
contain  a  watery  juice,  not  in  the  leal!  oily,  yet 
many  pints  of  milk  are  twice  a  day  milked  from 
this  found  animal,  which  afford  a  large  quantity  of 
fat  butter :  hence  the  prudent  phyficians  dread  the 
life  of  favoury  or  rich  food  after  a  falivation,  and 
therefore  enjoin  their  patients  a  fevere  diet.  Tired 
of  thefe  reftridtions  and  their  former  fufferings,  they 
are  often  found  lefs  obedient  than  they  ought,  but 
their  refra&orinefs  is  always  attended  with  danger 
to  themfelyes,  and  creates  their  phyficians  much 
trouble.  ‘ 

I  have  oftentimes  beheld  fuch  calamities  •,  and, 
amongft  other  patients,  I  had  a  young  man,  who, 
fix  weeks  before,  had  lain  with  a  woman  whom  he 
knew  to  be  infe&ed  with  the  venereal  difeafe :  a 
venereal  chancre  broke  out  the  day  following  on 
the  infide  of  the  prepuce,  and  buboes  afterwards 
arofe  in  the  groin,  together  with  an  intolerable  noc¬ 
turnal  pain  in  the  head,  which  ceafed  upon  the  e- 
ruprion  of  a  great  number  of  red  fpots  on  the  fore¬ 
head  ;  then  he  began  to  complain  of  a  pain  in  the 
nofe,  and  a  little  after,  the  infide  of  his  mouth  grew 

faintul ;  fearing  then  the  moil  terrible  complaints, 
periuaded  him  to  undergo  a  falivation.  Eleven 
grains  of  white  precipitate  were  fufficient  to  excite 
and  keep  up  a  falivation  during  the  ufual  period. 

I  earneilly  advifed  him  to  obferve  the  rule  of  diet 


1  prefcribed  for  him,  for  fear  of  a  relapie  :  he  pe¬ 
tulantly  laughed  at  my  precaution,  and  fhewed  me 
feme  empty  bottles,  out  of  which  he  had  drank  Bur¬ 
gundy  wine  the  night  before  at  fupper,  with  his 
mends,  together  with  the  remainder  of  a  ham  of  which 
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he  had  alio  eaten  ;  boafting  that  nothing  could  be 
more  favoury.  In  feven  weeks  after,  the  filthy  fpots 
broke  out  afreffi  on  his  forehead,  and  his  pains,  and 
ulcerations  in  the  infide  of  his  mouth  returned  again  5 
then  by  a  copious  ufe  of  the  decodtion  of  the  roots 
of  Bar danay  China ,  and  Sarfaparilldy  with  now  and 
then  an  hydragogue  mercurial  purge  interpofed,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  reltridtion  to  a  fevere  courfe  of  diet, 
the  diforder  was  again  cured. 

In  another  fimilar  cafe,  a  fecond  falivation  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  carry  off  the  fymptoms  of  the  venereal 
difeal'e,  for  they  returned  with  greater  violence  than 
at  firft  :  but  this  patient  paid  due  regard  to  my  ad¬ 
vice  after  this  fecond  falivation,  for  I  law  him  twelve 
years  after  perfectly  found,  and  blelt  with  a  fine 
wife,  and  healthy  robufl  children. 

For  if  any  part  of  the  old  leaven  ftill  remains  in 
the  body  after  a  falivation,  the  difeafe  indeed  be¬ 
comes  filent  and  affords  a  falfe  truce,  as  long  as  the 
vital  powers  are  weak,  or  until  the  humours  be- 
|  come  pinguious,  when  the  fymptoms  again  repul- 
|  lulate. 

The  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe  is  in  like  manner 
;  to.  be  moft  certainly  depended  on,  if  all  the  ulcers 
are  cicatrized  with  firm  fears,  and  if  no  fymptoms 
of  the  priftine  diforder  bud  out  again  after  a  gene¬ 
rous  way  of  living,  and  a  number  of  years  have 
elapfed. 

It  appears  from  all  that  has  been  hitherto  faid 
concerning  a  falivation,  that  it  but  feldom  occafions 
danger  of  life,  if  the  perfon  who  diredts  the  cure  is 
prudent  and  fkilful,  and  the  patient  readily  conforms 
to  the  didtates  of  his  phyfician  ;  particularly  if  a  falw 
vation  is  brought  on  by  mercurial  remedies  inter¬ 
nally  taken,  for  we  can  much  better  moderate,  di- 
jmnifh,  or  augment  their  efficacy.  I  never  loft  a  fin- 
gle  patient  in  a  falivation  ;  one  only  was  in  very 
great  danger,  owing  to  his  own  rafhnefs  and  impru¬ 
dence,  as  before  appeared. 

A  a  4  Phy-~ 
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Phyficians  in  general  readily  allow,  that  the  cure 
by  falivation  is  pregnant  with  very  dangerous  and 
tirefome  accidents.  The  celebrated  Boerhaave ,*  who 
recommends  falivation  as  an  efficacious  method  of 
curing  the  venereal  difeafe,  advifes,  that  great  care 
is  (till  neceffiary  to  recover  the  patient  after  a  fali¬ 
vation  ;  Nifi  enim  curatum  jam  homiyiem  per  menfem 
unum  altenimvc  a  pinguibus  arcueris  pabulis ,  atque  a 
putrefcentibus  facile  cohibueris ,  dclebis  fruftra ,  te  dif- 
cruciaffe  miferum  crudeli  durtffimi  remedii  tortura  % 
qumn  fere  femper  aliquid  bar  eat ,  unde  fepultus  refur - 
gat  morbus ,  novafque  vires  capiat :  u  unlefs  you  con- 
46  fine  the  man  already  cured  for  one  month  or  two 
£t  from  high  living,  and  re  [train  him  from  p  litre  f- 
“  cent  aliments,  you  will  in  vain  grieve  to  have  ex- 
cruciated  the  wretch  with  the  cruel  tortures  of  the 
4C  moil  fevere  and  dangerous  remedy  ;  as  fomething 
commonly  always  lurks  behind,  from  whence  the 
46  feemingly-extinguifhed  difeafe  may  repullulate  a- 
cc  gain  and  gather  new  force.59 

The  very  acute  pains  of  the  corroded  tongue, 
which  is  fome times  fplit  into  deep  Allures  ;  the  hae¬ 
morrhage  from  the  internal  corroded  parts  of  the 
mouth,  which  often  happens  when  the  teeth  are  rot¬ 
ten,  j  and  fometimes  in  fo  great  a  quantity,  that  it 
requires  to  be  repreffed  with  a  hot  iron;  the  difficulty 
of  [wallowing,  which  is  almoft  totally  obflrudted  V 
the  quantity  of  ialiva  flowing  night  and  day,  and 
which  deprives  the  miferable  patients  of  all  deep  *, 
the  falling  out  of  the  foundeft  teeth,  from  whence 
•the  patien  ts  become  toothlefs  in. the  flower  of  their  age 
from  this  difeafe  f  the  internal  parts  of  the  mouth  cor¬ 
roded,  which  fometimes  grow  to  each  other,  fo  that  the 
jaws  cannot  be  afterwards  moved  ;  the  tongue  fome¬ 
times  growing  to  the  gums,  or  infides  of  the  cheeks : 
Miferies'  thus  fuffered  by  the  excruciated  patients, 

during 

*  i  id 

*  In  Prasfatione  Aphodifiae. 

J  Turner’s  Siphylis,  p.  202. 

.j.  »  v!..  ,  -  -  i  y>  :  *  •  •  *  <  • 
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during  the  time  of  the  cure,  make  them  often  wifh 
for  death,  that  they  may  be  releafed  frojn  fo  many 
calamities. 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  thefe  moil  cruel  evils  hap? 
pen  generally  when  unfkilful  perfons  prefide  over 
the  cure,  as  too  often  happens  in  the  Lues :  it  can¬ 
not  however  be  denied,  that  a  fa-livation  is  the  moil 
troublefome  method  of  cure.  All  the  authors  who 
have  defcribed  the  method  of  adminiilering  a  faliva- 
tion  throughout  its  courfe,  may  be  confulted  on  this 
head. 

Imagination  cannot  pidlure  a  more  horrid,  fhock- 
ing,  miferable  fpedtacle,  than  to  behold  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  patients  in  the  heighth  of  a  falivation,  lying 
in  the  extenfive  wards  of  an  hofpital  appropriated  to 
the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe.  If  any  thing  was 
capable  of  deterring  giddy  youth  from  the  fnares  of 
licentioufnefs,  furely  it  would  be  this  filthy  and  dread¬ 
ful  fight. 

No  wonder  therefore  that  phyficians  always  wifhed 
to  be  able  to  cure  the  venereal  difeafe  without  this 
filthy  falivation.  Johannes  Almenar ,*  a  Spanifh  phy- 
fician,  whom  the  celebrated  Aftruc  4  (no t  without 
reafon)  judges  worthy  of  being  numbered  amongfl 
the  moft  antient  writers  on  the  Gallic  diieafe,  indeed 
ufed  mercurial  undlions  for  curing  that  difeafe,  but 
frill  endeavoured  to  hinder  a  falivation  from  coming 
on  in  conieanence  thereof.  Thefe  are  his  words  : 

x 

In  general  lone  faniei  febres  &  dolor  es  fiunt  magis ,  quam 
faff  a  fame  ;  ideo  optimum ,  &  /angular  e,  eo  tunc  ad - 

mini ftr are  folutivum ,  ut,  antequam  humor  per  os  ex~ 
peliatur,  deorfum  evacuetur  ;  &  jic  nocumentum  in  ore 
evitatur ,  ut  ego  f aphis  expertus.  fum  ;  aut,  fi  puftulas> 
$ut  plagas  ulterofas ,  habuerii ,  ibi  attrahentia  ponan- 
tur ,  ut  humor  inde  evacuetur ,  &  ab  ore  diver tatur : 
“  The  pain  and  fever  run  higher  while  putrid 

66  matter 

*  AphrodiHac.  p.  368. 

I  De  Morbis  Venereis,  Tom.  II.  Edit.  II,  p,  614. 
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matter  is  forming,  than  when  that  matter  is  al- 
«  ready  formed  •,  therefore  the  bed  and  only  remedy 

in  fuch  a  cafe  is  to  adminider  a  folutive  purge, 
*«  that  the  humours  may  be  evacuated  by  dool,  be- 
«  fore  they  are  expelled  at  the  mouth,  that  fo  the  in- 
«  juries  annoying  the  mouth  may  be  avoided  ;  as  I 
“  have  often  experienced ;  or  if  the  patient  ihould 
«  have  pudules,  or  ulcerous  wounds,  let  drawing 
“  pladers  be  applied  to  them,  that  the  humour  may 
a  be  from  thence  evacuated,  and  diverted  from  the 
«  mouth.”  Hence  it  appears,  that  the  method  of 
curing  the  venereal  difeafe  without  a  falivation*  had 
already  been  ufed  on  the  fird  appearance  of  this  dif¬ 
eafe  in  Europe  :  many  others  recommended  it  af¬ 
terwards,  viz.  Amatus  Lujitdnus^  fo  called,  Leonar¬ 
ds  Bot alius y  &c.  Afterwards  this  was  called  the 
Montpellier  method.  The  patients  were  rubbed  with 
mercurial  ointments,  or  had  various  parts  of  their 
bodies  covered  with  pladers  which  contained  crude 
mercury  :  others  gave  various  mercurial  preparations 
internally.  As  foon  as  the  breath  began  to  fmell 
ftrong,  and  the  teeth  as  it  were  to  rife,  they  indantly 
purged  the  patient,  that  an  immediate  falivation 
might  be  avoided,  and  thus  endeavoured  to  difcharge 
the  humours  by  dool,  which  would  have  otherwife 
flowed  out  at  the  mouth.  The  ufe  of  purges  was 
perfided  in  until  the  patient’s  mouth  was  no  more 
painful,  foetid,  nor  hot  *,  then  mercury  was  applied 
afrefh  to  the  body,  until  the  figns  of  an  approach¬ 
ing  falivation  appeared,  which  was  again  prevented 
by  purges  given  the  patient.  They  thus  proceeded 
in  this  method,  alternately  exciting  and  checking  the 
falivation,  until  all  the  fymptoms  of  the  Lues  va- 
nifhed.  This  method  was  by  fome  called,  curing 
the  venereal  difeafe  per  exiinEHonew ,  becaufe  the  be¬ 
ginning  falivation  was  in  a  manner  extinguifhed  by 
repeated  purges. 

But  there  is  another  method  of  curing  the  vene¬ 
real  difeafe  by  un&ion*  without  caufing  a  falivation* 

^ ’  ■■  ‘  ’  and 
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and  without  giving  thefe  purging  remedies  to  check 
the  falivation.  The  celebrated  Chevalier  *  fays,  he 
has  made  ufe  of  this  method  in  America ;  and  he 
entirely  condemns  a  falivation  as  ufelefs,  and  even  in¬ 
jurious,  fo  that  he  would  always  have  it  carefully 
avoided :  he  calls  this  method  per  extindlionem,  “  by 
“  extinction.”  It  confifts  in  this,  that  a  fmaller  quan¬ 
tity  of  crude  mercury  is  every  time  rubbed  into  the 
fkin,  than  when  a  falivation  is  intended  to  be  ex¬ 
cited  by  mercurial  frictions  :  he  deduces  the  utility 
of  thefe  frictions  from  this  caufe,  that  by  them  a 
greater  quantity  of  mercury  enters  the  patient’s 
body,  and  that  no  part  of  it  is  evacuated  from  thence' 
either  by  ftool  or  falivation  ;  for  he  advifes  the  in- 
fide  of  the  patient’s  mouth  to  be  carefully  infpedted 
every  day,  and  orders  the  fridtions  to  be  immedi¬ 
ately  abftained  from,  if  the  leaft  figns  of  an  ap¬ 
proaching  falivation  appear :  and  alfo  advifes,  that 
thefe  fridtions  are  not  to  be  repeated  until  all  the 
threatening  fymptoms  of  a  falivation  have  firft  to¬ 
tally  difappeared.  But  as  foon  as  thefe  figns  of  a 
future  falivation  vanilh,  he  recommends  the  mouth 
to  be  rinced  with  a  decoftion  of  plantain,  in  every 
pint  of  which  twelve  grains  of  allum  have  been  dif- 
folved. 

He  attributes  the  happinefs  of  the  cure  particularly 
to  this  drcumftance,  that  by  this  method  a  greater 
quantity  of  crude  mercury  may  be  mixed  with  the 
humours  of  the  human  body,  and  may  for  a  longer 
time  be  moved  with  them  through  the  velfels  ;  from 
Whence  follows  a  greater  diflolution  of  all  the  hu¬ 
mours,  which  he  believes  fufficient  for  a  cure  ;  for 
he  ftates  the  following  as  a  practical  axiom.  Redde 
fanguineni  &  lympham  fluidiora ,  &  defiruxijli  virus  : 
M  Bender  the  blood  and  lymph  more  fluid,  and  you 
“  have  deftroyed  the  virus.” 

Bot  alius 

^  Lcttres  a  M.  d$  Jean  fur  les  maladies  de  St.  Domingue*  &c, 
‘y.  6§,  &c.  1  v  *  T;' • 
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1 Sot  alius  treated  f  young  infants,  infedted  with 
the  venereal  difeafe,  almoit  in  the  fame  manner : 
but  as  remedies  are  but  with  great  difficulty  taken 
by  them,  parcius  igitur  in  Us  agendum  eft ,  imo  quam 
parcijftme ,  leviffimeque ,  ftatm  defmendo  ab  illitu ,  dum 
leviufculum  quidquam  cri  apparere  inceperit :  “  they 
“  are  therefore  to  be  very  tenderly  treated,  and  the 
“  undtion  muft  immediately  be  abftained  from,  as 
<c  foon  as  any  flight  injury  begins  to  appear  in  the 
<c  mouth.”  It  is  indeed  true,  that  he  ordered  them 
;o  be  rendered  laxative,  by  purging  their  nurfes  with 
Jena  leaves ,  or  thofe  of  polypody ,  boiled  in  their  vic¬ 
tuals  :  but  Bot alius  candidly  confeiTes  to  have  learned 
the  method  of  curing  infants  with  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment,  from  a  woman  who  had  thus  cured  her  own 
ion,  hardly  two  years  old,  who  had  been  infedted 
by  a  difeafed  nurfe.  The  child  infedted  the  mother, 
who  now  and  then  fuckled  him,  without  the  leaf!: 
fufpicion  of  any  ill  confequences,  and  fhe  unknow¬ 
ingly  infedted  her  hufband.  The  parents  were,  by 
the  advice  of  Bot  alius ,  and  his  brother,  alfo  a  phyfi- 
cian,  cured  of  the  venereal  difeafe  with  mercurial 
fridtions,  nothing  however  was  applied  to  the  child ; 
but  feme  of  this  mercurial  undtion  was  by  chance 
left,  which  the  mother  privately  faved,  and  anointed., 
her  fen  with  it,  unknown  to  the  phyfician  and  her 
hufband.  Bot  alius ,  in  a  few  days  after,  feeing  the 
child  both  lively  and  cured,  in  his  mother’s  lap,  he 
enquired  from  whence  fc  great  a  change  in  him  could 
have  happened  ?  as  the  hufband  was  prelent,  and 
might  have  blamed  her  for  this  rafh  ftep,  fine  then 
made  no  anfwer  •,  but  another  time  Botalhs,  finding 
her  alone,  earneftly  enquired  what  had  occafioned  the 
child,  who  was  fo  wretchedly  infedted  before,  to  be 
then  fo  found.  The  mother,  upon  his  promife  of 
fecrecy,  made  the  following  declaration.  Artus,  ait-> 
ter  illevi  leviter ,  ef,  diebus  alternis ,  gingivas  ubi  ru- 

befcere 
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befcere  confpexi ,  illitionibus  quievi ;  ftillavit  huic 
os  \  fed  non  multum ,  ;  eumque  a  conjuge  omni 

indujiria  divertebam,  ne ,  confcius  fatti,  culparet  me  cri - 
;  veram ,  divino  nutu ,  00#  minus  profpere  inf  anti 
cejfit ,  ipfis  ;  fic  ut  omnes  fir  miter  domi  va- 

leamus  ;  “  I  (lightly  anointed  his  joints,  fays  (he, 
u  three  times  on  alternate  days,  and  when  I  faw  his 
“  gums  grow  red,  I  flopped  my  hand  5  he  (pit, 
<c  but  not  much,  nor  for  any  long  time ;  and  I  was 
“  very  diligent  in  keeping  him  away  from  my  huf- 
“  band,  left  he  fhould  find  fault  with  me  if  he  knew 
“  what  I  had  done  :  but  the  difeale,  by  divine  per- 
“  million,  was  cured,  no  lefs  happily  in  the  infant 
<c  than  ourfelves,  fo  that  we  are  all  perfectly  re- 
<c  covered.” 

Many  phyficians  were  of  opinion,  that  an  old 
confirmed  Lues  could  not  be  radically  extirpated 
without  a  falivation,  and  indeed  a  fevere  one. 

Yet  the  celebrated  Aftruc  *  who  recommends  fa¬ 
livation,  and  believes  it  to  be  ufeful,  judged,  that 
it  was  not  abfolutely  necelfary  for  expelling  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeale  ;  from  whence  he  believes,*  falivationem 
medentibus  cy  no  fur  re  inftar  ejfe,  unde  poffint  certius  col - 
ligere,  turn  quanta  Mercurii  copia  admiffa  fit ,  turn 
quantum  vim  Mercurius  admijfus  exerat  in  fanguinem  ; 
atque  adeo ,  unde  fciant ,  remedii  ejficaciam ,  pro  nata 
morbi  natura ,  aut  inveteratione ,  tutius  moderari : 
“  that  a  falivation  is  as  a  cynofure,  or  guiding  liar, 
“  to  phyficians ;  from  whence  they  can  more  cer- 
44  tainly  judge  in  what  quantity  the  mercury  is  ad- 
“  mitted  into  the  conftitution,  and  what  power  that 
“  admitted  mercury  exerts  in  the  blood,  and  fo 
know  how  to  moderate  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy 
more  (afely,  according  to  the  recent  or  inveterate 
cc  (late  of  the  difeale.”  But  it  certainly  feems  hard 
to  expofe  the  difeafed  to  the  grievous  hardfhips  of 
a  falivation,  that  a  phyfician  may  better  know  tile 

quantity 

*  De  Morbis  Venereis,  Lib.  II.  Cap.  IX,  p<  14^ 
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quantity  of  mercury  admitted  into  the  body,  toge- 
ther  with  its  adtion,  as  that  can  be  more  commo* 
dioufly  determined  :  for  when  it  is  internally  admi- 
nidered,  I  can  exadlly  determine  both  the  weight  and 
quantity  thrown  into  the  body  ;  and  fliall  be  able  to 
judge  its  efledt  from  obferving  the  decreafe  of  the 
fymptoms  of  the  Lues.  But  it  is  manifeded  by  no 
experiment,  whether  the  filthy  virus  of  the  Lues  is 
moft  happily  expelled  by  a  falivation,  as  being  the 
mod  natural  way.  AJlruc*  acknowledges,  that  it  may 
be  expelled  by  other  ways ;  from  whence  he  fays* 
that  if  a  falivation  fails,  opus  fit ,  evacuationes  alias 
quafdam  fubftitui ,  qiiafi  vie  arias,  natura  quidem ,  per 
fudorem ,  vel  urinam ,  arte  vero ,  per  alvum ,  ut  virus 
qua  data  porta  pojfit  effluere :  “  It  is  neeeflary  to  fup- 
ply  the  defedt  thereof  by  certain  other  evacua- 
tions,  which  are  as  it  were  its  natural  fubftitutes ; 
“  either  by  fweating,  urine,  or  by  ftool,  afiifted  by 
<6  art,  fo  that  the  virus  may  be  difeharged  at  the 
readieft  outlet.”  Befides,  we  certainly  know  that 
the  foetid  itench  of  a  falivation  proceeds  not  from 
the  Lues,  but  from  the  quickfilver,  even  though 
but  once  rubbed  into  the  body.  The  founded  men 
often  fuffer  a  falivation  by  rubbing  others  with  mer¬ 
curial  undtions,  as  is  too  well  known. 

Hence  1  began  to  fufpedt,  that  a  falivation  is  not 
abfolutely  requifite  for  curing  the  venereal  difeafe, 
or  at  lead  but  a  flight  one  only.  The  celebrated 
AJlruc  J  favoured  this  opinion,  by  requiring  a  fall- 
vation  to  be  fo  tempered,  and  fo  flight,  as  only  to 
caufe  a  few  ulcers  in  the  mouth.  He  would  even 
have  a  falivation  to  be  induflrioufly  avoided  by  a 
flow  and  fparing  adminidration  of  mercury;  or  if 
it  Ihould  appear,  it  is  to  be  artfully  reprefled  by  ca*. 
thartics,  at  lead  in  cafes  where  the  courfe  of  a  fa¬ 
livation  appears  not  to  be  fudained  without  danger 
of  the  patient’s  life. 

But 

*  De  Morbis  Venereis,  Lib.  II.  Cap.  IX.  p.  149. 
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But  all  who  have  undertaken  to  cure  the  venereal 
difeafe  know,  that  crude  mercury  cannot  be  fo  eafily 
reftrained  when  it  begins  to  grow  adtive,  particularly 
when  applied  by  way  of  undtion.  It  before  apr 
peared,  in  Sedt.  1473,  1474,  that  the  force  of  mer¬ 
cury  r ullies  not  forth  always  with  impunity  by  ftool, 
as  it  is  juftly  to  be  feared,  that  the  quantity  of  acrid 
faliva  which  corrodes  the  internal  parts  of  the  mouth, 
may  pafs  through  the  inteftines,  and  excite  fimilar 
evils  in  them.  Befides,  all  men  are  not  in  the  fame 
manner  affedled  by  crude  mercury,  for  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  foon  brings  on  a  ftrong  falivation,  and  keeps  it 
up  for  a  long  time  in  fome  perfons,  whilft  the  fame 
quantity  Ihows  no  figns  of  its  adtivity  in  others  ^ 
which  creates  a  frefh  difficulty  again. 

I  attentively  vifited  the  patients,  under  my  care 
for  the  venereal  difeafe,  feveral  times  in  a  day ;  I 
compared  their  cafes  with  the  obfervations  I  had  for* 
merly  made,  and  fo  I  believe  that  I  have  feen  the 
firft  figns  in  venereal  ulcers,  when  the  crude  mercu¬ 
ry  received  into  the  body,  began  to  become  adtive, 
though  I  had  as  yet  obferved  no  figns  of  an  ap¬ 
proaching  falivation.  For  when  I  faw  the  bottoms  of 
the  ulcers  grow  moilt,  the  Houghs  loofen,  and  the 
colour  of  the  adjacent  fkin  grow  natural  $  I  then  en¬ 
deavoured  to  preferve  this  prefen t  ltate  longer,  by 
not  haftening  the  falivation  by  repeated  dofes  of 
mercury,  but  rather  poftponing  them •  yet  I  gave 
no  purges :  the  nodturnal  pains  began  to  abate,  and 
the  buboes  diminifhed  in  bulk. 

Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  I  began  to  think  of 
fome  other  mercurial  remedy,  which  might  certainly 
be  of  great  efficacy,  but  yet  that  could  be  diluted 
at  will,  and  fo  tried  in  a  very  fmall  dofe. 

But  as  the  explanation  of  the  virtue  of  crude  mer¬ 
cury,  folely  attributed  to  its  gravity  and  divifibility, 
was  lefs  pleafing  to  me,  and  I  believed  there  was  fome 
other  virtue  contained  in  it,  as  I  have  endeavoured 
to  demonftrate  by  many  arguments,  in  Sedt  1467.  I 

was 
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was  therefore  the  more  induced  to  make  fome  expe¬ 
riments  concerning  its  efficacy. 

I  formerly  tried  many  experiments  concerning  the 
folutions  of  metals,  in  curing  of  difficult  difeafesj 
for  I  confefs,  that  I  hoped  for  much  fuccefs  from 
thence  :  for  vegetable  and  animal  particles  are,  for 
the  mofl  part,  all  fooner  or  later  fubdued  by  the 
force  of  our  veffels  and  vifcera,  fo  that  they  are  en¬ 
tirely  affimilated  to  our  fluids.  Metals  always  re¬ 
main,  for  the  mod  part,  unchanged  in  the  body, 
until  they  are  expelled  from  thence,  for  they  retain 
their  qualities  as  long  as  they  continue  there.  Iron, 
for  example,  the  mod  common  and  falutary  metal, 
is  almod  conftantly  found  in  vegetables  and  animals  : 
it  pades  through  the  veffels  of  our  bodies  with  our 
fluids,  without  any  change :  hence  it  is  even  found 
in  the  coal  of  burnt  honey,  in  the  red  part  of  the 
blood,  and  in  the  human  calculus,  as  was  mentioned 
upon  another  occaffon. 

But  iron,  and  other  metals,  are  mod  eafily 
borne  by  the  body,  and  yet  operate  efficacioufly 
when  they  are  very  much  diluted  ;  and  in  no  manner 
irritate  the  bowels  or  intedines,  but  introduce  them- 
felves  into  the  mod  inward  recedes  of  the  body* 
without  cauffng  any  troublefome  lymptom  :  fo  iron 
is  natural ly  drank  by  us  in  acid  ferrugineous  waters, 
impregnated  with  iron,  didolved  by  its  menftruum* 
not  as  yet  perhaps  well  known,  nor  hitherto  eafily 
imitated. 

I  have  tried  fome  other  experiments  on  divers 
metals  converted  by  proper  mendrua  into  vitriol, 
then  diluted  by  a  large  quantity  of  water.  Can¬ 
not  metals  thus  be  really  rendered  potable  ? 

The  vitriols  of  metals  conffd  of  a  diluting  water* 
a  diffblvent  acid,  and  the  didolved  metal  :  as  long  as 
thefe  three  remain  intimately  mixed,  the  vitriol  is 
pellucid,  which  may  at  will  be  diluted  in  any  quan¬ 
tity  of  water ;  and  if  even  one  grain  is  diluted  in? 
&n  hundred  pints  of  water,  a  proportionable  metal- 


Se£L  1477.  The  Venereal  Disease.  369 

lie  particle  of  the  vitriol,  will  adhere  to  every  Tin¬ 
gle  drop  of  the  mafs,  as  may  be  ocularly  demon¬ 
itrated  by  chemical  experiments.  If  you  leave  the 
vitriol  dry  by  exficcation,  it  no  longer  remains  pel¬ 
lucid  *,  if  the  dififolvent  acid  is  forced  out  from  it 
by  a  greater  degree  of  heat,  a  corroded  metal  re¬ 
mains,  which  can  be  no  more  diffolved  by  water, 
and  is  called  ochre. 

But  whilft  thefe  three,  the  water,  the  acid,  and 
the  metal,  are  united  in  the  vitriol,  there  proceeds 
new  virtues  from  thence  which  were  not  in  any  Tin¬ 
gle  one  of  thefe,  but  created  by  the  union  of  them 

aH.  - 

The  vitriol  of  filver  (of  itfelf  infipid)  acquires 
a  very  bitter  and  acrid  tafte :  if  a  thin  plate  of  cop¬ 
per  is  put  into  pure  water,  which  contains  a  twen¬ 
tieth  part  of  this  vitriol  diffolved  in  it,  ail  the 
filver  becomes  infipid  as  before,  for  all  the  bitternefs 
vanifhes. 

Whilft  I  confidered  all  thefe  circumftances,  I  was 
infpired  with  a  thought  of  trying  the  vitriol  of  mer¬ 
cury,  but  very  much  diluted.  We  all  acknowledge 
the  remarkable  efficacy  of  crude  mercury,  in  curing 
the  venereal  difeafe  ;  but  I  cherifhed  a  hope  of  being 
perhaps  able  to  cure  that  difeafe  by  fuch  a  moft  ef¬ 
ficacious  mercurial  remedy,  without  a  faliyaqon, 
which  I  was  greatly  defirous  of. 

I  indeed  knew,  that  quickfilver  readily  diffolves 
in  aqua  fords,  and  fpirit  of  nitre  :  aqua  regia,  and 
fpirit  of  fea  fait,  difiblve  it  more  difficultly.  But  I 
alfo  knew,  *  that  if  one  part  of  quickfilver,  and 
two  parts  of  decrepitated  fea  fait,  finely  pounded 

[or  a  long  time,  be  put  together  in  a  cucurbit,  or 
rucible  of  glals,  and  digefted  five  or  fix  hours  over 
,  ftrong  fire,  that  the  glafs,  when  it  cools,  being 
broken,  produces  folid,  dry,  fublimated  mercury,  in 
the  form  of  vitriol.  Eft  enim  verum  viiriolum  ar- 
Vol.  XVII.  B  b  /  genti 
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genti  vivi  folidum ,  Jiccuw ,  ipfo  fatis  conftans.f 

Bafts  hujus  vitrioli  eft  argentum  vivum  purijfimum  ; 
filter  a  pars  eft  fpiritus  falls  marini  omnium  meracif 
fimns,  qui  ulla  arte  baberi  poteft ,  hie  forma  folida  ex- 
iftens :  “  For  it  is  a  real,  dry,  folid,  vitriol  of  quick- 
46  filver,  undiffolvable  in  the  air  itfelf :  the  pureil 
«  quickfilver  is  the  bafis  of  this  vitriol  ;  another 
«  part  thereof  is  the  pureft  fpirit  of  lea  fait  that  can 
cc  be  procured,  free  from  adulteration,  herein  exift- 
“  ing  in  a  folid  form.”  Befides,  if  quickfilver, 
diffolved  in  fpirit  of  nitre,  is  put  into  a  retort, 
and  if  all  the  fpirit  is  drawn  off  even  until  the  mer¬ 
cury  is  dry,  by  diftilling  the  mixture  over  a  land 
heat,  and  ht  lad,  for  two  or  three  hours,  raffing  the 
lire  to  the  firft  degree;  then,  in  the  bottom  of  the 
retort,  is  found  quickfilver  in  the  form  of  a  fo¬ 
lid  mafs,  of  a  more  lively  red  colour  than  fear- 
let :  this,  in  the  apothecaries  ihops,  is  called  red 
precipitate,  which"  hath  a  remarkable  fixibility ; 
when  on  the  contrary,  the  fpirit  of  lea  fait  becomes 
a  half  volatile  mafs  with  the  diffolved  quickfilver, 
it  is  called  fublimated  mercury  ;  and  becaufe  it  no 
fooner  touches  any  animal  parts  than  it  corrodes  and 
converts  them  into  a  dead  efehar,  it  is  from  hence 


juftly  termed  corrofive. 

The  known  acrimony  of  this  remedy  did  pot  de¬ 
ter  me,  for  being  able  to  dilute  the  folution  at  will 
by  water,  I  could  begin  thefe  experiments,  even  with 
a  thoufandth  part  of  a  grain,  if  I  was  willing,  Thej 
opinion  which  we  read.,*  and  have  from  the  moft 
excellent  mailer  in  phyfic,  certainly  added  to  my 
courage.  Sapor  hujus  vitrioli  terribilis ,  aufterus. 
Granum  unum ,  aqua  uncia  dibutum,  dat  remedium  cof 
meticum  prudenter  ufurpantibus.  Venenum  omnium  in- 
febforum  cutaneonim,  fmplici  lotura.  Si  drachma  tali, 
gyiiftura,  fyrupo  violaceo  mitificata ,  potatur  bis ,  terve 
in  die,  mira  praftat  in  multis  morbis  incur abihbus.  A, 

prudenter i 
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prudenter ,  a  prudente  Medico  !  Abftine,  ft  methodum 
nefcis!  “  Difagreeable  is  the  tafte  of  this  terrible 
<c  vitriol :  one  grain  of  it  diluted  in  an  ounce  of 
“  water,  produces  a  cofmetio  remedy,  for  thofe 
“  who  ufe  it  prudently.  It  deftroys  all  cutaneous 
<c  infedts  by  one  fimple  wafhing.  Let  a  dram  of 
“  this  folution,  mixed  in  fyrup  of  violets  be  drank 
46  twice  or  three  times  a  day,  for  it  yields  wonder- 
“  ful  effeds  in  many  incurable  difeafes  ;  but  let  it 
“  be  prudently  adminiftered  by  a  fkilful  phyfician* 
and  let  the  ignorant  abilain  from  it.” 

Nor  did  I  immediately  apply  this  remedy  to  the 
cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe.  I  firfh  began  with  the 
twentieth  part  of  a  grain  diluted  in  a  pint  of  pure 
water  •,  dividing  this  dofe  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it 
might  be  all  taken  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours 
by  a  poor  woman  of  fifty  years  of  age,  who  for 
many  years  had  an  ulcer  in  her  right  leg,  much  big¬ 
ger  than  the  palm  of  a  man’s  hand,  and  which  daily 
difcharged  a  quantity  of  foetid  fanies,  and  was  a- 
cutely  painful,  yet  there  was  not  the  lead  reafon  to 
fufped  it  proceeded  from  any  venereal  caufe.  I 
dreffed  the  ulcer,  with  the  emplaftriim  diapompho- 
lygos  of  the  fhops.  I  gradually  augmented  the  dofe, 
until  fhe  took  a  quarter  of  a  grain  within  the  fpace 
of  a  day  •,  but,  when  I  augmented  the  quantity  of 
the  fublimnte,  I  alfo  augmented  the  quantity  of  wa¬ 
ter.  As  foon  as  I  obferved  the  ulcer  cleanfe,  and 
the  difcharge  grow  thick  and  lefs  foetid,  I  continued 
the  fame  dofe  for  fome  time.  When  I  thought  the 
diforder  at  a  (land,  and  the  cure  did  not  advance,  I 
again  added  a  twentieth  part  of  a  grain,  and  fo  on, 
until  file  at  length  took  half  a  grain  diluted  in  two 
pints  of  water  at  lead,  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  I 
ordered  a  nourifhing  emollient  diet  for  this  patienu, 
who  was  almoft  in  want  of  every  thing.  That  I 
might  be  certain  that  the  cure  could  be  afcribed  to 
no  other  remedy  but  to  that  alone  which  I  had  given 
her,  I  only  ordered  an  infufion  of  elder  flowers3 

B  b  2  c# 
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to  which  a  third  part  of  milk  was  added,  to  be 
drank  at  will  by -  her,  and  no  purgative  medicine 
whatever.  The  ulcer  was  in  the  fpace  of  three 
months  cured,  and  firmly  cicatrized,  and  the  en¬ 
joyed  much  better  health  than  before,  which  may  be 
attributed  to  better  food,  and  her  being  releafed  frorr 
her  former  uneafinefs  of  mind  ;  as  when  cured  fhe 
was  able  to  follow  her  ufual  bufinefs,  and  procure 
herfelf  the  ne cedar jes  of  life. 

Confirmed  in  the  ufe  of  this  remedy,  by  form 
other  fimilar  cafes,  I  then  began  to  apply  it  in  cu¬ 
ring  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  conceived  great  hope' 
of  fuccefs  from  thence.  Still  it  happened  unluckily, 
that  fome  perfons,  a  long  time  after  having  fwallowec 
this  remedy,  felt  a  very  difagreeabie  fenfation  oi 
roughnefs  in  the  inner  parts  of  the  mouth  ;  as  ] 
from  thence  dreaded  fome  mifehief,  I  greatly  dimi- 
niflied  the  quantity  of  the  remedy,  but  the  efficacy 
thereof  decreafed  proportionably. 

I  have  fince  feen  a  vomiting  caufed  by  the  twe 
fir  ft  dofes,  from  a  large  quantity  of  the  corrofivc 
fublimate,  diffolved  in  water ;  and  always  after,  it 
created  a  naufea  and  ficknefs,  with  a  fenfible  heat  in 
the  ildmach,  and  the  internal  parts  of  the  mouth, 
but-'  without  a  vomiting :  moreover  there  followed 
griping  pains,  evacuations  by  ffool,  and  borborygnii, 
But  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  when  feven  grains  oi 
the  corrofive  fublimate  were  diffolved  in  eight  ounces 
pf  fpring  water,  and  that  a  Tick  woman  took  a 
fpoonful  of  this  folutioq  morning  and  evening,  fo 
that  the  whole  quantity  was  taken  in  the  fpace  oi 
eight  days,  a  falivation  enfued  in  a  fhort  time,  and 
then  a  happy  cure  of  many  very  bad  ulcers.* 

As  I  began  by  the  moft  minute  dofe  with  my 
patient,  and  never  gave  her  more  than  half  a  grair 
every  twenty-four  hours,  and  that  diluted  in  a  fa 
greater  quantity  of  water,  the  cure  was  the  flower 
but  was  attended  with  no  inconvenience. 
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But  whilft  I  was  trying  various  experiments  in 
“Xpeftation  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  give  my  pa- 
dents  fuch  a  quantity  of  corrofive  fublimate,  and  fo 
diluted  as  not  to  caufe  any  heat  in  the  mouth,  jaws* 
fomach,  or  belly,  nor  irritate  the  bowels,  but  ftill 
:hat  it  fhould  perform  an  effectual  cure,  I  received 
1  letter  from  Ribcira  Sanchez^  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia’s 
:hief  phyfician,  a  man  of  great  erudition,  whom  I 
tlways  held  and  do  hold  in  great  efteem  :  he  in  this 
etter  informs  me,  that  an  old  furgeon,  morning  and 
evening,  gave  an  ounce  of  the  following  remedy  even 
n  the  moft  defperate  venereal  cafes  :  R.  Mercurii 
ublimati  corrofivi  drachmam ,  fpiritus  fermentati  ex 
wrdeo ,  vel  fee  ale ,  parati ,  femel  reffiificati ,  uncias  cen - 
urn  &  viginti :  “  One  drachm  of  corrofive  fubli- 
4  mate  mercury  diffolved  in  one  hundred  and  twenty 
4  ounces  of  proof  fpirits,  difbiiled  from  barley  or 
;  rye.”  He  inCreafed,  or  diminifhed  the  dofe  ao 
ording  to  its  fubfequent  effects  ;  and  thus  moft 
ertainly  cured  tips  difeafe  without  any  ill  confe* 
juence.  It  is  added,  falivationem  fequi  pro  ratione  : 
v  that  a  falivation  of  courfe  follows.” 

I  was  highly  pleafed  at  the  communication  of  this 
emedy.  I  from  hence  learned,  that  as  half  a  grain 
f  corrofive  fublimate  was  contained  in  every  ounce* 
lat  a  whole  grain  might  be  taken  in  a  natural  day, 
ithou.t  any  injury.  But  as  it  is  cuftomary  amongft 
hemifts  to  burn  fpirits  of  wine  over  turbith  mineral , 
id  red  precipitate ,  to  abate  their  acrimony,  and  ren- 
zr  them  more  fafe  for  internal  ufe,  I  hoped  that 
it  like  confequence  might  enfue  when  the  corrofive 
iblimate  was  digefted  and  diffolved  in  fo  large  a 
uantity  of  rectified  fpirit  of  corn.  I  therefore  ap~ 
lied  this  remedy  •,  but  I  immediately  gave  a  pint 
:  the  decobiion  of  marfhmallows  after  it,  or  fome 
her  emollient  decoftion,  with  the  addition  of  fome 
|uorice-root,  on  account  of  its  fiayour  •,  and  fome- 
Res  mixed  with  a  third  or  fourth  part  of  milk.  I 
metimes  added  a  fourth  part  of  milk  to  fimple 
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barley-water,  or  water-gruel,  for  the  like  ufe.  The 
patients  eafily  bore  the  remedy  in  this  manner,  and 
found  not  the  leait  ill  effects  therefrom. 

Some  others  applied  fpirit  of  wine  in  the  place  of 
fpirit  of  corn,  and  with  the  fame  effect  too,  as  far  as 
has  come  to  my  knowledge. 

1  have  always  ufed  this  remedy  in  the  proportion 
diredled  by  Sanchez  *,  that  is,  half  a  grain  of  the 
corrofive  fublimate  to  an  ounce  of  fpirit ;  whence  I 
was  furprized  to  find  *  another  proportion  recom¬ 
mended  in  a  letter  from  Sanchez  to  a  learned  phy- 
fician  of  Paris  v*  which  was,  that  four  grains  of  the 
corrofive  fublimate  were  to  be  diffolved  in  forty- 
eight  ounces  of  fpirit  of  wine  *,  fo  that  only  the 
twelfth  part  of  a  grain  was  contained  in  every  fingle 
ounce.  I  doubted,  whether  twenty -four  grains  might 
not  perhaps  be  wrote  in  figures  in  that  letter,  and 
the  error  have  here  happened  from  an  obliteration  of 
the  firft  chara&er.  I  confulted  the  errata  but  found 
not  the  error  there. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that,  according  to  Sanchez , 
a  falivation  follows  the  ufe  of  this  remedy  :  when 
feven  grains  of  corrofive  fublimate,  diffolved  in 
fpring  water,  were  taken  in  the  fpace  of  eight  days, 
a  falivation  came  on  the  fourth  day  *,  fo  that  three 
or  four  pints  of  faliva  were  daily  difeharged.-f*  It  is 
indeed  remarked,  that  the  inner  parts  of  the  mouth 
fwelled  not  fo  much,  neither  was  the  flench  of  the 
breath  fo  flrong,  as  it  ufually  is  when  calomel  is 
given  to  bring  on  a  falivation.  But  as  I  earneflly 
wifhed  to  cure  this  difeafe  without  a  falivation,  I  ap¬ 
plied  a  lefs  quantity  of  the  remedy,  fuch  as  a  table 
fpoonful,  or  half  an  ounce,  morning  and  evening, 
that  I  might  avoid  it.  If  the  cure  proceeded  flowly 
in  robufl  men,  or  in  cafe  of  a  more  inveterate  Lues, 
I,  morning  and  evening,  gave  fix  drachms,  that 

is, 

*  Le  Begue  de  Prefle  fur  Pufage  Interne  du  fublime  cor*: 
rofif,  p.  33. 
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s,  a  table  fpoonful  and  an  half,  at  each  time  ,  then, 
f  the  event  did  not  anfwer  my  wifhes,  I  gave  two 
whole  table  fpoonfuls  morning  and  evening  :  I  lef- 
ened  the  quantity  of  this  remedy  but  for  young  and 
ielicate  perfons. 

As  I  was  now,  by  repeated  experience,  certain  of 
:he  utility  of  this  remedy,  and  as  I  plainly  forefaw 
:hat  many  years  would  perhaps  elapfe  before  I  could 
dnifli  this  fifth  volume  of  commentaries;  I  was 
:herefore  willing  to  communicate  the  ufe  of  this  re¬ 
medy  to  feveral  others  of  the  profeffion,  that  its 
utility  might  be  the  fooner  known.  Hence  I  men- 
honed  it  to  many  phyficians  in  different  parts  of  the 
world,  with  whom  I  held  an  epiftolary  correfpon- 
dence ;  as  well  as  to  thofe  who  confulted  me  con¬ 
cerning  other  diforders,  kill  referving  for  the  com¬ 
mentaries  the  dedudtion  of  the  reafons  which  induced 
me  to  ufe  corrofive  fublimate,  to  the  honour  of  thofe 
by  whom  I  have  profited. 

This  is  the  reafon  why  many  phyficiaiis  have  be¬ 
lieved,  that  the  public  are  indebted  to  me  for  the 
life  of  this  remedy,  as  but  few  had  before  dared  to 
ufe  it,  becaufe  it  was  almoft  every  where  held  in  the 
mod  abfolute  contempt  and  horror. 

St.  Mark’s  hofpital,  in  the  fuburbs  of  Vienna, 
was  inllituted  by  its  pious  founders,  for  curing  the 
poor  afflidted  with  the  venereal  difeaie. 

This  cure  was  attempted  twice  in  every  year  by  a 
high  falivation,  that  a  radical  cure  might  be  ef- 
redted.  The  numerous  wretches  there  colledled 
bould  not  lie  down  during  the  time  of  the  faliva¬ 
tion  ;  for  if  they  began  to  fleep,  in  that  cafe,  they 
[were  carried  off  by  convulfions.  Others  were  feized 
with  a  vomiting,  fpitting  of  blood,  and  bloody  flux, 
dot  without  great  injury  and  danger. 

At  that  time  a  certain  mercurial  remedy  which  was 
very  carefully  concealed,  had  been  for  many  years 
ufed  in  that  hofpital ;  the  adminiftration  of  this  re¬ 
medy  was  committed  to  a  man  altogether  ignorant  of 
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medicine,  yet  he  gloried  in  this  arcanum.  When  this 
man  died,  I  at  length  obtained,  that  the  cure  of 
thefe  poor  wretches  Ihould  be  committed  to  a  phy- 
fician  ^  and  the  famous  Maximilian  Lecher  bore 
that  office  for  many  years.  When  he  firft  exercifed 
his  fundHon,  he  was  fhock’d  at  the  horrid  calamities 
then  reigning  there,  and  confulted  me  about  a  cer¬ 
tain  and  milder  remedy,  for  curing  that  filthy  dif- 
eafe,  of  which  he  was  very  anxioufiy  defirous.  I 
recommended  a  foliation  of  corrofive  fublimate,  in 
fpirit  of  corn,  once  redtified,  in  the  fame  propor¬ 
tion  and  dofe  as  before  mentioned.  He  made  the 
firfl  trial  of  it,  May  the  ift,  1754,  on  a  hundred 
and  twenty -eight  patients,  who  were  then  preparing 
for  a  falivation  ;  he  fhewed  me  all  thefe  cured  with¬ 
out  any  falivation. 

The  method  of  falivation  was  for  ever  after  ba- 
nifibed  from  this  hofpital  ;  and  he  from  the  year 
1754  to  1762,  being  eight  years,  cured  4880  per- 
fons,  labouring  under  the  venereal  difeafe,  with  the 
fame  remedy.  He  per  filled  in  the  fame  eafy  fhort 
method  until  death  deprived  us  of  him,  (moll  wor¬ 
thy  of  longer  life)  in  the  year  1768,  and  Hill  the 
fame  pradlice  contirrues  under  the  diredtion  of  his 
worthy  fucceffor.* 

But  he  teflifies  thus :  Nullus  ex  vi  remedii  mortuusy 
*vel  gravius ,  df5  periculofum ,  fymptoma  expertus ,  eft  : 
cc  No  perfon  died,  or  experienced  the  leaft  painful 
<c  and  dangerous  fymptom  in  confequence  of  this 
“  remedy.”  Befides,  this  conveniency  from  thence 
arifes  to  the  hofpital,  that  it  is  not  crouded  by  a 
number  of  patients  twice  in  the  year,  that  is,  in 
fpring  and  autumn  ;  for  by  means  of  this  medicine 
thofe  who  apply  to  the  hofpital  for  relief  for  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeale,  may  be  cured  at  any  time. 

No 

*  Vide  de  his  libei’Tum  Maximil.  Loeher.  obfervat.  Pra&ic. 
circa  Luem  Verier.  &c.  p.  1—36. 
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No  preparation  is  here  required,  unlefs  the  patient 
is  full  of  humours,  or  has  a  violent  head-ach,  then 
let  him  be  bled  or  purged. 

The  patients,  after  taking  this  remedy,  are  kept 
in  a  warm  room  until  they  fweat  ^  their  food  con- 
fiils  of  the  thinned;  broths,  and  milk  porridge  or 
water  gruel,  and  white  meats,  with  well  baked  bread  : 
all  fat  or  falted  victuals,  together  with  wine,  are 
forbidden  them.  The  ule  of  fmall-beer  is  per¬ 
mitted. 

For  common  drink,  barley  water,  water-gruel,  or 
iome  other  emollient  decodlion  is  prepared,  to  which 
milk  is  added  for  patients  of  a  dry  conftitution  5 
who  are  advifed  to  drink  plentifully,  for  fo  their  cure 
will  more  happily  fucceed. 

Thole  who  are  twice  or  thrice  a  day  purged  by 
taking  this  remedy,  are  fooneft  reftored  to  health. 
Locher  obferving  this,  now  and  then  gave  a  purge  du¬ 
ring  the  time  of  the  cure. 

He  obferved,  that  this  remedy  operated  in  fome 
by  ftool,  in  others  by  urine,  and  in  many  by  fweat. 

In  thoufands  thus  cured,  he  hardly  ever  faw  a 
falivation  caufed  in  one  *  except  in  thofe  who  had 
before  taken  other  mercurial  remedies.  He  ceafed 
from  the  ufe  of  this  remedy  on  the  firft  figns  of  a 
falivation,  ordered  the  patient  to  drink  plentifully 
of  fome  emollient  decodtion,  and  thus  the  falivation 
ufually  ceafed  fpontaneoufiy :  he  then  returned  to 
the  ufe  of  the  remedy,  which  he  per  filled  in  as  long 
as  any  fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe  remained. 
Many  were  cured  in  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks  :  but 
two  or  three  months  were  neceiTary  for  thofe  in  whom 
the  difeafe  had  taken  deeper  root,  and  had  produced 
deep  ulcers  in  the  fofter  parts  of  the  body. 

He  obferved,  that  men  were  fooner  cured  than 
women,  in  whom  the  difeafe  ufually  mamfelts  itfelf 
more  (lowly,  and  therefore  is  often  more  difficult  of 
cure.  Befides,  women  are  accuflomed  to  rejedt  every 
kind  of  jemedy,  during  the  time  of  their  menfes, 

-  and 
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and  very  obftinately  too,  fo  that  their  cure  is  thereby 
prolonged  :  yet  I  am  convinced,  from  repeated  ex¬ 
perience,  that  the  menltrual  evacuation  is  not  dif- 
turbed  by  the  ufe  of  this  remedy. 

I  am  certain,  that  the  ufe  of  this  remedy,  though 
even  continued  for  a  long  time,  is  not  injurious ;  for 
I  gave  a  fpoonful  of  it  to  a  young  nobleman  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  for  eighteen  months,  who  had  been 
fo  badly  treated  for  an  ophthalmy,  that  both  the  cor¬ 
nea  and  cryftalline  humour  had  become  opaque.  I 
only  ceafed  from  it  when  the  ophthalmy  grew  bad 
again,  which  being  in  a  fhort  time  remedied,  I 
went  on  again.  The  cure  *  was  crowned  with  the 
defired  fuccefs.  I  wrote  an  account  of  thefe  mat- 
matters  to  the  learned  Silvefier ,  a  phyfician  in  Lon¬ 
don,  the  3d  of  May,  1758,  and  I  faw  the  fame 
young  nobleman  both  found  and  hearty  this  year 
1769.  I  have  frequently  ufed  this  remedy  for  a 
long  time  in  eradicating  a  very  inveterate  Lues,  and 
never  found  any  injury  from  its  ufe. 

As  many  of  the  profeflion  were  of  opinion,  that 
their  gains  would  be  not  a  little  diminifhed  if  the 
old  method  of  falivation  fhould  be  abolilhed,  they 
induftrioufly  endeavoured  to  prejudice  the  world 
againft  fo  wicked  an  undertaking ;  averting,  that  men 
were  brought  into  imminent  danger  of  their  lives  by 
giving  them  a  poifon,  which  would  fooner  or  later 
prove  exceedingly  injurious,  inftead  of  producing  a 
certain  cure  :  thus  they  depreciated  it,  and  infilled, 
that  fifteen  grains  of  lublimate,  taken  in  the  fpace 
of  thirty  days  by  the  patient,  were  fufHcient  to  kill 
three  found  llrong  men :  from  whence  they  concluded, 
that  a  third  part  of  the  patient’s  life  mull  abfolutely 
be  dellroyed  by  the  rafh  and  daring  ufe  of  fuch  a 
remedy.  I  have  in  fome  books  read  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  argument,  and  have  known  it  canvalfed  in 

public 
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public  phyfical  deputations.  Attempts  were  allb 
made  to  deny  the  truth  of  the  fads. 

Three  hundred  foldiers  were  lent  to  the  hofpital 
of  St.  Mark,  to  be  cured  of  the  venereal  difeafe : 
fix  of  thefe  were  rejected  by  Locher ,  the  phyfician, 
as  incurable  *,  for  having  often  been  infeded,  they 
had  almoft  all  the  larger  bones  of  their  bodies  ca¬ 
rious  •,  but  they  with  tears  and  fupplications  implored 
him  not  to  deny  them  this  laft  trial :  fo  they  were 
admitted  with  the  reft. 

Thefe  poor  wretches  hardly  found  any  relief,  but 
all  the  reft  departed  found  from  the  hofpital. 

In  a  little  time  afterwards,  a  letter  was  fent  to  me 
from  the  council  of  war,  wherein  the  phyfician  of 
the  hofpital  was  accufed  of  difmifting  three  hundred 
foldiers  not  only  uncured  from  the  hofpital,  but 
even  in  a  far  worfe  condition  than  when  they  en¬ 
tered  it. 

The  phyfician  immediately  brought  me  the  daily 
lift  of  the  patients,  wherein  I  found  the  names  of 
the  foldiers,  the  companies,  and  regiments  they  be¬ 
longed  to,  together  with  the  days  they  entered,  and 
the  time  they  left  the  hofpital,  all  carefully  minuted 
down.  By  good  fortune  all  thefe  foldiers  were  ftill 
within  the  diftrid  of  Vienna.  The  phyfician  infilled 
on  a  ftridl  examination  of  the  matter  by  law,  nor 
did  I  negled  doing  it.  The  delays  of  the  law  were 
fpun  out  under  various  pretexts,  and  the  calumni¬ 
ator  in  the  mean  time  ran  away,  died,  and  efcaped 
his  deferts.  Locher  afterwards  quietly  continued 
the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe  in  his  tifual  manner. 

Thofe  who  difliked  this  method  were  at  full  li¬ 
berty  to  ufe  another  at  difcretion.  The  difeafed, 
who  thought  it  impoftible  that  they  could  ever  be 
fafely  cured  unlefs  they  endured  the  tortures  of  a 
falivation,  always  found  fome  perfons  very  ready  to 
acquiefce  with  their  way  of  thinking. 

I  was  always  glad  when  any  perfon  was  convinced 
of  his  error,  by  following  the  method  which  I  be¬ 
lieved 
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ileved  to  be  the  befl  :  (till  I  was  cautious,  that  no¬ 
body  fhould  follow  it  through  reftraint.  I  defpifed 
thofe  who  remained  obflinate  for  the  fake  of  filthy 
gain,  and  left  them  to  their  fate.  I  under  fevere 
penalties  forbad  quacks  the  ufe  of  the  remedy,  and 
expelled  thofe  injurious  pells  of  fociety,  when  de¬ 
left  ed,  to  prevent  their  deceiving  the  imprudent,  and 
preying  upon  mankind.  I  Hill  exceeded  not  the 
quantity  of  two  ounces,  or  four  table  fpoonfuls  per 
day,  in  cafe  of  a  more  inveterate  Lues  ;  one  fpoon- 
ful  morning  and  evening  is  moll  frequently  fuffi- 
cient ;  the  cure  then  perhaps  more  llowly  fucceeds*- 
but  no  other  inconveniency  is  perceived  by  the  pa¬ 
tients  ;  and  they  can  at  pleafure  fo  conceal  their  be¬ 
ing  under  cure  for  this  filthy  difeafe,  that  no  perfon 
can  have  the  leall  fufpicion  of  it.  Befides,  many  of 
them  can  follow  their  accullomed  labour,  and,  in 
fummer  time,  freely  take  the  air.  I  always  advifed 
them  to  flay  at  home  in  cold,  wet,  winter  weather, 
while  they  ufed  this  remedy  :  yet  many  difobeyed 
this  rule  ;  for  it  they  were  fufpefted  to  have  been 
infefted  with  this  filthy  difeafe,  they  went  abroad  in. 
all  weathers.  The  rich  went  abroad  in  coaches,  and 
wrapt  up  W'arm  in  cloaks,  or  coats  lined  with  Ikins, 
which  they  took  off  when  they  entered  a  warm  par¬ 
lour.  But  as  it  is  cullomary  to  go  thus  wrapt  up 
to  public  diverfions,  their  appearance  there  in  fuch 
a  drefs  gave  no  room  for  fufpicion.  I  have  known 
many  perfons  who,  during  the  time  of  their  .cure, 
have  in  this  manner  vifited  their  friends*  frequented 
the  court,  plays,  and  other  public  fpeftacles,  without 
any  injury. 

The  poorer  fort  were  received  into  the  hofpital  du¬ 
ring  the  winter  feafon,  particularly  thofe  who  were 
obliged  to  work  abroad  in  the  cold  for  their  living, 
A  quantity  of  the  remedy,  and  of  the  emollient  de- 
coftion,  fufficient  to  lafl  twenty-four  hours,  was  gi¬ 
ven  to  every  one  eife  who  afked  for  it. 
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The  foldiers  were  always  permitted  to  go  abroad 
and  fun  themfelves  in  mild  warm  weather :  the  of¬ 
ficers  were  aflonifhed  to  fee  their  foldiers  do  their 
ufual  duty,  whilft  they  were  taking  this  remedy  for 
the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe.* 

That  celebrated  phyfician  general  to  the  Britifh 
army,  Pringle ,  recommended  this  remedy  to  the 
army  furgeons,  to  be  tried  upon  the  foldiers  in  camp 
afflided  With  the  venereal  difeafe.  f  This  was  acT 
cordingly  done  with  as  many  foldiers  fo  infeded  as 
were  in  need  of  affiftance,  efpecially  as  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  a  falivation  as  ufual  then  offered.  Twen¬ 
ty  fuch  cafes  are  defcribed,  and  he  fays,  that  many 
more  of  the  like  nature  could  be  added.  Out  of 
thirty  foldiers  cured  by  this  method  not  one  fuffered 
a  relapfe. 

Whence  it  was  concluded,  Methodum  hanc  Luem 
curandi  prstferri  debere  Salivationi ,  oh  brevitatem  cu¬ 
rst,  ob  fecuritatem  d?  lenitatem,  cb  corporis  habitum 
poft  curam  finitam  :  <c  that  this  method  ought  to  be 
“  preferred  to  a  falivation,  on  account  of  the  fhort- 
“  nels  of  the  cure,  for  the  fafety  and  mildnefs  of 
<c  it,  and  on  account  of  the  date  of  the  body  when 
<c  the  cure  is  finifhed.”  For  every  body  knows  how 
debilitated,  exhaufled,  and  feverely  punifhed,  the  mi- 
ferable  patients  rife  from  a  falivation,  fo  that  they 
never  after  recover  their  former  vigour  ;  efpecially  if 
the  falivation  is  managed  by  an  imprudent,,  unfkilful 
perfon. 

It  was  obferved  in  England,  that  a  few  were  gently 
purged  by  it,  but  only  in  the  beginning  of  the  cure; 
for  this  evacuation  by  ftool  never  exceeds  the  third 
or  fourth  day  :  the  remedy  chiefly  operated  by  urine, 
and  brought  on  a  perfpiration  during  the  night. 
Some  felt  a  flight  pain  about  the  pit  of  the  ftomach 

after 

*  Le  Begue  de.  Bre(Ie  fur  1’ufage  interne  du  fublime  cor- 
rofif,  p.  60, 
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after  the  morning  dofe,  yet  that  pain  increafed  not 
in  proportion  to  the  dofe  when  augmented  :  no  pre¬ 
vious  preparation  or  purging  was  required  for  this 
remedy  *,  and  if  the  patients  were  feverifh,  or  la¬ 
boured  under  any  inflammatory  fymptoms,  or  a  phy- 
mofis,  they  were  only  bled  at  firft  :  buboes  were 
happily  cured  without  any  other  chirurgical  aflift- 
ance ;  nor  was  there  any  need  of  any  other  external 
remedies  befides  lapis  infernalis,  for  venereal  warts, 
foul  ulcers,  or  fungous  excrefcences.. 

But  if  venereal  warts,  when  obftinate,  during  the 
time  of  the  cure  be  wafhed  with  the  fame  folution 
of  fublimate  which  is  internally  taken,  having  been 
diluted  in  a  quadruple  quantity  of  pure  water,  thefe 
warts  all  vanifh.  We  read  a  remarkable  inftance  of 
this.*  A  little  delicate  woman,  of  twenty-three  years 
of  age,  being  in  the  fifth  month  of  her  pregnacy, 
had  her  body  from  head  to  foot  covered  over  with 
venereal  eruptions,  attended  with  pain,  and  a  fwel- 
ling  in  the  glands  of  the  groin.  The  folution  of 
corrofive  fublimate  was  given  her  in  fpirit  of  wine, 
fo  as  that  flie  took  five- eights  of  a  grain  in  twenty  - 
four  hours  :  but  {he  had  taken  only  half  that  quan¬ 
tity  during  the  firft  four  days  of  the  cure.  In  fif¬ 
teen  after,  thefe  complaints  almoft  wholly  difap- 
peared  :  ihe  however  complained  of  being  greatly 
troubled  with  the  piles ;  but  upon  examination  was 
found  to  have  the  anus  and  perineum  belet  with 
foftifh  venereal  warts,  of  a  whitifh  colour :  feveral 
of  thefe  wTere  in  bignefs  equal  to  the  top  of  a  man’s 
little  finger,  and  the  tops  of  fome  feemed  to  tend  to 
a  fuppuration. 

She  was  advifed  to  continue  the  internal  ufe  of  the 
folution  of  fublimate,  and  alfo  to  wafti  thele  warts 
with  the  fame  folution  diluted  in  a  quadruple  quan¬ 
tity  of  water.  In  ten  days  time  all  the  warts  difap- 
peared,  but  had  not  dropped  off,  for  the  larger  ones 

had 

$  Le  Begue  de  Prefle  fur  Pufage  interne  du  fublime  corrofi 
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iad  left  browi)  fpots  behind  in  the  fkin.  As  her 
:omplaints  were  no  longer  toublefome,  ihe  was  de- 
firous  of  leaving  off  the  remedy  ;  fire  neverthelefs 
ponfeffed,  that  fhe  ftill  had  one  or  two  little  fwellings 
[till  remaining:  being  again  examined,  two  warts 
(ike  the  former  appeared  on  the  right  labia  pudend. 
which  (lie  never  had  wafhed.  She,  according  to  ad¬ 
vice,  wafhed  thefe  alfo,  and  they,  in  a  few  days  af¬ 
ter,  difappeared  like  the  others. 

Hence  an  external  application  of  this  remedy  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  ferviceable.  1  have  feen  tophs,  nodes,  and 
exoflofes,  which  had  a  long  time  refilled  the  foie 
internal  ufe  of  this  remedy,  "entirely  diffolved  by  an 
external  local  application  of  it,  when  diluted  in  a 
quadruple  quantity  of  water.  Petrus  Andreas  Ma~ 
thiolus  *  diffolved  two  ounces  of  corrofive  fubiimate 
in  about  fix  pints  of  rain  water,  and  with  this  re¬ 
medy,  egelido  omnes  corporis  comp  ages  lavabat ,  bra- 
chiaque ,  cum  tibiis ,  a  genu  &  a  cubito ,  donee  dolores 
cum  ceteris  evanefeerent  ;  “  made  lukewarm,  he 
“  wafhed  all  the  joints  of  the  body,  together  with 
“  the  arms  and  fliin-  bones,  from  the  knee,  and 
6C  from  the  elbow,  until  the  pains  and  other  fymp~\ 
“  toms  vanifhed.”  But  a  falivation  followed  :  for 
he  adds,  Diebus  lotionis ,  e  cubiculo  pedem  male  aj - 
feet  us  non  efferat ;  fed  caveat  omnia ,  perinde  aefi  in - 
unger etur*  Huic  etiam ,  qua  pramifimys ,  accidere  Jo- 
lent  ;  oris  exulcer atio  fcilicet ,  defetius  anima^  ventris 
dedubiioi  fomni  difficultas  :  “  Let  not  the  patient  flir 
“  out  of  his  chamber  on  the  days  of  wafning,  but 
u  let  us  be  as  careful  in  every  refped  as  if  he  had 
been  rubbed  with  mercurial  undlion  ;  for  thofe  in- 
*c  conveniences  which  we  have  before  deferibed 
“  ufuaily  happen  to  him  alfo  ;  fuch  as  an  ulcer a~ 
■c  tion  of  the  mouth,  a  dejeflion  of  fpirits*  a  diar- 
*c  rhoea,  and  refllefs  nights.5’  But  it  appears,  from 
what  has  been  faid,  that  no  great  quantity  of  the 
fubiimate  is  required,  but  that  a  very  little  will  be 

fufficienc 
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fufficient  to  prove  fervlceable  by  an  external  ufe  of 
ft. 

Hitherto  I  ftill  kept  to  the  fame  proportion,  that 
is,  half  a  grain  of  corrofive  fublimate  to  an  ounce 
of  fpirits  ;  but  I  faw  *  that  the  quantity  of  corrofive 
had  been  gradually  and  cautioufly  increafed,  until 
fixteen  grains  were  diffolved  in  fourteen  ounces,  or 
twenty-eight  table  fpoonfuls ;  and  as  a  fpoonful  of 
fuch  a  mixture  was  morning  and  evening  given, 
there  was  more  than  a  grain  of  fublimate  daily  taken  : 
this  indeed  fucceeded  admirably ;  but  a  farther  aug¬ 
mentation  brought  on  a  vomiting ;  whence  it  was 
neceffary  to  return  to  the  firft  proportion  of  fix¬ 
teen  grains  to  fourteen  ounces  of  fpirits.  Yet  it  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  the  ufe  of  the  remedy  in  this 
manner  brought  on  a  falivation,  though  not  attended 
with  any  inconveniency. 

Though  it  may  not  at  all  feem  abfurd  to  augment 
the  efficacy  of  the  remedy,  I  was  always  careful  that 
the  firft  paffages  ffiould  not  be  affedted,  and  I  al¬ 
ways,  when  I  obferved  a  falivation  creeping  on, 
guarded  againft  it  by  abftaining  for  fome  days  from 
the  ufe  of  the  remedy,  until  I  law  that  all  the  figns 
and  fear  of  fpitting  were  gone.  In  difficult  cafes  I 
was  more  willing  to  augment  the  quantity  of  the 
mixture  that  was  to  be  taken,  than  change  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  fublimate  to  the  fpirit  in  which  it  is  dif- 
folved  ;  for  thereby  the  danger  of  a  fubfequent  vo¬ 
miting  will  be  much  lefs  For  thofe  who  have  the  in- 
fide  of  the  mouth  irritated  by  taking  a  greater  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  fpirit,  every  dofe  may  be  diluted  with  a 
draught  of  the  emollient  deception.  When  this 
remedy  was  to  be  given  to  young  patients,  I  was 
Careful  to  dilute  it  in  water,  and  add  fome  pleafant 
fyrup  to  it,  that  they  might  more  eafily  take  it ;  and 
I  diminifhed  the  quantity  of  fublimate  according  to 
their  age  and  ftrength  :  fo  that  I  fometimes  gave  only 
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be  eighth  part  of  a  grain,  in  the  fpace  of  twenty- 
du r  hours. 

Therefore,  as  we  ought  to  be  very  certain  of  the 
uantity  of  fublimate  we  give,  that  method  by 
rhich  a  large  quantity  of  corrofive  fublimate  is  dif- 
)lved  in  a  fmall  proportion  of  fpirit  of  corn,  or  wine, 
juilly  to  be  rejected ;  for  then  this  folution  is  given 
y  drops.  We  read  fuch  a  prefcription  :*  R.  Sub- 
mati  corrojivi  drackmam ,  alcoholis  vini  unciam.  Fiat 
' luiio .  Ten,  twelve,  or  fifteen  of  thele  drops  were 
iven  in  water- gruel,  or  fome  other  diluting  liquor, 
very  morning,  and  fometimes  every  evening  to  the 
lore  robuft.  The  dole  was  gradually  augmented 
ntil  it  reached  to  thirty  drops.  A  bold,  and  doubt- 
ft  remedy  indeed  !  But  the  effedts  which  followed 
ere  alfo  very  violent  for  it  ftrongly  operated  up-, 
ards  and  downwards  :  Sputationem  frequenter  etiam 
?r  horam  imam  aut  alteram  etc ci tat ;  fed  seger,  finita 
)eratione ,  res  fuas  profequitur ,  negledla  cuftodia  : 
it'  excites  a  fpitting  for  an  hour  or  two  frequent¬ 
ly  •,  but  when  that  operation  is  over,  the  patient 
may  follow  his  own  affairs.5”  Turner  tried  this 
iethod,  but  in  a  fhort  time  condemned  it.-f*  There 
ere  other  preferiptions,  equally  rafh,  then  publifhed, 
at  no  prudent  perfon  ever  made  ufe  of  them.  To 
)w  many  dangers  do  the  wretched  expofe  them- 
lves,.  when  they  commit  their  health  to  the  direc- 
bn  of  fuch  as  boaft  of  their  arcahums !  To  fuch 
deftroy  the  foundations  of  health,  whilft  they  boaft 
:  being  able  to  cure  the  venereal  difeafe  !  With 
*ief  I  have  often  feen  the  exhaufted  patients  ema- 
ated  with  the  bloody  flux  ;  others  with  fpitting  of 
ood,  followed  by  a  galloping  confumption,  after 
ch  rafn  and  dangerous  cures  j  fome  indeed  re- 
ained  longer  in  the  world,  but  they  never  reco¬ 
red  their  former  health,  for  they  always  led  a  lan- 
V ol.  XVII.  C  c  guifhing 
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guiffiing  miferable  life,  until  they  funk  under  their 
burthen  in  the  very  flower  of  their  age. 

When  fuch  dangerous  remedies  are  given  by  drops, 
the  quantity  can  with  far  greater  difficulty  be  afcer- 
tained  ;  for  the  drops  are  Hill  greater  or  lefs  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  mouth  of  the  phial. 

But  though  a  folution  of  fublimate  can  be  borne 
in  a  good  quantity  of  fpirits,  in  fmall  dofes  frequent¬ 
ly  repeated,  even  by  tender  infants ;  yet  it  fome- 
times  though  rarely  happens,  that  fome  adult  perlons 
cannot  bear  this  remedy.  My  mod  intimate  friend 
Storck ,  one  of  the  imperial  phyficians,  declares,*  he 
has  obferved  this  in  the  hofpital  of  Parma,  where 
he  cured  numbers  of  this  filthy  difeafe,  by  the  ufe 
of  this  remedy,  even  after  a  falivation  had  been  tridd 
in  vain. 

For  thofe  who  have  a  huflcy  dry  bread:,  are  trou¬ 
bled  with  a  cough,  whofe  nervous  fyfliem  is  excef- 
fively  irritable,  and  are  fubjedt  to  an  haemorrhage, 
bear  not  this  remedy  without  detriment,  though  they 
even  drink  plentifully  of  fome  emollient  decodtion, 
compofed  of  the  fofteft  ingredients. 

He  confefies  that  it  fometimes  happened,  that  ve¬ 
nereal  complaints  have  not  for  many  months  yielded 
to  the  application  of  this  remedy  :  he  then  diflblved 
twelve  grains  of  mercurius  dulcis  in  water,  which 
he  fweetened  with  two  ounces  of  fyrup,  and  gave, 
four  times  a  day,  an  ounce  of  this  mixture,  'with 
good  and  fpeedy  effedt.  Nor  did  even  this  remedy 
relieve  other  patients  ^  but  two  grains  of  red  mercu¬ 
rial  precipitate,  being  diflblved  in  four  pints  of  a 
decodtion  fat u rated  with  the  roots  of  Bardana,  were 
of  excellent  fervice  ^  and  he  by  this  remedy  cured 
the  mod:  obftinate  venereal  furuncles,  which  by  no 
means  would  give  way  to  other  remedies. 

Thus  have  I  honeltly  declared  all  that  I  know 
concerning  the  ufe  of  corroflve  fublimate,  in  curing; 
the  venereal  difeafe,  concealing  nothing  here.  My 
- s  .  end 
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end  was,  to  avoid  the  danger  and  mifchiefs  of  a  fali- 
vation,  and  to  ufe  as  faring  a  quantity  of  Crude 
mercury  as  poflible  in  the  cure  of  the  Lues ;  for  I 
always  had  fome  fear  of  a  quantity  of  mercury  taken 
into  the  habit  through  the  fkin,  as  it  is  an  unma¬ 
nageable  body,  and  an  enemy  to  human  nature,  as 
has  been  alteady  proved  by  many  arguments. 

I  did  not  wonder,  that  many  held  this  facility  of  a 
cure  in  a  fulpicious  light,  as  it  was  before  lb  very  labo¬ 
rious,  nor  yet  that  they  believed  this  difeafe  could  ever 
be  fo  eradicated,  unlefs  it  was  of  a  flight  kind  •  hence 
a  relapfe  is  always  to  be  feared  ;  but  nobody  will 
leny  that  the  Lues  has  returned  even  after  repeated 
alivations.  The  celebrated  Aftruc  himfelf  confeffes 
:his;*  but  he  at  the  fame  time  excufes  the  matter! 
.aying.  Probe  gnarus  Jutn,  inquit,  bydrargyrofn ,‘  tine 
iravia  preparations,  dofi  nitnia,  breviore  temporis  in - 
•ervallo,  adhibitam,  fruftra  fepius  adhibitam  fuiffe. 
4t  vero  pernego ,  virus  ullum  unquam  effe,  quod  radi- 
■itus  non.  exjtirpetar,  ft  Mercurius,  pramiffa  debita 
'iraparatione,  parca  manu ,  legitimis  intervallis,  tempore 
'atis  diuturno ,  illinatur :  “  I  well  know  that  a  laro-e- 
‘  d.ofe  °f  crude  mercury,  applied  in  a  lhort  interval  of 
1  tl'p-e  without  any  previous  preparation,  has  been 
‘  often  applied  in  vain.  But  I  deny  that  there  ever 
‘  vas  a  Vlrus  whicil  if  could  not  radically  extirpate 
‘  if  the  mercury  atter  a  due  preparation  be  rubbed 
‘  in  fparingly,  and  at  proper  intervals,  for  3  luffi- 
‘  Clen£  length  of  time.”  For  it  was  before  faid, 
hat  he  repoled  particular  faith  in  the  entrance  of  a 
jreat  quantity  of  mercury  into  the  body.  But  it  is 
ully  convincing,  from  the  words  he  immediately  after 
ubjoins,  that  he  had  feen  a  relapfe  of  the  venereal 
liieaie,  after  a  falivation  had  been  managed  with  all 
lecefiary  care  :  Cave  tamen ,  credas,  exftirpato  femel, 
minio,  omnia  jam  in  vado  effe.  Si  nidla  quidem  par- 
bus  corporis  Jolidis  tabes  illata  fuerit  prius,  res  pla* 

.  C  c  2  niffims 
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niffime  confetta  erit ,  fine  ullo  recidiv a  periculo.  Secus 
Vero ,  ft  qua  fuperfimt  folidarum  partium  vitia ,  *«- 

ufta,  utpote ,  r^r<?  ^  lat enter  dedufla 

fitYit ,  vel  partes  cideo  nobiles  ohfident ,  null  am  jam 

cur  at  ion  cm ,  fed  palhat  lonem  ianiurn,  adrti.it  ant , 
plerumque  pallia  tionem  non  fcitis  diut  urn  am  :  c  uevv  3.1  e 
‘c  of  fancying  that  the  danger  is  fafeiy  palled,  when 
the  virus  or  feed'  of  the  difeafe  fee  ms  altogether 
extirpated  :  for  indeed  if  no  prejudice  has  been  firft 
4C  done1  to  the  folid  parts  of  the  body,  the  cure  will 
be  mold  evidently  perfected  without  any _  danger 
of  a  relapfe.  But  it  happens  otherwise,  if  com  - 
plaints  before  firmly  rooted,  had  remained  in  any 
of  the  folid  parts  of  the  body ;  yis  thefe  evils  are 
te  often  'latent  there,  or  fo  attack  the  noble  parts, 
that  they  only  admit  of  a  palliation,  but  not  a  cure 
of  the  difeafe  •,  even  the  palliation  is  for  the  mod 
part  of  no  long  duration.5'3  Certainly,  as  the 
bones  are  often  infected  by  the  venereal  difeafe,  and 
corroded  by  a  filthy  caries,  thefe  cafes  muft^  be  very 
frequent,  eipecially  when  the  contagion  adneres  to 

the  folid  parts  of  the  body. 

The  celebrated  Afirnc  *  feems  to  have  thought  far- 
Otherwife,  when  he  before  in  extolling  the  virtues  of. 
crude  mercury,  and  in  crying  down  the  efficacy  of 
Gruaiacum,  wrote  as  follows  :  Quodji  qu a  vafa  in  cor - 
pore  toto  imp  er  via  fuperejfe  poffunt  *,  quod  quid  cm  ra- 
rum  eft,  fed  quod  t amen  de  vdfis  duricrum  exoficfiumy 
gurmnatum,  riodorum ,  &c.  inter  dum  verum  eft  •,  ea 
eerie  tan  turn ,  qua  cum  moment  0  Idler  curii  i  ncluot  abilia 
funt,  vi  nulla  alia  debilior.e  unquatn  in  p oft  erum  refe¬ 
renda  funt  •,  &  qua  proinde  pro  vdfis  omnino  oblitera¬ 
ns  haberi  debent ,  humor  one,  iijdem  imp  a  A  us,  pro  hu - 
more  nunqtiam  refolubili,-  &  a  quo  nullum  recidiv  a  pe¬ 
ri  culum  futurum  fit :  “  If  any  veffels  may  be  left  im- 
kt  pervious  in  the  whole  body,  which  indeed  is  rare, 

*~-but  notwithdanding  it  is  true,  that  this  lometimes 
b  /,  a  u  “  happens 
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c  happens  in  the  vefiels  of  gummata,  nodes,  exof- 
6  toies,  and  in  difeafes  of  the  bones ;  certainly 
c  thefe,  which  cannot  be  reached  by  the  force 
c  of  the  mercury,  are  never  to  be  opened  by 
6  any  weaker  power  ^  and  which  for  that  caufe 
6  ought  to  be  eileemed  as  entirely  obliterated  vef- 
6  fels,  and  the  humour  impacted  in  them  held  as 
c  a  humour  never  more  to  be  cliiTolved,  and  from 
6  which  no  future  danger  of  a  relap fe  is  to 
;  be  feared.5’  1  fmcerely  confefs,  that  I  never 
bought  myfelf  fee  11  re,  if  I  faw  that  any  thing  of 
his  kind  remained  in  the  bones  after  a  falivation  ; 
lor  have  I  feen  any  others,  who  afiidupufly  applied 
hemfelves  to  the  curing  of  this  difeafe,  promile  an 
ntire  cure  in  fuch  a  cafe,  but  were  always  fufpici- 
»us  of  a  relapfe,  and  ufea  other  methods  to  guard 
gainft  it.*  Turner ,  f  formerly  famous  in  curing 
he  venereal  difeafe,  candidly  acknowledges,  that  the 
ifeafe,  after  a  falivation  duly  carried  on  for  thirty 
ays,  has  budded  out  afrefh,  and  required  another 
divation,  though  all  the  attendant  fymptoms  feemed 
Dtaliy  cured  after  the  firfl.  Hence  he  cautioufly 
dviies  phyficians  not  to  be  over  confident  in  pro- 
ouncing  the  difeafe  abfolutely  cured  at  the  hazard 
f  their  own  reputation. 

The  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe  by  the  ufe  of 
orrofive  fublimate,  already  deferibed,  has  this  par- 
cular  advantage,  that  it  can  without  any  inconve- 
iency  be  continued  a  confiderable  length  of  time, 
nd  even  repeated  if  the  lead:  fufpicion  fhould  arile  of 
lurking  venereal  virus  in  any  part  of  the  body: 
ut  I  have  known  many  who  obftinately  preferred 
eath  to  a  repeated  falivation. 

*  Medic.  E.Tays,  Tom.  I.  p.  57.  Tom.  III.  p.  328, 

4  Hiftory  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  p.  148. 
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SECT.  MCCCCLXXVIII. 

Nr  E  I  T  H  E  R  is  there  any  other  remedy 
then  required  for  obtaining  health. 

It  is  here  to  be  fuppofed,  that  all  the  venereal 
virus  has  been  totally  expelled  from  the  body  by  the 
action  of  the  mercury,  and  that  nothirig  elfe  re¬ 
mains  to  be  done  after  the  falivation,  but  to  fill  the 
patient’s  body,  exhaufted  by  the  falivation,  with 
good,  mild  nourifhmenf,  under  the  reftri£tions  before 
mentioned.  *  ~  * 

But  it  was  before  faid,  in  Se<5t.  1476,  that  vene¬ 
real  cafes  have  happened  wherein  the  efficacy  of 
quickfilver  has  failed,  in  whatfoever  manner  applied. 
1  hofe  who  confide  in  the  efficacy  of  mercury  alone, 
and  del pife  all  the  reft  of  the  auxiliaries  of  art,  re¬ 
peat  its  ufe  until  the  difeafed,  exhaufted  by  repeated 
iaiivations,  die,  or  they  pronounce  the  difeafe  inr 
curable.  "  ‘  * 

It  is  worth  while  to  confider  what  helps  {till  re¬ 
main  in  this  falutary  art,  that  the  wretched  patient 
may  be  fuccoured  by  them.  '  ‘  * 

The  celebrated  Freind  -f,  in  treating  of  the  firft 
origin  of  the  venereal  difeafe,'  gives  usp  the  following 
extract  from  Leone ,  who  wrote  the  hiltory  of  Africa, 
hot  long  after  this  new  difeafe  was  brought  froni 
America  into  Europe  :  In  Barb  aria  hoc  morbo  (Lut 
Venerea')  inf  elf i  pereunt  plerumque ,  &  curantur  raro. 
In  Numidia ,  &  Lybia vix  notus  eji  morbus,  JJndt 
hcirbari,  Lue  infedli,  in  Ffumidiam ,  A Hgriiarum  re - 
gionem ,  tendunt ,  fola  aeris  temperie^  dum  morantui 

ibi ,  per f elf  am  re  caper  ant  falutem ,  fani  in  patriam 
redeynt,  nec  Medici  ' auxilio ,  nec  medicamentis ,  ufi 
Propriis  cadis'  fe  pfures  Jic  fanatos  vidiffe ,  affirm  at  { 
J  '  '  -  *  *  u  Thil 

*  Ui&QX,  of  Phyfic,  Vol.  II.  p.  34?. 
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u  The  infedted  for  the  moft  part  perifh  with  this 
venereal  difeafe  in  Barbary.  This  new  difeafe  is 
<c  hardly  known  in  Numidia  and  Lybia.  From 
4t  whence  the  Barbarians,  in  reeled  with  the  Lues, 
<c  go  to  Numidia,  and  the  country  of  the  negroes, 
“  and  refiding  there  fome  time,  recover  perfect 
“  health  by  the  temperature  of  the  climate  only. 
“  They  then  return  found  to  their  country  without 
“  the  ufe  of  medicines,  or  aid  of  a  phyfician.’*  He 
affirms,  that  he  has  perfonally  known  many  who 
were  thus  cured.  But  it  is  certain,  that  thefe  men 
lived  in  an  exceffive  warm  climate,  nor  did  they 
probably  ufe  any  rich  food,  as  they  were  at  the  fame 
time  obliged  to  leek  their  food  by  labour.  Moreover, 
the  violent  exercifes  performed  in  the  open  air,  fuch 
as  hunting,  racing,  climbing  up  mountains,  and 
even  the  hard  labour  of  ruftics,  are  highly  praifed 
by  Fraeaftorius  *  in  his  poem  on  the  venereal  difeafe, 
entitled,  Sypbylis.  - 

Vidi  ego  fope  malum  qui  jam  fudoribus  omne 
Finijfet ,  fylvifque  Luem  hqmjfet  in  altis. 

Sed  nec  turpe  puta ,  dextram  fummittere  aratrOy 
Et  longum  trabere  incur  vo  fub  vow  ere  fulcum  : 

Neve  bidente  folum  &  duras  prof  cinder  e  glebas% 

Et  valida  aeriam  quercum  exturbare  bipenni , 

Atque  imis  altam  eruere  a  radicibus  ornum . 

But  whilft  the  body  is  thus  exercifed  by  flrong 
labour,  he  ftri&ly  recommends  every  kind  of  fat 
rich  food  to  be  avoided. 

—  „  tibi  pinguis  Anas ,  tihi  crudior  Anfery 

Vitetur ,  potiufque  vigil  Cafitoiia  fervet. 

Viteturque  gravi  Coturnix  tarda  fagina. 

¥ u  teneros  Lattes ,  tu  pand a  abdomina  Pore 
Pore#  heu  terga ,  fuge ,  &  lumbis  ne  vejeere  Aprinisr 
Venatu  quamvh  toties  confearis  Apr  os. 

C  c  4  And 

*  Aphrodifiac.  p.  189,  190. 
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And  other  much  approved  authors,  who  have 
written  of  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  recom¬ 
mend  low  diet  and  hard  labour.  So  Gonfalvo  Fer~  * 
nandes  *  who  lived  when  the  difeafe  was  brought  * 
from  America  into  Europe,  and  who  was  afterwards 
fent  to  the  Spanifh  fettlements,  on  the  continent  of 
South- America,  to  prdide  over  the  gold  and  fjlver 
mines,  may  be  produced  as  the  mod  wealthy  and 
intelligent  eye-witnefs  of  this  matter,  who  thus  writes 
in  treating  of  guaiacu rn  wood  :  Apud  Indos  hand  eft 
adeo  favum  malum ,  nec  tantum  after  t  dif crimen,  ft  cut 
in  Hifpania ,  &  frigidicnbus  dimatibus  \  Jed  parvo 
negoho ,  hujus  arboris  ope ,  in  code  curantur :  Curatio 
mult  am  inediam ,  &  praterea  aqua  potum ,  in  qua  lig¬ 
num  hoc  deco  Him  fuerit ,  expojhdat.  Et ,  abjque  me¬ 
dia,  ip  fa  nihil  prodefte,  fed'  obeftfe,  confuevit :  46  This 
4C  difeafe  is  not  fo  ievere  among  the  Indians  as  in 
<c  Spain,  and  other  colder  climates ;  but  they  are 
tc  cured  with  little  trouble,  and  the  affifcance  of  this 
tree.  The  cure  requires  much  abfiinence  from 
ec  animal  food,  together  with  plentiful  draughts  of 
water,  in  which  this  wood  has  been  boiled.  And 
“  it  will  prove  of  no  fervice  without  abfiinence,  but 
ufually  on  the  contrary  does  harm.” 

This  means  not  an  abfiinence  from  every  kind  of 
food,  but  a  regimen  of  weak  thin  diet :  A  carnibus 
abftinet ,  &  pifcibus  ;  fed  paffulis  vefcitur ,  &  fttccis 
cduhis  ;  iifque  paucis  (qua  fcihcet  ad  fuftentandum  tan¬ 
tum  corpus  fuffici  ant)  ;  A  aliquo  panis  afti  (hi fee  Hum. 
vulgus  voca  't)  fruftulo  :  “  Let  the  patients  abflain 
66  from  flefH  meats,  and  fifh,  but  raifins  and  dry 
“  foods  are  to  be  eaten,  but  yet  fparingly,  and  only 
cc  in  a  manner  fufficient  to  fuflain  the  body,  toge- 
ther  with  force  hard  baked  bread,  commonly  called 
u,  bifeuit.”  1 

Antonins  Mufa  Brafavolus  f  difplays  the  efficacy 
of  hard  labour  in  curing  the  venereal  difeafe  thus : 

Denique 

•  / 

?  Aphrodifiac.  p.  357.  4  Ibidern,  p, 

i  4  •  i  i  *  •  i  -  -  ‘  ;  *  i  *  •  / 
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Denique  funt  nonnulli ,  qui ,  ex  vehement  tffimo  motu,  quo- 
tidie  frequent  at  0 ,  <3  Gallicis  doloribus  evafere  \  ut  con - 
/!§■//  Dono  Batano  Campanario ,  <7#/  feviffmis  doloribus 
cruciabatur ,  yT/,  chordas  trahendo  magnce  camp  an & 
Epifcopii  Ferrartenfis ,  eifdem  doloribus  evafit : 

“  Finally,  there  are  forne  perfons  who  are  freed 
“  from  the  pains  of  the  French  difeafe  by  daily  vi- 
“  olent  exercife ;  as  it  happened  to  Don  Batanus, 
u  a  bell-founder,  who  was  tormented  with  mod: 
“  cruel  pains  of  that  kind ;  but  he  was  cured  of 
“  thele  pains  by  ringing  the  great  bell  in  the  cathe- 
u  dral  of  Ferrara.”  1  have  fometimes  heard  per¬ 
fons,  worthy  of  credit,  fay,  that  men,  condemned 
to  the  Gallies,  were  cured  of  the  venereal  difeafe 
in  the  Mediterranean  feas,  without  the  application 
of  any  other  remedies,  than  the  labour  by  which  they 
were  daily  fatigued,  and  their  fcanty  poor  food,  f ef¬ 
ficient  on;y  to  fuftain  life.  The  lame  is  confirmed 
by  Fallopius ,  *  who,  in  defence  of  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  guaiacum  wood,  in  curing  the  venereal 
difeafe,  againft  thofe  who  affirmed  that  decoctions  of 
other  woods  would  afford  the  fame  effect,  writes 
thus:  Ego  vidi  aliquos  cur  at  os  ligno  fagi,  qui ,  conjefii 
in  triremes ,  atque ,  inftituta  vidfus  ratione  tenuijjima , 
labor  antes,  ex  toto  liber  ant  ur.  Sed  ifte  non  eft  ufus 

Medicus  :  “  I  have  feen  forne  men  who  were  con- 
“  demned  to  the  treble-  oared  gallies  cured  by  beech 
wood  ;  for  by  labouring  with  it,  and  keeping  to 
;  ct  a  regimen  of  the  lowed  diet,  they  were  freed  from 
|  u  the  d idem  per.  But  this  is  not  a  medical  practice.” 
Did  not  cruel  neceffity  conftrain  them,  hardly  any 
patients  could  he  found  willing  to  lead  fo  cala¬ 
mitous  a  life,  to  be  freed  from  this  filthy  difeafe. 

I  myfeif  have  feen  a  memorable  inftance,  which 
taught  me  what  the  con  dan  t  refolution  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  with  a  very  abdemious  way  of  living,  and 
condant  hard  labour,  are  capable  of  effecting  in  an 
inveterate,  and  an  alrnod  defperate  Lues. 

A  young 

*  4phrodifiac.  p.  790. 
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A  young  gentleman,  who  was  in  a  moft  deplora¬ 
ble  condition,  applied  to  me  for  advice.  He  had 
undergone  four  falivations,  after  each  of  which  the 
difeafe,  which  was  thought  cured,  ftill  broke  out 
afrefh.  His  cure  was  three  times  alfo  undertaken  by 
decodtions  of  guaiacum,  but  with  no  better  luccefs. 
He  had  tumours  on  the  fternum,  and  clavicles,  and 
a  fimilar  one  in  the  forehead  •,  his  fkin  was  defiled 
in  various  parts  by  filthy  blotches,  and  4he  had  noc¬ 
turnal  pains  in  his  bones.  As  he  was  poor  and  quite 
deflitute,  nobody  would  receive  him  or  undertake 
his  cure :  the  poor  wretch  was  abandoned  alfo  by 
all  his  relations.  He  confeffed,  that  he  had  more 
than  once  thought  of  putting  an  end  to  his  mifery 
by  laying  violent  hands  upon  himfelf. 

I  cheered  up  his  drooping  fpirits  by  promifing  him 
fome  relief,  but  could  not  venture  to  infure  him  an 
abfolute  cure  of  fo  inveterate  a  difeafe.  He  allured 
me,  that  he  was  willing  faithfully  to  try  every  thing, 
and  would  endure  even  the  very  fevered:  hardlliips, 
provided  they  promifed  the  lead:  hopes  of  a  cure. 
As  his  conftitution  was  naturally  ftrong,  and  he  then 
in  the  prime  of  life,  I  placed  him  with  a  hufband- 
man,  in  the  ftation  of  a  fervant,  without  any  other 
wages  than  his  viftuals,  which  were  very  homely 
and  fcanty,  though  he  worked  hard  \  foi,  beddes 
bread,  he  was  fed  only  upon  carrots,  parfnips,  and 
fuch  roots,  with  other  vegetables,  mufhrooms,  ap¬ 
ples,  pears,  barley,  oats,  and  fuch  like,  boiled  in 
water  only.'  His  drink  was  the  thin  four  whey,  or 
butter  milk.  He  began  this  kind  of  life  in  the  be- 
oinning  of  April,  and  refolutely  and  condantly  per¬ 
iled  in  his  hard  rural  labours  until  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  October  following,  when  he  met  me  again 
perfectly  recovered.  He  ftri&ly  abftained  from 
every  kind  of  flefh  meats,  fifh,  eggs,  milk,,  butter, 
and  cheefe,  during  the  whole  time.  I  faw  him  fome 
years  afterwards,  married,  and  blefl  with  a  fair  and 

found  progeny.  '  . 

r  A  won- 
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A  wonderful  example  truly  !  whence  we  learn, 
that  the  venereal  contagion  may  be  purged  from 
many  places  of  the  body,  to  which  it  has  obflinately 
adhered,  and  then  be  expelled  from  the  body  by  fweat, 
excited  by  hard  labour  in  a  warm  climate,  a  low  diet 
being  ufed  at  the  fame  time,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  diluting  liquids  drank,  which  encourages  fweat- 
ing  *  yet  perfons  are  hard  to  be  found  who  could, 
and  yet  more  rare  fuch  as  would,  endure  this  method 
of  cure  with  conftancy  and  refolution. 

Hence,  when  the  efficacy  of  crude  mercury  failed 
in  curing  the  venereal  difeafe,  phyficians  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  ufe  of  the  decodtion  of  guaiacum, 
which  had  acquired  great  fame,  particularly  after 
Ulricus  de  Hutten ,  a  German  officer,  had  publickly 
teftified,*  that  he  was  cured  by  this  remedy ;  tho* 
he  had  iinfuccefsfully  undergone  eleven  falivations, 
and  the  difeafe  was  inveterate  ;  for  thus  he  writes  : 

\ Id  ant  0  periculo ,  tarn  acerb  0  difcrimine ,  cum  hoc  morbo 
nonum  jam  annum  ludlor,  non  fegnius  interim  &  aliay 
quibus  obfifti  mGrbo  putabatur ,  aggrejfus.  Nam  £5?  bah 
neis  cur  abamur,  £5?  herb  arum  potu ,  ac  potiombus ,  £5? 
erofione  ulcerum .  Ad  quern  ufum  affumebatur  arfeni- 
cum>  atr  amentum ,  calc  ant  hum ,  viride  aris,  aut  aqua 
qure  fortis  vocabatuY  \  tanta  cum  doloris  acerbttate,  ut 
credi  pojfent  nimis  vivendi  cupidi ,  qui  non  mori  malue ■* 
tint ,  quam  fee  vitam  prof  err  e  :  u  In  how  much  dan- 
“  ger,  in  what  cruel  contention  have  I  flruggled  for 
“  nine  years  with  this  dileafe,  which  I  in  the  mean 
“  refilled  not  negligently,  but  I  tried  every  other 
cc  method  that  was  thought  proper  for  the  dileafe  ; 
“  for  the  cure  was  attempted  by  baths,  by  drinks 
made  of  herbs,  by  potions,  and  by  corroding  the 
“  ulcers ;  for  which  purpofe  arfenic,  ink,  vitriol, 
iC  verdigreafe,  and  aqua-fortis  were  ufed.  My  pains 
“  were  fo  fevere,  that  a  perfon  who  would  not  ra~ 
“  ther  die  than  drag  out  fuch  a  life,  might  be  juftly 
it  thought  too  fond  of  living”-  He  was  born,  be- 


f  Aphrqdifiac  p.  383. 
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fore  the  venereal  difeafe  had  as  yet  appeared  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  in  the  year  1488,  and  as  he  died  in  the  year 
1523,  he  laboured  under  the  venereal  difeafe  when 
it  firft  became  known,  at  which  time  the  diihrder 
raged  far  worle  than  now,  and  the  cure  was  more 
roughly  attempted  by  the  unfkilful,  with  ill  fuccefs, 
as  he  himfelf  teftifies,  that  after  the  fri&ions  vix 
centefimus  quifque  levabatur ,  recidivis  ut  plurimum 
tegris^  cum  vix  paucos  ad  dies  duraret  ejus  juvamen - 
turn  :*  cc  hardly  one  in  a  hundred  was  cured,  as  the 
“  relief  the  patients  received,  fcarcely  lafted  longer 
“than  a  few  days.55  But  how  miferably  tormented 
with  filthy  ulcers,  pains,  and  difeafes  of  the  bones, 
does  he  deicribe  himfelf  f  to  have  been  ;  fo  that  he 
was  frightful  to  be  feen  or  fmelt,  and  loathfome  to 
himfelf.  He  was  entirely  freed  from  fo  many  /hock¬ 
ing  complaints,  according  to  his  own  teftimony,  by 
the  ufe  of  the  decodion  of  gnaiacum  ;  hence  he  ex¬ 
tols  and  recommends  it  to  every  body  ;  and  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  method  of  preparing  ir,  defcribes  the 
neceftary  regimen  to  be  obferved  during  its  ufe  ;  all 
which  merit  to  be  read  in  the  works  of  the  au¬ 
thor. 

It  neverthelefs  has  been  reported,  that  Hut  ten  re- 
lapfed,  and  died  miferably  of  the  venereal  difeafe, 
before  the  thirty-fifth  or  thirty-fixth  year  of  his  age.§ 
But  it  is  not  in  the  ieaft  wonderful,  that  a  man, 
who  had  undergone  eleven  falivations,  and  was  for 
nine  years  afffided  with  the  mod  fevere  venereal 
iymptoms,  fhould  be  a  fugitive,  an  exile,  and  looner 
end  his  life  than  the  common  courle  of  nature. 
Nor  is  it.  certain,  that  he  died  of  a  relapfe,  as  a 
free  way  of  living  might  have  been  the  caufe  of  a 
frefh  complaint,  or  perhaps  he  was  lefs  cautious,  as 
he  firmly  believed,  he  polleffed  a  certain  remedy  for 
all  venereal  difeafes.  If  Hutten ,  as  it  is  faid,  was 
the  author  of  the  little  book,  entitled,  Epifiol 'a  ob - 

fcurorum 

*  Aphrodifiac.  p.  281.  f  Ibidem,  p.  304, 

§  Aftruc  de  Lue  Vener.  Edit.  ?,da  p.  630. 
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fcurorum  viromm ,  in  which  the  obfcenity  of  thofe 
times  is  pleaiantly  touched  up,  it  does  not  appear, 
that  he  can  be  much  praifed  for  his  morals. 

But  the  method  of  preparing  and  taking  the  de- 
coblion  of  guaiacum  was  explained  in  Sebt.'  529,,  in 
the  chapter  de  morbis  offium ,  and  fuch  a  decobtion  is 
likewife  inferred  in  the  Materia  Medica .  The  indica¬ 
tion  is,  to  fill  the  body  with  the  decobtion  of  guaia¬ 
cum.  Hence  fome  ounces  of  a  ftrong  decobtion  of 
guaiacum,  are  given  four  times  a  day,  in  a  greater 
or  lets  quantity,  according  to  the  age,  conftitution* 
and  itrength  of  the  patient.  The  patient  fhould 
continue  drinking  as  much  as  he  can  bear,  utique 
in  jingulas  vices  ut  minimum  uncias  jorbeat  odlo  5  fi 
flutes  1  tanto  re  thus  ;  “  until  the  patient  drinks  eight 
tc  ounces  at  lead;  at  every  draught ;  if  more,  fo  much 
44  the  better.35*  The  patient  is  to  be  confined  in  a 
very  warm  room,  that  he  may  be  aimoft  lpontane- 
oufly  inclined  to  fweat. 

He  muft  abftain  from  all  kinds  of  meats  and  li-t 
quors  which  are  any  way  fat ;  he  is  only  to  be  nou¬ 
rished  with  hard-baked  bread,  fuch  as  bifcuit,  and 
raifins  ^  nor  is  he  to  be  indulged  with  any  kind  or 
drink,  except  a  weak  decobtion  of  guaiacum.  This 
drink  is  ufually  made  of  the  rendue  of  the  guaiacum 
wood,  left  after  preparing  the  ftrong  decobtion  *  for 
all  the  medicinal  virtue  is  not  extracted  from  this 
wood  by  one  boiling  only,  and  the  fecond :  decoc¬ 
tion  is  well  impregnated  with  the  flavour  of  the 
guaiacum,  though  the  wood  was  boiled  in  a  great 
quantity  of  water,  and  may  conveniently  ferve  for 
common  drink. 

When  phyficians  firft  began  to  ufe  the  decoc¬ 
tion  of  guaiacum  wood,  that  drug  was  fparingjy 
brought  from  America  into  Europe  ;  hence  it  was 
fold  at  a  dear  rate.  Nicolaus  Majfa  -f*  fays,  that  an 
ounce  of  this  wood  had  coft  undecim  fcutatis  aureisr 

“  eleven 
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<€  eleven  golden  crowns.”  Hence  the  lefs  opulent 
were  the  more  faving  of  it,  and  often  boiled  the 
fame  wood  again  in  frefh  water,  and  fo  extradted 
all  its  medicinal  virtue  before  it  was  thrown  away 
as  ufelefs  :  yet  he  teftifies,  that  fuch  decoctions 
toere  fo  efficacious,  that  a  man  who  had  laboured 
tinder  the  French  difeafe  for  many  years,  with  noc¬ 
turnal  pains,  and  various  humours,  was  entirely 
cured  by  a  decodbion  prepared  from  one  pound  of 
this  wood,  which  he  had  boiled  over  and  over  above 
twelve  times,  as  long  as  the  decodtion  retained  any 
of  the  flavour  and  fcent  of  the  firft,  which  was  the 
ftrongeft  of  all.  Hut  ten  *  fays,  that  almoft  five 
pounds  of  this  wood  were  neceffary  to  be  thus  ufed  \ 
lb  me  others  faid  eight,  and  fome  ten  pounds.  But 
as  Hut  ten  lived  before  Antonins  Mujfa’s  time,  perhaps 
this  wood  was  then  bought  at  a  dearer  price ;  at 
leaf:  it  is  complained  of  in  the  preface  of  a  treatife-j- 
concerning  the  cure  of  the  French  difeafe  by  guaia- 
cum  wood,  that  much  money  was  required  for  the 
cure  of  the  difeafe  with  that  remedy. 

As  guaiacum  wood  can  at  this  time  be  purchafcd 
it  an  eafier  rate,  it  is  not  preferved  for  a  fecond 
©r  weaker  decoction  •,  but  a  lefs  quantity  of  freffi 
wood  is  ufed  for  the  fecond  decodiion,  fo  that  half 
an  ounce  is  fufficient  for  every  pound  of  the  decoc¬ 
tion  which  ferves  for  common  drink. 

Yet  it  is  ufeful  in  preparing  thefe  decodtions  to 
deep  the  guaiacum  wood  for  fome  hours  in  water, 
which  may  ferve  for  the  decodtion  ;  for  then  it  be¬ 
comes  more  highly  impregnated  with  the  medicinal 
virtue  of  this  wood. 

The  decodtion  of  guaiacum,  particularly  that  which 
has  all  the  ftrength  boiled  out,  has  a  very  pungent 
flavour,  fo  that  it  fometimes  (lightly  irritates  the 
inner  parts  of  the  mouth  :  but  this  inconvenience 
fpontaneoully  vanifhes  in  a  lhort  time  after  k  is  drank. 
This  may  be  guarded  againft,  or  at  lead  be  remark¬ 
ably 
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ably  diminifhed,  if  the  root  of  liquorice  is  added  to 
the  decodtion,  in  fuch  a  quantity  as  to  equal  half 
the  weight  of  the  guaiacum  wood.  But  the  liquo¬ 
rice  root  is  added,  which  is  alfo  called  p/got,  only 
when  the  boiling  is  finifhed,  and  the  decodtion  is 
poured  thereon,  and  it  is  infufed  therein  half  an  hour. 
For  the  fweetnefs  of  the  liquorice  is  loft  by  the 
boiling,  particularly  if  continued  for  any  long 
time. 

Thefe  decodtions  were  therefore  drank  in  a  larger 
quantity  after  the  courfe  of  fome  days  ;  then  <egrati 
corpus  plenum  eft  hoc  liquor e  ligni^  cujus  penetrabilis 
acrimonia,  &  acuta  balfamica  virtus ,  talis  eftr  ut 
omnem  fere  pituitam  folvat ,  pingue  diluat,  tenax  atte- 
nuet ,  putridum  a  fr  ace  dine  ulteriori  condiendo  prefer- 
vet,  cohibeat.  Turn  medicatus  ille  liquor  fovit ,  mar 
ceravit,  malos  humores ;  reftat  dein,  ut,  velociffime 
motus,  perque  omnia  vafa  trajeffus  celeriter ,  intima 
quteque  abluat,  deter  gat,  repur  get,  atque  it  a  pinguia 
corporis  infetta  de  corpore  quam  accuratiffime  eliminet , 
ficque ,  continuata  hac  expurgatione,  fanet  u  the  pa- 
“  tient’s  body  is  full  of  this  liquor,  whofe  penetra-* 

<c  ting  acrimony,  and  Iharp  balfamic  virtues  are  fuch, 
tc  that  it  is  capable  of  diftolving  almoft  all  vifeidi- 
u  ties,  of  purging  grofs  and  fat  humours,  attenu- 

ating  what  is  tenacious,  and  preventing  farther 
“  putrefadlion.  When  this  medicinal  liquor  has 
<c  fomented  and  macerated  the  bad  humours,  it  then, 

“  by  the  velocity  with  which  it  is  fpeedily  conveyed 
^  through  all  the  veftels  of  the  body,  wafhes,  cleanfes, 

<c  purges,  and  entirely  expels  all  the  fat  and  grofs 

humours  from  the  moft  infedted  parts  of  the  body, 

“  and  thus  a  cure  is  effedted  by  a  continuation  of 
u  this  purgation.” 

That  ultimate  intention  will  be  obtained,  if  the 
patient’s  body  is  expofed  naked  to  the  hot  penetra¬ 
ting  vapour  .of  burning  fpirit  of  wine  that  he  may 
fweat,  by  which  the  liquor  drank  will  be  difeharged  ’ 

H .  !  '  our 
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out  of  the  body,  and  a  frefh  opportunity  will  be 
given  for  filling  the  body  with  the  like  decodlion. 
This  operation  was  performed  in  a  two-fold  manner  : 
the  one  method  was,  in  a  wooden  box  made  for  this 
purpofe,  where  the  patient  fat  upright  with  his  head 
out  of  the  box,  whilft  the  fpirit  of  wine  was  burned 
under  a  gridiron,  that  the  vapour  of  it  might  every 
where  reach  the  body.  A  copious  fweat  ufually  fol¬ 
lowed,  which  was  kept  up  in  this  manner  for  half 
an  hour.  The  patient  was  then  taken  out  of  the 
box,  and  put  into  a  dry  warm  bed  at  hand,  and  left 
to  fweat  for  an  hour,  either  more  or  lels,  according 
as  his  flrength  could  bear.  But  as  it  would  be  dan¬ 
gerous  if  the  heated  body,  all  bedewed  with  fweat, 
Ihould  be  expofed  to  the  cold  air,  many  preferred  the 
application  of  the  vapour  of  burning  fpirit  of  wine  to 
the  patient’s  naked  body  in  bed,  by  a  long  tube 
thruft  under  the  bed-cloaths ;  which  may  be  very 
conveniently  done  ♦,  for  fo  the  Removal  of  the  patient 
from  the  box  is  avoided,  and  there  is  lefs  danger  of 
the  patient’s  fainting  whilft  he  lies  in  a  horizontal 
fituation,  than  if  he  Ihould  fit  upright  in  the  box.  If 
any  part  of  a  bone  had  been  inrefted  by  the  difeafe, 
it  was  wrapped  up  in  flannel  ftecped  in  the  ftrong 
deception  of  guaiactim  during  the  time  of  the  fweat ; 
and  the  vapour  of  the  fpirit  of  wine  was  alfo  direc¬ 
ted  to  the  part  by  the  tube,  that  it  might  particu¬ 
larly  aft  on  that  part ;  all  which  can  be  moil  conve¬ 
niently  done  when  the  patient  lies  in  bed.  Hac  arte , 
intima  offium ,  &  reconditijjirnarum  partium  abdita , 
purgantur  penitus  \  etiam ,  quo  mercurii  virtus  Hint' 
efficacia,  hand  pertingebat.  Etenim  videre  meniini ,  ju-  ' 
venem ,  penitijfime  ad  ojfa  itfqne  infettitm ,  hac  trabia- ' 
turn  methodo ,  tan  to  impetu  ejeciffe  fuderes ,  ut ,  in  vi- 
gore  operationis ,  fubviridis  a  Guaiaco  judor  elevaret  je- 
pararetque  ulcerum  ef char  as,  vacill antes  jam ,  Gf  tn-  \ 
feme  labefadiatas  :f  u  By  thefe  means  the  inmoft 
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;c  recelTes  of  the  bonds  are  entirely  purged,  as  well 
c  as  thofe  places  which  the  efficacy  of  the  mercury 
had  not  reached  *,  for  1  remember  to  have  feen  a 
c  young  man,  who  was  infedted  even  to  the  very 
c  bonef,  treated  in  this  manner,  and  he  fweated  fo 
c  violently,  that  the  fweat  in  the  height  of  the  ope- 
c  ration  was  tinged  of  a  greeniffi  colour,  from  the 
6  guaiacum,  which  raifed  and  feparated  the  Houghs 
6  of  ulcers,  that  were  already  growing  loofe  and 
4  undermined  with  puruleht  matter.’* 

The  fweat,  caufed  by  means  of  burning  fpirit  of 
vine,  ffiould  hardly  be  continued  above  half  an  hour, 
rhe  fpirit  being  extinguiffied,  and  the  tube  then 
:aken  away,  let  the  fweat  continue,  but  more  mode^ 
•ately,  in  bed  j  which  the  patient  can  eafily  bear  for 
in  hour,  efpecially  if  he  take  eight  or  ten  ounces  of 
lot,  weak,  lean  veal  broth,  with  a  little  rice  boiled 
n  it.  The  prefence  of  the  phyfician  who  diredts 
he  cure  is  neceflary  during  the  time  of  fweating, 
hat  he  may  correct  any  miftake  of  the  affiflants, 
md  fpeedily  fuccour  the  patient  if  he  ffiould  be 
eized  with  a  fainting  fit,  or  any  other  fudden  acci~ 
lent.  Then  let  the  body  be  wiped  with  a  warm  dry 
lannel,  and  then  the  patient  may  rife  out  of  bed. 

1  ,et  the  fweating  be  repeated  in  the  evening,  with, 
he  fame  precautions  and  in  the  fame  manner ;  let 
he  ftrong  decodtion  of  guaiacum  be  alfo  continued 
0  be  drank,  as  alfo  the  weak  fort  for  common 
rink.  Let  the  fweating  be  repeated  twice  a  day 
uring  fourteen  days  then  once  a  day  only,  for  four- 
?en  days  more,  in  the  morning  :  that  done,  the  cure 
;  finiffied.  And  now  let  the  patient  be  ftrengthened, 
y  gradually  increafing  the  quantity  of  his  food, 
hich  muft  be  no  ways  fat ;  for  in  the  time  of  the 
ure,  as  well  as  during  the  time  of  fweating,  a  fpare 
‘gimen  of  diet,  except  the  lean  veal  broth,  muft 
i  obferved.  Nicolaus  in  his  time  famous 

Yol.  XVII,  D  d  for 


f  Aphrodifiac,  p,  71  v 


402  The  Venereal  Disease.  Seed.  147 

for  curing  the  venereal  difeafe,  writes  thus  :  Note 
dum  eft,  quod  infetti ,  ultima  infeblione  morbi  Gall 
Mon  fanantur  nifi  fortiftimis  &  ultimis  remediis ;  ut 
folus  dilti  deco  Hi,  cum  tenuiffimo  vidtu  ;  fcilicet ,  c 
abftinentia  a  car  nib  us,  &  vino  ;  &  idea,  tarn  in  prt 
dio,  quam  in  coena,  bifcotium  pattern  ad  itncias  tr 
&  pajfularum  uncias  duas ,  corned  ant,  modo  virtus 
leret :  Cc  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  thole  who  i 
“  infe&ed  by  the  French  difeafe,  in  its  ntmoft  vii 
5<  lence,  are  not  cured  unlefs  by  the  molt  power; 
“  and  laft  remedies,  fuch  as  drinking  the  laid  decc 
w  tion,  with  the  loweft  diet ;  that  is,  an  abltiner 
*c  from  every  kind  of  fiefh  meats  and  wine  •  a 
“  therefore,  as  well  at  dinner  as.  at  fupper,  let  the 
4,6  eat  three  ounces  of  bifeuit  bread,  and  two  ounc 
cc  of  raifins,  which  will  have  a  good  effed Id*  M01 
ever  Mafta  *  gave  a  very  Itrong  decodion  of  gu 
acum  •,  for  he  mixed  two  pounds  of  that  wo 
grolsly  powdered  with  fixteen  pints  of  water, 
which  he  had  lleeped  the  guaiacum  a  day  or  v 
before  ;  then  boiled  it  until  one  half  of  thea  liqi 
was  wafted  away  :  he  gave  this  decodion  hot  in 


morning,  from  fix  to  twelve  ounces,  and  the  fai 


dofe  in  the  evening.  He  ordered  his  patients  in 
intermediate  time  to  drink  as  much  of  the  fecond  1 
cod  ion  as  they  could. 

Yet  he  in  this  place  advifes,  that  the  phyfici 
fliould  always  attend  to  the  habit  and  ftrength  of  t 
patient  :  Sunt  mini  homines ,  non  taler  antes  fame 
ftomachi  dut  confuetudinis  defedhi  ;  quare  efto  prudei 
&  iftis  dabis  plus  de  pane ,  &  etiarn  de  came  ;  ut  pi 
uncias  fex  panis,  cf  quatuor  carnis  :  “  for  there  1 
“  men  not  able  to  bear  hunger,  either  througl 
6C  weaknefs  of  the  ftomach  or  from  cu'ftom  ♦,  whe: 
u  fore  be  prudent,  and  give  them  more  bread  a 
<:C  meat,  fuppofe  fix  ounces  of  bread  and  four  oun( 

of  meat.”  But  he  leems  to  have  preferred  t 
white  meats,,  fuch  as  veal,  lamb,,  kid,  and  chickei 
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and  fometimes  permitted  them  the  ufe  of  fmall  wild 
fowl,  but  in  a  fmall  quantity  only. 

Leonardus  Fuchfius ,  *  who  pradtifed  and  taught 
nedicine  in  Germany,  allowed  more  food  to  the  pa¬ 
rents  who  ufed  the  decodtion  of  guaiacum  for  cu¬ 
ring  the  venereal  difeafe  by  fweat ;  for  he  gave  them 
from  four  to  fix  ounces  of  leavened  bread,  well  baked* 
md  moderately  falted,  with  a  fowl  Hewed  in  water  : 
le  advifed  that  no  more  ffiould  be  taken  at  fupper 
:han  at  dinner;  Imo^fi  caput  defluxionibus  idoneum  habet 
tger ,  ccena  multo  levior^  6?  minor  , fit  pr  an  dio  :  “but 
c  if  the  patient  is  fubjedl'  to  defiuxions,  let  the  fup- 
c  per  be  much  lighter  and  much  lefs  than  the  dln- 
‘  ner.55  But  he  remarks,  that  the  Germans  have 
*reat  appetites,  and  drefs  their  food  much  more  than 
others ;  hence  they  require  a  greater  quantity  of  ali- 
nent :  wherefore  they  may  eat  more  freely  whilft 
:hey  ufe  the  decodtion  of  guaiacum  ;  otherwife  they, 
from  that  exceeding  low  diet,  together  with  the 
evening  fvveats  and  violent  pains,  which  prodigioufly 
ixhauft  the  ftrength,  would  fall  into  hedtic  fevers, 
ind  die  confumptive. 

For  as  all  fudden  changes  are  faid  to  be  dange¬ 
rous,  and  may  prove  fo,  this  will  particularly  turn 
Hit  true,  if  any  perfon,  a  long  while  accuftomed  to 
ligh  living,  fhould  be  fuddenly  put  upon  very  low 
diet.  From  whence  Hutten  reafonably  advifes,  that 
rhofe  who  are  to  be  cured  by  the  decodtion  of  guai- 
icum  ffiould  be  gradually  deprived  of  their  ufual 
:ood,  firft  by  a  fourth  part,  then  by  a  third,  and  a 
ittle  after  by  the  half,  ut  efurire  difcat  *  “  that  the 
c  patient  may  learn  to  be  hungry.55  Wine  may  be 
*iven  then  alfo,  but  greatly  diluted  with  water,  -f- 
Prom  whence  it  appears,  how  badly  patients  are  treated, 
when  this  difficult  treatment  is  committed  to  unfkilful 
xrfons,  which  never  can  be  fafe,  unlefs  adminiftered 
ay  a  fkilful  and  prudent  phyfician  ;  for  the  quantity 
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of  fweat  is  to  be  determined  according  to  what  the  pa¬ 
tients  can  varioufly  bear  ^  Whether  it  fhould  not  be 
brought  on  once  or  twice  a  day  ?  Whether  or  no't 
the  quantity  of  food  allowed  for  fuflaining  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  ftrength  is  fufficient  ?  Many  other  occurrences 
may  happen  during  the  time  of  this  cure,  which  re¬ 
quire  a  phyfician’s  prefence  and  aid  :  for  example, 
in  cafe  of  the  patient’s  fainting  *,  with  refpedl  to  the 
augmenting  or  diminifhing  the  fweat,  heat,  &c. 
Hut  term  *  never  at  quemdam  fic  mtdentem ,  qui  ties  una 
die  vires  agricolas ,  cum  intra  hypocaujium  plus  a  quo 
eejiuans  conclujijfet ,  ac  illi,  J'alutis,  quam  fic  adepturos 
fefperabant,  Jiudio ,  patientius  quam  par  erat  conjifte - 
rent ,  donee ,  def edits  per  caloris  vehementiam  cor  dibus, 
inori  non  fentirent,  mifere  jugulavit :  ct  Hutten  knew 
“  a  certain  empiric  who  undertook  this  cure,  who 
“  Unit  up  three  hufbandmen  one  day  in  a  room  or 
tc  Hove,  which  was  hotter  than  it  fhould  have  been  : 
<c  they,  in  hopes  of  recovering  their  health,  which 
“  they  expedted  to  obtain  thereby,  flood  the  opera- 
<c  tion  more  patiently  than  needful,  until  they  were 
<c  fuffocated  by  the  heat,  and  thus  miierably  pe- 
<c  rifhed.”  A  good  thermometer  fhould  be  hunc 
up  in  the  patient’s  room,  which  will  eafily  inftrudfc 
the  phyfician  and  the  by-flanders  if  the  place  is  over¬ 
heated,  or  if  the  heat  is  not  fufheient.” 

But  as  this  evacuation  by  fweat  becomes  fo  very 
powerful,  and  indeed  fo  fudden  too,  a  fkilful  phy7 
lician  will  not  attempt  this  cure  upon  weak  and 
emaciated  bodies :  fuch  as  have  undergone  repeated 
falivations,  as  are  totally  exhaufled,  and  almofl  worn 
out  by  a  confumption,  in  vain  have  recourfe  to  the 
decodtion  of  guaiacum.  For  unlels  a  firmnefs  of 
the  bowels  flili  remains,  and  that  they  can  be  re¬ 
cruited  again  with  nouri thing  food,  and  their  col- 
kpfed  veffels  be  filled,  fo  as  to  augment  the  corpu¬ 
lence  of  the  dried  body  a  little,  they  will  die  in  the 
height  of  the  operation.. 

Whence 

*  Aphrodifiac.  p.  281. 


;<S.  1478.  The  Ve  NEREAL  D  I5E  A6E.  405 

Whence  I  have  been  obliged  to  recruit,  witn  a  nou- 
fhino-  diet,  fuch  patients  fometimes  for  two  or  three 
onths,  and  longer,  before  I  could  venture  to  at- 
mpt  a  cure  by  the  decodion  of  guaiacum.  lr  the 
)nftitution  was  not  mended  after  fuch  nouriihing 
»od  thus  for  a  long  time  taken,  1  adviled  them  ra- 
ier  to  try  another  method  •,  of  which  fomething 
ill  be  hereafter  faid.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  cer- 
in  that  ho  firm  hope  of  a  cure  longer  remains  in 
ich  a  cafe.  As  the  fibres  of  the  toteitines  and  vef- 
:1s  have  been  weakened  by  the  virulence  of  the  in- 
eterate  difeafe,  and  yet  oftener  by  imprudent  me- 
bods  of  cure,  and  thus  the  quantity  of  humours 
iminifhed,  and  the  nature  of  them  become  lo  de- 
raved,  that  the  1110ft  nutritious  aliments  cannot  be 
[inverted  into  good  chyle,  or  blood,  w  hereby  the 
)ft  flrencrth  may  be  restored  j  in  fuch  cafe,  the  wretch- 
3  patients  are  often  wafted  away  by  an  incurable 

oniumption,  or  a  How  fever. 

Hence  the  reafon  is  alfo  underftood,  why  prudent 
hyftrians  will  not  provoke  a  fweat  by  tne  vapour 
f  burnino-  fpirits  of  wine,  before  they  have  plenty 
ully  filled  the  bodies  of  their  patients  with  tne  de- 
odion  of  guaiacum,  during  eight  days,  io  that 
bey  fometimes  begin  to  fwell  and  are  bloated  with 
For  the  penetrating  vapour  of  the  (pint  of  wine, 
/hich  every  where  reaches  the  naked  body,  creates 
3  great  a  quantity  of  fweat,  that  unlefs  the  veifels 
re  firft  filled  with  plenty  of  fome  fluid,  the  patients 
dll  by  fuch  a  fudden  emptying  of  the  veifels  faint, 

nd  even  incur  danger  of  death. 

Therefore,  as  this  method  was  not  free  from  diff¬ 
iculty  and  danger,  and  was  lefs  pleafing  to  many 
,n  account  of  the  Arid  diet  and  violent  Iweats  at- 
ending  it,  phyficians  began  to  confider  whether  they 
;ould-  not  expel  the  venereal  virus  from  the  body  by  a 
note  commodious  method.  Thus  the  celebrated  Ajlruc 

D  d  3  relates, 

f  De  Morbis  Venercis,  Edit,  II.  Tom.  If  p.  2  44* 

40 


406  The  Venereal  Disease.  Se£h 

relates,  that  Alexander  Mafj'aria  believed,  that  the 
decodtion  of  guaiacum  might  be  adminiftered  in  the 
fame  manner  as  Bath  waters ;  that  is,  by  drinking 
it  plentifully,  even  unto  ten  or  twelve  pints  at  in¬ 
tervals,  walking  about  during  the  time  of  drinking  : 
he  wonders,  that  this  method  was  thought  of  by 
nobody  but  Maynard ;  tejlatur  autem ,  fe  non  fethel 
hoc  modo  ligni  deco  Slum  dedijfe ,  fumma  cum  facilitate* 
felicitate:  “  for  he  teftifies,  that  he#  had  more 
t£  than  once  given  the  decodtion  of  guaiacum  in 
46  this  manner,  with  great  eafe  and  fuccefs.” 

Yet  it  is  certain,  that  Antonins  Maffa  *  who  wrote 
about  the  fame  time,  had  attempted  a  fimilar  me¬ 
thod  j  for  we  read  the  following  in  his  works  : 
nlam  non  pauci  pint  homines,  qui  hiediam,  vel  cibi  et  pot  us 
prd’fcripiarn  abjlinentiam,  inhume  feme  pcjfunt ,  ideo 
'ii  non  [uni  in  mediocri  cibi  quantitate  detinendi,  fed 
dentur  illis  carnes  optima,  &  vinum  mediocre ,  iff  a  de¬ 
coctions  cli latum.  Etenim  plures  liberati  funt  ex  'fold 
fermiftione  decoStimis  ligni  Indict,  tarn  prima ,  quark 
feemida ,  bibita  in  prandio,  &  coma,  copiofe,  feu  libera- 
liter,  comedentes  etiam  optimas  carnes,  &  exeuntes  ad 
propria  mania.  Sed,  qui  hac  via  fanati  funt ,  non  brevi 
tempore,  fed  per  aliquot  menfes >  ufi  funt  hac  rcgula \ 
Notandum  etiam  eft,  quod  inf e Cli  ultima  inf cdl tone  morbi 
Gallici  non  famntur  niji  ultiinis  fsf  fortijjhnis  remediis, 
Isle  :  u  For  there  are  many  men  v/ho  cannot  at  a]i 
bear  the  preferibed  abftinence  from  meat  and 
“  drink  :  they  therefore  are  not  to  be  deprived  of  a 
tc  moderate  quantity  of  meat,  but  let  the  lighted: 
4C  be  given  them,  together  with  a  reafonahle  quan- 
^  tity  of  wine  diluted  in  the  decodtion  \  for  there 
have  been  many  perfons  cured  by  only  this  mix- 
iC  ture  of  the  decoftion  of  the  Indian  wood,  as  well 
“  of  the  fecond  as  firft  boiling,  when  plentiful!) 
drank  at  dinner  and  fupper,  who  alfo  cat  the 
light  meats,  and  went  about  their  neceflary  bufi 
fl  nefs.  However,  thole  w]/io  were  cured  in  thj 

marine; 

*  Aphrodiiiac.  p.  70,  7?. 
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“  manner  ufed  not  this  regulation  for  a  fhort  time, 
“  but  for  many  months.  But  it  is  to  be  known, 
“  that  thofe  who  are  infe&ed  with  the  utmoll  feve- 
<c  rity  of  the  French  difeale  will  not  be  cured  un- 
“  lefs  by  the  ultimate  and  moil  powerful  reme- 
<e  dies,”  &c. 

I  have,  with  infinite  delight,  feen  in  the  learned, 
ufeful,  and  elaborate  works  of  the  celebrated  Mor¬ 
gagni*  whofe  erudition,  perfpicuity,  and  immenfe 
labours  are  admired  by  all  phyficians,  and  will  be 
the  admiration  of  the  latefl  poilerity  ;  to  whofe  works 
I,  who  have  learned  fo  much  from  him,  do  grate¬ 
fully  acknowledge  myfelf  indebted  for  this  method 
of  drinking  the  decodion  of  guaiacum,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  medicinal  waters. '  The  celebrated  Val- 
falva  thought  of  ufing  this  decodion  only  in  the 
fame  manner  as  we  ufually  drink  Spaw  water.  Da- 
bat  pnmum  duas  trefve.  libras ,  animadvert endo ,  an  fa-' 
die  &  per  veficam,  non  per  intejiina  ant  cut  if  12 ,  ut  all - 
qiiando,  redderetur.  Namji  non  facile,  ant  ft  per  has 
duas  exiret  vias ,  de fifth  at.  Sin  facile ,  &  tantum  per 
urinai  vias ,  prodiret,  poftridie  pondus,  &  fc  mag  is 
magifque  indies,  augebat ;  donee  perveniret  ad  libras  de¬ 
cern.  Sic  multum,  ci toque,  proficiebat ;  ut  aliquando 
intra  ires,  hand  amplius ,  dies  vetufla  ulcera  fanari9 
gumma  t  a  deprimi ,  confpcxerit :  “  He  fir  ft  crave  the 
u  patient  two  or  three  pints  of  it,  obferving  if  it 
u  eafily  palled  by  urine,  and  not  by  flool  or 
“  fweat,  as  it  fometimes  did;  for  if  it  did  not 
“  fometimes  thus  readily  pals  off,  or  by  thefe  two 
**  ways,  he  flopped  his  hand.  But  if  it  was  diF 
“  charged  by  urine  only,  he  the  day  after  increafed 

the  quantity  until  it  amounted  to  ten  pints  ;  thus 
“  it  loon  became  fo  very  efficacious,  that  he  Tome- 

times  faw  the  old  ulcers  healed  in  three  days,  and 
44  all  the  gummata  fubfide.”  Morgagni  witiieffes  to 
have  ufed  this  fame  method  with  good  fuccefs ;  for 

D  d  4  he 

*  D«  fedibus-  Sc  caufis  Morborum  rxr  Anatomcn.  indawatis. 

'  Tom.  II.  p.  370,.  371. 


408  The  Venereal  Disease.  Se<3:.  1478. 

he  faw  a  woman,  who  had  been  plagued  with  vene¬ 
real  ulcers  for  two  years,  cured  with  it.  She  had  a 
large  one  on  either  knee,  and  three  or  four  fmafl 
ones  corroded  the  palate  of  her  mouth,  fo  that  the 
food  Jflie  attempted  to  fwallow  came  moftly  out  at 
her  noftrils.  He  alfo  knew  a  man,  who  had  the  hy- 
pogaftric  region  and  thighs  filthily  ulcerated  by  the 
venereal  difeafe,  fuccefsfully  cured  by  the  fame  me¬ 
thod.  From  whence  he  proves,  that  thofe  greatly 
err  who  have  fuppofed,  on  account  of  the  celerity 
with  which  mineral  waters,  drank  in  large  quanti¬ 
ties,  pafs  off,  fome  paffages  whereby  they  get  to 
the  bladder  without  entering  the  circulation  ;  for  un- 
iefs  the  decodion  of  guaiacum  was  received  into  the 
blood,  and  had  been  with  it  circulated  through  the 
veffels  io  as  to  have  wafhed  all  parts  of  the  body, 
venereal  ulcers,  fo  diftandy  fituated  from  each  other 
in  various  parts  of  the  body,  could  not  have  been 
fo  foon  and  happily  cured. 

It  is  eafily  underftood,  that  when  this  decodion 
of  guaiacum  is  drank  in  the  fame  way  as  mineral 
waters,  to  about  ten  pints,  it  cannot  be  fo  ftrong 
as  that  which  is  ufed  for  curing  the  venereal  difeafe 
by  fweating  •,  which  is  fo  faturated,  that  it  much  ir' 
mates,  nay,  {lightly  inflames,  the  inward  parts  of 
the  mouth  fometimes,  particularly  in  the  beginning 
cf  the  cure  ;  but  the  patients  grow  more  accuftomed 
to  it,  and  bear  it  more  eafily  afterwards.  Care  may 
however  be  taken  to  add  liquorice  root  to  the  de- 
codion,  when  taken  off  the  fire;  as  I  have  before 
laid;  or  if  the  patients  eat  a;  fig  before  and  after 
they  take  the  decodion,  the  inward  parts  of  their 
mouths  will  be 'far  lefs  irritated,  being  defended  by 
its  mucilaginous- juice.  r  j 

The  decodion  of  guaiacum  may  therefore  be  taken 
in  a  two- fold  manner  ;  for  the  body  is  filled  with  this 
decqdion  and  emptied  by  ftrong  fweats,  brought  on 
fiy  the  heat  of  the  place,  and  the  vapour  of  burnt 
Joint  of  wine,  together  with  a  ievere  courfe  of  low 
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diet,  void  of  all  fat ;  for  in  this  cure  artificium  con - 
fiftit  in  eo,  ut  rurfum  omnia  pinguia  refolvantur ,  cor- 
pufque  ita  emacietur ,  nihil  ut  olei  retineat ;  unde  hanc 
\ exficcationis  cuxam  vocant  :*  “  the  whole  artifice  con- 
“  fifts  in  entirely  diflblving  all  the  fat  or  grofs  hu- 
“  incurs,  fo  that  the  body  may  be  emaciated  to  fuch 
*c  a  degree  as  to  retain  no  oily  particles ;  from 

whence  this  is  called  the  cure  by  exficcation  p* 
then  there  are  hopes  of  expelling  the  "adherent  ve¬ 
nereal  virus,  together  with  all  that  is  fat  from  the 
the  body.  The  other  manner  of  ufing  this  decoc¬ 
tion  of  guaiacum  is,  to  drink  a  great  quantity  of  it, 
prepared  much  weaker,  in  the  lame  manner  as  mi¬ 
neral  waters,  that  it  may  pafs  by  urine,  and  wa£h 
away  the  venereal  contagion  from  the  body.  As 
manifeft  traces  of  this  method  may  be  fill  found 
amongft  thofe  authors  who,  about  the  time  of  the 
■firft  appearance  of  this  dileafe  in  Europe,  wrote  con- 
tern  ing  its  cure,  and  as  the  utility  of  this  method 
itands  confirmed  by  the  unexceptionable  telfimonies 
or  tftefe  yet  greater  men  Valfalva  and  Morgagni ;  it 
fe'ems  well  worth  the  notice  and  trial  of  others  ;  for 
it  is  by  far  lefs  injurious  than  the  dry  cure,  which  re¬ 
quires  fo  feverc  a  courfc'  of  diet,  that  it  difgufts  al- 
nioft  every  one  ;  neither  is  the  body  undoubtedly  fo 
debilitated  here.  ,  .  -  . 

It  was  before  faid,  in  the  preceding  fedlion,  that 
the  quantity  of  urine  was  increaied'by  day,  and  the 
cutaneous  dhcharge  by  night,  after  the  ufe  of  the 
decodlion  of  guaiacum  for  the  cure  of  the  venereal 
difeafe  y  and  that  it  operated  in  fome  others  by  fool : 
from  whence  it  appears,  that  the  venereal  virus  is  to 
be  expelled  thro’  various  ways  from  the  body.  But 
Yaljalva  abftained  from  the  life  of  the  decoction  cf 
guaiacum  in  the  fame  manner  as  mineral  waters, 
Unlefs  it  ioidy  operated  by  the  urinary  paflages" 
Perhaps  a  gentle  lweat  or  purging  woifld  not  p«  re 
very  prejudicial,  provided  the  greatefl  part  of  the 

decoc- 

*  Aphrodifiac.  in  Prefatione, 
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decodtion  was  evacuated  by  urine.  But  this  is  only  $ 
conjedture  ;  and  as  fo  quick  and  fafe  a  cure  was  ef¬ 
faced  by  this  method,  it  feems  bed  rather  to  infill 
upon  its  operation  by  urine,  v  when  this  method  is 
tried.  But  the  celebrated  Boerhaave  *  gave  the  fol¬ 
lowing  advice  concerning  the  ufe  of  crude  mercury, 
and  the  decodtion  of  guaiacum,  in  the  cure  of  the 
venereal  diieaie :  §uum  ad  fumma  heecce  mala ,  ut 
_ plurimum ,  ptyalifmus ,  &  hac  detoblorum  methodus , 
foie  at  adbiberi ,  femper  obfervanti  conftitit ,  ptyalifmo' 
f elicit  er  fudoris  expulfionem  fuccedere  ;  fed ,  quo  ties 
Guaiaci  liquor e  humor es  corporis  penitiffime  prius  dijfo- 
luti  f iterant ,  ad  banc  curationem  defideratur ,  /z/772 

falivatio ,  pojlea  mer  curio  excitanda ,  prefer  ip  t  a  vix 
boni  quid  profit  it  ;  quin  into ,  W  maxima  datus  copia , 
a  ut  per  fribliones  corpori  applicatus ,  quidquam 

falivationis  excitavit.  Credidi  inde ,  poftquam  illud  ali- 
quoties  videram ,  argentum  vivum  in  attenuates  penitus 
humor  es  nihil  fere  agere ,  fine  offenfa  dilabi ,  atque 

iterum  exire ,  toc  turbato  f anguine  :  u  When  a  fali- 
€C  vation  and  this  fweating  courfe  are  ufed  to 
te  expel  this  train  of  evils,  copious  fweats  are  ob- 
ierved  ufually  to  break  out  happily  after  a  fa- 
“  livation  :  but  when  the  humours  of  the  body 
**s  are  firft  totally  diffolved  by  the  liquor  of  guaia- 
cum,  as  often  as  it  is  required  for  this  method 
of  cure,  then  a  falivation  afterwards  by  mercu- 
ry  is  hardly  ever  preferibed  ;  bec.aufe  even  the 
greated  quantity,  given  or  applied  by  fridtions  to 
“  the  body,  brings  on  no  falivation.  1  from  hence 
believed,  having  often  feen  this,  that  crude  mer- 
u  cury  acted  very  little  upon  the  humours  entirely 
“  attenuated,  but  glided  through,  and  paffed  out  of 
the  body  without  offence,  or  fcarce  any  didur- 
bance  to  the  blood.15 

But  a  decodtion  of  the  rqots  of  farfaparilla  has 
been  a’ifo  taken  for  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe  i 
nay,  many  phyficians  have  given  it  fuch  wonderful 

encomiums* 

*  A  ph  rod  iliac.  in  Prsefatione.  circa  fincm. 
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encomiums,  that  they  preferred  it  to  the  decoftiop 
pf  guaiacum  ;  and  many  more  judged  it  not  to  be 
an  ufelefs  remedy,  though  they  expected  not  fuch 
great  efrefts  from  it,  Nardus  Antonius  Recchi  * 
affirmed  it  to  be  the  fmilax  afpera ,  already  defcribed 
by  Diofcorides  \  whence  he  fays,  Re  forma  ejus  nihil 
dicam  ;  quoniam  illam  affabre  defcripftt  Diofcorides  : 
cc  I  ffiall  fay  nothing  about  its  form,  becaufe  Diof- 
“  corides  has  judicioufly  defcribed  it.”  He  has  men¬ 
tioned  and  defcribed  four  kinds  of  farfaparilla,  and 
firmly  believed,  that  the  fibrous  roots  of  the  fmilax 
afpera  have  the  fame  virtue  which  is  highly  extolled 
in  this  American  plant.  Mos  eft  hominum  ita  admi* 
rari  ext  era 9  at  nihil  patent  apud  fe  nafci ,  quod,  longius 
devefhtm ,  in  maxima  habeatur  pretio  :  cc  It  is  cufto- 
ct  mary  among  men  to  value  foreign  commodities 
<c  fo  highly,  that  they  think  they  have  nothing  good 
“  at  home,  becaufe  what  is  brought  from  far  is 
“  fold  at  a  very  high  rate.”  He  praifes  the  fudcr 
rific  virtue  of  this  root,  by  which  pains  of  the  joints,, 
and  other  parts  of  the  body,  are  eafed,  and  obfti- 
nate  and  incurable  venereal  diforders  are  vanquiflied. 
This  plant  has  a  very  thick  and  ffiort  root  near  the 
ftalk,  from  which  many  other  roots,  not  thicker 
than  goofe  quills,  branch  out,  and  horizontally  creep 
under  ground.  The  druggifts  fell  thefe  fibrous 
roots  rolled  up  in  a  little  ball,  and  the  apqtheoa- 
ries  only  ufe  thefe  ^  yet  I  have  often  feen  the  thick 
root,  from  which  the  fmaller  ones  branch,  which 
fome  call  the  mother  of  farfaparilla  >  but  that  is  not 
ufed  by  the  apothecaries,  but  is  kept  as  a  curiofity 
ufually,  as  they,  for  the  moft  part,  have  the  fmaller 
roots  rolled  up  in  a  ball,  which  can  be  wound  o.fr 
again  to  a  great  length. 

The  outlide  of  thefe  roots  is  of  a  brown  colour, 
the  infide  white,  and  they  can  be  eafily  fplit  from 
eqd  to  end,  as  the  apothecaries  ufually  do  before 

they 

f  Rerum  Medicar.  nqv?e  Hifp^nip  Thefaur,  Lib.  VIII.  p* 
388.  &  fecp 
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they  are  cut  into  fmaller  parts  for  the  decodtion, 
for  fo  the  water  can  better  penetrate  their  inward  fub- 
ftance,  and  extract  all  their  medicinal  virtue. 

I  have  very  often  tailed  the  roots  of  farfaparilla, 
and  found  them  of  a  mealy  mild  flavour.  I  have 
made  a  very  llrong  decodtion  of  them,  in  which  I 
found  an  unfavoury  mealy  talle,  as  if  it  were  a  lit¬ 
tle  faltifh.  I  always  found  this  root  perfectly  ino¬ 
dorous.  I  particularly  wondered  at  that,  as  Nicolaus 
Majfa  *  (who,  amongft  other  authors  who  have  wrote 
of  the  venereal  difeafe,  merits  great  reputation)  fays 
as  follows  :  Si  quis ,  mafticando ,  &  in  ore  dstinendo , 
ejus  gitftum  fcire  valuer  it,  manifeftam  amaritudinem , 
cum  aliquali  flip ticit ate ,  fentiet ,  &  qualitatem  guftum 
effendentem  cognofcet ;  &  ideo  file  ant,  qui  earn  infipi- 
dam  ex  omni  parte ,  &  inodor atam,  ejfe  dicunt  \  expe- 
rientia  enim ,  6?  fenfus,  contra  eos' pugnant :  “  If  any 
46  one  is  willing  to  know  the  talle  of  this  root,  by 
“  chewing  and  holding  it  awhile  in  the  mouth,  he 
will  find  a  manifell  bitternefs  with  fomething  of 
ff  of  a  ilipticity  in  it,  and  will  acknowledge  that 
ff  the  quality  of  the  talle  is  offenfive.”  Let  thole 
therefore  be  filent  who  fay  that  it  is  wholly  infi- 
“  pid,  and  affords  no  odour,  for  experience  and  their 
<c  own  fenfes  contradidl  them.”  He  indeed  confelfes 
it  to  have  no  odour  in  it  when  dry,  as  the  root  is 
brought  to  us ;  but  he  affirms,  that  the  decoction, 
exhales  one  which  is  rather  unpleafant  and  dif- 
gutting.  _  ,  ‘ 

Though  he  extols  the  decodlion  of  farfaparilla,. 
for  curing  the  venereal  difeafe,  he  nevertheless  con- 
fefies,  that  its  efiedt  cannot  be  compared  to  that  of 
the  decodlion  of  guaiacum  :  verum  ejje  medicinam  fe- 
curitatis ,  L?  fine  difcrimine  dari  pojfe  ;  “  but  it  is  a 
very  fafe  medicine,  and  may  be  given  'without 
“  danger  f  for  it  is  much  weaker.  Siquidem ,  qui 
cum  hac  medicina  fanantur ,  facile  ex  caufa ,  &  non 
multiim  pofi  tempos ,  in  e  and  cm  <egritudinem.  r  ever  tun- 
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tur  :*  “  Wherefore  thofe  who  are  cured  by  this  me- 
“  dicine  eafily  relapfe  into  the  fame  difeafe  again  in 
“  a  fhort  time.” 

Vef alius ,  who  clofely  examined  and  perfedtly  de- 
fcribed  the  farfaparilla  (which  the  Spaniards  call 
fparta  parilla,  i.  e .  the  humble  of  manners)  fent 
from  the  Indies,  in  his  Epiftola  de  radice  Chin -f, 
thus  teftifies  ;  Stipites  hos ,  aut  farmenta ,  non  minus 
quam  Chinam ,  die  as  ejfe  infipida ,  imo  magis  omni  ma - 
nifefta  qualitate ,  qua  in  ejufmodi  medicamentis  merito 
defideratur ,  quam  Chinam ,  defiituta :  “  You  may 
u  fay,  that  thefe  roots  are  not  lefs  infipid  than 
“  China  root,  nay  even  more  fo  in  all  the  mani-, 
<c  felt  qualities  fo  defer  vedly  looked  for  in  medi- 
“  cines  of  this  kind,  than  the  China  root.”*  For 
we  read  in  an  annexed  fchedule  concerning  the  roots 
of  farfaparilla,  that  a  purge  being  being  firll  given, 
a  cup  of  this  decodtion,  made  by  boiling  an  ounce 
of  farfaparilla  in  two  meafures  of  water,  was  to  be 
drank  warm  in  the  morning,  and  before  fupper  :  the 
fame  decodtion  was  given  as  common  drink  at  din¬ 
ner  and  fupper,  without  any  reftridtion  with  refpedt 
to  diet.  Thofe  who  ufed  this  decodtion  were  alfo 
allowed  to  appear  any  where  in  public  :  linnen  cloths, 
fteeped  in  this  fame  decodtion,  were  applied  to  ul¬ 
cers  and  pained  limbs.  The  decodtion  of  farfapa¬ 
rilla  was  drank  in  this  manner  for  twenty-four  days, 
then  a  purging  remedy  being  given,  the  cure  was 
finiffied. 

Vefalius  feems  not  to  have  repofed  any  great 
confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  farfaparilla,  for  he 
confefies,  that  he  never  had  made  trial  of  it ; 
quango  quidemr  cui  ah  amici sy  divini  auxilii  vice,  hac 
farmenta  mijfa  funty  Guaiaci  decoffo  jam  vidsretur  re - 
ftitutus  \  negledlis  farmentis  illis ,  eorum  portiones 
quafdam  ajfumere ,  ac  amici  s,  ut  Indicas  has  imp  oft  liras 
j  expendant ,  tranfmittere ,  aliifque  medicis  proponere ,  mihi 
liceat :  “  Forafmuch  as  the  perfon  to  whom  thefe 

“  roots 
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*c  roots  were,  as  a  divine  affiftance,  fent  from,  his 
«  friends,  was  already  cured,  to  all  appearance,  by 
«  the  decoblion  of  guaiacum,  whence  thefe roots  being 
“  negle&ed,  I  have  taken  fome  portions  of  them,  and 
4C  fent  them  to  my  friends,  and  other  phyficians,  with 
«  a  view  that  this  Indian  impoftur'e  may  be  thorough¬ 
ly  ly  .examined,  as  I  think  it  is  my  duty  fo  to  do.” 

Gabriel  Fallopius  lived  almofl  at  the  fame  _  time 
that  Vef alius  did,  and  we  have  a  treatife  of  his  on 
the  French  difeafe  ;  but  it  is  a  pofthumous  work, 
publifhed  by  his  pupils,  who  feem  to  have  acknow¬ 
ledged  more  medicinal  virtue  in  the  farfaparilla  ;  and 
he  confeffes  that  he  believed  it  to  be  the  root  of  the 
tbulus ,  until  a  Spaniard  brought  an  entire  plant  of 
it  to  the  duke  of  Florence  ;  he  then  faw  that  the 
root  of  fmilax  afpera  was  lariaparilla,  which  was 
proved  by  experience  ;  for  as  he  in  monte  fanlli  Ju- 
Uani ,  Pifis,  “  in  the  mount  of  St.  Julian  at  Pil'd,” 
had  feen  the  fmilax  afpera  growing,  he  was  careful 
to  have  the  roots  of  it  dug  up,  which  femper  ufus  fuit 
loco  falfaparillce  \  &  per  biennium  illuf  quo  ibi  fuiti 
femper  feli  ci  cum  fucceffu  plurimos  a  Lue  Gallic  a  libe- 
ravit  :*  “  he  always  ufed  inftead  of  the  farfapa- 
«  riUa,  and  with  that,  conilantly  for  two  years, 
*1  cured  many  of  the  French  difeafe  very  fuccefs- 
4c  fully.,r  Yet  he  remarks,  that  the  farfaparilla 
brought  from  Spain  has  greater,  thicker,  and  plumper 
roots°i  the  fmilax  afpera  has  fhorter  firings  or  hairs 
about  the  roots,  which  he  believes  to  happen  hep 
caufe  the  plant  growing  in  a  ftohy  foil  receives  lels 
nutriment.  In  reliquis ,  idem  ejl  fapor ,  idem  cortex ,> 
eadem  medulla ,  &  facultas ;  imo  vivacior  in  noftra  i 
“  it  is  the  fame  in  every  other  refped  *,  has  the 
“  fame  rhind,  the  fame  pith,  and  the  fame  virtues  5 

nay,  our  own  fmilax  afpera  is  even  the  moil  ac- 
“  five.” 

But  as  to  the  virtues  of  farfaparilla,  it  has  iuch 
as  appear  hardly  pofible  to  reconcile  together :  Fiao 

falfe 
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falf*  magis. ,  quam  ligno  ( Guaiaco ) ;  imbecillior  eft  eerie 
ligno  \  habet  tamen  &  ipj'a  nob  lies  vires,  quibus  fu- 
perat  Guaiacum  %  &  eft ,  quod ,  poft  fuperatum  mor- 

bum  Galhcum  reftent  ulcer  a,  aut  Rhagades  circa  fe- 
deni ,  duplo  citius  ftanat  has c  quam  Lignum  Indicum  2  J 
confide  more  in  iarlaparilia  than  in  guaiacum  : 
“  it  is  certainly  weaker  than  that  wood,  yet  it  poff 
fefles  noble  virtues,  in  which  it  excels  the  guai¬ 
acum  ,  namely,  if  any  ulcers  remain  after  the 
“  French  difeafe  is  vanquilhed,  or  if  any  fiiTures  re¬ 
main  about  the  anus,  it  cures  them  half  as  loon 
“  again  as  that  Indian  wood.”  He  from  hence  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  repofed  hopes  in  the  farfaparilla,  when 
the  contagion  of  the  venereal  difeafe  had  been,  by 
more  efficacious  remedies,  chafed  away  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  that  only  fome  flight  relids  of  the  dif- 
eafe  ftill  remained,  always  fufpicious  ;  which  feems  to 
be  confirmed  by  more  recent  obfervations.  Yet  Fal¬ 
lopius  acknowledges,  that  if  the  firft  trial  by  the 
iarlaparilia  does  not  fucceed,  the  fecond,  or  third,  at 
leall,  will  be  effedual.  For  he  thus  fays  :  Cum  ergo 
in  Gahico  adfunt  ulcer  a,  ad  hoc  medic  amentum  confugio , 
tanquam  ad  certijfimfim  &  tutiffmum  auxilium  ;  fcf,  ft 
non  facit  prima  diata,  facit  faltem  fecunda ,  vel  tertia. 
Fi  ceftans  eft  Guaiacum ,  tamen  ego  utor  Salfta  in  levF 
bus .  Soleo  etiam  miftcere  h^ec  duo  Jimul ,  When  ul— 
“  cers,  therefore,  attend  the  French  difeafe,  I  have 
“  recourle  to  this  medicine,  as  the  moll  certain 
and  fafeft  heip  j  and  if  it  proves  not  effectual  the 
<c  firft  time,  it  will  the  fecond,  or  at  leaft  the 
cc  third.  Guaiacum  is  excellent,  yet  I  ufe  farfapa- 
“  rilla  in  flighter  cafes.  I  alfo  lometimes  mix  thefe 
“  two  together.”  This  he  alfo  deferibes*  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  chapter ;  and  he  adds  the  guaiacum  :  Firft,  be- 
caufe  the  decodion  of  Iarlaparilia  flightly  offends  the 
ftomach,  and  fometimes  caules  ftools :  Secondly, 
quando  volebat  eradicare  morbum ,  &  opus  erat  uti 
falfa :  When  he  was  defirous  of  eradicating  the 
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c‘  difeafe,  it  was  needful  to  ufe  farfaparilla  alfo 
Thirdly,  When  he  had  an  inveterate  Lues  to  cure, 
u'trumque  fumebat ,  lignum ,  £s?  falfam  :  cc  he  then 

ufed  both  guaiacum  and  farfaparilla.”  ;  - 

This  method  of  adding  guaiacum  to  the  deco&ion 
of  farfaparilla  takes  place  Hill  :  thus  the  decodlion 
of  farfaparilla,  to  which  a  fmall  quantity  of  guai¬ 
acum  is  added,  is  given  to  the  infe&ed  with  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe  in  the  hofpital  at  Florence,  called,  Ar- 
cifpedale  de  gV  incur  ahili :  u  The  hofpital  for  incu- 
“  rabies.5’  Fallopius  made  his  decoctions  of  an  equal 
quantity'  of  guaiacum  and  farfaparilla  *  but  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  T argioni  Tozzelti  *  teftifies,  that  fix  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  of  farfaparilla,  and  only  fix  pounds 
of  guaiacum  wood,  are  yearly  coiifumed  in  that 
hofpital.  That  famous  man  would  rather  have  a 
greater  quantity  of  the  guaiacum  added  to  the  de- 
codtion,  by  which  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe  is 
attempted  in  this  hofpital,  at  lead  for  the  ufe  of 
thole  patients  who  are  moll  feverely  afflidled  with 
this  difeafe. 

And  he  even  {hewed  the  -f  directors  of  this  hofpital 
how  ufeful  it  would  be  to  give  the  decoction  of 
guaiacum  only,  together  with  the  low  diet  already 
prefcribed,  to  patients  labouring  under  an  inveterate 
Lues  ;  particularly  to  thofe  whole  bones  might  have 
been  corroded  by  a  caries  ;  for  it  is  eafily  conceived* 
that  fuch  a  cure  is  not  to  be  expe&ed  from  the  de- 
codtion  of  farfaparilla. 

The  famous  Fordyce  J  relates  many  cafes  of  per- 
fons  labouring  with  the  venereal  difeafe,  who  found 
very  remarkable  benefit  from  the  ufe  of  the  decoc¬ 
tion  of  farfaparilla ;  particularly  in  intolerable  noc¬ 
turnal  pains  and  head-achs  proceeding  from  this  dif¬ 
eafe  -f 

i  i 
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eafc,  and  the  decodlion  was  prepared  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner :  § 

R.  Rad.  Sarfapar  ilia?  unc.  iij.  decoquc  in  lib  vis  fex 
aqu<£  fiuviatilisy  vafe  aperto ,  ad  colaturam  duarum  li - 
brarum  (civilium  nempe ,  qua  faciunt  triginta  duas 
uncias.)  He  advifes  the  farfaparilla  to  be  chofen  as 
frefh  as  poffible,  neither  worm-eaten  nor  decayed  by 
the  fait  water  /in  the  paffage  :  he  fometimes  added  a 
fmall  quantity  of  liquorice  root  to  this  decodlion,  to 
mend  the  tafle  of  it.  He  ordered  the  above  quantity 
of  decodlion  to  be  taken  at  two  or  three  draughts  in 
twenty-four  hours,  either  hot  or  cold,  as  might  be 
molt  pleafing  to  the  patient’s  palate.  The  decodlion 
_was  prepared  frefh  every  two  days,  and  what  re¬ 
mained  was  kept  in  a  cold  cellar.  A  low  diet  was 

alfo  recommended,  together  with  a  total  abftinence 
from  wine. 

He  tried  the  farfaparilla  in  powder  and  decodlion 
upon  younger  perfons  5  but  he  could  not  thus  radi¬ 
cally  extirpate  the  venereal  difeafe  :  perhaps  becaule 
the  ufe  of  crude  mercury  had  not  preceded,  or  be¬ 
caufe  they  were  unwilling  to  ufe  the  farfaparilla  a 
fufficient  length  of  time. 

This  decodlion  has  been  found  exceedingly  ler- 
viceable  to  thole  of  a  lean  and  phthilicky  conlump- 
tive  conllitution,  caufed  by  the  venereal  dileale ;  for 
it  rellored  the  ftrength,  appetite,  corpulence,  and 
natural  colour.* 

He  particularly  expedled  much  benefit  from 
ithe  ufe  of  farfaparilla,  when  crude  mercury  and  the 
decodlion  of  guaiacum  had  not  entirely  cured  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe.  -f- 

From  whence  he  concludes,  that  mercury,  gene¬ 
rally  fpeaking,  cures  venereal  diforders  for  the'moft 
part ;  and  that  farfaparilla  cures  perhaps  thofe  which 
refill  the  power  of  mercury  :  fo  that  it  is  probable 

Vol.  XVII.  E  e  that 
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that  every  venereal  complaint  may  be  cured  by  a 
combination  of  both  thefe  remedies,  of  which  we 
read  an-  example  in  the  fame  volume.-f 

Stcrck  *  alio  has  confirmed  the  efficacy  of  the  decoc¬ 
tion  of  farfaparilla,  in  his  pradHcal  obfervations,  and 
found  its  e fie 61  fometimes  to  be  far  greater  than  he 
expedted  ;  which  he  proves  by  a  very  wonderful 
cale:  A  woman,  labouring  under  venereal  buboes, 
applied  for  affi fiance  to  a  bagnio- keeper,  who,  by 
the  application  of  mercurial  undtion,  difperfed  the 
tumours  ;  but  ffie  prefently  felt  a  violent  pain  in  the 
bottom  of  her  belly,  which,  towards  the  evening, 
became  extremely  excruciating,  attended  with  a  high 
fever,  and  the  paroxylm  ended  with  a  copious  per- 
fpiration.  She  was  not  uneafy  ;  for  in  the  morning 
ail  the  pain  vaniffied,  and  her  pulfe  was  natural. 
In  the  afternoon  all  her  complaints  returned,  and  in 
the  fame  order.  She  was  carried  to  an  hofpital, 
where  fine  concealed  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe,  but 
when  different  medicines,  and  even  the  quinquina  it- 
felf,  could  afford  her  no  eafe,  ffie  fpontaneoufly 
confeffed  the  origin  of  the  difeafe.  Trial  was  then 
made  of  the  decodlion  of  bardana,  together  with  a 
foiuticn  of  mercurius  dulcis  in  water,  in  fuch  a 
dole  that  ffie  might  take  four  grains  a  day  of  it ; 
whereby  the  pains  diminiffied,  and  the  fever  became 
milder  in  two  days.  But  though  ffie  was  treated 
for  a  fortnight  in  this  fame  manner,  no  other  change 
was  obferved.  The  corrolive  fublimate  was  then 
tried  •,  but  that  caufed  great  heat  in  the  fternum,  a 
drynels  of  the  breaft,  thirft,  and  pains  of  the  head  *, 
fo  that  it  was  left  off.  Mercurial  purges  were  alfo 
given,  with  plentiful  draughts  of  emollient  decoc¬ 
tions,  but  without  fuccels,  for  her  ffrength  decreafed 
every  day. 

She  at  length  took  the  decodlion  of  farfaparilla, 
and,  on  the  fourth  day  after,  difeharged  a  great 

s  ,  quan- 
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quantity  of  vifcous  brown  matter  by  urine.  On  the 
fifth  day,  the  urine  was  thin,  but  an  acrid  thick 
foetid  brownifh  matter  was  difcharged  from  the  va¬ 
gina*,  the  pains,  together  with  the  fever,  greatly 
abated  ;  and  in  a  fortnight  nothing  more  came  from 
the  vagina  ;  the  pains  and  fever  entirely  vanifhedj 
her  ftrength  daily  increafed,  and  the  woman  reco¬ 
vered  perfed  health.  She  was  advifed  to  ufe  the 
fame  decodion,  but  more  diluted,  for  fome  weeks 
longer,  that  if  any  morbid  matter  ftill  lurk’d  in  the 
habit,  it  might  be  cleanfed  away. 

China  root  began  to  be  brought  into  Europe  about 
the  year  1535.  This  was  extolled  as  an  incompa¬ 
rable  remedy  for  fubduing  the  venereal  difeafe.  As 
a  farTeis  exadnefs  of  diet  was  obferved  during  the 
whole  time  of  drinking  the  China-root  decodion,  a 
moderate  ufe  of  wine  diluted  in  this  decodion  was 
granted  to  the  patients,  and  the  root  was  fold  at  a 
very  high  price.  This  remedy  foon  grew  into  efteem 
amongft  the  more  opulent,  becaufe  that  it  was  alfo 
productive  of  moft  certain  relief  in  pains  or  difeafes 
of  the  joints  *,  for  which  reafon  this  decodion  was 
drank  by  the  emperor  Charles  the  Fifth .  It  was  pre¬ 
pared  m  the  following  manner.  One  ounce  of  it 
was  fhaved  into  fmall  chips,  about  the  thicknefs  of 
a  man’s  nail  only.  Thefe  fhavings  were  fteeped  in 
a  (mail  quantity  of  water  for  twenty-four  hours,  then 
boiled  in  twelve  pints  of  water,  till  a  third  part  of 
the  water  was  confumed.  But  the  veffel  in  which 
this  decodion  is  thus  prepared,  fhould  be  very  large, 
left  any  part  fhould  overflow  in  the  boiling*,  it 
fhould  alfo  be  covered  clofe  that  none  of  the  virtue 
of  it  may  exhale.  When  it  was  drained,  the  fhavings 
were  preferved  for  other  ufes.  The  decodion  fhould 
be  made  frefh  every  day,  becaufe,  if  kept  longer,  it 
will  grow  four.  & 

A  large  cup  of  this  decodion  was  given  warm  to  the 
patient  in  bed,  at  the  dawn  of  day  ;  then  being  well 
covered  up,  he  tried  to  bring  on  a  fweat  for  two 
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hours,  for  the  more  the  patient  fweated  the  more 
benefit  he  received  ;  then  being  well  dried,  he  arofe 
and  dreficd  himfelf  in  warm  cloaths,  and  was  care¬ 
ful  of  catching  cold.  He  drank  of  the  fame  decoc¬ 
tion  in  the  day-time  rather  warm,  but  the  hotter  it 
was  the  more  beneficial  it  proved.  Chickens  and 
fowls,  ftewed  without  fait,  were  allowed ;  the  pa¬ 
tient  kept  his  room  until  the  eighth  day,  then  went 
abroad  warmly  cloathed.  He  was  to  abftain  from 
all  acids  and  roafted  meat  for  fourteen  days.  The 
ufe  of  honey  was  recommended,  to  prevent  coftive- 
nefs  ;  Ex  quocumque  tamen  ferculo  fumendum  medio - 
or  iter  eft  ;  conftat  enim ,  non  minus  beneficii  accedere 
a  dibits  normay  quam  ab  aqua  {decocii  China )  fump - 
tione  :*  “  yet  every  difh  that  comes  to  table  mu  ft 
“  be  but  moderately  eaten  of ;  for  it  is  manifeft,, 
“  that  a  fpare  diet  is  not  lefs  beneficial  than  the 
“  taking  the  decodion  of  the  China-root:”  nor 
was  any  other  liquor  to  be  ufed  during  the  whole 
time  of  the  Cure,  which  lafted  twenty-four  days. 
The  ufe  of  venery  was  forbidden  during  this  whole 
time. 

The  China-root  fhavings  which  had  been  ufed  in 
preparing  this  decodion,  were  dried,  and  then  taken 
to  the  amount  of  two  ounces,  and  boiled  in  the 
fame  manner  as  at  firfb  in  twelve  pints  of  water  to 
a  third  part :  this  decodion,  after  the  expiration  of 
the  twenty-four  days  cure,  was  given  to  the  patient 
for  common  drink  for  eight  or  ten  days  more.  The 
ulcers  (if  any)  were  fomented  with  this  decodion 
whilft  the  patient  remained  at  home;  if  .  he  went 
abroad  they  were  covered  with  fome  other  dreflings, 
and  the  fame  decoction  was  again  applied  upon  his 
return  home.  A  little  roaft  meat  was  allowed  him 
after  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  cure.  The  China-, 
root,  which  is  fold  in  the  fhops,  is  a  very  thick,  pro¬ 
tuberant*  knotty,  woody  fubftance  ;  the  outfide  is 

.  ‘  light, 

*  Andr.  Vefal.  Epid,  de  radice  China,  in  Aphrodiftaco 
p.  584,  598. 
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light,  and  of  a  brown  colour  ;  the  infide  is  almoft 
of  a  rofe  colour  ;  it  fcarcely  has  any  evident  tafte  or 
fmell.  I  never  found  it  otherwife,  though  I  have 
often  tailed  it.  Nicolaus  Mafia  *  is  neverthelefs  an¬ 
gry  at  thofe  qui  hanc  radicem  inodoratam  dicunt ,  id 
ficribunt ;  cum  fenfus  illos  redarguat :  Ego^  inquit,  non 
femel  tantum  fruftum  iftius  radicis  volui  mandere ,  id 
dentibus  confregi ,  fed  id  aliis  dodlis  id  fenfatis  viris 
ad  mafticandum  dedi  (ne  forte  in  proprio  fenfu  deci - 
perer ) ;  qui  omnes ,  id  ego  etiam ,  affirmant ,  poft  mafti- 
cationem .,  faporem  aliquem  am  arum  fentiri  manifejlum-t 
id  ftipticitatem  quandam.  Similiter  pojl  ebullitionem 
odoravi ,  id  aliis  ad  olfaciendum  dedi  ;  qui  me  cum 
omnes  odorem  aliquem  levem  percipi  affirmant ,  id  cog - 
no f cunt ^  ut  ego  cognovit  idd  :  44  who  fay  and  write 
that  this  root  has  no  lmell  in  it ;  as  their  fenfe 
44  of  fuelling  contradifts  them.  I,  fays  he,  not 
44  only  broke  and  chewed  a  piece  of  this  root  many 
44  times,  but  alfo  gave  it  to  be  chewed  by  other 
44  learned  men  of  lively  fenfations,  (left  my  own  fenfe 
44  fhould  be  deceived)  who  all,  as  well  as  myfelf, 
44  affirmed,  that  they  perceived  feme  manifeft  bitter 
44  tafte,  and  fomething  of  a  ftipticity  after  chewing 
44  it.  I  have  in  like  manner  fmelied  it  when  boiled, 
44  and  caufed  others  to  fmell  the  decodion,  who, 
44  with  me,  affirmed,  that  they  perceived  fome  light 
44  odour  in  it,  and  know  as  1  know,”  &c. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  and  brings  diffionour 
upon  the  falutary  art,  that  phyficians,  fkilful  in  their 
profeffion,  lhould  fo  much  differ  in  opinion  about 
the  qualities  of  a  known  remedy,  which  their  fenfes 
can  determine.  V e f alius  who  examined  the  China- 
root,  being  then  a  new  remedy  and  highly  extolled, 
with  no  indifferent  circumfpedion,  and  whofe  vir¬ 
tues  the  emperor  Charles  the  fifth  directed  an  enquiry 
into,  wrote  as  follows  Utcumque  Chinamy  modo  all - 
oqui  fie  cam  id  lignofam ,  maftices ,  ac  dentibus  cent  eras , 

E  e  3  nulla 


*  Aphrodifiac.  p.  86. 


4  Ibidem*  p.  588*589,. 
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®  ♦>*»  ' 

nallo  Mam  fapore  prceditam  affirmare  pofijis  *,  longeque 
adhuc  minus  ( quantum  in  illius ,  non  autem  in  adjacen- 
tium  pharmacorum ,  natura  efi )  odorati  quidquam  pr<e; 
fie  fert\  neque  unBuofii  quidquam r  quod  alii  in  ipfa  ob - . 
fiervafife  contendunt ,  deguftanti ,  pertraBantiy 

qftendit :  u  In  whatfoever  manner  yau  chew  the 
“  China-root,  which  is  no  otherwife  than  dry  and 
«  woody  as  you  break  it  between  your  teeth,  you 
*c  cannot  affirm  it  pofTefles  any  flavour,  and  ftill 
“  far  lefs  (according  to  the  nature  of  it  in  the  apo- 
44  thecaries  ffiops)  is  it  productive  of  any  fmell  *, 
“  neither  does  it  appear  any  way  oiiy  to  the  tafle? 
«  or  as  it  is  otherwile  handled,  as  many  others  have 
“  contended  to  have  obferved.”  He  afterwards  fub- 
joins  a  long  catalogue  of  the  medicinalvirtues  which 
are  ufually  attributed  to  the  decoCtion  of  China-root, 
and  finally  concludes  :  Interim  dill  us  jam  antea  jlu- 
pidas  fapory  citra  omne  adfitriBionis  indicium ,  in  China 
occurrity  neque ,  quant umvis  fimplici  aqua;  incoquas , 
ahum  faporem ,  quam  ex  hordeo  corticibus  non  ernun- 
datOy  &  minima  dulcis  radicis  portione ,  confurgere  ani ? 

| madvertasy  rub  e f cent  e  pari  ter '  nonnihil  Chinee  decoBOy 
fulvi  admpdum  vini  inftary  aut  ejuSy  quod  ex  longa  in 
cantharo  mora  ruborem  contraxit ,  adeo  ut  binCy  quod 
ad  manifeftas  qualitates  fipeBaty  vix  tantum  in  fiudoris^ 
itrindque  provocatione,  Q  Mis  virtutibusy  qujbus  China 
hodie  probatury  ex  ipfius  deco  Bo ,  quam  ex  hordeiy  fiper 
randum  fit :  CG  An  infipid  flavour  occurs  in  China 
root,  without  the  leaf!:  mark  of  an  aftringeqt 
V  power,  as  has  been  already  mentioned.  You 
«  will  perceive  no  other  flavour  in  it,  though  you 
t*  boil  it  ever  To  Jong  in  fimple  water,  than  what 
44  proceeds  from  barley  boiled  with  the  hulls  on,  and 
44  a  very  fm all  portion  of  the  fweet  root.  There  i$ 
fcmething  of  a  redd i(h  call  in  the  decoCtion  of 
h  China- root,  refemblirig  that  of  red  wine,  or  the 
redhelV  which  is  contracted  by  its  being  kept^  a, 
h  long  while  in  a  decanter,  fo  that  hence  from  its 
^  manifeft  qualities,  with  refpeCt  to  the  urinary  and 
4‘  d  4  ^  ^  cuta$eou§ 
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“  cutaneous  difcharges,  and  thofe  virtues  for  which 
“  the  China-root  is  at  prefent  extolled,  there  is  fcarce 
<c  more  to  be  expeded  from  this  new  decodion  than 
“  from  barley-water.*5 

Neither  did  Gabriel  Fallopius  *  attribute  much 
virtue  to  the  China-root,  in  curing  the  venereal  difi- 
eafe;  who  otherwife,  with  great  acrimony,  carps  at 
Vefalius  in  his  anatomical  obfervations.  He  gave  a 
much  ftronger  decodion  of  this  root  to  his  patients  5 
for  he  boiled  two  ounces  of  the  root  in  twelve  pints 
of  water  until  the  half  was  confumed.  But  though 
he  believed  this  remedy  ferviceable  in  other  dileafes, 
he  forbids  the  ufe  of  it  for  curing  the  venereal  dis¬ 
temper  ;  for  he  teftihes  that  he  had  tried  it  three  or 
four  times  unfuccefsfully  in  this  difeafe  :  whence  he 
thus  fays,  Ego  ufus  fum  ifio  me  die  ament  0,  in  infirmi- 
tatibus  vife'erum ,  in  cancris  exulceratis^  &  in  lippitu - 
dinibus ,  felici  fatis  fiuccefifiu  *,  fed  non  in  7norho  Gallico. 
Nota  tamen ,  quod  ex  ufu  radicis  iiltus  valde  pinguis 
fiat  homo  :  Reh  qua  miracula  in  noftro  or  be  edere  rejpuit : 
“  I  have  ufed  this  medicine  for  infirmities  of  the 
“  bowels,  ulcerated  cancers,  fore  and  bloodffiot 
“  eyes,  with  very  good  luccefs,  but  with  none  at 
“  all  in  the  French  difeafe.  Remark  however, 
“  that  a  man  grows  very  fat  by  the  ufe  of  this 
“  root.  The  reft  of  its  miraculous  virtues  in  our 
“  part  of  the  globe  I  do  not  think  equally  well 
*c  founded.55 

Profiper  Alpinus  f  fays  he  was  an  eye-witnefs  to 
that  e fifed  whereby  the  decodtion  of  China- root  in- 
creafes  the  fat  of  the  body  •,  for  the  people  of  Afia 
efteem  it  for  fattening  the  women  in  their  ie- 
raglios. 

Though  it  may  appear  from  what  has  been  faid, 
that  this  root  is  not  endowed  with  fuch  remarkable 
virtues,  yet  by  reafon  of  the  water  in  which  it  is 
copiouily  diluted,  its  efficacy  merits  a  place  in  that 

E  e  4  daft 

*  Aphrodifiac.  p.  803. 

rj-  IV^edicin.  iEgypt,  HI.  p,  16,  &  f?g. 
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clafs  of  remedies  which  are  by  phyficians  ufually 
called  fanguinem  depur  antia,  “  purifiers  of  the  blood 
becaule  thefe  without  any  increafed  motion  of  the 
humours  can  by  attenuating,  thinning,  and  pro¬ 
voking  the  excretions  by  urine  and  fweat,  wafh  away 
all  acrimony  from  the  humours,  and  fo  difpofe  the 
veifels  at  the  fame  time,  that  they  may  eafily  tranfmit 
the  humours.  All  phyficians  know,  that  water 
alone  is  an  efficacious  remedy,’  to  which  if  a  fpa- 
ring  diet  be  joined,  much  good  may  be  expected 
therefrom. 

I  oftener  gave  a  decodtion  of  the  roots  of  Bardana 
to  people  of  low  circumftances,  who  could  have 
them  at  an  eafy  price  every  where  ;  and  I  have  found 
them  as  effectual,  and  even  more  fo  than  the  decoc¬ 
tion  of  Chiga-root. 

It  appears  from  very  recent  obfervations,  that 
the  ufe  of  acuta ,  or  hemlock,  has  been  remarkably 
profitable  in  venereal  cafes,  which  neither  a  faliva- 
tion,  other  mercurial  remedies,  nor  decodtions  could 
any  way  fubdue. 

A  hard  fcirrhous  tumour,  bigger  than  a  man’s  fift, 
arofe  in  the  fcrotum  of  a  man  above  forty  years  of 
age,  after  a  fudden  fuppreffion  of  a  gonorrhea  by 
an  aflringent  injedlion ;  yet  both  tefticles  were  un¬ 
hurt  and  found.  He  had  laboured  under  this  tu¬ 
mour  a  year  and  a  half,  and  a  falivation  and  other 
internal  and  external  remedies  had  been  tried  without 
fuccefs. 

The  cl  cut  a  was  then  given  him,  together  with 
plenty  of  the  decodtion  of  bardana  ^  but  though  the 
patient  had  already  taken  a  whole  drachqi  of  the  ex- 
tradf  of  cicuta,  on  the  twentieth  day,  there  was  no; 
change  obferved  in  the  tumour.  A  drachm  and  a 
half  was  given  him  on  the  thirtieth  day,  the  tumour 
feemed  fofiter  on  the  thirty-third  day,  and  the  patient 
found  his  health  no  way  affedted  by  the  remedy. 
A  mercurial  purge  was  given  him  on  the  thirty^ 
fixth  day.  After  the  fortieth  day  he  daily  took  two 

drachms 
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drachms  of  the  extradd  of  cicuta,  and  the  tumour 
grew  lefs. 

The  patient  continued  this  dofe  until  the  fifth 
month,  a  gentle  mercurial  purge  being  interpofed 
every  fourteenth  day  :  then  the  tumour  was  totally 
diffolved,  and  the  man  perfehtly  cured.*  A  young 
man,  nineteen  years  of  age,  had  venereal  ulcers  all 
over  his  body,  and  both  his  fhin-bones  deeply  cor¬ 
roded  with  a  caries.  Antivenereal  remedies  of  every 
kind  were  given  the  poor  wretch,  which  fo  injured 
him,  that  he  became  greatly  debilitated,  and  ema¬ 
ciated  to  the  lalt  degree.  Storck^f  doubtful  whether 
thefe  remedies  had  been  adminiftered  in  a  proper 
dofe  and  with  due  precaution,  tried  various  others, 
but  to  no  purpofe. 

He  therefore  ordered  a  trial  of  the  efficacy  of 
.cicuta  :  he  took  care  that  the  ulcers  and  carious 
bones  fhould  be  covered  with  linen  cloths,  wetted  in 
a  fomentation  of  cicuta.  The  extract  of  cicuta  was 
internally  given,  with  a  large  quantity  of  the  decoc¬ 
tion  of  Bard  ana,  and  the  addition  of  a  third  part 
of  milk.  This  in  a  few  days  caufed  a  great  change 
for  the  better,  and  the  patient’s  ftrength  increafed. 
About  the  end  of  the  fecond  month  all  the  doughs 
feparated,  and  mod;  of  the  ulcers  were  firmly  cica¬ 
trized,  and  the  no&urnal  pains  that  tormented  the 
patient  entirely  ceafed. 

Nor  was  there  need  of  a  very  large  dofe  of  cicuta, 
as  the  higheft  quantity  taken  in  twenty-four  hours 
exceeded  not  a  drachm.  At  the  end  of  the  third 
month  of  the  cure,  his  health  appeared  perfectly  re- 
eftablifhed,  his  pains  all  vanifhed,  and  his  ftrength 
returned,  The  remarkable  effedds  of  cicuta  J  are 
alfo  mentioned  elfe where. 

It 

*  Anton.  Storck  Libel,  fecund,  de  Cicuta,  p.  169. 

*f  Ibidem,  p.  17 1.  , 

%  Henr.  Jof.  Collin  Nofocom.  Civic.  Pazmanniani  Anni  tertii, 
p.  131,  &  feq. 
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It  furthermore  appears  by  the  famous  Storck's  mod 
tifeful  experiments,  that  the  herb  aconite  or  monkf- 
hood  itfelt  has  cured  this  dileafe.  This  formerly 
was  an  infamous  plant,  for  it  was  a  common  faying 
in  every  perfon’s  mouth, 

Lurida  terribiles  mifcent  Aconita  novercac. 

Linnaeus  f  was  furprifed  to  fee  an  old  woman  in 
Lapland  preparing  a  mefs  of  thefe  herbs  (aconites)  for 
her  family,  which  was  eaten  with  impunity  :  whence 
Storck  thought  of  trying  what  ufe  this  herb  might 
be  of  in  curing  inveterate  venereal  diforders.  °A 
woman,  forty  years  of  age,  had  laboured  eight  years 
under  the  venereal  difeafe ;  die  had  ulcerated  tophs 
on  all  the  bones  of  her  body,  particularly  on  the 
dernum  ;  the  inner  parts  of  her  mouth  were  ulce¬ 
rated,  and  the  palate  of  her  mouth  much  corroded. 
Every  method  of  cure  was  tried  upon  this  dileafed 
woman ;  many  of  the  ulcers  were  healed,  mod  of 
the  tophs  difappeared,  but  the  inner  parts  of  the 
mouth,  and  the  dernum  remained  in  the  fame  date ; 
nor  were  her  nodurnal  pains  ledened  :  whence  the 
patient  was  reduced  to  a  very  feeble  condition. 

Storck  gave  her  a  grain  of  the  extrad  of  aconite 
three  times  a  day,  powdered  with  thirty  grains  of 
lugar,  and  made  her  drink  two  large  cups  of  the 
decodion  of  the  roots  of  bardana  after  every  dole, 
of  which  flje  had  already  ufed  a  large  quantity 
before. 

The  nodurnal  pains  abated  in  a  ihort  time,  nay, 
they  even  entirely  ceafed,  and  all  the  ulcers  feemed 
changed  for  the  better,  her  drength  and  appetite  re¬ 
turned,  and  die  moved  her  limbs  more  eadly. 

The  nodurnal  pains  being  quieted,  the  diforder 
feemed  at  a  dand,  nor  did  the  tumours  any  more 
diminidi,  nor  were  the  ulcers  conlolidated,  though 
}ie  increafed  the  dofe  of  aconite,  and  dajly  gave  her 

fix 

f  Flora  Lapponlcae,  p.  179. 
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fix  grains  of  it  for  five  weeks.  He  then  changed 
his  method,  and  added  as  many  grains  of  mercurius 
dulcis  to  the  fix  grains  of  the  extrad  of  aconite,  and 
with  three  drachms  of  white  fugar  mixed  the  whole 
into  a  powder,  of  which  he  gave  half  a  drachm 
three  times  a  day,  with  a  draught  of  broth  or  fome 
diluent  infufion  after  each  dofe. 

All  the  tumours  of  the  bones  difappeared  in  two 
months  and  a  half  by  the  ufe  of  this  remedy  $  fome 
great  pieces  of  the  carious  bones  feparated,  the  ul¬ 
cers  healed,  and  the  loft  parts  of  the  velum  pendu¬ 
lum  palati,  and  uvula,  grew  again  ;  fo  that  fhe 
Could  fwallow  very  well,  and  fpeak  diftindly.  Being 
now  perfectly  cured,  fhe  returned  to  her  ufual  la¬ 
bours  :  whence  he  concluded,  that  extrati  of  aconite 
might  not  only  be  given  with  fafety  and  with  a  falu- 
tary  effed,  but  that  when  conjoined  with  an  equal 
quantity  of  mercurius  dulcis,  it  is  fometimes  a  more 
eftedual  and  powerful  remedy  than  any  other  mer¬ 
curial  preparation.* 

Thus  have  I  enumerated  many  remedies,  and  the 
various  methods  of  taking  them,  which  I  have 
known  to  be  ferviceable  in  curing  the  venereal  dif¬ 
eafe  ;  all  thefe  ad  more  or  lefs  by  evacuation  through 
various  paffages  of  the  body.  Many  of  thefe  dis¬ 
turb  health,  and  hurt  the  conftitution.  I  confefs, 
that  thofe  remedies  which  are  capable  of  carrying 
away  the  difeafe,  without  difturbing  the  body  by 
their  adion,  have  always  beft  pleafed  me,  though 
they  effeded  the  cure  more  flowly.  I  have  indeed 
known  many  cured  of  the  venereal  difeafe  by  draftic 
remedies,  which  operated  in  a  rough  manner,  and 
often  not  without  endangering  the  patient’s  life  *,  but 
I  have  feen  more  fall  into  incurable  difeafes,  and 
others  languifh  out  the  reft  of  their  days  unfit 
for  the  ufual  occupations  of  life,  troublefome  to 
themfelves  and  others.  I  confefs,  that  I  myfelf  have 

ufed 

?  Anton.  Storck  Libellus,  quo  continuantur  experimenta,  &ca 
p.  117—123,  '  ’ *  5  '  -  •-  /  c 
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ufed  a  very  rough  mercurial  remedy  (eorrofive  fub- 
limate)  tor  curing  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  recom¬ 
mended  a  trial  thereof  to  others  ;  but  I  gave  fo  fpa- 
ring  a  dole,  and  with  fuch  a  regimen,  that  I  never 
faw  any  injury  proceed  from  it  •,  for  I  was  always 
attentive  in  obferving  every  fymptom  the  leaft  alarm¬ 
ing,  and  immediately  leffened  the  dofe,  or  entirely 
laid  afide  the  medicine,  and  tried  other  remedies,  as 
I  have  repeatedly  faid  in  the  preceding  fedtions. 

Nor  do  they  attempt  the  cure  of  the  venereal  dif- 
tafe,  by  any  one  certain  remedy,  in  America,  for  many 
have  been  tried  and  recommended.  Thus  we  read,* 
JLuem  V eneream  non  requirere  cerium ,  fpecificum , 

aliquod  remedium ,  quod  iota  fubfiantia ,  vel  ex  occulta 
aliqua  caufa ,  huic  morbo  medeatur  ;  cum  videamus , 
plurimas  plant  as  ^  inter  fe  diverfijjimas ,  ab  Americanis 
ad  hunc  morbum  debellandum  adbiberi.  Qua  tamen 
cmnes  in  eo  conveniunt ,  ut  fint  acres ,  vel  amara,  ha- 
leant  que  vim*>  vel  pur gandi^  vel  diaphoreticam  ;  ut  ab 
authore  nominantur  in  hoc  opere ,  Convolvuli ,  Tithy- 
mali ,  Cory  mbif era  mult  a :  “  The  venereal  difeafe 
“  requires  no  one  certain  and  fpecific  remedy,  which 
<c  from  its  whole  fubftance,  or  through  fome  occult 
“  caufe,  cures  this  diftemper ;  as  we  fee  many  plants, 
“  very  different  from  each  other,  are  ufed  by  the 
“  Americans  for  fubduing  this  difeafe.  Yet  thefe 
“  plants  all  fo  far  agree,  as  to  be  acrid  and  bitter, 
*£  and  have  a  diaphoretic,  or  purgative  virtue ;  whence 
'c  they  are  in  this  work,  called  by  the  author, 
tc  Convolvuli,  Tithymali,  and  Corymbifene  of  va- 
*c  nous  kinds.55  Gonfalvus  Fernandez ,  J  confirms 
the  fame  thing  I  have  mentioned  in  this  paragraph, 
who  lived  when  the  venereal  difeafe  firft  appeared 
in  Europe,  and  was  afterwards  fent  into  Hifpaniola 
on  the  continent  of  America  ;  for  in  fpeaking  of  the 
guaiacum  wood  he  thus  adds,  Nec  folo  hoc  ligno  Indi 

curantur ; ; 

'*  Reram  Medicar.  novs  Hifpanbe  Thefaur.  Lib.  VI. 
p.  200,  in  ROtis. 
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curantur ;  maximi  enim  funt  herharii ,  multarumque 
plant  arum  tenent  cognitionem ,  quarum  facultates  ad 
hunc  aliofque  complures  profligandos  effect  us  experimento 
didicere  :  “  Nor  are  the  Indians  cured  by  this  wood 
“  alone,  for  they  are  moil  excellent  herbarifts,  and 
<c  have  a  knowledge  of  many  plants  whofe  power  in 
“  curing  this  difeafe,  and  effects  in  removing  others, 
<c  they  have  learned  from  experience.” 

For,  as  Sydenham  *  excellently  well  obferves,  non 
inventum  eft  immediatum  aliquod  fpecificum ,  cujus  opey 
fine  evacuatione  prcegreffa^  Lues  debellari  queat  j  neque 
enim ,  vel  Mercurius ,  vel  Ligna  exficcantia  didia,  fpe- 
cificorum  titulo  funt  donanday  nifty  exemplis  in  medium 
allatisy  probare  quis  pofftty  vel  Mer curium  abfque  fa - 
livationey  vel  Lignorum  dec  odium  nullo  fubfequente  fu~ 
dore ,  Luis  V enere<e  cur ationem  quandoque  abfolviffe  : 
“  as  yet  no  immediate  fpeciflc  is  difcovered,  whereby 
u  it  may  be  cured  without  any  preceding  evacu- 
“  ation.  For  neither  mercury,  nor  the  drying 
“  woods,  are  to  be  accounted  fpecifics,  unlefs  it 
“  can  be  proved  by  examples,  that  mercury  has 
“  fo  me  times  cured  the  venereal  difeafe  without  a 
“  falivation,  or  a  decodtion  of  the  woods  without  a 
“  fweat.”  The  folution  of  corrofive  fublimate 
mercury  cures  this  difeafe  without  a  falivation,  but 
not  without  fome  evacuation  :  indeed  it  but  rarely 
caufes  a  motion  to  ftool,  yet  it  excites  fweats,  and 
operates  by  urine,  which  has  frequently  a  thick  fe- 
diment  in  it  ;  hence  this  remedy  cures  not  without 
evacuation.  It  was  before  faid,  that  hard  labour  in 
a  warm  air,  together  with  a  fpare  low  diet,  has 
fometimes  cured  the  venereal  difeafe ;  but  the  .  co¬ 
pious  fweats  exhaled  under  fuch  a  cure  almofb  con- 
fume  the  whole  juices  of  the  body,  to  which  the 
venereal  contagion  adheres,  as  I  have  particularly 
endeavoured  to  prove  in  the  preceding  fedtions. 

Hence 


*  £piftola  Refponforia  fecuuda,  p.  418. 
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Hence  it  does  at  all  appear  wonderful,  that  a 
great  number  of  remedies  are  to  be  found,  which 
relieve,  and  fometimes  cure  this  cruel  difcafe,  name¬ 
ly,  by  evacuation  ;  though  they  are  for  the  fake  of 
lucre  cried  up  as  fecrets,  and  fold  under  this  title 
at:  a  great  price  to  the  credulous.  The  honefl,  ge¬ 
nerous,  and  noble-minded  phyficians,  who  have  the 
public  good  at  heart,  conceal  not  luch  ufeful  reme¬ 
dies  as  come  to  their  knowledge.  Hence  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  that  later  times  will  perhaps  teach  the  ufe 
of  more  and  better  remedies  than  thole  already 
known. 

Thus  I  have  learned  from  a  phyfician,  moll  worthy 
of  credit,  that  the  root  of  lobelia  flowly  limmered,  or 
infufed  in  pure  water,  produces  a  certain  and  fafe 
remedy  for  the  venereal  difeafe*  and  cures  it  in  the 
fpace  of  ten  or  twenty  days  at  the  moll.  This  de- 
codtion  is  drank  upon  an  empty  llomach  ;  a  large 
dole  of  it  brings  on  a  vomiting,  a  lefs  dofe  purges, 
and  a  fmaller  Hill  brings  on  a  fweat.  The  plant  is 
thus  defcribed,  Lobelia ,  caule  ereffo,  foliis  ovato  lan - 
ceolatisy  crenatis ,  floribus  lateralibus.  Prodrom.  Florae 
Leydenfis*  Linruei  hort.  Cliffort.  p.  426.  Ranuncu¬ 
lus  Americanus  flore  dilute  c&ruleoy  Boerhaave  Index 
plantar \  Tom .  I.  p.  25  :  “  The  plant  lobelia  has  a 

flraight  flalk,  oval,  fharp  pointed,  and  indented 
“  leaves,  with  flowers  on  the  Tides.  Prodom.  Floras 
“  Leydenfis.  Linnaei  Hort.  Cliffort  p.  42 6.  The 
4<  American  Rapunculus  has  an  azure  or  light 

blue  flower.  Boerhaave  Index  plantar.  Tom.  I. 

*c  p.  25.”  But  this  remedy  cures  alfo  by  evacua¬ 
tion. 


S  E  C  T. 
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SECT.  MCCCCLXXIX. 

TO  P  H  S  are  diminilhed  by  lpecific 
plafters,  (1461)  or,  by  fcraping  the 
bone  when  laid  bare,  having  removed  the  in¬ 
teguments. 

What  tophs  or  nodes  are  was  faid  in  Seft.  1456. 
They,  for  the  mod  part,  yield  to  the  general  cure 
of  the  venereal  difeafe.  It  was  alfo  faid  before,  that 
thefe  tophs  are  very  difficultly  diffolved.  But  let 
the  folution  of  the  corrofive  fublimate,  which  is  in¬ 
ternally  taken,  be  diluted  in  a  quadruple  quantity 
of  water,  and  applied  to  them  in  the  nature  of  a 
fomentation.  If  they  yield  not  to  this  application, 
the  bone  may  juftly  be  fuppofed  carious ;  where¬ 
fore,  let  all  its  integuments  be  cut  away,  and  that 
cure  be  had  recourfe  to,  which  was  mentioned  in  the 
chapter  on  the  difeafes  of  the  bones. 
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SECT.  MCCCCLXXX. 

/k  BOUT  the  middle  of  the  feven- 
%  teenth  century  there  arofe  a  new 
difeafe  in  the  inland  parts  of  Great 
Britain,  fpreading  itfelf  from  thence  through 
that  whole  kingdom,  and  all  the  northern 
parts  of  Europe,  called  The  Rickets  ;  at  pre- 
fent  a  very  common  diftemper. 

■  i  ■  * 

GUJfon ,  profeffor  of  phyfic  in  the  famous  univer- 
fity  of  Cambridge,  the  find  author  who  accurately 
wrote  of  this  difeafe,  teftifies,  that  (by  as  ftrid  a 
fcrutiny  as  he  could  make  from  the  relations  of 
other  people)  he  learned  that  this  difeafe  firft  be¬ 
came  known  in  the  weft  of  England,  about  thirty 
years  before  he  wrote  his  treatife  upon  it.  But  as  a 
fecond  edition  of  this  work  came  out  in  the  year 
1650,  and  the  firft  was  publifhed  much  earlier,  the 
learned  Floyer  *  inferred,  that  this  difeafe  had  firft 
appeared  in  England,  about  the  year  1620.  GUJfon 
teftifies, f  that  this  difeafe  afterwards  fpread  all  over 
.  id*  the 

*  or  hift°ry  of  the  Cold  Bathing,  p.  77. 
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he  foil  them  and  weftern  parts  of  E  ngland  ;  but 
this  difeafe  occurred  very  rarely  in  the  northern 
counties,  fo  that  it  is  fcarcely  yet  known  in  thole 
places  by  the  common  people. 

This  difeafe  was  in  England  named  the  rickets ; 
but  it  is  uncertain  who  firft  gaye  it  that  name,  or 
upon  what  occafion  ;  whether  through  any  certain 
cafe,  or  advice,  it  was  fo  called. 

Yet  it  is  very  likely,  as  the  backbone  is  by  this 
difeafe,  at  leaft  in  an  advanced  ft  ate,  greatly  injured, 
that  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  diforder  of  the  back 
bone;  vo'jov  rys  ?cr)yj^ and,  as  the  Greek  phylicians- 
exp  relied  the  dileale  and  pain  of  the  fides  ^ea'pwv 
■acrov  kcl)  vrorov  in  one  word  fo  in  like  man¬ 
ner  this  difeafe  was  called  in  which  the 

back- bone  is  fo  milerably  deformed,  and  which,  in 
:he  very  beginning  of  the  difeafe,.. ufually  by  degrees 
iofes  its  natural  ftrength,  whereby  the  body  fhould 
be  fuftained,  particularly  in  an  eredt  pofition.  This 
aame  feerns  properly  applied,  becaufe  it  compre- 
icnded  fome  remarkable  (late  of  the  difeafe,  and 
vas  fufHciently  different  from'  the  nam»s  of  other 
ymptoms  and  difeafes,  was  alfo  eaiy  of  pronunci- 
ition,  and  readily  retained  in  memory.  But  it  ig 
rafily  conceived  how  the  Greek  word  hx iT&>  by 
he  error  of  a  common  pronunciation  might  be 
hanged  into  the  word  rickets ,  which  name  is  to 
his  day  in  common  tile  in  England  to  denote  this 
lifeaie. 

After  the  rickets  had  fixed  its  feat  in  mo  ft  of  the 
stiver  parts  of  Europe,  where  the  Englifh  language 
vas  not  natural  to  the  inhabitants,  they  called  it 
liter  the  country  they  thought  it  firft  appeared  in; 
nd  thus,,  for  the  moil  part,  it  was  called'  the  Englifhj 
life'afe.:  Some  chofe  another  name  for  it,  from  cerj 
ain  fymptoms  which  are  obvious  in  it.  Thus,  as 
he  joints  are  greatly  enlarged,  the  Germans  called 
-  arhculos  duplicates  ;  the  French  enfant s  nouez ; 
torn  whence  others  have  alfo  divided  the  rickets  into 

Vol.  XVII,  P  f  1  perjedl 
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perfect  and  imperfeft.  As  long  as  the  epiphyfes  of 
the  bones  are  only  fwelled  about  the  joints,  and  the 
patient  can  ftill  walk,  it  is  called  the  imperfeEl 
rickets .  But  when  the  patient’s  motion  in  walking 
becomes  more  flow,  and  lefs  firm,  fo  that  he  eafily 
totters  or  falls,  whence  he  perpetually  defires  to  fit 
or  lie  down,  it  is  called  the  perfect  rickets .  I  have 
often  had  children  brought  to  me  to  be  cured,  fup- 
pofed  by  their  mothers  to  have  been  troubled  with 
a  great  liver,  when  they  manifeftly  had  the  rickets^ 
We  fiiall  hereafter  fee  that  in  this '  difeafe  the  liver 
is  found  of  a  vaft  fize,  though  no  other  diforder  can 
be  difcerned  in  this  vifcus  after  death.  The  above 
may  fuffice  concerning  the  various  names  of  the  difi 
eafe.  f  "  ;  '  ; 

GUJfon  *  who,  with  feven  other  phyficians  of  Lon¬ 
don,  carefully  examined  this  difeafe,  having  held  a 
confultation  with  them  concerning  the  origin  and 
nature  of  it,  together  with  its  diagnoftic  and 
prognoftic  figns,  ahd  maturely  weighed*  their  diffe¬ 
rent  opinions,  concluded  the  rickets  to  be  a  neW 
difeafe  j  for  when  he  compared  the  difeafes  incident; 
to  children,  hitherto  defcribed,  together  with  the 
rickets,  ht  could  find  none  that  exactly  agreed 
with  this  diftemper  then  fpreading  in  England.  ‘  But 
even  this  noyeity  of  the  uncommon  diftemper  im¬ 
pelled  thofe  famous  phyficians  to  fearch  out  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  difeafe  with  united  abilities,  that  they 
might  more  happily  difcover  the  belt  method  of  cui 
ring  it.f  Hence  they  affiduoufiy  and  faithfully  con¬ 
fident  and  defcribed  the  collected  figns  of  the  be¬ 
ginning'  and  increafe  of  the  difeafe,  how,  and  by 
What  fymptoms  it  changed  into  health,  death,  of 
Other  difeafes  ^  they  remarked  all  the  appearances 
found  in  bodies  of  children  that  had  died  of  this  dif¬ 
eafe  $  and  from  all  theft  circumftances  deduced  the 
/fcuratiye  Indications,  ; : 

V  f  -  .  f :  <  *•'  i  :’i  1  ; 
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Three  out  of  thefe  eight  phyficians,  viz.  Glijfon , 
BateSy  and  Regemortery  were  appointed  to  arrange 
thofe  matters  which  had  been  approved  of  by 
the  common  fuffrages  of  the  reft,  and  then  commit 
them  to  print.  But  left  that  a  diverfity  of  ftile 
ihould  be  the  confequence,  when  thofe  three  ha¬ 
ving  divided  the  talk,  Ihould  fet  to  writing  the  trea¬ 
dle,  thefe  famous  men  changed  their  minds,  and 
left  Glijfon  alone  to  fpin  out  the  firft  threads  of  it. 
He  undertook  this  talk  upon  condition,  that  the 
other  two  Ihould  hold  a  conference,  and  form  a 
judgment  of  his  work  according  to  their  own  obfer^ 
vations. 

Thus  a  regular  method,  together  with  a  fair  ex¬ 
ample,  is  Ihewn,  for  examining  anew  difeafe,  as  alfo 
how  profitable  fuch  concord  may  pyove  to  human 
kind,  when  honeft  phyficians,  without  fcholaftic  dif- 
putes  or  envy,  tend  to  one  general  object,  namely, 
the  public  utility.  All  phyficians  agreed  not  in  point 
of  the  novelty  of  the  difeafe  •,  fome  were  of  opinion, 
that  it  was  known  by  the  antients,  but  deferibed 
under  another  name,  and  afterwards  called  the  rickets 
by  Gliflbn.  Upon  another  occafion,  in  SeCt.  1379, 
where  the  hiftory  of  the  fmall-pox  was  treated  of, 

I  have  remarked,  that  I  always  feledted  what  I 
thought  would  be  hereafter  moft  profitable  for  ciw 
ring  of  difeafes,  from  thofe  antient  and  modern  phy¬ 
ficians  and  authors  I  read.  I  arranged  thefe  col¬ 
lections  in  my  minute  book,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
I  could  find  whatever  I  had  read  or  obferved,  con? 
cerning  any  certain  difeafe,  almoft  at  the  firft  view. 
Upon  examining  what  I  had  collected  about  the  rick¬ 
ets,  I  faw  that  1  had  tranferibed  nothing  concerning 
this  difeafe  from  the  antients :  from  whence  it  will  be, 
at  leaft,  lawful  for  me  to  conclude,  that  the  rickets 
4s  not  altogether  fo  obvioufly  deferibed  in  the  wri¬ 
tings  of  the  antient  phyficians  as  to  he  readily  re-s 
{parked  by  every  one. 

,  f  f  2  A  very 
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4^  very  learned  phyfician  *  endeavours  to  confirm 
the  antiquity  of  this  difeafe  by  many  arguments, 
which  take  up  a  whole  chapter,  in  which  are  col¬ 
lected  thofe  arguments  which  particularly  impugn 
the  novelty  of  the  rickets ,  and  which  certainly  merit 
the  reader’s  attention. 

He  will  have  it  that  all  the  fymptoms,  at  leaf! 
the  principal  ones,  of  this  difeafe  were  enumerated, 
either  feparately  or  united,  by  the  antients  :  but  cer¬ 
tainly  the  united  fymptoms  define  the  difeafe.  They 
may  be  feparately  in  other  men,  and  ftill  the  defined 
difeafe  may  not  be  in  them.  For  a  concourfe  of  the 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  are  required  to  determine  a 
difeafe,  and  not  one  or  two  only. 

I  particularly  wondered,  that  the  famous  Zeviani  ff 
believed,  that  the  other  phyficians,  who  together 
with  GUJfon  laboured  in  perfecting  the  treatife  of 
the  rickets,  did  not  think  the  rickets  a  new  difeafe, 
and  therefore  would  not  fubfcribe  their  names  to 
the  work,  unlefs  they  firfb  fhewed  themfelves  to  be 
of  a  contrary  opinion  to  Glijfon’s ,  becaufe  this  mat¬ 
ter  was  far  more  intricate  than  he  indeed  thought  it. 
But  in  the  notes,  the  preface  which  is  prefixed  to 
this  little  work  is  quoted.  I  have  read  this  preface 
over  and  over,  but  could  difcover  no  difference  of 
opinion  amongff  the  eight  phyficians.  Thus  the 
error  feems  to  have  arofe  from  inaccuracy. 

The  fam.e  author  j  afterwards  endeavours  tq 
prove,  that  GliJJon  has  contradicted  himfelf.  But  if 
the  places  quoted  be  attentively  read,  it  will  appear, 
that  he  only  much  wonders  that  he  could  not  find 
himfelf  to  be  the  firfb  author  of  the  name  given  it. 
Certainly  it  is  not  unufual  to,  give  a  name  to  an  un¬ 
known  difeafe,  in  thofe  places  it  firfb  appears  in, 
which  it  afterwards  retains  when  it  has  fpread  itfel'r 
to  other  places.  It  feems  very  probable,  that  this 
"  .  v  ;  '  name 


* 
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name  was  given  it  by  the  common  people,  as  nobody 
before  Glijfon,  according  to  my  knowledge,  had 
wrote  on  this  difeafe  ;  neither  is  it  very  certain,  that 
an  author  could  be  found  for  a  name  given  it  thirty 
years  back  ;  or  yet  any  patient  to  whom  the  firft 
name  of  it  could  be  fuited.  Glijfon  *  himfelf  gives 
the  realon  of  this  difficulty  :  Pcpulus *  nomen  morhi 
nadlus,  quafi  re  gnaviter  gefta ,  acquiefcit ,  neque  ulte - 
rius  fe  follicitum  vult  de  nominis  autore ,  aut  re  ip-fa 
cc  The  people  having,  obtained  a  name,  in  fonife 
“  meafure  a  pertinent  one,  for  the  difecife,  acqui- 
“  efced,  and  fo  it  remained,  neither  were  they  fof- 
<c  licitous  about  the  author’s  name,  or  the  matter 
u  itfelf.”  To  prove  a  greater  antiquity  of  this  dif¬ 
eafe,  it  ought  to  be  demonftrated,  that  the  word 
rickets,  was  u fed  in  England  before  the  time  that 
the  diforder  was  heard  of  there,  or  at-  leaft  a  reafon 
fhould  be  given  why  a  difeafe,  fo  long  known, 
ftiould  have  a  new  and  unufual  name  given  it  by  the 
common  people. 

But,  when  the  rickets  afterwards  appeared  in  other 
countries,  a  new  name  was  in  like  manner  given  it, 
either  from  the  name  of  the  country  it  firft  appeared 
in,  or  elfe  from  fome  other  manifeft  fymptoms  of 
the  difeafe,  as  was  a  little  before  laid. 

After  the  rickets  began  to  be  obferved  in  Lon¬ 
don,  the  phyficians  there  doubted  not  of  the  no¬ 
velty  of  the  unufual  evil;  Tut  they,  in- conjim&ion 
with  Glijfon ,  took  upon  them  the  talk  of  fearching 
out  the  nature  of  this:  new  difeafe :  hence  they 
judged  not  by  hear-fay  of  others,  but  faw  the  whole 
courle  of  the  difeafe  with  their  own  eyes,  attentively 
examined  the  bodies  of  thofe  who  died  of  this  dif- 
•  cafe,  and  thofe  changes  which  they  had  manifeftly  dif- 
-  cerned  during  the  time  of  the  illnefs,  and  as  they 
'  had  not  before  obferved  all  thefe  in  any  other  dif¬ 
eafe,  they  concluded,  that  this  muft  be  a  new  one  ; 

F  f  3  and, 
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and*  as  they  propofed  to  write  a  hlftory  of  it*  they 
meritorioufly  fought  the  firft  place  of  its  appearance, 
and  what  name  it  bore  there.  They  candidly  con- 
fefs  to  have  collected  thefe  particulars  from  the  re¬ 
lations  of  others,  but  were  ocular,  fufficient*  and  at¬ 
tentive  witnelfes  of  the  reft. 

Zeviani  *  alledges,  that  Sydenham ,  of  great  au¬ 
thority  in  the  practice  of  phyftc,  has  confounded 
the  rickets  with  the  atrophy  of  children,  which  hap¬ 
pens  after  autumnal  fevers,  continual  as  well  as 
intermitting  ones,  and  even  cured  it  with  the  famfc 
remedies  :  for  the  bellies  of  infants  appear  inflated, 
fwelled,  and  hard,  after  long  autumnal  fevers,  and 
frequently  a  cough  with  other  confumptive  fymp- 
toms  attend :  but  he  immediately  adds,  that  thefe 
Rachitidem  plane  mentiantur :  “  may  plainly  refemble 

the  rickets.”  He  treated  this  difeafe  in  children 
by  gentle  purges,  many  days  repeated ;  and  then 
ordered  the  abdomen  to  be  rubbed  with  fome  pene¬ 
trating  ointment.  But  as  the  abdomen  of  ricketty 
children  often  fwells,  and  that  difeafe  fometimes 
terminates  in  an  heftic ;  the  reafon  appears  of  the 
fimilitude  between  thefe  two  difeafes,  though  they 
are  very  different  from  each  other.  Sydenham  adds, 
that  he  cured  many  infants  even  labouring  under 
the  real  rickets  in  the  fame  manner.  Nobody  doubts, 
that  purges  after  long  autumnal  fevers  are  proper* 
if  prudently  applied,  and  the  infardted  abdomen 
fwells  :  but  in  the  rickets,  when  there  is  not  always 
fuch  a  quantity  of  dregs  in  the  firft  paffages,  but 
the  liver  fwells,  the  inteftines  afe  inflated,  and  the 
abdomen  of  courfe  becomes  tumid ,  they  who  la¬ 
bour  under  this  difeafe  have  far  lefs  need  of  pur¬ 
ging.  Let  us  hear  Sydenham  himfelf  J  in  another 
place  advifing  as  follows  ;  Quoad  Rachitidem  hoc  no - 
tandum ,  quod  in  tumoribus  iftis ,  qtti  ventres  infantiuni 
pofi  longas  intermittentes  febres  olim  infeftarent ,  veree 

Rachitidi 

*  Be  Rachitide,  p.  33.  f  Se&.  I;  Cap.  V.  pvJ2i* 

%  BifTertat.  Epiftol;  p.  54 1, 


1 


.  ,  •:  ,  y  v 

Se£.  1480.  The  RicIcets.  439 

Rachitidi  non  multum  abludentes,  repetita  catharfis 
omnino  videretur  indie ari ;  cum  ante  ufum  corticis  Pe+ 
ruviani  iftie  febres  in  diuturnitatem  longam  fe  extended 
rent ,  ac  proinde  fedimentum  deponerent ,  hujufmodi  tu - 
morum  caufam ,  nifi  purgatione  repetita 

abigi  poterat.  Attamen  in  Rachitide  Vera  cathartica 
locum  non  babent ,  nifi  ut  femel  vel  bis  utplurimum 
<eger  pur gandus,  antequam  ufum  alter antium  aggredi * 
atur,  &c.  Denique  hoc,  quod  innuiy  diligenter  adver- 
tendum  volo ,  cum  non  paucos  infantes  atque  pueros  a 
catharticis  fape  repetitis  ( qu#  forte  tumor  ventris  in - 
vitaverat )  interemptos  fuijfe  fatis  feiam  :  “  With  re- 
“  fped  to  the  rickets,  this  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
u  in  thofe  tumours  which  formerly  infefted  the  bel- 
«  lies  of  infants  after  long  intermitting  fevers,  which 
«  bear  no  great  difiimilitude  to  the  real  Rachitis, 
repeated  purging  Teems  abfolutely  indicated  *,  as 
thefe  fevers  lafted  a  long  while  before  the  Peru- 
«  vian  bark  came  into  ufe,  and  for  that  reafon  de- 
«  pofited  a  fediment  which  caufed  this  tumour  5 
«  which  therefore  could  not  be  expelled  unlefs  by 
«  repeated  purgation.  But  cathartics  are  improper 
««  in  the  real  rickets,  unlefs  it  be  once,  or  twice  at 
“  the  moft,  that  the  patient  is  purged  before  the 
u  ufe  of  alterative  remedies,  &c.  Finally,  I  am 
willing,  that  what  I  have  diligently  colieded  to¬ 
rt  gether  fhould  be  known,  as  1  well  know,  that. 
«  riot  a  few  infants  and  children  have  often  been 
«  killed  by  repeated  cathartics,  (the  ufe  of  which 
«  a  fwelling  of  the  belly  had  perhaps  Teemed  to 
indicate.”) 

It  is  evident  from  the  above,  that  Sydenham  has 
riot  confounded  the  rickets  with  the  decay  of  in¬ 
fants  in  confequence  of  long  autumnal  fevers  ;  nei¬ 
ther  did  he  cure  both  thefe  difeafes  by  the  fame 
method,  though  they  may  appear  to  have  fomething 
in  common  with  each  other*,  namely,  the  fwelling 
of  the  abdomen,  and  that  both  fometimes  terminate 
in  a  confumption. 

F  f  4  But 
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But  that  no  doubt  may,  remain,  the  following  paf- 
fages  are  to  be  attended  to  :  Sydenham  had  wrote'  a 
compendium  of  the  practice  of  phyfic,  with  his  own 
hand,  for  the  ufe  of  his  Jon,  a  dodtor  of  phyfic,  and 
out  of  his  humanity  alfo  gave  it  to  ’  be  uled  by  a  fa¬ 
mous  phyfician,  who,  that  the  mod  ufeful  remarks 
of  a  man  fa  famous  in  the  medical  art  (liaoki  not 
efcape  his  treacherous  memory,  had  about  twenty 
copies  printed  for  the  ufe  of  his  friends.  But  as 
that  fame  treadle  was  afterwards  found  amohgft 
Tome  curious  mifcellames ,  though  ufelefs  from  its  tri- 
Bing  fize,  he  not  only  communicated  the  genuine 
compendium  to  his  friends,  but  to  the  public  alfo  ; 
whence  all  his  works  were  afterwards  annexed  to 
this  treadle.  If  now  the  description  of  the  rickets,* 
which  is  contained  in  this  treatife,  be  compared 
with  the  date  of  th'ofe  children’s  bodies  in  v/hich  the 
abdomen  has  fwelled  after  long  autumual  .fevers^ 
it  will  appear,  that  a  great  difference  manifedly  oc¬ 
curs  between  thefe  two  difeafes,  which  are  altoo-el 
ther  different  ill  themfelves.  And  it  appears,  that 
Sydenham  did  not  recommend  the  fame  cure  for 
both  thefe  difeafes;  for  there  we  thus  read,;  tn 
tumoribu i  infantum  ventres  oc  cup  anti  bus,  ah  .eva- 
cmtionibus  nimiis  procedentibus ,  fanguis  '&  vifcera 
her  bis  corrob  or  antibus  confortentur’,  u't  in v  era  Ra  chi- 
tide,  niji  quod  axilla  drain  utr usque  inungantur,  at 
non  urtiis  :  “  in  thole  tumours  which  occupy  the 
“  bellies  of  infants,  proceeding  from  too  great  eva- 
46  cu  at  ions,  the  blood  and  vifcera  fhouffi  (6e  com- 
forced  with  corroborative  herbs,  -  as  in  the  real 
ce  rickets,,  except  that  both  the  arm-pits  are  to  be 

In  as  much. a's  regards  Bo'oiius,  I  found  £  that  one 
Arnold  Bodlius  had  wrote  a  treatife  de  affellilms  omif- 
Jls,  publilhed  at  London,  in  the  year  164$,  irrLmo, 

•  but 
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but  I  found  not  the  rickets  amongft  the  titles  of 
the  difeafes  he  treated  of,  nor  could  I  find  that  au¬ 
thor  when  I  was  Writing  about  thefe  matters.  But  as 
GTrJfotfs  fecDnc!  edition  came  out  in  1650,  it  is  cre¬ 
dible,  that  this  author  had’ leen  Clifton’s  firft  edition. 
And  it  is  find,  that  Boutins’ s  treatife  was  poblifhed 
at  Francfort,  and  Leipfic,  in  1676,  together  with 
the  four  centuries  of  hiftorical  and  medicinal  obfer- 
vations,  wrote  by  Peter  Borelli.  But  by  bad  for¬ 
tune  I  had  only  Borellds  edition  at  hand,  which 
Vas’pubh  fired;  in  the  year  1656,  at  Paris,  in  which 
that  treatife  of  Bootius  is  not  inferted.  Hence,  this 
teftimony  that  the  rickets  was  common  in  France 
before  Clifton  had  obferved  that  difeafe  in  England, 
as  Zeviani  aiferts,  *  I  leave  as  it  is,  as  we  read 
thus  only  in  the  place  he  quotes  :  Morbum  non  in 
Anglia  dumtay at  &  Hibernia ,  fed  &  in  alii s  quo que 
regionibus ,  grhftari  verifimile  eft,  &ct  Boot .  de  affec- 
tibus  omiftis,  Cap.  12.  <c  That  this  difeafe  is  not  only 
“  deftrudtiVe  in  England  and  Ireland,  but  very  like- 
“  ly  is  fo  in  other  countries  alfo.”  There  is  no 
mention  made  of  France  here  at  leaft. 

But  the  teftimony  produced  from  Boyle  f  by  no 
means  proves,  -that  he  denied  the  rickets  to  be  a 
new  difeafe,  but  only  that  he  neither  affirmed  nor 
'  denied  the  point.’  Befides,  that  famous  man  was 
not  a  phyfician,  and  he  fpeaks  but  in  a  curfory 
manner  ot  this  difeafe,  in  order  to  recommend  the' 
"utility  of  the  flowers  of  fleet,  in  the  cure  of  it,  of 
which  remedy  more  will  be  hereafter  faid. 

It  certainly  mull  appear  wonderful,  that  the  En- 
‘glifh  phyficians  alone  have  been  aftoniffied  at  the 
’novelty  of  this  matter,  when  they  perceived  the 
rickets,  which  they  certainly  examined  not  in  a  neg¬ 
ligent  manner,  whilft  fome  amongft  the  Germah 
phyficians,  boldly  afierted,  that  no  new  difeafes  are 
bred,  but  all  the  calamities  of  mankind :  Vett- 

ribits 
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ribus  non  folum  utique  innotuiffe ,  fed  jam  ante  Hippo - 
cratis  tempora  mortale  hominum  genus  afflixijfe\  ere - 
duntur  fimul  ac  demonfirantur ,  licet  aliis  atque  diverjis 
nominibus  indigitati :  *  “  not  only  were  known  to 
<c  the  antients  every  where,  but  are  believed,  and 

alfo  demonftrated  to  have  afflidbed  mankind  be- 

fore  the  days  of  Hippocrates,  though  pointed 
cc  out  by  other  and  different  names.”  Indeed  I 
have  known  fome  phyficians  of  that  opinion,  but 
am  ignorant  of  the  demonftration  of  it,;  nor  do  I 
know,  that  any  antient  teflimonies  have  exifted  be¬ 
fore  the  time  of  Hippocrates,  which  have  been  handed 
down  to  us,  from  which  it  may  be  proved,  that 
all  thofe  difeafes,  which  later  times  have  feen,  had 
been  alfo  known  by  the  remotefl  antiquity.  Where 
I  have  treated  of  the  fmall-pox ,  epidemical  difeafes , 
and  the  venereal  difeafe ,  I  believe  I  have  brought 
fuch  arguments  as  prove  the  contrary. 

But  when  the  celebrated  Boerhaave  wrote  of  this 
difeafe*  he  did  not  revive  the  opinion  concerning  the 
novelty  of  the  rickets,  which  is  now  almoft  entirely 
exploded  tho’  many  phyficians  amongft  the  Dutch 
and  elfewhere  believed  the  fame.  It  is  true  indeed, 
that  he  ftated  the  rickets  to  have  appeared  toward 
the  latter  end  of  the  fixteenth  century ;  but  I  knew 
that  to  be  an  error,  and  have  therefore  corrected 
It  ini  his  text.  The  reafon  was  this  :  as  the  cen¬ 
tury  is  deferibed  in  numerals,  the  name  of  th£ 
eiapfed  century  remains  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the' 
following  one,  and  from  hence  the  error  ealily  arifes 
when  Arabic  figures  are  deferibed  in  Roman  cha-* 
ra£iers.  For  I  certainly  knew,  that  this  excellent 
profeffor  was  entirely  of  Gliffort s  opinion  concerning 
the  epocha  of  the  rickets,  nor  was  defirous  of  ren¬ 
dering  that  time  nearer  to  the  origin  of  the  vene* 
real  difeafe,  as  Zeviani  $  believed,  becaufe*  in  his 
hiftory  of  this  difeafe,  he  had  remarked,  in  Sed.  1482, 

that 

*  Zeviani  de  Rachitide,  p.  34.,  in  notis. 
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that  it  much  more  infefts  thofe  children  whole  pa¬ 
rents  have  been  fubjedb  to  the  venereal  difeafe  and 
repeated  gonorrheas.  But  what  is  noted  in  Seri:. 
1488,  merits  attention,  where  he  defcribes  the  proxi¬ 
mate  caufe  of  tjie  rickets,  he  does  not  affirm,  that 
the  VenereaHBfeafe  concurs  to  the  proximate  caufe 
of /the  rickets,  but  only  pfopofes  the  following  fen- 
tence  by  way  of  a  doubt  :  Latent e  forte  leni  labe 
Venerea  permijla  :  u  perhaps  mixed  with  a  flight  la- 

tent  venereal  virus.”  We  will  hereafter  fpeak 
farther  of  this  matter,  and  now  go  on  with  the 
reft. 

But  this  difpute  would  be  immediately  fettled,  if 
it  could  be  manifefted,  that  the  more  antient  phy- 
Brians  had  defcribed  this  difeafe,  though  diftinguilhed 
by  another  name  *  and  it  could  be  fhewn,  that  the 
difeafe  was  attended  with  thofe  fymptoms  of  the 
rickets,  which,  by  careful  obfervations  of  this  dif¬ 
eafe  made  by  celebrated  phyficians,  are  defcribed  and 
known  at  prefen t,  in  that  order  in  which  they  mutually 
enfue  in  the  beginning,  increafe,  and  maturity  of  the 
diftemper.  But,  to  the  beft  of  my  knowledge,  fuch 
a  demonftration  has  not  been  hitherto  made. 

The  famous  phyfician  Navier ,*  in  his  excellent 
treatife  of  the  morbid  foftnefs  of  the  bones,  relates 
fuch  an  inftance  concerning  an  author,  a  phyfician 
who  wrote  about  a  whole  century  before  the  faid 
epocha  of  the  rickets,  and  is  believed  to  have  de¬ 
fcribed  this  difeafe  fo  exarily,  that  no  doubt  can 
remain  but  that  he  knew  it,  though  he  called  it  the 
cachexy,  nor  gave  it  any  other  particular  name. 
Johannes  Baptifta  Lheodofius,  a  phyfician  of  Bologna, 
wrote  medical  epiftles,  which  his  fon  Pfoilippus  L’kt- 
cdojius  collected  after  the  death  of  his  father,  and 
dedicated  to  the  cardinal  de  Cafarini ,  in  the  nones 
of  April,  1541  ;  they  came  out  in  March  1554,  in 
the  city  of  Bafil.  Now  in  the  front  of  the  forty- 

fecond 
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Second  epiftle  f  we  read  thus  :  Pro  puero  ex  canfri 
&  humoribus  multis  mails  affedhbus  labor  ante  confdium  : 
tc  Advice,  for  a  boy  labouring  under  a  canfrix  and 
46  many  bad  humours/’  Behold  now  a  defcription 
of  the  difeale  :  Ejus  temper  amentum  declinat  ad  frigi - 
dim  f3  humidum ,  ex  quo  color  tatius  cutis  palhdus 
redditur,  it  a  ut  ad  cacJLxiam  iendepe '  videaiur , 
midtte  in  eo  cruditates  generentur .  Affeftus  eft  debilitas 
virtutis  motive,  it  a  ut,  cum  menfium  jam  feptendecim 
ft l,  non  pojjit  ullo  modo  fe  mover  e ,  nec  ft  are,  &,  cum 
in  ulnis  a  nutrice  defer  tur,  vix  caput  pot  eft  eredlum  te- 
nere.  Symptoma  aliud  omnium  favijfimum  eft  verte - 
brarum  trium  in  coftis  notis  ad  exteriora  declinatio,  bp 
eft  modus  gibbofitalis,  &  in  modum  arcus  cofta  etiam 
incurvari  videntur :  4C  The  temperature  of  him  de- 
44  dines  to  cold  and  humidity,  by  whicji  the  colour 
u  of  all  the  fkin  is  rendered  pale,  fo  that  he  feems 
44  inclined  to  a  cachexy,  and  many  crudities  are 
44  engendered  in  him.  The  complaint  is  a  weak- 
4C  nels  and  inability  to  move,  fo  that  this  child  of 
4C  feventeen  months  old  can  in  no  manner  move  it- 
44  felf  nor  (land,  and  when  it  is  carried  in  the  nurfe’^ 
44  arms,  it  can  fcarcely  hold  its  head  upright.  Ano- 
44  ther  fymptom,  the  moil  cruel,  of  all,  is,  that 
44  three  of  the  vertebres  of  the  true  ribs  bend  out- 
44  wardly  and  form  a  kind  of  hump-back,  and  the 
44  ribs  appear  to  be  arched  in  the  manner  of  a  bow.” 
If  any  one  compares  thefe  with  the  diagnoilic  figns 
cf  the  rickets,  which  are  enumerated  in  Sedl.  1485, 
i486,  and  1487,  he  will  plainly  fee  the  great  diverfity 
there  is  between  them  and  thefe  figns.  There  is  no 
mention  made  of  the  fwelling  of  the  abdomen  in 
the  text  *,  of  the  protuberance  of  the  bones  .at  the 
joints ;  neither  of  the  premature  fnarpnefs  of  the 
wit,  nor  of  the  appetite,  and  very  good  digef- 
tion,  &c..  Moreover  the  ribs  are  faid  to  be  incu^*- 
vated  in  this  boy,  whereas,  in  the  rickets,  the  thorax 

becomes, 

*  Theodofii  Epift.  Medic,  p,  250.  *■ 
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becomes  clofely  prefs’d  to  the  Tides,  and  the  fterntm 
rifes  to  an  edge,  the  extremities  of  the  ribs  being 
knotty  and  enlarged. 

Nobody  ever  doubted,  that  the  more  antient  ply- 
ficians  have  obferved  both  cachediic,  crooked-back  d, 
and  weakly  children ;  but  it  has  not  been  yet  demon- 
ftrated,  that  they  knew  the  difeafe  at  prefent  call'd 
the  rickets.  But  as  many  more  contentions  feem  to 
be  marfhalled  up  in  regard  to  the  novelty  of  this  cif* 
eafe,  it  may  be  lawful  for  me  to  follow  this  opinion 
until  I  am  ‘  convinced  by  better  and  more  certain 
proofs. 


SECT.  MCCCCLXXXI. 

THIS  difeafe  is  never  born  with  infarts, 
and  rarely  bred  in  them  before  the 
ninth  month  of  their  age,  hardly  ever  afier 
the  fecond  year  of  life,  but  frequently  hap¬ 
pens  in  that  intermediate  Tpace  of  time. 

The  rickets  very  feldom  or  never  is  born  witl,  a 
child,  nor  do  I  remember  to  have  ever  feen  a  new¬ 
born  infant  which  already  laboured  under  this  dif¬ 
eafe  :  for  though  the  vices  of  the  parents,  as  will  be 
mentioned  by  and  by,  might  have  begot  fueh  a  dif- 
pofition  of  body  in  their  children,  as  might  hive 
rendered  them  liable  to  be  attacked  by  this  difeife, 
yet  it  but  very  rarely  happens,  that  the  rickets 
breaks  out  into  aftion  before  the  birth  of  :he 
foetus;  Whence  Glijfon  has  wrote  the  follow¬ 
ing  account :  f  Teftatur  aliquis  noftrum ,  fe  fepel> 
£5?  femel  tantum ,  vidijfe  puerum  recens  natum  hoc 
morbo  afflidlu'm.  Atqus  in  eo  fpina  dorfi ,  id  colhm , 
ddeo  debilia ,  ut  nulla  ratione  valuer  in  t  grandiufcilum 

eput 
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caput  fttJHnere .  Obiit  hie  intra  tres  menfes  pojl  par~ 
tun-  Quibus  patet  eum  gravtffime  fuijfe  affeftum  : 
<c  One  amongft  us  teftifies,  that  he  once,  and  only 
**  once,  has  feen  a  new-born  child  afFe&ed  with  this 
u  difeafe ;  and  that  his  back-bone  and  neck  were 
<c  fo  very  weak,  that  his  head,  larger  than  natu- 
46  ral,  could  at  no  rate  be  fuftained.  He  died 
c‘  in  three  monhs  after  his  birth,  during  which 
*6  time  it  appears  that  he  was  grievoufly  affe&ed.” 
And  where  he  afterwards  treats  *  of  the  prognoftic 
figns  of  the  rickets,  he  has  abfolutely  ftated  as 
follows  :  Morbus  hie  proprie  nativus,  five  qui  ante 
partum  invadit ,  periculofiftimus  eft ,  6?  rarifftme ,  ft  un- 
qum ,  in  fanitatem  terminatur .  Quo  citius  a  partu , 
hoc  eft ,  quo  junior  es,  hie  morbus  invadit ,  eo  eateris 
paribus  periculofior  eft  %  tanto  enim  debiiiores  funt  vires . 
Siniliter  estate  gran  times  junioribus ,  pedibus  incedentes 
non  incedentibus ,  facilius  curantur :  “  This  difeafe 
u  properly  native,  or  if  it  invades  the  patient  be- 
fore  his  birth,  is  dangerous  and  very  feldom, 
if  ever,  cured.  The  fooner  it  happens  after 
“  birth,  and  the  younger  the  child  whom  the  dif- 
^  eafe  attacks,  caeteris  paribus,  it  is  the  more  dan- 
<c  gerous,  for  the  vital  powers  are  more  weak.  In 
<c  like  manner,  older  children  are  more  eafily  cured 
«  ;han  younger  ones,  and  children  that  can  walk 
«  ;han  fuch  as  are  unable  to  walk.” 

[t  is  flated  in  a  poflhumous  work  of  the  cele- 
bnted  du  Verneyftt  that  the  difeafe  of  the  rickets, 
foi  the  moft  part,  makes  its  attack  in  the  fifth  or 
fixh  month  of  the  patient’s  age  ;  nor  can  it  indeed 
be  denied,  that  traces  of  the  beginning  difeafe  hav$ 
fonetimes  been  obferved  at  that  time  •,  but  the  dif¬ 
eafe  for  the  moft  part  begins  later,  as  will  be  fhewn 
jnSeft.  i486.  This  difeafe  very  frequently  attacks 
chldren  after  they  begin  to  walk*  and  the  firft 
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fign  of  it  is  commonly  reckoned  an  inaptitude  to 
motion,  and  a  tottering  gait  j  at  length  they  are  by 
increafe^  of  the  diforder  much  weakened,  and 
obliged  to  lie  down  continually.  If  no  fu  ns  of  the 
rickets  declare  themfelves  before  the  fecond  year  of 
life,  the  child  has  for  the  moft  part  efcaped  the 
danger  of  this  difeafe ;  and  the  bones  are  then  be¬ 
come  fo  folid,  that  they  can  fuftain  the  weight  of 
the  body  without  being  eafily  incurvated.  It  hap¬ 
pens,  that  infants  at  this  age  are  very  a<5Hve,  and 
lalmoft  |n  perpetual  motion,  unlefs  ftridlly  watched, 
whereby  they  attain  more  firmnefs  and  ftrength  of 
body*  Whence  alio  tolling,  fhaking,  carrying, 
fwinging,  apd  fridfion,  are  recommended  for  the 
cure  of  this  difeafe,  until  children  can  move  their  bo¬ 
dies  themfelves  5  which  will  be  treated  of  in  Se& . 
1489.  ■  *■  ■  '  ; . . 

' *  ■  1 

SECT.  MCCCCLXXXII. 

.  .  :  •  "V  - 

B.<.  ^  *  is  chiefly  accounted 

moft  fatal  to  children  whole  parents 
are  of  a  fax,  weak,  conftitution  of  body,  are 
|ndolent,  delicate,  live  luxurioufly,  are  fond 
of  rich  or  fat  meats,  and  confection  ary,  who 
Cat  little  bread,  drink  fweet  wines,  and  much. 
Warrrp  water,  who  have  been  exhaufted  by 
chronic  difeafes,  age,  venery,  and  particularly 
if  infedled  by  the  venereal  diieafe,  and  weak¬ 
ened  by  repeated  gonorrheas,  for  ;  fuch  gene¬ 
rally  afford  no  other  than  decayed  feed  in  the 

getting  of  their  children. 

*  *  .  * 

When  the  phyficians  very  carefully  examined  all 
the  arcumftances  which  preceded  this  difeafe,  that 
fb^y  ITJight  difcovei  the  cau'fe  of  it,  they  obferved*, 
|hat  thpfe  children  particularly  became  ricketty  whofe 

parents 
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parents  were  of  a  weak  conftitution,  who  led  their 
lives  in  an  eafy,  indolent,  languid  manner,  and  who 
were  incited  by  the  daily  fumptuo.ufnefs  of  a  fplen- 
did  table  to  eat  more  than  was  Sufficient ;  whence. 
Gliffon  *  fays,  Morbum  hunc  potiffmum  hfeftare  ge- 
nerofcrum  cunas 5  praferijm  ecrum ,  qui  molfitex  rvivunty 
deinde  eorum,  qui  fedentariam  &  fecuram  vilam  agunt : 
Minime  omnium  cunas  '  eorum ,  qui  mediocris  Jtint  for- 
tun#,  qui  laboribus  affueii  funt  :  44  That  this  chf- 
eafe  chiefly  infefts  the  cradles  of  the  rich,  efpeci- 
44  ally  of  thofe  who  indolently  live  at  eafe  ;  and  next, 
44  thofe  of  fuch  as  lead  a  iedentary  inactive  lifey 
C4  but  lead  of  all,  the  cradles  of  uhofe  who  are  of 
44  middling  fortunes,  and  are  accuflomed  to  labour, 
44  by  which  they  nsiift  provide  for  themfelves  and  fa-. 
ct  niilies.”  For  the  children  of  the  lower  clafs  of 


people  are  ofteneil  affeded  with  the  rickets,  when 
they,  together  with  the  parents,  are  through  want 
obliged  to  ufe  food  unfit  for  them,  and’ alfo  as  they 
generally  dwell  in  little,  cold,  humid  huts,  not  tho¬ 
roughly  defended  from  the  inclemency  of  the  air,' 
which  is  highly  injurious  in  this  difeafe,  as  wifi  be 
hereafter  mentioned. 

Many  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  by  being  accuf- 
tomed  to  hunting,  riding,  tennis-playing,  and  other 
exercifes  of  the  body,  remain  free  from  this  difeafe, 
which  ufually  proceeds  from  conftant  high  living;  but 
all  the  parts  are  weakened  in  the  fair  fex,  princi¬ 
pally  from  fuch  a  kind  of  life,  who  alfo  ufually  in¬ 
dulge  themfelves  with  more  fieep,  and  lead  feden- 
tary  inadive  lives.  The  wife  Lycurgus ,  as  I  have 
remarked  upon  another  occafion,  in  bed.  1291,  ha-, 
ving  the  care  of  a  future  progeny  at  heart,  con> 
manded  that,  corpora  virginum ,  cur  fit,  India,  difco - 
rum  &  telerum  jablu,  exercerentur,  ut  &  feet  us  radix , 
validum  in  valentibus  exordium  fumens,'  germinaref 
melius :  “  the  bodies  of  virgins  fhould^  be  exdrcifecf 
44  by  running,  wreflling,  throwing  of  quoits,  and 

’•  launces^ 


De  Kachitide,  Cap.  XXIII.  p.  286. 


Sedt.  1482.  The  Rickets. 

45  launces,  that  the  rudiments  of  the  foetus,  taking  a 
tc  flrong  beginning  in  a  healthy  mother,  might 
“  branch  out  the  better  in  thefe  very  ftrong  and 
“  healthy  ladies.5’  Thus  he  was  careful,  that  foft 
delicate  women,  though  married  to  robuft  itrong 
men,  fhould  not  bring  forth  weak  and  difeafed  chil¬ 
dren. 

Confedtionary.]  It  may  be  at  lead  doubted  whe¬ 
ther  fugar  is  fo  injurious  to  health,  as  certain  perfons 
think.  The  celebrated  Boerhaave  *  thus  fpeaks  of 
that  admirable  fubftance,  whofe  likenefs  can  hardly 
be  found.  Saccharum  in  cdrpore  , humano ,  naturali 
latice  dilutum ,  lixivium  prabet  faponaceum^  quod  oleofa , 
vifcofa ,  vi  vita  adjuvants ,  diffolvit  *,  hinc  pituitam 
nunquam  generate  fed  diffolvit ,  nec  bilem  auget^  aut  in 
illam  convertitur ,  fed  aperit ,  attenuate  dividit.  Inte¬ 
rim  tamen ,  olea  nimis  folvendo ,  macilentiam  indue  ere 
potejl ;  ut  &  attenuations  nitnia  debilitatem  producit , 
&  laxitatem  nimiam.  Quare  &  Rachiticis  fcorbu- 
ticis  nocuiffe  vifum  :  cc  Sugar  diluted  by  the  natural 
juices  of  the  human  body  forms  a  kind  of  foapy 
lye,  which  didblves  oily  vifeous  matter  by  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  vital  powers  ;  hence  it  never  gene¬ 
rates  phlegm,  but  dilfolves  it ;  nor  does  it  aug- 
M  ment  the  bile,  neither  is  it  converted  into  it,  but 
opens,  attenuates,  and  incides.  Yet  its  oily  qua¬ 
lity  may,  by  overloofening  the  parts,  caule  a  lean- 
nels  of  body  •,  and  alfo  by  its  attenuant  proper¬ 
ty  it  may  bring  on  too  great  a  weaknefs,  and 
“  too  great  a  relaxation  ;  wherefore  it  has  been  ob- 
ferved  to  prove  injurious  both  to  the  ricketty  and 
4C  fcorbutic.”  He  a  little  before  had  faid,  Sine 
culpa  male  audit  Saccharum  quaft  noceret  hominum  fa - 
luti9  cum  nunquam  hoc  probatum  fuerit :  -f  u  that  he 
“  wrongly  heard  that  fugar  was  injurious  to  the 
*c  health  of  men,  but  that  it  had  never  been  proved.” 
If  too  great  a  quantity  of  it  be  taken,  it  perhaps 
Vol.  XVII.  G  g  may 

x  f  Elem.  Cherniy  Tom.  II.  p.  160.  f  Ibidem,  p.  159 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


450  The  Rickets.  Sefi.  1482. 

may  be  blamed  for  its  great  folvent  property.  I  re¬ 
member  to  have  read  of  Bernard  Cofter ,  *  a  famous 
counfellor  in  Holland,  who  led  a  fedentary  life,  yet 
lived'  very  foberly  but  loved  to  have  his  meat 
gild ‘drink  fo  much  fweetened,  that  he  alone  took  as 
much  lugar  as  was  fufficient  for  five  or  fix  other 
men  ;  yet  he  never  felt  any  naufeas,  or  any  bilious 
eru&ations  from  thence-,  neither  was  he  fubjed  to 
any  difeafes  whilft  he  lived,  but  having  pafled,  the 
age  of  ninety  years,  exhaufted  by  old  age  rather 
than  any  difeale,  was  found  dead  in  his  bed.  In 
another  author  many  examples  are  related  of  men 
who  ufed  great  quantities  of  fugar  and  honey,  f  and 
yet  lived  to  a  great  age.  • 

#  A  fond  mother  archly  fmiled  at  a  rnorofe  phyfi- 
cian  who  had  prefcribed  a  fmall  mixture,  among  the 
other  articles  of  which  was  one  ounce  of  fyrup, 
and  at  the  fame  time  ordered  her,  with  a  Hern  and 
grave  countenance,  not  to  give  the  lea  ft  particle  of 
fugar  to  the  patient  her  fon,  if  fhe  was  defirous  of 
preferving  his  life.  The  phyfician  had  forgot  that 
all  the  fyrups  in  the  apothecaries  fhops  contain  two 
third  parts  of  fugar.  -  • 

Health  is  much  more  evidently  perceived  to  have 
been  injured  in  thofe  perfons  who  weaken  their  bodies 
with  perpetual  drinking  of  aqueous  liquors ;  fuch  is 
the  very  bad  cuftom  which  prevails  amongft  the  Dutch, 
who  indulge  themfelves  1  in  a  fedentary  life,  and  all 
day  long  ufe  thofe  Afiatic  drinks,  made  of  the  ber¬ 
ries  of  coffee,  or  leaves  of  tea.  I  have  feen  fucb, 
yvho  for  the  year  round  drank  neither  cold  water, 
beer,  or  wine,  efpecially  when  Bontekbe ,  a  famous 
phyfician  formerly  in  Holland,  and  his  followers, 
had  filled  all  perfons  there  with  a  notion,  that  no 
remedy  could  be  more  ufeful  for  difeafes,  or  could 
more  effectually  preferve  health,  than  a  copious  ufe 
of  thefe  warm  drinks,  by  which  the  humours  of  the 
4  a  *  '  -  •..•••  1  -  *  body 

*  Hiftorifch  Verhaal,  &c.  in  de  Voorreeden. 
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body  are  rendered  extremely  fluid,  fo  that  they 
may  be  freely  moved  through  all  the  veflels.  Hence 
the  chlorofls,  abortions,  the  fluor  albus,  and  bad  la¬ 
bours  in  women  are  fo  frequent,  and  often  baffle  the 
fkill  of  the  phyflcian,  when  thefe  women,  hardly 
cured,  afrefh  indulge  themfelves  with  thefe  warm 
drinks,  and  fo  frequently  fuffer  a  relapfe.  But  asYugar 
has  falfely  acquired  an  ill  character  in  the  notions  of 
many  perfons,  I  have  known  feveral  who  entirely 
abftain  from  it,  or  at  leaft  ufe  it  but  very  fpa- 
ringly. 

Exhaufted  by  chronic  difeafes,  venery,  age.]  No¬ 
body  doubts  that  fuch  parents  beget  weak,  morbid, 
and  languid  children.  Hence  amongft  the  figns  of 
perfedt  health  are  reckoned  £  the  being  born  of 
found  robufl:  parents,  who  are  of  full  age,  and  rarely 
but  fervently  ufe  venery.  Lycurgus ,  who  fortified 
the  bodies  of  virgins  before  they  were  fuffered  to 
cohabit  with  men,  ordered,  that  the  new- married 
people  fhould  not  live  together,  but  privately,  and 
as  it  were  by  ftealth  only,  creep  into  one  another’s 
embraces,  fo  that  the  ad  of  venery  might  be  more 
rare  and  fervid.  Such  care  did  he  take  to  procure  a 
robufl:  and  warlike  pofterity.  It  plainly  appears 
what  kind  of  a  child  is  to  be  expected  from  decre- 
pid  parents,  and  alfo  from  thofe  who  in  the  vigour 
of  their  age,  exhaufted  by  a  libidinous  and  de~ 
jpraved  kind  of  life,  enter  into  the  married  ftate,  al¬ 
ready  old  and  impotent  before  they  have  arrived  to 
:he  age  of  thirty  years,  and  ftiamefully  deceive  the 
Deauteous  virgins  they  are  wedded  to. 

Particularly  by  the  venereal  difeafe.]  The  hiftory 
)f  the  venereal  difeafe,  which  is  at  large  difplayed 
n  the  preceding  chapter,  has  taught  us  what  a  mu!- 
iplicity  of  diforders  happen  from  this  filthy  difeafe 
0  the  genital  parts  of  both  fexes.  Now  if  it  be 
onfidered,  that  the  genital  humour  is  waffled  by  the 
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filthy  venereal  virus,  and  that  a  part  of  the  conta¬ 
gion  is  attra£fed  by  and  mixed  with  it,  it  will  be 
eafy  to  underftand  what  kind  of  a  progeny  mull  be 
expe&ed  by  the  republic  from  fuch  parents.  It  is 
certain,  that  infants  come  often  infedted  with  the 
Venereal  difeafe  from  their  mothers’  wombs.  Thefe 
infants,  when  delivered  to  their  nurfes,  infedt  thefe 
wretches,  and  they  their  hufbands  ;  mapy  inftances 
of  which  misfortune  have  been  already  recited. 
But  whether  fuch  infants  are  fooner  or  worfe  af¬ 
fected  by  the  rickets  than  others,  is  not  yet  tho¬ 
roughly  afeertained  ;  for  the  rickets,  as  will  hereafter 
appear,  is  a  different  difeafe  from  the  pox  ;  it  is 
alfo  more  eafily  cured,  and  requires  quite  a  diffe¬ 
rent  method  of  cure  :  be  tides,  infants  are  born  with 
the  venereal  difeafe,  but  not  with  the  rickets,  which 
never  or  very  feldom  begins  at  their  birth,  but  ufu- 
ally  manifefts  itfelf  at  fome  particular  time  after¬ 
wards.  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  the  rickets  may 
fucceed  a  congenial  Lues  ;  but  I  am  certain,  that 
infants  though  born  perfedtly  healthy  have  been 
feized  with  the  rickets,  although  no  trace  of  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe  had  ever  appeared  in  their  bodies,  nor 
any  figns  of  a  former  precedent  Lues  could  be  difeo- 
vered  in  their  parents. 

Thus,  fince  it  is  evident  that  the  venereal  difeafe 
and  frequent  gonorrheas  fometimes  fo  weaken  the 
organs  of  generation,  that  the  wretches  become  al- 
nioft  incapable  of  begetting  children,  it  feems  that 
it  may  be  concluded,  but  it  is  in  no  manner  certain, 
that  the  origin  of  the  rickets  may  alfo  be  derived 
from  thence  :  befides,  the  venereal  difeafe  is,  by  a 
whole  century,  more  antient  than  the  rickets.  It  may 
perhaps  be  true,  that  the  vices  of  the  parents  men¬ 
tioned  in  this  fe<5tion  may  pre-difpofe  the  infant 
to  fall  into  the  rickets  even  from  flight  caufes, 
which  thofe  endowed  with  firmer  bodies  are  capable 
6f  yanquifhing  by  their  own  ftrength.  » 
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But  how  much  the  laxative,  weak,  and  mucofe 
difpofition  of  the  mother’s  body  may  make  that  of 
the  child  tend  to  the  rickets,  may  be  learned  from 
the  following  obfervations.  *  A  celebrated  au¬ 
thor  treating  +  of  the  Ample  floor  albus,  un¬ 
mixed  with  any  venereal  acrimony,  &c.  fuch  as 
fo  often  occurs  in  lax,  delicate,  inactive  women, 
who  alfo  feed  upon  rich  diet,  fays,  that ,  fuch 
women,  if  not  entirely  cured  before  marriage,  will 
eafily  mifcarry  if  they  fhould  conceive.  When  abortion 
is  guarded  againfl:  by  a  proper  treatment,  that  the 
foetus  may  come  to  maturity,  he  has  remarked  as 
follows:  5 Vales  autem  fee  min  <£  pariunt  plerumqiie  in¬ 
fantes  craffos ,  pingues ,  robuflos ,  &  hi  tales  manent  per 
plures  menfes  ;  poftea  vero  emaciantur ,  \affi  fiunt  & 
membra  pendula  gerunt  \  tandem  fubfequitur  peffima 
Rachitis ,  qu<e  raro  hue  ufque  fanari  potuit :  u  But 
“  fuch  women  generally  bear  chubby,  fat,  and  ro- 
“  bud  children,  and  thefe  remain  fuch  for  many 
months,  but  afterwards  become  emaciated,  re- 
laxed,  and  their  limbs  hang'  pendulous  ;  at  length 
“  a  rickets  of  the  word  kind  follows,  which  as  yet 
cC  can  but  rarely  be  cured.’* 


SECT.  MCCCCLXXXIII. 


BU  T  if  the  nurfe  is  likewife  affetfled  by 
the  fame  evils,  the  difeafe  is  the  more 
increafed  in  the  child,  as  he  grows  too  haftily 
in  bulk. 


As  new-born  infants  almod  live  by  the  milk 
alone  fucked  from  the  breads,  it  plainly  appears, 
that  if  a  nurfe  in  whom  fuch  defects  occur,  as 

G  g  3  have 
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have  been  enumerated  in  the  preceding  fedion,  af¬ 
fords  nourifhment  to  the  infant  ;  then  this  nurfe 
fhould  be  changed,  that  a  flop  may  be  put  to  the 
invading  difeafe.  But  though  I  always  advife  mo¬ 
thers  to  fuckle  their  own  children  if  they  are 
healthy  women,  yet  in  this  cafe  I  would  prefer 
the  milk  of  another  found  robuft  woman  to  that  of 
the  mother,  if  fhe  leads  an  inadive  luxurious  4ife, 
is  weak  of  body,  and  alfo  totally  difturbed  in  mind 
from  any  flight  caufe.  The  rickets  ofteneft  invades 
the  children  of  the  rich  ;  hence  a  fkilful  and  pru¬ 
dent  phyfician  can  chufe  the  beft  from  amongfl 
many  others  who  offer :  which  fubjed  has  been  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  chapter  of  the  difeafes  of  infants .  But 
as  the  rickets  ufually  attacks  children  later ;  it  is 
often  time  to  wean  it  before  the  commencing  dif¬ 
eafe  makes  a  great  progrefs ;  for  it  goes  on  but 
(lowly,  and  is  not  fo  foon  known  in  the  beginning, 
by  t foe  common  people  at  leaft. 
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SECT.  MCCCCLXXXIV. 

CHIEFLY  if  the  child  is  kept  too  cool 
and  wet ;  if  it  is  fed  with  watery, 
mucilaginous,  unripe  fruit,  fiflh,  unfermented, 
mealy,  and  fugared  aliments ;  if  it  has  a  long 
time  laboured  under  an  autumnal  intermitting 

fever,  a  chronic,  or  acute  difeafe  ;  if  it  has 

1  * 

been  ill  cured  of  any  fort  of  fcurf,  ulcers, 
St.  Anthony's  fire,  or  the  itch,  or  the  fame 
have  been  improperly  fuppreffed  ;  if  it  has 
been  enervated  by  warm  bathing,  fomenta¬ 
tions,  liniments,  ointments,  or  mold  vapours j 
if  it  is  continually  kept  fitting  ftill  in  ah  open- 
bottomed  chair  with  the  lower  parts  of  its 
body  naked. 

/  t  ;<  l  ;  ;  ;  .  ,y„ 

The  circumftances  which  are  often  obferved  to  pre¬ 
cede  the  commencement  of  the  rickets,  and  which 
remarkably  augment  that  difeafe  when  prefent,  are 
now  to  be  confiderecL  '  ... 

If  kept  too  cool  and  wet.]  Over*moifl  air  loofens, 
difiblves,  and  weakens  the  fibres  ;  fuch  air  affects 
the  lungs  on  account  of  their  perpetual  refpiration  ; 
it  retains,  increafes,  and  accumulates  the  ferum  of 
the  lungs,  and  prevents  their  perfpiration.  *  But 
as  the  aerial  cellules  of  the  lungs  would,  if  unra¬ 
velled,  by  far  exceed  the  whole  fuperficies  of  the 
body  in  extenfion  *,  hence  the  perfpiration  by  the 
lungs  is  exceflively  great.  Now  if  cold  fhould  be 
joined  to  a  moift  air,  a  ferous  defiuxion  is  to  be 
feared  both  in  the  lungs  and  in  the  cavities  of  the 
•  thorax  ;  as  has  more  fully  been  laid  in  the  chapter 

G  g  4  wherein 
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wherein  the  dropfy  of  the  breaft  was  treated  of. 
This  feems  to  be  one  of  thofe  caufes  why  diforders  of 
the  breaft  fo  often  accompany  the  rickets. 

Whence  it  alfo  happens,  that  this  difeafe  not  only 
attacks  the  cradles  of  gentlemen,  but  alfo  vifits  the 
hovels  of  the  laborious  poor,  who,  through  want, 
cannot  warm  their  rooms,  nor  keep  their  infants’ 
clouts  properly  dried.  Now  if  thefe  wretches  are 
obliged  to  live  in  moift,  damp  places,  an  increafe 
of  the  complaints  muft  enfue.  It  will  hereafter, 
where  the  cure  of  this  difeafe  will  be  treated  of, 
appear  how  ferviceable  a  dry  and  warm  air  is  ^  for 
if  heat  be  conjoined  with  humidity,  every  thing  loon 
tends  to  putrefaction,  and  threatens  almoft  certain 
deftruCtion. 

If  fed  with  watery,  mucilaginous,  unripe  fruit, 
&c.]  For  all  thefe  relax,  debilitate,  weaken,  and 
in  the  end  enervate  the  aCtion  of  the  organs  of  di- 
geftion.  It  fpontaneoufty  appears,  that  fuch  per¬ 
nicious  food  can  only  take  place  in  more  adult  chil¬ 
dren,  as  the  nurle’s  milk  is  fufficient  for  the  younger. 
Some  poor  women  indeed  ulually  give  a  pap  of 
flour  and  milk  now  and  then  to  their  fucking  chil¬ 
dren,  particularly  to  fuch  as  are  almoft  ftarved,  and 
even  cram  the  poor  creatures  fometimes,  trying  to 
appeafe  every  cry  of  the  infant  by  offering  it  a 
fpoonful  of  this  pap ;  but  as  the  clammy  nature  of 
the  flour  is  not  thinned  by  a  previous  fermentation, 
as  in  making  of  bread,  the  whole  abdomen  foon 
becomes  infarcted  with  a  glutinous  matter,  and  fwells  *, 
fa  that  the  infants  miferably  langiflfh.  The  ufe  of 
fifli  is  therefore  particularly  condemned,  becaufe  that 
it  follows  its  own  nature  in  weak  habits,  and  eafily 
grows  putrid  :  befldes,  there  is  in  many  kinds  of  fifh 
a  quantity  of  oil,  which  being  eafiy  rendered  acrid 
and  rancid,  may  prove  remarkably  injurious. 

The  ufe  of  fugar  was  .mentioned  in  SeCt.  1482, 
yet  Glijfon  *  has  thus  remarked  :  Obfervatum  eft ,  j 

'  hu 
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hoc  morbo  labor  antes  dulcia ,  ut  fyrupos ,  to  bellaria 
multoque  faccharo  aut  melle  condita ,  pueris, 

in  delitiis  ejfe  folent ,  averfari :  “  It  has  been  ob- 
“  ferved,  that  children  who  labour  under  this  dif- 
6t  eale  detefb  all  lweet  things,  fuch  as  lyrups  and. 

“  fweatmeats  made  up  with  much  honey  or  fugar, 

“  of  which  other  children  are  ufually  fo  fond."  He 
feems  to  doubt  whether  thefe  perhaps  may  not  be 
offenfive  to  them,  becaufe  they  thicken  the  hu¬ 
mours.  An  highly  faturated  folution  of  fugar, 
namely,  fyrup,  has  a  glutinous  fubitance  in  it  ;  but 
if  a  fourth  part  only  of  water  be  added  to  the  fyrup, 
it  immediately  runs,  and  lofes  its  vifcofity  :  thus 
fugar, .  as  was  before  faid,  diiTolves  and  attenuates, 
but  thickens  not. 

If  the  child  has  laboured  under  an  intermitting 
autumnal  fever,  &c,]  That  fuch  diforders  by  de¬ 
bilitating  the  bodies  of  infants  may  pre-difpofe 
them  to  the  rickets  feems  very  probable  ;  and  it  even 
feems  that  this  has  induced  phylicians  not  to  believe 
that  the  rickets  was  a  new  difeafe,  but  that  it  had 
always  infefted  mankind,  though  under  another 
name  ;  as  the  abdomen  in  young  children  was  ob¬ 
served  to  fwell  after  long  fevers,  and  chronic  dif- 
eafes,  and  the  fame  is  alfo  likewife  cuftomary  in  rick- 
etty  children. 

But  I  have  by  many  circumftances  endeavoured 
to  demonftrate,  in  Sed.  1480,  that  Sydenham,  that 
moft  excellent  judge  in  diftinguifhing  difeafes,  has 
fet  a  wide  difference  between  a  tumour  of  the  belly, 
which  ufually  follows  long  fevers  in  young  children, 
and  that  which  accompanies  the  rickets  ;  for  he  thus 
fpeaks  of  this  matter  ;  *  Obfervatu  non  indignum  eft , 
quod,  cum  febres  autumnales  teneram  atatem  diu  cru- 
ciarint ,  nulla  fpes  fit  eafdem  abigendi,  donee  abdotninis 
regio,  circa  lienem  prtecipue,  indurari  atque  tumefieri 
oc  caper  it ;  iisdem  enim  gradibus ,  quibus  hoc  fymptoma 
fupervenerit ,  febris  etiam  fugam  meditatur.  Neque 

forte  x 
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forte  ex  meliori  prognoftico  aliquo  morbum  hunc  brevi 
abiturum  dixeris ,  quam  fi  feduia  obfervatione  fuboriri 
hoc  fymptoma  perfpexeris :  “  It  is  worth  obierving, 
«  that  when  children  have  been  long  afflicted  with 
46  autumnal  intermittents,  there  is  no  hopes  of  van- 
quisling  the  difeafe  till  the  abdomen,  efpecially 
«  that  part  of  it  near  the  fpleen,  fwells  and  grows 
“  hard  *,  the  diftemper  abating  in  the  fame  degree, 
<c  as  this  fymptom  manifefts  itfelf.  Nor  can  we 
perhaps  more  certainly  foretell  that  the  difeafe 
*c  will  go  off  in  a  fhort  time,  than  by  carefully  at- 
iC  tending  to  the  fvvelling  of  the  abdomen  in  chil- 
cc  dren.”  He  alfo  fays,  that  when  thefe  autumnal 
fevers  gain  a  predominancy,  thefe  tumours  then 
tangentis  digitum  non  aliter  feriunt,  quam  fi  materiam 
aliquant  contingent  in  fchirrum  induratam ,  cum  qui 
aliis  annis ,  fimili  licet  T§o<p*<ru,  contingit ,  taftum  it  a 
afficit ,  ceu  tenfio  tantum  foret  hypochondriorum  a  fub- 
jettis  fiatibus  :  cc  appear  to  the  touch  as  if  the  vifcera 
“  contained  matter  hardened  into  a  fchirrus,  which 
«  in  other  years  yield  to  the  touch,  as  if  the  hypo- 
£C  chondria  were  only  diftended  by  wind.”  We  alfo 
read  in  the  abridgment  which  Sydenham  wrote  *  for 
the  ufe  of  his  fon,  where  he  enumerates  the  diag- 
noftic  figns  of  the  rickets,  Abdominis  repletio ,  hy¬ 
pochondriorum  tenfio  :  u  a  repletion  of  the  abdomen, 
“  a  tendon  of  the  hypochondria.” 

If  it  has  been  ill  cured  of  any  fort  of  fcurf,  ul¬ 
cers,  St. ^Anthony’s  fire,  &c.]  In  young  children 
the  fkin  is  often  corroded  by  an  acrid  lerum,  and 
the  hairy  fkin  of  the  head  is  more  frequently  thus 
affedted,  which  begins  to  grow  moift,  with  an 
itching  •,  whence  the  child  continually  rubs  its  head 
againft  the  bolder  of  the  bed,  or  fome  other  foft 
thing.  As  in  the  beginning  of  fuch  a  diforder, 
a  fouriffl  and  very  difagreeable  fmell  is  perceived 
from  the  humour  ;  hence  fome  would  have  fuch 
eruptions  of  the  fkin  to  be  called  Acores.  The  fkin 

after- 
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afterwards  begins  to  grow  red,  and  becomes  as  it 
were  granulated,  then  it  is  called  Herpes  miliaris  ; 
becaufe  the  evil  fpreads  and  ftands  prominent  in  the 
fkin  like  fo  many  feeds  of  millet.  Others  called  it 
Herpes  ficofus,  becaufe  that  in  a  fig  when  cut  open 
fome  little  round  feeds  appear  like  thofe  little  fwel- 
lings  in  the  fkin.  The  flux  of  ferous  humours  is 
then  increafed,  and  foon  grows  into  foetid  crufts, 
which  fome  times  become  very  thick  and  are  pierced 
with  manjfr  little  holes,  which  {till  afford  a  paf- 
fage  for  the  vifcid  humours  ;  that  begin  to  adhere 
every  where  to  the  fcab,  and  augment  the  thick- 
nefs  of  it  :  at  length  the  ferous  humour,  difeharged 
by  the  fkin,  is  collected  under  thefe  fcabs,  putrifies, 
and  corrodes  the  fkin  ;  and  thefe  fcabs  degenerate 
into  deep  ulcers,  which  difcharge  a  mod  foetid  acri¬ 
monious  fanies,  which  deftroys  the  fkin  as  moths 
do  a  garment  *,  whence  it  is  ufually  called  tinea.  I 
have  upon  another  occafion,  in  Sed.  586,  faid,  that 
I  preferred  the  bones  of  a  child’s  head  which  were 
eaten  quite  through  by  this  fanies,  and  though  cleaned, 
exhaled  the  fame  ftench  for  many  months  after, 
which  feemed  intolerable  to  all  who  faw  this  mife- 
rable  infant  in  its  life-time. 

.  Every  body  knows  how  difficult  the  cure  of  this 
diforder  is,  when  it  arrives  to  fuch  a  degree  that  the 
bones  of  the  head  already  become  affeded  by  it, 
and  what  fatal  effeds  are  to  be  feared'  if  the  dif¬ 
charge  of  this  acrid  fanies  is  imprudently  fup- 
prefted. 

That  this  is  particularly  injurious  to  young  chil¬ 
dren  who  are  inclined  to  the  rickets  is  teftified  by 
Glijfon .  *  Ad  quod  intempejlivam  impetiginis  aut 
fcabiei  fupprejfionem  fequatur ,  ut  frequenter  obferva - 
vimus ,  quando ,  rurfus  erumpente  f cable ,  atque  pruritu 
ex cit at 0,  indeque  audio  in  externis  membris  calore , 
tales pueros facile  rejlitutos  vidimus :  “  As  to  thefe’ 
“  evils  which  follow  an  untimely  fuppreffion  of  the 

a  itch? 
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cc  itch,  ring-worms,  or  any  other  cutaneous  erup- 
<c  tions,  as  I  have  frequently  obferved,  when  the 
eruptions  break  out  again,  and  an  itching  is 
cc  caufed,  and  thereby  the  heat  is  increafed  in  the 
*c  external  parts  of  the  body,  we  fee  fuch  children 
eafily  reftored  to  health.”  Which  he  alfo  after 
con  firms  in  another  place,  *  where  he  collects  the 
prognoftic  figns  Scabies  &  puftulrf  in  cute ,  pruri - 
tufve  huic  morbo  fupervenientes ,  ad  curam  ejufdem 
-multum  conferunt :  “  Scabs  and  puftukfc  upon  the 
<c  fkin  with  an  itching,  in  this  difeafe,  are  very 
conducive  to  its  cure.” 

If  weakened  by  warm  baths,  fomentations,  lini¬ 
ments,  ointments,  &c.]  It  will  appear  from  the 
following  obfervations,  that  in  the  rickets  all  the 
folid  parts  of  the  body  are  foftened  and  relaxed, 
without  even  excepting  the  very  bones,  whilll  the 
fluids  alfo  degenerate  into  an  una&ive,  flimy,  frigid, 
cacochymy.  Now  if  the  things  above  recited  in 
the  text  are  for  a  long  time  continued,  they  render 
the  body  of  a  found  infant  very  flaccid,  and  weaken 
it,  and  fo  bring  on  a  difpofition  which  favours  this 
difeafe,  and  if  this  difpofition  is  already  in  the  body 
they  foon  increafe  it :  but  it  will  appear,  where  the 
cure  of  this  difeafe  will  be  treated  of,  that  remedies 
the  reverfe  to  thefe  are  profitable,  namely,  a  dry 
and  warm  air,  dry  comfortable  warm  clothing,  dry 
fridtions,  &c.  .  -  " 

If  it  perpetually  fits  ftill  in  an  open-bottomed 
chair.]  Nothing  can  be  more  injurious  to.ricketty 
children,  or  fuch  as  are  inclined  to  this  difeafe,  than 
to  be  obliged  to  fit  conftantly  in  fuch  open-bot¬ 
tomed  chairs.  This  cuftom  takes  place  in  many 
places,  particularly  amongft  people  in  low  circum- 
ftances.  It  is  convenient  to  the  mothers,  that 
they  may  apply  themfelves  to  their  domeflic  la¬ 
bours,  and  take  care  of  the  reft  of  their  families ; 
and  thus  the  fouling  of  a  great  many  clouts  is  alfo 

'  Pre’ 
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prevented.  To  this  end  the  children  are  made  to 
fit  with  the  lower  parts  of  their  bodies  naked,  in  an 
Open- bottomed  chair  which  is  all  round  clofed  up 
to  keep  out  the  cold  from  the  naked  parts.  The 
trunk  of  the  body,  the  head,  and  upper  extremi¬ 
ties  projed  through  a  hole  made  in  the  top  of  this 
machine,  upon  which  rattles  and  toys  are  laid,  that 
the  child  may  divert  itfelf  and  remain  contentedly 
fhut  up  thus  for  feveral  hours,  without  hindering  its 
mother  from  doing  her  bufinefs  by  its  cries.  In 
winter-time  the  child  is  placed  with  its  feet  to  the 
fire,  that  it  may  not  grow  cold  ;  thus  the  inferior 
parts  of  the  trunk  and  lower  extremities  are  perpe¬ 
tually  in  a  warm  air,  filled  with  the  vapours  that 
exhale  from  the  body  of  the  infant,  and  its  urine 
and  excrements  accumulated  in  a  receptacle  placed 
underneath  for  that  purpofe  :  moreover,  as  the  rick¬ 
ets  alfo  in  its  beginning  creates  a  defire  of  fitting 
ftill,  the  children  fit  quietly  almofl  the  whole  day 
long  in  this  machine,  and  when  they  are  taken 
from  thence,  a  filthy  flench  is  every  where  diftufed 
around,  which  the  poor  little  creatures  mufl  breathe 
in  :  hence  it  plainly  appears,  that  all  the  evils  at¬ 
tending  ricketty  children  are  increafed  even  from 

his  caufe  alone. 
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H  E  commencement  of  this  difeafe  is 

j[  known  in  thofe  who  cannot  yet  walk  : 
1  ft,  By  their  age.  2dly,  By  the  precedent 
caufes.  3<ily,  By  the  brothers,  or  fifters  being 
affe&ed  with  the  fame  diforder.  4thly,  By  a 
flaccid  tumour  of  the  head  and  face.  5thly, 
By  the  loofenefs  of  the  fkin.  6thly,  By  the 
fwelling  of  the  abdomen.  7thly,  By  the 
leannefs  of  all  other  parts,  particularly  of  the 
mufcles*  8th!y,  By  the  protuberance  of  the 
epiphyfes  of  the  joints  of  the  wrifts,  elbows, 
fhoulders,  knees,  and  ankles.  Qthly,  by  the 
largenefs  of  the  jugular  arteries  and  veins, 
while  all  the  others  grow  lefs  confpicuous 
and  flat. 

It  is  neceffary  to  fearch  out  thofe  figns  which  de- 
monftrate  the  commencement  of  this  difeafe,  that  a 
fafe  and  effectual  remedy  may  be  immediately  ap¬ 
plied,  left  the  difeafe  fhouid  increafe.  For,  ceteris 
faribus ,  difeafes  are  the  more  eafiiy  cured  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  they  are  more  or  lefs  recent.  But  as  was 
laid  in  Se6t.  1481,  the  difeafe  may  begin  at  different 
times  of  life  ;  hence  let  us  treat  of  the  figns  of-^an 
incipient  rickets,  in  children  who  cannot  as  yet  go 
alone.  \ 

1  ft.  This  matter  has  been  already  mentioned. 

2d.  And  the  figns  have  been  alfo  enumerated, 
which  might  be  obferved  in  parents  and  nurfes,  as 
well  &s  tftole  which  occur  in  the  infant  itfelf. 

■*  '  .  c  1  \  ■  S'  •  •  ’ 
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3d.  In  a  medical  difpute,  which,  in  1754,  the  fa¬ 
mous  J.  Peter  Buckner  held  at  Strafburgh,  concerning 
the  perfect  and  imperfect  rickets,  we  read  *  of  eleven 
ricketty  children  born  of  the  fame  mother,  who  was 
troubled  with  the  king’s  evil,  and  whofe  face  denoted 
her  to  be  an  old  barren  woman  at  the  age  of  forty- 
years,  fo  that  a  phyfician  was  aflonifhed  to  hear  her 
complain  of  the  irregularity  of  her  menfes.  It 
often  happens,  that  many,  though  not  all,  in  the 
fame  family,  labour  under  the  rickets,  as  it  hap¬ 
pened  in  this  rare  cafe ;  but  as  the  father  was  always 
remarkably  healthy,  both  before  and  as  long  as  he 
begat  children,  the  king’s  evil  alone,  with  which  the 
mother  was  afflicted,  may  be  reckoned  amongft  the 
predifponent  caufes  of  this  difeafe.  (See  Sect.  1482.) 
For  there  can  be  no  evident  fufpicion  of  the  other 
caufes  recited  in  the  fame  place,  as  this  married  cou¬ 
ple,  who  led  a  laborious  life,  are  to  be  numbered 
among  thofe  who  earn  a  livelihood  by  hard  labour. 

Such  cafes  have  not,  without  fome  appearance  of 
reafon,  raifed  a  fufpicion  whether  the  rickets  may 
not  pafs  from  one  to  another  by  means  of  contagion. 
For  this  difeafe,  undelcribed  by  the  antients,  firft 
^invaded  the  weftern  parts  of  England,  and  in  a  few 
years  that  whole  kingdom,  and  afterwards  was  alfo 
difperfed  through  other  countries. 

1  have,  upon  another  occafon,  remarked,  in  Sect. 
1382,  that  difeafes  may  be  bred  in  a  man  from  ma- 
nifeft  caufes,  of  which  caufes  thefe  difeafes  may  be 
the  effects ;  and  yet  the  body  of  the  fick  perfon  be 
fo  changed  by  thofe  difeafes,  that  he,  by  contagion, 
may  infect  other  men  who  were  not  expofed  to  thefe 
manifett  caufes  through  which  the  Tick  perfon  con¬ 
tracted  the  difeafe  himfelf.  A  contagion  is  therefore 
bred  in  the  human  body  in  that  time  when  the  difeafe 
produced  in  it  without  contagion  is  prefent,  and  the 

difeafe 


*  Difputat.  ad  Morbor.  Hiftor.  oper^  Hajleri,  Tom.  VI.  pag. 
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difeafe  may  be  widely  fpread  abroad  by  this  conta¬ 
gion  when  once  bred.  I  have  endeavoured  to  ex¬ 
plain  this  matter  by  many  arguments  in  another 
place. 

And  the  following  proofs  may  perhaps  increafe 
the  fufpicion  that  the  rickets  are  contagious  :  A  ce¬ 
lebrated  profeffcr  of  the  art  of  furgery  at  Flo¬ 
rence,-!'  opened  the  body  of  a  gentleman’s  child,  two 
years  of  age,  which  died  of  the  rickets  ;  having  re¬ 
moved  the  llernum,  he  found  the  lungs  entirely  co¬ 
vered  with  white  lamellae  of  an  irregular  figure, 
each  of  the  bignefs  of  the  piece  of  coin  called  a 
Julius ,  fomewhat  of  a  polypous  fubftance,  loofely 
adhering  to  the  lungs;  lb  that  home  of  thefe  la¬ 
mellae  fpontaneoufiy  dropped  into  the  cavity  of  the 
thorax. 

A  man  famous  in  our  art,  and  known  by  his 
moft  ufeful  obfervations,  (|  found  a  large  collection 
of  purulent  matter  in  one  cavity  or  another  of  the 
bodies  of  thofe  who  died  of  contagious  fevers.  He 
found  nothing  but  what  was  natural  in  the  abdomen 
of  a  man  who  died,  in  eleven  days,  of  a  yellow  fe¬ 
ver,  except  that  the  bile  was  thicker  and  more  gru- 
mous  than  natural ;  but  there  was  a  quantity  of  yel¬ 
low  water  in  the  left  fide  of  the  thorax,  wherein 
fwam  fome  large  pieces  of  yellow  fcabs  or  glue, 
which  perfectly  refembled  the  pellicle  which  co¬ 
vers  the  blood  when  drawn  by  venefe&ion  from  the 
arm.  Thefe  lamellae  refembled  a  membranous  fub- 
ftance  beginning  to  be  converted  into  a  purulent 
jelly.  Similar  laminae  covered  over  the  internal  and 
external  fuperficies  of  the  pleura,  and  the  external 
membrane  of  the  lungs,  loofely  adhering  in  fome 
places,  and  more  firmly  in  others. 

Therefore  as  thefe  lamellae,  above  deferibed,  were 
found  in  a  difeafe  which  was  manifeftly  contagious, 

in 

f  Anton.  Benevoli  DiffertaaiOni  &  offervazioni,  &c.  pag.  246, 
247.  ||  James  Lind’s  two  papers  on  fevers  an $  infe&io;is,  pag. 

95,  96. 
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in  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  and  on  the  fuperficies  of 
the  pleura  and  lungs  ;  and  as  fimilar  ones  are  found 
in  the  dead  bodies  of  ricketty  children^  feme  fufpicion 
may  at  lead  be  harboured,  whether  the  rickets  does 
not  alfo  propagate  itfelf  by  contagion.  The  ob- 
fervations,  made  in  §.  1409,  may  alio  be  feen,  where 
the  contagion  of  epidemical  difeafes  was  treated  of,  and 
it  was  demonflrated,  that  a  common  caufe  adhering  in 
the  air  might  poffibly  produce  epidemical  difeafes* 
and,  indeed,  of  a  bad  kind  too,  fo  as  to  affedt  many 
perfons  at  the  fame  time,  and  Hill  not  pafs  from  one 
man  to  another  by  a  communicated  contagion. 

Gliffon  in  his  difputes  concerning  this  matter, 
feems  not  to  have  been  very  diftant  from  a  fufpicion 
of  contagion,  faying  :  Forte  eqiiidcm  nonnullam  levi - 
ufculam  inclinationem  alter  i  cor  port  pojfit  imprimere ; 
imo  inter  dum  ipfam  forte  morbi  invajionem  in  corpore 
injigniter  ad  eum  pr^difpejito  accekret  aut  promoveat ; 
ntque  tamen  propter ea  nomen  morbi  propria  contagioji 
mereatiir :  “  Indeed  it  perhaps  may  imprefs  fome 
(light  inclination  upon  another  body^  nay  perhaps 
accelerate  or  promote,  in  a  body  remarkably  pre- 
difpofed  thereto,  the  very  invafiori  of  the  difeafe  ; 
and  yet  not  properly  merit  the  name  of  a  contagions 
difeafe He  afterwards,  inquiring  induftrioufly 
into  this  matter,  frequently  obferved,  Pueros ,  fete 
eocetaneos ,  feu  pr  ope  coataneos,  in  iisdem  re  dibus  enu- 
tritos *  quorum  unus  aut  alter  hoc  morbo  afflidlus  fuerity 
dum  alius  aut  plures  eorum  minime  labor arent.  Imo 
mvirnus  pueros ,  non  tantum  communibus  redibus ,  ajjidu- 
bque  mutua  focietate  gaudentes ,  fed  quo t idle  communi 

inenfa  &  ledto  utentes ,  quorum  alter  hoc  malo  affedlus 
focium  convidlus  &  concubitus  nullo  modo  infee erit : 
quod  fane  vix  videtur  contingere  potuiffe  in  morbo  pro- 
prie  contagiofo.  46  Children  of  equal  ages,  or  there- 
44  abouts,  nurfed  in  the  fame  houfe  together,  one  or 
“  other  of  whom  had  been  infedled  with  this  difeafe, 
Vc*.  XVII.  H  h  *4  w7hilft 

*  De  Raehitide,  Cap,  xvi.  pag.  183 ,  &  fe<p 
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“  whilft  the  reft  of  them  were  entirely  free  from  it, 
tc  Nay,  I  have  known  children  who  not  only  lived 
“  together  in  the  fame  houfe,  were  conftant  playfel- 
“  lows,  and  companions  at  bed  and  board  alfo,  yet 
“  though  one  of  thefe  was  affedted  with  this  difeafe* 
<c  he  by  no  means  infedted  his  playfellows,  or  bed- 
“  fellows  j  which  truly  could  fcarce  poftibly  happen 
“  in  cale  the  difeaie  was  actually  contagious.” 

In  the  king  of  France’s  trealury  of  natural  curio- 
fities,  deferibed  by  thofe  eminent  naturalifts  Buffon, 
and  An  bent  on ,  ^  whole  writings  will  be  admired  by 
late  pofterity,  a  kind  of  dog  is  deferibed  and  deline¬ 
ated  ;  which  on  account  of  his  low  ftature  is  called 
Bajfet ;  though  his  length  of  body  is  very  remark¬ 
able.  Sometimes  a  deformity  is  found  in  the  fkele- 
ton  of  thefe  dogs,  in  the  bones  of  the  fore  extremi¬ 
ties,  and  then  they  are|  called  Crooked  Jhanks  :  A  fi¬ 
ns  il  a  r  defedt  is  obierved  at  the  ends  of  the  bones  of 
ricketty  children.  No  deformity  appears  in  the  other 
bones  or  iuch  fkeleton  ;  nor  is  there  any  diforder  ob¬ 
ierved  in  the  fubftance  of  thofe  bones' drat  are  de¬ 
formed,  but  they  are  perfectly  found ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  fubftance  of  the  bones  of  ricketty  chil¬ 
dren,  manifeftly  degenerates  from  its  natural  ftate. 
Hence  the  celebrated  Aubenton  doubts,  whether  the 
firft  dog  of  this  fpecies  had  not  ftrft.  laboured  un¬ 
der  a  kind  of  rickets,  which  might  have  given  rife 
to  that  deformity;  and  afterwards  the  difeafe  by 
degrees  vaniftiing,  the  effedl  remained,  and  the 
deformity  of  the  bones  was  thus  transferred  to  po¬ 
fterity  by  hereditary  right.  Nay,  he  even  feems  to* 
believe,  that  infants,  born  of  ricketty  parents,  may 
convey  the  fame  deformity  of  body  for  a  long  feries 
of  generations ;  the  deformity  ft  ill  remaining  after 
the  difeafe  is  cured  :  but,  to  the  beft  of  my  know¬ 
ledge,  this  has  not  been  yet  obferved-  in  the.  human 
fpecies.. 

f  Hiftoire  natur.  generate  &  particuliere,  Tom.  f.  pag,  300 
301.  Tab.  35,  &  5U  T  4  % 
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4th.  It  is  obferved,  in  ail  who  are  ricketty,  that 
the  head  is  bigger  than  natural,  and  the  face  more 
fwelled  than  it  ought  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  other 
parts  of  the  body  ;  the  face  often  looks  fufficiently 
florid,  but  is  always  flabby  alfo.  Thofe  who  would 
have  it,  that  the  rickets  was  known  by  the  antient 
phyficians,  though  defcrjbed  under  another  name, 
believed  that  it  was  concealed  in  their  writings  under 
the  title  of  Hydrocephalus,  “  watery  head,  ”  and 
have  endeavoured  to  prove  it  from  the  magnitude  of 
the  head,  which  always  accompanies  this  difeafe.  It 
is  certain,  that  ricketty  children  have  fometimes  an 
'hydrocephalus  ;  but  in  many  more  the  head  is  bigger 
than  natural,  though  it  contains  net  the  leaf!  quan¬ 
tity  of  hydropic  ferum :  befides,  thofe  who  labour 
under  the  hydrocephalus  become  foolifh,  flupid,  and 
forgetful,  whilft  the  quantity  of  extravafated  fluid 
increafes  ;  on  the  contrary,  as  will  appear  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fe&ion,  ricketty  children  are  diflinguifhed 
from  others  of  the  fame  age  by  their  fliarpnefs  of 
wit,  and  free  exercife  of  their  fenfes. 

All  authors,  who  have  written  of  this  difeafe, 
have  mentioned  this  increafed  magnitude  of  the 
head ;  nay,  Gliflbn  *  teftifies,  that  he  had  found  this 
increafed  bulk  of  the  head  in  all  bodies  he  had  hi¬ 
therto  examined  of  children  who  died  of  this  difeafe, 
except  in  one  only,  who,  together  with  this  difeafe, 
had  a  fuppuration  of  the  lungs,  and  died  of  a  con- 
fumption  ;  but  he  alfo  had  a  large  head,  and  full 
face,  during  almoft  the  whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe. 
But  fourteen  days  before  his  death,  the  flefhy  parts 
of  his  head  fell  away,  and  his  face  became  fo  meagre 
and  withered,  that  all  his  relations  were  aftonifhed 
at  fuch  a  fudden  change  in  him. 

5th.  And  this  is  perpetually  obferved :  for  as  the 
ftiufcular  flefh  in  the  body  and  limbs  is  decreafed  in 
bulk,  and  confumed,  as  if  it  were  by  an  atrophy, 

H  h  2  therefore, 

*  De  Rachitide,  Cap,  ii,  pag,  io„ 
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therefore,-  cutis  univerfa ,  turn,  vera ,  membranes 

car  no  fa  &  adipofa ,  fiaccida  &  quafi  pendula ,  laxaque 
inftar  chirotheca ,  apparet ,  z7#  wa/w  plus  carnium 
Cas  continere  poJJ'e  putes  *  :  “  The  whole  (kin,  as  well 
46  as  the  flefhy  and  adipofe  membrane,  appears  flabby, 
-<c  and,  as  it  were,  pendulous  and  lax,  in  the  manner 
'*c  of  a  glove ;  fo  that  a  perfon  would  imagine  it  could 
“  contain  much  more  flefh^9>  Nay,  the  flaccid  body 
grows  not  fliff  after  death  ;  nor  does  it  immediately 
lofe  its  innate  heat,  as  other  dead  bodies  ufually 
do  f. 

6th.  The  abdomen  always  fwelis  either  more  or 
lefs  ;  the  fat  is  indeed  confumed,  and  the  plumpnefs 
of  the  mufcles  wafles  away,  yet  the  abdomen  flicks 
out.  Gliffon  j  has  prudently  remarked  this,  where  he 
relates  the  appearances  obferved  in  the  dead  bodies 
of  ricketty  children  before  diiTehtion.  Abdomen  ex- 
terius  qiiidem ,  refpediu  nempe  partium  continentium * 
macrum  eft%  interius  vero ,  refpefiu  partium  contenta - 
turn,  nonnihil  prominens  &  tumidiufculum  fentitur : 
64  Indeed  the  outfide  of  the  abdomen,  with  refpe<5l 

to  its  containing  parts,  is  lean  but  the  infide  of 
•  *4  it,  with  refpect  to  its  contained  parts,  feels  fome- 
64  what  prominent  and  fwelledd* 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  a  tumour  of  the  abdo¬ 
men  often  happens  in  young  children,  though  they 
are  not  ricketty.  For  after  they  have  cut  their  firft 
teeth,  they  are  very_  ravenous  ;  and  the  parents  are 
delighted  to  fee  them  greedily  devour  what  is  given 
■  them  to  eat,  though  even  hard  and  of  an  indigefli- 
-  foie  nature  hoping  from  thence  that  their  flrengtfo 
©f  body  will  in  future  be  remarkable.  Mothers* 
often  over-fludious  to  forward  the  growth  of  their  chil¬ 
dren,  fluff  them  with  flour*  pap,  or  pudding  made 
of  flour ;  fo  that  fometimes  their  bellies  and  inte- 
flines  are  found  diflended  after  death.  In  fuch  cafes* 

cathartics* 

*'  De  Rachitide,  Cap.  ii.  pag.  io.  f  Difputai:.  ad  morbor. 
liiftor.  opera  Halleri,  Torn.  vi.  pag..  287.  4  De  Rachitide, 

Gap.  ii.  pag.  1 1.  &  Cap,  xxkpag..  270, 
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cathartics,  to  expel  this  coile&ed  filth,  ufed  with 
prudence,  prove  of  vaft  fervice;  as  alfo  after  long- 
fufFered  fevers,  autumnal  or  intermitting,  when  the 
abdomen  fwells,  as  was  before  faid  in  §.  1480.  But 
the  iwelling  of  the  abdomen,  in  ricketty  children,  i$ 
different  *,  and  therefore  it  was  then  remarked,  that 
Sydenham  would  not  have  phyficians  copioully  ufe 
purging  medicines  in  the  rickets,  as  one  or  two  purr 
ges  were  fufficient. 

Gliflon  *,  upon  examining  the  dead  bodies  of 
ricketty  children,  thus  teflifies  :  Hepar  in  omnibus  a 
nobis  diJfeUis  jufto  majus ,  alias  autem  non  male  -color a*, 
turn,  neque  valde  induratam ,  aliove  aliquo  notabili  vitio 
contamimtnm:  “  The  liver,  in  all  I  have  differed, 
is  greater  than  it  fhould  be,  but  otherwife  is  not 
of  a  bad  colour,  nor  greatly  indurated  -,  or,  in 
“  other  refpeds,  contaminated  by  any  other  remark- 
“  able  vice/9.  He  excepts  fome  dead  bodies  in- 
which  other  difeafes  had  been  complicated  with  the 
•rickets  before  death  ;  as  he  remembered  to  have  ob- 
ferved  in  a  dropficai  and  extremely  tabid  patient. 
From  hence  the  reafon  appears,  why  the  rickets  has, 
in  fome  places,  been  diffmguifhed  by  the  name  of  a 
great  liver  :  he  found  no  fault  in  the  magnitude,  co¬ 
lour,  or  fybftance,  of  the  fpleen  ^  yet  he  denies  not, 
that  it  might  happen  otherwife  from  a  complication 
of  the  rickets  with  other  difeafes. 

He  faw  a  dropficai  ferum  in  the  cayity  of  the  ab^ 
domen  ;  but  not  frequently,  nor  in  very  large  quan¬ 
tity.  It  is  known,  that  there  is  almoft  always  fome 
quantity  of  extravafated  ferum  found  in  the  cavities 
of  dead  bodies  after  chronic  and  languid  difeafes. 

He  obferved  the  ftomtach  and  intefljnes  fomewhat 
more  diftended  by  wind,  than  thole  of  fouqd  chil¬ 
dren  ;  and  he,  from  thence,  deduces  the  caufe  of 
the  tenfion  in  the  hypochondre. 

Hefometimes  found  the  mefentery  perfedly  found, 
§nd  fometimes  full  of  large  glands,  if  not  ftrumous 

bh  3  fwellings. 
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fuellings.  But  as  the  pancreas  is  placed  tranfverfly 
under  the  ftomach,  wrapped  up  in  the  duplicature  of 
the  poilerior  part  of  the  mefocolon,  it  does  not  oc¬ 
cur  to  the  'fenfes  when  the  abdomen  is  differed  : 
hence  GUJfun  would  hate  nothing  certain  with  refpedt 
to  the  condition  of  it,  but  left  that  to  be  enquired 
into  by  others.  And  he,  for  this  reafon,  merits  art 
implicit  faith  in  thofe  matters  which  he  afferts  to 
have  feen  jn  ricketty.  dead  bodies. 

He  found  the  uropoietic  vifceras  very  found  in 
ricketty  bodies,  unleis  fome  other  difeafe  had  alfo 
been  prefent. 

He,  from  all  thefe  obfervations,  concludes  as  fol¬ 
lows,  in  regard  to  the  fwelling  of  the  belly  in 
ricketty  children.  Notamus  in  genere  de  omnibus  vif- 
ceribus  in  hoc  ventre  contention  quod ,  licet  partes  ea  con¬ 
tinent  eSn  u:t  fupra  monuimus,  miiltum  extenuate  &  ema¬ 
ciate  ocCurrantn  ipfa  tavfien  ceque  magna  &  plena ,  fi 
non  majora-n  ut  de  hepaie  dittum,  quam  in  fanis  depre- 
hendantur  *.  u  We  in  general  remark,  concerning 
“  all  the  vifeera  contained  in  the  abdomen,  that  tho^ 
*c  the  parts  containing  them,  as  we  have  above  faid, 
fc  may  appear  much  extenuated  and  emaciated,  yet 
“  thefe : vifeera  are  of  equal  magnitude  and  fulnefs, 

if  not  larger,  as  was  laid  of  the  liver,  than  thole 

“  in  found  bodies.”  . 

Benevoli  4,  upon  opening  the  body  of  a  ricketty 
child,  found  the  abdominal  vifeera  increafed  in 
bulk  *,  that  is  to  fay,  the  in teilines  fuller  than  they 
irfually  naturally  are,  in  proportion  to  the  fize  of  the 
body  j  he  found  the  Tpleen  and  pancreas  greater  than 
■iifual tlie‘  liver  frill  larger  in  coniparifon  to  the  reft  * 
yet  nothing'  unnatural  was  found  in  this  vifeus,  ex¬ 
cept  the  increafe  ofo  its  bulk.  The  celebrated 
Herder’!,  who  lived  three  years  at  Weflar,  that  he 

«  might 

f  De  Rachitide,  Cap.  ii,  pag.  12.  4  DifTertazioni  &  ofler- 

yaxioni,  &c.  pag.  246.  ’  |  Medicin,  (Jhirurg,  und.  Anatomif 

eae  Wahrnehmungen,  pag,  25.  v 
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might  more  accurately  enquire  into  the  nature  of 
the  rickets,  diiieded  the  dead  bodies  of  fix  or  feven 
ricketty  children,  each  two  or  three  years  old,  du¬ 
ring  that  fpace  of  time ;  and  remarked  that  the  ab¬ 
domen  was  fwelled  in  every  one  . of  them  :  but  when 
the  abdomen  was  opened,  he  neither  found  water  or 
wind  in  the  cavity  of  it,  but  the  intefiines  were  ex¬ 
ceedingly  ditlended  with  wind.  In  the  interlines, 
for  the  mod  part,  were  found  worms,  with  a  great 
quantity  of  phlegmatic  matter  •,  and,  in  many,  he 
found  indurated  glands ;  and,  indeed,  of  fuch  a  bulk 
in  the  meientery,  as  to  equal  a  man’s  fid :  and, 
moreover,  the  abdomen  feemed  harder  to  the  touch, 
in  thefe  bodies,  than  in  the  others  which  is  not  at 
all  to  be  wondered  at.  He  has  not  taken  notice, 
that  the  liver  was  increafed  Jn  bulk  ;  of  which,  in¬ 
deed,  he  makes  no  mention,  neither  has  he  of  the 
fpleen  or  pancreas.  But  as  the  celebrated  Heifter 
was  of  fuch  great  reputation  in  his  profefilon,  and 
■fo  converlant  in  anatomy,  a  doubt  may  from  hence 
arife,  whether  the  increafed  bulk  of  the  liver  fo  fre¬ 
quently  occurs  in  ricketty  bodies  as  Gliffon m  has  af¬ 
firmed. 

But,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  it  fiiould  be  re¬ 
marked,  that  thefe  difiedions,  of  ricketty  dead  bo¬ 
dies,  were  performed  by  Heifter ,  in  his  juvenile  days, 
while  yet  a  fiudent  of  medicine,  under  the  aufpices 
and  i  n  fir  ud  ions  of  the  learned  Moller ,  a  phyfician  of 
the  Imperial  chamber,  celebrated  for  his  iuccefsful 
and  extenfive  practice.  Now  he  publifhed  thefe  ob~ 
fervations,  after  the  feventieth  year  of  his  age,  being 
Hill  healthy  and  rebuff  j  whence  it  feems  probable, 
that  he  had  then  particularly  attended  to  the  morbid 
p.arts,  which  occur  in  dead  bodies,  and  that  the  li¬ 
ver,  although  increafed  in  bulk,  was,  as  before 
faid,  ufually  perfedly  found  in  thofe  who  died  of 
the  rickets.  As,  therefore,  other  grave  authors, 
very  worthy  of  credit,  agree  concerning  this'  increafe 
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of  th?  liver  in  ricketty  bodies,*  it  appears,  that  the 
liver  increafed  in  bulk,  may  be  alfo  conlidered  as  a 
concurrent  caufe  of  the  tumor  of  the  abdomen, 
which  is  c'bferved  in  ricketty  children. 

But  anatomifts  know,  that  the  vifcera  are  fre¬ 
quently  very  different  in  fize,  not  only  when  morbid, 
but  alfo  when  their  colour,  confiftence,  lituation,  &c. 
!how  nothing  unnatural  in  them,  but  an  increafed 
bulk  alone  occurs  to  the  fenles.  Nor  were  there 
often  any  figns  before  death,  which  could  caufe  a  fuf- 
picion  that  any  thing  morbid  lurked  in  the  vifcus, 
which  is  found  of  an  unufual  large  bulk  in  the  dead 
body.  I  remember  to  have  feen,  in  the  dead 
body  of  a  yoqth,  the  fpleen  in  its  natural  fitua- 
tion,  but  fo  long,  that  the  extreme  part  of  it  de¬ 
fended  to  the  fpine  of  the  os  ileon  :  the  colour  of 
fhis  vifcus  was-  natural,  and  nothing  preternatural 
was  dilcovered  in  its  fubftance,  though  carefully  ex¬ 
amined  by  an  able  anatomiff,  and  feverai  phyficians 
prefent.  But  although  I  had  pie  care  of  the  decea- 
fed,  from  his  firit  appearance  in  this  world,  I  never 
pould  difcover  any  thing  that  could  caufe  even  the 
lead:  fufpicion,  that  the  fpleen  had  ever  been  af- 
fe&ed.  ‘‘  ''  *f  / 

Theantient  phyficians  feem  to  have  made  the  like 
obfervation,  and  to  have  denoted  ft  by  a  peculiar 
name ;  for  they  called  perfons  fo  affefted,  in  whom 
fome  of  the  vifcera  were  prseternaturally:  large  and 
tumefied,  tuyaxoaTTw/ync,  For  though  they  believed 
that  fuch  people  lived  Abject  to  difeffes,  and  fome- 
iimes  ufed  the  fame  name,  when  the  enlarged  vifcera 
ivere  difeafed,  yet  they  appear  to  have  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  there  were  inen  who  naturally  had  large 
vifcera ;  concerning  which  matter,  the  obfervations 
bf  FoejiuS  +  may  be  feen.  1  :  ;  1  ^ 

t,  1  ■  ;.*•  d  ■  i i  -  ,?  , 

;  7  th. 

•  S,t 
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/  yth.  It  was  remarked  in  number  five,  that  all  the  fat 
is  perpetually  diminifhed,  and  at  length  almoft  totally 
confumed  *.  but  as  it  is  known,  the  mufcles  are  not  only 
every  where  fiirrounded  by  the  cellular  membrane,  but 
alfo  the  fame  membrane  infinuates  itfelf  between  every 
one  of  the  fafciculi  of  the  mufcular  fibres,  of  which 
the  greater  mufcle  is  compofed,  even  to  the  very 
ultimate  fubdivifions ;  whence  the  mufcular  fibres 
cannot  grow  to  their  neighbouring  parts,  but  al¬ 
ways  remain  feparated  from  them.  Hence,  when  a 
very  great  emaciation  happens,  the  plumpnefs  of  the 
mufcles  is  diminifhed  beyond  imagination.  Indeed 
it  is  true,  that  in  the  ultimate  ftage  of  old  age,  when 
the  withered  juicelefs  body  becomes  rigid,  there 
fcarcely  remains  any  fat  in  it,  and  yet  the  motion  of 
the  mufcles  is  not  entirely  deflroyed,  neither  is  it 
loft  in  the  moft  confirmed  conlumption,  when  the 
Jkin  alone  feems  to  cover  the  bones  ;  but  the  muf- 
cular  fabric  itfelf  Hill  remains  found,  which  is  by 
degrees  diminifhed  in  the  rickets,  and  is  finally  ob¬ 
served  to  be  deflroyed  when  the  plumpnefs  and  bulk 
of  the  mufcles,  as  it  were,  are  abolifhed,  and  that 
which  remains  languifhes  from  an  inert  flaccidity* 
For  the  caufe  of  mufcular  motion  is  not  in  the 
mufcles,  but  is  derived  to  them  from  elfewhere,  when 
they  are  put  in  a&ion  ;  but,  that  this  action  may  be 
performed,  a  due  flrudure  of  the  mufcle  is  required, 
that  the  moving  caufe  brought  by  the  nerves  to  the 
mufcles  may  yield  its  effeft.  Let  what  was  faid 
concerning  this  matter,  in  §.  1058  and  1059  be  re¬ 
ferred  to.  '  ’ 

The  famous  D’aubenton ,  *  in  his  natural  hiftory, 
where  he  deferibes  the  Ikeletons  and  particular  bones 
of  ricketty  bodies  preferved  in  the  royal  repofitory 
at  Paris,  remarks,  that  the  flelhy  parts  of  the  body 
lofe  their  due  firmnefs  for  want  of  good  nouriflh- 

ment ; 
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ment ;  and  that  the  bones  cannot  be  fufficientiy  co n- 
folidated  whilft  they  are  growing  :  hence  the  vertex 
bres,  whofe  fubftance  is  very  porous,  are  foftened 
and  fubfide ;  whence  follows  a  preffure  of  the  fpinal 
marrow,  and  of  the  nerves  which  emerge  from  the 
back-bone,  and  the  power  of  exercifing  the  muf- 
cular  motions  of  the  trunk  and  lower  limbs  is  more 
and  more  obftrudled,  and  at  length  aimoft  entirely 
loft,  whilft  the  diibrder;; daily  increafes.  There  are 
indeed  wonderful  depravations  of  the  back-bone 
obferved  in  ricketty  Ikeletons  ;  nor  does  it  feem  im¬ 
probable,  that  the  fpinal  marrow  contained  in  the 
canal  of  the  vertebres,  and  the  nerves, emerging  from 
the  fpinal  marrow  between  the  commiffures  of  the 
vertebres  may  be  comprefied  :  yet  a  real  palfy  is 
hardly  ever  obferved  in  a  ricketty  body.  Amongft 
thofe  miferable  wretches  whofe  cure  has  been  totally 
neglected,  we  fee  forne  fo  totally  deformed,  and  the 
fpine  of  the  back  diftorted  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it 
fcarcely  feems  poftible  that  this  could  happen  with¬ 
out  the  nerves  and  fpinal  marrow  being  greatly 
comprefied,  and  yet  no  palfy ,  is,  obferved  in  them. 
Moreover  GtiJfonp\-  whole  teftimony  is  of  the  greateft 
Y/eigftt  in  the  hiftory  of  the  rickets,  thus  testifies  : 
Nunquam-,  quod  memmimus ,  faralyfin ,  nut  Apoplex- 
iam ,  huic  affefiut  fupervenijje  novimus  ;  deberet  autem 
necejjdrio  fapius  ( faltem  in  morbo  confirmato )  evenirey 
fi  laxitas  &  debilitas  h<ec  nervorum  a  defepiu  influx  us 
cerebri  originem  duceret :  u  I  do  not  remember  to 
44  have  ever  known  a  palfy,  or  an  apoplexy  happen 
44  from  this  caufe  ;  but  it  neceflarily  mu  ft  often  en- 
44  fue  (at  leaft  jn  the  difeale  when  confirmed),  if  this 
4,4  laxity  or  debility  pf  the  nerves  was  caufed  by  a 
44  defedt  of  the  influx  of  the  brain.”  Thefe  diftor- 
tions  of  the  back  or  chine-bone  are  the  lefs  dange¬ 
rous,  becaufe  they  are  flowly  and  gradually  formed 
in  ricketty  bodies ;  and  that  the  cafe  of  the  verte¬ 
bres,  as  it  diverges  from  a  flraight  line,  forms  a  re- 

-  pliable 
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markable  fegment  of  a  circle  ;  whence  the  fpinal 
marrow  gradually  accommodates  itlelf  to  the  changed 
figure  of  the  bony  canal  through  which  it  pafies. 
The  fame  happens  in  regard  to  the  nerves,  which  di¬ 
verge  from  the  vertebres  throughout  the  whole  length 
of  the  canal. 

8th.  The  bones  ferve  to  fuftain  the  human  body ; 
they  afford  a  firm  prop  to  the  fofter  parts  adhering 
to  them  *,  nor  could  mufcles  fo  large  exercife  a  power 
which  is  found  to  be  fo  very  ftrong,  in  the  human 
body,  and  in  the  bodies  of  greater  animals,  un lels 
the  extremities  of  thefe  mufcles  were  affixed  to  hard 
bones. 

The  body  of  an  animal  in  its  firfb  formation  is 
like  a  mafs  of  Toft  glue  j  nor  have  its  bones  more 
folidity  when  frit  produced,  which  yet  afterwards 
acquire  fo  much  ftrength.  and  hardnefs.  The  cele¬ 
brated  Haller  was  pleafed  to  fearch  into  thofe  mat¬ 
ters,  which  happen  in  bones  when  they  are  changed 
from  a  flexible  glue,  into  fo  hard  a  fubftance,  that 
they  will  for  a  whole  century  withltand  the  injuries' 
of  the  air  when  expofed  thereto  in  public  church¬ 
yards,  and  Hill  remain  almoft  found.  He  by  his 
ulual  and  incomparable  induftry  made  thefe  experi¬ 
ments  on  eggs  during  incubation.  He  obferved  this 
glue  quickly  and  readily  converted  into  a  manifeft 
griftle,  for  a  greater  folidity  only  feemed  to  be  re¬ 
quired  ;  but  he  could  not  fo  eafily  underftand  how 
a  flexible  and  elaftic  griftle  could  be  changed  into  a 
hard  and  brittle  bone.  The  griftle,  or  cartilage, 
whilft  yet  tender,  is  pellucid.  The  firfl  fign  of  this 
griftle,  or  cartilage,  becoming  offified  is  its  opa¬ 
city  and  yello^/ifh  colour ;  likewife  in  that  very 
place,  the  bony  fibres  then  begin  to  appear.  This 
change  happens  in  the  bones  of  the  chicken  about 
the  eighth  day  of  incubation.  The  firft  rudiments 
of  blood  appear  in  this  offifying  griftle,  or  cartilage, 
on  the  tenth  day  *,  there  is  a  rednefs  in  it  on  the  ele¬ 
venth  day,  and  the  arteries  are  now  fo  dilated,  that 
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they  are  capable  of  tranfmitting  through  them  the 
red  globules  of  blood,  and  a  bony  hardnefs  is  ob- 
ferved  in  the  fame  place  of  the  cartilage :  and  all 
thefe  phenomena  appear  in  the  callus  of  a  broken 
bone,  before  it  is  confolidated  into  bone.  I  have 
explained  all  thefe  matters  upon  another  occafion,. 
in  Sed.  1261,  where  the  gouty  lime  was  treated  of. 
But  what  is  brought  to  the  griftle,  or  cartilage, 
through  the  arteries,  whofe  magnitude  is  already  fo 
increafed,  that  they  are  capable  of  admitting  a 
thicker  fubftance,  feemsto  be  earth;  which,  depofited 
between  the  different  lamina  of  the  cartilaginous 
fubftance,  is  the  caufe  that  a  hard  and  fragile  bone 
is  formed  from  an  elaftic  and  flexible  griftle. 

Whence  it  follows,  the  if  that  earth,  which  by  its 
mixture  converts  the  griftle  into  a  bone,  could  be 
taken  away  from  the  bone  when  formed,  then  that 
bone  would  be  changed  into  a  griftle  again. 

This  is  demonftrated  by  a  lure  and  curious  expe¬ 
riment.  (vide  Sed.  1261.)  Fora  fkull,  which  had 
lain  for  many  years  in  a  church-yard,  being  fte<?ped 
in  aqua-fortis  diluted  with  a  quantity  of  pure  water, 
became  entirely  flexible  and  elaftic,  fo  that  being 
thrown  on  a  pavement  it  hopped  like  a  tennis  ball. 
Hence  it  is  very  juftly  concluded,  that  a  griftle  dif¬ 
fers  from  a  bone,  in  wanting  that  terreftrial  fubftance 
which  is  diffolved  in  acids  *,  and  if  that  earthy  fub¬ 
ftance  is  taken  from  the  bone  fteeped  in  acids,  the 
griftle,  latent  for  fo  many  years  in  the  real  bone  ex- 
poled  in  the  church-yard,  will  appear. 

'  Befides,  it  appears  from  the  experiments  of  the 
celebrated  du  Hamel ,  and  others,  that  this  earthy 
fubftance  is  ting’d  with  a  red  colour,  if  madder-root 
be  mixed  with  the  food  of  animals  ;  and  that  all  the 
colour  vanifhes  when  the  earthy  particles  of  thole: 
bones  are  diftolved  by  lteeping  them  in  an  acid  li¬ 
quor,  and  that  the  griftle  remains  no  longer  co¬ 
loured. 


1 '  f. 


But 


$e£t.  1485.  The  Rickets.  477 

But  it  alfo  appears  from  hence,  that  the  neceffafy 
actions  of  life  perpetually  confume  the  folid  parts 
of  the  body,  not  excepting  even  the  bones  ;  and  that 
the  loft  parts  are  reftored  by  the  fame  a&ions  of  art 
healthy  life.  For  when  he  alternately  fed  animals  with 
their  accuftomed  food,  fometimes  adding  madder  to 
it,  and  fometimes  not  for  fame  time,  he  found  their 
bones  variegated  with  white  and  red  circles  *,  and  he 
alfo  learned,  that  in  the  fpace  of  a  month  a  re¬ 
markable  quantity  of  earth  had  been  brought  to  the 
bone,  which  he  could  eafily  diftinguifh  by  its  co-  * 
lour.  It  in  like  manner  appeared,  that  in  fix  weeks 
all  that  rednels  vaniihed,  if  the  animal  ufed  its  com¬ 
mon  food  without  any  addition  of  madder  •,  when1 
fome  other  fimilar  matter  lupplied  the  lofs  of  the 
earthy  fubftance  of  the  bones,  but  no  longer  tinged 
of  a  red  colour. 

Hence  it  may  be  concluded,  that  this  earthy  mat¬ 
ter,  which  added  to  the  griftle  converts  it  into  bone, 
had  circulated  with  the  healthy  humours  through  the 
vefiels,  and  had  reftored  to  the  bones  what  they  had 
daily  loft  of  their  fubftance,  as  alfo  that  which  is  re¬ 
quired  for  the  increafe  of  the  bones  in  young  ani¬ 
mals  :  whence  a  chicken  js  hatched  from  the  egg  in 
twenty  days,  which  already  ftands  upon  firm  bones, 
and  runs  every  where  about. 

But  this  fame  earthy  matter  when  it  is  changed 
by  fome  difeafe,  or  cannot  be  properly  applied  to’ 
the  ‘  honey  parts,  is  depofited  in  other  places,  or 
even  purged  away  from  the  body,  as  was  faid  in 
Se<ft.  1261.  Quere,  Does  not  fomething  of  the  like 
nature  fometimes  happen  in  ricketty  bodies  ?  Gliffon  * 
thus  fays  ;  Aliquis  nofir um  tefiatur ,  fe  femel  vidifie 
glandulas  jlrumofas ,  tam  numerofas ,  ut  viderentur 
quare ,  ft  non  fuperare ,  magnitudinem  ipforum  pulmo- 
num  :  fit<s  autem  fuerunt  utrimque  inter  pulmones  & 
mediaftinunij  &  a  thymo  ufque  ad  diaphragma  proten~ 
fe  *  “  Some  one  of  us  teftifies,  that  he  Jias  once 
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cc  feen  ftrumous  glands  fo  numerous  that  they 
<c  equalled,  if  not  exceeded,  the  magnitude  of  the 
<c  lungs  themfelves  :  but  they  were  fituated  on  ei- 
,  u  ther  fide  between  the  lungs  and  the  mediaftinum, 
- “  and  reached  from  the  thymus  to  the  diaphragm.5' 
In  the  dead  body  of  a  ricketty  child  the  membrane 
that  furrounds  the  lungs  was  rough,  and  befet  with 
protuberances  and  tubercles,  not  unlike  warts.  Aper- 
■  tis  pulmonibus ,  in  pluribus  locis  tartarea  feu  gyp  fed 
fubftantia  concreverat :  f  tc  The  lungs  being  opened, 
“  there  was  a  tartareous  or  gypfeous  fubftance  found 
<c  concreted  in  many  places. 55  Benevoli  J  in  the 

body  of  a  noble  child  who  died  of  the  rickets,  upon 
cutting  through  the  fubftance  of  the  lungs,  found 
them  fluffed  with  a  thick  white  glutinous  matter, 
which  oozed  from  the  lungs  when  preffed,  as  from  a 
fponge  :  he  believed  the  lungs  were  full  of  chyle, 
collected  and  indurated  there  ;  but  this  fcarcely  feems 
probable.  We  read  a  fimilar  obfervation  of  a  rick¬ 
etty  child  §,  in  whole  right-arm,  above  the  elbow, 
was  found  a  thick  fubftance,  as  it  were  of  a  grif- 
tly  nature,  from  which  when  opened  flowed  a  white 
matter  like  curdled  milk,  or  coagulated  cheefe ;  a 
fimilar  thick  cartilaginous  membrane  was  found  in 
the  right  thigh,  which  wrapped  up  a  tumour  from 
which  when  opened  flowed  a  liquid  like  the  former, 
but  rather  thicker,  white,  cheefy,  not  in  the  leaft 
foetid,  about  three  ounces  in  quantity. 

Now  if  that  terreftrial  matter,  on  which  the 
flrength  and  firmnefs  of  the  bones  depends,  is  not 
applied  to  them  in  a  due  manner  and  quantity, 
their  flexibility  will  be  the  greater  j  whence,  whilft 
the  weight  of  the  body  refts  upon  bones  not  yet 
confolidated,  the  preffed  epiphyfes  begin  to  grow 
prominent  and  fwell  ;  and  in  young  children  who 
cannot  go  alone,  luch  knotty  dwellings  particularly 

appear 
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appear  in  their  wrifts,  becaufe,  when  in  a  fedentary 
poiture,  they  often  reft  on  their  hands,  as  Glijfm  hath 
remarked., ||  Thefe  fweilings,  if  examined,  are  not 
in  the  flefhy  or  membranous  parts,  but  are  fituated 
in  the  very  extremities  of  the  bones,  particularly  in 
their  epiphyfes  :  nay,  if  thefe  knobs  or  fweilings  of 
the  bones  are  rafped  away  with  a  file,  it  appears* 
that  they  are  of  the  fame  fimilar  l'ubftance  as  the 
reft  of  the  bones.  *  Now  he  thought  this  wor¬ 
thy  to  bej  remarked,  becaufe  •f  conjedlarunt  aliqui * 
cjfa  in  hoc  ajfediu  inter dum  ejj'e  fiexibilia  injlar  ceres, 
bed  nos  nujquam  id  vidimus ,  neque  ab  oculato  t eft e  fide 
digno  r datum  audivimus .  Quare,  ut  fabulofum ,  hoc 
fignum  plane  rejicimus  :  “  fome  conjecture  that  the 

bones  in  this  ft  ate  are  fometimes  flexible  like 
<c  wax  ;  but  we  have  never  yet  feen  that,  nor  heard 
ct  of  it  from  any  eye-witnefs  worthy  of  credit  ; 
“  'wherefore  we  flatly  rejed  this  fign  as  fabulous.1* 
Indeed  it  has  been  often  obferved,  that  in  adults 
the  bones  have  been  entirely  foftened,  but  they  be¬ 
come  lefs  firm  in  ricketty  children,  are  incurvated 
from  the  incumbent  weight,  the  preffed  epiphyfes 
become  protuberant,  and  thus  the  body  is  miferably 
disfigured,  and,  unlefs  the  difeafe  is  entirely  cured 
in  time,  thefe  deformed  bones  again  become  hard* 
and  the  deplorable  traces  of  the  paft  difeafe  remain 
during  life. 

The  increafed  fize  of  the  vefiels  pafting  up  to,  or 
returning  from  the  head,  fo  frequently  occurs  in 
ricketty  bodies,  that  fome  authors,  who  have  treated 
of  this  difeafe,  would  have  it,  that  its  efifence  con- 
fi fted  in  that  depravation  of  nutrition  alone,  through 
which  fome  parts  of  the  body  are  overloaden  with 
nutriment,  hence  are  too  much  augmented  in  bulk* 
and  other  parts,  inafmuch  as  they  receive  Ids, 
alfo  neceflarily  wafte  away.  The  increafe  of  the 
vifcera  in  bulk  was  before  mentioned,  and  it  was 

remarked, 
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remarked,  that  they  feem  not  always  morbid  ;  and 
aifo  that  the  head  and  face  appear  enlarged,  though 
the  other  parts  of  the  body  rather  decreafe.  Perfons 
attentive  to  the  caufe  of  the  increafe^  of  the  upper 
parts  of  the  body,  have  obferved,  that  the  arteries 
^nd  jugular  veins  grow  large,  whiift  the  other  vef- 
fels,  are  fmaller  than  natural.  Glijfon  J  indeed  af¬ 
firms  the  fame,  but  adds  with  his  ufual  honefty, 
-that  this  augmentation  of  the  vefiels  hath  often  ap- 
,  peared  in  corporibus  novijfime  apertis :  cc  in  bodies 
.  ««  very  lately  opened.5’  Yet  he  dares  not  conclude 
from  thence,  that  this  circumftance  is  perpetually 
found  in  this  diforder,  though  he  fufpedted  that 
it  always  is  fo.  He  gives  the  following  reafon 
why  he  could  not  produce  an  occular  witnefs  of 
this  matter  •,  Non  venerat  nobis  in  mentem ,  id  ant ea 
ab  initio  noftrce  Anatomic circa  hoc  fubjeffum  indaginis 
fcrutari :  “  We  did  not  imagine  that  this  fubjedt  of 
enquiry  was  to  be  fcrutinized  from  the  beginning 
of  our  anatomical  difquifitions.” 


SECT.  MCCCCLXXXVT 

BUT  the  growth  of  this  difeafe  is  known 
in  thofe  children  who  have  already  be¬ 
gun  to  walk,  iff.  From  all  the  before-men¬ 
tioned  fymptoms  having  preceded.  2d.  From 
their  flow,  tottering,  feeble  manner  of  walk¬ 
ing,  their  being  unable  to  Hand  firm  or  long* 
but  always  inclined  to  fit  down  *  which  foon 
changes  into  an  habit  of  perpetually  lying 
down,  and  at  laft  into  an  impoffibility  of 
jnoving  any  limbs,  with  a  loofe  hanging  neck, 

and 
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and  nodding  of  the  head.  3d.  By  a  prema¬ 
ture  acutenefs  of  wit,  a  clear  apprehenfion  and 
quick  fenfe,  while  the  appetite  and  digeftion 
for  the  moft  part  continue  unimpaired. 

It  was  before  faid,  in  Seft.  1481,  that  the  rickets 
is  hardly  ever  born  with  children,  that  it  ieldom 
begins  its  attack  before  the  ninth  month  of  a  child’s 
age *,  and  if  no  trace  of  the  commencement  of  the 
difeafe  had  appeared  in  the  child  before  it  arrived 
to  the  age  of  two  years,  it  will  hardly  ever  be  in 
danger  of  fuch  an  attack  afterwards  :  the  figns  of 
this  difeafe  in  children  who  cannot  walk,  have  al¬ 
ready  been  treated  of ;  now  the  figns  of  the  difeafe 
in.  fuch  as  have  begun  to  walk  are  to  be  exa¬ 
mined. 

1  ft.  Thefe  figns  have  been  already  treated  of. 

2d.  Sound  children  are  hardly  ever  ftill,  as  long 
as  they  are  awake,  but  perpetually  move  their  bo¬ 
dies  and  joints,  unlefs  hindered,  run  here  and  there, 
catch  at  all  they  fee,  and  are  no  fooner  in  pofleflion 
of  thefe  things  than  they  immediately  throw  them 
away,  and  haften  to  grafp  at  new  objedls ;  thus 
nurfes  are  much  fatigued  with  their  little  ones*  It 
is  known,  that  almoft  all  difeafes,  particularly  the 
more  fevere,  begin  with  a  fpontaneous  laflitude  and 
heavinefs  of  body  ;  fevers,  or  other  acute  difeafes, 
follow  foon  after  thefe  preludes  of  difeafes.  When 
therefore  4he  agility  of  body  and  petulancy  begin  to 
diminifh  in  young  children,  though  no  other  difeafe 
immediately  follows,  there  is  reafon  to  fufped  the 
rickets  $  which  fufpicion  is  more  ftrongly  confirmed, 
if  this  unufual  laflitude  of  body,  and  diftike  to  mo¬ 
tion,  are  of  any  long  duration.  This  debility  of 
motion  in  the  mufcles  begins  from  the  very  firft  ru¬ 
diments  .  of  the  difeafe.  If  children  are  attacked 
with  this  diftemper  within  the  firft  year  of  their 
age,  or  thereabouts,  they  are  then  flower  than  ufual 
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in  getting  the  ufe  of  their  feet,  fo  that-  they,  for  the 
poll  part,  fpeak  before  they  can  walk,  which  is 
held  to  be  a  bad  omen  in  England.*  If  they  have 
already  begun  to  walk  before  they  are  attacked  by 
the  difeafe,  they  walk  (lowly,  (land  weakly,  {tagger, 
totter,  and  fall.  When  they  are  pleafed,  they  laugh 
not  fo  heartily,  neither  are  ‘  they  fo  vigorous,  or 
vibrate  their  limbs  as  if  they  were  capable  of 
fpringing  or  leaping  out  of  the  hands  of  thofe 
who  hold  them ;  neither  do  they  when  angry  plunge 
and  kick,  or  cry  with  fuch  artimofity  as  found  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  like  age  ufually  do.  They  are  not  de¬ 
lighted  with  fwinging,  tolling,  or  other  violent  mo¬ 
tions,  like  other  children nay,  they  rather  abhor 
all  fuch  exercifes,  as  the  difeafe  increafes.  When 
they  cry  they  are  quieted  by  mild,  foft  treatment, 
and  not  with  any  manner  of  rough  play  ;  neither  are 
they  much  delighted  with  rattles,  play-things,  or 
childifh  plays,  yet  they  are  not  ftupid,  but  in¬ 
genious  and  ferious  •,  and  as  Clifton ,  whofe  words  I 
ufe  in  defcribing  the  figns  of  this  difeafe,  excellently 
remarks,-)-  Vultum  videre  eft  magis  compofitum  &  fe- 
1 Verum ,  quam  <ctas  poftularet ,  acfi  in  rem  feriarn  ali - 
quam  meditabundi  eftfent  :  “  The  face  appears  more 
«  com  poled  and  grave  than  the  age  of  fuch  a  child 
<<  requires,  as  if  it  were  meditating  fome  ferious 
s<  matter.” 

But  as  the  firmnefs  and  plumpnefs  of  the  reft  of 
the  mufcles,  except  thofe  placed  about  the  head  and 
face,  is  gradually  diminilhed,  fo  that  they  may  be 
felt  loofe  and  pendulous  under  the  flaccid  fkin*< 
hence  the  conftant  inclination  to  fit  flail*  at  length- 
changes  into  a  defire  of  perpetually  lying  down 
becaufe  they  cannot  in  a  fitting  pollute  hold  their 
bodies  upright,  but  fometimes  incline  them  for¬ 
wards,  fometimes  backwards,  and  then  to  either  fide* 
in  fearch  of  fome  prop  or  fupport,,  to  reft  upon  and 

indulge' 
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indulge  their  floth.  It  is  (hocking  to  behbld,  how 
the  head,  increafed  in  bulk  when  the  difeafe  has 
taken  deep  root,  can  no  longer  be  fuftained  by  the 
then  too  (lender  neck,  but  continually  nods  or  wags 
to  one  fide  or  other.  A  fimilar  weaknefs  is  obferved 
in  the  back  or  chine-bone  ;  whence  Glifton  J  alfo 
gives  us  this  prognoftic  (ign  :  Quo  enormior  eft  moles 
capitis ,  eo  longior  &  difficilior  curatio.  Quo  debilior 
eft  fpina  dorfty  eo  gravior  &  periculojior  morbus : 
The  more  enormous  the  bulk  of  the  head  be¬ 
comes,  the  longer  and  more  difficult  is  the  cure. 
The  weaker  the  back- bone,  the  more  fevere  and 
dangerous  the  difeafe.” 

3d.  Thefe  children,  though  weak  and  (luggifh  in 
moving  the  body  and  limbs,  are  endowed  with  more 
acutenefs  than  could  in  reality  be  expebted  from 
fuch  a  tender  age  :  befides,  the  free  exercife  of  all 
their  fenfes  remains  unimpaired.  Hence  the  func¬ 
tions  of  the  encephalon  remain  pretty  entire  in  this 
difeafe 5  that  alone  which  prefides  over  the  volun¬ 
tary  motion  of  the  mufcle  decays,  or  languifhesi 
Perhaps  the  caufe  of  impaired  mufcular  motion 
exifts  not  in  the  head,  but  depends  rather  on  the 
loft  plumpnefs,  and  inactive  languor  of  the  muf- 
cles,  which  are  obferved  in  the  rickets  ;  for  when 
the  vapid  cacochymy  attending  this  difeafe  is  amended 
by  proper  remedies,  and  the  ftrength  ufual  at  fuch 
an  age  reftored  to  the  folids,  the  mufcular  motion 
returns  as  faft  as  thefe  diforders  of  the  iolid  and 
fluid  parts  of  the  body  are  corrected. 

Yet  the  following  opinion  of  the  famous  Peter 
Buchner  §,  who  affiduoufly  inveftigated  the  fymptoms 
af  this  difeafe*  is  not  to  be  pafs’d  by :  Ego  faltem 
blures  ftupidos  Rachiticos ,  quam  facultatihus  atiimali - 
Vus  valentes ,  haffenus  vidi :  Etfi  hos  quoque  vi derim  : 

*  But  I  have  hitherto  feen  more  rickecty  children 
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*c  who  were  ftupid,  than  fuch  as  were  poffeffed  of 
iC  found  animal  faculties  ;  though  I  have  alfo  feen 
ic  many  of  thefe  too  But  it  is  to  be  remarked, 
that  we  are  here  treating  of  the  figns  of  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  this  difeafe  in  children  who  were  capable 
of  walking  before  the  difeafe  attacked  them  :  hence 
it  would  be  no  wonder,  if  the  ricketty  fubjedts 
in  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe  poffeffed  a  fharp- 
nefs  of  wit,  and  the  perfect  exercile  of  their  fenfes, 
and  afterwards  became  ftupid  and  foolifh  in  the 
courfe  of  the  difeafe:  this  might  particularly  hap¬ 
pen  if  an  extravafated  ferum  fhould  begin  to  be 
coiledled  in  the  cavity  of  the  fkull.  Glijfon  *  thus 
teftifies  concerning  the  heads  of  fome  differed  rick- 
dtty  children :  Inter  duram  &  piam  matrem ,  atque 
in  ipjis  ventriculis  cerebri ,  ferofas  aquas  in  nonnulhs  a 
nobis  dijfeffis  reperimus  unde  patet ,  affeffum  hunc  cum 
hydrocephalo  complicari  pojfe.  Cerebrum  in  aliis  a  nobis 
dijfeciis  fatis  Jirmum  &  inculpabile ,  neque  illuvie  ferofa 
inundatum,  deprehendimus :  “  We  have  found  in 

fome  ricketty  heads,  differed  by  us,  a  waterifh 
u  ferum  between  the  dura  and  pi  a  mater ,  and  in  the 
*c  very  ventricles  of  the  brain  :  from  whence  it  ap- 
cx  pears,  that  this  difeafe  may  be  complicated  with 
<c  a  hydrocephalus.  We  have  found  the  brain  very 
46  firm  and  unblemifhed  in  fome  others  differed  by 
44  us,  nor  inundated  by  a  ferous  colluvies.”  Whence 
that  idiotifm,  if  it  lometimes  accompanies  the  rick¬ 
ets,  proceeds  not  from  the  genius  of  this  difeafe,  as 
on  the  contrary,  an  acutenefs  of  wit  is  ufually  and 
very  often  admired  by  phyficians  in  ricketty  chil¬ 
dren  •,  but  it  takes  birth  from  fome  other  additional 
difeafe,  fuch  as  a  colleftion  of  an  aqueous  ferofity 
in  the  cavity  of  the  fkull. 

For  Glijfon f  wifely  admonifhes  phyficians,  that  in 
progrefs  of  time  almoft  all  difeafes  are  affociated  with- 
others  of  a  different  kind,  and  that  therefore  fome 
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chronic  difeafes  had,  for  the  mod  part,  been  com¬ 
plicated  with  the  rickets  before  death.  Therefore, 
it  is  not  to  be  believed,  that  every  thing  preterna¬ 
tural  found  in  the  bodies  of  children  who  die  of  the 
rickets  has  appertained  t.o  this  difeafe,  as  perhaps 
it  .rather  may  proceed  from  fome  other  difeafe  com¬ 
plicated  with  the  rickets  before  death.  In  order, 
therefore,  to  determine  any  thing  certain  with  re¬ 
gard  to  this  matter,  many  dead  ricketty  bodies 
ought  to  be  diligently  infpefled,  that  ajuftdiftinc- 
tion  may  be  made  between  thofe  circumstances 
which  conftantly,  frequently,  or  rarely  occur  in  the 
bodies  of  thofe  who  die  of  this  difeafe.  He  alfo  ad^- 
yifes  it  to  be  remembered,  that  thofe  bodies  which 
are  difledled,  mull:  have  fuffered  grievoufly  from 
this  difeafe,  as  they  have  died  of  it  $  and  therefore 
the  fame  fymptoms  are  not  to  be  expected  in  the 
living  who  are  but  recently  affedled,  nor  the  fame 
violence  of  the  difeafe,  the  effects  of  which  are 
found  in  the  dead  body.  He  who  fhould  conclude 
after  an  empyema  found  in  a  dead  body,  that  the 
purulent  matter  had  given  rife  to  a  pleurify,  which 
fupPurating  had  afterwards  produced  the  empyema, 
would  expofe  himfelf  to  the  danger  of  a  miftake. 

But,  particularly  in  the  commencement  of  this  dif¬ 
eafe,  the  appetite  and  digeftion  remain  very  perfect  * 
whence  the  evil  fubtilly  creeps  on  increafing  by  der 
grees  :  but  as  it  has  appeared  from  what  was  before 
faid,  that  the  abdominal  yifcera  are  indeed  enlaroe4 
to  a  great  bulk  in  ricketty  children,  but  in  other 
refpe&s  are  very  found,  it  does  not  appear  fo  won¬ 
derful,  that  their  a&ions  fhould  ftili  remain  no  ways 
defective  in  the  incipient  difeafe.  ^ 
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WHEN  the  difeafe  is  at  this  height 
thofe  affedted  therewith  have  a  large 
head,  with  very  wide  apparent  futures  ;  the 
thorax  is  flat  and  fqueezed  as  it  were  on  the 
tides,  but  raifed  high  and  pointed  on  the 
breaft,  with  nodes  at  the  extremities  of  the 
ribs;  the  abdomen  projects  outwards;  the 
teeth  are  rotten  and  black  ;  all ’which  increa¬ 
sing  daily,  often  leave  diflempers  of  the  fame 
kind,  froublefome  all  the  reft  of  their  days, 
chiefly  the  fpina  ventofa,  and  a  caries  of  the 
hones, 

i  -  i  •  •-  ^  *  -  ‘  •  ;  /  k  ...  ■  m 

Thofe  changes  which  are  obferved  in  an  advanced 
ffate  of  this  difeafe  now  follow/ 

A  large  head,  with  very  wide  apparent  futures.] 
The  fkull,  as  it  is  well  known,  is  not  wholly  offified 
in  a  new-born  infant ;  for  the  bones  of  the  head  are 
yet  feparated  from  each ‘other,  and  a  membrane 
fupplies  the  deficiency  of  bone,  ‘  for  this  purpofe, 
that  the  head  of  the  infant, ‘which  in  the  time  of 
birth'  panes  through  the  ftraits  of  the  pelvis,  may 
yield  to  the  ftrong  efforts  of  the  woman  in  labour, 
and  more  eaffly  come'  into  the  world.  In1  that  part 
Of  the  fkull  where  the  bones  of  the  forehead  are  af¬ 
terwards  united  with  the  parietal  bones  by'  a  future, 
there  is  a  great  opening  of  an  irregular  figure,  where 
iio  bone,  but  a  mere  membrane  only,  is  felt  by 
touching  the  part,  which  is  ufua'lly  Called  the  font  a ~ 
hell  As  the  child  advances  in  age  this  membrane 
gradually  changes  into  a  bone,  either  fooner  or  fat#* 
n  different  children,  I  more  than 
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the  fontanell  {fill  remain  membranous  until  the  fe- 
venth  or  eighth  year  of  a  child’s  age.  The  bones 
of  the  cranium  are  afterwards  united  by  futures,  all 
the  membrane  difappearing  *,  therefore,  all  that  fpace 
between  the  bones  of  the  fkull  not  as  yet  rendered 
contiguous  to  each  other,  comes  under  the  name  of 
the  futures,  which  are  therefore  the  wider  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  the  bones  of  the  fkull  continue  more  diftant 
from  each  other. 

It  is*  well  known,-  that  the  cavity  of  the  fkull  is 
naturally  always  full ;  and  it  has  appeared,  in  SeCf. 
295,  where  wounds  in  the  head  were  treated  of, 
that  unlefs  the  bones  of  the  fkull  reftrained  the  con¬ 
tained  foft  encephalon,  it  would  eafily  biirfl  out  when 
a  man  forcibly  raifed  any  great  weight,  endeavoured 
to  remove  any  obftacle  with  all  his  ftrength,  flrained 
himielf  violently  at  {tool  when  coftive,  was  agitated 
by  fudden,  and  protracted  laughter,  or  fhaken  by 
violent  repeated  fits  of  fneezing.  Whence  it  hap¬ 
pens,  if  this  boney  covering  is  wounded,  or  if 
a  circular  portion  thereof  is  cut  away  by  a  chirur- 
gical  operation,  to  prepare  an  iffue  for  the  extrava- 
iated  humours  collected  under  the  fkull,  which  com- 
prefs  the  foft  encephalon,  that  furgeons  fo  care^ 
fully  defend  the  injured  place,  fenfible  that  if  they 
negleCted  it,  the  encephalon,  in  the  part  where 
the  trepan  was  applied,  would  in  a  fhort  time  emerge 
in  the  form  of  an  over-grown  fungous  excrefcence, 
which  would  grow  again  as  foon  as  cut  off,  and  not 
only  fill  the  hole  made  by  the  trepan,  but  would 
fwell  out  every  where  beyond  its  margins. 

As  therefore  a  confiderable  part  of  the  fkull  is 
ftill  naturally  membranous  in  new-born  children, 
and  is  to  be  gradually  changed  into  bone,  the 
reafon  is  evident  why  the  heads  of  young  children 
though  healthy  are  proportionably  greater  9  which 
is  alfo  always  obferved  by  painters  and  flatuaries ; 
but  in  ricketty  children  the  bones  are  fofter,  and 
the  membranous  fpaces  between  the  bones  of  the 
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Ikull  are  wider ;  hence  the  whole  fabric  of  the  fkuft 
more  eaflly  yields  to  the  dillending  encephalon  ; 
whence  the  reafon  alio  appears,  why  ap  increafed 
fize  of  the  head  in  ricketty  children  is  enumerated 
amongft  the  diagnoftic  figns  of  this  difeafe.  Now 
if  it  be  confidered, .  that  the  quantity  and  impetu- 
ofity  of  the  humours  towards  the  head  are  augmen¬ 
ted  from  the  magnitude  of  the  arteries  and  jugu¬ 
lar  veins  (fee  Se£t.  1485,  No.  9.),  it  evidently  ap¬ 
pears,  why  the  bulk  of  the  head  may  be  increafed 
bn  account  of  thefe  three  concurrent  caufes,  the 
foftnefs  of  the  bones,  the  membranous  Hate  of  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  Ikull,  and  a  copious  afflux 
pf  blood  to  the  part,  whilft  the  reft  of  the  body 
feems  rather  to  decreafe. 

And  thus  a  difpofltion  to  a  hydrocephalus  arifes, 
which  fqrpetimes  accompanies  the  rickets,  and  fome- 
times  is  a  confequence  thereof. 

It  was  before  Ihewn,  by  many  arguments,  in  Sedl. 
^485,  No.  8,  that  the  folidity  of  the  bones  depended 
upon  a  due  proportion  of  earth  united  thereto  •,  an4 
that  if  the  earthy  particles  were  taken  away,  the  bone 
would  be  then  changed  into  an  elaftic  flexible  griftle. 
It  was  there  alfo  remarked,  that  the  earth  intimately 
united  to  the  bones  is  confumed  by  the  neceffary 
a6lions  of  life,  is  call  out  of  the  body,  and  the 
lofs  of  it  reftored  by  a  fimilaf  fubftance,  which  pre  - 
ferves  the  due  flrmnefs  of  the  bones.  This  flrmnefsi 
would  be  diminilhed,  if  it  was  not  daily  and  in  the 
fame  manner  reftored,  as  it  was  loft  ;  and  alfo  if  thd 
quantity  which  the  age  requires  for  a  due  increala 
of  the  body  was  not  added.  Certainly  the  flrmnefs  is 
diminilhed  in  the  bones  of  the  ricketty  ;  all  the  phe¬ 
nomena  of  the  difeafe  teach  this  j  and  it  is  not  with¬ 
out  reafon  that  the  decreafe  of  ftrerjgth  in  the  bones 
may  be  attributed  either  to  a  too  fmall  quantity  of 
the  earthy  particles  required  for  the  flrmnefs  of  the 
bones, '  of  to  their  corrupt  union  with  the  other  con- 
ilituent  parts  of  the  bone*  14  ''t;  ' 

►  ,  •  Wq 
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We  meet  with  fome  excellent  obfervations -con¬ 
cerning  this  matter  in  the  celebrated  Boerhaave  % 
where  he  treats  of  the  folvent  power  of  fimple  water  \ 
which  not  only  diffolves  pure  terreftrial  bodies,  but 
if  they  are  corroded  by  acids,  they  may  be  di¬ 
luted  in  water,  even  fo  perfectly  that  the  liquor  will 
appear  very  tranfparent.  In  like  manner,  thofe  real 
ultimate  earths  of  animals,  flefh,  bones,  teftacea, 
&c.  may  be  diffolved  in  acids,  and  thefe  folutions 
may  be  diluted  in  water,  and  thereby  a  very  pellucid 
liquor  produced. 

But  the  contrary  happens  when  earthy  bodies  are 
intimately  united  with  alcaline  falts  ;  for  the  earth 
united  to  thefe  cannot  afterwards  be  diffolved  or  di¬ 
luted  in  water.  Glafs  evidently  proves  this,  which 
confifts  of  an  alcaline  fait  and  earth  intimately  con¬ 
joined  ;  and  becomes  the  lei's  dilfolvable  in  water  in 
proportion  as  thefe  two  bodies  are  more  clofely 
united  together  :  for  thus  a  fubftance  is  formed  which 
refills  the  diffolvent  property  of  water  more  than 
any  other.  This  great  man  therefore  believed,  that 
fhe  author  of  nature  had  created  all  the  aliments  of 
animals,  excepting  a  very  few,  of  an  acefcent  na¬ 
ture  :  for  fo  the  acid  falts  predominant  in  the  fir  11 
paffages,  more  happily  difpofe  the  nutriment  taken 
to  a  dififolution,  the  firm  parts  of  which  chiefly  co¬ 
here  together  through  the  earth  they  contain,  and 
therefore  would  be  far  more  difficultly  converted  into 
liquid  chyle  :  but,  when  a  matter  fit  for  faftening  the 
folids  together  is  afterwards  to  be  formed  from  this 
chyle,  then  the  acefcency  which  was  neceffary  for 
preparing  the  chyle  is  totally  loft,  and  an  alcalefcent 
fait  is  produced,  which  feizing  on  the  terrene  par¬ 
ticles  forms  a  fubftance  not  to  be  diffolved  by  wa¬ 
ter,  but  capable  of  propelling  the  humours  :  From 
all  which  circumflances  he  finally  thus  concludes ; 
XJtique^  quanda  vis  mutandi  acefcentia  in  ale  cilia  in  cor- 
'pore  humano  deficit ,  offa  turn ,  cartilagines ,  dentes ,  li- 
|j 'amenta ,  laxa7  debilia ,  molha ,  flexibilia ,  redduntur  ; 

ut 

t  Element.  Chem.  Tom.  I.  p.  737.  lli 
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ut  in  Rachiticis  animadvertitur  quotidie :  Cc  Likewile 
416  when  the  power  of  changing  acids  into  alcalies 
*c  fails  in  the  human  body,  then  the  bones,  griflles, 
**  teeth,  and  ligaments,  are  rendered  lax,  weak, 
cc  foft,  and  flexible,  as  may  be  daily  obferved  in 
cc  ricketty  children.5’ 

The  thorax  prefled  to  the  fides,  &x.]  Where 
Gliffon  f  defcribe$  the  figns  of  the  rickets  which  ap¬ 
pear  before  difiedlion  in  the  bodies  of  thole  who 
have  died  of  this  difeafe,  he  remarks  the  following 
appearances  about  the  thorax :  Pettus  exterius  ma - 
crum ,  &  valde  anguftum ,  pr^efertim  fub  alts ,  .&  a 
lateribus  quafi  comprejjum  conjpicitnr ;  Jiernum  vera 
nonnihil  acuminatum ,  inftar  carince  navis ,  aut  pebioris 
gallina.  Cojiarum  extrema ,  quibus  cum  cartilaginibus 
Jlerni  committuntur ,  nodofa  funt ,  quemadmpdum  de  ar 
ticulis  carpi  &  tali  diximus  :  cc  The  breait  is  ob- 
cc  ferved  externally  lean  and  very  narrow,  and  as  it 
“  were  flattened  and  comprefled,  efpecially  under 
€C  the  armpits,  and  on  the  fides ;  but  the  flernum: 
f6  fbme.what  fharpened  like  the  keel  of  a  fhip  or  the 
44  breafi  of  a  fowl.  The  ends  of  the  ribs  by  which 
cc  they  are  affixed  to  the  cartilages  of  the  flernum 

are  knotty,  exa&ly  in  the  fame  manner  as  we 
fc  have  defcribed  the  joints  of  the  wrifls.’’  For  the 
honey  ribs  have  not  the  requifite  firmnefs  ;  hence 
they  are  eaflly  prdTed  inwards  when  the  nurfe,  with 
her  hands  applied  to  both  fides  of  the  child,  raifes 
it  from  the  ground,  or  carries  it  in  her  arms.  It  is 
in  fome  places  cuflomary  not  to  feat  a  child  fome- 
times  upon  the  right,  and  then  on  the  left  arm,  but 
on  a  horfe-hair  cqffiion  tied  round  the  loins  of  the 
mother  or  nurfe,  whilft  both  hands  are  applied  to. 
the  fides  of  the  thorax  to  prevent  the  child  from  fal¬ 
ling  on  either  fide,  and  to  keep-it  in  an  upright  po- 
fition  with  the  legs  hanging  down.  But  when  the 
fides  only  are  prefled,  the  column  of  the  vertebres 
will  give  way  backwards,  and  the  bones  of  the  fler¬ 
num 

f  De  Rachkide,  C$p.  II.  p,  15, 
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num  will  be  elevated  forwards  *,  and  as  the  verte- 
bres  afford  mod  refidance,  the  bone  of  the  dernum 
>v ill  rife  the  more  upon  that  account ;  and  thus  the 
cavity  of  the  thorax  be  rendered  narrower  when  the 
Tides  are  compreded,  and  the  lungs  more  diffi¬ 
cultly  dilated  in  infpiration ;  whence  an  adhma  and 
other  dangerous  difeafes  of  the  bread  To  often  enfue, 
and  this  difeafe  fo  eafily  turns  to  a  confumption  if  of 
any  long  continuance.  Hence  it  is  dated  *  in  the 
prognodics  of  the  rickets,  Afthma  (pr^efertim  Or - 
Ihopncea ,  atque  ea  fpirandi  difficult  as ^  in  qua  decubitus 
in  neutrum  latus  admit tiiur)  valde  periculofum  :  Ante 
abiium  tabem  fibi  comitem  perpetuo  fere  adfciftit,  niffi 
forte  alius  morbus  aut  fymptoma  grave  interveniens ,  ac - 
:celerata  morte ,  tabem  advent  ant  em  pr  revert  at :  cc  that 
u  an  adhma  (efpecially  an  orthopnoea,  and  that  dif- 
iC  ficulty  of  breathing  which  permits  not  the  patient 
?c  to  lie  on  either  Tide)  is  very  dangerous  ;  it  con- 
dantly  for  the  mod  part  before  death  brings  on  a 
confumption,  unlefs  fome  other  fu per vening  dif¬ 
eafe  or  fatal  fymptom  prevents  it  by  "a  fpeedy 
death.”  *  *'  '  '  *  '  ’*  ■: 


k 
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The  abdomen  projects  outwards.]  This  was  treated 
of  in  Sed.  1485,  No.  6. 

Rotten  black  teeth.]-  As  the  rickets  frequently 
attacks  the  patient  about  the  time  of  cutting  the 
teeth,  the  fird  teeth  are  ufually  badly  affeded,  and 
even  the  fecond  teeth  alfo  if  the  difeafe  has  conti¬ 
nued-  any  length  of  time.  So  that  I  have  feen  fome 
youths  who  had  been  negligently  treated  in  the  be-^ 
ginning  of  this  difeafe,  ‘continue  toothlefs  during 
life  :  indeed  this  but  feldom  happens,  but  it  is  oftene? 
pbferved,  that  through  a  fevere  difeafe  fome  of  the 
teeth  are  wanting,  particularly  of  thole  called  the 
mcifores  ;  fome  of :  which,  however,  are  renewed 
about  the  feventh  year,  or  fometimes  later,  when  the 
fird,  called  laftei  or  milk  teeth,  ulually-  fall  out; 
for  when  the  difeafe  is  violent,  and  of  a  long  con- 

tin  uanse* 

|  Jge  R^hitid^  Cap.  XXIII.  p,  28  a.  :  U  * 
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tinuance,  as  the  bones  are  feverely  affected,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  the  teeth  are  in  like  manner  affedted. 
Under  the  adamantine  fhell,  or  enamel  (fo  called), 
which  projects  above  the  gums,  is  concealed  a  more 
tender  boney  fubftance,  which  when  corrupted  the 
tooth  crumbles  to  pieces.  GUJfon  *  obferves,  that 
when  dentition  is  joined  to  the  rickets  it  very  much 
accelerates  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe :  and  he  alio 
fays.  Dentes  nigrefcere ,  aut  fruflillatim  exciderey  pe¬ 
ri  culo  non  vac  at  \  atque  id  eo  pejus  efty  quo  tardius 
alii  in  eorum  locum  fuccrefcunt :  u  That  when  the 
4t  teeth  grow  black,  or  crumble  to  pieces,  the  child 
“  is  not  void  of  danger  ;  and  that  it  is  ftill  the  more 
4C  dangerous  the  longer  time  that  others  take  in 
44  fpringing  up  in  their  places.”  For  a  phyfician 
may  from  this  circum fiance  learn  that  the  difeafe 
is  violent,  if  the  fecond  teeth  ftill  lurking  in  the 
fockets  have  been  affedted  by  the  firft  decayed  teeth 
placed  over  them,  or  at  leaft,  that  it  will  more  dif¬ 
ficultly  yield  to  the  prefcribed  remedies,  and  be 
more  flowly  eradicated.  The  famous  Buchnery  al¬ 
ready  mentioned  f ,  has  obferved,  A  dentibus  oriri 
fnorbum  \  unde,  ft  infans  ferius ,  poft  primum  annum  y 
v.  g.  anno  mo  &  dimidip ,  aut  quadrantey  aut  plane 
expleto  jam  annorum  binarioy  dentes  edaty  utut  antea 
vegetus  &  alacris  fuerity  metuendum  ejly  ne  in  fpina - 
lem  morbum  incidat^Jive  convulfiones  dentitioni  ac cedant , 
vel  non.  In  Rachitide  imp  erf  ell  a  dentes ,  carie  eje£iiy 
feptimo  anno  repay  antury  in  perfella  vero  non :  “  that 
“  the  difeafe  begins  in  the  teeth ;  whence,  if  an  in- 
fant  cuts  its  teeth  late,  viz.  after  the  firft  year, 
in  a  year  and  half,  or  three  quarters,  or  at  the 
expiration  of  two  years,  though  he  had  been  be- 
fore  robuft  and  lively,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  he 
“  will  fall  into  the  fpinal  difeafe,  whether  convul* 
|4  fions  accompany  dentition  or  not.  In  the  imper- 

fed* 

*  De  Rachitide,  Cap.  XXIII.  p.  287,  zS8. 
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“  fed  rickets  the  carious  teeth  are  fupplied  by  new 
“  ones  in  the  ieventh  year,  but  not  in  the  perfedl.” 
It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  this  author  calls  that  the 
perfed  rickets,  when  no  hopes  remain  of  curing  the 
difeafe  :  Rachitis  imperfecta  difficult  eryp  erf eft  a  vix  aut 
raro  curatur .  Saltern ,  oblata  licet  occajione ,  car  am  pe¬ 
ri  ch  tar  i  noluit :  u  The  imperfed  rickets  is  with  dif- 
“  ficulty  cured,  the  perfed,  feldom  or  never.  At 
“  leaft  he  would  not  hazard  a  cure,  though  an  op- 
“  portunity  offered.5’  Which  fentiment,  however, 
cannot  be  commended,  as  patients  have  often  reco¬ 
vered  from  this  and  other  difeafes,  though  given  over 
by  all  who  faw  them. 

But  he  obferved,  that  the  difeafe  commonly 
proved  fatal,  if  a  remarkable  flench  of  the  mouth 
accompanied  the  caries  of  the  teeth.  Moreover  he 
has  confirmed  *  that  prognoflic  of  Gliffon  concerning 
the  flow  eruption  of  the  new  teeth  in  a  ricketty  child  ; 
for  the  fir  11  teeth  were  cut  flowly,  and  with  almofl 
continual  convulfions  ;  then  all  the  figns  of  a  com¬ 
mencing  rickets  declared  themfelves  ;  the  teeth  be¬ 
came  yellow,  then  black,  and  dropped  out,  fo  that 
the  child  lived  for  five  years  toothlefs  j  one  tooth 
fprung  up  in  the  eleventh  year  of  its  age,  which  re¬ 
mained  until  death  put  an  end  to  its  miferable  life 
in  its  fourteenth  year.  A  copper-plate,  annexed  to 
this  differtation,  exhibits  the  wonderful  deformity  of 
a  body  fo  long  affedled  with  the  rickets. 

For  though  ricketty  children  often  fall  much  fooner 
vidlimsto  this  difeafe,  yet  many  recover  from  it ;  but 
they  are  deformed,  and  lead  a  miferable  life,  almofl 
incapable  of  every  kind  of  occupation,  unlefs  pro¬ 
per  remedies  are  in  time  applied  ;  which  will  be  here¬ 
after  treated  of.  Hence  Glifficn ,  f  treating  of  the 
prognoftics  of  this  difeafe,  thus  fays :  ghti  ftatum 
tnorbi  attingunt ,  quo  nempe  is  non  amplius  augetury 
emnes ,  fi  retie  trattentur ,  evadunty  nifi  forte  alius  mor¬ 
bus 

*  Drfptitat.  ad  fciOrb.  Hiftof.  opera  Halleri,  Tom.  VI.  p.  280. 
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bus  Jit  conjundlus,  aut  cafu  all  quo  Jiipeweniat  y  agrum- 
que  in  aiigmehtum  ulterius  deturbet .  Beclinatio  fymp- 
tomatum  Jimiliter ,  fed  certius ,  fanitatis  reftitutionem 
follicetur :  “  All  thofe  who  reach  that  ftate  of  the 
“  difeafe,  wherein  it  appears  to  be  at  a  Hand,  efcape 
<c  if  they  are  rightly  treated,  unlefs  fome  other  dif- 
u  eafe  is  by  chance  complicated  with  it,  or  acci- 
<€  dentally  happens,  and  hurries  on  a  farther  aug- 
mentation  thereof.  A  declenfion  of  the  fymptoms 
in  like  manner,  but  more  certainly,  promifes  refto- 
<£  ration  of  health.5’ 

Which,  daily  increafing,  often  leave  fimilar  perni¬ 
cious  difeafes  during  life,  chiefly  the  fpina  ventofa* 
and  a  caries  of  the  bones.]  It  was  before  demon- 
ftrated,  that  the  bones  have  ‘not  a  due  firmnefs  in 
ricketty  bodies ;  hence  they  retain  *not  their  natural 
lituation  and  figure  when  they  are  preis’d  by  the  in¬ 
cumbent  weight  of  the  body  in  an  eredt  pofture  5 
whence  the  fpina  dorfi  is  fo  often  deformed,  and 
alfo  the  inferior  extremities  :  the  fame  happens  in 
the  fuperior  extremities,  when  thefe  little  patients, 
in  a  conftant  fedentary  pofition,  or  as  they  lie  in 
their  beds,  drive  with  their  hands  and  arms  to  change 
the  lituation  of  the  body,  which,  if  it  remains  for 
a  long  time  in  the  fame  pofture,  begets  an  uneafy 
fenfation  even  in  found  and  robuft  men  :  whence  it 
is  alfo  obferved,  that  the  healthy  fometimes  as  they 
fleep  change  their  pofture,  to  remove  the  uneafinefs 
they  feel  from  a  long  prefiiire  of  the  body  on  a  par¬ 
ticular  part  during  the  time  of  fleep.  For  unlefs 
this  change  of  fituation  was  nowand  then  obtained, 
the  circulation  would  be  flopped  in  thofe  parts  we 
lie  on,  and  a  gangrene  would  enfue  in  the  parts  thus' 
exceedingly  comprefled  *,  as  phyficians  lament  is  fre¬ 
quently  the  cafe  when  ftupid  and  foporific  patients 
feel  not  that  uneafinefs,  and  their  nurfes,  though 
adviled  to  fhift  them  from  fide  to  fide,'  are  negligent 
in  performing  that  duty.  But  as  a  perfed  exerciie 
of  the  fenfes  ftill  attends  ricketty  children,  thefe  mi- 

ferablc 


Sedt.  1487.  The  Rickets.  495 

ierable  little  creatures  the  more  frequently  ufe  their 
hands  to  change  their  pofition  of  body  ;  hence  the 
epiphyfes  of  the  radius,  ulna,  and  os  humeri  protu- 
berate,  and  the  middle  parts  of  the  bones  between 
the  joints,  wanting  a  due  firmnefs,  begin  to  be  in- 
curvated.  The  adtion  of  the  mufcles  affixed  to  the 
bone  might  alfo  change  the  natural  figure  of  thele 
bones,  which  are  exceffively  flexible  in  this  difeafe  : 
but  it  before  appeared,  that  the  amplitude  and 
ftrength  of  the  mufcles  are  diminiffied,  and  that 
their  a&ivity  decreafes  in  the  rickets  ;  whence  this 
is  perhaps  to  be  lefs  dreaded,  for  the  preceding  rea- 
fon ;  but  when  their  loft  ftrength  is  by  a  happy 
cure  reftored  to  the  mufcles,  and  a  firmnefs  alfo  gra¬ 
dually  fucceeds  in  the  bones,  then  the  figure  of 
thele  incurvated  bones  is  often  amended  by  the  foie 
power  of  the  mufcles  affixed  to  them.  This  matter 
will  be  more  fully  difplayed  when  we  come  to  the 
cure  of  this  difeafe.  D' Aubenton^  who  was  very  ac¬ 
curate  not  only  in  defcribing  the  ftrudfure  of  the 
human  body,  but  was  incomparably  curious  in  that 
kind  of  anatomy  ufually  called  comparative ,  which  de- 
fcribes  the  parts  of  animals,  and  compares  them  with  the 
human  parts  of  the  fame  names,  whereby  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  all  the  fun&ions  is  much  enlightened,  (in 
his  defcription  of  the  moft  precious  mufeum  of  na¬ 
tural  hiftory,  *  the  care  of  which  is  committed  to  him, 
and  in  the  difcharge  of  which  duty  he  has  acquitted’ 
himfelf  with  fo  much  reputation)  defcribes  many  fpe- 
cimens,  fome  alfo  by  very  accurate  drawings,  which 
evidently  teach  us  in  what  a  wonderful  manner  the' 
human  bones  may  be  changed  in  this  "difeafe ;  and 
even  how  the  very  fubftanoe  of  thefe  bones  is  at 
length  fometimes  miferably  deftroyed.  But  as  the 
morbid  ftate  of  the  bones  can  be  more  accurately 
ebferved  in  dry  bones,  he  therefore  has  defcribed vand 

deli- 

*  Hitfoi're  naturelle  avec  la  defcription  du  Cabinet  du  Roy, 
Tom.  III.  p.  57,  &  fuivantes. 
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delineated  fome  fkeletons,  in  which  the  bones  re¬ 
mained  annexed  to  each  other  by  their  own  liga¬ 
ments.  All  thefe  things  deferve  to  be  attentively- 
read  and  confidered. 

Buchner %  *  has  delineated  a  girl  who,  for  fourteen 
years,  was  affe&ed  with  the  rickets  before  fhe  died 
of  that  difeafe.  In  this  figure  appears  indeed  a  very 
great  deformity  of  the  limbs,  but  the  ftate  of  the 
bones  ft  ill  covered  by  the  foft  parts  is  not  feen  ;  but 
in  the  diffe&ion  of  the  body  of  the  fame  girl  f  we 
thus  read :  Supra  modnm  molles  &  fcijfu  faciles  carti - 
lagines  erant.  Ipfa  vero  ojfa  cartilagineam  naturam , 

mollitie ,  &  facie  ipfa,  amulata  funt.  Cultro  ana - 
tomico  abfque  vi  totum  os  femoris  difcidi.  Articuli 
a  naturali  fua  conftitutione ,  uti  totum  corpus ,  degene - 
raverant.  Ita  contra  Si  a  &  collapfa  pelvis  ojfa  erant , 
ut  digit um  ano  immijfum  vix  admit terent,  atque  ut 
indetota  vefica  in  abdomen  expulf a  per egrinaret.  Cavum 
cjfium  fiftuloforum  ex  binis  oppofitis  later  ibus  admodum 
comprejfum  erat ,  ut  cavitas  cylindrica  in  planam  & 
paralelogrammiformem  mutata  ejfet :  “  The  cartilages 
“  were  beyond  meafure  foft,  flexible,  and  eahly 
*c  divided.  The  very  bones  themfelves  refembled 
“  cartilages,  both  in  appearance  and  ioftnefs.  I  cut 
<c  the  thigh-bone  through  with  a  difteCting  knife 
cc  with  all  imaginable  eafe.  The  joints  as  well  as 
<c  the  whole  body  had  degenerated  from  their  na- 
<c  tural  form.  L  he  bones  of  the  pelvis  were  fo 
“  contracted  and  collapfed,  that  they  would  hardly 
‘c  admit  of  the  introduction  of  the  finger  up  the  anus, 
“  and  thereby  the  whole  bladder  was  forced  out  into 
“  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  The  cavity  of  the  fiftu- 
<c  lous  bones  had  been  fo  much  compreffed  on  the 
<c  oppofite  fides,  that  their  cylindrical  cavity  had 
<c  been  changed  into  the  form  of  a  parallelogram.’’ 
jy Aubent on  J  alfo  obferved  like  wonderful  deformi¬ 
ties  in  the  bodies  of  perfons  who  died  of  the  ricl/ets, 

/  but 

*  f 

*  Difputat.  ad  morb.  Hiftor.  opera  Haller,  Tom.  VI.  p,  300. 

f  Ibidem,  p.  zSi,  J  In  loco  citato,  p,  74,  75, 
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out  they  were  fo  various,  that  he  de (paired  of  giving* 
an  exad  delcription  of  them,  though  the  bones  of 
this  fkeleton,  connected  by  its  real  ligaments,  re¬ 
mained  in  as  natural  a  fttuation  as  poffibly  could  be 
expeded.  Whence  he  thus  finishes  his  account  of 
this  fkeleton  :  Uno  verbo  die  am ,  pleraqueojfa  compla- 
nata  fuiffe  diverjimode  fecundum  illorum  longitudinem * 

“  I  (hall,  in  one  word,  fay,  that  the  bones  were,  for 
tc  the  mod  part,  flattened  divers  ways,  according  to 
<c  their  length.5’  This  fkeleton  was  three  feet,  two 
inches,  long:  though  from  the  dimenflons  of  one  of 
the  bones,  and  from  obferving  the  progrefs  of  the 
ofli  ft  cation,  the  patient  had  probably  been  fubjed  to 
this  difeafe  for  eighteen  or  twenty  years  before  it 
proved  fatal.  It  was  before  remarked  in  §.  1316, 
where  diflicult  labour  was  treated  of,  that  the  mid¬ 
wives  always  dread  a  diflicult  labour,  when  they  aft 
fift  thole  lying-in  women  who,  in  their  youth,  had 
laboured  under  the  rickets ;  efpecialiy  if  any  re¬ 
markable  deformity  remains  about  the  ultimate  ver- 
tebres  of  the  loins,  and  the  bones  which  conftitute  the 
cavity  of  the  pelvis  ^  which  may  not  only  caufe  a 
diflicult  labour,  but  fometimes  alfo  a  total  impofti- 
bility  of  excluding  the  infant.  See  what*'  has  been 
farther  faid  in  that  fedion.  , 

Similar  inconveniences  may  arife  from  the  fame 
caufe,  when  the  cavity  of  the  thorax  is  ftraitened 
through  the  deformity  of  the  back  bone,  fo  that  the 
lungs  cannot  be  freely  expanded ;  whence  trouble- 
fome  and  perpetual  coughs,  an  incurable  afthma,  an 
incredible  anxiety,  the  face  livid,  and  (Veiled  by  an 
increafed  or  flight  motion  of  the  body,  ioipofthumes 
of  the  lungs,  an  incurable  confumption,  hard  fchir-  v 
ruffes,  and  adheflons  of  the  lungs  with  the  pleura, 
enfue  *,  as  appears  from  the  preceding  obfervations. 

But  wonderful  defeds  have  alfo  been  obferved 
in  the  reft:  of  the  bones  of  the  body.  D’Au- 
btntorr\%  in  the  ricketty  fkeleton  juft  now  men- 
Yql.'XVII.  Kk  '  tioned, 

f  In  loco  eiuto,  p.  74. 
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tioned,  cut  through  a  part  of  the  occiput  and  ofia 
parietalja,  and  found  the  parietal  bones,  in  fome 
places,  half  an  inch  thick,  but  fo  thin  in  others, 
that  light  might  be  feen  through  them  $  he  found  alfo 
fuch  thin  places  in  the  bones  of  the  forehead,  of  the 
temples,  and  in  thole  of  the  hinder  part  of  the  head. 
Qiiere,  are  fuch  thin  places  found  in  the  bones  of 
the  extremities  ?  in  which  danger  of  a  fradure  is  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  leaft  force.  In  another  fkele- 
ton,  whofe  figure  he  fhews  in  an  annexed  *  copper¬ 
plate,  marked  with  the  letter  E,  appeared  the 
traces  of  fome  joinings,  as  it  were,  all  round  the 
circumference  of  the  middle  parts  of  the  bones  of 
the  radius,  ulna,  arms,  thighs,  tibia,  and  fibula ; 
and  even  fome  fimilar  traces  appeared  in  the  ribs. 
This  famous  man  doubted  whether  thefe  were 
pot  the  traces  of  fradures  confolidated  by  means  of 
a  callus.  The  difficulty  which  feemed  to  oppofe 
this  opinion  was,  how  fo  many  bones  could  be 
broken  in  this  body,  and  the  fradures  be  again  fo 
well  confolidated.  Hp  was,  therefore,  more  willing 
to  believe  that  they  were  to  be  attributed  to  the 
rickets:  and  that  this  difeafe,  which  fo  difturbs  the 
growth  of  the  bones,  had  inverted  the  natural  order 
of  offification,  which  begins  in  the  middle,  and  pro¬ 
ceeds  towards  the  extremities  of  the  bones ;  but, 
that  in  this  difeafe,  the  middle  part  of  the  bones  had 
remained  a  long  time  cartilaginous,  whilft  the  offifi- 
cation  had,  in  the  mean  time,  begun  to  proceed 
from  both  extremities  towards  the  middle ;  and  that 
both  thefe  offifications,  which  began  from  the  extre¬ 
mities,  meeting  in  the  middle,  might  have  produced 
thofe  traces  of  the  joinings  f  nay,  formerly,  before 
the  bones  had  become  intirely  hard,  tjiey  might  have 
been  bent  in  the  middle,  particularly  in  early  infancy/ 
From  whence  he  infers,  tjhat  if  a  mother  of  fuch 
an  jntant,  in  the  time  of  her  pregnancy,  had  feen  ^ 
jnalefador  broke  on  the  wheel,  the  infant  born  rick- 

etty, 

S  Pjfpotat.  ad  morb.  hiflor.  opera  Halleri,  Tom.  yi.  p.  76. 
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etty,  with  the  bones  flexible  in  the  middle,  would 
afford  a  fpecious  argument  for  thofe  who  endeavour 
to  defend  the  power  of  the  imagination  of  the  mo¬ 
ther  on  the  foetus  contained  in  the  womb. 

But  it  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  the  rickets  is 
feldom  or  never  a  difeafe  born  with  the  foetus,  as 
has  been  fupported  by  many  arguments  in  §.  1481 ; 
and  though  the  foetus  were  already  infe&ed  by  this 
difeafe,  in  the  mother’s  womb,  the  diforder  could 
not  have  gathered  fuch  ftrength,  in  the  early  period 
of  time  after  nativity,  as  to  occaflon  fo  many  broken 
bones.  For  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  difeafe  teaches, 
that  the  rickets  begins  its  attack  later,  and  makes  a 

much  flower  progrefs.  •  T 

But  feveral  authors  have  taken  notice,  that  the 
bones  are  eafily  broken  in  ricketty  children.  The 
celebrated  Petit**  where  he  treats  of  the  morbid 
change  of  the  bones  in  the  rickets,  fays,  that  the  os 
humeri  is  indeed  fcarcely  changed  in  figure,  as  it  is 
every  where  girded  with  mufclcs  which  aie  of  almoft 
equal  ftrength,  neither  is  it  obliged  to  luftain  the 
weight  of  the  body  like  the  os  femoris  ;  yet  he  re¬ 
marks,  that  when  the  bones  have  been  aheady  much 
foftened  by  the  difeafe,  then  in  the  part  where  the 
deltoid  and  anterior  brachial  mufcles  are  inferted,  the 
os  humeri  is  fo  incurvated,  that  the  anterior  part  be¬ 
comes  convex,  and  the  pofterior  concave :  Verum 
fapijfime  in  hoc  loco  os  invenitur  femifrablum  ;  quod 
pluribus  vicibus  viderat .  Hoc  infortunium  non  t  ant  urn 
off  humeri  acridity  fed  faepe  etiam  cojlis ,  uti  &  me  did? 
parti  ojfum  femoris  &  crurum .  “  But  the  bone  is 

<c  very  often  found  half  broken  in  that  place;  which 
“  he  had  frequently  feen.  This  misfortune  not 
<c  only  happens  to  the  os  humeri,  but  often  alfo  to 
the  ribs,  as  alfo  to  the  middle  parts  of  the  bones 
fc  of  the  thighs  and  legs.”  Buchner  4  obferved, 
that’  the  thigh  bone  was  broke,  by  a  very  flight 
'  K  k  2  ftroke, 

*  Traite  des  maladies  des  Os,  Tom.  ii.  p-  547,  54^* 

t  Difputat.  ad  Morbor.  Hiftor.  op&ra  Hallen,  Tom.  VI.  pag. 
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ftroke,  in  the  latter  davs  of  a  girl  who  died  of  the 
rickets,  in  the  hxteenth  year  of  her  age,  though  fhe 
was  not  able  to  fit,  much  lefs  walk,  in  the  ultimate 
ftage  of  this  difeafe.  Ariother  girl,  who  was  fuckled 
aim  oft  two  years,  and  perfectly  healthy  during  that 
period  of  time,  afterwards  became  ricketty  ;  and,  in 
the  third  year  of  her  age,  by  only  running  in  the  flreet, 
broke  her  thigh  bone  ;  and  though  that  fradture  was 
found  consolidated,1  upon  dilfedting  her  body  after 
her  death,  which  happened  in  the  tenth  year  of  her 
age,  yet  fhe  was,  by  the  violence  of  the  difeafe,  de¬ 
prived  of  the  power  of  walking,  in  her  life  time, 
after  that  fracture.  vi  '  •i' 

I  believe 4  thefe  circumflances  are  fufficient  to 
prove,  that  the  diminifhed  Tolidity  of  the  bones,  in 
this  difeafe,  often  occafions  fractures  of  thefe  bones, 
Befides,  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  the  epiphyfes  of 
the  bones  grow  protuberant  at  the  joints,  (vide  §. 
1485.  No.  8.)  whence  ail  the  bones  generally  fwell 
about  their  joints,  as  jyAubenton\  has  obferved  in 
the  fkeletons  of  ricketty  perfons1;  particularly,  the 
bones  of  the  thighs  ancl  legs  labour  under  this  defedt 
at  their  joints  y  nor  have  the  cavities  of  the  joints  an 
amplitude  large  enough  in  proportion,  to  receive  the 
head  of  the  articulating  bone,  as  its  bulk  is  inf 
creafed  by  the  difeafe  :  hence  arifes  danger  of  an  eafy 
diflocation  of  the  joint  *,-  which  perhaps  more  fre¬ 
quently'  happens  in  the  rickets  than  is  believed. 
Whilft'£r//^»‘il  teeites  f he '  pVognoftic  figns  of  this 
difeafe,  '  he,  amongft  others,  obferves :  Qui  crura 
furfum  irahunt ,  neque  ea  lubenter'  extendi  patiunturl 
difficulter "  cur  ant  ur . .  “  Thofe  who  draw  their  legs? 

upwards,  and  fufjer  them  not  to  be  extended  wik 
u  lingly,  are  difficultly  cured.’*  If  the  head  of  the 
thigh  bone  enters'  not.  deep  enough  into  its  focket, 
in  a  ricketty  child,  'where  the  ligaments  are  relaxed, 
it  eafdy -falls  out ;  and  when  it  has  thus  flipped  out 
of  the  joint,  it  is  again  drawn  upwards-  by  the  mul- 
1  :: '  ■  'i!-  V  .'■-  *  *  ’*  '■  ”  t  cles  i 

J  Hiftoire  nature) le  avec  la  defeript.  du  Cabinet  duRoy,  Tom, 
74.  |j  De  ka'chitide.  Cap.  xxiii.  p.‘287.  ■  n  i  ;  f*  v- 
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cles ;  whereby  the  limb  Is  Ihortened,  nor  can  it  be 
extended  without  great  pain.  Perhaps  this  ultimate 
prognoftic  alfo  refpe&s  this  circumftance  :  <$ui  fact- 
cilius  tolerant  omnimodam  jadlationem  corporis ,  ceteris 
paribus ,  facilius  curantur  ;  44  Thole  who  moft  ealily 
bear  a  tolling  of  the  body  every  way,  ceteris  pa- 
ribus,  are  molt  ealily  cured.”  For  this  patience, 
in  fuftaining  every  kind  of  motion,  fhews  that  the 
joints  are  not  only  good,  but  that  the  bread  is  alfo 
tree  ;  which  is  a  very  good  fign.  Whence  thefe  mi- 
ferable  little  patients  are  incapable  of  moving  their 
own  bodies ;  nor  can  their  ntuations  be  changed  by 
others,  without  danger  of  an  immediate  fuffoca- 
tion,  when  the  rickets  is  far  advanced,  and  a  fatal 
event  is  apprehended.  Buchner  *  faw  the  whole  train 
of  fuch  miferies  in  a  ricketty  girl,  who,  in  the  lad 
period  of  her  life,  integro  pedebrevior  reddebatur, 
magno  capite ,  ac  inter  elevatas  fcapulas  quafi  gomphojl 
immijfoy  brachiis  &  pe  dibus  cur  vat  is  mir  unique  intortisy 
elevato  fierno  cjf  eminente  abdomine ,  ex  homine  in  mon- 
ft  rum  degenerabat .  ‘T unc ,  nequidesn  federe  valens ,  & 
brachiis  &  dorfo ,  mifer andum  Jpediaculum  !  fufpendendct 
erat.  Et  retro ,  niji  caput  perpetuo  muniretur ,  mox 
iotum  cadebat  \  quo  nempe  curvatura  vertebrarum  colli 
divertebatur ,  44  was  rendered  fhorter  by  an  entire 

“  foot ;  had  a  large  head,  funk  in,  as  if  fattened  by 
Cl  the  future  called  Gomphofis ,  between  her  elevated 
fhoulder  blades  ;  her  arms  and  legs  incurvated  and 
aiftorted  in  a  furprizing  manner ;  the  fternum 
raifed  up  and  fharp,  and  the  abdomen,  prominent ; 
fo  that  from  a  human  being  {Tie  had  degenerated 
“  into  a  monfter ;  being  then  unable  to  fit,  oh  piti- 
ful  fpeftaele  !  fhe  was  obliged  to  be  fufpended  by 
44  the  arms  and  back.  And  if  the  head  was  not 
“  perpetually  propped  behind,  it  quickly  fell  back* 

<c  wards  :  by  which  means  the  curvature  of  the  ver- 
“  tebres  of  the  neck  was  even  turned  on  one  fide.55 

It  alfo  feems  very  greatly  to  be  feared  in  thofe  who 
recover  from  a  long  continued  rickets,  left  that  be- 

K  k  3  Tides 

*  Ibidem,  p,  1 90, 
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fides  the  deformity  of  ftature,  there  fhould  from 
thence  remain  fuch  a  change  of  the  fabrick  in  the 
bones,  as  afterwards  may  produce  bad  difeafes  of  the 
bones,  very  difficult  to  be  cured,  namely  a  caries, 
and  the  fpina  ventofa. 

It  has  before  appeared,  that,  by  the  very  necefTary 
adions  of  health,  thofe  particles  are  wafted  in  a  firm 
and  found  bone,  and  as  it  were,  vanifh  out  of  the 
body,  on  which  the  firmnefs  and  ftrength  of  the  bones 
depend;  which,  if  not  reftored  by  the  adion  of  the 
veflels  and  vifeera,  from  the  aliments  converted  into 
the  nature  of  the  fluid  and  folid  parts  of  the  body, 
the  ftrudure  of  the  bones  will  degenerate  from  its 
natural  genius,  and  at  length  become  morbid,  if 
the  fame  defed  remains  a  long  time.  But  as  the 
whole  hiftory  of  the  rickets  teaches,  that  the  dif¬ 
eafe  injures  the  folid  parts  of  the  body,  particularly 
the  bones,  it  will  not  appear  wonderful,  that  traces 
lof  the  diforder  remain  in  the  bones  where  the  difeafe 
has  been  a  long  time  endured ;  which  will  manifeft 
themielves  upon  the  recovery  of  ftrength  and 
health,  and  will  fometimes  require  to  be  feparated 
from  the  found  parts  of  the  bones;  which  indeed 
might  fuccefsfully  be  done,  if  a  way  was  prepared 
for  the  exfoliation  of  the  affeded  bone,  by  a  plenti¬ 
ful  fuppuration  of  the  foft  parts  ;  but  this  good 
luck  feldotn  happens,  as  a  great  difpofition  to  putre- 
fadion  attends  this  difeafe  when  grievous,  which, 
fometimes  attains  fuch  a  vaft  malignity,  that  Buch¬ 
ner  *  faw  a  miferable  girl,  who,  the  laft  day  of  her 
life,  adeo  tetram  ore  exfpirajfe  mephitim ,  a  qua  fanijfi- 
mus  volucris ,  cave# ,  qua  puella  vertici  perpendicularis 
imminebat ,  inclufus ,  mox  enecatus  eft,  “  breathed  fo 

foul  a  ftench  from  her  mouth,  that  a  very  healthy 
“  bird,  in  a  cage  which  hung  over  her  head,  was 

immediately  killed  by  it.” 

But  as  every  thing,  that  regards  this  matter,  was 
before  treated  of,  in  a  particular  chapter  on  the  di- 
fcafes  of  the  bones,  in  §.  512,  and  the  following,: 
thofe  paflages  may  be  referred  to. 

SECT. 

*  Difput.  ad  morbor.  hiflor.  opera  Halkri,  Tom.  vi.  p.  279. 
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AN  D  during  the  whole  courfe  of  this 
difeafe,  a  flow,  flight  fever  doth  con- 
fume  the  body  until  death ;  and  then  do  all 
the  fibres,  membranes,  veflels,  and  vifcera, 
appear  foft,  and  withered,  the  humours  all 
diflolved  and  flimy.  So  that  we  may  conclude 
the  proximate  caufe  of  this  difeafe,  to  be  a 
fluggifli,  flimy,  cold,  and  vapid,  cacochymy, 
perhaps  with  a  mixture  of  a  latent  venereal 
virus,  together  with  a  very  loofe  fabrick  of 

the  folid  parts. 

,  ,  A  \ 

The  rickets  proceeds  (lowly:  and  not  only  makes  its 
progrefs  for  many  months,  but  alfo  for  years,  before 
it  deftroys  the  body  ;  as  may  be  eafily  colle&ed  frorri 
what  has  been  before  faid.  For  it  has  been  proved 
by  many  inftances,  that  the  firft  fymptoms  of  the 
commencing  difeafe  manifeft  themfelves  after  the* 
firit  cutting  of  the  teeth  j  and  that  a  miferable  life  has 
been  dragged  on  to  the  fourteenth  or  fixteenth  year* 
of  the  patient’s  age,  before  death  put  an  end  to  its 
train  of  calamities.  But  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that 
many,  who  are  affli6ted  with  the  rickets  in  a  tender 
age,  (till  fuffer  much  longer.  Glijfon  *  remarks, 
that  thofe  who  are  not  perfedlly  cured  before  th£ 
expiration  of  their  fifth  year,  afterwards  furvive 
as  miferable,  ailing,  creatures,  and  die  afthmatic, 
eache&ic,  or  confumptive,  before  they  arrive  at 
manhood ;  Vel  faltem  gibbofos ,  nemos,  curves,  aut 
aliter  de formes,  pojlmodum  fupereffe \  ct  or  they  at 

Kk  4  “  leaft 

*  De  Rachitide,  Cap.  xxilh  pag.  2$ 9, 
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44  lead  remained  hump- back  dwarfs,  or  otherwife 
44  deformed.”  But  it  is  a  known  fad,  that  every 
difeafe  is  terminated  in  a  threefold  manner  :  for  it 
either  ends  in  health,  death,  or  turns  to  another  di¬ 
feafe  different  from  the  former,  to  which,  as  the 
caufe,  it  owes  its  origin.  Thus  a  hump-backed 
perfon  is  no  longer  called  ricketty,  though  that  de¬ 
formity  of  the  back  may  proceed  from  a  preceding 
rickets  :  the  fame  is  true  with  refped  to  other  defor¬ 
mities,  the  confequences  of  the  rickets.  But  here  it 
is  affirmed,  that  a  How,  flight,  fever,  gradually 
preys  upon  the  body  until  death,  in  the  real  rickets, 
though  it  often  ceafes,  when  that  difeafe  is  afterwards 
changed  into  another. 

Yet  it  may  be  doubted,  whether  a  flight  fever 
accompanies  this  difeafe  in  the  very  firft;  period  of 
ks  invafion. 

GHJfon  *,  who  examined  this  difeafe  with  fo  much 
care,  confeffes  as  follows  :  Adeo  lente  fcnfimque  ob- 
repit ,  ut  ad  plures  menfes  vix  fui  manifefta  vejiigia  pro - 
dat ,  niji  forte  a  vehementijfimis  caufis  ejus  progreffus- 
promoveaiur ,  ut  a  morbo  violentiore  aut  colliquante ,  feu 
antecedents ,  feu  fuperveniente .  44  It  fteals  on  fo 
44  ilowly,  and  gradually,  that  it  hardly  difclofes  any 
44  manifeft  traces  for  many  months,  unlefs  that  its 
44  progrefs  is  accidentally  promoted  by  the  molt  ve- 
44  hement  caufes  ;  fuch  as  a  very  violent  or  colliqua- 
44  tive  difeafe,  whether  preceding,  or  coming  after.5* 
It  is  by  all  agreed,  that  this  flow,  fmail,  fever  at¬ 
tends  the  difeafe  when  more  advanced;  but  it  is  tar- 
ditas  motus  hujus  morbi  in  Jua  prima  invafione ,  44  flow 
44  of  motion  in  the  firft:  invafion  of  this  difeafe.” 
But  the  figns  of  the  commencement  of  this  difeafe  in 
young  children,  who  had  not  as  yet  begun  to  walk5 
were  treated  of  in  §.  1485  :  where  the  unufual  flac¬ 
cid  ftate  of  ricketty  dead  bodies  was  alfo  remarked, 
in  No.  5  y  whereas  it  ufually  happens,  that  thole  who 
die  of  other  difeafes,  grow  ftiffi  not  only  after,  but 

fometimes- 
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fometimes  before  death  alfo  :  whence  the  parents  or 
relations  of  a  dead  body  pay  it  their  laft  duty  by 
clofing  the  eye-lids  and  mouth  of  it,  left  it  ffiould 
be  a  horrid  fpedade,  thefe  parts  remaining  open  after 
death  :  they  in  like  manner  place  the  head  in  a  right 
fituation,  and  join  the  hands.  If  this  duty  was  too 
long  delayed  after  death,  the  body  would  become 
fo  ftiff,  that  this  pious  work  could  no  longer  be  ex¬ 
ecuted,  or  at  leaft  not  without  great  difficulty  ;  but 
all  the  joints  remain  flexible  in  ricketty  dead  bodies, 
and  the  large  head  falls,  from  its  weight  alone,  to 
this  or  that  fide,  if  not  fupported. 

The  humours  all  diflolved  and  flimy.]  The  ob- 
fervations  made  in  the  chapter  de  morbis  vifcerum 
debilium  et  laxorum ,  u  on  weak  and  lax  vifcera,’* 
in  Section  41,  and  the  following  fedions,  merit  at¬ 
tention  here,  as  alfo  the  remarks  on  the  difeafes  of 
weak  and  lax  fibres,  in  Sed.  24,  and  on  the  fimilar 
defeds  in  the  veflels,  in  Sed.  38,  &c.  for  all  thefe1 
alfo  take  place  in  the  rickets.  It  was  aemonftrated, 
in  Sed.  25,  that  a  defeat  of  the  mufcular  motion  is 
to  be  defervedly  recited  amongft  the  primary  caufes 
of  the  weaknefs  and  laxity  of  the  fibres  ;  it  appeared, 
in  Sed.  30,  that  the  fibres  are  weak  in  infants,  grow¬ 
ing  children,  and  fuch  as  lead  fedentary  inadive 
lives  ;  in  Sed.  35,  2.  that  the  folid  fibres,  when  too 
ftiff  and  elaftic,  are  amended  by  reft  and  much  found 
fleep  in  a  humid  and  cold  air,  for  thus  they  are  ren¬ 
dered  weaker  and  fofter  ;  in  Sed.  43,  3.  that  flug- 
giffinefs  of  the  fluids  circulating  through  the  greater 
veflels,  which  depends  upon  the  diminiffied  quantity 
of  aqueous  fluidity,  and  languid  mufcular  motion  is 
from  thence  deduced  ;  but  all  thefe  matters  are  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  hiftory  of  the  rickets.  In  Sed.  44, 
the  diforders  that  arife  from  a  debility  and  re¬ 
laxation  of  the  veflels  and  vifcera  are  enumerated, 
particularly  the  cachexy ,  and  cachochymy ,  together 
wfth  their  fatal  confequences,  confumptions ,  the  empye¬ 
ma ,  dropfy ,  and  atrophy ,  all  which  are  obferved  in 

the 
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the  courfe  of  the  rickets.  It  was  proved,  in  Sedt. 
48,  that  the  blood  in  very  robuft  bodies  is  exceflive 
denfe,  tough,  and  mild,  but  in  very  tender  bodies 
diflolved,  thin,  light,  and  acrimonious. 

All  thefe  circumftances  therefore  confpire  together 
in  the  rickets  to  caufe  a  diffolution  of  the  humours, 
nor  has  the  blood  an  healthy  firm  confidence,  but 
only  a  clammy,  glutinous  lentor,  which  has  been 
treated  of  in  Se<ft.  69,  and  the  following  fedbions. 

Obfervations  worthy  of  credit  confirm  what  has 
been  juft  now  faid  :  the  celebrated  du  Verney  *  af¬ 
firms,  Carnes  Rachiticorum  albas ,  molles ,  de color es^ 
ejfey  fanguinem  autem  aquofum ,  valde  dijfolutum  : 

“  that  the  flefh  of  ricketty  children  is  white,  foft, 
<c  and  almoft  colourlefs,  and  the  blood  watery  and 
«  very  much  diflolved.”  Buchner  -{-  teftihes,  that 
in  the  dead  body  of  a  ricketty  girl  fanguis  fummo- 
pere  tenuis ,  refolutus ,  &  rutilus ,  erat :  “  the  blood 
46  was  extremely  thin,  diflolved,  and  florid.” 

Wherefore  we  may  conclude  the  proximate  caufe, 
&c.]  From  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  rickets,  hi¬ 
therto  defcribed,  follows  the  proximate  caufe  thereof, 
fuch  as  is  here  defcribed.  That  is  called  the  proxi¬ 
mate  caufe  of  a  difeafe  which  diredtly  conftitutes 
the  whole  prefent  diforder ;  the  prefence  whereof 
founds  and  continues  the  difeafe,  and  the  abfence  of 
which  removes  it.  For  the  humours  degenerate 
from  thofe  qualities  which  are  required  in  health, 
and  then  a  cacochymy  is  faid  to  exift ;  which  may 
be  of  various  kinds,  but  is  in  this  difeafe  found  to 
be  inert,  vapid,  and  flimy.  The  fabric  of  the  folid 
parts  of  the  body  here  is  alfo  too  lax,  as  has  been 
demonftrated  *,  but  our  humours  are  fo  concodted  by 
the  ftrength  of  our  velfels  and  different  vifcera,  that 
they  acquire  the  natural  qualities  required  for  health; 
and  therefore  they  gradually  degenerate  when  the 
ftrength  of  the  folids  is  debilitated* 

And 

*  Trai cedes  maladies  des  Os,  Tom.  11. p.  291. 

f  Diiputat.  ad  morb.  hiftor,  opera  Halleri,  Tom.  Vt.  p* 
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And  it  is  alfo  propofed  by  way  of  a  doubt,  whether 
there  is  not  perjhaps  fomething  of  a  venereal  virus 
in  the  rickets,  but  of  the  mildeft  kind. 

The  celebrated  dftruc  *  believed,  that  the  conta¬ 
gion  of  the  venereal  difeafe  may  fometimes  be  of  a 
very  mild  nature,  fo  as  to  be  gradually  broke  down 
by  the  vital  powers,  and  decreafe  in  quantity, 
and  finally  vanifii  totally  from  the  body.  But  he 
fays,  that  this  happinefs  is  never  to  be  expedted  un- 
lefs  the  venereal  virus  has  been  benign,  and  fmall 
in  quantity,  the  blood  alfo  pure,  and  its  component 
parts  duly  mixed  and  perfedtly  elaborated  ;  and  if 
the  virus  was  not  in  this  manner  entirely  diflipated 
from  the  body,  he  conceived,  that  part  of  it  might 
Hill  lurk  a  long  time  there,  fed  ita  coercitum  &  re - 
frcenatum ,  ut  effeftu  caveat  \  feu ,  quod  idem  eft,  late * 
bit  quidem  in  janguine ,  fed  latebit  innoxie ,  quemadmo - 
dum  in  praxi  videre  obvium  eft ,  “  but  fo  restrained 

and  curbed,  as  to  be  incapable  of  producing  its 
“  ufual  effedt ;  or  which  is  the  fame  thing,  it  will 
“  indeed  remain  in  the  blood,  but  will  continue  there 
“  entirely  harmlefs,  as  may  be  obvioufiy  feen  in 
<c  pradtice.”  But  if  the  blood  degenerates  from  its 
found  nature  by  a  fever,  or  any  other  difeafe,  by 
errors  in  diet,  lofs  of  reft,  a  furfeit,  &rc.  eadem  ra - 
tione  venenum  antea  latens  viribus  &  copia  promte  in* 
vale  feet ,  naturali  fero  cia  reftituetar  ;  unde  Lues  ma- 
nifefta,  u  for  the  fame  reafon  the  poifon  before  la- 
“  tent  may  quickly  increafe  in  power  and  quantity, 
w  reaftume  its  natural  fury  *  and  hence  a  manifeft 
**  Lues.” 

He  endeavours  to  confirm  his  opinion  by  an  ar¬ 
gument  drawn  from  uncultivated  trees,  the  fruit 
of  which  yields  a  rough  four  juice,  but  becomes  fa 
mild  when  planted  and  cultivated  in  gardens,  that 
its  flavour  is  very  pleafing  to  the  palate ;  but  if  the 
hand  of  the  gardener  ceafes  from  a  due  culture  of 
iuch  trees,  the  fruit  returns  to  its  former  roughnefs. 

He 

f  Pe  Morhis  Vener,  Lib.  II.  Gap.  V.  p.  102,  103* 
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He  affirms  this  to  be  the  cafe  in  the  venereal  difeafe, 
which  inoffenfively  lurks  in  the  body  :  quamdiu  fan - 
guis  purior  largiorem  Jimilis  veneni  renovationem  re- 
frcenaturus  eft  *,  fua  vero  redditur  native  ferocia  & 
virulent^,  ubi  primum  depravata  fanguinis  integritate 
datur  latenti  veneno  nocendi  locus :  u  as  long  as  the 
66  pure  blood  prevents  a  renovation  of  fimilar  poi- 
tc  fon,  but  is  reftored  to  its  natural  fiercenefs  and 
<£  virulence,  when  the  bldod,  being  firft  depraved  in 
tc  its  quality,  an  opportunity  offers  for  the  latent  vi- 
“  rus  to  exert  its  virulence.” 

Hence  he  explains,  why  the  Lues  may  fometimes  fol¬ 
low,  when  either  of  a  married  couple  carries  the  lurking 
venereal  virus  in  the  body,  though  they  have  a  long¬ 
time  lived  together  in  wedlock  totally  free  from  a 
declared  venereal  difeafe.  Id  enim  fupponit ,  quidpiam 
ex  alterutra  parte  mutatum  fuijfe ,  unde  contagium> 
quod  ab  inf  efts  viro  manat ,  jam  efftcacius  fit ,  vel  fan - 
guis  mult er is,  qui  inficiendus  eft ,  ad  concipiendum  ve- 
nenum  magis  coimp aratus :  cc  For  it  fuppofes  that 
cc  fomething  has  been  changed  in  one  fide  or  the  other ; 
44  from  whence  the  contagion  which  is  emitted  from 
the  infedted  man  becomes  now  more  vigorous, 
“  or  the  blood  of  the  woman  which  is  to  be  in- 
“  fe&ed  more  predifpofed  for  the  reception  of  the 
“poifon.”  But  as  that  famous  man  ftates,  that 
ftrumous  and  ricketty  difpofitions  are  fymptoms  of 
a  degenerated  Lues  :  hence  he  from  the  fame  foun¬ 
dation  explains,  why  out  of  many  children  begotten 
by  the  fame  parents,  fome  afterwards  labour  under 
the  rickets,  and  feveral  others  of  them  do  not.  Id 
enim  arguit ,  hunc  aut  ilium ,  nativ a  corporis  conftitu - 
tione,  vel  morbis ,  qui,  dum  utero  geftantur ,  matrem  de - 
bilitant ,  cateris  imbecilliorem  effe,  unde  contagio  altiiis 
inficiatur  :  u  This  argues,  that  this  or  that  child, 
by  its  natural  conftitution  of  body,  dr  from  fome 
<c  difeafe  that  debilitates  the  mother  during  preg- 
<c  nancy,  is  weaker  than  the  reft ;  whence  it  is 
“  more  deeply  infe&ed  with  the  contagion.”  But  it 
.  • :  has 
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iias  appeared  from  the  hiftory  of  the  venereal  difeafe, 
that  the  molt  perfect  and  robuft  health  weakens  not 
the  virus  received  into  the  body;  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  the  healthieft  youths  who  are  moft  full 
of  juices  are  the  worft  infedted  by  impure  venery. 
Nay  if  any  part  of  the  venereal  contagion  ftili 
lurks  in  the  body  after  a  cure  has  been  attempted, 
all  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  are  hulked  and  lie 
dormant  as  long  as  the  miferable  patients  languifh, 
and  are  exhapfted  by  rough  mercurials,  and  a  fevere 
courfe  of  diet ;  but  the  lymptorhs  again  repullulate, 
as  foon  as  the  body  is  filled  with  good  nounfiiment, 
and  the  ftrength  has  returned  ;  and  fometimes  the 
cure  muft.be  repeated.  Befides,  the  fymptoms  of  the 
.venereal  difeafe  are  entirely  different  from  thofe  which 
accompany  the  rickets,  as  may  be  feen  in  Sedt.  1482. 

But  the  celebrated  Jftnic-  feems,  in  the  fecond 
edition  of  his  moft  finifhed  treatife  ds  Lite  Venerea  : 
►  ^  .  5  to  liave  more  accurately 

determined  What  he  thought  concerning  the  venereal 
difeafe,  as  a  caufe  ‘  of  the  rickets.  For  although  we 
read  what  I  have  juft  now  recked  in  the  fifth  chap¬ 
ter  of  the  fecond  book,  yet  we  meet  with  fome 
things  in  another  place  *  which  are  not  found  in 
the  firft  edition.  Where  he  treats  of  the  various 
periods  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  he  fays,  that  he  in 
filence  had  prudently  paffed  over  not  a  few  of  thofe 
kinds  of  new  difeafes  which  are  by  many  perfons 
believed  to  be  bred  or  revived  by  the  venereal  dif¬ 
eafe  and  he  afterwards  fubjoins,  that  numbers  have 
imagined,  that  the  rickets  proceeds  from  the  fame 
fountain.  Sed  qui  ita  putant  jemper  chorda  ob  err  ant 
eciaem  ,  fcihcet  pro  pant  qui  dew  egregie  virus  Venereum 
degener  producendcs  Rachitidi  Jymbolam  1  conferre ,.  u( 
&  producendis  non  paucis  morbis  aliis  :  probant  vero 
minirne ,  venenum  idem  ejje  conjunttam  &  adaquatam 

caufam 


*  De  Morbis  Venercis,  Lib.  I.  Cap,  XIII.  Tom.  I.  p. 
102,  —  ■  •’  W  •  1  ‘  *; 
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taufam  Rachitidis  ;  cum  certum  fit  Rachitide  fapius 
tentari  infantes  plurimos ,  quorum  parentes  omni  Luis 
Venere*  contagio  perfeftiffme  femper  vacavere :  44  But 
46  thofe  who  are  of  that  opinion  always  touch  the 
44  wrong  ftring ;  they  indeed  excellently  prove,  that 
44  a  degenerate  venereal  virus  conduces  towards  the 
44  production  of  the  rickets,  as  alfo  towards  the  pro- 
44  duCtion  of  many  other  difeafes  -7  but  they  do  not  at 
44  all  prove,  that  the  fame  virus  is  a  conjunct  and 
44  adequate  caufe  of  the  rickets,  as  it  is  certain,  that 
44  many  children,  whofe  parents  have  always  been 
44  perfectly  free  from  the  venereal  difeafe,  are  often 
44  attacked  by  the  rickets/* 

It  therefore  does  not  appear,  that  the  venereal 
difeafe  can  be  enumerated  amongft  the  caufes  of  the 
rickets  ;  as  it  is  certain,  that  this  difeafe  arifes  in  in¬ 
fants  without  any  fufpicion  of  a  venereal  contagion 
previoufly  communicated. 

This  opinion  is  farther  confirmed,  becaufe  the 
rickets  demands  a  very  different  cure  from  that  of 
the  venereal  difeafe  •,  and  alfo  becaufe  thofe  reme¬ 
dies  which  are  recommended  for  the  extinction  of  the 
venereal  virus  cannot  in  the  leaft  prove  ferviceable 
in  this- >  difeafe.  For  Gliffon  *  fays,  Obfervavitnusy 
pueros  ttmnulloSj  unguentis  mercurialibus  illitos  ad  ne^ 
candam  fcabiem7  in  hunc  poftea  morbum  incidiffe  :  44  We 
44  have  *  feen  fome  children  rubbed  with  mercurial 
44  ointment  to  kill  the  itch,  who  have  afterwards  fallen 
44  into  this  difeafe.^ 

It  now  remains  that  fomething  may  be  faid  of  the 
Cure  of  the  rickets. 

*  De  Rachitide,  Cap.  XVI.  p.  i£8. 
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IT  is  belt  cured  by  a  light  dry  diet,  not 
fat,  of  eafy  digeftion,  feafoned  with  the 
mildeft  fpices,  given  often,  but  always  in  a 
fmall  quantity  :  By  generous  liquors  drank  in 
moderation,  either  wine,  or  well  brewed  beer, 
not  Hale,  but  of  the  nature  of  Brunfwick 
mum  :  By  a  dry  and  warm  air  :  By  dry  warm 
woollen  clothing  in  preference  to  any  other. 
By  lying  upon  mattrafles  filled  with  aro¬ 
matic,  ftrengthening,  drying  herbs,  placed 
Upon  a  wooden  bedftead  in  the  higheft  and 
dried:  apartment  of  the  houfe  :  By  tolling, 
lhaking,  fwinging,  dancing  them,  or  by  let¬ 
ting  them  ride  in  a  coach  up  and  down  over 
the  Hones,  to  (hake  their  bones  and  bowels, 
and  thereby  to  ftrengthen  them  :  By  repeated, 
|iot,  dry  frictions  with  flannels,  or  fumigations 
with  the  fmoak  of  aromatic  herbs  principally 
applied  to  the  abdomen  and  back-bone  :  By 
bliftering  them  fometimes,  and  giving  gentle 
but  repeated  vomits,  though  with  due  pru¬ 
dence  :  By  purging  them  for  fome  days  fuc*? 
ceflively  with  rhubarb,  or  fome  other  ftoma- 
phic  purge :  Laftly,  By  a  long  continued  ufe 
pf  corroborant,  drying,  antifcorbutic,  and  ex- 
hilerating  medicines.  It  is  a  query.  Whether 
the  paid  bath  would  not  prove  advantageous  tq 
them,  and  whether  any  good  can  be  done  with 
$ny  kinds  of  liniments  ?  " 

It 
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It  is  manifeft  from  what  has  been  hitherto  faid  of 
the  rickets,  that  the  ftrudture  of  the  folid  parts  of 
the  body  is  very  lax,  and  wants  due  elafticity  and 
ftrength ;  whence  almoft  all  thofe  things  which 
were  advifed  before,  in  Sedf  28,  for  the  cure  of 
the  folid  fibres  over- weakened  and  relaxed,  are  ge¬ 
nerally  conducive  to  a  cure  here  alfo  ;  except  that 
for  curing  the  rickets,  rather  drier  food  is  ufuaily 
recommended,  fo  that  phyficians  advife  ricketty  pa¬ 
tients  to  refrain  from  the  ufe  of  milk,  panada,  and 
broths,  and  advife  in  preference  thereto  a  drier 
diet. 

By  light  dry  food  of  eafy  digeftion,  &c.]  Thofe 
aliments  which  are  eaftly  digefted,  and  have  nothing 
glutinous  in  them,  are  made  choice  of,  and  thence 
are  the  more  readily  concocted  by  the  force  of  the 
chylopoietic  veffels,  and  changed  into  good  chyle. 
It  was  remarked,  in  Se£t.  i486.  No.  3,  that  the  ap¬ 
petite  and  digeftion  remain  unimpaired  in  this  dif- 
eafe,  which  otherwife  could  not  be  fo  long  endured. 
Yet  thefe  aliments  are  given  in  a  moderate  quantity 
and  often  in  the  day,  left  a  large  quantity  of  chyle 
fhould  load  the  lungs,  more  or  lels  prefled  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  change  in  the  cavity  of  the  thorax. 
See  Sedl.  1487.  Every  thing  that  is  fat  is  forbidden 
in  the  victuals  of  ricketty  children,  becaufe  too 
great  a  foftnefs  and  debility  of  the  folid  parts  already 
Cxiftj  and  it  is  juftly  to  be  feared,  that  this  kind 
of  nouriftiment  may  degenerate,  in  debilitated  habits, 
into  a  rancid  acrimony,  which  is  the  world  of  all 
others. 

The  aliments  which  particularly  conduce  to  health 
in  this  difeafe  are  recited  at  this  number  in  the  Ma¬ 
teria  Medic  a. 

Bread,  well  fermented  and  thoroughly  baked,  is 
principally  recommended,  for  flour  is  of  a  remark¬ 
able  clammy  nature,  which  is  corrected  by  ferment¬ 
ing  the  pafte  or  dough  made  of  flour  and  water, 
and  raiding  it  into  a  greater  mafs,  before  it  is  put 
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into  the  oven,  and  baked  into  bread.  Robuft  bo” 
dies,  exercifed  by  hard  labour,  can  bear  thefe  1  tulips 
of  dough,  made  of  flour  and  water,  when  made  into 
puddings,  or  bread  made  without  a  previous  fer¬ 
mentation  ;  but  weaker  perfons,  and  thofe  who  are 
obliged  to  get  their  living  by  fedentary  trades,  mi- 
ferably  languifh  from  fuch  glutinous  food.  Bread 
thus  well  prepared  and  baked,  is  cut  into  thinner 
dices  and  again  baked  in  the  oven  •,  from  whence 
it  is  called  double- baked,  or  bifcuit- bread  ;  which  is 
then  very  dry,  and  may  be  preferved  a  long  time 
from  contracting  any  moifture  or  mouldinels  from 
the  hurfiid  air,  when  clofely  flint  up  in  wooden  calks. 
It  is  known,  that  the  molt  healthy  food  given  to 
feamen  on  long  voyages  is  bifcuit- bread.  The  bif- 
cuits  for  the  ricketty  fliould  be  made  of  the  pureft 
wheat  flour,  with  fome  pleafant  corroborant  fpicetf 
or  feeds  mixed  with  them,  but  in  a  fparing  quan¬ 
tity,  that  they  may  have  a  more  pleafant  taflie,  and 
excite  the  languilhing  flrength  by  a  gentle  ftimulus., 
Children  are  fond  of  fuch  bifcuits  on  account  of 
their  pleafant  tafte,  for  they  are  immediately  pene¬ 
trated  and  foftened  by  the  faliva,  fo  that  they  feem  a i 
it  were  to  melt  entirely  in  the  mouth,  and  thus  af¬ 
ford  a  very  ufeful  nutriment,  which  is  alfo  very  fooil 
and  eafily  digefted  by  weak  ftomachs.  Moreover,  as 
the  cutting  of  the  teeth  is  often  flow  in  this  difeafe^ 
and  thofe  teeth  which  firfl:  appear  become  rotten  and 
crumble  to  pieces  *,  thefe  thin  bifcuits  are  therefore 
convenient  for  thofe  who  want  their  teeth,  becaufe 
they  are  immediately  foftened  in  the  mouth.  It  is 
hardly  credible,  how  very  beneficial  this  bread  is  to 
the  ricketty.  I  remember  to  have  often  feen  the 
difeafe  cured  by  this  alone  in  its  commencement  i 
whence  the  Dutch  bakers  (hops  abound  in  a  variety 
of  thefe  bifcuits,  with  which  careful  mothers  com¬ 
monly  indulge  their  darling  children. 

Lean  flelh  meats  of  the  animal  clafs,  particularly 
the  younger  forts,  are  allowed,  but  either  roafted  of 
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boiled  ;  the  outfide  brown  or  cruft,  produced  by 
the  force  of  the  fire,  together  with  fome  of  the 
meat,  dreffed  in  its  own  juices,  immediately  beneath 
the  outfide  which  prevents  the  exhalation  of  the 
finer  particles,  is  taken  off  and  minced  with  bifcuit 
feafoned  with  a  little  fait  and  the  mildeft  kind  of 
fpices ;  and  thus  a  lavoury  meal  is  prepared  which 
may  alfo  be  profitable  to  thofe  who  ^vant  their 
teeth. 

There  are  alfo  fome  very  pleafant  difties  made  of 
the  products  of  ceres  and  raifins  boiled  till  foft  in 
water,  to  which  a  little  wine  is  afterwards  added  with 
fome  of  the  milder  aromatics. 

By  little  drink  well  brewed,  &x.]  Beer  is  prin¬ 
cipally  recommended  in  this  cafe  as  a  very  antient 
kind  of  drink  :  for  various  nations,  to  whom  nature 
has  denied  the  culture  of  the  vine,  have  devifed  no 
unpleafant  potable  liquors  for  themfelves  by  brew¬ 
ing  of  corn  with  water,  that  allurements  to  drunk- 
ennefs  might  no  where  ceafe  :  whence  the  Egyptians, 
taught  by  Ofiris,  made  a  drink  of  barley',  of  a  fla¬ 
vour  little  inferior  to  wine,  which  they  called  oW 
#6*9 /voy  6C  wine  of  barley. 55  But  though  a  fimilar 
drink  may  be  made  of  wheat,  and  the  other  pro¬ 
ducts  of  Ceres,  that  name  ftill  for  a  long  time  re¬ 
mained  in  ufe  :  hence  it  is  uluaily  called  beer  and 
ale*,  a  Cerere ,  id  eft  fruge,  vocata  :  eft  enim  polio  ex 
feminibus  frumenti ,  vario  mo  do  'par  at  a  :  *  “  So  called 
“  from  ceres,  that  is  from  corn,  for  this  drink  is 
made  of  the  feeds  of  corn  prepared  in  various 
ways  whence  it  was  alfo  called  the  wine  of 
Ceres  all  over  the  feptentrional  parts  of  Europe  : 
for  provident  nature,  the  culture  of  the  vine  cealing 
there,  on  account  of  the  inclemency  of  the  air,  gave 
plenty  of  corn  with  a  liberal  hand  to  the  inhabitants 
of  thofe  countries  ;  •  from  whence  they  might  not 
only  furnifh  themfelves  with  aliments  in  abundance, 
r  ^  but 

*  Videatur  de  his  Nonnius  de  re  Cibaria,  Lib.  IY.  Cap. 
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but  drink  alfo,  like  wine,  neither  unwholefome  nor 
difagreeable.  Tacitus ,  treating  of  the  manners  of 
the  Germans,  teftifies,  that  they  had  ufed  this  drink 
from  the  remoteft  ages.  Potus  humor  ex  hordeo ,  aut 
frumento ,  in  quamdam  Jimilitudinem  vini  ccrruptus  : 
“  Their  drink  is  the  juice  of  barley*  or  corn,  fer- 
“  mented  into  a  certain  fimilitude  of  wine. 57 

It  is  known,  that  all  kinds  of  corn  abound  in  fuch 
a  fubftance,  that  men,  and  the  moil  part  of  animals, 
may  be  commodioufly  nourifhed  by  it :  but  in  all 
grain  there  is  more  or  lefs  clamminefs,  which  is  di¬ 
vided  and  thinned  by  the  fermentation  excited  ih  ; 
dough  made  of  corn  5  but  when  this  corn  is  prepared 
tor  making  of  beer,  another  artifice  is  ufed  to  correct 
that  glutinous  quality. 

The  barley  is  firft  fteeped  in  water  until  it  fwells  % 
then  a  germ  or  fprout  buds  out  in  every  grain  of  it ; 
when  fo  germed,  it  is  dried  by  the  help  of  fire  in 
a  kiln  conftrudted  for  that  ufe  :  this  can  be  feldom 
accomplished  without  the  afiiftance  of  hre,  and  in 
the  fummer  months  only,  in  the  heat  of  the  day  $ 
it  then  is  turned  up  often  in  the  day  upon  a  high 
boarded  loft,  that  all  the  humidity  left  from  the 
fteeping  may  be  evaporated,  and  the  commenced 
germination  be  flopped  ;  for  if  that  fhould  proceed 
much  farther,  the  germ  of  the  plant  quickly  growing 
would  confume  the  nutritive  part,  which  is  contained 
in  every  Angle  grain  of  corn,  and  ought  to  enrich 
the  beer  brewed  from  it.  It  is  a  matter  of  great 
importance,  in  making  malt,  to  obferve  nicely  the 
time  when  the  commenced  germination  has  fuffici^ 
ently  attenuated  the  mealy  part  of  the  corn,  that  the 
germ  which  lurks  in  it  may  begin  to  be  unfolded 
and  grow ;  yet  the  increafe  of  the  germ  is  not  to 
be  aflifted  longer  by  the  heat  and  humidity,  left  the 
mealy  part  of  the  corn,  on  which  the  ftrength  of 
the  beer  depends,  fhould  be  too  much  conlumed ; 
wherefore  a  farther  germination  is  obftrudted  by  dry¬ 
ing  the  corn.  Barley,  wheat,  and  other  kinds  of 
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com,  ufed  for  making  various  kinds  of  beer  or  ale, 
no  longer  retain  their  names  after  they  have  under¬ 
gone  this  commenced  germination,  but  are  gene¬ 
rally  called  maltum  \  44  malt.”  Aetius  *  called  it 
%vw ;  eft  autem  hordeum  madefadlum ,  deinde  cum  enatis 
ligulis  toftum  :  44  but  it  is  barley  firft  moiftened,  and 
44  then  roafted  with  its  budding  blades  hence  the 
brewers  hire  men  well  verfed  in  the  art  of  making 
malt,  and  give  them  good  falaries,  unlefs  they  ra¬ 
ther  clioofe  to  attend  this  work  themfelves. 

This  malt  is  broken  in  a  mill  fo  as  to  produce  a 
coarfe  kind  of  meal,  which  is  inf  ufed  in  fcald- 
ing  yet  not  boiling  water  j  the  liquor,  ftrongly 
impregnated  with  the  fubftance  of  the  malt,  is  af¬ 
terwards  more  or  lefs  boiled  according  as  the  beer 
is  required  to  be  Wronger  or  weaker,  which  is  drank 
at  meals  thus  new,  or  after  it  has  acquired  from  fer¬ 
mentation  an  inebriating  power,  and  a  fpirituous  fra¬ 
grance,  when  it  ought  to  be  ufed  with  great  cau¬ 
tion,  for  if  drank  to  any  excefs  it  brings  on  a  more 
durable  drunkennefs  than  is  obferved  to  proceed 
from  wine.  Pliny ,  aftonifhed  at  this  matter,  ex¬ 
claimed,  Heu  mira  viticrum  filer tia  \  inventum  efty 
quomodo  aqua  inebriaret :  44  Alas,  how  wonderfully  in- 
44  genious  is  vice  ;  a  method  has  been  difcovered  of 
44  making  men  drunk  with  water!  ” 

The  kinds  of  beer  or  ale,  recommended  for  the 
ricketty,  are  not  fermented,  but  are  exceedingly  fatu- 
rated  with  the  nutritious  fubftance  of  the  corn,  fo 
that  they  are  defervedly  called  potable  meats,  can 
hardly  be  brought  to  ferment  on  account  of  their 
great  denfity,  unlefs  they  are  firft  diluted  by  a  far¬ 
ther  addition  of  water ;  for  though  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  beer,  as  has  been  before  faid,  the  malt  is  not 
boiled  but  infufed  in  water  fcalding  hot,  and  mixed 
therewith  by  perpetual  agitation,  that  the  fubftance  of 
the  corn  may  be  diluted  in  the  water,  yet  that  infu- 
fion  is  afterwards  boiled  when  drawn  off  from  the 
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grains,  and  is  thickened  at  will ;  whence  the  price 
of  fuch  beer  rifes  according  to  its  degree  of  firength 
and  thicknefs.  Such  beer  is  excellent  whilit  new, 
or  wort  ;  for  old  beer  after  fermentation  becomes 
very  clear,  depofits  a  fediment,  and  acquires  a  vinous 
fragrance  ;  but  it  is  alfb  rendered  inebriating,  and 
may  be  kept  for  many  years.  Brunfwick  mum  has 
obtained  great  fame  amongft  the  different  forts  of 
beer  ufcful  in  this  cafe ;  which  is  fo  thick,  that  it 
may  be  called  a  liquid  extra#  of  corn.  But  as  a 
certain  quantity  of  fluid,  is  required  to  produce  fer¬ 
mentation  •,  hence  mum,  as  it  is  highly  faturated  with 
the  fubftance  of  corn,  remains  unchanged  though  car¬ 
ried  to  diftant  places.  It  is  carried  to  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dies  ;  and  I  have  tailed  it  when  brought  back  from 
thence,  and  found  it  flili  unchanged.  Jt  is  eafily 
understood,  that  thefe  kinds  of  beer  thus  brewed 
are  not  fit  to  quench  thirfl,  but  they  poflefs  a  re¬ 
markable  flrenthening  and  nourifhing  quality.  One 
ounce  of  fuch  beer  is  ufually  given,  with  the  bif- 
cuit,  before  recommended,  three  times  a  day,  with 
excellent  effe#,  to  perfons  labouring  under  the  rick¬ 
ets.  The  Engiifh  or  Dutch  flrong- beers  are  not  fo 
thick  as  the  Brunfwick  mum,  but  have  a  more 
pleafant  flavour  •,  wherefore  they  are  recommended 
in  the  Materia  Medica  in  hot  weather,  when  weak 
diluting  liquors  are  mofl  grateful  to  every  body, 
diluted  with  an  equal  quantity  of  Spa  or  forne 
other  chalybeate  water.  It  feldom  happens,  that 
young  children  are  brought  to  the  ufe  of  fuch  drink; 
Ibr  beer  mixed  with  water  loles  much  of  its  fweetnefs’ 
and  Bill  more  if  mixed  with  medicinal  waters.  Wine 
and  water  mix  together  far  better.  An  aftrinoent 
but  ripe  mellow  red  wine  is  preferable  as  a  medicine, 
if  taken  with  bifeuit. 

But  Hippocras,  the  wine  fo  called,  is  prepared  by 
infufing  four  ounces  of  cinnamon,  cut  very  ilne  but 
AO t  pounded,  in  fix  pounds  of  choice  Rhenifh  wine  * 
jet  the  ingredients  Hand  in  infufion  without  heat  in 


L  1 


3g 


Jais 


5x8  The  R  i  CKETS,  $e<3.  1489* 

a  glafs  vefTcl  clofe  covered,  for  twenty-four  hours, 
having  alfo  added  as  much  fugar  as  will  fufficiently 
fweeten  it;  then  the  wine,  thus  rendered  medicinal, 
is  ftrained  through  a  flannel  bag  fhaped  like  a  cone, 
which  by  chemilts  is  called  Hippocrates's  Jleeve ,  and 
kept  in  bottles  well  corked. 

Thus  a  mod  grateful  remedy  is  prepared,  which 
contains  only  the.  moil  fubtil  fragrance  of  the  cin¬ 
namon  ;  let  half  an  ounce  of  it  only,  with  bifcuit* 
be  given  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

A  fimilar  kind  of  drink  may  alfo  be  made  of 
Other  wines  •  in  Head  of  Rhenifh  wine  may  be  fub- 
ftituted  red  Florence,  French  claret,  or  the  Greek 
black  aftringent  wines  ;  for  fuch  wines  contain  a 
large  quantity'  of  fpirit,  and  have  a  corroborant 
quality. 

By  a  dry  and  warm  air.]  It  was  faid  in  Se<5L 
1484,  that  infants  which  are  expofed  to  cold  and 
moifture  are  feized  with  the  rickets,  particularly  if 
they  are  weakened  by  warm  bathing,  fomentations, 
hr  humid  vapours.  It  has  been  manifefted,  in  Se6F 
1488,  that  the  proximate  caufe  of  this  difeafe  con- 
fifts  in  an  inactive,  flimy,  cold  cachochymy,  con¬ 
joined  with  a  lbofe  fabrick  of  the  folids ;  from  hence 
■it  fpontaneoufly appears,  that  a  dry  and  warm  air 
is  ufeful,  becaufe  it  is  oppofite  to  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe  f  yet  great  heat  both  enervates  and  weakens, 
as  the  moil:  robufl  men  experience  ;  and  if  dryneik 
Is  not  at  the  fame  time  alfo  joined  to  a  moderate 
heat  of  the  air,  it  can  be  in  no  way  whatever  profit¬ 
able,  for  the  relaxation  of  the  folid  parts  is  pro¬ 
moted  by  a  moift  warm ’air,  and  the  dileafe  fuddenly 
increafes.  '  Thole  who  inhabit  the  lea  Ihores  are 
taught  by  experience  to  balk  their  ricketty  children 
in  the  warm  lun,  on  the  tops  of  fandy  hills,  to  their 
great  advantage,  particularly  in  the  fpring  when  the 
Weather  is  ferene.a  Quchner  *  remarks,  that  a  girl, 
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who  lived  ricketty  until  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
atlaft  funk  under  this  difeafe,  after  a  long  preceding 
fouthern  conftitution  of  the  air  had  increafed  all  her 
evils.  He  obferved  in  another  ricketty  child  % 
that  its  feet  were  more  capable  of  doing  their  of¬ 
fice  in  fummer  than  in  winter,  particularly  when  the 
weather  was  dry.  But  the  difeafe  fo  prevailed  during 
a  preceding  continued  fouthern  conftitution  of  the  air, 
that  the  child  wholly  loft  the  ufe  of  its  feet :  whence 
he  feems,  in  his  prognoflics  of  this  difeafe,  to  have 
laid  it  down  as  a  certain  axiom  f ,  that  Auftrina  tem - 
peftas  Rachiticis  mala  >  mala  hyems .  Coelum  humidum 
Rachiticos  facit ;  hinc  &  morbum  auget :  “  A  fouthern 
«  temperature  of  the  air,  and  the  winter  feafon,  are 
“  prejudicial  to  ricketty  perfons.  Wet  weather 
“  makes  children  ricketty,  and  hence  alfo  it  may  in- 
46  creafe  the  difeafe.55 

By  warm  dry  cloathing,  &c.]  This  precept  is  of 
great  importance  ;  and  if  obferved  is  remarkably  fer^- 
viceable  in  the  cure  of  ricketty  children.  For  unlefs 
their  cloaths  are  dry,  when  warmed  by  the  heat  of  the 
body  they  emit  a  humid  vapour,  which  moiftening, 
further  enfeebles  the  already  too  flaccid  parts  :  hence 
I  have  always  advifed,  that  the  cloaths  when  taken 
off,  ftiouki  be  carefully  dried  and  fumigated  with 
olibanum,  and  maftic,  before  they  were  again  put  on  : 
the  fame  is  alfo  to  be  obferved  in  regard  to  the  bed 
clothes.  Flannel  (hirts  or  fhifts  are  preferable  to 
thofe  made  of  linen ;  for  linen  ftrikes  in  the  trick¬ 
ling  moifture  :  hence  it  certainly  hears  the  body,  but 
with  a  humid  heat,  on  account  of  the  cutaneous  ex¬ 
halation  ftruck  back  ♦,  which,  when  copious,  pene¬ 
trates  the  linen  ftiirt  and  wets  all  the  body.  Flan¬ 
nel  is  bibulous,  and  the  thicker  the  flannel  the  more 
moifture  it  retains  before  it  feels  moift  to  the  touch : 
hence  flannel  is  to  be  carefully  dried  before  it  is 

L  1  4  afrefh 
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afrefh  put  on :  but  as  the  fuperficies  of  flannel  is 
rougher  than  that  of  linen,  a  kind  of  fridtion  is 
cauled  by  the  motion  of  the  body,  if  it  touches  it 
when  naked,  which  is  remarkably  ufeful,  as  will 
be  prefentiy  faid.  , ' 

-  By  lying  upon  mattrefTes  filled  with  aromatic 
herbs,  &c.]  As  ’  ricketty  children '  often  have  the 
thorax  prefFed  to  the  Tides,  and  raifed  up  into  a  ffiarp 
ridge  at  the  ilernum,  hence  the  lungs  are  difficultly 
Expanded  by  the  air  infpired,  and  refpiration  is  com¬ 
monly  difficult,  particularly  when  the  difeafe  is  in  air 
advanced  ftate ;  whence  thefe  miferable  creatures 
Cannot  without  inconvenience  lie  upon  beds  and  pil¬ 
lows  fluffed  with  feathers  j  but  >  as  almofl  every 
where  *'  '*  ” *■'  ■  **'  •  r  ^  v*  - 

^  *  i  •  V 

Negleflis  urenda  filix  innafcitnr  agris : " 

J  \  «  \  f'  .7  >■.  x  i  .  /  '  ‘  xs  . 


a 


Fern  grows  for  fewel  in  negledled  fields.*? 


Hence  the  poorer  people  ufually  gather  the  leaves 
bf  fern,  or  buy  them  'at  a  very  low  price,  to  fluff 
beds  and  pillows  with  for  their  ricketty  children* 
and  the  leaves  are  often  ufed  alone,  which  being 
of  a  firm  texture,  do  not  eaTily  unite  into  greater 
Smaffes  by  the  preffing  weight  of  the  patient’s  body, 
particularly  when  firfl  thoroughly  dried  in  the  ffiade  : 
whence  they  are  recommended  as  very  fit  for  this 

v  A  defcription  is  given  in  the  ■ Materia  JS/Ledica^  of 
the  manner  of  making  fuch  beds  and  bolflers  of  the 
leaves  of  fern,  and  other  grateful  aromatic .  plants, 
which  are  Ordered  to  be  beaten  into  powder.  Perhaps 
if  the  added  plants  were  cut  fmali  with'  a  pair  of 
fciffarsf 'they  would  be  more  ufeful,  for  the  powder 
eafily  clogs  together  into  fmali  lumps  from  the  humjf 
tiity*of  the  incumbent  bqdy,  which  gives  uneafinefs 
to  the  patient, and  the  fragrance  of  the  aromatic 
plants  fooaer  loll  when  ground  into,  fine  powder^ 
r* y;*  ^  w  ;  'UA  *  ^fpe- 
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efpecially  as  fuch  little  beds  muft  be  often  dried. 
But  as  too  great  a  fragance  might  incommode  the 
patient,  double  the  weight  of  all  the  herbs  together 
is  to  be  added  of  the  chaff  of  barley. 

When  the  children  are  capable  of  being  taken 
out  of  bed  every  day,  and  of  fitting  up  in  their  lit¬ 
tle  chairs,  thefe  beds  may  in  the  mean  time  be  daily 
dried  ;  but  if  they  are  perpetually  obliged  to  lie 
down,  it  is  ufeful  to  have  two  fuch  beds,  on  which 
they  may  alternately  lie,  that  each  of  them  may  be 
dried. 

In  the  higheft  apartment  of  the  houfe  upon  a 
wooden  bedftead,]  We  all  pafs  the  greateft  part  of 
pur  lives  in  thofe  places  where  we  fleep,  and  as  a 
dry  and  warm  air  is  of  fervice  to  the  rickettv,  hence 
jt  is  proper  for  them  to  fleep  in  the  higheft  room  in 
the  houfe,  for  the  lower  apartments  are  always  more 
or  lefs  humid.  In  fu miner  time,  when  the  fun  fets, 
and  even  fooner,  a  moift  dew  is  obferved  upon  the 
earth,  which  fometimes  afcends  to  the  height  of 
fix  or  eight  feet,  and  renders  the  lower  parts  of 
houfes  very  damp ;  fo  that  I  have  often  leen  the 
corners  and  floors  of  parlours,  if  of  wood,  befet 
with  mouldinefs  and  toadftools,  and  rotting  from  fuch 
moifture.  Such  air  very  feverely  injures  thofe  who 
are  ill  of  this  difeafe  ;  whence  appears  the  neceflity  of 
their  living,  or  at  leaft  fleeping  in  the  upper  apart¬ 
ments  of  houfes.  Let  thefe  little  bedfteads  be  made 
of  wood,  and  high,  and  let  the  walls  be  wainfcoted, 
if  the  parents  are  able  to  be  at  that  expence ;  the 
boards  uftd  for  this  purpofe  ought  to  be  perfedtly 
dry,  nor  Ihould  they  be  painted  or  varniftied  ;  for 
it  is  obferved,  that  wood  attracts  a  moifture  from 
the  air,  and  indeed  with  great  power ;  whence  if  it 
cannot  be  diftended  with  freedom  in  its  whole  di- 
pienfions  it  often  fplits  with  a  great  noife  5  but  when 
^vood  is  covered  with  oil  colours  or  varnifh,  then  it 
PO  more  abforbs  the  water,  which  in  wet  weather 

'*u  r*  -  •  ■*  *  *f  -  >  ' »  3U  *  '■  ■  ?  j  \  .  :  » '1  :>  v  -  ,•  i 

runs 
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runs  down  in  ftreams  along  the  fuperfkies  of  the 
wood. 

By  being  carried,  toffed  about,  Twinging,  &c.]  It 
was  before  laid,  in  §.  28.  2,  how  profitable  bodily  ex- 
ercife  is  in  the  cure  of  weak  and  lax  fibres.  But  every 
thing  there  recommended  cannot  take  place  in  the  cure 
of  the  rickets  ;  for  the  mufcular  force  gradually  fails 
in  this  difeafe,  and  all  the  joints  at  lalt  become  in¬ 
capable  of  motiqp  in  every  refpeft  ;  fo  that  the  poor 
wretches,  to  experience  the  benefit  of  motion,  re¬ 
quire  the  afiidance  of,  others,  whereby  they  acquire 
almod  all  the  fruits  of  mufcular  motion  without  the 
expence  of  their  own  forces. 

It  is  readily  underdood,  that  in  this  cafe  thefe 
motions  are  to  be  at  fird  gentle,  and  fhould  gra¬ 
dually  become  more  violent. 

Carriage  is  reckoned  by  Mercurialis  *  amongft  the 
mod  delightful  and  gentled  exercifes,  and  propterea 
non  folum  fanis  &  valetudinariis ,  verum  etiam  longis% 
ac  inclinatis ,  morbis ,  C?  denique  iis ,  quibus  lent  a  mor- 
borum  reliquiae  remanent ,  nec  aliter  eliduntur ,  accom¬ 
modate  funt :  “  therefore  it  is  not  only  proper  for 
“  the  healthy  and  valetudinarians,  but  alfo  in  long 
<£  and  declining  difeafes,  and  finally  to  thofe  in 
ct  whom  fome  fmall  relidts  of  difeafes  remain,  nor 
“  are  they  otherwife  fhifted  off.”  Aretaus  -f  recom¬ 
mends  carriage  for  perfons  fubjeft  to  the  cholic,  but 
he  orders  it  to  be  done  in  places  where  laurel,  myr¬ 
tle,  and  thyme  grow ;  and,  according  to  Petit’s 
correction  J,  who  would  have  the  Greek  word  TOWvJs 
to  be  changed  into  the  genitive  plural  toicT^s,  be- 
caufe  that  the  fragrance,  namely  of  thefe  fweet 
herbs,  has  a  certain  power  of  caufing  good  digedion. 
Certainly  carriage  in  thofe  places  where  fuch  plants 
grow  may  take  place  in  the  cure  of  the  ricketty,  as 

they 


^  De  Arte  Gymnaftica,  Lib.  VI.  Cap.  IX.  p.  371. 
t  De  curatrone  morboT.  diutumor.  Lib.  I.  Cap.  VII.  p.  133. 
%  Ibidem,  p.  294,.  ‘  '  ‘  ' 
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they  for  the  fame  purpofe  are  ordered  to  lie  on 
(luffed  with  aromatic  plants,  as  was  before  faid. 

Young  children  may  indeed  be  carried  in  the 
nurfe’s  or  maid’s  arms,  but  the  great  foftnefs  of  the 
bones  requires  great  caution  here ;  for  whilff  thefe 
lick  children  fit  on  the  arm,  thefe  women  yfually  fup- 
•port  them  with  one  hand  relied  on  the  thorax,  as  their 
bwn  bodies  cannot  iuflain  them ;  whence  there  is  danger 
of  changing  the  figure  of  the  thorax.  Moreover  when 
they  fit  long  on  the  fame  arm  when  carried,  the 
yertebre.s  begin  to  turn  toward  one  fide ;  hence  it  is 
far  fafer  to  carry  them  lying  in  bed,  which,  as  is 
well  known,  may  be  done  various  ways.  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  rich  may  be  carried  in  an  open  litter 
drawn  by  mules ;  the  common  people  ule  little 
carts  for  the  fame  purpofe,  in  which  ricketty  chil¬ 
dren  lie  very  commodioufiy,  and  which  are  drawn 
by  women.  Sailing  may  alio  be  referred  to  this  head, 
when  the  weather  is  dry  and  warm  ;  as  alfo  hanging 
beds,  fuch  are  cradles  fupported  on  polls  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  not  to  touch  the  ground,  which  may  be 
rocked  by  the  application  of  a  very  (light  force  with¬ 
out  making  a  noile.  Nay  the  common  cradles,  fixed 
upon  two  circular  legments  or  wooden  rollers,  tn- 
fwer  the  fame  end,  except  that  they  are  rocked  upon 
the  ground,  and  fometimes  hinder  children  from 
(leeping  by  the  noife  they  make  when  rocked.  But 
all  thele  motions  ought  to  be  gently  begun,  and 
then  gradually  but  prudently  augmented,  i  have 
often  ieen  a  vertigo  arife  from  a  too  violent  rockin^ 
of  a  cradle,  and  then  a  naufea  and  vomiting.  Thus 
people  unuled  to  the  fea  on  board  of  (hips  are  in¬ 
clined  to  a  vomiting. 

Swinging  is  delervedly  to  be  recommended.  Mer- 
curiahs  thinks  *  this  kind  of  exercife  was  called 
Qfcelltf  by  the  antients.  AJfere  f unibus  quatuor  ad  ia- 
yuearia  jujpenfo ,  &  ibi  fe  dent  i  bus  pueris  aut  puellis 
per  aerem  jabiatis :  a  which  were  fufpended  by  four 

“  ropes 

*  De  Arte  Gymnadka,  Lib.  III.  Cap.  VIII.  p.  215. 
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Cft  ropes  to  the  rafters  or  joifts  of  a  ho  life,  with  boys 
<ft  or  girls  fitting  therein,  who  were  tofied  backward 
tc  and  forward  in  the  air.”  A  flack  rope  is  in  like 
manner  ufually  faflened  to  two  trees  fomewhat  dole 
to  each  other,  and  children  are  feated  in  the  middle 
of  it,  hanging  loofe,  and  then  are  tofied  in  the  air 
by  their  playfellows.  The  following  effects  are  to 
beexpe&ed  from  all  thefe  kinds  of  exercifes ;  namely, 
that  the  abdominal  vilcera,  agitated  by  thefe  con- 
cufflons,  will  be  fortified,  and  all  indurations  and 
concretions  be  diflolved ;  that  the  dregs  remaining 
from  the  ultimate  digeftion,  will  be  cleanfed  out  of 
the  firft  paflages,  as  the  inflated  inteftines  feem  to 
ad  lefs  than  they  naturally  ought  upon  the  aliments 
taken  by  the  ricketty  ;  finally,  that  the  impetus  and 
efficacy  of  the  air  will  be  increafed  in  the  lungs ; 
and  that  the  ambient  atmofphere,  quickly  rarified  by 
the  heat  of  the  body,  will  be  conftantly  renewed. 

Concuffions  of  this  kind  are  not  to  be  attempted 
upon  thefe  tender  young  bodies  but  with  great  cau¬ 
tion,  and  perhaps  they  never  take  place  unlefs  in 
the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  when  the  bones  have 
not  yet  loft  their  firmnefs,  or  towards  the  end  of  the 
cure,  when  they  again  recover  the  greateft  part  of 
their  loft  ftrength.  The  hiftory  of  the  difeafe  has 
taught,  that  the  bones  are  fo  weakened,  that  they 
may  be  broken  by  even  the  leaft  force  •,  for  they  are 
inclined  to  a  caries,  and  a  fpina  ventofa.  And 
though  there  fhould  be  no  danger  of  a  fra&ure, 
yet  the  bones  might  yield  to  the  concuffions, 
and  become  mifhapen  ;  from  whence  many  and 
very  grievous  diforders  might  happen  •,  but  it  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  ultimate  prognoftic  laid  down  by 
Gliffon,*  which  was  quoted  before  in  Se<ft.  1487, 
that  concuffions  have  been  tried  in  curing  the  rick¬ 
ets  \  for  he  fays  :  Qui  facilius  tolerant  omnimodam 
jadiationem  corporis ,  ceteris  paribus ,  facilius  curantur  : 
f  Thofe  who  with  eafe  bear  every  kind  of  tofling, 

“  cateris 

?  De  Rachitide,  Cap.  XXIII.  p.  290. 
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ceteris  paribus ,  are  the  more  eafily  cured/'  I 
readily  acknowledge  that  this  is  a  good  fign,*  but 
the  large  head  fpontaneoufly  nods  on  every  fide ; 
the  liver,  increafed  in  bulk,  flicks  out  beyond  the 
edge  of  the  ribs  ;  and  the  bread,  obdruCted  by  a 
difficult  refpiration,  is  feldom  unopprefied  in  this  dif- 
eafe  when  in  an  advanced  date.  Is  it  fa fe  to  diake 
luch  bodies  ?  1  would  advife,  that  thefe  miferable 
little  creatures  fhould  be  gently  carried  in  an  ealy 
coach  hung  on  fprings  ;  but  I  would  have  carriao4 
in  a  little  cart  along  the  dreet  rather  refrained  from 
for  reafons  before  mentioned. 

^By  much  hot  friction,  &c.  ]  All  phyficians 
who  have  frequently  feen  this  difeafe  know  how 
much  benefit  may  be  expeCted  from  frictions.  Aft 
clepiades ,  as  every  body  knows,  formed  the  mod 
fanguine  expectations  from  frictions  in  the  cure  of" 
difeafes.  But,  as  Celfus  excellently  fays  *,  that 
author  difcovered  nothing  but  what  was  compre¬ 
hended  in  thefe  few  words  by  that  mod  antient  au¬ 
thor,  Hippocrates .  Friblione ,  Ji  vehemens  fit ,  durari 
corpus  *,  fi  lenis ,  .molliri  ;  fi  mult  a ,  minui  ;  fi  modica , 
impkri :  fequitur  ergo ,  ut  turn  utendum  ft, ,  cum  aut 
adftringendum  corpus  ft,  quod  fluens  eft  ;  aut  mollien- 
dum,  quod  induruit  \  aut  digerendum  in  eo,  cui  copia 
nocet  aut  alendum  id,  quod  tenue  infirmum  eft : 
“  FriClion,  if  violent,  hardens  the  body;  ifo-entle* 
foften s  it  *,  if  plentiful,  extenuates  ;  if  moderate, 
u  mcreafes  its  bulk  :  from  whence  it  follows,  that 
it  is  to  be  made  ufe  of,  when  a  lax  body  re¬ 
quires  to  be  braced  ;  or  to  foften  one  that  is  in- 

“  ?Urare?;  °r  t0  ^®Pate  where  the  fulnefs  is 
hurtful  ;  or  to  nourifh  that  which  is  weak  and  in- 

firm.  Therefore  let  the  abdomen  be  rubbed  in 
the  morning,  when  the  domach  is  empty,  with  a 
flannel  impregnated  with  the  vapour  of  gum  benjamin 
amber ,  olibanum,  and  fuch  like  aromatics,  which 
may  be  kept  for  this  purpofe^  Such  a  fumigation 

may 

*  Fib.  II,  Cap.  XIV.  p.  m 
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may  be  feen  in  the  Materia  Medica .  But  as  it  ap¬ 
peared  from  the  hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  that  the  liver 
is  increafed  in  bulk  fo  as  to  project  beyond  the  edge 
of  the  ribs,  mild  fridions  only  can  be  applied  to  the 
abdomen,  left  any  injury  fhould  be  done  to  the 
liver.  Moreover  the  inteftines,  fwelled  with  wind, 
are  gently  prefled  by  this  fridion,  and  thus  an  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  any  peccant  matter  in  thefe  cavities  is 
guarded  againft. 

But  as  the  head  is  generally  larger  than  natural  in 
ricketty  children,  let  light  fridions  be  alfo  applied  - 
thereto,  but  with  great  caution,  as  the  futures  of  the 
fkull  are  very  diftant  from  each  other,  and  may  be 
prefled  together  by  ftrong  fridion,  and  thus  the  - 
fundions  of  the  brain  be  difturbed.  j  .  '  V  '  ' 

Fridion  of  the  whole  length  of  the  backbone  is 
very  profitable,  yet  it  muft  be  only  a  moderate  one, 
for  we  always  ought  to  be  mindful  that  the  bones 
of  the  body  are  foftened  by  this  difeafe,'  fo  that  they 
eafily  lofe  their  natural  figure,  when  roughly  han¬ 
dled  :  the  fame  gentle  manner  is  alfo  to  be  oblerved 
when  we  try  to  gradually  ftrengthen  the  muicular 
flefti  of  the  fuperior  and  inferior  limbs.  When  the 
difeafe  begins  to  verge  to  a  Better  ftate,  the  ftrength 
of  the  fridions  may  be  gradually  augmented  :  whence 
Celfus  *  alfo  fays  concerning  thefe;  fridions  ;  At^  ubi 
totius  corporis  imbecillitas  hanc  curationem  per  totum  id 
exigit ,  brevi’or  ejfe  debet  &  lenior ,  ut  tantummodo  fum~ 
mam  cutem  emdlliat,  quo  facilius  capax  ex  re  cent  i  cibo 
nova  materia  fiat :  But  where  a  weakneis.  of  the 

<c  whole  body  requires  fridion  all  over,  it  ought  to 
<c  be  fhorter  and  more  mild;  fo  as  only  to  foften  ’ 
u  the  furface  of  the  fkin,  to,  render  it  more  apt  to 
cc  receive  new  matter  from  frefh  nouri^hment.5,  For 
though  Celfus  repofed  great  hopes  in  fridions,  yet 
he  plainly  underftood,  that  fome  obftacles  which  di- 
lfurb  health  might  indeed  be  removed  by  them,  but 
nothing  was  added  to  the  body  by  fridions,  but  ra¬ 
ther 

f  Lib.  II.  Cap.  XIV.  p.  90. 
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ther  fomething  loft  *  Nam  &  adfiringitur  aliquid ,  eo 
dempto ,  quod  interpojhum*,  ut  id  laxaretur ,  effecerat : 
&  mollitur ,  £0  detradlo^  quod  duritiem  creabat  :  ff? 
impletur ,  »<?*  ipfa  friffione,  fed  eo  cibo ,  gw 

^  digeftione  quadam  relax  at  am ,  penetrat  : 

For  a  part  will  be  bound  when  that  thing  is  taker* 
cc  away,  the  intervention  of  which  had  caufed  it  to 
“  be  lax;  and  another  is  foftened  by  removing  that 
“  which  occafioned  the  hardnefs ;  and  the  body  is 
“  filled  not  by  the  fri&ion  itfelf,  but  by  that  food 
“  which  afterwards  makes  its  way  to  the  fkin  relaxed 
“  by  a  kind  of  digeftion.” 

.  Sometimes  by  a  repeated  application  of  cantha- 
rides.  J  The  head  is  of  too  great  bulk  in  ncketty 
children ;  whence  thofe  who  formerly  undertook  the 
cure  of  this  difeafe,  attempted  to  diminifh  its  fize, 
and  indeed  by  various  methods.  Glijfon  §  mentions* 
that  the  Englifli  quacks,  who  treated  this  difeafe" 
fcarrified  the  ears,  and  hardly  hoped  for  a  fuccefsful 
cure  without  this  method.  They  for  the  moft  part 
applied  this  fcarrification  twice  or  thrice,  and  that 
too  in  the  concha  of  the  ear,  but  they  feldom  ufed 
a  lancet,  or  fharp  knife,  but  did  it  with  a  blunt  one, 
regardlefs  of  the  child’s  cries.  Some  alfo  ordered 
the  blood  of  the  right  ear,  received  in  wool,  to  be 
tied  to  the  left  hypochondre,  and  that  of  the  left  ear 
to  the  right  hypochondre.  Glijfon  confeffes,  that  this 
kind  of  remedy  may  not  .indeed  be  contemptible, 
viderit  tamen ,  abfque  illius  ufu  nonnullos  pueros  fanatos% 
“  yet  he  had  feen  fome  children  cured  without  that 
“  practice.”  To  the  beft  of  my  knowledge,  fcar¬ 
rification  is  at  prefent  abolifhed ;  nor  have  I  ever 
feen  it  tried. 

Glijfon  feems  to  have  expedted  more  benefit  from 
ifiues ;  and  he  fays.  Hoc  folo  fere  prafidio  nonnullos 
puellos  liber  at  os  fuijfe  novimus :  “  We  have  feen  fome 
“  children  freed  by  almoft  this  aid  alone.”  For  he 

believed 

*  Lib.  II.  Cap.  XIV.  p.  88. 

Rathitids,-  Cap,  XXIX.  pag.  339,'  Sc  {ecfa- 
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believed  that  it  was  a  powerful  remedy,  if  the  iflue 
was  cut  between  the  fecond  and  third  joint  of  the 
neck  ;  from  which  he  hoped,  that  the  enormous 
magnitude  of  the  head  would  be  diminifhed,  the  fu- 
perfluous  ferum  be  evacuated,  the  over-great  aug¬ 
mentation  of  the  bones  be  obftrudled,  and  the  too 
great  humidity  of  the  fpinal  marrow,  which  he 
apprehended,  be  dried  away.  But  yet  as  rick¬ 
etty  children  ufually  have  very  weak  flexible  necks* 
and  nodding  heads,  fuch  an  iffue  cannot  without  dif¬ 
ficulty  be  dreffed,  nor  does  it  caufe  very  little  pain  : 
from  whence  he  concludes,  Fonticulum  non  prefer  i- 
bendum ,  nifi  ea  morbi  magnitudo  fit,  ut  earn  aliis  re - 
mediis  abfque  hoc  fatis  domari  pojfe  vix  fperemus  : 
<c  That  an  iffue  is  not  to  be  prefcribed,  unlefs  the 
<c  difeafe  has  taken  fuch  deep  root  that  we  can  hardly 
<c  hope  to  fubdue  it  by  other  remedies.”  I  candidly 
confefs,  that  I  have  never  advifed  an  iffue  to  be  cut  for 
ricketty  children,  and  yet  a  cure  has  been  effected,  if 
the  difeafe  was  ftill  curable. 

As  an  inability  of  moving  the  limbs  ufually  comes 
on,  particularly  when  the  rickets  has  been  of  long 
continuance,  as  was  faid  concerning  the  cure  of  the 
palfy,  in  Se£t.  1069.  and  that  bliflers  have  been  re¬ 
commended  as  an  effectual  remedy  for  exciting  mo¬ 
tion  in  paralytic  mufcles  :  it  is  therefore  no  wonder, 
that  cantharides  have  been  alfo  recommended  by 
fome  for  the  cure  of  the  rickets.  It  was  there  faid* 
that  the  bliflers  are  to  be  applied  to  paralytic  perfons 
upon  that  place  of  the  back- bone  which  is  juft  above 
the  affedled  part  •,  if  the  perfon  labours  under  an  he¬ 
miplegia,  the  blifter  fhould  be  applied  to  the  nape 
of  the  neck  *,  if  one  of  the  inferior  extremities  is 
paralytic,  cantharides  fhould  rather  be  applied  to 
the  vertebres  of  the  loins :  whence  in  ricketty  chil¬ 
dren,  in  whom  all  the  mufcles  of  the  limbs  languifh, 
the  blifter  fhould  be  applied  to  the  nape  of  the 
neck  •,  which,  for  the  reafons  above  mentioned,  can¬ 
not  be  done  without  trouble*  and  fometimes  caufeS 

great 
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great  pain.  But  we  are  certain,  that  motion  will 
Return  to  the  mufcles  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  if 
we  can  by  art  bring  back  the  plumpnefs  which  thefc 
mufcles  have  loft  by  the  difeafe  :  nor  does  this  ap¬ 
pear  poffibie  to  be  expeded  from  the  evacuation  of 
the  lymph  which  flows  from  the  veficles,  raifed  by 
the  blifter,  when  they  break*  Glijfon  *  confeftes, 
that  he  had  not  as  yet  fully  experienced  the  ule  of 
bhfters  in  curing  this  difeafe,  yet  he  conjedlures^  that 
they  fometimes  may  be  ufefully  employed. 

But  he  remarks,  that  fome  one  of  the  phyficiaris* 
who  with  him  enquired  into  the  nature  of -the  rickets* 
had  prefcnbed,  amongft  other  remedies,  a  blifter  to 
be  applied  to  the  vertebres  of  the  neck  of  a  child, 
two  years  old,  affecfted  with  this  difeafe ;  who  alfo 
fell  into  a  continual  fever,  by  which  it  almoft  be¬ 
came  delirious,  but  received  manifeft  relief  from  this 
remedy ;  and  was  afterwards  in  a  few  days  freed 
from  the  fever.  Being  afterwards  twice  or  thrice 
purged  with  an  infufion  of  rhubarb,  he  alfo,  beyond 
expectation,  got  rid  of  the  rickets  almoft  without 
any  other  remedies. 

Yet  this  happy  fuccefs  did  not  induce  Glijfon  £0 
think  more  favourably  of  blifters  :  j  for  of  luch  a 
remedy,  vis  fubito  exeritiiry  £5?  mox  paulalim  exhaujla 
tjl\  quod  non  ilfquequaque  Cbronico  )norbo  quadrat  i 
the  power,  is  fuddenly  exerted,  and  quickly  ex- 
haufted  by  degrees;  wherefore  it  iquares  not 
evei7  way  with  a  chronic  difeafe”  Whence  he 
finally  thus  concludes  :  Quocirca ,  vix  medicamenti 
vejicaiorii  apphcationem ,  in  hoc  cUrando  mot  bo  ^  ad* 
mittimus ^  niji  acutus  una  complicetur  morbus ,  qui  fui 
cauja  hoc  remedii  genus  exigat  1  iC  Wherefore  we 
*  hardly  admit  of  it  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  Z 
“  lefs  an  acute  difeafe  is  complicated  with  it  which 
requires  this  remedy  upon  its  own  account,” 

VOL.XVIL  Mm  Br 


*  De  Racfcitide,  Cap.  XXIX. 
f  Ibidem,  p.  348* 


53°  The  Ricke  t  $.  Sed.  1489. 

By  mild  vomits,  fometimes  prudently  repeated.] 
Namely,  If  the  fymptoms  fhew  that  the  flomach 
and  other  abdominal  vifcera  are  fo  loaded  with  bi¬ 
lious,  phlegmatic,  or  other  filthy  matter,  that  they 
cannot  properly  execute  their  functions.  It  cannot 
indeed  be  denied,  but  that  this  may  happen  in  th© 
rickets  ;  yet  a  vomit  is  not  always  necefiary  in  the 
cure  of  the  rickets  :  but  indeed  (fee  Sed.  1485,  6.) 
the  abdomen  is  for  the  moft  part  more  fwelled  than 
natural  in  this  difeafe,  though  the  patients  are  ra¬ 
ther  lean  ;  fo  that  it  may  be  believed,  that  the  flo- 
mach  and  infarded  vifcera  have  need  of  fuch  an 
evacuation.  But  it  was  faid,  in  the  fame  fedion, 
that  the  liver  in  ricketty  children  is  very  large,  and 
fometimes  the  fpleen  alfo,  though  thele  fame  vifcera 
are  well  coloured,  and  appear  found  and  no  ways 
indurated,  or  have  any  apparent  defed  ;  but  the  in- 
teflines  are  often  found  diftended  by  wind  after 
death,  as  well  as  in  the  living  patient :  from  all  which 
circumflances,  it  plainly  appears,  why  the  abdomen 
is  found  fometimes  prominent  and  fwelled  in  ricketty 
children. 

Therefore  it  cannot  pofiibly  be  concluded,  that 
vomits  are  always  needful,  becaufe  the  flomach  is 
not  always  foul;  nay  often,  as  was  faid  in  Sed. 
i486,  3.  appetitus  d?  digeftio  fere  illtefa :  “  the  ap- 
cc  petite  and  digellion  are  very  little  hurt.”  But 
as  the  increafed  liver  is  in  the  ricketty  often  obferved 
to  projed  beyond  the  ribs,  would  it  be  ever  fafe  to 
expofe  this  vifcus  to  the  violent  concufiions  of  the 
diaphragm  and  abdominal  mufcles  ?  The  liver  is 
naturally  fafely  defended  by  the  incumbent  ribs  j 
hence  a  prudent  ufe  of  mild  vomits  only  is  recom¬ 
mended  when  needful. 

Hence  the  compofition  of  a  vomit  may  be  feen 
in  the  Materia  Medica ,  at  this  number,  prepared  of 
twenty  grains  of  Ipecacuanha,  by  infufing  them  for 
a  whole  night  in  one  ounce  of  wine,  whichy  when 
flrained  off  and  fweetened  with  fugar,  may  be  taken 
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in  the  morning.  This  produces  a  very  gentle  Vo¬ 
mit  ;  and  if  it  is  to'  be  taken  by  young  patients,  the 
quantity  of  the  Ipecacuanha  may  be  fafely  much  di^ 
minified,  and  the  effect  ftill  remain.  That  famous 
phyfician  Samuel  Pye  *  fays,  that  Sydenham^  in  whofe 
time  Ipecacuanha  was  not  yet  known,  ufed  an  anti- 
monial  vomit,  namely,  vinum  benedi£tum  j  but  he 
feldom  ventured  to  prel'cribe  it  for  infants,  as  the 
body  would  be  too  violently  diflurbed  by  it,  though 
he  certainly  knew,  that  they  flood  in  need  of  an 
emetic.  Though  Ipecacuanha  is  by  far  milder  than 
antimonial  emetics,  yet  he  had  known  twenty  grains 
of  this  root  operate  very  violently.  That  famous 
phyfician  gave  two  grains  of  Ipecacuanha  to  a  wo¬ 
man  forty  years  of  age,  who  wanted  an  emetic,  and 
that  fmall  quantity  caufed  her  to  vomit  freely  twice, 
and  gave  her  great  eafe.  He  afterwards  favir  the 
like  effects  produced  by  the  fame  fmall  dole  in  many 
more  adult  and  young  perfons ;  nay,  half  a  grain 
has  proved  ferviceable  to  new-born  and  young  in¬ 
fants  •,  he  drew  up,  and  caufed  to  be  printed*  a 
regular  table  containing  the  names,  ages,  and  num¬ 
ber  of  vomitings  of  thofe  who  took  this  fmall  dofe 
of  Ipecacuanha ;  therefore,  fuch-like  emetics  may 
be  attempted,  if  the  fymptoms  indicate  their  ufe. 

I  believe  that  every  prudent  phyfician  will  more 
readily  follow  this  method,  than  rafhly  venture  up¬ 
on  rough  medicines  at  fo  tender  an  age.  Buchner- j- 
gave  large  dofes  of  rezin  of  fcammony,  emetic  tartar, 
.and  golden  fulphur  of  antimony,  to  a  ricketty  child 
of  a  year  and  a  half  old  •,  but  all  in  vain  :  tandem , 
nmplo  cingulo  mercuriali ,  cum  fpiritu  vini  Japius  fri- 
vata  fpina  dorfi ,  tinttura  veneris  Helvetii ,  qua  vi- 

triolum  cyprium  fpiritu  vini  folutum  continet ,  ita  datay 
nt  vomiturkndi  quidem  comtus ,  raros  tamen  vomitus , 
cieret^  &  appetitum  plane  profierneret ,  in  integrum  ne- 
ftituit :  furihundam  praxim :  44  At  laft  by  a  large 

Mm2  44  mercurial 

*  Medical  Obferv&t.  and  Inquiries,  Tom.  I.  p.  240,  Sc  feq, 
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“  mercurial  girdle,  frequent  fridtion  of  the  back- 
bone  with  fpirit  of  wine,  and  Helvetius’s  tine- 
c<  ture  of  copper,  which  is  prepared  by  diffolving 
<c  Cyprian  vitriol  in  fpirit  of  wine,  given  in  fmall 
4c  doles,  and  at  fuch  intervals  of  time  as  to  excite 
4c  violent  naufeas,  but  feldom  fits  of  vomiting,,  and 
44  wholly  to  take  away  the  appetite,  he  entirely  cured 
**  the  patient.  A  mad  rafh  practice  !,y  He  excufes 
this  rafhnefs,  becaufs  he  believed  the  dileafe  to  be  fa 
defperate,  that  it  required  defperate  remedies.  But 
he  alfo  adds  :  Id  adhuc  notabis,  etfi  dofeos  tar  tan 
emetici  &  vitrioll  venerei  obtitus  Jim ,  me  tanien  objlu- 
fuijje^  ad  ex  titan  dam  naufeam  &  inappetentiam  ea  co- 
pi  a  opus  fuiffe  non  propterea+  quod  fiupido  drajliea 
convention  ex  dogmatibus  veter urn  ignorarem ,  fed  quod 
earn  vim  reqmriy  non  augur  arer  :  44  You  will  ft  ill  re- 
4C  mark,  that  though  I  have  forgot  the  dofes  of 
“  tartar  emetic  and  Cyprian  vitriol,  I  was  affo- 
44  nilhed  that  there  was  need  of  fuch  a  quantity  to 
“  caufe  a  naufea,  and  a  want  of  appetite  ^  not 
44  that  t  was  ignorant  that  fuch  draftic  remedies, 
44  agreeable  to  the  received  opinions  of  the  antients, 
«  were  fuited  but  to  fools  and  mad  men*  but  that 
44  I  fhould  not  forefee  that  fuch  a  large  dofe  was 
44  required.5’  It  appears  very  likely,  that  a  child 
who  was  able  to  iu  tier  fo  much  might  have  been 
cured  by  a  milder  method. 

By  purges,,  and  then  corroborants,  fucceffively 
taken  for  fome  time.]  It  was  before  demonftrated, 
.in  Sed.  1480,  and  in  1484,  that  the  rickets  is  a  did 
eafe  diffind  from  the  tumour  and.  hardneis  of 
the  abdomen,  obierved  in  young  children  after  ha¬ 
ving  differed  by  long  autumnal  fevers.  It  was  then 
proved  from  Sydenham's  own  words,  that  he  fre¬ 
quently  tried  to  diffolve  the  tumour  in  the  left  fidd 
of  the  abdomen,  in  young  children;  by  repeated 
purges  *,  but  advifes  purges  to  be  given  only  once  or 
twice  in  the  cure  of  the  rickets,  as  he  had  known 
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many  children  die  in  confequence  of  purges  repeated 
©ftener. 

Whence  there  is  like  wife  no  compofition  of  a  pur¬ 
ging  remedy,  to  be  taken  at  one  Angle  dofe,  inferted 
in  the  Materia  Medic  a  at  this  number  ;  but  rhubarb 
with  yellow  myrobalans,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of 
troches  of  agaric,  are  infufed  cold  in  the  common 
drink  of  children  only  :  for  it  for  the  mod  part  fuc- 
ceeds  very  happily  in  young  children,  if  their  com¬ 
mon  drink  is  rendered  medicinal ;  they  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  indeed  take  them  with  feme  difficulty  ;  but 
if  no  other  drink  is  given  to  them  when  thirfty,  they 
become  reconciled  to  it  feoner  than  can  be  imagined ; 
nay,  I  have  often  known  them  reject  pure  beer  after 
they  had  no  more  need  of  medicated  drink. 

Let  ftrong  beer,  fuch  as'  was  before  recommended, 
be  ufed  for  this  purpofe.  After  the  beer  has  been 
digeffced  with  thefe  purging  ingredients  cold,  during 
twenty  four  hours,  it  is  fit  for  ufe  ;  hence  the  belly 
is  femetimes  purged  in  the  beginning,  but  as  there 
is  no  intention  of  fuddenly  emptying  the  body,  if 
it  is  obferved  that  the  body  is  rendered  too  laxative, 
the  cathartic  quality  of  the  drink  is  weakened  by 
diluting  it  with  an  equal  quantity  or  more  of  pure 
beer,  until  the  flux  of  the  belly  is  rendered  very  mo¬ 
derate  ;  for  as  the  liver  is  always  of  a  greater  bulk 
than  natural,  an  evacuation  of  the  belly,  no  way  de¬ 
bilitating,  will  be  fufficient. 

_  This  effect  will  be  very  commodioufly  obtained, 
if  the  bottle  in  which  the  cathartic  ingredients  are 
contained  is  filled  up  with  frefli  beer  every  evening  $ 
for  fe  the  efficacy  of  thefe  cathartics  will  be  daily 
more  and  more  diluted,  as  they  are  not  ufually  re¬ 
newed  :  this  conveniency  alio  attends >  it,  that  the 
unpleafant  flavor  of  the  medicine  is  daily  rendered 
more  palatable ;  and,  when  the  force  of  the  rhubarb 
and  myrobalans  is  exh’ayfled,  there  only  remains  a 
corroborant  ajid  aftringent  virtue,  which,  together 
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with  the  ftrong  beer,  is  of  great  fervice  in  the  cure 
of  the  rickets. 

When  water  is  ufed  for  common  drink,  this  can 
be  but  very  difficultly  attempted  ;  becaufe  water, 
naturally  inlipid  and  inodorous,  is  very  unpleafant 
when  impregnated  with  the  flavour  of  purging  re¬ 
medies.  Wherefore  I  have  left  the  purity  of  water 
unviolated,  and  I  have  caufed  the  purging  ingredi¬ 
ents  to  be  infufed  in  pure  new  hydromel,  together 
with  a  fmall  quantity  of  cinnamon,  and  have  pre¬ 
scribed  a  fpoonful,  or  more  or  lefs,  of  this  infufion, 
according  to  the  patient’s  age,  morning  and  evening. 

'  Finally,  by  a  long  continued  ufe,  6c c.]  The  fa¬ 
bric  of  all  the  folid  parts  is  lax  ;  the  nature  of  the 
humours,  inactive,  flimy,  cold,  and  vapid;  the 
membranes,  veffels,  and  vifcera,  are  foft  and  flac¬ 
cid  *  the  very  bones  have  not  their  due  confiftency  *, 
all  the  methods  and  medicines  hitherto  recommended 
conduce  to  a  change  and  amendment  of  thefe  morbid 
qualities  of  the  folid  and  fluid  parts  of  the  body. 

Various  frmples,  fuch  as  hiay  be  alfo  feen  in  SecSt. 
28,  4V  are  recited  in  the  Materia  Medica ,  at  this 
number,  for  the  above  purpofe  ;  all  which  may  be 
tried  iir  different  forms,  "  A  medicinal  drink,  for 
Common  ufe,  may  be  conveniently  made  of  fome  of 
thefe- '  ‘There  are  prescriptions’  in  the  Materia  Me - 
'died,  after  which  many ‘other  like  compofitions 
may  be  formed.  A  medicinal  wind,  to  which  mild 
and  corroborant  aromatics,  and  the  filings  of  iron, 
are  added,  is  prepared  thus  :  Jet  half  an  ounce  of 
the  above' ingredients  be"  infufed  without  heat  in 
eight  pints  of  wine ;  an  ounce  of  fuch  wine  may  be 
‘given /three  times  a  day  with  fuccefs :  and  I  have 
fome  times  infufed  cinnamon  ip  hydromel,  together 
with  a  fmall  quantity  of  the  filings' of  iron,  and 
have  giveiV  a  fpoonful  of  this  infufion  once  or  twice 
a  day,  ftill  augmenting  the  quantity  for  children  of  a 
more  adult  age,  y";  v  “ 

**>*.  But 
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But  as  young  children  often  reject  thcfe  remedies* 
phyficians  are  obliged  to  adminifter  fuch  as  contain 
great  efficacy  in  a  fmall  bulk.  The  remedy  de~ 
feribed  by  1 Boyle,  called  Ens  Veneris ,  was  much  re¬ 
nowned,*  which  that  author  recommended  as  a  fpe- 
cific  againft  the  rickets,  as  already  ultra  centum  in - 
/antes ,  malo  hoc  ad  conditionem  ufque  de/per  at  am  iabo- 
r antes,  fanati  hoc  fui/Jent ,  “  more  than  a  hundred 
<c  infants  labouring  under  this  diforder,  divers  of 
a  whom  were  looked  upon  to  be  in  a  molt  defperate 
condition,  were  cured  by  this  remedy.”  Nor  did 
this  remedy  difturb  thefe  tender  bodies  in  any  man¬ 
ner,  as  he  only  gave  two  or  three  grains  of  it  at  a 
dofe  *,  yet  it  may  be  taken  in  quibufdam  tamen  cor - 
poribus  abfque  periculo  ad  viginti  vel  triginta :  “  by 
fome  conftitutions  to  the  amount  of  twenty  or 
<c  thirty  grains,  without  the  lead  danger,  in  any  di- 
“  Hilled  water,  fmall  beer,  or  other  convenient  ve- 
<c  hide  whatfoever.”  It  works  when  it  caufes  a  fen- 
fible  operation  by  fweat,  and  partly  by  urine  •,  and 
whenever  it  produces  thefe  effects,  it  is  a  certain  fpe- 
c'ihc  againft  the  Engliffi  rickets. 

This  remedy  has  retained  its  fame  in  Italy,  and  the 
celebrated  Antonins  Benevoli  f  teftihes  to  have  feen 
the  moft  happy  fuccefs  from  it  in  a  noble  family,  in 
which  four  boys  had  died  of  the  rickets,  juft  as  they 
arrived  at  the  age  of  two  years ;  a  fifth  ion,  of  the 
age  of  eleventh  months,  whofe  fymptoms  he  enu¬ 
merates,  moft  certainly  laboured  under  the  fame  dif- 
eafe.  A  Genoefe  phyfician  paffing  through  Flo¬ 
rence,  being  invited  by  Benevoii,  advifed  the  ufe  of 
Boyle’s  Ens  Veneris  \  which  he  believed  to  be  a  re¬ 
medy  compofed  of  fa!  armoniac ,  and  Cyprian  vitriol , 
fublimed  together.  As  this  remedy  was  not  fold  in 
Florence,  he  fent  for  it  fom  Genoa,  and  he  gave 

M  m  4  two 
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two  grains  of  it  every  day  to  his  patient  *,  after  fomq 
weeks  he  gave  three  grains  of  it  every  day  5  and  he 
went  on  in  this  manner  for  two  months  with  fome 
abatement  of  the  diforder.  But  as  he  believed  it 
ufeful  to  intermit  the  ufe  of  Ens  Veneris  now  and 
then  for  fome  days,  and  then  to  begin  it  again,  that; 
was  alfo  tried  ;  but  the  complaints  increafed  :  after 
eight  or  ten  clays,  a  bloody  diarrhoea  alfo  came  on, 
from  which  the  patient  went  to  ftool  fifteen  or  twenty 
times  a  day,  and  which  was  attended  with  a  fever, 
little  urine,  and  an  emaciation  of  the  whole  body : 
then  the  Ens  Veneris  was  again  given  ^  but  as  a  dropfy 
alfo  accompanied  thefe  diforders,  the  ufe  of  iron 
feemed  neceflary  to  be  tried,  though  it  had  been 
fruitlefsly  applied  to  one  of  the  brothers  who  died. 
Hence  four  grains  of  croc,  martis  aperient,  were  given 
dn  the  morning,  and  three  grains  of  Ens  Veneris  ini 
the  evening  *,  but  the  crocus  martis  was  not  long  gi¬ 
ven  before  a  haemorrhage  from  the  noftrils  enfued, 
%vhich  one  evening  remarkably  increafed  with  an  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  face,  and  a  ftrong  delirium  ;  from 
whence  the  cure  was  tried  with  Ens  Veneris  alone. 
Yet  glyfters  compofed  of  water  impregnated  with 
iron,  and  in  which  red  rofqs  were  boiled,  or  in  which 
an  egg  was  diluted,  were  given  to  flop  the  flux.  As 
the  flux  was  increafed  by  the  ufe  of  flefh  meats,  he, 
was  nourifhed  with  boiled  bread,  with  an-  egg  now 
and  then  added  to  it :  he  was  covered  with  a  flan¬ 
nel  fhirt,  He  remained  in  this  languifhing  ftate 
until  the  nineteenth  month. 

In  fame  months  after  the  child  had  attained  two 
years  of  age2  all  his  complaints  in  the  fpace  of  a  few 
days  fuddenly  grevv.-worfe ;  his  gums  became  blade 
and  putrid,  livid  fpots  covered  various  parts  of  his 
body,  and  his  weaknefs  was  fo  exceflive  that  he  ap¬ 
peared  at  death’s  door.  He  was  oppreffed  with  ex¬ 
treme  emaciation,  weajenefs,  and  a  diarrhoea ;  a  de- 
co&ion  of  the  roots  of  farfaparilla,  to  which  fome 
.  Jeeves  of  Jcurvy  graft  and  yva  arthritica ,  or  fern? 
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were  added,  together  with  two  grains  of  Ens  Ventu¬ 
ris  were  given  in  the  morning,  and  the  fame  dofe  in 
£he  evening ;  and  the  ufe  of  breaft  milk  with  thefe 
medicines  was  perfifted  in  for  four  months ;  and  the 
child  having  now  compleated  the  third  year  of  his 
age,  a  great  part  of  the  complaints  ceafed ;  he  kill 
continued  the  ufe  of  Ens  Veneris ,  and  at  length  was 
entirely  cured.  Benevoli  afterwards  enumerates  other 
fimilar  cures  which  confirm  the  efficacy  of  Ens  Vene¬ 
ris  in  the  rickets,  particularly  if  the  deco&ion  of 
pf  farfapari.lla,  and  breaft  milk,  be  alfo  given. 

Benevoli  fesems  to  have  imagined,  that  there  is 
little  to  be  hoped  from  the  ufe  of  iron  in  curing  the 
rickets,  for  he  believed  that  Boyle's  Ens  Veneris  was 
made  of  Cyprian  vitriol ;  certain  it  is  that  Boyle 
thus  fays  :  *  Quamvis  Medicine?  hujus  experiment  a  & 
Helmontii  ncutiquqm  convenirep  earn  icimen  e  cenfu  or - 
dinariorum \  eximendam  ejfe ,  cbfervaverimus,  a  Miner ali, 
e  quo  ipfam  elicuimus >  Ens  primum  Veneris  vocavimus : 
“  And  though  upon  trials  we  found  this  medicine 
“  far  fhort  of  what  Helmont  aferibes  to  his,  yet 
f  finding  it  no  ordinary  one,  we  did  for  the  mine- 
rafts  fake,  of  which  it  is  made,  called  it  Ens  pri - 
^  mum  Veneris ,  or  the  firft  effence  of  copper.”  But 
where  he  deferibes  its  preparation  in  the  following 
page,  he  makes  no  mention  of  the  Cyprian  vitriol 
but  we  in  the  receipt  thus  read  :  Recipe  vitriolum  Dan-> 
tifeanum  (aut  hujus  defeblu  Ungaricum,  velGoflarienfeR 
&  calcina ,  donee  calx  color em  purpureum^  aut  rufum, 
cbtineat ;  “  Take  Dantzic  vitriol,  (or  in  defedfc 
fc  therepf  Hungarian  or  Goflarian  vitriol)  and  burn 
4‘  it  until  the  calx  grows  of  a  purple  or  deep  yek 
low  colour.”  Thefe  are  all  vitriols  of  iron,  and 
a  flume  a  purple  or  deep  yellow  colour  from  calci¬ 
nation.  He  then  orders  the  calx  to  be  freed  as  much 
ns  poffible  from  every  faline  quality  by  repeated  af- 
fufions  of  hot  water,  fo  that  the  ’ metallic  part  alone 
inay  remain  ;  he  orders  this  calx,  when  edulcorated 

"  ‘  }  and 

*  Boyle  confiderat.  circa  util,  philof.  natur.  exper.  Exer.  V* 
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-and  dried,  to  be  intimately  mixed  with  an  equal  quan¬ 
tity  of  powdered  fal  armoniac  \  then  he  orders  this  mix¬ 
ture  to  be  fublimed  for  ten  or  twelve  hours  in  a  glafs 
retort  overs  a  fand  heat  gradually  increafed  •,  when 
the  fire  may  be  made  as  fierce  as  pofiible,  until  the 
bottom  of  the  retort  becomes  red  hot.  He  alfo  re¬ 
marks,  that  the  fublimed  flowers  are  of  a  yellow  or 
reddifh  colour  *,  and  that  if  they  are  not  of  a  deep 
yellow  but  pale,  this  for  the  moft  part  happens  be- 
caufe  the  ingredients  were  not  intimately  mixed  to¬ 
gether  ;  in  fuch  cafe  he  advifes  the  whole  to  be  fub¬ 
limed  again,  after  the  caput  mortuum  and  fublimed 
flowers  have  been  thoroughly  mixed  :  but  if  thefe 
flowers  are,  not  with  the  caput  mortuum,  fed  per 
fe,  iteratis  refublimationibus  traftentur ,  quod  forfan 
mirabere ,  color  £5?  fublimatum ,  increment i  loco ,  di- 
minuentur ,  cc  but  by  themfelves,  repeatedly  fub- 
“  limed,  the  fublimated  flowers  and  colour,  which  is 
tc  wonderful,  inftead  of  being  increafed  will  be  dimi- 
“  nilhed.”  If  all  thefe  things  are  confidered,  it  ap¬ 
pears  in  no  manner  likely,  that  the  faid  Ens  Veneris 
was  compofed  by  Boyle  of  the  vitriol  of  copper.  No 
mention  is  made  of  an  assure  colour ;  and  the  author 
adds  of  this  remedy  in  quibufdam  etiam  corporibus 
abfque  periculo  ad  viginti  vel  triginta  grana ,  u  in  fome 

bodies  even  twenty  or  thirty  grains  may  be  taken 

without  danger.”  Yet  all  fkilful  chemifts  know, 
that  a  remedy,  compofed  of  the  vitriol  of  copper,  can 
only  be  tried  with  fafety  in  a  fmall  dofe :  but  if  the 
effects  which  happen  when  the  newefl:  filings  of  iron, 
with  an  equal  quantity  of  fal  armoniac ,  are  treated  in 
the  like  manner,  are  obferved,  it  will  appear,  that 
the  Ens  Veneris ,  fo  famed  in  the  cure  of  the  rickets, 
a£ls  by  the  medicinal  powers  of  iron. 

For  when  both  thefe  1  libftances  are  pounded  together 
in  a  glafs  mortar,*  the  longer  the  better,  from  thefe, 
which  were  before  truly  inodorous,  exhales  a  fubtle 

volatile 
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volatile  and  alcaline  vapour ;  for  whilft  the  acid  of 
fal  armoniac  is  attraded  by  the  iron,  the  volatile  al- 
caline  part  of  it  begins  to  be  freed,  and  fpontane* 
oufly  evaporates.  This  powder  is  put  into  a  dry, 
clean,  large  glafs  cucurbit,  that  it  may  be  fufficientiy 
fpread  over  the  bottom  ;  an  head  and  a  receiver  are 
fitted  to  the  cucurbit,  and  the  joints  being  previoufly 
luted  with  clay,  the  whole  apparatus  is  placed  on  a 
fand  heat,  fo  as  that  the  top  of  the  glafs  only  may 
ftand  uncovered  *,  then  by  the  application  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty  degrees  of  heat,  an  acrid  vapour 
riles,  which  produces  an  acrid,  very  penetrating,  • 
volatile,  alcaline  liquor.  When  nothing  more  will 
afcend,  the  fire  may  be  augmented  till  the  alembic 
grows  red  hot.  White  exhalations  at  firft  afcend, 
and  then  Tome  of  various  colours,  and  the  whole 
cavity  of  the  alembic  is  alfo  covered  over  with  mixed 
and  variegated  colours,  fuch  as  white,  red,  yellow, 
green,  and  blackifh  fumes,  fo  as  to  refemble  flowers 
in  their  various  hues,  and  therefore  in  the  fhops 
.gre  called  flares  falis  armoniaci  mqrtiales  vocentur\ 
«  martial  flowers  of  fal  armoniac,”  which  are  re¬ 
moved  as  quickly  as  poflible,  and  are  put  into  a 
dry  hot  glafs,  which  is  immediately  doled  with  a 
glafs  ftopper,  left  the  flowers  fhould  immediately  dif- 
folve  into  a  thickifh,  harfh,  faline,  golden-coloured 
liquor.  It  is  certain,  that  the  fal  armoniac  has  takeii 
up  with  it  the  divided  iron,  whilft  it  was  fublimqd 
into  thofe  flowers  ;  which  are  endued  with  the  me¬ 
dicinal  virtue  of  the  iron.  Therefore  the  celebrated 
Boerhaave  thus  fays  *  :  Flores  hi  hahent  vires  fere  eaf* 
dem,  quas  in  Ente  Veneris  ditto  Boyleus  laud  aver  at.  Efi 
enim  hoc  medic  amentum ,  mirifice  inftaurans ,  calefaciens , 
aperient  %  hahetque  metallici  fulphuris  apertum  corpus  : 
«  Thefe  flowers  have  almoft  the  very  fame  virtues 
*£  which  Boyle  extolled  in  his  Ens  V enerts.  For  it 
f  is  a  wonderful  reftorative,  heating,,  aperient  me- 

‘  •  ■  f6  dicine z 
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*  dicine;  and  manifedly  contains  a  metallic  fulphur.” 
If  all  thefe  matters  are  compared  together,  thefe  two 
medicines  feem  to  have  the  fame  efficacy  ;  but  Boer - 
baave  only  propofes  this  as  a  doubt,  becaufe  Boyle  * 
a  little  after  adds  the  following  words  concerning 
the  fame  remedy  :  Interim ,  colcothar  hoc  ex  alt  a^ 
turn  exigua  faltem  dofi  p  r  opine  tur,  ubi  dextre  par  at  urn 
eft-,  baud  fecus  quam ,  ex  Helmontii  fententia ,  Butleri 
Me  die  amen,  Pauperum  Medicina  did  meretur :  ut  ta - 

bene  praparetur ,  plus  cur  a,  ne  dicam  artis , 
quirit,  quam  procejfum  folum  legens  fufpicari  poteft  : 
cc  In  the  mean  time,  as  this  exalted  colcothar  can  be 
taken  only  in  a  fmall  dofe,  when  rightly  prepared, 
it  merits  to  be  called  the  poor  man’s  medicine,  no 
?c  lefs  than  Butler’s  medicine,  according  to  Helmont’s 
tc  opinion :  yet  a  good  preparation  of  it  requires 
“  more  care  and  nicety,  I  will  not  fay  art,  than 
the  reader  can  fuppofe  from  only  reading  the  pro- 
cc  cefs.’*  But  if  BoerhaavPs  deferi prion  is  compared 
with  that  which  Boyle  gave  us,  the  reafon  will  plainly 
appear. 

But  as  remedies  often  cannot  without  great  diffi¬ 
culty  be  taken  by  young  children,  I  more  than  once 
have  ufed  the  tin  dura  vitrioli  martis  aurea,-\  u  Golden 
tinflure  of  deel  f  ’  a  few  drops  of  this  put  into 
mountain  wine,  and  given  ip  the  morning  fading,  redore 
pnd  rouze  up  the  vital  powers.  It  is  made  of  fait  of 
fteel,  burnt  in  a  crucible  to  a  calx  of  a  purple  co¬ 
lour,  which  is  digeded  for  the  fpace  of  a  month  in 
a  deep  chemical  phial,  with  twenty  times  its  weight 
of  the  bed  dulcified  fpirit  of  fea  fait.  One  drop  of 
this  tin&ure  podedes  an  incredible  power  in  producing 
a  black  colour.  If,  therefore  the  twentieth  part  of 
a  drop  is  put  into  a  cup  of  tea  it  will  immediately 
turn  it  black..  Now  this  black  colour  fhews  that 
there  is  iron  in  it  >  as  chemidrv  teaches.  But  fpirit 

.of 
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of  fea  fait  never  entirely  diffolves  this  calx,  though 
frefh  fpirit  be  often  poured  upon  it ;  from  whence 
the  fpirit  can  only  take  up  the  fohible  part  of  iron 
from  the  red  calx  of  vitriol :  wherefore  fome  have 
believed,  that  this  tincture  was  the  potable  gold  of 
the  antient  chemifts.  I  with  great  pleafure  recolledt 
to  have  cured  numbers  of  ricketty  children  with  bif- 
euit,  and  good  mellow  generous  beer,  neither  four 
nor  intoxicating,  whilft  I  only  fome  times  gave  three 
or  four  drops  of  this  tin&ure  once  or  twice  a  day* 
to  the  more  adult. 

This  feems  to  be  the  reafon  why  three  compofi- 
tions  out  of  four,  prefcrrbed  in  the  Materia  Medic a , 
contain  iron  in  them  ;  for  I  think  it  fufficiently  ap¬ 
pears  from  what  has  been  faid,  that  Ens  Veneris  con¬ 
tains  the  virtues  of  irom  The  famous  Zaviani  * 
happily  ufed  this  remedy ;  but  he  rather  chofe  to 
abftain  from  the  ufe  of  the  milk  recommended  with 
it  by  j Benevali9-  for  he  not  without  reafon  apprehend-* 
ed  an  acid  acrimony  in  the  rickets.  The  bones 
•  certainly  lofe  their  firmnefs  in  this  difeafe,  they  fwkll 
about  the  epiphyfqs,  and  are  incurvated  ;  and  it  is 
apparent  from  experiments,  that  bones  are  foftened 
by  acids,  It  has  been  on  the  other  hand  obferved* 
that  thoie  things  which  fubdue  that  acid  acrimo* 
ny  prove  ferviceable.  The  celebrated  Be  Haen-f 
gave  the  Oftracodermatay  beaten  into  fine  powder, 
to  the  amount  of  a  fcruple,  two  or  three  times  a 
day  in  the  cure  of  the  rickets ;  and  if  the  children 
enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a  warm  fun  in  a  rural  place, 
of  motion  in  a  child’s  coach  frequently  every  day, 
of  a  dry  bed  and  chamber,  and  of  found  aliments, 
they  in  this  manner  were  foon  cured.  But  thofe  who 
want  the  molt  part  of  thefe  helps,  are  by  this  pow¬ 
der  and  motion  alone,  but  indeed  more  flowly,  though 
fafely  and  certainly,  cured  3  as  long  as  a  degeneration 

of 
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of  the  whole  frame  has  not  rendered  a  cure  impof* 
fible  from  any  remedy  hitherto  known. 

An  infant,  three  years  old,  extremely  weakened 
and  fwelled  all  over  the  body,  laboured  under  the 
worft  kind  of  the  rickets :  many  remedies  which  arc 
ufually  found  ferviceable  in  this  difeafe  were  tried  iii 
vain.  A  grain  of  the  extract  of  hemlock  was  given 
him  morning  and  evening  *,  on  the  fourth  day  four 
grains  were  given  him  every  day  ;  and  he  grew 
better.  On  the  eighth  day  fix  grains  were  given  him  ; 
he  grew  ftronger,  fo  that  he  could  lupport  himfelf 
upon  his  legs.  The  dofes  of  the  extra#  of  hemlock 
were  no  farther  augmented,  as  the  child  grew  better 

every  day.  .  , 

In  the  fpace  of  a  month  this  child,  hitherto  floth- 

ful,  morofe,  and  fearful,  became  adive,  and  good- 
humoured  •,  eat  very  heartily  *,  the  fwelling  of  the 
joints  decreafed  full  two-thirds  j  arid  the  colour  of 
the  face  was  ruddy  and  natural.  About  the  expi- 
ration  of  the  third  month  he  was  perfedly  well 
from  the  ufe  of  hemlock,  and  grew  fait,  nor  was 
any  bad  fymptom  ever  after  obferved  in  him.  t 

As  madder-rooty  eaten  by  animals,  is  capable  of 
tingino-  their  bones  with  a  red  colour,  as  was  faid 
vipon  another  occafion,  Levrettey  the  famous  man- 
midwife,  imagined  that  this  remedy  might  be  ufe- 
ful  in  curing  the  rickets,  as  it  poffeffes  fome  re¬ 
markable  diuretic  powers,  and  had  proved  benefi¬ 
cial  in  many  chronic  difeafes  j  he  therefore  tried 
madder,  and  afferts,  that  he  found  it  of  ufe  in  this 

The  bones,  too  greatly  foftened  in  this  difeafe, 
yield  to  the  incumbent  weight  of  the  body,  or  art 
comprefied  by  the  adjacent  hard  bodies,  and  often 
become  incur vated  •,  whence  wonderful  deformities 

✓  t)f  the  bones  arife,  which,  if  not  remedied  in  tirrfe, 

•  •  the 
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the  bones  afterwards  acquiring  their  ufual  hardnefs, 
remain  during  life  incurable. 

It  is  in  the  mean  time  to  be  particularly  remarked, 
that  the  ftrength  and  plumpnefs  much  fooner  return 
to  the  mufcles  than  is  believed,  if  the  diforder  is  va- 
quifhed  by  a  proper  treatment ;  the  greateft  number 
of  which  take  their  origin  from,  or  are  inferred  into 
the  bones.  But  the  mufcular  ftrength  is  great,  and 
perfectly  reftores  the  figure  of  the  bones  in  many, 
when  the  difeafe  lofes  its  power ;  then  the  protube¬ 
rant  epiphyfes  are  diminifhed,  the  gibbous  or  crooked 
back- bone  returns  to  its  natural  form,  though  no 
back- boards,  flays,  bandage,  or  machine  have  been 
applied  to  correct  that  deformity,  which  were  di¬ 
rected  to  be  applied  by  the  nurfe,  by  parents, 
who,  follicitous  about  the  fhapes  of  their  children, 
often  do  them  more  hurt  than  good,  by  fqueez-i 
ing  the  body  too  tight.  We  read  a  remarkable  in- 
llance  of  fuch  a  cure  in  Benevoli ,  *  relative  to  a  filler 
of  the  noble  girl  whofe  cafe  is  already  defcribed.  She 
was  born  very  healthy,  and  had  fo  good  a  colour 
during  the  firft  months,  that  every  body  hoped  (he 
would  totally  efcape  the  calamities  of  her  brothers  : 
fhe  was  hardly  a  year  old  when  fhe  began  to  grow 
pale  and  ill ;  the  abdomen  fwelled,  the  wrift,  knees, 
and  ancles  grew  protuberant  *  the  thorax  was  raifed  j 
the  clavicles  were  incurvated  ;  the  back  bone  became 
crooked  ;  all  the  bones  of  the  head  were  enlarged  as 
if  they  were  affected  with  an  exoftofis ;  the  ftruc- 
ture  of  all  the  bones  of  the  body  was  vitiated  :  fhe 
alfo  laboured  under  a  complication  of  diforders,  the 
fcurvy,  dropfy,  a  bloody  diarrhoea,  a  fcarcfty  of 
urine,  a  fever,  and  a  violent  cough,  attended  with  vafl 
anguifh  and  a  dread  of  fuffocation.  She  lived  in  this 
miferable  condition  for  above  two  years.  Benevoli 
himfelf  confeffes,  that  the  fame  remedies  which  cured 
her  brother  were  applied  to  her  during  thirty  months 

in 
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in  vain,  fo  that  he  almoft  gave  over  their  application* 
as  there  appeared  no  hope  of  a  cure  from  them ; 
but  the  tender  mother,  unwilling  to  fpare  any  pains, 
or  cofl,  the  fame  method  was  ftiil  indefatio-ably  per¬ 
illed  in.  * 

•  The  anguilh  and  cough  began  at  length  to  dimi- 
nilh,  and  the  fever  ceafed,  the  flefh  looked  of  a 
better  colour,  the  tumour  of  the  abdomen  was  di- 
minified,  the  incurvated  fpine  grewftraight,  thejoints 
protuberated  lefs,  the  elevated  flernum  grew  flatter, 
the  arched  figure  of  the  clavicles  decreafed,  the 
bones  of  the  head  fubfided ;  fhe  firft  began  to  Hand, 
and  then  to  walk  ;  at  laft,  no  trace  of  fo  fevere  and 
©bftinate  a  difeafe  remained  ;  and  fhe  became  equal 
in  health  and  flrength  to  other  children  of  the  fame 
age. 

.  The  mufcular  flrength  alfo  began  to  be  reflored, 
without  the  affrftance  of  any  artificial  means  *  and 
the  bones  recovered  their  due  form,  which  had  beeri 
fo  very  imperfedl  during  thirty  months. 

This  hath  been  confirmed  by  the  obfervations  of 
Zaviani *,  who  juflly  forbids  ricketty  children  to  be 
put  upon  their  feet,  or  made  to  walk,  as  long  as 
the  bones  are  foft,  and  their  form  may  be  eafily 
fpoiled  by  the  weight  of  their  own  bodies,  or  any  other 
external  preffure  :  he  would  rather  have  them  laid 
down  horizontally,  than  carried  in  the  arms  of  the 
nurfe,  becaufe  it  is  to  be  feared  left  the  fpirie  fhould 
Incline  to  this  or  that  fide,  the  bones  be  incurvated, 
and  the  fhape  of  the  cavity  of  the  thorax  be  changed* 
from  the  compreffion  of  the  breaft  by  the  hands  of 
the  nurfe.  It  is  cuftomary  in  many  places  to  lay 
them  in  beds  fixed  in  little  carts,  which  are  drawn 
by  the  women  who  attend  fuch  ricketty  children  : 
thus  thefe  little  patients  Can  with  certainty  obtain  the 
benefit  of  motion,  and  of  the  warm  air,  when  the 
weather  permits.  When  the  difeafe  begins  to  be  di~ 
minifhed  by  proper  remedies,  the  mufcular  motion. 


*  I>e  Rachitide*  Cap.  IV,  p.  &  feg(. 


SedL  1489.  The  Rickets.  545 

though  almoft  totally  deftroyed  before,  acquires  vi¬ 
gour,  and  the  children  begin  to  move  their  joints, 
lit  fpontaneojafly  upright  in  their  little  beds,  and  han¬ 
dle  their  play-things,  move  their  legs,  and  of  their 
own  accord  try  to  ftand  upon  their  feet,  When  I 
obferved  this  inclination  in  them,  I  readily  cherilhed 
it,  though  the  bones  of  the  legs  were  ftill  incurvated  ^ 
and  the  natural  form  returned  to  thefe  bones,  even 
without  the  affiftance  of  any  machine  whadoever. 

Is  immerfion  in  a  cold  bath  advantageous  ?]  It 
is  well  known,  that  cold  baths  were  in  ufe  in  for¬ 
mer  days,  and  every  body  knows,  that  their  ufe  is 
fuccefsfully  recommended  at  prefent  in  certain  dif- 
eafes.  In  thofe  countries  where  it  is  cuftomary  for 
boys  to  learn  to  fwim,  the  ufe  of  cold  bathing  is 
frequent.  The  treatife  on  cold  bathing  by  an  En- 
glifh  knight.  Sir  John  Flayer ,  merits  a  reading,  who 
extols  the  great  virtue  of  this  remedy  againft  the 
rickets ;  nay,  he  even  believed,  that  a  negleft  of 
cold  bathing  was  to  be  numbered  amongft  the  caufes 
of  this  new  difeafe,  the  rickets. 

He  demon  Urates  by  many  oblervations,*  that  in 
antient  times  the  facrament  of  baptifm  was  admini- 
ftered  to  thofe  who  were  to  be  baptized,  by  a  triple 
immerfion  of  the  whole  body,  and  not  by  one  fingle 
afperfion  of  water  as  is  now  ufual.  It  is  certain,  that 
it  was  formerly  very  cuftomary  to  baptize  people,  of 
either  fex,  entirely  naked,  in  the  neareit  river  or  pond  j 
nay,  he  believes  it  is  clear,  that  no  baptifmai  fonts  were 
eredled  until  the  third  century  of  chriftianity,  nei¬ 
ther  were  they  then  eredted  in  churches,  but  without 
the  walls,  which  he  proves  from  many  circumftances. 
Hence  he  concludes*,  that  thefe  immerfions  in  water 
were  performed  on  thofe  who  were  to  be  baptized  in 
the  open  air. 

Vol.  XVII.  N  n  He 
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He  alfo  fhews,  that  this  baptifm  by  immerfion  re¬ 
mained  much  longer  unchanged  in  England  than  in 
other  countries  ;  *  for  we  read  the  following  form  of 
baptifm  in  the  rubrick,  published  in  the  reign  of  Ed¬ 
ward  the  fixth,  king  of  England,  in  the  year  1547. 
Sacerdos  manibus  fuis  prehenaet  infant em ,  rogabit  no - 
men,  ter  in  aquam  demerget :  prime  immerget  latus 
dextrum  *,  fecundo  latus  Jinifirum  \  tertio  demerget  fa- 
clem  verfus  fontem  :  fic  ut  fiat  difcrete ,  &  prudenter : 

“  The  pried  fhall  take  the  infant  in  his  hands,  afk 
ec  its  name,  and  dip  it  three  times  in  water  *,  he  fhall 
“  firft  dip  the  right  fide  of  it,  fecondly,  the  left  fide,  ' 
“  and  thirdly  the  dice  downwards  towards  the  font  ^ 
6C  fo  that  it  may  be  done  diicreetly  and  prudently.” 
But  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  the  rubrick 
permitted  the  infant  to  be  only  fprinkled  with  wa¬ 
ter,  in  cafe  it  was  weak,  and  had  need  of  private  bap¬ 
tifm. 

As  the  author  believed  that  the  rickets  might  be 
cured  by  cold  bathing,  he  hence  imagined,  that  bap¬ 
tifm,  adminiftered  by  immerfion,  p refer v’ed  children 
from  this  difeafe,  which  fo  frequently  appeared  in 
England  about  the  year  1620,  when  baptifm  by  im¬ 
merfion  began  to  be  neglected. 

But  if  it  be  confidered,  that  infants  are  feldom 
feized  with  the  rickets  before  the  ninth  month,  does 
it  appear  credible,  that  a  triple  immerfion  in  a  fhort 
fpace  of  time,  performed  once  only,  could  be  pro¬ 
fitable  in  a,  difeafe  which  arifes  fo  many  months  after? 
If  this  kind  of  baptifm  had  fo  fortified  the  body'  as 
not  to  be  afterwards  affected  by  the  rickets,  why 
was  this  new  difeafe  firft  obferved  in  England,  and 
why  did  it  more  powerfully  increafe  there,  than  in 
other  countries  where  this  baptifm  by  immerfion  had 
fooner  ceafecl  *,  whence  the  rickets  is  ftill  to  this  day 
called  the  Englifh  difeafe  ?  Neither  is  it  prqved, 
that  the  immerfion  of  new-born  children  had  been 

.  -  '  .  always 
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always  performed  in  cold  water.  It  appears  not  im¬ 
probable  from  the  Engliffi  rubricks,  that  warm  water 
was  rather  ufed  for  this  purpofe;  nay,  if  the  chil¬ 
dren  were  dipped  in  cold  water,  they  were  inftantly 
rubbed  dry  with  hot  napkins,  and  their  clothes  put 
on  again  ;  whence  the  effed;  of  the  immerfion  in 
cold  water  could  have  been  momentary  only. 

Nor  was  immerfion  judged  neceffary  to  the  effica^ 
cy  of  the  facrament  of  baptifm  *  Magnus  afked 
Cyprian  the  following  queftion  :  Quafijli^  mihi  cha - 
rijjime ,  quid  mihi  de  illis  videatur ,  qui  infirmitate  & 
languore  gratiam  Dei  confequuntur  ;  an  hahendi  legitimi 
Chriftiani ,  quod  aqua  falutari  non  loti ,  fed  perfufi? 
Refpondet :  In  facramentis  falutaribus ,  necejjitate  co¬ 
gent  e,  fsf  Deo  indulgent i am  fuam  largiente ,  totum  ere - 
dentibus  conferunt  divina  compendia  :  “  You  afk  me, 
“  dear  friend,  my  opinion  concerning  thofe,  who, 
“  in  an  infirm  languid  ftate,  receive  the  facrament  of 

baptifm  *  whether  they  are  to  be  accounted  lawful 
“  chriftians,  being  not  dipped,  but  only  fprinkled 
<c  with  the  falutary  water  ?  I  anfwer  :  In  the  holy 
“  facraments,  neceffity  compelling,  and  God  beflow- 
“  ing  his  indulgence,  divine  compendiums  are  equally 
“  efficacious  to  believers  as  the  whole  ceremony.” 

Now  if  it  be  confidered,  that  a  new-born  infant 
has  remained  nine  months  im merged  in  the  warm  li¬ 
quor  of  the  amnios  within  its  mother’s  body,  and 
mult  feel  a  very  unufual  fenfation  of  cold,  when  bap¬ 
tized  by  three  immerfions  in  cold  water,  efpecially  in 
the  winter  feafon  ;  it  muft  have  feemed  dangerous 
to  parents,  relations,  and  phyficians,  to  expol'e  fuch 
tender  bodies  to  fudden  cold,  as  the  efficacy  of  bap-, 
tifm,  in  no  refped  whatever,  depended  on  this 
cold  ;  and  therefore,  beyond  all  doubt,  warm  water 
was  often  ufed  for  this  purpofe  ;  as  is  the  pradtice  at 
prefent. 

For  that  this  hidden  refrigeration  induces  no  flight 
change  on  the  human  bodv,  is  evident  from  the  ac- 

N  n  2  counts 
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counts  of  thofe  who  have  prefcribed  cold  bathing  for 
young  perfons,  and  recommend  it  in  the  cure  of  the 

rickets.  '  ■  •  ‘  ""  • 

In  a  letter  fent  from  Newcaflle  to  Sir  John  Floyer 
are  the  following  words  :  Ad  cavendam  &  curandam 
Rachitidem  nihil  hie  frequenting  &  generatim  utilius , 
eft,  qudht  infantes  annuo  s,  &  adultiores ,  quo ti die  im - 
mergers  frigido  fluvio ,  menfibits  Junio  fcf  Julio,  veftper- 
tino  tempore ,  per  quatuordecim  dies ,  vel  diutius  :  ft  in¬ 
fans  Jit  admodum  debilis ,  units  alterve  dies ,  imo  &  plures 
dies  quan deque,  intermit tuntur,  totius  curationis  tern- 
fore .  ghJdam  integram  immerfio'nem  adhibent  bis  vel 
ter ,  aliquod  temp  oris  Jpatium  remittent  es,  ut  inter  ftin- 
gulas  immerftones  refpirare  pofjint  alii  immergunt  tan - 
turn  ad  cervicem  ufque ,  &  pileo$  aquae  penitus  immer - 
Jos  ft  atm  capiti  imponunt ,  ut  totum  corpus  p  aque  ac 
in  priori  bus,  induftio  &  pileo  madidis ,  tegatur.  Omnia 
h<ec  conficiuntur  Tam  brevi  tempore  quam  fieri  pot  eft. 
fthiidam  infundunt  aquam  capiti ,  ut  madefcant  toti ; 
alii  induftium  &  ptleum  penitus  madefadta  nudato  prius 
corpori  applicant.  Mox  illis  applicantur  toti  corphri 
&  capiti  lintea  calija ,  ledio  imponuntur ,  &  valide  fil¬ 
'd  ant  :  fic  manent  tota  nodie  \  mane  ficcum  induftium  & 
pileus  datur :  “  Nothing  is  more  common  in  this 
“  country,  and  proves  more  generally  fuccefsful  for 
a  the  preventing  and  curing  of  the  rickets,  than  to 
“  plunge  children,  of  a  year  old  and  upwards,  in  a 
<e  cold  fiver,  and  in 'the  mqnths  of  June  and  July, 

“  every  evening,  for  a  fortnight,  or  longer,  intermit- 
“  ting  a  day  or  two  or  more  in  the  whole,  if  the  child 
<c  be  very  weak.  Some  dip  them  twice  or  thrice 
tc  over  head  and  ears,  with  their  fhifts  and  night-caps 
ic  on,  giving  them  time  to  breathe  between  each  im-  - 

merfion.  *  Others  clip  them  no  farther  than  the 
“  neck  (becaufe  the  water  is  apt  to  hop  their  breath) 

44  and  dip  their  night-caps  thoroughly,  and  put  them 
u  wet  upon  their  heads,  that  the  whole  body  may  be 
u  covered  with  the  wet  fhift  and  cap,  equally  as  in 

_  .  -  -  <  -  “  -  i*  ;  vt  -  •  **“  thd 
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44  the  former  method.  All  this  is  done  as  quick  as 
44  poffible.  Some  pour  water  upon  the  child’s  head, 
44  that  he  may  be  wetted  all  over ;  others  content 
44  themfelves  with  dipping  only  the  fhirt  and  night- 
44  cap  in  water,  and  put  them  on  wet  upon  him. 
44  As  foon  as  the  children  are  dipped,  they,  with 

their  wet  cloaths  on,  are  wrapped  up  in  warm 
44  blankets  over  their  head  and  whole  body,  and 
44  put  immediately  to  bed,  which  inftantly  throws 
44  them  into  a  violent  lvveat.  .  In  this  condition  they 
44  lie  all  night  and  in  the  morning  they  have  a  dry 
44  fhirt  and  cap  put  on.  The  children  in  three  mi- 
44  nutes  time  recover  themfelves  of  the  fright  which 
44  dipping  puts  them  into.”  If  fuch  a  terror  happen^ 
in  children  of  a  year  old,  and  upwards,  from  this 
fudden  cold,  can  cold  bathing  be  fafely  tried  upon 
new-born  infants  ? 

He  likewife  remarks,  quod  validis  illis  fudoribus 
reddantur  debiliores  ;  Jed  tamen.  gradatim  vires  recu- 
pereni ,  datis  gelatinis  cornu  cervix  pedum  vitulinorum 
&c.  it  a  ut  circa  tempus ,  quo  folia  arborum  cadunt ,  in- 
teg  re  fani  fint ,  vel  melius  fe  habeant.  Si  h<cc  curatio 
uni co  anno  non  fuccefferit ,  fequenti  anno  repetenda  erit  ; 
iuncque  generaliter  refpondet  votis  :  44  that  though  for 
44  the  prefent  they  may  be  weaker  from  thefe  violent 
44  fweats,  yet  they  by  degrees  recover  their  ftrength 
44  by  the  help  of  ftrengthening  jellies  of  hartfhorn, 
44  and  calves  feet,  &c.  infomuch,  that  about  the  fall 
44  of  the  leaf,  they  are  either  perfedfly  recovered,  or 
44  fenfibly  better.  If  one  year’s  dipping  proves  not 
44  fuccefsful,  ’tis  repeated  the  next  year,  which  gene- 
44  rally  anfwers  expectation.” 

Whence  this  difeafe  does  not  feem  to  be  eafily 
removed  by  this  means  :  a  cure  thereof  may  be  tried 
with  the  greateft  hopes  of  fuccefs  by  fafer  methods. 

Are  liniments,  and  of  what  kind,  proper  ?,]  Every 
thing  hitherto  recommended  in  the  cure  of  this  dis¬ 
order,  feems  principally  directed  to  ftrengthen  the 

•  too 
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too  great  fiaccidity  of  the  folids,  and  to  amend 
the  inert,  (limy,  vapid,  cacochymy  of  the  fluids. 
Wherefore  liniments,  .which  mollify  and  relax,  are 
proper.  For  it  has  been  demonflrated,  that  much 
benefit  may  be  expedted  from  dry  fridtions  with  hot 
flannel,  impregnated  with  aromatic  effluvias ;  which 
are  particularly  applied  to  the  abdomen,  and  the 
whole  length  of  the  fpine  of  the  back. 

It  is  true  indeed,  that  we  read  in  Sydenham* 
Cum  vero ,  qua  ext  er  ins  admoventur ,  tenera  infantum 
corpora  facile  penetrent ,  proindeque  fanguinem  ipfum 
qwlicunque  virtute  fua  penitus  officiant,  e  re  erit,  in 
tumor i bus,  qui  ventrem  eorum  occupant ,  five  fcrophulis , 
five  Rachitidi  vera,  originem  lili  debeant ,  linimentis  uti , 
qua  fanguinem  cs5  vifcera  corroborandi ,  ac  pariter  la - 
tern  aliquam  morbificam  iis  in  duff  am  delendi ,  vi  pollent : 
“  But  as  external  medicines  ealily  penetrate  the  ten- 
der  bodies  of  children,  and  confequently  commu- 
“  nicate  all  their  virtue  to  the  blood,  whatever  it  be, 
46  it  is  proper  in  fweliings  of  the  abdomen,  whether 
“  they  proceed  from  fcrophulous  diforders,  or  the 
<c  genuine  rickets,  to  have  recourfe  to  liniments, 
“  that  may  flrengthen  the  blood  and  vifcera,  and  re- 
'  <c  move  any  morbific  taint  wherewith  they  are  af- 
“  fected  :  ”  but  the  liniment,  (the  compofition  of 
which  is  to  be  feen  in  p.  430  of  Swan’s  Syden- 
denham)  is  made  of  aromatic,  bitter,  and  flrength- 
ening  herbs,  infufed  with  hog’s  lard  and  tried  mutton 
fuet,  in  an  earthen  veffel  upon  hot  afhes  for  twelve 
hours.  Now  the  ufe  of  fuch  might  eafily  be  borne, 
but  it  is  to  be  noticed,  that  fuch  remedies  are  lefs 
beneficial  than  is  generally  thought.  For  they  are 
prepared  with  frefh  gathered  herbs,  with  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  wine,  and,  after  a  proper  digeftion,  the  fatty 
lubftances  ought  to  boil  till  all  the  aqueous  moif- 
ture  is  exhaled  ;  and  thus  the  fragrancy  of  the  ingre¬ 
dients  is  evaporated  alfo. 

+  *  <  -  ’ 'f  ‘  ** ' '  4  *  ' 
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If  at  the  fame  time  what  has  been  faid  at  §.  1480, 
and  §.  1484,  be  taken  into  confideration,  the  reas¬ 
on  will  evidenly  appear,  why  liniments  are  feldom 
ufed  in  tne  cure  of  the  rickets. 
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